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NOTE  TO   THE   THIRD  VOLUMR 


Whxh  the  Author  oommenoed  the  pnblieation  of  this  work,  he  informed 
hit  Publishers  that  he  should  probeblj  complete  it  in  three  volnmei^  What 
he  gave  as  a  ]}rohabilitj,  thej  understood  as  a  oertaintj,  and  worded  their 
adTertisements  aocordinglj.  His  theme  has  unexpeetedlj  expanded  under  his 
pen,  and  he  now  lays  his  third  Tolume  before  the  public,  with  his  task  yet  un- 
acoom|dished.  He  hopes  this  maj  not  caose  unpleasant  disappointment  To 
present  a  &miliar  and  truthful  picture  of  the  Rerolution  and  the  personages 
ooDoemed  in  it^  required  much  detail  and  copious  dtatioos,  that  the  ecenes 
oo^gfat  be  placed  in  a  proper  light,  and  the  characters  introduced  mig^t  wpetk 
for  themseWes,  and  have  space  in  which  to  play  their  partsw 

The  kindness  with  which  the  first  two  Tolumes  have  been  receiyed,  has 
encouraged  the  author  to  pursue  the  plan  he  had  adopted,  and  in^ires  the 
hope  that  the  public  good-will  which  has  cheered  him  throng^  so  long  a  pe- 
TMd  of  devious  authorship^  will  ooottmie  with  him  to  the  approaching  dose  of 
bis  career. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

BURKS  0!f  THE  8TATK  Or  AFFAIB8  IN  AinCRICA— NSW  JERSEY  ROCBKD  10 
ARMS — WASBDrOTON  GRANTS  SAFE  CONDUCT  TO  HESSIAN  CONVOYS — ^IZU 
CAMPMENT  AT  MORRI8TOWN — ^POTNAM  AT  PRXNCVTON — HIS  8TRATAOE1I  10 
CONCEAL  THE  WEAKNESS  Or  HIB  CAMP — EXPLOIT  OP  OSHSEAL  DICKIN80N 
NEAR  SOMERSET  COURT  HOUSE — WASHINGTON'S  COUNTER  PROCLAMATION— 
PREVALENCE  OP  THE  SMALL-POX — INOCULATION  OP  THE  ARMY — CONTRAST 
OP  THE  BRmSR  AND  AMERICAN  COMMANDERS  AND  THEIR  CAMIU 

Ths  news  of  Washington's  recrossing  the  Delaware,  and  of  his 
subsequent  achievements  in  the  Jerseys,  had  not  reached  London 
on  the  9th  of  January.  "  The  affairs  of  America  seem  to  be 
drawing  to  a  crisis,"  writes  Edmund  Burke.  '^  The  Howes  are 
at  this  time  in  possession  of,  or  able  to  awe  the  whole  middle 
coast  of  America,  from  Delaware  to  the  western  boundary  of 
Massachusetts  Bay ;  the  naval  barrier  on  the  side  of  Canada  is 
broken.  A  great  tract  is  open  for  the  supply  of  the  troops ;  the 
river  Hudson  opens  away  into  the  heart  of  the  provinces,  and 
nothing  can,  in  all  probability,  prevent   an  early  and  oiTc:isivo 
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campaign.  What  the  AmericaiiB  have  done  is,  in  their  oircum- 
stances,  truly  astonishing;  it  is  indeed  infinitely  more  than  I 
expected  from  them.  But,  having  done  so  much  for  some  short 
time,  I  began  to  entertain  an  opinion  that  they  might  do  more. 
It  is  now,  however,  evident  that  they  cannot  look  standing  armies 
in  the  face.  They  are  inferior  in  every  thing— even  in  numbers. 
There  seem  by  the  best  accounts  not  to  be  above  ten  or  twelve 
thousand  men  at  most  in  their  grand  army.  The  rest  are  militia, 
and  not  wonderfully  well  composed  or  disciplined.  They  decline 
a  general  engagement ;  prudently  enough,  if  their  object  had  been 
to  make  the  war  attend  upon  a  treaty  of  good  terms  of  subjec- 
tion \  but  when  they  look  further,  this  will  not  do.  An  army 
that  is  obliged  at  all  times,  and  in  all  situations,  to  decline  an 
engagement,  may  delay  their  ruin,  but  can  never  defend  their 
country."  • 

At  the  time  when  this  was  written,  the  Howes  had  learnt  to 
their  mortification,  that  "  the  mere  running  through  a  province, 
is  not  subduing  it."  The  British  commanders  had  been  outgen- 
eralled,  attacked  and  defeated.  They  had  nearly  been  driven  out 
of  the  Jerseys,  and  were  now  hemmed  in  and  held  in  check  by 
Washington  and  his  handful  of  men  castled  among  the  heights  of 
Morristown.  So  far  from  holding  possession  of  the  territory 
they  had  so  recently  overrun,  they  were  fain  to  ask  safe  conduct 
across  it  for  a  convoy  to  their  soldiers  captured  in  battle.  It 
must  have  been  a  severe  trial  to  the  pride  of  Comwallis,  when 
he  had  to  inquire  by  letter  of  Washington,  whether'  money  and 
stores  could  be  sent  to  the*  Hessians  captured  at  Trenton,  and  a 
surgeon  and  medicines  to  the  wounded  at  Princeton ;  and  Wash- 
ington's reply  must  have  conveyed  a  reproof  still  more  mortify- 

*  Burke*8  Works,  vol.  ▼.  p.  185. 
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ing:  No  moleBtolioii,  he  aasnred  his  lordship.  woa!d  he  offered 
to  the  conTOj  bj  anj  part  of  the  regolmr  aimj  under  his  eom- 
Bumd;  bat  ^  hs  could  not  answer  for  the  militia,  who  were  re- 
Borting  to  armt  in  most  parts  of  the  State,  and  were  exeessivdy 
exasperated  at  Ae  treatment  they  had  met  with  from  both  Hes- 
sian and  British  troops.^ 

In  tscty  the  oondact  of  the  enemy  had  ronaed  the  whole  coan- 
trj  against  them.     The  proclamations  and  printed  protections  of 
the  British  oommanders,  on  the  futh  of  which  the  inhabitants  in 
general  had  staid  at  home,  and  forbore  to  take  op  arms,  had 
prored  of  no  avail     The  Hessians  coald  not  or  woald  not  nn- 
derstand  them,  bat  plundered  friend  and  foe  alike.*     The  British 
eoldierj  often  followed  their  example,  and  the   plaoderings  of 
both  were  at  times  attended  by  those  brutal  outrages  on  the 
weaker  sex,  which  inflame  the  dullest  spirits  to  reyenge.     The 
whole  State  was  thus  roused  against  its  invaders.     In  Washing- 
ton's retreat  of  more  than  a  hundred  miles  through  the  Jerseys, 
he  had  never  been  joined  by  more  than  one  hundred  of  its  inhab- 
itants ;  now  sufferers  of  both  parties  rose  as  one  man  to  avenge 
their  personal  injuries.     The  late  quiet  yeomanry  armed  them- 
pelves,  and  scoured  the  country  in  small  parties  to  seize  on  strag- 
glers, and  the  militia  began  to  signalize  themselves  in  voluntary 
Bkirmishes  with  regular  troops. 

In  effect,  Washington  ordered  a  safe  conduct  to  be  given  to 
the  Hessian  baggage  as  far  as  Philadelphia,  and  to  the  surgeon 
tod  medicines  to  Princeton,  and  permitted  a  Hessian  sergeant 


•   u< 


These  rascals  plunder  all  indiscriminatelj.  If  they  see  any  thing  they 
l»ke,  they  ny,  •  Rebel  good  for  Hesse-mans,'  and  seize  npon  it  for  their  own 
'"e.  They  hare  do  idea  of  the  distinctions  between  Whig  and  Tory."— Letter 
tfn^oard  tie  PottmaMer. 


4  UFS  or  WABHDfQTOH.  i^^^' 

and  twelve  men,  unarmed,  to  attend  the  baggage  until  it  was 
delivered  to  their  countrymen. 

Monrifitown,  where  the  main  armj  waa  encamped,  had  not 
been  ohoeen  bj  Washington  as  a  permanent  post,  but  morelj  ai 
a  halting-place,  where  his  troops  might  repose  after  their  exoes* 
sive  fatigues  and  their  sufferings  from  the  inclement  season. 
Further  considerations  persuaded  him  that  it  was  well  situated 
for  the  system  of  petty  warfare  which  he  meditated,  and  induced 
him  to  remain  there.  It  was  protected  by  forests  and  nigged 
heights.  All  approach  from  the  seaboard  was  rendered  difficult 
and  dangerous  to  a  hostile  force  by  a  chain  of  sharp  hills,  ex- 
teuding  from  Pluckamiii,  by  Boundbrook  and  Springfield,  to  the 
vicinity  of  the  Passaic  River,  wliilc  various  defiles  in  the  rear 
afforded  safer  retreats  into  a  fertile  and  well  peolpod  region.* 
It  was  nearly  equidistant  from  Amboy,  Newark,  and  Brunswick, 
the  principal  posts  of  the  enemy ;  so  that  any  movement  made 
from  them  could  be  met  by  a  counter  movement  on  his  part; 
while  the  forays  and  skirmishes  by  which  he  might  harass  them, 
would  school  and  season  his  own  troops.  He  had  three  faithfiil 
generals  with  him :  Greene,  his  reliance  on  all  occasions ;  swarthy 
Sullivan,  whose  excitable  temper  and  quick  sensibilities  he  had 
Eoraetimes  to  keep  in  check  by  friendly  counsels  and  rebukes,  but 
who  was  a  good  officer,  and  loyally  attached  to  him ;  and  brave, 
gonial,  generous  Ejiox,  never  so  happy  as  when  by  his  side.  He 
had  lately  been  advanced  to  the  rank  of  brigadier  at  his  reoom- 
ni  MidatioD,  and  commanded  the  artillery. 

Washington's  military  family  at  this  time  was  composed  of 
his  aides-de-camp,  Colonels  Meade  and  Tench  Tilghman  of  Phila* 
delphia ;  gentlemen  of  gallant  spirit,  amiable  tempers  and  culti- 

*  >^kiii8on*i  Memoirs,  vol  L  p.  149. 
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vated  mftDners;  and  his  secretary,  Colonel  Robert  H.  Harrison 
of  Harjland;  the  ''old  secretary,"  as  he  was  familiarly  called 
among  his  associates,  and  by  whom  he  was  described  as  ''  one  in 
whom  erery  man  had  confidence,  and  by  whom  no  man  was 
deceived." 

Washington's  head-qoarters  at  first  were  in  what  was  called 
the  Freemason's  Tarem,  on  the  north  side  of  the  village  green. 
His  troops  were  encamped  about  the  vicinity  of  the  village,  at 
first  in  tents,  until  they  could  build  log  huts  for  shelter  against 
the  winter's  cold.  The  main  encampment  was  near  Bottle  Hill, 
in  a  sheltered  valley  which  was  thickly  wooded,  and  had  abun- 
dant i^rings.  It  extended  south-easterly  from  Morristown; 
and  was  called  the  Lowantica  Valley,  from  the  Indian  name  of 
a  beautiful  limpid  brook  whidi  ran  through  it,  and  lost  itself  in 
a  great  swamp.* 

The  enemy  being  now  concentrated  at  New  Brunswick  and 
Amboy,  Gknend  Putnam  was  ordered  by  Washington  to  move 
from  Grosswioks  to  Princeton,  with  the  troops  under  his  com- 
mand. He  was  inatructed  to  draw  his  forage  as  much  as  possif 
ble  from  the  neighborhood  of  Brunswick,  about  eighteen  miles 
ofi^  thereby  contributing  to  distress  the  enemy;  to  have  good 
scouting  parties  continually  on  the  look-out;  to  keep  nothing 
with  him  but  what  could  be  moved  off  at  a  momcnt'n  warning, 
and,  if  compelled  to  leave  Princeton,  to  retreat  towards  the 
mountains,  so  as  to  form  a  junction  with  the  forces  at  Morris- 
town. 

Putnam  had  with  him  but  a  few  hundred  men.  "  You  will 
give  out  your  strength  to  be  twice  as  great  ai  it  is,"  writes  Wash- 
ington ;  a  common  expedient  with  him  in  those  times  of  scanty 

•  Notes  of  the  Rev.  Joeeph  F.  Tutde,  Ma 
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means.  Patnftm  acted  up  to  the  adrice.  A  Britiah  ofioeri  Cap* 
tain  Macphenon,  was  lying  desperately  woanded  at  Prineeton, 
and  Putnam,  in  the  kindness  of  his  heart,  was  indnoed  to  send  in 
a  flag  to  Brunswick  in  quest  of  a  friend  and  military  eomrade 
of  the  dying  man,  to  attend  him  in  his  last  moments  and  make 
his  will  To  preTent  the  weakness  of  the  garrison  from  being 
discovered,  the  yisitor  was  brought  in  after  dark.  Lights  gleamed 
in  all  the  college  windows,  and  in  the  vacant  houses  about  the 
town;  the  handful  of  troops  capable  of  duty  were  marched 
hither  and  thither  and  backward  and  forward,  and  paraded  aboot 
to  such  effect,  that  the  visitor  on  his  return  to  the  British  camp, 
reported  the  force  under  the  old  general  to  be  at  least  five  thou- 
sand strong.* 

Cantonments  were  gradually  formed  between  Princeton  and 
the  Highlands  of  the  Iludson,  which  made  the  left  flank  of 
Washington's  position,  and  where  General  Heath  had  command. 
General  Philemon  Dickinson,  who  commanded  the  New  Jersey 
militia,  was  stationed  on  the  west  side  of  Millstone  Kiver,  near 
Somerset  court-house,  one  of  the  nearest  posts  to  the  enemy's 
camp  at  Brunswick.  A  British  foraging  party,  of  five  or  six 
hundred  strong,  sent  out  by  Gomwallis  with  forty  waggons  and 
upward  of  a  hundred  draught  horses,  mostly  of  the  English  breed, 
having  collected  sheep  and  cattle  about  the  country,  were  rack- 
ing a  mill  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  where  a  large  quan- 
tity of  flour  was  deposited.  While  thus  employed,  Dickinson 
set  upon  them  with  a  force  equal  in  number,  but  composed  of 
raw  militia  and  fifty  Philadelphia  riflemen.  He  dashed  through 
the  river,  waist  deep,  with  his  men,  and  charged  the  enemy  so 
suddenly  and  vigorously,  that,  though  supported  by  throe  field- 

•  Sgtakif  Am.  Biq^raphj,  voL  viL  p.  196. 
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piooes,  they  gare  way,  left  their  convoy,  and  retreated  so  precipi- 
tately, that  he  made  only  nine  prisoners.  A  number  of  killed 
and  wounded  were  carried  off  by  the  fugitives  on  light  waggons.* 

These  exploits  of  the  militia  were  noticed  with  high  encomi- 
ums by  Washington,  while  at  the  same  time  he  was  rigid  in  pro- 
hibiting and  punishing  the  excesses  into  which  men  are  apt  to 
run  when  suddenly  clothed  with  military  power.  Such  is  the 
spirit  of  a  general  order  issued  at  this  time.  "  The  general  pro- 
hibits, in  both  the  militia  and  Continental  troops,  the  infamous 
practice  of  plundering  the  inhabitants  under  the  specious  pre- 
tence of  their  being  tories.  *  *  *  It  is  our  business  to  give 
protection  and  support  to  the  poor  distressed  inhabitants,  not  to 
multiply  and  increase  their  calamities."  After  the  publication 
of  thb  order,  all  excesses  of  this  kind  were  to  be  punished  in  tho 
severest  manner. 

To  counteract  the  proclamation  of  the  British  commissioners, 
promising  anmesty  to  all  in  rebellion  who  should,  in  a  given 
time,  return  to  their  allegiance,  Washington  now  issued  a  counter 
proclamation  (Jan.  25th),  commanding  every  person  who  had  sub- 
scribed a  declaration  of  fidelity  to  Great  Britain,  or  taken  an 
oath  of  allegiance,  to  repair  within  thirty  days  to  head-quarters, 
or  the  quarters  of  the  nearest  general  officer  of  the  Continental 
army  or  of  the  militia,  and  there  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 
ihe  United  States  of  America,  and  give  up  any  protection,  cer- 
tificate, or  passport  he  might  have  received  firom  the  enemy ;  at 
the  same  time  granting  full  liberty  to  all  such  as  preferred  the 
interest  and  protection  of  Great  Britain  to  the  freedom  and  hap- 
piness of  their  country,  forthwith  to  withdraw  themselves  and 
families  within  the  enemy's  lines.     All  who  should  neglect  or 

*  Washington  to  the  President  of  Cong.  Also  note  to  Sparks,  vol.  iv.  p.  290i 
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refuiio  to  comply  with  thin  order  were  to  be  oonaidered  adheraitf 
to  the  crown,  and  treated  on  coiumou  ciieraioi. 

Tbid  meabure  met  with  ubjectious  at  the  time,  some  of  the 
timid  or  OTer-cautioufl  thinking  it  inexpedient;  others,  jealoiu  of 
the  extraordinary  powers  vested  in  Washington,  questioning 
whether  he  had  not  transcended  these  powers  and  exercised  a 
degree  of  despotism. 

The  small-pox,  which  had  been  fatally  prevalent  in  the  pre- 
ceding year,  had  again  broken  out,  and  Washington  feared  it 
might  spread  through  the  whole  army.  He  took  advantage  of 
the  interval  of  comparative  4uict  to  have  his  troops  inoculated. 
Houses  were  set  apart  in  various  places  as  hospitals  for  inocula- 
tion, and  a  church  was  appropriated  for  the  u^  of  those  who  hud 
taken  the  malady  in  the  natural  wu}'.  Among  these  the  ravages 
were  frightful.  The  traditions  of  the  place  and  neighborhood, 
give  lamentuhlf  pictures  of  the  distress  caused  by  this  loathsome 
disease  in  the  camp  and  in  the  villages,  wherever  it  had  not  been 
parried  by  inoculation. 

''  Washington,"  we  arc  told,  "  was  not  an  unmoved  spectator 
of  the  griefs  around  him,  and  might  be  seen  in  Hanover  and  in 
Lowaiitica  Valley,  cheering  the  faith  and  inspiring  the  courage 
of  his  suffering  men.^'  *  It  was  this  paternal  care  and  sympathy 
which  attached  his  troops  personally  to  him.  They  saw  that  he 
regarded  them,  not  with  the  eye  of  a  general,  but  of  a  patriot, 
whose  heart  yearned  towards  them  as  countrymen  suffering  in 
one  common  cause. 

A  striking  contrast  was  offered  throughout  the  winter  and 
spring,  between  the  rival  commanders,  Howe  at  New  York,  and 
Washington  at  Morristown.     Howe  was  a  soldier  by  profession. 

•  Notei  of  the  Rev.  Jonepli  F.  Tuttle,  MS. 
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War,  with  liiiu,  was  a  career.  The  oamp  was,  for  the  time| 
country  and  home.  Easy  and  indolent  by  nature,  of  oonviyial 
and  luxurious  habits,  and  somewhat  addicted  to  gaming,  he  found 
himself  in  good  quarters  at  New  Tork^  and  was  in  no  hurry  to 
leave  them.  The  tories  rallied  around  him.  The  British  mer- 
chants residiiq;  there  regarded  him  with  profound  devotion.  His 
officers,  too,  many  of  them  young  men  of  rank  and  fortune,  gave 
a  gayety  and  brilliancy  to  the  place ;  and  the  wealthy  royalists 
forgot  in  a  round  of  dinners,  balls  and  assemblies,  the  hysterical 
alarms  they  had  once  experienced  under  the  military  sway  of 
Lee. 

Washington,  on  the  contrary,  was  a  patriot  soldier,  gravei 
earnest,  thoughtful,  self-sacrificing.  War,  to  him,  was  a  painful 
remedy,  hateful  in  itself,  but  adopted  for  a  great  national*  good. 
To  the  prosecution  of  it  all  his  pleasures,  his  comforts,  his  natu* 
ral  inclinations  and  private  interests  were  sacrificed;  and  his 
chosen  officers  were  earnest  and  anxious  like  himself,  with  their 
whole  thoughts  directed  to  the  success  of  the  magnanimous  strug- 
gle in  which  they  were  engaged. 

So,  toO|  the  armies  were  contrasted.  The  British  troops, 
many  of  them,  perchance,  slightly  metamorphosed  from  vaga- 
bonds into  soldiers,  all  mere  men  of  the  sword,  were  well  clad,' 
well  housed,  and  surrounded  by  all  the  conveniences  of  a  thor- 
oughly appointed  army  with  a  '^  rebel  country ''  to  forage.  The 
American  troops  for  the  most  part  were  mere  yeomanry,  taken 
from  their  rural  homes;  ill  sheltered,  ill  clad,  ill  fed,  and  ill 
paid,  with  nothing  to  reconcile  them  to  their  hardships  but  love 
lor  the  soil  they  were  defending,  and  the  inspiring  thought  that 
it  was  their  country,  Washington,  with  paternal  care,  endeav- 
ored to  protect  them  from  the  depraving  influences  of  the  oamp» 
▼OL.  in. — 1* 
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''  Let  vice  and  immorality  of  every  kind  be  discooragcd  as  mudtt 
as  possible  in  your  brigade,"  writes  he  in  a  circnlar  to  his  briga- 
dier-generals;  ^'and,  as  a  chaplain  is  allowed  to  each  regiment, 
see  that  the  men  regolarly  attend  divine  worship.  Oaming  of 
every  kind  is  expressly  forbidden,  as  being  the  foundation  of 
evil,  and  the  oaose  of  many  a  brave  and  gallant  officer's  rain." 


CHAPTER  n. 


ITBOOnATIOirS  FOH  KXCHAKOB  OF  PRI90NEBS — CA8B  OF  OOLOHEL  WTBAM  fJj" 
LKN— OF  OEMEBAL  LBK — COBRBSPONDENCK  OF  WASHIMOTOII  WITH  SIR  WII/« 
LIAM  HOWS  ABOUT  BXCBAMGE8  OF  PHISOiaEBS — BEFBRKBB  APFOniTED— 
IXTTEBS  OF  LEB  FBOM  NEW  TOBK — CASE  OF  OOLOMEL  CAMPBELL — WA8S- 
IlfOTOlf's  ADVICE  TO  OONGREaS  ON  THE  8I7BJBCT  OF  RETALIATION — HU 
OORBEBPONDBNCE  WITH  LORD  HOWS  ABOUT  THE  TREATMENT  OF  PRISON- 
HORRORS  OF  THE  JER8ET  FBI80N-8HIP  AND  THE  SDQAR-HOUSE. 


A  OA&TBL  for  the  exchange  of  priaoners  had  been  a  subject  of 
negotiation  previoiui  to  the  affair  of  Trenton,  without  being 
adjusted.  The  British  commanders  were  slow  to  recognize  the 
ckims  to  equality  of  those  they  considered  rebels;  Washington 
was  tenacious  in  holding  them  up  as  patriots  ennobled  by  their 
cause. 

Among  the  cases  which  came  up  for  attention  was  that  of 
Ethan  Allen,  the  brave,  but  eccentric  captor  of  Tioonderoga.  His 
daring  attempts  in  the  ^*  path  of  renown  **  had  cost  him  a  world  of 
hardships.  Thrown  into  irons  as  a  felon;  threatened  with  a 
halter;  carried  to  England  to  be  tried  for  treason;  confined  in 
Pendennis  Castle ;  retransported  to  Halifax,  and  now  a  prisoner 
in  New  York  "I  have  suffered  every  thing  short  of  death," 
writes  he  to  the  Assembly  of  his  native  State,  Connecticut.  He 
had,  however,  recovered  health  and  suppleness  of  limb,  and  with 
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them  all  )i\s  nwelling  spirit  and  swelling  rhetori&  "  I  un  find," 
writes  he,  '^  with  adeqiute  indignation  to  reTenge  both  my  own 
and  my  country *s  wronga.  I  am  expcrimentallj  certain  I  hare 
fortitude  suflieieut  to  face  the  invaders  of  America  in  the  place 
of  danger,  spread  with  all  the  horrors  of  war.^  And  lie  con- 
cludes with  oue  of  his  magniloquent,  but  rcallj  sincere  expre»> 
siuus  of  patriotism  :  **  Provided  jou  can  hit  upon  some  measure  to 
procure  my  liberty,  I  will  appropriate  my  remaining  day  a,  aiid 
freely  hazard  my  life  in  the  service  of  the  colony ,  and  naiu- 
taining  the  American  Knipire.  I  thought  to  have  enrolled  my 
name  in  the  list  of  illustrious  American  heroes,  but  waa  nipped 
in  the  btid  ! "  • 

Honest  Kthan  Allen !  his  name  will  ever  stand  enrolled  on 
that  list;  not  illustrious,  perliaps,  but  eminently  popular. 

Ilis  appi'al  to  his  native  State  had  produced  an  appeal  to 
Congress,  and  Washington  had  been  in.*«tructed,  considering  his 
long  imprisonment,  to  urge  his  exchange.  This  had  scarce  been 
urged,  wiien  tidings  of  the  capture  of  General  Lee  preaeutcd  a 
case  of  still  greater  importance  to  be  provided  for.  "  I  feel 
much  for  his  misfortune,"  writes  Washington,  ''  and  am  sensible 
thut  in  his  captivity  our  country  has  lost  a  warm  friend  and  an 
able  officer/*  13y  direction  of  Congress,  he  had  sent  in  a  flag  to 
in((uire  about  Lec^s  treatment,  and  to  convey  him  a  sum  of 
money.  This  was  just  previous  to  the  second  crossing  of  the 
Delaware. 

Lee  vfVLH  now  reported  to  be  in  rigorous  confinement  in  New 
York,  and  treated  with  harshness  and  indignity.  The  Driti.sh 
professed  to  consider  him  a  deserter,  ho  having  been  a  lieuten- 
ant-colonel in  their  service,  although  he  alleged  that  he  had 
resigned   his   commission   before  joining   the   American   army. 


Two  lei 
to  liim 
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Two  lettare  whiob  he  addressed  to-  General  Howe,  were  returned 
to  liim  uDOpened,  enoloaod  in  a  caver  directed  to  leifuUnant- 
nlotul  Lft. 

On  the  13lh  of  Janaary,  Washington  addressed  the  follow- 
ing letter  to  Sir  William  Howe.  "  I  am  directed  by  Cnngres* 
to  propose  an  eKchnnge  of  five  of  the  Hessian  field-officers  taken 
at  Treolon  for  Major-general  Lee  ;  or  if  this  propoeal  sliould  Dot 
be  accepted,  to  demand  hjs  liberty  upon  parole,  within  ccrtaia 
bounds,  as  has  ever  been  granted  lo  yoar  officortt  in  onr  onstody. 
I  am  informed,  upon  good  authority,  that  your  reason  for  keeping 
hiro  hitherto  in  stricter  confiDcment  than  ntjual  is,  that  yon  da 
not  look  upon  hitn  in  the  light  of  a  eommon  prisonor  of  war,  but 
■a  a  deserter  from  the  British  service,  as  his  resignation  has  never 
been  accepted,  uid  that  you  intend  to  try  him  as  such  by  a 
eourt- martial.  I  will  not  undertake  to  determine  how  far  this 
doctrine  may  be  jastlGable  among  yourselves,  but  I  must  give  yoii 
warning  that  Major-general  Lee  is  looked  upon  as  an  officer 
belonging  to,  and  under  the  protection  of  the  United  Independent 
State^of  America,  and  that  any  violence  you  may  commit  upon  his 
life  and  liberty,  will  be  severely  retaliated  upon  the  lives  or  liberties 
of  the  British  officers,  or  those  of  theb  foreign  allies  in  onr  bauds." 

In  this  letter  he  likewise  adverted  to  the  treatment  of  Amer- 
iean  prisoners  in  New  York ;  several  who  had  recently  boea 
released,  having  given  the  most  shocking  account  of  the  barbari- 
ties they  had  expL'rienoed,  "which  their  niiserablc,  entaciatcd 
oounteuances  confirmed." — "I  would  beg,"  added  he.  "that 
MBte  certain  rule  of  eondnot  towards  prisoners  may  be  settled; 
■ad,  if  you  are  determined  to  make  captivity  as  distressing  as 
poanble,  let  me  know  it,  that  we  may  be  upon  e^ual  terms,  fbr 
oouduci  shall  regulate  mine," 
\* 
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Sir  WiUiam,  in  reply,  proposed  to  leiid  en  offieer  of  nnk  lo 
Waahingion,  to  oonfer  upon  a  mode  of  exchange  and  aabsialenoe 
of  prisoners.  *'  This  expedient,"  obsenres  he,  *'  appearing  to  me 
efFectnal  fior  settling  all  diffsrenoes,  will,  I  hope,  be  the  means  of 
preyenting  a  repetition  of  the  impnqper  terms  in  which  yoor  let- 
ter is  expressed  and  fimnded  on  the  grossest  misrepresentationa. 
I  shaU  not  make  anj  farther  comment  upon  it,  than  to  aasore 
you,  that  your  throats  of  retaliating  upon  the  innocent  such  pon* 
ishment  as  may  be  decreed  in  the  circomstances  of  Mr.  Lee  by 
the  laws  of  his  coontiy,  will  not  dirert  me  from  my  duty  in  any 
respect ;  at  the  same  time,  you  may  rest  satisfied  that  the  pro- 
ceedings against  him  will  not  be  precipitated ;  and  I  trust  that, 
in  this,  or  in  any  other  erent  in  the  course  of  my  command,  you 
will  not  hare  just  cause  to  sccuse  me  of  inhumanity,  prejudicci 
or  passion." 

Sir  William,  in  truth,  was  greatly  perplexed  with  respect  to 
Lee,  and  had  written  to  England  to  Lord  Qeorge  Gkrmaine  for 
instructions  in  the  case.  *^  General  Lee,"  writes  he,  "  being  con- 
sidered in  the  light  of  a  deserter,  is  k^t  a  dose  prisoner ;  but 
I  do  not  bring  him  to  trial,  as  a  doubt  has  arisen,  whether,  by  a 
public  resignation  of  his  half  pay  prior  to  his  entry  into  the 
rebel  army,  he  was  amenable  to  the  military  law  as  a  deserter." 

The  proposal  of  Sir  William,  that  all  disputed  points  relative 
to  the  exchange  and  subsistence  of  prisoners,  should  be  adjusted 
by  referees,  led  to  the  appointment  of  two  officers  for  the  pur- 
pose ;  Colonel  Walcott  by  General  Howe,  and  Colonel  Harrison, 
"the  old  secretary,"  by  Washington.  In  the  contemplated 
exchanges  was  that  of  one  of  the  Hessian  field-officers  for  Colonel 
Ethan  Allen. 

The  haughty  i^irit  of  Lee  had  experienced  a  scTcre  humilia- 
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tkm  in  the  late  oataslrqphe ;  his  pungent  and  eanstio  humor  is  at 
an  end.  In  a  letter  addressed  shortly  afterwards  to  Washington, 
y  and  enclosing  cme  to  Congress  which  Lord  and  General  Howe 
had  permitted  him  to  send,  he  writes,  ^^  as  the  contents  are  of  the 
last  importance  to  me,  and  perhaps  not  le»  so  to  the  community, 
I  most  earnestly  entreat,  my  dear  general,  that  you  will  despatch 
it  imi^ediately,  and  order  the  Congress  to  be  as  expeditious  as 
possible." 

The  letter  contained  a  request  that  two  or  three  gentlemen 
might  be  sent  immediately  to  New  York,  to  whom  he  would  com- 
municate what  he  conceived  to  be  of  the  greatest  importance. 
^  If  my  own  interests  were  alone  at  stake,"  writes  he,  '^  I  flatter 
myself  that  the  Congress  would  not  hesitate  a  single  instant  in 
acquiescing  in  my  request;  but  this  is  fieir  from  the  case;  the 
interests  of  the  public  are  equally  concerned.  *  *  Lord  and 
General  Howe  will  grant  a  safe  conduct  to  the  gentlemen 
deputed." 

The  letter  having  been  read  in  Congress,  Washington  was 
directed  to  inform  General  Lee  that  they  were  pursuing  and 
would  continue  to  pursue  every  means  in  their  power  to  provide 
for  his  personal  safety,  and  to  obtain  his  liberty ;  but  that  they 
considered  it  improper  to  send  any  of  their  body  to  communicate 
with  him,  and  4;ould  not  perceive  how  it  would  tend  to  his  ad- 
vantage or  the  bterest  of  the  public. 

Lee  repeated  his  request,  but  with  no  better  success.  He 
felt  this  refusal  deeply ;  as  a  brief,  sad  note  to  Washington  indi- 


'^  It  is  a  most  unfortunate  circumstance  for  myself,  and  I 
think  not  less  so  for  the  public,  that  Congress  have  not  thought 
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proper  to  comply  with  mj  request  It  eonld  not  poMiblj  lia?« 
been  Attended  with  anj  ill  oonieqnenees,  and  might  with  good 
oaes.  At  least  it  was  an  indulgence  which  I  thought  mj  sitna* 
tion  entitled  me  ta  Bat  I  am  unfortunate  in  erery  thing,  and 
this  stroke  is  the  severest  I  have  jet  ezperieDoed.  Qod  send 
yoa  a  different  fitte.    Adieu,  my  dear  general 

*'  Yours  most  truly  and  affectionately,  ^ 

''  Charlis  Ln.** 

How  different  from  the  humorous,  satirical,  self-confident  tone 
of  his  former  letters.  Yet  Lee's  actual  treatment  was  not  so 
harsh  as  had  been  represented.  He  was  in  close  confinement,  it 
is  true ;  but  three  rooms  had  been  fitted  up  for  his  reception  in 
the  Old  City  Hall  of  New  York,  having  nothing  of  the  look  of 
a  prison  excepting  that  they  were  secured  by  bolts  and  bars. 

Congress,  in  the  mean  time,  had  resorted  to  their  threatened 
measure  of  retaliation.  On  the  20th  of  February,  they  had  re- 
solved, that  the  Board  of  War  be  directed  immediately  to  order 
the  five  Hessian  field-oflicers  and  Lieutenant-colonel  Campbell 
into  safe  and  close  custody,  '^  it  being  the  unalterable  resolution 
of  Congress  to  retaliate  on  them  the  same  punishment  as  may  be 
iDflioted  on  the  person  of  General  Lee." 

The  Colonel  Campbell  here  mentioned  had  commanded  one 
of  Greneral  Eraser's  battalions  of  Highlanders,  and  had  been 
captured  on  board  of  a  transport  in  Nantasket  road,  in  the  pre- 
ceding summer.  He  was  a  member  of  Parliament,  and  a  gentle- 
man of  fortune.  Betaliation  was  carried  to  excess  in  regard  to 
him,  for  he  was  thrown  into  the  common  jail  at  Concord  m  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

From  his  prison  he  made  an  appeal  to  Washington,  which 
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e  touched  his  quick  sense  of  juaticc  He  immediatelj  vrrota 
I  tho  council  of  MacsBcliusctts  Bay,  quoting  the  words  of  the 
resolution  of  Congress.  "  By  this  you  wUI  observe,"  adds  ho, 
"  that  aaacil^  the  gams  treaimtnt  is  to  ha  shown  to  Colonel 
^^kiiipbell  and  the  Heasitui  officers,  that  General  Howe  ishoir.i  to. 
^Beneral  Lee,  nod  as  ho  is  only  confined  to  a  commodioua  house 
Hnth  genteel  aecommodatioas,  wc  have  no  right  or  reason  to  be 
Klore  severe  on  Colonel  Campbell,  who  I  wouht  wish  should  upoo 
^pe  receipt  of  this  be  removed  from  his  present  eituation,  &iid  be 
^nt  into  a  house  where  be  may  live  comfortably." 
H  In  a  letter  to  the  President  of  CongreKs  on  the  following  day, 
^pB  gives  bis  moderating  cuuusela  ou  the  whole  eubject  of  rctalio- 
^Kon.  "  Thougli  I  sincerely  coram iacrate,'  writes  he,  "  the  mis- 
^Rrtunes  of  General  Lcc,  and  feci  much  for  his  present  unhappy 
^■tnation.  yet  with  all  possible  deference  to  the  opinion  of  Con- 
^Kess,  I  four  that  these  resulutions  will  not  have  the  desired  effect, 
Hfe  founded  on  impolicy,  and  will,  if  adhered  to,  produce  couse- 
^noncwB  of  an  extensive  ond  melancholy  nature.''  •  •  ■ 
H  "  The  balance  of  priaonern  is  greatly  against  ua,  and  a  general 
^Bgard  to  the  happiness  of  the  whole  should  mark  our  conduct. 
^Bkn  we  imagine  tliat  onr  enemies  will  not  mete  the  same  puni.sh- 
Kbeuts,  the  same  indignities,  the  same  crudtien,  to  those  belonging 
Ho  us,  in  their  possession,  that  wo  impose  on  theirs  in  our  power  f 
^Hfay  should  we  suppose  tbem  to  possess  more  hninnnity  than  ve 
^Kire  oufsclrcs?  Or  why  should  un  ineffectual  attempt  to  relieve 
^■d  diatrcs^a  of  one  brave,  uufortunate  man,  involve  many  more 
^B  the  saiue  calamities?  •  ■  •  Suppose,"  continues  he,  "the 
^■Mtmvnt  prescribed  for  the  Hessians  should  he  pursued,  will  it 
^b(  establiAh  what  the  enemy  hare  been  aiming  to  effect  by  (ivery 
^ntilin!  and  the  grossest  misropr&iciilatianis,  I  mean  an  opinion  of 


18  UR  OF  WASHINOTOV.  [1771 

(mr  enmity  towards  them,  and  of  the  eroel  treatment  thej  expe- 
rience when  thej  fall  into  our  hands,  a  prejudice  which  we  on 
our  part  hare  heretofore  thought  it  politic  to  suppreee,  and  to 
root  out  hy  every  act  of  lenity  and  of  kindness  ?  " 

*'  Many  more  objections,^  added  he, "  might  be  subjoined,  were 
they  material  I  shall  only  observe,  that  the  present  state  of  the 
army,  if  it  dcserres  that  name,  will  not  authorise  the  language  of 
retaliation,  or  the  style  of  menace.  This  will  be  conceded  by  all 
who  know  that  the  whole  of  our  force  is  weak  and  trifling,  and 
composed  of  militia  (very  few  regular  troops  excepted)  whose  ser* 
vice  is  on  the  eve  of  expiring." 

In  a  letter  to  Mr.  Robert  Morris  also,  he  writes :  '*  I  wish, 
with  all  my  heart,  that  Congress  had  gratified  General  Lee  in  his 
request  If  not  too  late  I  wish  they  would  do  it  still.  I  can  sea 
no  possible  eril  that  can  result  from  it ;  some  good,  I  think, 
might.  The  request  to  see  a  gentleman  or  two  came  from  the 
general  J  not  from  the  commissioners;  there  could  have  been  no 
harm,  therefore,  in  hearing  what  hs  had  to  say  on  any  subject, 
especially  as  he  had  declared  that  his  own  personal  interest  was 
deeply  concerned.  The  resolve  to  put  in  close  confinement 
Lieutenant-colonel  Campbell  and  the  Hessian  field-officers,  in 
order  to  retaliate  upon  them  General  Lec^s  punishment,  is,  in 
my  opinion,  injurious  in  every  point  of  view,  and  must  have 
been  entered  into  without  due  attention  to  the  consequences. 
•  •  •  •  •  jf  ^g  resolve  of  Congress  respecting  Gt^neral 
Lee  strikes  you  in  the  same  point  of  view  it  has  done  me,  I  could 
wish  you  would  signify  as  much  to  that  body  as  I  really  think  it 
fraught  with  every  evil." 

Washington  was  not  always  successful  in  instilling  his  wise 
modcatit):!  into  public  councils.     Congress  adhered  to  their  viii- 
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.4iei'ive  yoUtiy,  mercljr  directing  tliut  oa  oUicr  liarilabipa  ahonld  be 
'billicled  on  lliu  cajitivc  officers,  than  i;uch  condueiiient  us  waa 
iwary  tu  any  llicir  reiioiro  into  c&bct.  As  to  their  rufusul 
to  graut  the  reijucst  of  Lee,  Robert  Hurris  ^unnised  tbcy  vcre 
tcarial  of  ihc  injurious  effect  that  might  be  produced  in  the  court 
of  Fmnee,  should  it  be  reported  that  meiaberB  of  Congress  visited 
Oeneral  Lee  by  perniissioa  of  the  British  com  mission  era.  Tbera 
were  other  circumBtaaPea  beside  the  treatment  of  General  Lee, 
to  produce  this  indignant  sensibility  on  the  part  of  Congress. 
JkccouDts  were  rife  st  this  junetare,  of  the  cruelties  and  indig- 
liticj  jiloMist  iuToriably  experienced  by  Amerintn  prisoocrs  at 
Hevf  York ;  and  an  active  correspondence  on  the  subject  was 
guiug  ou  bclween  Washington  and  the  British  commanders,  at  the 
Bune  time  with  that  regarding  General  Lee. 

Tlie  nplire  Aiaericaua  who  had  been  in  the  naval  service 
«aid  to  be  confined,  otficera  and  inon,  in  prison-ships,  which, 
their  loathsome  oonditmn,  ma  the  horrors  and  Bufferings  of 
kinds  experienecd  on  board  of  Lhein,  had  acijuired  the  appella- 
ot  JSoating  htils.  Those  who  bad  been  in  the  land  Bcrrioe, 
crowded  into  jails  asd  dungeons  like  the  vilest  malefactors ; 
id  wore  represented  as  pining  iu  cold,  in  filth,  in  hunger  and 
:edneaB. 

Our  poor  devoted  soldiers,"  writes  an  cye-witnesa,  "  were 

intilj  supplied    with    proviaions    of  bad    quality,  wrctoliedlj 

ilhed,  and  destitute  of  sufficient  fuel,  if  indeed  they  had  any. 

waa  the  inevitable  eonaenuenco,  and  their  prisons  soon 

became  hospitals,     A  fut^l  malady  was  generated,  and  the  moi- 

Islity,  to  ei'ery  heart  not  steeled  \ty  the  spirit  of  party,  woe  truly 

ilorable." "      According    to    popular    account,  the   prisoners 

*  Gngrdoi'*  Mohk^ti,  p.  332. 


20  LIFE  or  WASHINGTON.  [177X 

eonfined  on  shipboard,  and  on  diore,  were  periflhing  by  hnn- 
dreds. 

A  Btatement  made  by  a  Captain  Gkmble,  recently  confined 
on  board  of  a  prison-Bhip,  had  eq>ecially  ronaed  the  ire  of  Congreea^ 
*and  by  their  directions  had  produced  a  letter  from  Washington 
to  Lord  Howe.  "  I  am  sorry,"  writes  he,  '^  that  I  am  under  tbo 
disagreeable  necessity  of  troubling  your  lordship  with  a  letter, 
almost  wholly  on  the  subject  of  the  cruel  treatment  which  our 
officers  and  men  in  the  naval  department,  who  are  unhi^py 
enough  to  fall  into  your  hands,  receiye  on  board  the  prison-shipj 
in  the  harbor  of  New  York.*^  After  specifying  the  case  of  Cap- 
tain Gamble,  and  adding  a  few  particulars,  he  proceeds :  ^  From 
the  opinion  I  haye  CTcr  been  taught  to  entertain  of  your  lordship's 
humanity,  I  will  not  suppose  that  you  are  privy  to  proceedings 
of  80  cruel  and  unjustifiable  a  nature ;  and  I  hope,  that,  upon 
making  the  proper  inquiry,  you  will  have  the  matter  so  regulated, 
that  the  unhappy  persons  whose  lot  is  captivity,  may  not  in  fu- 
ture have  the  miseries  of  cold,  disease,  and  famine,  added  to  their 
other  mi8fartune&  Ton  may  call  us  rebels,  and  say  that  we  de- 
serve no  better  treatment;  but  remember,  my  lord,  that,  suppoi^ing 
us  rebels,  we  still  have  feelings  as  keen  and  sensible  as  loyalists,  and 
will,  if  forced  to  it,  most  assuredly  retaliate  upon  those  upon  whom 
we  look  as  the  unjust  invaders  of  our  rights,  liberties  and  proper- 
ties. I  should  not  have  said  thus  much,  but  my  injured  country- 
men have  long  called  upon  me  to  endeavor  to  obtain  a  redress 
of  their  grievances,  and  I  should  think  myself  as  culpable  as 
those  who  inflict  such  severities  upon  them,  were  I  to  continue 
silent,"  &c 

Lord  Howe,  in  reply  (Jan.  17),  expressed  himself  surprised 
at  the  matter  and  language  of  Washington's  letter,  *'  so  different 
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^Bfrom  the  liberal  Tein  of  seotimcat  bo  bad  bcco  habituated  to 

expect  on  every  occasion  of  personal  iutercourae  or  correspouil- 

ence  with  bim."      lie  was  Burprised,  too,  that  "  the  idle  aud 

anDaturul  report "  of  Capluiu  Gamble,  respecting  the  dead  aud 

djing,  and  the  utglect  of  prccautiona  againut  infection,  Bhouhl 

meet  with  any  credit.     "  Attention  to  preserve  the  Uvea  of  tlieso 

^_  aieu,"  uTites  he,  "  whom  we  eHteem  the  inbled  subjects  of  iho 

^^Udng,  is  a  duty  sa  binding  on  us,  where  we  are  able  fcoiu  clrcum- 

^KnuDces  to  execute  it  with  effect,  as  any  you  can  plead  for  the 

interest  you  profess  in  their  welfare." 

He  denied  that  prisoncra  were  ill  treated  in  hia  particular 
department  (the  naval).  They  had  been  allowed  the  general  lib- 
erty of  the  prisoQ'Bhip,  uiitil  a  sueecssfnl  attempt  of  some  to 
escape,  had  rendered  it  ueces«ary  to  restrain  the  rest  within  snoU 
limits  as  left  the  comniaudiug  parts  of  the  ship  in  possession  of 
the  guard.  They  had  the  same  proviaiuns  in  quality  aud  quan- 
tity that  were  furnialied  to  the  seamen  of  his  own  ghip.  The 
irant  of  clcanlincsa  was  the  result  of  their  own  indolcnoe  and 
neglect.  In  regard  to  health,  they  bad  the  constant  attendance 
of  an  American  Eurgeon,  a  fellow-priaoner;  who  was  furnished 
^^^vith  medleiucs  from  the  king's  etores;  and  the  visits  of  ths 
^^B^yaician  uf  the  fleet. 

^H  "  Aa  I  abhor  every  im[mtatLan  of  wanton  emelty  in  multi- 
^^nlying  ^e  miseries  of  the  wrelcbed,"  obscrvea  his  lordship,  ''  or 
^^bf  treating  them  with  needless  severity,  I  have  taken  the  trouble 
^*lo  slat«  tUeao  several  facta." 

In  regard  to  the  hint  at  rctalialloo,  he  leaves  it  to  Waahing- 
ton  to  act  therein  as  bo  should  tbiuk  fit;  but  adds  he  grandly, 
*the  innocent  at  my  disposal  will  not  have  any  scveritiea  to 
(prebend  from  me  on  that  accouut. 
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We  have  quoted  tbiB  correspondence  the  more  freely,  becauM 
it  is  on  a  subject  deeply  worn  into  the  American  mind;  and 
about  which  we  have  heard  too  many  particulars,  from  childhood 
upwards,  from  persons  of  unquestionable  veracity,  who  suffered 
in  the  cause,  to  permit  us  to  doubt  about  the  fact  The  J^rujf 
Prison-ship  is  proverbial  in  our  revolutionary  history ;  and  the 
bones  of  the  unfortunate  patriots  who  perished  on  board,  form  a 
monument  on  the  Long  Island  shore.  The  horrors  of  the  Sugar 
Souse  converted  into  a  prison,  arc  traditional  in  New  York ;  and 
the  brutal  tyranny  of  Cunningham,  the  provost  marshal,  over 
men  of  worth  confined  in  the  common  jail,  for  the  sin  of  patriot- 
ism, has  been  handed  down  from  general  iun  to  generation. 

That  Lord  Howe  and  Sir  William  were  ignorant  of  the 
extent  of  these  atrocities  we  really  believe,  but  it  was  their  duty 
to  be  well  informed.  War  is,  at  best,  a  cruel  trade,  that  habitu- 
ates those  who  follow  it  to  regard  the  sufferings  of  others  with 
iudiffercuce.  There  is  not  a  doubt,  too,  that  a  feeling  of  oon- 
tumcly  deprived  the  patriot  prisoners  of  all  sympathy  in  the 
early  stages  of  the  Revolution  They  were  regarded  as  crimi- 
nals rather  than  captives.  The  stigma  of  rebels  seemed  to  take 
from  them  all  the  indulgences,  scanty  and  miserable  as  they  are, 
usually  granted  to  prisoners  of  war.  The  British  officers  looked 
down  with  haughty  contempt  upon  the  American  officers,  who 
had  fallen  into  their  hands.  The  British  soldiery  treated  them 
with  insolent  scurrility.  It  seemed  as  if  the  very  ties  of  oon- 
eanguinity  rendered  their  hostility  more  intolerant,  for  it  waa 
observed  that  American  prisoners  were  better  treated  by  the 
Hessians  than  by  the  British.  It  was  not  until  our  countrymen 
had  made  themselves  formidable  by  their  successes  that  thej 
were  treated,  when  prisoners,  with  common  decency  and  humanity. 
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The  difficulties  arising  out  of  the  case  of  General  Lee  inter- 
rupted the  operations  with  regard  to  the  exchange  of  prisoners ; 
and  gallant  men,  on  both  sides,  suffered  prolonged  detention  in 
consequence ;  and  among  the  number  the  brave,  but  ill-starred 
Ethan  Allen. 

Lee,  in  the  mean  time,  remained  in  confinement,  until  direc- 
tions with  regard  to  him  should  be  received  from  government. 
Events,  however,  had  diminished  his  importance  in  the  eyes  of 
the  enemy;  he  was  no  longer  considered  the  American  palladium. 
"  As  the  capture  of  the  Hessians  and  the  manoeuvres  against  the 
British  took  place  after  the  surprise  of  General  Lee,"  observes  a 
London  writer  of  the  day,  "  we  find  that  ho  is  not  the  only 
efficient  officer  in  the  American  service."  * 
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BXSKTIOIIB     TO     FORM    A    HEW    ARMT — CAIXB    0!V    Tim    mPPKUXSIT  ITAl 
INSUPFICIKXCT     or    Tint     mUTIA — ^WASHIXOmx's    CASK     FOS     TIIB 
MA5RT — DAIfOnti  HI  THB    IfORTHBRN    DRrARTMEMT — WIIITSR    ATTACK    OS 
TICONI>BROOA  APPRKHKirDKD — KXBSTIOira  TO   RRnfPORTS  aCnUTLSR — 1 
CARIOC8     9TATB     OF      WAAHnvOTOX's      ARMT — COSURCTTRBS     AS      TO 
DESIOX8  or   TUR   B2fXMT — KXrEl>IT10Sf    or    TIIK    BRtTlBII  AOAimT  PRI 
KILL. 

Tub  early  part  of  the  year  brought  the  animal  embarrasfflnents 
caused  by  short  enlistments.  The  brief  terms  of  service  tor 
vhich  the  Continental  soldiery  had  enlisted,  a  few  months  per- 
haps, at  most  a  year,  were  expiring ;  and  the  men,  glad  to  be 
released  from  camp  daty,  were  hastening  to  their  rustic  hoDMi. 
Militia  had  to  be  the  dependence  until  a  new  army  could  be  raised 
and  organized ;  and  Washington  called  on  the  council  of  safely 
of  Pennsylvania,  speedily  to  furnish  temporary  reinforcements  of 
the  kind. 

All  his  officers  that  could  be  spared  were  ordered  away,  some 
to  recruit,  some  to  collect  the  scattered  men  of  the  different 
regiments,  who  were  dispersed,  he  said,  almost  over  the  contiuentb 
General  Knox  was  sent  off  to  MasHachusetts  to  expedite  the  raising 
of  a  battalion  of  artillery.  Different  States  were  urged  to  levy  and 
equip  their  quotas  for  the  Continental  army.     "  Nothing  but  the 
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united  efforts  of  evcrj  State  in  America,"  writea  he,  "  can  save  us 
from  dlagroee,  and  probably  from  ruin." 

BUode  laUnd  ia  repmachcd  with  raising  troops  for  home  ser* 
Ticfl  bffgre  famishing  its  supplj  to  the  general  army.  "  If  each 
State,"  writes  ho,  "  were  to  prepare  for  its  own  defence  iudepen* 
dent  of  eiich  other,  they  would  all  be  conqnered,  one  by  one.  Our  | 
ruteesi  must  depend  on  ajirm  union,  and  a  strict  artkerena 
the  general  plan."  ' 

He  deplores  the  fluctuating  stiite  of  the  army  while  depending  I 
OD  militia ;  full  one  day,  almost  disbanded  the  next  "  I  am  in 
ttfniid  that  the  enemy,  one  day  or  other,  taking  advantage  of  one  1 
of  iheae  temporary  weaknesses,  will  make  themselves  masters  of  | 
our  magaiinea  of  stores,  arms  and  artillery. " 

The  militia,  too,  on  being  dismissed,  were  generally  suffered  | 
by  their  officers  to  carry  home  with  them  the  arms  with  which  I 
they  bad  been  furnished,  so  that  the  armory  waa  in  a  manner  seat-  | 
tered  over  all  the  world,  and  for  ever  lost  lo  tlic  public. 

Then  an  earnest  word  is  spoken  by  him  in  behalf  of  tha  J 
yeomanry,  whose  welfare  always  lay  near  bis  heart.  "  You  must  J 
be  fully  sensible,"  writes  be,  "  of  the  hardships  imposed  upon 
individuals,  and  how  detrimental  it  must  bo  to  the  public  to  have  J 
fcrmers  and  tradesmen  frequently  called  out  of  the  field,  as  militis  i 
jDen,  whereby  a  total  stop  is  put  to  arte  and  agriculture,  without  j 
whieh  we  cannot  long  subsist," 

^Vliile  thus  anxiously  exerting  himself  to  strengthen  his  own  ] 
precarioua  army,  the  security  of  the  Northern  department  « 
urged  upon  bia  attention.     Schuyler  repreaented  it  as  in  need  of  I 
niiiAtroemeuta  and  auppliea  of  all  kinds.     Ue  apprehended  that  I 
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Carleton  might  make  an  attack  upon  Tioonderogai  as  ioon  aa  lie 
Gould  cross  Lake  Champlain  on  the  ioe ;  thai  important  fbrtrev 
was  uudcr  the  command  of  a  brare  ofiioer,  Colonel  Anthony 
WajDC,  but  it3  garrison  had  dwindled  down  to  six  or  aeren  ban* 
dred  men,  chiefly  New  England  militia.  In  the  preaent  destitate 
situation  of  hia  department  aa  to  troops,  Schuyler  fiaared  that 
Carleton  might  not  only  succeed  in  an  attempt  on  Tioonderoga, 
but  might  push  his  way  to  Albany. 

He  had  written  in  rain,  he  said,  to  the  Conrention  of  New 
York,  and  to  the  Eastern  States,  for  reinforcements,  and  he 
entreated  Washington  to  aid  him  with  his  influence.  He  wished 
to  have  his  army  composed  of  troops  from  as  many  different 
States  as  possible ;  the  Southern  people  baring  a  greater  spirit  of 
discipline  and  subordination,  might,  he  thought,  introduce  it 
among  the  Eastern  people. 

He  wished  also  for  the  assistance  of  a  general  officer  or  two  in 
his  department  '^  I  am  alone,^'  writes  he,  *^  distracted  with  a 
variety  of  cares,  and  no  one  to  take  part  of  the  burden."  * 

Although  Washington  considered  a  winter  attack  of  the  kind 
specified  by  Schuyler  too  difficult  and  dangerous  to  be  very 
probable,  he  urged  reinforcements  from  Massachusetts  and  New 
Hampshire,  whence  they  oould  be  furnished  most  speedily.  Mas* 
sachusetts,  in  &ct,  had  already  determined  to  send  four  regimenta 
to  Schnyler^s  aid  as  soon  as  possible. 

Washington  disapproved  of  a  mixture  of  troops  in  the  present 
critical  juncture,  knowing,  he  said,  "  the  difficulty  of  maintaining 
harmony  among  men  from  different  States,  and  bringing  them  to 
lay  aside  all  attachments  and  distinctions  of  a  local  and  provincial 

•  Sdnjki^  Ltttar  Book,  US, 
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utture,  aod  consider  themselvts  iht  same  people,  tngageii  in  the 

^  tame  noble  strvggltf  and  having  one  general  intereid  to  defend.'^  " 

The  qnota  of  Mniwacliusctta,  nadcr  the  present  nrratigenieot  of 

the  army,  was  fifteen  regiments  :  and  Washinglon  ordered  Gene- 

^^  ral  Heath,  who  was  in  Massachusetts,  la  furward  them  lo  Ticon- 

^L^roga  as  fast  as  the;  could  be  raised,  f 

^H        NotwithEtanding  all  Washingtou'a  exertions  in  bclialf  of  tha    I 

^Barmy  under  his  imoicdiate  command,  it  continued  to  he  deplorably 

^Vio  want  of  reinforcement?,  ttnd  it  was  neccvsnry  to  nininUin  the 

^Rltmosi  vigilanoe  at  all  his  postK  to  prevent  hia  camp  from  being 

surprised.     The  operations  of  the  enemy  might  be  dclnyed  by  the 

bad  condition  of  the  roads,  and  the  want  of  horsc^)  to  move  their 

artillery,  but  be  anticipated  an  attack  as  soon  as  the  roads  were 

paa^ble,  and  apprehended  a  disastrous  result  uiiles;^   rpecdily 

reinforced, 

"  The  enemy,"  writes  he,  "  most  be  ignorant  of  onr  numbers 
and  eituation,  or  they  would  never  suffer  us  to  remain  numolested, 
and  I  almost  tax  myself  with  imprudence  in  cominittiog  the  fact 
to  paper,  lest  this  letter  nhonld  full  into  other  hands  tliau  those 
for  wliieh  it  is  intended."  And  again  :  "  It  is  not  in  my  power 
to  make  Congress  fully  sensible  of  the  real  situation  of  our  affairs, 
and  that  it  is  with  difficulty  I  can  keep  the  life  and  soul  of  the 
army  together.  In  a  word,  they  are  at  a  diataocc;  they  tliink  it 
_i»  but  to  soy  presfo,  begone,  and  every  thing  is  done  ;  they  seem 
t  to  have  any  conception  of  the  difficulty  and  perploiity  of 
e  kIo  have  to  execute." 

The  designs  of  the  enemy  being  mere  matter  if  ciinjcclure, 
easurcs  varied  sooordingly.     As  the  season  advanced,  Washing' 

•  Schnrlei'*  Letter  Book,  MS. 
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ton  was  led  to  bclieTe  thmt  PhiUdclphim  would  be  their  SnI 
object  at  the  opening  of  the  campaign,  and  that  thej  would  briqg 
roand  all  their  troops  from  Canada  bj  water  to  aid  in  the  enter> 
priise.  Under  this  persuasion  he  wrote  to  General  Heath,  order- 
ing him  to  send  eight  of  the  Massachusetts  battalions  to  Peek- 
skill  instead  of  Ticondcroga,  and  he  explained  his  reasons  for  so 
doing  in  a  letter  to  Schuyler.  At  Peekskill,  he  observed,  "  they 
would  be  well  placed  to  give  support  to  any  of  the  Eastern  or 
Middle  States ;  or  to  oppose  the  enemy,  should  they  design  to 
penetrate  the  country  up  the  Hudson ;  or  to  cover  New  England, 
should  they  invade  it  Should  they  move  westward,  the  Eastern 
and  Southern  troops  could  easily  form  a  junction,  and  this, 
besides,  would  oblige  the  enemy  to  leave  a  much  stronger  garri- 
son at  New  York.  Even  should  the  enemy  pursue  their  first 
plan  of  an  invasion  from  Canada,  the  troops  at  Poekskill  would 
not  be  badly  placed  to  reinforce  Ticondcroga,  and  cover  the  coun- 
try around  Albany."  "  I  am  very  sure,"  concludes  he,  **  the 
operations  of  this  army  will  in  a  great  degree  govern  the  motions 
of  that  in  Canada.  If  this  is  held  at  hay^  curbed  and  confined^ 
the  Northern  army  will  not  dare  attempt  to  penetrate,'*'^  The 
last  sentence  will  be  found  to  contain  the  policy  which  governed 
Washington's  personal  movements  throughout  the  campaign. 

On  the  18th  of  March  he  despatched  General  Greene  to 
Philadelphia,  to  lay  before  Congress  such  matters  as  he  oould 
not  venture  to  communicate  by  letter.  '*  He  is  an  able  and  good 
officer,"  writes  he,  "  who  has  my  entire  oonfidenee,  and  is  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  my  ideas." 

Greene  had  scarce  departed  when  the  enemy  began  to  give 
signs  of  life.  The  delay  in  the  arrival  of  artillery,  more  than 
his  natural  indolence,  had  kept  General   Howe  from  formallj 
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Ulilng  llic  Seld  ;  lie  now  niuUo  j>r«paralioa>>  for  tlio  next  oompaiga 
bf  ilcUcliiiig  troopa  to  destroy  the  AinartCftD  deposits  of  luiliUij 
Mores.  One  of  the  chief  of  thc^  was  &t  Peckakill,  tbo  \etj 
place  were  Wasbiiiglon  had  directed  Ilcatli  to  send  troopa  from 
IJasaachusett^ ;  and  wbicb  he  thought  of  makiug  a  central  point 
assemblage.  Hoiro  terms  it  "  the  port  of  that  rough  aud  moun- 
Iddus  tract  called  the  Manor  of  Courtlaudt."  Brigndier- 
gciicral  McDougal)  bad  tbc  command  of  it  iu  the  absence  of 
Gouerul  Ileaib,  but  his  force  did  not  exceed  two  buadrcij  and  I 
flftj'  men. 

Aa  sopn  aa  the  Hudson  was    clear  of  ice,  a   squadron   of 
vessels  of  war  and  transports,  with   five  hundred  troops  under 
Colonel  Bird,  ascended  the  river.     McDougall  had  iDtelligouce 
irf  the  iutcnded  attack,  and  while  the  ahips  were  makinj;  their  ] 
Vny  serosa  thu  Tnppau  Sen  and  H»vcrslraw  Baj,  exerted  hirusolf 

0  as  much  as  possible  of   the  provisions  mud  stores  to    | 
Ports  Hontgonierj  and  Constitution  io  the  Highlands.     On  ibo 
bioniing  of  the  23d,  the  whole  njtiadroa  came  to  anchor  iu  Peek- 
till  Hnj  ;  and  five  hundred  raea  landed  in  Lent'a  Cove,  on  tbe    I 
luth  aide  of  the  bay,  whence  they  pushed  forward  with  four  light 
tld-piccea  dmwn  by  sailors.     On  their  approach,  McDougall  set 
fire  to  the  barracks  and  principal  storehouses  and  retreated  about 
two  miles   to  a  strong  post,  commanding  tbe  entrance  to  the 
Highlands,  and  the  road  to  Continental  Yitlagc,  the  place  of  tbe 
taits.     It  was  tbe  past  wbjcb  bad  been  noled  by  WiLshingtou 
preceding  year,  where  a  smnll  force  could  make  a  sta^id, 
hurl  down  ma.'^s  of  rock  on  their  as^iailBnts.     Hence   Mu- 
^1  sent  aa  express  to   Lieut«nant'Coluuel   Marinus  Willet, 
had  cb.irge  nf  Fort  Constitution,  to  h&sten  to  hia  asGistanoe. 
The   ItriiLHh,  Gliding   tbr?  wharf  in  flames  where  they    bad 
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intended  to  embark  their  spoils,  completed  the  eonl 
beside  destroying  several  small  craft  laden  with  proTlsions. 
They  kept  possession  of  the  place  until  the  following  day,  when 
a  scouting  party,  which  had  adranced  towards  the  entrance  of 
the  Highlands,  was  encountered  by  Colonel  Marinus  WiUet  with  a 
detachment  from  Fort  Constitution,  and  driren  back  to  the  main 
body  after  a  sharp  skirmish,  in  which  nine  of  the  marauders  were 
killed.  Four  more  were  slain  on  the  banks  of  Canopas  Creek  as 
they  were  setting  fire  to  some  boats.  The  enemy  were  disap- 
pointed in  the  hope  of  carrying  off  a  great  deal  of  booty,  and  finding 
the  country  around  was  getting  under  arms,  they  contented 
themselves  with  the  mischief  they  had  done,  and  re-embarked  in 
the  evening  by  moonlight,  when  the  whole  squad  n>n  .swept  down 
the  Hudson. 


CHAPTER    IV. 


Wk  bare  now  to  eater  npon  a  tissue  of  circumatances  oonaected 
irilL  tht  SortLem  department,  wbich  vrill  be  fuuad  materially  to 
influoitce  the  course  of  affairs  in  tbat  quarter  througbout  the  cur- 
rent year,  and  uUimately  to  be  fruitful  of  annoyance  to  Wash* 
tngtoa  himself.  To  make  these  more  clear  to  the  reader,  it  i» 
necessary  to  revert  to  events  in  the  preoeding  year. 

The  question  of  commaQd  between  Schuyler  and  Gates,  when 

I^ttled  US  we  hare  shown  by  Congress,  had  caused  no  tnterrup- 
tioo  to  the  harmoDy  of  intercourse  between  these  generak. 
Sohuyler  directed  the  affairs  of  the  department  with  energy 
and  activity  from  his  head -quarters  at  Albany,  where  they  had 
lie«D  fixed  by  Congress,  while  Gates,  suhurdioato  to  him,  com- 
uided  the  post  of  Ticonderoga. 
The  diuappoiutment  of  an  indepeudeut  command,  bonever,  still 
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rankled  in  the  mind  of  the  latter,  and  was  kept  alire  by  the 
officiouB  snggestiana  of  meddling  friends.  In  the  course  of  the 
autumn,  his  hopes  in  this  req)eet  rerived.  Schooler  was  again 
disgusted  with  the  scnrioe.  In  the  discharge  of  his  yarious  and 
harassing  duties,  he  had  been  annoyed  by  sectional  jealousies  and 
ill  will.  His  motives  and  measures  had  been  maligned.  The 
failures  in  Canada  had  been  attributed  to  him,  and  he  had  re- 
peatedly entreated  Congress  to  order  an  inquiry  into  the  many 
charges  made  against  him,  ^*  that  he  might  not  any  longer  be  in* 
suited.'' 

<<  I  assure  yon,'*  writes  he  to  Gkites  on  the  2r)th  of  Angu^t^ 
"  that  I  am  so  sincerely  tired  of  abuse,  that  I  will  let  my  enemies 
arrive  at  the  completion  of  their  wishes  by  retiring,  as  soon  as  I 
shall  have  been  tried;  and  attempt  to  serve  my  injured  country 
in  some  other  way,  where  envy  and  detraction  will  have  no  temp- 
tat  ion  to  follow  me.'' 

On  the  14th  of  September,  he  actually  offered  his  resignation 
of  his  commission  as  major-general,  and  of  every  other  office  and 
appointment ;  still  claiming  a  court  of  inquiry  on  his  conduct, 
and  expressing  his  determination  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  a  good 
citizen,  and  promote  the  weal  of  his  native  country,  but  in  some 
other  capacity.  "  I  trust,"  writes  he,  "  that  my  successor,  who- 
ever he  may  be,  will  find  that  matters  are  as  prosperously  ar- 
ranged in  this  department  as  the  nature  of  the  service  will  admit. 
I  shall  most  readily  give  him  any  information  and  assistance  in 
my  power." 

He  immediately  wrote  to  General  Gates,  apprising  him  of 
his  having  sent  in  his  resignation.  "  It  is  much  to  be  lanicuted," 
writes  he,  "  that  calumny  is  so  much  cherished  in  this  unhappy 
eountry,  and  that  so  few  of  the  servants  of  the  public  escape  the 
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malerolenoe  of  a  set  of  insidious  n 
to  the  Decessiljr  of  migning." 

As  the  onnimand  of  the  departn 

■cccplcd,  vrnuld  of  roarse  devolve 

^_.lriU  render  every  aRsistance  in  his 

^BBatea  might  appoint  to  command  in 

Klar 


iscreaots.     It  Las  driven  mo 

lent,  should  his  resignation  be 

on  Gates,  ho  assures  hira  he 

1  power  to  any  officer  whom 

Albany, 

All  his  Icttera  to  Gates,  while  they  were  thus  in  relation  iii  the 

tartmrot,  had  been  kind  and  courteous;  beginning  with,  "  My 

^4e*r  Gencrttl,"  and  ending  with,  "  adieu  '  and  "  every  friendly 

Schuyler  was  a  warm-hearted  man,  and  his  exprcsaioos 

were  probably  sincere. 

The  hopes  of  Gates,  iDspired  by  this  proffered  resignation, 

^irere  doomed  to  be  again  overelooded.     Schuyler  was  informed 

^Bf  President  Hancock, "  that  Congress,  during  the  prc-ipnl  -itate  of 

^^Bbirs,  could  not  coosent  to  accept  of  his  reaignation ;  bnt  re- 

^^nested  that  he  wonld  continue  in  the  command  he  held,  and  be 

aa^ured  that  the  asjiersionB  thrown  out  by  his  enemies  against 

his  charact«r,  hud  no  influence  upon  tbc  minds  of  the  members 

of  that   House;  and  that  more  effectually  to  put  calumny  to 

sUeuce,  they  would  at  an  early  day  appoint  a  iHnnmiltee  to  inquire 

fully  into  his  conduct,  which  they  tm^ted  would  establish  hia 

repnt&tion  in  the  opinion  of  all  good  men." 

Schuyler  recoived  the  resolve  of  Congress  with  grim  a«|ni- 
eaoenco,  but  showed  in  his  reply  that  he  was  but  half  soothed. 
"  At  this  very  critical  juncture,"  writes  he,  October  Ifi,  "  I  shall 
waive  those  remarks  which,  in  justice  to  myself,  I  must  make  at  i 
ftituro  day.  The  calumny  of  my  enemies  has  arisen  to  its  height. 
Their  malice  is  incapable  of  heightening  the  injury.  •  •  •  • 
In  the  alarming  sitnation  of  our  affairs,  I  eball  continue  to  act 
some  time  longer,  but  Congress  must  prepare  to  put  the  caru  of 
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this  department  into  other  luuida.  I  ihall  be  able  to  render  my 
country  better  servioee  in  another  line :  leM  exposed  to  a  repeti- 
tion of  the  injuries  I  hare  sustained/' 

He  had  remained  at  his  post,  therefore,  discharging  the  Tarious 
duties  of  his  department  with  his  usual  seal  and  actiTtty ;  and 
Gates,  at  the  end  of  the  campaign,  had  repaired,  as  we  hare 
shown,  to  the  yicinitj  of  Congress,  to  attend  the  flnotnation  of 
eventa 

Circumstances  in  the  course  of  the  winter  had  pat  the  worthy 
Schuyler  again  on  points  of  punctilio  with  Congress.  Among 
some  letters  intercepted  by  the  enemy  and  retaken  by  the  Ameri- 
cans, was  one  from  Colonel  Joseph  Trumbull,  the  commissary- 
general,  insinuating  that  General  Schuyler  had  secreted  or  sup- 
pressed a  commission  scut  for  his  brother.  Colonel  John  Trumbull, 
as  deputy  adjutant-general*  The  purport  of  the  letter  was 
reported  to  Schuyler.  He  spurned  at  the  insinuation.  ^*  If  it  be 
true  that  he  has  asserted  such  a  thing/'  writes  he  to  the  president, 
*^  I  shall  expect  from  Congress  that  justice  which  is  due  to  me.** 

Three  weeks  later  he  enclosed  to  the  president  a  copy  of 
Trumbull's  letter.  **  I  hope,"  writes  he,  '*  Congress  will  not 
entertain  the  least  idea  that  I  can  tamely  submit  to  such  injurioas 
treatment  I  expect  they  will  immediately  do  what  is  incumbent 
on  them  on  the  occasion.  Until  Mr.  Trumbull  and  I  are  upon  a 
footing,  I  cannot  do  what  the  laws  of  honor  and  a  regard  to  my 
own  reputation  render  indispensably  necessary.  Congress  can 
put  us  on  a  par  by  dismissing  one  or  the  other  from  the  servictt." 

Congress  failed  to  comply  with  the  general's  re(|uest     They 

*  The  reader  mmj  recollect  thmt  it  was  CommiManr-  general  Trumbull  vlie 
wrote  the  letter  to  Oatet  calculated  to  inflame  hit  jealooir  against  Schaykr, 
when  the  question  of  command  had  risen  between  them.    (See  toL  L  oh.  tt.) 
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added  also  to  biR  cbagria  bj  dismissitig  from  the  service  an  army 
phyviciui,  id  whose  appomtmeiit  he  bad  particutorlj  interested 
himself. 

Schuyler  vas  a  pniad -spirited  mas,  and,  at  times,  somewhat 
irascible.  lo 'a  letter  to  Congresa  on  the  8lb  of  Fcbmarj,  ha 
observed :  ■  "  As  Dr.  Strioger  had  my  recommeDdatioQ  to  the 
office  he  has  sustained,  perhaps  it  was  a  compliment  due  to  mo 
that  I  shonld  bavc  becii  advised  of  the  reason  of  bis  ilismissinu." 

And  a^in  :  '"  I  wa«  in  hopes  Einiue  notice  would  have  been 
taken  of  the  odious  sospieton  oontained  in  Mr.  Commissarj 
Trumbull's  intercepted  letter.  I  really  feet  myself  deeply  eha- 
grioed  on  tlie  occasion.  I  am  ineapablo  of  tbc  meaoDess  he  fflis- 
petts  me  of,  and  I  confidently  expected  that  Congress  would 
hBTc  done  me  that  justice  which  it  was  in  their  power  to  give, 
and  which  I  humbly  conceive  they  onght  to  have  done," 

This  letter  gave  great  umbrage  to  Congresa,  but  no  immedi- 
ate answer  was  made  to  it. 

Abont  this  time  the  office  of  adjotanl-general,  which  had 
remained  vacant  ever  since  the  resignation  of  Colonel  Reed,  to 
the  great  detriment  of  the  service,  cspeeinlly  now  when  a  new  army 
wvt  to  be  fbrtncd,  was  offered  to  General  Gaten.  who  had  formerly 
filled  U  with  ability  ;  and  President  Hancock  informed  him,  by 
letter,  of  the  eanie»it  desire  of  Congress  that  he  ahould  rcsoroc 
it,  retaining  his  present  rank  and  pay. 

Gates  almost  resented  the  proposal.  "  Unless  the  commander. 
in^chief  eamoitly  makes  the  earoe  request  with  your  Exeelleney," 
replies  he,  '■  all  my  endeaTore  as  adjuianl-gL-neral  would  be  rain 
and  fmilless.  I  had,  last  vear,  the  honor  to  command  in  the  sccaud 
post  in  America ;  and  had  the  good  fortune  to  prevent  the  enemy 

I  making  their  so  much  wiabod'for  junction  with  General 
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Howe  After  this,  to  be  expected  to  dwindle  again  to  the  adju- 
tant-general, retjuires  more  philosophj  on  my  part,  and  something 
more  than  words  ou  jours."  • 

He  wrote  to  Washington  to  the  same  effect,  but  declared 
that,  should  it  bo  his  Ezcellencj^s  wish,  he  would  resume  the 
office  with  alacrity. 

Washington  promptly  replied  that  he  had  often  wished  it  in 
secret,  though  he  had  never  even  hinted  at  it ;  supposing  Oatea 
might  have  scruples  on  the  subject.  ^'  You  cannot  conceive  the 
pleasure  I  fccl,^^  adds  he,  **  when  you  tell  mo  that,  if  it  id  mj 
desire  that  yon  should  resume  your  former  office,  you  will  with 
cheerfulness  and  alacrity  proceed  to  Morristown."  He  thanks 
him  for  this  mark  of  attention  to  his  wishes ;  assures  him  that  he 
looks  upon  his  resumption  of  the  office  as  the  only  means  of  giv- 
ing form  and  regularity  to  the  new  army ;  and  will  be  glad  to 
receive  a  line  from  him  mentioning  the  time  ho  would  leave  Phil- 
adelphia. 

He  received  no  such  line.  Gates  had  a  higher  object  in  view. 
A  letter  from  Schuyler  to  Congress,  had  informed  that  body  thai 
he  should  set  out  for  Philadelphia  about  the  21st  of  Man*h,  and 
should  immediately  on  his  arrival  require  the  promised  inquiry 
into  his  conduct  Gates,  of  course,  was  acquainted  with  this  cix^ 
cumstance.  He  knew  Schuyler  had  given  offence  to  Gougrcsa; 
he  knew  that  he  had  been  offended  on  his  own  part,  and  had 
repeatedly  talked  of  resigning.  He  had  aotive  friends  in  Con- 
gress ready  to  push  his  interests.  On  the  12th  of  March  his 
letter  to  President  Hancock  about  the  proffered  adjutancy  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  taken  into  consideration  on  the  following 
day. 

•  GstM's  papers.  N.  Y.  H.  lib. 
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!  ISth,  B  committee  of    five  wai  appoiuttd  to  confer 
ipna  tbc  general  state  of  affairs. 

:  Idlh,  tbe  letter  of  General  Scliuylcr  of  ttic  3d  of 

February,  which  had  given  enrh  offence,  wa.a  brought  before  the 

House,  and  tt  was  resolycd  that  hia  BUggestioo  coocerning  the 

D  of  Dr.  StriDger  waa  higtlj  derogatory  to  the  honnr  of 

CoDgresa,  and  tliat  it  was  expected  bis  letters  in  future  would  be 

rritten  in  a  style  suitable  to  tho  dignity  of  the  rcprcscntntlvo 

y  at  these  free  and  indepeodcut  States,  liud  to  bis  own  chfir- 

T  aa  ibeir  officer.     His  cjtpreasions,  too,  respecting  tho  intcr- 

Kpted  letter,  that  bo  had  expected  Congress  would  liavc  done 

n  all  tbe  justice  in  their  power,  were  pronoanced,  "  to  say  the 

,  ill-advised  and  highly  indecent."' 
Wliiic  Schuyler  was  thus  in  partial  eclipse,  the  Houpe  pro- 
ceeded tn  jippnint  a  general  officer  for  the  Northern  department, 
I  of  which  be  bnil  stated  it  to  be  in  need. 
I  Ou  the  35lh  of  March,  Gate.i  rceeiTed  the  following  note 
from  President  Hancoek :  "  I  have  it  in  cbarge  to  direct  thai 
Ifon  repair  to  Ticundcroga  ininii:diately,  and  take  comoiond  of 
Hbe  artny  stationed  In  that  dcpartuieut. ' 
'  Gates  obeyed  with  alacrity.  Again  the  vision  of  an  inde- 
pendent command  fioated  before  his  mind,  and  be  was  on  his  way 
to  Albany,  at  the  time  that  Schuyler,  ignorani  of  tbis  new 
■rruigeniciit,  was  Journeying  to  Philadelphia.  Gates  was  ncconi- 
panied  by  Brigadier-general  Fermois,  a  French  officer,  recently 
Ooniiniauoned  in  the  Continental  army.  A  rumor  of  his  approach 
im.  "  What  are  the  terms  on  which  Gates  is  coming 
asked  in  Albany.     "  Has  Schuyler  been  superseded, 


I 
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or  18  he  to  be  ho,  or  has  he  resigned  ?^*  For  a  time  all  wai 
rumor  and  conjecture.  A  report  reached  his  family  that  h% 
was  to  be  divohtcd  of  all  titles  and  rank  other  than  that  of 
Philip  Schuyler,  Esquire.  They  heard  it  with  joy,  knowing  the 
carking  carea  and  annoyancea  that  had  beset  him  in  his  eoai- 
mand.  His  military  frienda  deprecated  it  aa  a  groat  loss  to  the 
service.* 

When  Gates  arrived  in  Albany,  Colonel  Vnrick.  %^chiiyler^ 
secretary,  waited  on  him  with  a  niessngc  from  Mrs.  Schuyler, 
inviting  him  to  take  up  his  qiarters  at  the  generaPs  Loufc,  whieh 
was  in  the  vicinity.  lie  declined,  an  the  despatch  of  affairs 
required  him  to  be  continually  in  town ;  but  took  his  breakfast 
with  Mrs.  Schuyler  the  ncit  morning.  He  remained  in  Albany, 
unwilling  to  depart  for  Ticonderoga  until  there  should  be  suffi- 
cient troops  there  to  support  him. 

Schuyler  arrived  in  Philadelphia  in  the  second  week  in  April, 
and  found  himself  superseded  in  effect  by  General  Gates  in  the 
Northern  department  Ho  enclosed  to  the  committee  of  Albany 
the  recent  resolutions  of  Congress,  pa.ssed  Ixifore  his  arrival 
''  By  these/'  writes  he,  "  you  will  readily  perceive  that  I  shall 
not  return  a  general.  Under  what  influence  it  has  been  brought 
about,  I  am  not  at  liberty  now  to  mention.  On  my  return  to 
Albany,  I  shall  give  the  committee  the  fullest  information."  f 

Taking  his  seat  in  Congress  as  a  delegate  from  New  York, 
he  demanded  the  promised  investigation  of  his  conduct  during 
the  time  he  had  held  a  command  in  the  armv.  It  was  his  inten- 
tioH;  when  the  scrutiny  had  taken  plaoc,  to  resign  his  commisatODi 

•  Letter  of  C6L  lUchard  Varkk.     Schu^lur*8  Letter  Book. 

*  Schaykr*s  Lettw  Book. 
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and  retire  from  the  service.  On  the  ISth,  a  committee  of 
inquiry  was  appointed,  as  at  his  request,  composed  of  a  member 
from  each  State. 

In  the  mean  time,  as  second  major-general  of  the  United 
States  (Lee  being  the  first),  he  held  active  command  at  Philadel- 
phia, forming  a  camp  on  the  western  side  of  the  Delaware,  com- 
pleting the  works  on  Fort  Island,  throwing  up  works  on  Red 
Bank,  and  accelerating  the  despatch  of  troops  and  provisions  to 
the  commander-in-chief.  During  his  sojourn  at  Philadelphia, 
also,  he  contributed  essentially  to  reorganise  the  commissary  de- 
partment ;  digesting  rules  for  its  regulation,  which  were  mainly 
adopted  by  Congress. 


CHAPTER    V. 

VOBUGN  OmOEBfl  CANDIDATEA   Fim  »ITrATfi)NK   IX  TflK   AnMY^DimCVLiI 

IH    AUJUirnSIO   QlJMTIfiNM  OP  RANK liCClK'ltKAT — Ct>NWAT^K<M<1VKn 

WA8Hl!fGTl>x'll  UrARIifl — AK!Cf»f.l»  fiMITTEU  IX  THK  A  KMT  l>Ul>M<ni09 
WAftHIN«iT«>X  TAKin  lib*  FABT — BRtTUH  RXPEIllTlOX  A<»AIN8T  HAXBURY—- 
DESTRl'tTKiM  OP  AMKRUAX  STt»REII— it)NXE(*TllTT  rU>MAXUY  IX  AltXri — 
SKIRMIHII  AT  RIIiOfJriELIh— lil-JkTII  OF  OKXERAL  WOOSTCR— OAiX.iXT  iU:R- 
VK.'Ka  OP  ARXOLI>— IIEWARIIED  DT  OOXORMQ  EXPLOIT  OF  OOLOXKL  MBlUt 
AT   aAO-UARBOR. 

The  fame  of  the  American  struggle  for  independence  waa  bring- 
ing foreign  officers  as  candidates  for  admission  into  the  patriot 
army,  and  causing  great  embarrassment  to  the  commander-in- 
chief.  '^  They  seldom,**  writes  Washington,  ^*  bring  more  than  a 
commission  and  a  passport;  which  we  know  may  belong  to  a  bad 
as  well  as  a  good  officer.  Their  ignorance  of  our  language,  and 
their  inability  to  recruit  men,  are  insunnountable  obstacles  to 
their  being  engrafted  in  our  Continental  battalions;  for  our 
officers,  who  have  raised  their  men,  and  have  served  through  the 
war  upon  pay  that  has  not  hitherto  borne  their  expenses,  would 
be  disgusted  if  foreigners  were  put  over  their  head ;  and  I  aasura 
you,  few  or  none  of  these  gentlemen  look  lower  than  field-officers' 
commissions.  •  •  •  Some  general  mode  of  disposing  of 
them  must  be  adopted,  for  it  is  ungenerous  to  keep  thorn  in  sos- 
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\e,  and  a  great  charge  to  tlieroaclves ;   but  I  am  at  a  loBS  to 

IT  how  to  point  out  this  mode." 

CoDgrese  determined  that  no  foreign  officcra  should  receive 
coiumiwiims  who  were  not  well  acqnainted  with  the  Knglish  lan- 
guage, aud  did  not  bring  strong  teBtitaoiiiols  of  their  abilities. 
Still  there  was  emb^Jraasment,  Some  came  with  brevet  commis- 
Giiins  from  the  French  government,  and  hud  been  assured  bj  Sir. 
Dconc,  .\raerioan  commisgioner  at  Paris,  tlml  they  would  have 
(ho  aame  rank  in  the  Auierieao  arm;.  This  would  put  them 
above  Amerioaii  officers  of  merit  and  hard  service,  whose  com- 
luiasious  were  of  more  recent  date.  One  Monsieur  Bueoudray, 
OD  the  atrcugth  of  an  agreement  with  >Ir.  Denoe,  expected  to 
have  the  rank  of  major-general,  and  to  be  put  at  the  head  of  the 
artillery.  Washington  deprecated  the  idea  of  intrusti  -g  a  de- 
pirtmeot  on  which  the  very  salvation  of  the  army  might  depend, 
to  a  foreigner,  who  had  no  other  tie  to  biud  him  to  the  interests 
of  the  country  than  honor;  besides,  he  observed,  it  would  endan- 
ger the  loss  to  the  service  of  General  Knoi,  "  a  man  of  great 
military  reading,  sound  judgment,  and  clear  perceptions.  Ue 
has  eondueled  the  affairs  of  that  department  with  honor  to  him- 
^f  and  advantage  to  the  public,  and  will  resign  if  any  one  is 
i  OTCT  him." 

In  fitct,  the  report  that  Ducoudray  was  to  bo  a  major-general, 

R  commission  dated  in  the  preceding  year,  caused  a  commo- 

a  among  the  American  officers  of  that  rank,  but  whose  com^- 

were  of  later  date.     Congress  eventually  determined  not 

a  ratify  the  contract  entered  into  between  Mr.  Deane  and  Mon- 

[■ietii  Ducoudray,  and  resolved  that  the  commissions  of  foreign 

era  received  into  the  service,  should  bear  date  on  the  day  of 

r  being  filled  up  by  Washington. 
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Among  the  foreign  candidate!  for  appoiataMli  WM  mm  CM* 
onel  Cod  way,  a  native  of  Ireland,  but  who,  aeeording  to  kb  own 
account,  had  beei^  thirty  years  iu  the  senrioe  of  FnuMe,  ud 
claimed  to  be  a  cheralier  of  the  order  of  St  Louiii  of  whkk  hi 
wore  the  decoration.  Mr.  Doane  had  recommeDdod  hui  tl 
WaMliington  aa  an  officer  of  merit,  and  had  writtOD  to  Congita 
that  he  considered  him  well  (|ualificd  for  the  office  of  adjutant  or 
brigadier-general,  and  that  he  had  given  him  reason  to  Itope  ^ 
one  or  the  other  of  thes>e  appointmenta.  Colond  Conwaj 
pushed  for  that  of  brigadier-general.  It  had  been  eoahmi 
some  time  before  by  Congress  on  two  Frenefa  offieen,  Do  Fe^ 
mois  and  Deborre,  who,  he  had  observed,  had  been  inferior  to 
him  in  the  French  service,  and  it  would  be  mortifying  now  lo 
hold  rank  below  them. 

"  I  cannot  protend,'*  writes  Washington  to  the  president,  "  to 
speak  of  Colonel  Conway^s  merits  or  abilities  of  my  own  know- 
ledge. He  appears  to  bo  a  man  of  candor,  and,  if  he  has  been 
in  service  as  long  as  he  says,  I  should  suppose  him  infinitely 
better  <(uali(ied  to  serve  us  than  many  who  have  been  promoted; 
as  he  speaks  our  language. '' 

I  Conway  accordingly  received  the  rank  of  brigadier-general, 
of  which  he  8ubsci|ucntly  proved  himself  unworthy.  He  wh 
boastful  and  presumptuous,  and  became  noted  for  his  intrigoes, 
and  for  a  despicable  cabal  against  the  commander-in-ehief^  whidi 
went  by  his  name,  and  of  which  we  shall  have  to  speak  here' 
after. 

A  oaadidate  of  a  different  stamp  had  presented  himself  in  ths 
preoeding  year,  the  gallant,  generous-spirited,  Thaddeua  Kosei- 
naska  He  waa  a  Pole,  of  an  ancient  and  noble  family  of  Lithn* 
■aim,  and  had  been  educated  for  the  profesaion  of  arms  at  ths 
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lilitarj  sohoot  at  Warsaw,  and  subsequently  in  Fmni 
pointed  in  a  love  afikir  nith  u  beautiful  bdy  of  rank 
he  Lad  attempted  to  elope,  lie  Lad  emigrated  to  this  country,  and 
came  provided  with  a  letter  of  iutrodmjlicin  from  Dr.  Franklin  to 
Washington. 

"  What  do  you  seek  here?  "  inijuircd  the  commander-in-ehiet 

"  To  fight  for  Ainericnu  indepcii deuce.'' 

"  What  can  yon  do  ?  " 

Washioglon  was  plco^^d  with  the  ourt,  yet  eoraprohonBive 
reply,  and  with  his  ehirolrouH  air  and  spirit,  and  at  once  reL-cited 
biin  into  his  family  as  an  aidit-de-camp.*  Congress  shortly  after* 
wards  appuioted  him  an  engineer,  with  the  rank  of  colonel.  He 
pmviHl  a  valuable  ofliecr  throughout  the  Revolution,  uiid  won  an 
honornhle  and  lasting  name  in  our  country. 

Among  the  regiments  which  had  been  formed  in  the  spring, 
one  had  been  naincd  by  its  olEccrs  "  The  Congress's  Own,"  and 
ouother  '*  General  Wa.shingtoti'B  Life  Guards."  A  resolve  of 
CoiigresB  promptly  appeared,  pronouncing  those  appellatiouB  im- 
proper, and  ordering  that,  thi>y  should  be  discontiuued.  Wash- 
ii^ou's  own  modesty  had  already  administered  a  corrective.  In 
m  letter  to  the  President  of  Congress,  he  declared  that  ttie  regi- 
ments had  been  so  named  without  bis  consent  or  privity.  "  As 
BOou  as  I  heard  of  it,"  writes  he,  "  I  wrote  to  several  of  the 
officers  in  terms  of  severe  reprehension,  and  expressly  charged 
thcin  Id  suppress  the  difitinotion,  a<lding  that  alt  the  battalions 
were  on  the  same  footing,  and  all  under  the  general  name  of  CoD- 
tinentaL"     No  man  was  leas  desirous  for  all  individual  distiatv 


B  of  the  kind. 
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Somewhat  Utcr  ho  reallj  formed  a  companj  for  bis  guard. 
Colonel  Alexander  Spoivwood  had  the  selection  of  the  meoi  fow 
from  each  regiment;  and  was  charged  to  be  eztremelj  cantioaai 
*'  because,"  writes  Washington,  "  it  is  more  than  probable  ihal|  m 
the  course  of  the  campaign,  my  baggage,  papers,  and  other  nattcn 
of  great  public  import,  may  be  committed  to  the  sole  care  of 
meu/^  That  the  company  might  look  well,  and  be  nearly  of  a  aij 
none  were  to  be  over  five  feet  ten,  nor  under  five  feet  nine  inches 
in  stature,  and  to  be  sober,  young,  active,  and  well-made,  of  good 
character,  and  proud  of  appearing  clean  and  soldierlike.  As 
there  would  be  a  greater  chance  for  fidelity  among  such  as  had 
family  connections  in  the  country,  Spotswood  was  charged  to 
send  none  but  natives,  and,  if  possible,  men  of  some  property. 
*'  I  must  insist,"  concludes  Washington,  ^*  that,  in  making  this 
ehoiee,  you  give  no  intimation  of  my  preference  of  natives,  as  I 
do  nut  want  to  create  any  invidious  distinction  between  them  and 
the  officers."* 

Questions  of  rank  among  his  generals,  were,  as  we  have 
repeatedly  shown,  perpetual  sources  of  perplexity  to  Washingtoa* 
and  too  often  caused  by  what  the  sarcastic  Lee  termed  "the 
stumblings  of  Congress;"  such  was  the  case  at  present.  la 
recent  army  promotions,  Congreas  had  advanced  Stirling,  Hifflio, 
St  Clair,  Stephen,  and  Lincoln,  to  the  rank  of  major-genersli 
while  Arnold,  their  senior  in  service,  and  distingnishcd  by  as 
many  brilliant  exploits,  was  passed  over  and  left  to  reauun  t 
brigadier. 

Washington  was  surprised  at  not  seeing  his  name  on  the  fisl| 
but  sopposing  it  might  have  been  omitted  through  miatakOi  hi 

•  Spuki.  IVritingi  of  WaahingtoD,  iv.  407. 
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TTote  to  Arnold,  who  was  at  Proridence  in  Rhode  Idland, 
adriflog  him  not  to  take  any  hasty  step  in  consequenee,  but  to 
tOow  time  for  recollection,  promising  his  own  endeavors  to 
R&edy  any  error  that  might  have  been  made.  He  wrote  also  to 
Hcnij  Lee  in  Congress,  inquiring  whether  the  omission  was 
9wmg  to  accident  or  design.  "  Surely,''  said  he,  "  a  more  active, 
I  Bore  spirited,  and  sensible  officer,  fills  no  department  of  your 
anaj.  Not  seeing  him,  then,  in  the  list  of  major-generals,  and 
BO  mention  made  of  him,  has  given  me  uneasiness ;  as  it  is  not 
ptcsomed,  being  the  oldest  brigadier,  that  he  will  continue  in 
Krrioe  under  such  a  slight" 

Arnold  was,  in  truth,  deeply  wounded  by  the  omission.  "  I 
tm  greatly  obliged  to  your  Excellency,"  writes  he  to  Washing- 
ton, ^  for  interesting  yourself  so  much  in  respect  to  my  appoint- 
nent,  which  I  have  had  no  advice  of,  and  know  not  by  what 
means  it  was  announced  in  the  papers.  Congress  undoubtedly 
lure  a  right  of  promoting  those  whom,  from  their  abilities,  a  d 
their  long  and  arduous  services,  they  esteem  most  deserving. 
Their  promoting  junior  officers  to  the  rank  of  major-generals,  I 
view  as  a  very  civil  way  of  requesting  my  resignation,  as  unquali- 
fied for  the  office  I  hold.  My  commission  was  conferred  un- 
ttlicited,  and  received  with  pleasure  only  as  a  means  of  serving 
tty  country.  With  equal  pleasure  I  resign  it,  when  I  can  no 
longer  serve  my  country  with  honor.  The  person  who,  void  of 
the  nice  feelings  of  honor,  will  tamely  condescend  to  give  up  his 
fight,  and  retain  a  commission  at  the  expense  of  his  reputation,  I 
bold  as  a  disgrace  to  the  army,  and  unworthy  of  the  glorious 
«aose  in  which  we  are  engaged.  •  •  •  •  In  justice,  there- 
fore, to  my  own  character,  and  for  the  satisfaction  of  my  friends, 
I  most  request  a  court  of  inquiry  into  my  conduct ;  and  though  I 
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sensibly  feci  the  ingratitude  of  mj  countrymen,  yet  every  per- 
sonal injury  ehall  bo  buried  in  my  ical  for  the  safety  and  hap- 
piness of  my  country,  in  whose  cause  I  hare  repeatedly  fon^t 
and  bled,  and  am  ready  at  all  times  to  risk  my  life.*' 

He  subsequently  intimated  that  he  should  avoid  any  hasty 
step,  and  should  remain  at  his  post  until  he  could  Icavo  it  without 
any  damage  to  the  public  interest 

The  principle  upon  which  Congress  had  proceeded  in  their 
recent  promotions  was  explained  to  Washington.  The  number 
of  general  officers  promoted  from  each  State  was  proportioned  to 
the  number  of  men  furnished  by  it  Connecticut  (Arnold*s 
State)  hud  already  two  major-general:^,  which  was  its  full  share 
'^  I  confess,*'  writes  Washington  to  Arnold,  "  this  is  a  strange 
mode  of  reasoning ;  but  it  may  serve  to  show  you  that  the  pro- 
motion, which  was  due  to  your  seniority,  was  not  overlooked  tat 
want  of  merit  in  you." 

*'  The  point,"  observes  he,  '^  is  of  so  delicate  a  nature,  that  I 
will  not  even  undertake  to  advise.  Your  own  feelings  must  be 
your  guide.  As  no  particular  charge  is  alleged  against  you,  I  do 
nut  i^ec  upon  what  grounds  you  can  demand  a  court  of  inquiry. 
Your  determination  not  to  quit  your  present  command,  while  any 
danger  to  the  public  might  ensue  from  your  leaving  it,  deserves 
luy  thanks,  and  justly  entitles  you  to  the  thanks  of  the  country." 

An  opportunity  occurred  before  long,  for  Arnold  agvn  to 
sijnialize  himselfl 

The  amount  of  stores  destroyed  at  Peekskill  had  fiillen  fiu 
short  of  General  Howe's  expectations.  Something  more  must  be 
done  to  cripple  the  Americans  before  the  opening  of  tho  eaa- 
paigu.     Accordingly,  another  expedition  was  set  on  foot  againafc  a 
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•till  larger  dqvisit  at  DfttibDry,  witbio  the  borders  of  Gonnecti- 

»cnt,  and  between  Iwontj  and  thirt;  miles  from  Pcckskill. 
Ex-govenior  Tftod,  reccntlj  com  missioned  major-general 
tf  provincialii,  conducted  it,  aecompanied  by  Brigadier-general 
Agnew  and  Sir  William  Erskine.  He  had  a  mongrel  force  two 
thousand  strong  j  Americaa,  Irish,  and  British  refugees  front 
rarious  parts  of  the  eorjtinent,  and  made  his  appearance  on  tba 
_  Soiiod  in  the  latter  part  of  April,  with  a  fleet  of  ttrenty-six  sail, 
imtty  to  the  disquiet  of  crcrv  aasailable  place  along  the  coast. 
LOn  till!  25th,  towards  evening,  he  lauded  Iiis  lroo[ia  on  the  beach 
I  the  foot  of  Cancpo  Dill,  near  the  nioutli  of  the  Saugatuck 
The  yeomADrj  of  the  neighbourhood  had  afscmbtcd  to 
pBi^t  them,  but  a  feir  cannon  sbot  made  them  ^ve  v-aj,  and  the 
lops  set  off  for  Danburj,  about  tweuty-three  miles  distant ; 
llled  at  first  by  a  scattering  fire  from  behind  a  stone  fence. 
Thej  were  in  a  patriotic  neigbborlKiod.  General  Silliman,  of 
thu  Connecticut  militia,  who  resided  at  Fairfield,  a  few  miles 
distant,  sent  out  expresses  to  rouge  the  countrir.  It  so  happened 
that  Goiieral  Arnold  was  at  New  Ilaren,  between  twenty  and 
thirty  miles  off,  on  bis  way  to  Philadelphia  for  the  purpose  of 
settling  his  accounts.  At  the  alarm  of  a  British  inroad,  ha 
forgot  his  injuries  and  irritation,  mounted  his  horse,  and,  accom> 
panicd  by  General  Wooster,  hastened  to  join  General  Sillimnn. 
As  they  spurred  forward,  every  farm  house  sent  out  its  warrior, 
tiDtil  upwards  of  a  hundred  were  pressing  on  with  them,  fiiU  of 
the  fighting  spirit.  Lieutenant  Oswald,  Arnold's  secretary  in  tho 
Cnnada  campaign,  who  had  led  the  forlorn  hope  in  the  attempt 
upon  Quebec,  was  at  this  time  at  >'ew  Haven,  enlisting  men  for 
Lamb's  rogimcr,t  nf  artiJlcrv.     He    tuo  heard  tho  note  of  al&raa, 
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and  mustering  his  recruits,  marched  off  with  three  field-pieoM  ftr 
the  scene  of  action."  * 

In  the  mean  while  the  British,  marching  all  night  with  abort 
haltings,  reached  Danbury  about  two  oVlock  in  the  afternoon  of 
the  2Gth.  There  were  but  fifty  Continental  soldiers  and  one  him- 
dred  militia  in  the  place.  Thi^se  retreated,  as  did  most  of  the 
inbabltautB,  excepting  such  as  remained  to  take  care  of  the  sick 
and  aged.  Four  men,  intoxicated,  as  it  was  said,  fired  upon  the 
troops  from  the  windows  of  a  large  house.  The  soldiers  rushed 
in,  drove  them  into  the  cellar,  set  fire  to  the  house,  and  left  theni 
to  perish  in  the  flames. 

There  was  a  great  quantity  of  stores  of  all  kinds  in  the  Til- 
lage, and  no  yehiclcs  to  convey  them  to  the  ships.  The  work  of 
destruction  commenced.  The  soldiers  made  free  with  the  liquors 
found  in  abundance ;  and  throughout  the  greater  part  of  the  night 
there  was  revel,  drunkennesi*,  blasphemy,  and  devastation.  Tryoo, 
full  of  anxiety,  and  aware  that  the  country  was  rising,  ordered  a 
retreat  before  daylight,  setting  fire  to  tlie  magazines  to  complete 
the  destruction  of  the  stort>s.  The  flames  spread  to  the  other 
edifices,  and  almost  the  whole  village  was  soon  in  a  blaic.  The 
extreme  darkness  of  a  rainy  night  made  the  conflagration  mors 
balefully  apparent  throughout  the  country. 

While  these  scenes  had  been  tran^ncted  at  Danbury,  the 
Connecticut  yeomanry  had  been  gatliering.  Fairfield  and  the 
adjacent  counties  had  poured  out  their  minute  men.  General 
Silliman  had  advanced  at  the  head  of  five  hundred.  Generals 
Wooster  and  Arnold  joined  him  with  their  chance  followers,  aa 
did  a  few  more  militia.     A  heavy  rain  retarded  their  march ;  il 

^  Life  of  Lamb,  pi  157. 
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was  near  midoigbt  when  Ihej  reacbed  Bethel,  withiii  four  miles 
of  D&ubnr;.  Here  tbej  baited,  tv  tahe  n  little  repose  aud  put 
tbeir  arms  id  order,  rendered  almost  unserviceable  by  the  rain. 
Tliej  were  now  about  eii  hundred  strong.  Wooster  took  the 
euminand,  as  first  major-general  of  tbe  militia  of  the  State.) 
Though  in  tbe  sixty-eighth  year  of  his  age,  he  was  full  of  ardor, 
v^itb  almost  youthful  Gre  and  daring.  A  plan  was  concerted  to 
puiiisb  the  enemy  ou  their  retreat ;  and  tbe  lurid  light  of  Danbury 
i.i  iluuics  redoubled  the  provoealion.  At  dawn  of  day,  Wuoster 
<li.tueb(-d  Arnold  with  four  butidred  men,  to  puah  across  the 
cuuutry  and  taku  post  at  Ridgofiuld,  by  which  tbe  British  must 
passi  while ke  with  two  hundred  remained,  to  hang  on  and  harass 
them  in  flank  and  rear. 

The  British  began  their  retreat  early  in  the  morning,  con- 
ducting it  in  regular  style,  with  flunkiug  parties,  and  a  rear* 
guard  well  furnished  witli  artillery.  As  soon  as  they  bad  passed 
bin  position,  Wooater  attacked  the  rear  guard  with  great  spirit 
Mid  effect;  there  was  sharp  skirmishing  until  within  two  miles  of 
Ridgefield,  when,  as  the  veteran  was  cheering  on  bis  men,  who 
began  to  waver,  a  musket  ball  brought  him  down  from  his  horse, 
and  finished  his  gallant  career.  Oq  bis  fall  biti  men  retreated  in 
disorder. 

The  delay  which  his  attack  had  occasioned  to  the  enemy,  bad 
given  Arnold  time  to  throw  up  a  kind  of  breastwork  or  barricade 
■UKTOM  tbe  road  at  the  north  end  of  Ridgefield,  protected  by  a 
Hhoose  on  the  right,  and  a  high  rocky  bunk  on  the  left,  where  he 
risok  his  stand  with  hie  litttc  force  now  increased  to  about  five 
^tendrvd  men.  About  eleven  o'etock  tbe  enemy  advanced  in 
B^poluain,  with  artillery  and  flanking  parties.  Tbey  were  kept  at 
B^7  for  •  time,  and  received  several  volleys  from  the  barricade, 
I  voh.  la — 3 
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until  it  was  outflanked  and  carried.  Arnold  ordered  a  retreat, 
and  was  bringing  off  the  rear-guard,  when  his  horse  was  shot 
under  him,  and  came  down  u|X)n  his  knees.  Arnold  remained 
seated  in  the  saddle,  with  one  foot  entangled  in  the  stirrups.  A 
tory  soldier,  seeing  his  plight,  rushed  towards  him  with  fixed 
bayonet.  He  had  just  time  to  draw  a  pistol  from  the  holster. 
*^  You're  my  prisoner,'*  cried  the  tory.  *'  Not  yet  t  "  exclaimed 
Arnold,  and  shot  him  dead.  Then  extricating  his  foot  from  the 
stirrup,  he  threw  himself  into  the  thickets  of  a  neighboring  swamp, 
and  escaped,  unharmed  by  the  bullets  that  whistled  after  him,  and 
joined  his  retreating  troops. 

General  Tryon  intrenched  for  the  night  in  Ridgefield,  his 
troops  having  suffered  greatly  in  their  harassed  retreat.  The 
next  morning,  after  having  set  fire  to  four  houses,  he  continued 
his  march  for  the  ships. 

ColoDcl  Huntingdon,  of  the  Continental  army,  with  the  troops 
which  had  been  stationed  at  Danbury,  the  scattered  forces  of 
Woostcr  which  had  joined  him,  and  a  number  of  militia,  hung  od 
the  rear  of  the  enemy  as  soon  as  they  were  in  motion.  Arnold 
was  again  in  the  field,  with  his  rallied  forces,  strengthened  by 
Lieutenant-colonel  Oswald  with  two  companies  of  Lamb's  artil- 
lery regiment  and  three  field-pieces.  With  these  he  again  posted 
himself  on  the  enemy's  route. 

Difficulties  and  annoyances  had  multiplied  upon  the  latter  at 
every  step.  When  they  came  in  sight  of  the  position  where 
Arnold  was  waiting  for  them,  they  changed  their  route,  wheded 
to  the  left,  and  made  for  a  ford  of  Saugatuck  River.  Arnold 
hastened  to  cross  the  bridge  and  take  them  in  flank,  but  thej  were 
too  quick  for  him.  Colonel  Lamb  had  now  reached  the  aeene  of 
action,  as  had  about  two  hundred  volunteers.     Leaving  to  Oswald 
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e  artitlcry,  he  pot  himself  at  the  head  of  the 

>  t'l  Artiold's  assistoDCC. 

The  enem^v,  finding  theiuaclves  hard   pressed,    puslied   for 

Cancpo  Hil).     They  rcaahcd  it  ia  the  evening,  without  a.  round 

of  ammuuiliou    in  their   carlridgc-boiea.     As   they    were   now 

within   canDoD  eliot  of  their  ehips,  the  Americana  ccaaed  the 

pursuit.     Tbo  British  formed  upon  the  high  ground,  Lrought 

tiivir  artillcrjr  to  the  front,  and  sent  off  to  the  ships  for  rein- 

[orcciuGntB.     Sir  William  Erskine  landed  a  large  body  of  marines 

uid  sailors,  who  drove  the  Aoicricaus  hack  f-jr  some  dii^tauL-e,  and 

^L^vered  the  embarkation   of  the  trMips.     Colonel  Lamb,  while 

^Btftding  on  hia  men  gallantly  to  capture  the  British  field-pieces, 

^■rw  wounded  b;  a  grapo  shot,  and  Arnold,  while  cheering  ou  the 

^^Btlitia,  had  another  bursa  shot  under  him.     In  the  mean  time, 

^Hhe  harassed  marauders  effected  their  embarkation,  and  the  fleet 

^*^t  under  way. 

Id  this  inroad  the  enemy  dc>trnyed  n  eousiderablo  amount  of 

military  stores,  and  Bcrent«cn  hundred  tent;  prepared  for  the  use 

of  Washington's   army  in  the  ensuing  campaign.     The  loss  of 

General  Wooster  was  deeply  dcplurcd.     He  survived  the  antion 

long  enongh  to  be  consoled  in  his  dying  moments  at  Danbury,  by 

^■be  presouee  of  his  wife  and  son,  who  hastened  thither  from  New 

^^pavon.     As  to  Arnold,  his  ^rallautry  in  this  affair  gained  him 

^^ft*8h  laurels,  and  Congress,  to  remedy  their  late  errror,  promoted 

lilm  to  the  rank  of  mnjor-general.     Still  this  promotion  did  not 

rertoro  him  to  his  proper  position.     He  was  at  the  bottom  of  the 

list  of  major-generals,  with  four  officers  above  him,  his  juniors  in 

service.     Washington  felt  this  injustice  on  the  part  of  Congress, 

snd  wrote  about  it  to  the  president.     "  He  haa  certainly  discov- 

ustance  where  he  has  had  an  opportu- 
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nitj,  mach  bniTery,  Actirity  and  enterprin.  Bat  what  will  ba 
douc  about  his  rank  ?  He  will  not  act,  moat  probaUy,  under 
thoM  he  commanded  bat  a  few  weeks  aga'* 

As  an  additional  balm  to  Arnold's  woanded  pride,  Congma 
a  few  days  afterwards  voted  that  a  horse,  properly  capariaopad, 
should  be  presented  to  him  in  their  name,  as  a  token  of  their  ap- 
probation of  his  gallant  conduct  in  the  late  action,  '*  in  which  he 
had  one  horse  shot  under  him  and  another  wounded.*^  But  nfter 
all  he  remained  at  the  bottom  of  the  list,  and  the  wound  still 
rankled  in  his  bosom. 

The  destructiTe  expeditions  against  the  American  depMa  of 
military  stores,  were  retaliated  in  kiud  by  Colonel  Meigs,  a  spii^ 
ited  officer,  who  had  accompanied  Arnold  in  his  expedition 
through  the  wilderness  against  Quebec,  and  had  caught  some- 
thing of  his  love  for  hardy  exploit  Ilaving  received  iutelligcnoe 
that  the  British  commissaries  had  collected  a  great  amount  of 
grain,  forage,  and  other  supplies  at  Sag  Harbor,  a  small  port 
in  the  deep  bay  which  forks  the  east  end  of  Long  lalaud,  he 
crossed  the  Sound  on  the  23d  of  May  from  Guilford  in  Connecti- 
cut, with  about  one  hundred  and  seventy  men  in  whale-boats  con- 
voyed by  two  armed  sloops:  lauded  on  the  island  near  Southold; 
carried  the  boats  a  distance  of  Gfteen  miles  across  the  north  fork 
of  the  bay,  launched  them  into  the  latter,  crossed  it,  landed 
within  four  miles  of  Sag  Harbor,  and  before  daybreak  carried  the 
place,  which  was  guarded  by  a  company  of  ftiot  A  furioua  fii« 
of  round  and  grape  shot  was  opened  upon  the  Americans  from 
an  armed  schooner,  anchored  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yarda 
from  shore ;  and  stout  defence  was  made  by  the  crews  of  a  doaen 
brigs  and  sloops  lying  at  the  wharf  to  take  in  freight;  but  Mein 
succeeded  in  burning  these  vessels,  destroying  every  thing  on 
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shore,  and  carrying  off  ninety  prisoners ;  among  whom  were  the 
officer  of  the  company  of  foot,  the  commissaries,  and  the  captains 
of  most  of  the  small  vessels.  With  these  he  and  his  party  re 
crossed  the  bay,  transported  their  boats  again  across  the  fork  of 
land,  launched  them  on  the  Sound,  and  got  safe  back  to  Guilford, 
having  achieved  all  this,  and  traversed  about  ninety  miles  of 
land  and  water,  in  twenty-five  hours.  Washington  was  so  highly 
pleased  with  the  spirit  and  success  of  this  enterprise,  that  he 
publicly  returned  thanks  to  Colonel  Meigs  and  the  officers  and 
men  engaged  in  it  It  could  not  fail,  he  said,  greatly  to  distress 
the  enemy  in  the  important  and  essential  article  of  forage.  'But 
it  was  the  moral  effect  of  the  enterprise  which  gave  it  the  most 
value.  It  is  difficult,  at  the  present  day,  sufficiently  to  appre- 
ciate the  importance  of  partisan  exploits  of  the  kind,  in  the  criti- 
cal stage  of  the  war  of  which  we  are  treating.     They  cheered  the 

spirit  of  the  people,  depressed  by  overshadowing  dangers  and 

« 

severe  privations,  and  kept  alive  the  military  spark  that  was  to 
kindle  into  the  future  flame. 


CHAPTER    VI. 


■CHITTLRR  0!f  THE  Tom  OF  RKMa?CI!IO— TOMMIIIKK  OF  nqVimr 
HIi«  PATCtR — HIS  MKXOIIIAL  Ti>  COKURFM  rBOTRS  BATUrACIOBT- 
UOM  REUARMNO  THE  XOBTIIKR!!  IiKPABniKSIT— mATRS  MWTAMMM  SB  10 
HIS  POftlTIOM — HE  l'Bl»MI'TN  HIM  FRIFXIM  IN  CX>9IORESI« — Rtt 
LE1TKH  T()  WAHHIXUTit!! — li|0!CIFIKI>  KKI*LT  OP  THR  LATTU — 
OP  OATI.S  IKMNK1>  — SturVLFR  ltKINm>ATKD  IN  IXtHMAND  OP  THB 
MEXl^-UATU  AfPEAKS  OX  Till  FLOUR  OP  COXURBM — UU  PROClbDUIQt 
TUKKE. 


The  time  was  at  hand  for  tho  committee  of  inquiry  on  Otneral 
Schuylcr*8  conduct  to  make  their  report  to  Congress,  and  he 
awaited  it  with  impatience.  '"  I  propose  in  a  day  or  two  to  re- 
Higu  my  commission/'  writes  he  to  Washington  on  the  8d  of 
May.  "  As  boon  as  I  have  done  it,  I  shall  transmit  to  your  Ex- 
cellcDcy  my  reasons  for  sufh  a  stop/' 

WtLshington  was  grieved  at  receiving  this  intimation.  He 
had  ever  found  Schuyler  a  faithful  coadjutor.  He  knew  hia  pe- 
culiar fitness  for  the  Northern  department  from  his  knowledge 
of  the  country  and  its  people ;  his  influence  among  ita  moat  im* 
portant  citizens;  his  experience  in  treating  with  the  Indiana; 
his  fiery  energy ;  his  fertility  in  expedients,  and  his  "  aoond  mili- 
tary sense."  But  he  knew  also  his  sensitive  nature,  and  the 
peculiar  annoyances  with  which  he  had  had  to  contend.     On  a 
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Igrmer  occasion  he  Lad  prevented  him  from  resigning,  by  an  up- 
it  U>  bis  patriotism ;  he  no  longer  felt  justified  in  interfering. 
■orrj,"  writes  he,  "  thnt  oircumstsaceB  are  sueb  ns  to 
dlf^Kieo  jou  to  a  rcsigmLtion  ;  but  you  arc  the  best  judge  of  tlie 
lino  of  conduct  most  reooncikbie  to  your  dutj,  both  in  a  publio 
tod  personal  fiew;  and  your  onn  fuL-lings  must  determine  you 
in  n  matter  of  so  delicate  aud  interesting  a  nature.'"  • 

Afiairs,  however,  were  taking  a  more  favorable  turn.  The 
committee  of  inquiry  made  a  report  vrbich  placed  the  eltaracter 
of  Schuyler  higher  than  over  aa  an  able  and  active  commauder, 
•ud  a  tealoUB  and  disinterested  patriot. 

He  made  a  memorial  to  Congress  explaining  away,  or  apolo- 
gising for,  the  espregsiona  in  his  letter  of  the  4tb_  of  February, 
which  had  given  ofience  to  the  Honse.     Bis  memorial  won  satis- 
factory ;  and  ho  was  officially  informed  that  Cougress  now  "  en- 
tertained the  same  favorable  sentiments  concerning  him,  that 
ley  had  entertained  before  that  letter  was  received." 
There  were  warm  discussions  in  the  House  on  the  subject  of 
Northern  department.     Several  of  the  most  important  of  tlifl 
r  York  delegates  observed  that  Genera]  Gates  misapprohend- 
his  position.     He  considered  himself  as  holding  the  same  com- 
id  as  that  formerly  held  by  General  Schuyler.     Such  was  not 
intention  of  Congress  in  sending  him  to  take  command  of 
le  army  at  Ticondcrogo.     There  had  been  a  question  between 
ling  him  to  that  post,  or  giving  btm  the  adjutancy  general, 
it  had  been  decided  for  the  former. 
It  would  be  nonsense,  they  observed,  to  give  him  comma:id 
the  Norlheiu  department,  aud  confine  hiu  to  Ticonderoga  and 
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Mtiunt  Indq)endcncc,  where  he  could  not  haro  an  estanam  k 
of  the  defence  of  the  frontier  of  the  Eastern  Statea ;  Irat  oalj 
of  one  i«pot,  to  which  the  enemy  were  not  obliged  to  oonfine  their 
operationn,  and,  as  it  were,  to  knock  their  heads  against  a  aingli 
rf>ck.  The  affairs  of  the  north-east,  it  was  added,  and  of  the 
State  of  New  York  in  pnrtieular,  were  in  a  critical  eonditioB. 
Much  disafTcction  prevailed,  and  great  clashing  of  intercala 
There  was  but  one  man  capable  of  4cccping  all  united  agatnal  the 
ommon  enemy,  and  he  stood  on  the  books  as  commander-in  diiflf 
of  the  3Iiddle,  or,  as  it  was  sometimes  called,  the  Northern  de- 
]>artiuent.  His  presence  wan  absolutely  necessary  in  hia  home 
(|uarters  for  their  immediate  succor,  but  if  he  returned,  be  would 
be  a  general  without  an  army  or  a  military  chest ;  and  why  waa 
he  thus  diHgraccd  ? 

The  friends  of  Gates,  on  the  other  hand,  who  were  chiefly 
dclogr.ics  from  New  England,  pronounced  it  an  absurdity,  that 
an  oflficcr  holding  such  an  important  post  as  Ticonderoga,  should 
be  under  the  absolute  orders  of  another  one  hundred  miles  ^a- 
taiit,  engaged  in  treaties  with  Indians,  and  busied  in  the  dntiei 
of  a  pn)vedore.  The  establisliment  of  commands  in  departments 
was  entirely  wrong ;  there  should  be  a  commander-in-chief,  and 
commanders  of  the  different  armies. 

We  gather  these  scanty  particulars  from  a  letter  addresMd  to 
Gates  by  Mr.  Lovell.  The  latter  expresses  himself  with  a  proper 
spirit.  "  I  wish,^'  writes  he,  '*  some  course  could  be  taken  which 
would  suit  you  both.  It  is  plain  all  the  Northern  army  cannot 
be  intended  for  the  single  garrison  of  Ticonderoga.  Who  then 
has  the  distribution  of  the  members  ?  This  must  depend  on  one 
opinion,  or  there  can  be  no  decision  iu  the  defence  of  the  Nortk 
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em  frontiers.     It  is  an  imlutppy  circumstance  that  auoii  is  tliA 
■Itercation  at  the  opeping  of  the  cuDpaigii." 

This  letter  produced  an  aDsiaus  reply :  "  Wli;,''  writes  GaUin, 
"  when  the  argument  in  support  of  General  Schuyler's  commai.ii 
iroa  imposed  upon  Congress,  did  not  you  or  somebody  say,  '  tlia 
second  post  upon  this  continent  aeit  campaign  will  be  at  or  ncaf 
Fcekskill.  There  General  Schuyler  ought  to  go  and  command; 
that  will  be  the  curb  in  the  mouth  of  the  New  York  toriea,  and 
the  enemy's  army.  He  will  then  be  near  the  convention,  and  in 
the  centre  of  the  colony,  have  «  military  cheBt,  and  all  the  in- 
signia of  office.  This  command  in  honor  could  not  be  refused, 
without  owning  timre  \a  somethiug  more  alluring  than  cowmaud 
to  General  Schuyler,  by  fixing  him  at  Albany.  By  urging  thla 
natter  home  you  would  have  proved  the  man.  He  would  huva 
rettigned  all  command,  have  accepted  the  government  of  New 
York,  and  been  fixed  to  a  station  where  he  must  do  good,  and 
which  could  not  interfere  with,  or  prevent  any  arrangement 
CoDgretts  have  made,  or  may  hereafter  make.  Unhappy  Slate  t 
That  has  bat  one  man  in  it  who  can  fix  the  wavering  minds  of 
its  inhabitants  to  the  side  of  freedom  I  How  could  you  sit 
,  patiently,  and,  un co n trad  ic led,  suffer  such  impcrtiuouce  to  be 
I  erammed  down  your  throats?" 

"  Why  is  it  nonsense,"  pursues  Gates,  "  to  station  the  conf 
^joanding  general  in  the  Northern  department  at  Ticonderogaf 
.3  it  not  the  uniform  practice  of  the  royal  army  all  last  war? 
I  Nothing  ia  more  certain  thou  that  the  enemy  must  first  poaseH 
I  that  single  rock  before  they  can  penetrate  the  country.  •  ■  • 
I  It  is  foolish  iu  the  extreme,  to  believe  the  enemy  this  year  can 
a  any  attack  from  the  northward  but  by  Ticonderoga.  Where, 
I,  ought  the  commanding  general   to  he  posted?     Certainly 
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at  Ticonderoga.  If  General  Schajler  iB  dolelj  to  possess  all  tlia 
power,  all  the  intelligence,  and  that  partimilar  farorite,  the  mUi- 
tary  chest,  and  constantly  reside  at  Alhany,  I  cannot,  with  any 
peace  of  mind,  serve  at  Ticonderoga.^  * 

This  letter  was  despatched  by  private  hand  to  Philadelphia. 

While  Gates  was  in  this  mood,  his  aide-do  camp,  Major  Troup^ 
reported  an  unsaocessful  application  to  the  commaudcr-in-chief 
for  tents.  In  the  petulance  of  the  moment.  Gates  addressed  the 
following  letter  to  Washington.  *'  Major  Troup,  upon  being  dis- 
appointed in  procuring  tents  at  Fishkill,  acquamts  me  that  he 
went  to  head-quarters  to  implore  your  Excellency's  aid  in  thai 
particular  for  the  Northern  army.  He  says  your  Excellency  told 
him  you  should  want  every  tent  upon  the  continent  for  the 
armies  to  the  southward,  and  that  you  did  not  see  any  oc*casion 
the  Northern  army  could  have  for  tents,  for,  being  a  fixed  post 
they  might  hut  Refusing  this  army  what  you  have  not  in  yofor 
power  to  bestow,  is  one  thing,*^  adds  Gates,  *'  but  saying  that  this 
army  has  not  the  same  necessities  as  the  Southern  armies,  ia 
another.  I  can  assure  your  Excellency  the  service  of  the  north- 
ward requires  tents  as  much  as  any  service  I  ever  saw."t 

However  indignant  Washington  may  have  felt  at  the  disre- 
spectful tone  of  this  letter,  and  the  unwarrantable  imputation  of 
sectional  partiality  contained  in  it,  he  contented  himself  with  a 
grave  and  measured  rebuke.  "  Can  you  suppose,"  writes  be,  "  if 
there  had  been  an  ample  supply  of  tents  for  the  whole  army,  that 
I  should  have  hesitated  one  moment  in  complying  with  your 
demand  ?  I  told  Major  Troup  that  on  account  of  our  loss  at  Dan- 
bury  there  would  be  a  scarcity  of  tents;  that  our  army  would  be 

*  Lttttr  to  Jmi.  Lovell,  of  MuMchosetti.  Gates**  papers,  X.  Y.  Hist  UK 
t  QatMrtPi9«a 
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Kft  moTing  one,  snd  that  coDsequcntlj  notliing  but  t«nta  woulil 
'  serve  our  tarn  ;  and  that,  therefore,  m  there  would  be  tbe  great- 
«t  probabUitj'  of  your  being  stationary,  you  should  endeavor  to 
cover  jour  troops  with  barracks  and  huts.  Certainly  this  wm 
not  a  refusal  of  teDts,  but  a  rer|uest  that  you  should,  ia  our  con- 
trac(«d  situation,  make  every  Bhift  to  do  without  them,  or  at  least 
1  lui  few  as  possible. 

"  The  Northern  array  is,  and  ever  has  bceu,  as  much  tbe 
Itbject  of  my  care  and  attention  ax  the  one  immediately  under  tny 
]Uid.  •  •  •  •  I  ^i]l  |])3)(e  particular  iutjiiiry  of  tha 
^uarlermasCer-geQeral,  concoming  his  prospect  and  eipcctatioiis 
ts  to  the  article  of  tents;  and  if,  as  I  said  before,  there  appears 
k  Buffioieiicy  for  the  whole  army,  you  shall  moat  willingly  have 
^nr  sbarc.  But,  if  there  is  not,  eurcly  that  army  whose  move- 
.Vienl  is  uDcertain,  must  give  up  ita  claims  for  tbe  present  to  that 
which  must  iuevitably  tnku  the  field  the  moment  the  weather  will 
•dmit,  and  must  continue  in  it  the  whole  campaign."  ' 

Notwithstanding  this  reply.  Gates  persisted  in  imputing  see- 
tional  partiality  to  the  comraander-in-obief,  and  sought  to  impart 
tbe  eamc  idea  to  Congress.  "  Either  I  am  exceedingly  dull  or 
iQn reasonably  jealous,"  writes  he  to  his  correspondent  Mr  Lovell, 
"  if  1  do  not  discover  by  the  style  and  tenor  of  the  Ictters^t'rom 
Jlorristown,  how  little  I  have  to  expect  from  ihenoe.  OeueruU 
lo  far  like  parsons,  they  are  all  for  ehrlsteuitig  their  own 
i^ild  first ;  but,  let  an  impartial  moderating  power  decide  betwcea 
m,  and  do  not  suffer  Southern  prejudices  lo  weigh  heavier  in  tha 
ice  than  the  Northern-"  f 


■  W«*lungton*«  Writings  Spaikii,  i».  *aT. 
t  G>te*'a  I'npcn,  N.  Y.  ilin.  lib. 


60  LIFE  OP  WAflHIKOTOK.  [ITTf. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Lorell,  dated  the  28d  of  Hmy,  put  ui  end 
to  the  suspense  of  the  general  with  respect  to  his  posiUoa. 
*'  Misconceptiors  of  past  resoWes  and  consequent  jealoosiefl," 
writes  he,  "  hare  produced  a  definition  of  the  Northern  depart- 
ment, and  General  Schujler  is  ordered  to  take  command  of  it 
The  resolve,  also,  which  was  thought  to  fiz  head-qnartera  al 
Albany,  is  repealed/* 

Such  a  resolve  had  actually  been  passed  on  the  22d,  and  Albany, 
Ticonderoga,  Fort  Stanwix,  and  their  dcpendcncicfi,  were  thence- 
forward to  be  considered  as  forming  the  Northern  department. 
The  envoy  of  Gates,  bearing  the  letter  in  which  he  had  carved 
out  a  command  for  Schuyler  at  Pcckskill,  arrived  at  Philadelphia 
too  late.     The  general  was  already  provided  for. 

Schuyler  was  received  with  open  arms  at  Albany,  on  the  3d 
of  June.  "  I  had  the  satisfaction,'*  writes  ho,  "  to  experience 
the  finest  feelings  which  my  country  expressed  on  my  arrival  and 
reappointment.  The  day  after  my  arrival,  the  whole  county 
committee  did  me  the  honor  in  form  to  congratulate  m&  *' 

Gates  was  still  in  Albany,  delaying  to  proceed  with  General 
Fermois  to  Ticonderoga  until  the  garrison  should  be  sufficiently 
strengthened.  Although  the  resolve  of  Congress  did  but  define 
his  position,  which  had  been  misunderstood,  he  persisted  in  con- 
sidering himself  degraded;  declined  serving  under  General 
Schuyler,  who  would  have  given  him  the  post  at  Ticonderoga  in 
his  absence ;  and  obtaining  permission  to  leave  the  depart  men  t, 
set  out  on  the  9th  for  Philadelphia,  to  demand  redress  of  Con- 
gress. 

General  St.  Clair  was  sent  to  take  command  of  the  troops  at 
Ticonderoga,  accompanied  by  General  Fermois.  As  the  whole 
force  in  the  Northern  department  would  not  be  sufficient  to  com* 
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Ukod  the  extensive  vorks  there  on  both  sides  of  the  lake,  St 
Clair  was  iostnieted  to  bestow  his  firet  attention  in  fortifjing 
Hnunt  Iiidepeodence,  on  the  east  side,  Schuyler  coneidcring  ik 
much  the  ino^  defoDsible,  and  tha-t  it  might  be  mode  capable  of 
SuataiDtog  a  loDg  and  vigorons  siege. 

I  «m  fully  coDTinccd,"  writes  he,  "  that  between  two  and 
three  thousand  men  can  effectually  maiotaio  Mount  Independence 
and  secure  the  pass.'* 

It  would  be  imprudent,  he  thnnght,  to  station  the  greater 
part  of  the  forces  at  Fort  Ticondoroga;  as,  should  the  enemy  ba 
able  tn  invest  it,  and  cut  off  the  commnnicntion  with  tlic  country 
□  the  east  side,  it  might  experience  a  disaster  similar  to  that  at 
Tort  Washington. 

The  orders  of  Schnyler  to  oflScera  commanding  posts  in  tha 
department,  are  chancterizcd  by  his  Dutch  attention  lo  cleauli- 
asto  thequart^ranf  the  soldicra,  their  bedding,  olothtDg,  and 
equipments. 

All  officers  mounting  gnard,  were  to  hare  their  hair  dressed 
Knd  powdered.  The  adjutants  of  the  several  corps  wore  to  be 
|Mrticularly  careful  that  none  of  the  non-commissioned  ofliccra 
md  soldiers  mount  guard  without  having  their  hair  dressed  and 
powdered,  their  persons  perfectly  olean,  and  thoir  arma  and 
■ecoalremenis  in  the  most  complete  order. 

While  Schuyler  was  thua  providing  for  the  security  of  Ticou- 
dert^iL,  and  enforcing  cleanliness  in  his  department,  Gales  was 
wending  his  way  to  Philadelphia,  lis  bosom  swelliog  with  imagi- 
nary wrongs.  He  arrived  there  on  the  18th.  The  neit  day  at 
soon,  Mr.    Roger  Sherman,  an  Eoslern  delegate,  iiiforiued   Cuu- 

s  that  General  QaAea  was  waiting  at  the  door,  and  wiahed 
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"  For  what  purpose  ?  *'  it  wms  asked. 

"  To  commaniGatc  intelligenee  of  importaooe/*  replied  Mr. 

Sherman. 

(latcB  was  accordinglj  ushered  in,  took  his  scat  in  an  elbow 
ehair,  and  proceeded  to  give  some  news  concerning  the  Indians; 
their  friend Ij  diKpositions,  their  delight  at  seeing  Freneh  officers 
in  the  Ameriran  service,  and  other  matters  of  the  kind;  then, 
drawing  forth  home  papers  from  his  pocket,  he  opened  upon  the 
real  ohject  of  his  vinit ;  stating  from  his  notes,  in  a  flurried  and 
di*<jointed  manner,  the  easy  and  happy  life  ho  had  left  to  take  up 
arms  for  the  liberties  of  America ;  and  how  strenuously  he  had 
excrtiMl  himself  in  it.9  defence ;  how  that  some  time  in  March  he 
liarl  bc'f-n  appointed  to  a  command  in  tlic  Northern  department; 
hut  tliat  a  few  days  pince,  witliout  having  given  any  cause  of 
ofr<;nce,  without  accusal  ion«  without  trial,  without  hearing,  with- 
out notice,  he  had  received  a  resolution  by  which  he  was,  in  a 
mn.at  di^fp-arcful  manner,  Kuporscdod  in  his  command.  Here  his 
irritated  feelings  got  the  bettor  of  his  judgment,  and  he  indulged 
in  nngry  reproaches  of  C<tnprf85>.  and  recitals  of  a  conversation 
which  had  taken  plaei*  bftwcon  him  and  Mr.  Duane,  a  member 
of  the  House,  whom  ho  considiTod  his  enemy.  Here  Mr.  Duane 
rose,  and  addressing  himself  to  the  president,  hoped  the  general 
w(»ul(i  observe  order,  and  cease  any  pergonal  observations,  as  he 
could  not,  in  CongresH,  enter  into  any  controversy  with  him  upon 
the  subject  of  former  conversations. 

Other  of  the  members  took  fire ;  the  conduct  of  the  general 
was  pronounced  disrespectful  to  the  House,  and  unworthy  of  him- 
self, and  it  was  moved  and  seconded  that  he  be  ret]ue8ted  to  with- 
draw. Some  of  the  £asteni  delofratos  opposed  the  motion,  and 
endeavored  to  palliate  his  conduct     A  wurdy  clamor 
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during  which  the  general  stood,  his  papers  in  his  hand,  endeavor- 
ing several  times  to  be  heard,  but  the  clamor  increasing,  he  with- 
drew with  the  utmost  indignation.  It  was  then  determined  that 
he  should  not  again  be  admitted  on  the  floor ;  but  should  be 
informed  that  Congress  were  ready  and  willing  to  hear,  by  way 
of  memorial,  any  grievances  of  which  he  might  have  to  com:- 
plain.* 

*  Litter  of  ^  Hon.  Wm.  Doer.    Soaiiyiei^s  Papera 
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n>im— ini  inLiM'Rni  rt>R  itcncxtTC — oexbrali  OKBtsB  asid 

AMISTB  TIIR  VTATV  OT  ItlE  PtiKTS — TUEIB  BRPOBT — niS  OBfBBAI 
OP  niR   IIFI«mc   OPPRKBD  TO  ARNOLI»— DRCUNRD  BT  R1V^-4IITBV  10  TCff- 

HAM — ArroixTur.rrr  op  dr.  craik  im    Hir  mbdical  i>cri 

ItlTIOH     rL.\!fXRn    AtiAINNT     PORT     IMriF.PPJCimi'B — BTT 
WA»IIIN»Tr>N    SIIIPrH    IIIK   TAMP  TO   M  IIiIilXBBiW>R — BTATB  OF 
OBNKRAL   HOWE  CROMGi  IVTO  TIIR  JRRMRYA — POBmnM  OT  TUB  IWO 
AT   MIDIiLrBROOR   A!CI>  BPJIINI)  TUR  RAIUTAM — CX>BBICtfO*DBrcB  Bl 
WA<«UI!COTl>X    A?CD  CX>Lit!<P.L   BCBD. 

Thr  Highland  passes  of  the  Hudson,  always  objects  of  anziou 
thought  to  Washington,  were  especially  so  at  this  jonetarb 
General  McDougall  still  commanded  at  Peekskill,  and  Oenenl 
George  Clinton,  who  resided  at  New  Windsor,  had  command  of 
the  Highland  forts.  The  latter,  at  the  earnest  requeil  of  tke 
New  York  Convention,  had  received  from  Congress  the  command 
of  brigadier-general  in  the  Continental  army.  *^  My  prccarkras 
state  of  health  and  want  of  military  knowledge/*  writes  be, 
"  would  bsve  rather  induced  me  to  have  led  a  more  retired  life 
than  that  of  the  army,  had  I  been  consulted  on  the  oceasion ; 
bat  as,  early  in  the  present  contest,  I  laid  it  down  as  a  mazin 
not  to  refuse  my  bciit,  though  poor  services,  to  my  country  in  aay 
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way  they  should  th'ittk  proper  to  employ  me,  I  canoot  refuse  the 
honor  done  me  in  the  preseut  appointment."  * 

He  was  perfectly  sincere  in  what  he  said.  George  Clinton 
wa«  one  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Revolution  who  served  from  a 
•euse  of  duty,  not  from  military  indination  or  a  thirst  for  glory. 
A  long  career  of  public  service  io  various  capacities  illustrated 
bis  modest  worth  and  devoted  patriotism.  ■ 

When  the  "  unhappy  affair  of  Fcekiikill "  had  alarmed  the 
Convention  of  New  York  for  th«  safety  of  the  forts  on  the 
UighUoda,  ClintoD,  authorized  by  that  body,  had  ordered  out 
part  of  the  militia  of  Orungc,  Dutchess,  and  Westchester  couu- 
tles,  without  waiting  for  Washington's  approbation  of  the  mea< 
sure.  He  had  strengthened,  also,  with  anchors  and  cables,  the 
chain  drawn  across  the  river  at  Fort  Montgomery.  "  Had  the 
CoDventiou  suffered  me  to  have  paid  my  wholo  attention  to  this 
busitiess,"  writes  he  to  Washington  (l$th  April),  "  it  would  have 
been  nearly  completed  by  this  time." 

A  few  days  later  came  word  that  several  transports  were 
anchored  at  Dobbs'  Ferry  in  the  Tappan  Sea.  It  migjit  1>« 
intended  to  divert  attention  from  a  movemcut  towards  the  Dela- 
ware ;  or  to  make  incursions  into  the  country  back  of  Morristown, 
seiEe  on  the  passes  through  the  mountains,  and  cut  off  the  com- 
munication between  the  army  and  the  Hudson.  Tu  frustrate 
such  a  design,  Wnshingtoa  ordered  Clinton  to  post  as  good  a 
nainher  of  troops  from  his  garrison  aa  be  could  spare,  on  the 
moantains  west  of  the  river. 

In  the  month  of  May,  he  writes  to  General   McDougall: 
"  The  imperfect  state  of  the  fortifications  of  Fort  Montgomery 
ss,  because  I  think,  from  a 
.    *  Clintcm  to  WailiiiisUin. 
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circamsUncet,  that  it  begini  to  look  aa  if  tlie  m&mj  intmitA  ti 
turn  their  view  towards  the  North  River  instead  of  tha  IMUwait. 
I  therefore  desire  that  General  Oforge  Clinton,  and  Joan4 
will  fall  upon  everjr  measure  to  pnt  the  fortiftonliona  ua  ndi  a 
sUte  that  they  may  at  leant  resist  a  sndden  attaek,  and  hmf  ths 
enemy  employed  till  reinforcements  may  arriTO.  If  tha  North 
Kiver  ia  their  ohject,  they  cannot  accomplish  it  nnleas  Ihej  with- 
draw their  forces  from  the  Jerseys,  and  that  thaj  eaaool  da 
nnknown  to  us.^'  • 

On  the  12th  of  May,  General  Greene  reeeiTed  inakiMlkM 
from  Washington  to  proceed  to  the  Highlandai  and  iiwwiiaa  thi 
state  and  condition  of  the  forts,  especially  Fort  Montgomeiy; 
the  probability  of  an  attack  by  water,  the  practicability  of  aa 
appnvach  by  land ;  where  and  how  this  conld  be  effected,  and  the 
cminonci>8  whence  the  forts  conld  be  annoyed.     This  done,  aid 
thc>  opinions  of  the  general  officers  present  having  bean  oonaohedi 
he  wad  to  give  such  orders  and  make  snch  diapoaitioQ  of  As 
troops  as  might  appear  necessary  for  the  greater  aeeurity  of  tki 
passes  by  land  and  water.     When  reconnoitring  the  HigUaadaia 
the  preceding  year,  Washington  had  remarked  a  wild  and  wmyj/d 
pass  on  the  western  side  of  the  Hudson  round  Bnll  Hill,  a  voekj, 
forest-clad  mountain,  forming  an  advance  rampart  at  the  tmtnam 
to  Peckskill  Bay.     "  This  pass,''  he  observed,  "  ahoald  abo  U 
attended  to,  Ust  the  enemy  by  a  coup  de  main  »ka$dd  paarn^ 
ihemuiv^  of  it,  before  a  sufficient  force  could  fta  cuaaniftM  ii 
oppose  ihmn.^^    Subscqucut  evcuts  will  illustrate,  thoiigb 
tnnately,  the  sagacity  and  foresight  of  this  particular  ii 

General  Knox  was  aasociated  with  General  Greene  in  tl»if  ^1 
of  inspection.  They  examined  the  river  and  the  paaaoa  of  At 
Highlands  in  company  with  Generals  McDougall,  Oeot^  dinltib 
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Mill  Anthonj  Wayne.  The  latter,  recently  pro  rooted  to  tlie  rank 
of  brig.idipr,  had  just  returned  from  Ticondcrogo.  The  flro 
gcncmlfl  mado  &  joiut  n.-port  to  Washington,  in  which  Ihcy 
roconimciided  tlie  coni[>ktion  of  the  obiiructiDDs  in  the  river 
I  already  cojnmenced.  These  consisted  of  a  boom,  or  h^ary  iron 
cioaa  the  river  from  Port  Montgomery  to  Anthony's  Nose, 
Vilh  cables  Rretcbed  in  front  to  break  the  force  of  any  ship 
■  way.  before  she  conld  strike  it.  Thn  boom  was  to  bo 
roteclcd  by  the  guoa  of  two  ships  and  two  row  galleys  stationed 
I  above  it,  and  by  batteries  on  shore.  This,  it  was  deemed, 
would  bu  KnfBcicnl  to  prevent  the  enemy's  sliips  fifni  ascending 
til  ■  river.  If  these  obstructions  could  be  ntndi'rpd  eflectiTe,  they 
iltd  uot  think  Che  enemy  would  attempt  to  operate  by  land ;  "  the 
p;if»efl  through  the  Highlands  being  so  exceedingly  difficult" 

The  general  command  of  the  Hudson,  from  the  number  of 
troops  to  bo  assembled  there,  anJ  the  Tariciy  of  points  to  b« 
gu;irded,  was  one  of  the  most  important  in  the  service,  and 
rutiuirod  an  officer  of  consummate  energy,  activity  and  judgment. 
Il  was  a  majur-geueral's  oommand,  and  as  such  was  offered  by 
Waf  hington  to  Arnold ;  iukndiiig  tlius  publicly  lu  mauift»t  his 
opinion  of  Lib  deserts,  and  hoping,  by  giving  him  so  important  a 
jMisi,  to  appease  bis  irritated  feelings. 

Articild.  Loivever,  declined  to  accept  it.  In  an  interview  with 
WashiugloD  at  Morristowo,  he  alleged  his  aiiiii/ty  to  proceed  to 
rbilndelpbiu  and  settle  his  public  occiHuts,  which  were  of  oon- 
tidi-fablo  amouTit;  especially  as  reports  had  been  circulated 
injurious  to  his  character  as  a  man  of  integrity.  IIu  intended, 
therefore,  to  wait  ou  Congress,  and  request  a  committee  of  inquiry 
I  into  bis  conduct,  Beside,  he  did  notcouHidor  the  promotion  cou- 
kfarcd  on  him  by  Congress  sufficient  to  obviate  tUuir  previous 
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neglect,  an  it  did  not  gire  him  the  rank  1m  had  a  dafai  lo^  hm 
ficniorit}'  in  the  line  of  hrigadiers.  In  their  lait  rwolve  tc^bb^ 
ing  him,  thry  had  ucknoirIi*dg(*d  him  competent  to  tke  atatianff 
major-grncral,  and,  therefore,  had  done  awaj  erery  uhjielim 
implied  by  their  former  oniiMion.  With  theae  eonaideratioai  ll 
proee«Hled  to  Philadelphin,  bearing  a  letter  from  WaAingtoa  ll 
the  President  of  Congress,  eountcnancing  his  oompluntai  mi 
testifying  to  the  exeelli  mo'  of  lii.4  military  character.  We  wtf 
hen*  aiM,  that  the  aceii<<atio:i5  against  him  were  pronoaneed  Um 
and  slanderous  by  t!io  Hoard  of  War;  that  the  report  eftk 
board  was  eonfirmed  by  Congren.^*  but  that  Arnold  waa  atOl  kft 
aggrieved  and  unredresse«!  in  point  of  rank. 

The  important  eonimnnd  of  the  Hudson  being  declined  Vf 
Arnold,  was  now  given  to  Putnam,  wlio  repaired  forthwith  li 
PiM'kslvill.  fieneral  M<'D.Mi;r;ill  was  riH|uested  by  Washington  ll 
aid  the  veteran  in  gaini.ig  a  knowledge  of  the  post.  '*  Yoaiil 
well  aequaintinl,*^  write.-^  he,  '*  with  the  old  gcntlcman*a 
he  is  active,  disinterested,  and  open  to  conviction." 

Putnam  set  about  promptly  to  carry  into  effect  the 
of  security  which  Oreenc  and  Knox  had  recommended; 
cially  the  boom  and  chain  at  Fort  Montgomcr}*,  about 
General  Oeorgc  Clinton  had  busied  himself.  Pntnam  had  a 
peculiar  fancy  for  river  obstructions  of  the  kind.  A  lar|pe  part  rf 
the  New  York  and  New  England  troops  were  stationed  at  tUi 
post,  not  merely  to  guard  the  Hudson,  but  to  render  aid  eithv  ll 
the  Eastern  or  Middle  States  in  case  of  exigency. 

About  this  time,  Washington  had  the  satisfaction  of  drawiig 
near  to  him  his  old  friend  and  travelling  companion,  Dr.  Jama 
Craik,  the  same  who  had  senred  with  him  in  Braddock^  eaa* 
pugn,  and  had  voyaged  with  him  down  the  Ohio  i  for 
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now  procured  ihe  appoiatmeot  of  assisUnt  diroctor-gcncral  of 

s  Hospital  departueat  of  the  middle  district,  wbich  iocluded  tbe 

s  between  tlie  Hudson  and  the  Potomac.     In  offering  the 

nation  to  the  doctor,  he  writes, ''  you  know  how  far  jou  may  be 

icfitcd  or  injured  by  snch  an  appointment,  and  whether  it  is 

idrisable  or  practicable  for  yon  to  quit  your  family  and  practice  at 

B  time.     I  request,  as  a  friend,  that  my  proposing  thia  matter 

lytia  may  liave  no  influence  upon  your  acceptnnoe  of  it.    I  have 

md  in  view  thou  to  serve  you."     Dr.  Craik,  il  will  ba 

nained  his  attached  and  devoted  friend  through  life. 

It  had  been  Washington's  earnest  wish  iu  the  Parly  part  of 

be  Hpring,  to  take  advantage  of  tho  inactivity  of  the  enemy,  and 

l«mpt  some  "capital  stroke  "  for  the  benefit  of  the  nest  cnm- 

■i^  ;  but  the  want  of  troops  prevented  him.     He  now  planned 

night  expedition  for  Pntuam,  exactly  Builcd  to  the  humor  of 

I  old  general     He  was   to   desoend    the    Hudson    in   boats, 

c  Fort  Independence  at  Spj't  den  Duive!   Creek,  capture 

fe  garrison,  and  sweep  the  road  between  that  post  nnd  iho  High- 

s.     Putnam  was  all  on  fire  for  tho  enterprise,  when  moi-e- 

ts  on  tbe  part  of  the  enemy,  seemingly  indicative  of  a  design 

I  Philadelphia,  obliged  Washington  to  abandon  the  project, 

1  exert  all  his  vigitanoc  in  watching  the  bostilo  operations  in 

t  Jerseys. 

Accordingly,  towards  the  end  of  May,  he  broke  up  his  ean- 

j  at  Morristoffn,  and  shifted  hia  camp  to  Middlebrook, 

ritWu  ten  miles  of  Brunswick.     Hia  whole  force  fit  for  duty  was 

*  about  seven  thousand  three  hundred  men,  all  from  the  States 

nth  of  the  Hudson.     There  wore  forty-three  re^-imenlp,  form- 

t  ten  brigades,  couimanded  by  Brigadiers  Muhlenlerg,  Weedou, 

Mlford,  Scott,  Smallwood,  Dcborre,  Wayne,  Dchaa<(,  Conway, 
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and  ManrelL  These  were  ^portioned  into  tv«  divfaMNM  nf  t«9 
brigades  each,  under  Major-gcnorals  Oreene,  Stepka,  8alli«i% 
Lincroln  and  Stirling.  The  artillory  was  oommaiided  hf 
Sullivan,  with  hia  division,  was  stationed  on  the  ri|^t  ni 
ton.  With  the  rest  of  his  force,  Washington  fortifled  hianlf  ■ 
a  position  naturally  strong,  among  hills,  in  the  renr  of  the  ynDa^ 
of  M  iddlebrook.  His  camp  was,  on  all  sides,  difficult  of  nniieoJ^ 
and  he  rendered  it  still  more  so  bj  intrcnchmentSL  The  U^ 
ground:!  about  it  commanded  a  wide  view  of  the  country  nraul 
Brunswick,  the  road  to  Philadelphia,  and  the  coune  of  lb 
Raritan,  so  that  the  enemy  could  make  no  imporiant  movi 
on  land,  without  his  perceiving  it. 

It  was  now  the  beautiful  8oa.4on  of  the  year,  and  the 
fn>ni  their  height  beheld  a  fertile  and  well  coltivmted  covnlij 
Fproad  l>efore  them,  **  painted  with  meadows,  green  fields  sii 
orrhanl:^  studded  with  villages,  and  affording  abandaat  eapplin 
X.J  forage/*  A  part  of  their  duty  was  to  guard  it  horn  tkf 
ravage  of  the  enemy,  while  they  held  themseWes  ready  toeo» 
t<.ract  hi»  movements  in  every  direction. 

Oa  the  31st  of  May,  reports  were  brought  to  eamp  flili 
fleet  of  a  hundred  sail  had  left  New  York,  ai;d  stood  oat  to  s» 
Whither  bound,  and  how  freighted,  was  unknown.  If  they  or 
rioi  troops*  their  destination  iniglit  bo  l>.'Uw.ire  Day.  EighlMi 
iracjiporta.  also,  had  arrived  at  New  York,  with  troops  in  fbi^fl 
nnif  j«ma.  Were  they  those  which  had  been  in  Canada,  or 
iMaiediaiely  from  Germany  ?  ThoM  who  had  rtt^innoitrod 
with  gUaws  oould  not  telL     All  was  matter  of  angiona 


Lest  the  fleet  which  had  put  to  sea  thoxd  be  booad  Cuthv 
IXfifaiwe  Bay,  Washington  iusuntly  vzole  lo  Patnflk 
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Itmrj,  ftt  tbat  time  governor  of  Virginia,  putling  liim  on  bis 
rd.     "  Should   thii  fleet  arrive  on  jour  coast,  and  tiie  cnom^ 
rapt  tn  penetrate  tbe  country,  or  make  incursions,  I  would 
immend  that  the  earliest  opposition  be  made  by  parlies  and 
icbnients  of  mititia,  without  waiting  to  collect  a  large  body. 
■ara  convinced  that  this  would   be   ntlcndcd   witb   tbe    most 
Intary  consequences,    and  that  great<?r  advantages  would  be 
rived  from  it,  than  by  deferring  tbe  oppoeition  till  you  asseiubte 
number  equal  to  that  of  the  enemy." 
The  troops  in  foreign  uniforms    which  had  landed  fri)m  the 
irts,  proved    to  bo   Anspacbers,  and   other  Gemiao  mer- 
ries ;    there  were   British   reinforeeoients  also ;    and,  what 
particularly  needed,  a  supply  of  teats  and  camp  equipage. 
■r  William  Howe  had  been  waiting  for  the  latter,  aud  likewise 
itil  the  ground  ehould  be  eovcred  with  grass.* 
The  country  was  now  in  full  verdure,  affording  "green  forage" 
•bunduDCc,  and  all  things  seemed  to  Sir  William  propitious 
t  the  opening  of  the  campaign.     Early  in  June,  therefore,  ho 
|vc  up  ease  and  gayety,  and  luxurious  life  at  New  York,  and 
ibosing  into  the  Jerseys,  set  up  h\A  head-quarters  at  Brunswick. 
As  soon  as  Washington  ascertained  that  Sir  William's  attention 
u  completely  tamed  to  this  quart«r,  he  determined  to  atrcngth- 
I  bis  position  with  all  the  furee  thnt  oouM  be  spared  from  other 
irts,  so  as  to  lie  able,  in  case  a  far«rable  opportunity  presented. 
I  make  an  attack  npon  the  enemy  ;  in  the  mean  time,  ho  would', 
them  with  his  light  militia  troops,  aided  by  a  few  Conti- 
intsiB,  BO  as  to  weaken  their  onmbers  by  continual  skirmishos. 
'Hh  this  view,  he  ordered  General  Putnam  to  send  down  most 

"  Endenoa  of  Major-gcnonil  Crv;  b«foro  the  Homo  of  Common*. 
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of  Um  OootineBUl  inapt  fron  I'MlnkiU,  Uttrbg  eoly  s  Mahv 
sulfieiflDt,  ia  «MJui>rtiaa  wiUi  tbe  nuUtik,  In  gaard  tlud  ^ 
agaiut  MUfoH.  Tlif;  wan  U>  pniend  iu  ibraa  diruMMis,  u^ 
GanerftU  Parwiiu,  Mc[)DUjt«ll,  »imI  Olanr,  kt  ana  d*;'*  bmA 
duUnt  from  uach  other. 

Anwld,  in  Uua  cHlical  junetoni,  liad  beat  pat  ib 
of  PluUdel|>hta,  i  poU  irliich  be  bad  been  indncad  I 
ftltbooi^  tbr  iiiMwUnn  of  ruik  bmd  not  bom  tdlBMed  te 
Cution.  Hi*  iNimmand  (nnhruod  ibo  wcttore  bank  of  tbe  Di^ 
wua  vilb  kII  lU  taria  aod  funet,  uul  be  tooti  sp  hU 
tlien  with  a  •tmiig  bwly  of  nulitia,  ■upportcd  by  »  l««  Ctifr 
neotali^  to  uppiae  uu;  aitcmpi  uf  thii  enemy  to  cmai  ili« 
He  was  iiutrucluJ  l)y  Witahinxloa  to  gira  bin  notico  by  u; 
n,  posted  ou  tho  rutul,  if  auj'  iloot  ahould  appaar  ia  IU 
Bay ;  and  to  oodcaTor  to  coDOcrl  sigDals  vitb  die  ouBp  of 
Taa  st  PriucctoQ,  by  aUrm  finn  upon  tbo  bill&. 

On  tba  night  uf  the  l:}tli  of  June,  tii-ncral  Howe  i 
forth  in  grtnt  force  frum  Brunimick,  u  if  poabing  direcll; fit 
tbo  Delaware,  but  bia  aiivauced  ^u&rJ  halted  at  Soibctmi 
bouM),  about  eight  or  nine  niilcs  ttistjtni.  Apprised  of  this 
mest,  Waahinglnn  at  dnybrcak  rcooDDoitrod  (he  euetny  bntn  it 
heights  before  the  camp.  Uu  obwrvod  tbcir  frnol  hAltiag  at  lla 
court-boose,  but  a  few  idIIm  di«tuit,  while  troop*  mmI  artdlMf 
weru  grouped  here  aud  tb«re  aloug  the  road,  and  the  nargmi 
was  still  at  Unuuwick.  It  wiu  a  ijut^vtlou  with  U'inhitigKW* 
his  generals,  w  thuy  recounuitrvii  the  ecciuy  with  Uni 
whether  thin  wui  a  rculiii>jti<  ('.M^rd  PljildJiilgibia,  or 
Inra  to  tempt  them  down  boa  their  stroog  p«—*Mra  1 
unetrtftinty,  Wsahington  drew  out  hia  aroij  in  battln  anif 
the  h^ti,  bat  kept  ^uiet.    In  the  present  rtata  af  hk 
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traa  UU  plan  not  to  risk  a  general  action ;  but,  aliould  the 
reall;  iDftrcli  toward  the  Delaware,  to  hang  hcavilj  upon 
nr  rcnr.  Their  principal  difficulty  would  be  in  crossing  thai 
•,  and  there,  be  trusted,  tbcj  would  meet  with  Bpiriled  oppo- 
a  from  the  Contioeutal  troops  aud  militia,  stationed  on  the 
crn  aide  under  Arnold  and  Mifflin. 

The  British  took  up  a  Btrong  position,  baring  Millstone  Creek 
B  tlieir  left,  the  Raritai  all  alon^  their  front,  and  their  right 
ating  on  Brunswick,  and  proceeded  to  fortify  thcmselTes  with 


While  thus  anxiously  situated,  AVasbington,  on  the  14tb,  re- 
ared a  Iett«r  from  Colonel  Reed,  his  former  secretary  and  oouG- 
niial  friend.  A  coolness  had  existed  on  the  general's  part, 
since  he  had  unwarily  opened  the  satirical  letter  of  General 
;  yet  bo  bad  aitcd  towards  Reed  with  bia  habitual  high- 
iodedness,  and  had  recently  nominated  him  as  general  of  cav- 
The  latter  bad  deeply  deplored  the  interruption  of  their 
ace  unreserved  intercourse  ;  he  hal  long,  he  said,  desired  to  have 
e  bour  of  private  conversation  with  Wa.sbit3gton  on  the  subject 
r  Lee's  letter,  but  bad  deferred  it  in  the  hope  of  obtaining  Wb 
rn  letter  to  which  that  was  an  answer.  In  that  he  bad  been 
■appointed  by  Leo's  captivity.  On  the  present  occasion,  Reed's 
nrt  was  full,  and  be  refers  to  former  times  in  language  that  is 
■Ily  touching : 

am  sensible,  my  dear  sir,"  writes  he,  "  bow  difficult  it  ia 
i  regain  lost  friendship  ;  but  the  oonsoiousnoss  of  never  having 
ally  forfeited  yours,  and  the  hope  that  it  may  be  in  my  power 
illy  to  convince  you  of  it,  are  some  consolation  for  an  event 
tueh  I  never  think  of  but  with  the  greatest  oooecm.  In  the 
tan  time,  niy  dear  general,  let  ue  entreat  you  to  judge  of  me 
TOI_  III. — 1 
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bj  realities,  not  bjr  appearances;  and  believe  tlwl  I  never 
tained  or  expressed  a  sentiment  ineompatible  with  that 
I  professed  for  your  person  and  character,  and  whioh,  wfaethsr  I 
shall  be  so  happy  as  to  possess  jour  future  good  opiiikMi  or  ii^ 
I  shall  carry  to  my  grave  with  me. 

*'  A  late  perusal  of  the  letters  you  honored  ae  with  At 
bridge  and  New  York,  last  year,  afforded  me  a  melandiolj 
sure.  I  cannot  help  acknowledging  myself  deeply  affsetttd,  in  a 
comparison  with  those  which  I  have  since  received.  I  ahouU 
not,  my  dear  sir,  have  trespassed  on  your  time  and  patieMe  st 
this  juncture  so  long,  but  that  a  former  letter  upon  this  mbjael  I 
fear  has  miscarried;  and  whatever  may  be  my  fntiare  desli* 
nation  and  course  of  life,  I  could  not  support  the  refleetiou  of 
being  thought  ungrateful  and  insincere  to  a  friendship  whidi  was 
equally  my  pride  and  my  pleasure.  May  God  Almighty  erawi 
your  virtue,  my  dear  and  much  respected  general,  with  deserved 
success,  and  make  your  life  as  happy  and  honorable  to  jounelf 
OS  it  has  been  useful  to  your  country." 

The  heart  of  Washington  was  moved  by  this  appeal,  aid 
though  in  the  midst  of  military  preparations,  with  a  hostile  army 
at  hand,  he  detained  Colonel  Rccd*s  messenger  long  enoQ^  ts 
write  a  short  letter  in  reply  :  "  to  thank  you,*'  said  he,  '^  aa  I  ds 
most  sincerely,  for  the  friendly  and  affectionate  sentimenta  ooe- 
tained  in  yours  towards  me,  and  to  assure  you  that  I  ana  perfeol- 
ly  convinced  of  the  sincerity  of  them. 

"  True  it  is,  I  felt  myself  hurt  by  a  certain  letter,  which 
appeared  at  that  time  to  be  the  echo  of  one  from  you;  I  was  hvt 
— not  because  I  thought  my  judgment  wronged  by  the  expn» 
sions  contained  in  it,  but  because  the  same  sentiments  were  b0I 
oommuntcated  immediately  to  myself     The  favorable 
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which  your  opinioDB,  upon  all  occasions,  had  been  received,  the 
impressions  they  made,  and  the  unreserved  manner  in  which  I 
wished  and  required  them  to  be  given,  entitled  me,  I  thought,  to 
jour  advice  upon  any  point  in  which  I  appeared  to  be  wanting. 
To  meet  with  any  thing,  then,  that  carried  with  it  a  complexion 
of  withholding  that  advice  from  me,  and  censuring  my  conduct 
to  another,  was  such  an  argument  of  disingenuity,  that  I  was  not 
a  little  mortified  at  it  However,  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that 
matters  were  not  as  they  appeared  from  the  letter  alluded  to." 

Washington  was  not  of  a  distrustful  spirit  From  this  mo- 
ment, we  are  told,  that  all  estrangement  disappeared,  aud  the 
ancient  relations  of  friendly  confidence  between  him  and  C^'lonel 
Keed  were  restored.*  His  whole  conduct  throughout  the  afiair 
bears  evidence  of  his  candor  and  magnanimity. 

*  Life  of  Reed  by  hit  gnndaoo. 
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WlOinCD  MOVEMENTS  OF   SIB  WILLIAM   HOWE — ^BAFFLnCO  CACnOSr  01 

IHOTON KUMORED   INROAI>S    FBOM     THE    NORTH SCUim.KR    APPL 

REINFORCEMENTS — RENEWED  SCHEMES  OF  HOWE  TO  I>RAW  WASI 
FROM  HIS  STRONOnOLD— SKIRMISH  BETWEEN  CORNWALU8  AN 
STIRLtNO— THE  ENEMY  EVACCATK  THE  JERSKTS — PERPLEXITY  AS  1 
NEXT  MOVEMENT — A  HOSTILE  FI^ET  ON  IJkKE  CHAMPLAIN  — Bl 
APPROACHING  TICONDEROOA — SPKCDI-ATIONS  OF  WASHINGTON — H 
P06R  OF  KEEPING  SIR  WILLIAM  HOWE  FROM  ASCENDING  THE  HI 
ORDERS  GEORGE  CLINTON   TO   CALL  OUT  MIUTIA   FROM  ULSTER  AND 

COUNTIF-S— SENDS   SULLIVAN   TOWARDS  THE    HIGHLANDS MOX'ES    li 

CAMP  BACK  TO   MORRISTOWN — STIR    AMONG  THE    SHIPPING— THEIB 
VATION  SURMISXD  TO  BE  PIIILADF.LPHIA — A   DINNER  AT   HEAD-QUA 
ALEXANDER   H.VMILTON — GRATDON'S    RUEFUL    DESCRIPTION  OF  THE 
ms  CHARACTER  OF   WAYNE. 

The  A.merican  and  British  armies,  strongly  posted,  as  n 
shown,  the  former  along  the  heights  of  Middlebrook,  th( 
beyond  the  Karitan,  remained  four  days  grimly  regardinj 
other ;  both  waiting  to  be  attacked.  The  Jersey  militia, 
now  turned  out  with  alacrity,  repaired,  some  to  Washii 
camp,  others  to  that  of  Sullivan.  The  latter  had  fallei 
from  Princeton,  and  taken  a  position  behind  the  Sourland 
Howe  pushed  out  detachments,  and  made  several  feint! 
to  pass  by  the  American  camp  and  march  to  the  Delawar 
Washington  was  not  to  be  deceived.     *'  The  enemy  will  no 


1777.]  BXPOBTXD  ABRIYAL  OF   BUHGOTKE.  77 

tint  wiy/*  8ud  he,  "  nntil  they  hftve  given  this  arm j  a  severe  hlow. 
The  risk  would  be  too  great  to  attempt  to  cross  a  river  where 
tkej  most  expect  to  meet  a  formidable  opposition  in  front,  and 
voold  have  sach  a  force  as  ours  in  their  rear.'^  He  kept  on  the 
heights,  therefore,  and  strengthened  his  intrenchmenta  ' 

Baffled  in  these  attempts  to  draw  his  cautions  adversary  into 
ftgeoend  action,  Howe,  on  the  19th,  suddenly  broke  up  his  camp, 
a&d  pretended  to  return  with  some  precipitation  to  Brunswick, 
horning  as  he  went  several  valuable  dwelling  houses.  Washing- 
ton^ lig^t  troops  hovered  round  the  enemy  as  far  as  the  Raritan 
•ad  Millstone,  which  secured  their  flanks,  would  permit ;  but  the 
■ftb  army  kept  to  its  stronghold  on  the  heightSL 

On  the  next  day  came  warlike  news  from  the  North.  Ames- 
hary,  a  British  spy,  had  been  seized  and  examined  by  Schuyler. 
Bargoyne  was  stated  as  being  arrived  at  Quebec  to  coinmuud  the 
forces  in  an  invasion  from  Canada.  While  he  advanced  with  his 
inaln  force  by  Lake  Champlaio,  a  detachment  of  British  troops, 
Canadians  and  Indians,  led  by  Sir  John  Johnson,  was  to  penetrate 
ty  Oswego  to  the  Mohawk  River,  and  place  itself  between  Fort 
Stanwix  and  Fort  Edward. 

If  this  information  was  correct,  Ticonderoga  would  soon  be 
Attacked.  The  force  there  might  be  sufficient  for  its  defence,  but 
Schajler  would  have  no  troops  t^*.*  oppose  the  inroad  of  Sir  John 
Johnson,  and  he  urged  a  reinforcement.  Washington  forthwith  sent 
orders  to  Putnam  to  procure  sloops,  and  hold  four  Massachusetts 
regiments  in  readiness  to  go  up  the  river  at  a  moment's  warning. 
Still,  if  the  information  of  the  spy  was  correct,  he  doubted  the 
^ility  of  the  enemy  to  carry  the  reported  plan  into  effect  It 
^d  not  appear  that  Burgoyne  had  brought  any  reinforcements 
from  Europe.     If  so,  he  could  not  move  with  a  greater  force  than 
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luck  npidlj  bj  different  routes  from  Amboj.  He  had  three 
objects  in  Tiew :  to  cut  off  the  principal  advanced  parties  of  the 
Amerieaos ;  to  come  up  with  and  bring  the  main  body  into  an 
CDgagement  near  Quibbletown ;  or  that  Lord  Cornwallis,  making  a 
eoDsiderable  circuit  to  the  right,  should  turn  the  left  of  Washing- 
tOD's  position,  get  to  the  heights,  take  possession  of  the  passes,  and 
oblige  him  to  abandon  that  stronghold  where  he  had  hitherto 
been  so  secure.* 

Washington,  however,  had  timely  notice  of  his  movements, 
and  penetrating  his  design,  regained  his  fortified  camp  at  Middle- 
brook,  and  secured  the  passes  of  the  mountains.  He  then  de- 
tadied  a  body  of  light  troops  under  Brigadier-general  Scott,  to- 
gether with  Morgan's  riflemen,  to  hang  on  the  flank  of  the  enemy 
and  watch  their  motions. 

Cornwallis,  in  his  circuitous  march,  dispersed  the  light  parties 
of  the  advance,  but  fell  in  with  Lord  Stirling's  division,  strong- 
ly posted  in  a  woody  country,  and  well  covered  by  artillery  ju- 
diciously disposed.  A  sharp  skirmish  ensued,  when  the  Amer- 
icans gave  way  and  retreated  to  the  hills,  with  the  loss  of  a  few 
men  and  three  field-pieces;  while  the  British  halted  at  Westfield, 
disappointed  in  the  main  objects  of  their  enterprise  They  re- 
Daained  at  Westfield  until  the  afternoon  of  the  27th,  wlien  they 
nwred  toward  Spanktown  (now  Rahway),  plundering  all  before 
^em,  and,  it  is  said,  burning  several  houses ;  but  pursued  and 
karaased  the  whole  way  by  the  American  light  troop.s.t 

Perceiving  that  every  i<cheme  of  bringing  the  Americans  to  a 
general  action,  or  at  least  of  withdrawing  them  from  their  ttroug- 
Iiolds,  was  rendered  abortive  by  the  caution   and  prudence  of 

*  Civil  war  in  America,  v.  i.  p.  247. 

t  Letter  to  the  President  of  Cong.  28th  June,  1777. 


CU  LIFE  OP   WASHIMOTOir.  pfiT 

Wuhin^on,  ■ud  kwire  uf  the  midnes  of  tHUmpUaif;  to  mmA 
to  tliu  IMaWftrr,  through  a  hoitiU  oannUj,  with  smIi  ■  fcnth 
hiH  rcur.  Sir  WiU'ram  Iluwe  broke  npkia  bead-qi 
oil  the  ImI  of  JuDc,  and  cronod  orer  to  Stat«n  laUnd  en  Atki^ 
ing  bridge ;  his  troops  that  were  encamped  oppoaito  to  Aallf 
struck  their  Ccnta  on  the  followiog  day,  tod  muvbad  off  ••  Aa 
old  camping  ground  on  the  Itav  of  New  York ;  the  Aqp  fit 
under  way,  and  moved  dovn  round  the  island ;  and  it  wu  ■■ 
appareat,  that  at  length  the  cncnij  had  really  eTaeaated  the  J^ 
»eys. 

The  queition  now  «3^  nhal  voald  be  tbeir  next  mon  f  i 
great  stir  among  tlic  shipping  seemed  to  iodnata  aa  ii  i  pwBliw 
by  water.  But  whither?  Circumstances  occnrrad  lopnpkxlka 
(juci'liou. 

Scarce  had  the  list  tent  been  Btruck,  and  the  laat 
disappeared  from  before  Amboy,  when  intellige 
General  St.  Clair,  annouooing  the  appearance  of  a  hoatile  flaMa 
Lake  Oianiplnin.  and  that  tleneral  Burgoyne  with  tba  «l 
Canada  army  was  approaeliing  Timndcroga.  Tbejodgwrnt 
circumspection  ofWaphingtnn  were  never  more  wrerdj  pattaAi 
proof.  Was  this  merely  a  direrKinn  with  a  small  fbm  of  tf^ 
tniopH  and  Indians,  intended  to  occupy  the  attcntjooof 
can  forces  in  that  quarter,  while  the  main  body  of  tha  anijM 
Canada  should  come  round  by  sea,  and  form  a  jnnotion  with 
army  under  Howe?  But  General  Burgnyne,  in  WaAn^tari 
opinion,  was  a  man  of  too  much  spirit  and  enterprin  ta  artBl 
from  England  merely  to  execute  a  plan  from  which  no  banar  V 
to  be  derircd.  Did  he  really  intend  to  break  thnnigh  bjthiv  " 
of  Ticondcroga  ?  In  that  case  it  must  be  Howe'a  jAm  |»  ■ 
operate  with  him.     Had  all  the  recent  maooBUTrea  of  tha  «i^ 
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IB  tbe  JenejB,  iHiidi  had  appeared  so  enigmatical  to  WashiDgtoo, 
ken  aerelj  a  stratagem  to  arnuae  liim  until  they  should  receive 
iBteiiigenee  of  the  moyements  of  Borgojne  ?  If  so,  Sir  William 
nat  soon  throw  off  the  mask.  His  next  move,  in  sach  case, 
vonid  be  to  ascend  the  Hudsoa,  seixe  on  the  Highland  passes 
before  Washington  could  form  a  union  with  the  troops  stationed 
tkre,  and  thus  open  the  way  for  the  junction  with  Burgoyne. 
Shoold  Washington,  however,  on  such  a  presumption,  hasten  with 
Us  troops  to  Peckskill,  leaving  General  Howe  on  Staten  Island, 
vhtt  would  prevent  the  latter  from  pushing  to  Philadelphia  by 
Sootli  Amboy  or  any  other  route  ? 

Sadli  were  the  perplexities  and  difficulties  presenting  them- 
Bekes  uider  every  aspect  of  the  case,  and  discussed  by  Washing- 
ton in  his  correspondence  with  his  accustomed  clearness.  In 
this  dilemma  he  sent  Generals  Parsons  and  Varnum  with  a  couple 
of  brigades  in  all  haste  to  Peekskill ;  and  wrote  to  Generals 
George  Clinton  and  Putnam ;  the  former  to  call  out  the  New 
York  militia  from  Orange  and  Ulster  counties ;  the  latter  to 
B^unmoQ  the  militia  from  Connecticut ;  and  as  soon  as  such  rein- 
fercements  should  be  at  hand,  to  despatch  four  of  the  strongest 
^I^flEichasetts  regiments  to  the  aid  of  Ticonderoga ;  at  the  same 
tiinethe  expediency  was  suggested  to  General  Schuyler,  of  having 
ill  the  eittle  and  vehicles  removed  from  such  parts  of  the  coun- 
^  which  he  might  think  the  enemy  intended  to  penetrate. 

General  Sullivan,  moreover,  was  ordered  to  advance  with  his 
^i^ision  towards  the  Highlands  as  far  as  Pompton,  while  Wash- 
iiiftoo  moved  his  own  camp  back  to  Morristown,  to  be  ready 
either  to  push  on  to  the  Highlands,  or  fall  back  upon  his  recent 
portion  at  Middlcbrook,  according  to  the  movements  of  the  eucm  j. 
vou  m.— 4* 
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"  If  I  ran  Vtcp Gcacrml  Howv  balow  tbs  TTlglihafc"  nil  hi^ ■! 
think  tlittir  Klicmca  will  ba  mtinlj  bafled." 

Dtiwrten  rroin  Statea  Island  and  N«w  Yotk 
wiird  to  the  camp  that  innaporta  wen  hmag  ItWd 
for  horsM,  a&d  uking  in  three  irooki'  mpplr  of  wi 
ciidcr.  All  this  indicated  homa  other  dcstiaMioa  iImb  liaA  d 
the  HudMiL  Loot  an  atrcmpt  on  tbe  Eaatcni  StatM  ihodl  b 
inti'iidod,  WtufaingtoD  sent  a  cireular  to  their  gov«mon  le  yrt 
tlii'in  on  their  guard. 

In  the  midnt  of  his  varioai  can»,  hie  jwmaa  nldieij,  At 
Jcnwj  militia,  were  not  forgotten.  It  waa  tl 
and  the  State  being  evacuated,  there  was  do  imaMdiata  all  tc 
their  lervicca  -  he  diami&ied,  thcrcforo,  alnuMt  the  whole  U  Am 
tu  (licir  homes. 

Capt.iin  tirajdnn,  vhoM  memoin  we  have  berctofa* 
orcasion  to  qiiole,  paid  a  visit  to  the  panp  at  thie  jaactw 
t-onipan^r  witli  Colonel  Milea  and  Major  West,  all  America; 
oiicrt  on  Lonjr  Island,  but  who  had  been  liberated  an  jm 
(iraydon  remarks  that,  lo  tlieir  gn-at  surpriae,  thej  am  aal 
tsry  parade  npon  llicir  jnurnry.  nor  anj  indicaUoa  of  ^ 
vi^inr  on  the  part  of  xUa  country.  Here  and  there  a  militia 
with  his  eoiitra.'tcd  cnlnrcd  cape  and  facings;  doahtleaaoHe  VK 
wlin  had  received  hia  furlouf:h.  and  was  bound  hf»iM  to  hia 
Captains,  majors,  and  colonels  abounded  in  tbe  land,  but  wm 
to  be  found  at  the  bead  of  their  men. 

When  be  arrived  at  the  camp,  ho  eould 
deserved  the  name  of  army.  "  I  wa.H  told,  iodoed, 
"  that  it  was  much  weakened  hy  detachments,  and  I  waa  gtai' 
find  there  waa  some  cause  for  the  present  panettj  of  aDUicia 
eonld  not  doubt,  however,  that  things  were  gmng  tm  weU.    H 
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Ditnandor-in-cbief  and  all  about  him  were  in  excellent  Epirita." 
c  officers  waitcii  on  Washington  at  his  marquee  in  the 
lening.  lu  the  course  of  conversation,  he  aaked  them  what 
■Bf  couoeivcd  to  be  the  objects  of  Gcijerni  Howe.  ColoucI  Miloa 
i|)lleU,  a  co-operation  with  tlic  Northern  army  hy  means  of  tba 
■Uilitoii.  U'ashiijglon  aeknowledgcd  that  indications  and  prob- 
pilitieH  teuded  to  that  conclusion ;  novcttheless,  he  had  little 
lubt  the  object  of  Qowe  naa  Philadelphia. 

Graydoii  and  bis  companions  dined  the  nest  day  at  bead- 
wrters ;  there  vas  a  large  party,  in  which  were  several  ladies, 
bluuel  Alexander  Hamilton,  who,  in  the  preceding  month  of 
^ril,  had  been  recdved  into  Washington's  family  as  aide-de- 
^mp,  presided  at  the  head  of  the  tabic,  and  '*  aoijuitted  hiuisell^" 
writes  Oraydon,  "with  an  ease,  propriety,  and  vivacity  which 
e  mo  the  most  favorable  impression  of  his  talents  and  accom- 

i  may  here  observe  that  the  energy,  skill,  and  intelligcnoe 

(played  by  Hamilton  throughout  the  last  year's  campaign,  when- 

r  his  limited  command  gave  him  opportunity  of  evincing  them, 

his  entrance  tn  head-<iuarter3 ;  where  his  quick  diaceph- 

mt   and   precocious    judgment   viere   soon    fully   appreciated. 

s  were  enrpri^id  to  see  a  youth,  scarco  twenty  years  of 

!,  n^eoivcd  into  the  implicit  confidence,  and  admitted  into  the 

tBTcst  coansels,  of  a  man  like  Washington.     While  his  uncom- 

ma  talents  thus  rommauded  respect,  rarely  inspired  by  one  of 

■  years,  bis  jnvenite  appearance  and  buoyant  spirit  made  bim 

*k  nDiversal  favorite.     Harrison,  the  "old  secretary,"  much  his 

■cnior,  looked  upon  him  with  an  almost  paternal  eye,  and  re- 

gardiiig  his  diminutive  size  and  toweriiig  spirit,  used  to  call  bin 
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Gnjdon,  during  his  recent  of^trntj^  hmd  been  aeenstomed  io 
It  of  British  troops  in  the  completeness  of  martial  smj, 
nd  lodnd  with  a  mefol  eye  on  patriotism  in  rags.  From  all  that 
kiiw at  the  camp,  he  suspected  aflairs  were  not  in  a  proqperons 
tnuo,  notwithstanding  the  cheerful  coontenances  at  head-qnar- 
tea  There  ajqpeared  to  be  a  want  of  animated  co-operation 
kA  on  the  part  of  the  goTemment  and  the  people.  ^  General 
Wadbington,  with  the  little  remnant  of  hii  army  at  Horristown, 
Maed  left  to  scuffle  for  liberty,  like  another  Cato  at  Utica.'** 

We  wiU  now  turn  to  the  North,  and  lift  the  curtain  for  a  nun 
■ent^to  gire  the  reader  a  glance  at  aiEurs  in  that  qparteri 
aboat  iriiieh  there  were  such  dubious  rumoni 
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CnAPTER    IX. 


BKrn«v  i!r%-An<i9t   f«oii  i'A\Aik%— tkv  n.uK— ocmpounost  or 

IXw     AKMT — iC-HlTLUt    OM     THK     ALUTT — UU     ■TBCCLATIliaiS     A%     tO 
I>UI1*»   ItBUUXh— »l*r><*17(C   ox    LtKK   tHUin.%1^ — HU  WaK< 
Hl>      IXIMAX      AUJVS~MC.!««    IVT     lll«     ArTKl^U'H     I'iSilUCD 
|'CK\x:A— ^\>KSU4\^M*IACK    0!«    TIIF.    Mm.>L«.-r    »mntC!C  9T.     CLAIR, 
l^\  lMi«1\>!i(.    ASD    iKllllLrK — BIIU'.<>1>L    Ivri&C5i1IC*   SCtR    T1l>nXIlSB0aA 
—  Hl»   ri!«Hl.^ltAT1%^> — <«IU1LIK*>     CXLKTIxN*     AT     ALMAXT     TU     VOBWi 
Rin^nWiXinXT^ — IIV.AM   that   Tl«V^l>l»«i%  »    KTAiTATT.t»^liT 
l«»ArrKARAX\-S   «V    «T.    \l.ilK   \M»    Hl«  T::hM> AHAZUtKVT   ASD 

tw  «AJMiNOi\>3i-~<«:*ri:<  k»  i?tTV'vr.Yi'>r»  r-  mhviles  at  Pttcr 

AM«  tV-t  n-nCAM   AT   rr£k>Kaj. —  V.>\A>it3l   mxiH    Bla   KACi    ABMTIO' 

cu>rB — Htt  BitrKrrL  ftrtsrr  HAMr^irax 


Ths  tfrn^nent  advancing  agmicst  Tivvcdtr^ca.  of  vhich  Gcncnl 
St.  CUir  liad  pven  iiitei'.i£t*u«-v.  v:k>  bo;  a  mere  direnion,  bat  a 
i«|nft^  mra»ian :  tb«  pUu  of  v':.:^  b  h&i  b«vn  deriwd  bj  thi 
kii^.  Loi^  O^orpp  licnuain.  ii.d  Oestnl  B'^r^>vi»e  tlie  UtMr 
kavii^  rKMtwd  to  KixxrUnd  trt^ni  CAiJi.ia  ;ii  the  preceding  jhl 
TW  jvMtMa  of  tbe  two  anuio«. — tL&t  iu  C^r^da  aad  thml  mdv 
6«Mval  H«««  IB  N«v  York.— va5  vvn>:d«^rfd  tbe  tpeediert  Bodi 
5ff  <|Hllii|(  tW  rebellkiQ  ;  and  a$  ibe  $o.-ur.;T  adJ  good  gorofr 

TC4«iivd  the  |>red^scv  vf  iioremor  Sir  6iJ 

mcB  vrrc  r^  resiair  tbere  witb  Ub; 

f  «a*  to  K-  t:;::'..vi\i  ar>oD  twa 
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;  tliO  one  uader  (leneral  Bargojnc,  who  was  to  force  bis  way 
f,  Albany,  th«  oilier  noder  Lieutenant-colonel  St.  Lcger,  who 
a  to  make  a  diversion  on  the  Mohawk  River. 

The  inrading  army  was  compo.^d  of  three  thousand  seren 
nidred  And  twenty-four  British  rank  and  file,  three  thoasand 
ptecn  Ocrmans,  mostly  Brunswickers,  two  hundred  and  fifty 
s,  and  four  hundred  Indians ;  beside  these  there  were 
r  hundred  and  sevcniy-three  artillery  men,  in  all  nearly  eight 
touKond  men.  The  arniy  was  admirably  appointed.  Its  brass 
fia  of  artillery  was  extolled  as  pcrliapa  the  finest  ever  allotted 
L  an  vnty  of  the  site.  General  Phillips,  who  commanded  the 
itillery,  bad  g&ioed  great  reputation  in  the  wars  in  Germany. 
Irigadicrs-general  Frascr,  Powel,  and  Elainihon,  were  also 
officers  of  distinguished  merit  So  was  31  ajor -general  the  Barou 
Riedc»cl,  a  Brunswicker,  who  coramanded  the  German  troops. 

While  Burgoyne  with  the  main  force  proceeded  from  St. 
Johns,  Colonel  St.  Leger,  with  a.  dctaehmeut  of  regulars  and 
Canadians  about  seven  hundred  strong,  was  to  land  at  Oswego, 
>nd,  guided  by  Sir  John  Johnson  at  the  head  of  his  loyalist  vol- 
untccrs,  tory  refugees  from  h'm  former  neighborhood,  and  a  body 
of  Indians,  was  to  enter  the  Slohawk  country,  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  (ieneral  Schuyler  in  that  direction,  attack  Fort  Stanwix, 
and.  Laving  ravaged  the  valley  of  the  Mohawk,  rejoin  Burgoyne 
at  Albany ;  where  it  was  expected  they  would  make  a  trium- 
phaut  junction  with  the  army  of  Sir  Willinm  Howe. 

General  Burgoyne  left  St.  Johns  on  the  16th  of  June.     Some 

idea  may  Le  formed  of  his  buoyant  anticipation  of  a  triumphant 

progress  through  the  country,  by  the  manifold  and  lumbering 

fpurtenaiices  of  a  European  camp  with  which  his  army  wus  eii- 

■ibcTcd.     lu  this  respect  be  had  ctnnniincd  the  swuie  error  in 
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his  campaign  tbroogb  a  wilderneas  of  lakes  and  forasta,  that  had 
once  embarrassed  the  nnfortunate  Braddock  in  his  march 
the  mountains  of  Virginia. 

Schuyler  was  uncertain  as  to  the  plans  and  force  of  the 

my.     If  information  gathered  from  scouts  and  a  captured  apy 

< 

might  be  relied  on,  Ticondcroga  would  soon  be  attacked ;  but  he 
trusted  the  garrison  was  sufficient  to  maintain  it  This  informa- 
tion he  transmitted  to  Washington  from  Fort  Edward  on  the 
16th,  the  very  day  that  Burgoync  embarked  at  St.  Johna 

On  the  following  day  Schuyler  was  at  Ticondcroga.  The 
works  were  not  in  such  a  state  of  forwardness  as  he  had  antioi- 
pated,  owing  to  the  tardy  arrival  of  troops,  and  the  want  of  a 
pufficicnt  number  of  artificer:*.  The  work;*  in  question  related 
chiefly  to  Mount  Independence,  a  high  circular  hill  on  the  east 
side  of  the  lake,  immediately  opposite  to  the  old  fort,  and  eon* 
sidered  the  most  defensible.  A  star  fort  with  pickets  crowned 
the  summit  of  the  hill,  which  was  tabic  land  ;  half  way  down  tbt 
Hide  of  a  hill  was  a  battery,  and  at  its  foot  were  strongly 
iiitroiirhed  works  well  mounted  with  cannon.  Here  the  Frendi 
(jcneral  de  Fermois,  who  had  charge  of  this  fort,  was  posted. 

As  tlii.s  part  of  Lake  Cliamplain  is  narrow,  a  connection  wai 
kept  up  between  the  two  fortH  by  a  floating  bridge,  supported  oi 
tweiity-two  sunken  piers  in  caisson?*,  forme<l  of  very  atrong  tiat 
l>er.  Between  the  piers  were  separate  floats,  fifty  feet  long  and 
twelve  feet  wide,  strongly  connected  by  iron  chains  and  rivela 
On  the  north  side  of  the  bridge  was  a  boom,  composed  of  largs 
pieces  of  timber,  secured  by  riveted  bolts,  and  beside  thia  wass 
double  iron  chain  with  links  an  inch  and  a  half  square.  IV 
bridge,  boom,  and  chain  were  four  hundn*d  yards  in  length 
This  immense  work,  the  labor  of  mouths,  on  which  no 
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>d  been  spared,  was  intended,  nhilc  it  afforded  a  coraiunnication 
itween  the  two  forts,  to  protoct  the  upper  part  of  the  lake,  pre- 
inting,  under  cover  of  their  guns,  a  barrier,  which  it  was  pro- 
.med  no  hostile  sliip  would  be  able  to  break  through. 

iav'Liig  DOteU  the  slate  of  affaira  and  iho  wants  of  the  garri- 

m,  Schuyler  hastened  to  Fort  George,  whence  he  sent  on  provi- 

■ions  for  upwards  of  sixty  daya;    and  from  the  hanks  of   the 

Hudson  additional  carpenters   and  working  cattle.     "  Buainesa 

will  now  go  on  in  better  (rain,  »nd  I  hope  with  much  more 

spirit,"  writes  he  to  Congress;  '■  and  I  trust  we  shall  alill  bo 

lie  to  pnl  crcry  thing  in  such  order  as  to  give  the  enemy  a 

•d  reception,  and,  I  hope  a  repulse,  should  they  attempt  a  real 

mtlack,  which  I  conjecture  will  not  be  soon,  if  at  all ;  although  I 

exjwct  they  will  approach  with  their  fleet  to  keep  as  in  alarm, 

and  to  draw  our  attention  from  other  quarters  whore  they  luay 

mean  a  real  attack.'' 

Ilia  idea  was  that,  while  their  fleet  and  a  small  body  of 
Iroops  might  appear  before  Ttcondcroga,  and  keep  up  continual 
alarms,  the  main  army  might  march  from  St.  Francois  or  St. 
Johns  lowarda  the  Connecticut  River,  and  make  an  attempt  on 
the  Eastern  States.  "  A  mancBUvru  of  this  kind,"  obserres  he, 
"  would  be  in  General  Burgoyne'a  way,  and,  if  auocessful,  would 
be  attended  with  much  honor  to  him.  *  *  *  *  I  am  tho 
more  couflrmed  in  this  conjecture,  as  the  enemy  cannot  be  igno- 
rant how  rery  ilifBcult,  if  not  impossible,  it  will  be  for  them  to 
letrate  to  Albany,  unless  in  losing  Ticonderoga  we  should  Joso 
ily  all  our  canuoo,  but  most  of  the  army  designed  for  thia 
tment." 
In  the  mean  time,  Burgoyne,  with  bis  amphibious  and  aemi- 
baroua  arroameot,  was  adranciiig  up  the  late.     Ou  the  Slst 
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of  JuDe  ho  encamped  at  the  riTcr  Boquet,  wBunl  miles  BOfih  d 
Crown  Point ;  here  he  gave  a  war  feast  to  hia  Mtvage  alfiea,  aai 
made  them  a  speech  in  that  pompous  and  half  poetical  rtm  ia 
which  it  is  the  absurd  practice  to  address  our  sarages,  and  wkiA 
is  commonly  reduced  to  flat  prose  by  their  interpreters.  At  the 
same  time  ho  was  strenuous  in  enjoining  humanity  toward  priaofr 
crs,  dwelling  on  tho  difference  between  ordinary  wan  carried  en 
against  a  common  enemy,  and  this  against  a  country  in  rebellien, 
whore  the  hostile  parties  wore  of  the  same  blood,  and  loyal  mb- 
jccts  of  tho  crown  might  be  confounded  with  the  rebelliooib  It 
was  a  speech  intended  to  excite  their  ardor,  but  restrain  tiieir 
cruelty ;  a  difficult  mclium  to  attain  with  Indian  warriora 

The  garrison  at  Ticondcroga,  meanwhile,  were  anxiously  oa 
tho  look-out.  Their  fortrcs.^,  built  on  a  hill,  oommanded  sa 
extensive  pnispect  over  the  bright  and  beautiful  lake  and  its  ear 
rounding  forests^  but  there  were  long  points  ..nd  promontories  il 
a  distance  to  intercept  the  view. 

By  the  24th,  scouts  began  to  bring  in  word  of  the  mpproaek 
ing  foe.  Bark  canoes  had  been  seen  filled  with  white  men  nl 
savages.  Then  three  ve8.scls  under  sail,  and  one  at  anchor,  aboii 
Split  Rock,  and  behind  it  the  radeau  Thunderer,  noted  b  thi 
last  year's  naval  fight  Anon  came  word  of  encampmenta  ia§- 
cient  for  a  large  body  of  troops,  on  both  sides  of  Gillilmnd'a  Cmli 
with  bateaux  plying  about  its  waters,  and  painted 
gliding  about  in  canoes ;  while  a  number  of  smokes  rising 
of  ^the  forest  at  a  disUnce  beyond,  gave  signs  of  an  Indna 
eamp. 

St  Clair  wrote  word  of  all  this  to  Schuyler,  and  that  it  M 
wapfomd  the  enemy  were  waiting  tho  arrival   of  more  ht»i 
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k  did  not,  however,  think  they  inteDded  to  attack,  but  to  haraas, 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  confidence  to  the  Indians. 

Scbajler  transmitted  a  copy  of  St.  Clair's  letter  to  Wash- 
iogtoQ.  ''  If  the  enemy's  object  is  not  to  attack  Ticonderoga," 
vrites  he,  "  I  saq)ect  their  movement  is  intended  to  cover  an 
ittempt  on  New  Hampshire,  or  the  Mohawk  Biver,  or  to  cat  off 
^  eommnnication  between  Fort  Edward  and  Fort  Gkorge,  or 
Philips  til  three,  the  more  to  distract  us  and  divide  our  force." 
He  urged  Washington  for  reinforcements  as  soon  as  possible. 
At  the  same  time  he  wrote  to  St  Clair,  ta  keep  scouts  on  the 
cast  side  of  the  lake  near  the  road  leading  from  St  Johns  to 
^ew  Hampshire,  and  on  the  west,  on  the  road  leadiog  to  the 
i>orth  branch  of  the  Hudson.  This  done,  he  hastened  to  Albany 
^  forward  reinforcements  and  bring  up  the  militia. 

While  there,  he  received  word  from  St.  Clair,  that  the  ene- 
^fi  fleet  and  army  were  arrived  at  Crown  Point,  and  had  sent 
off  detachments,  one  up  Otter  Creek  to  cut  off  the  commuuicatiou 
^J  Skenesborough ;  and  another  on  the  west  side  of  the  lake  to 
^t  off  Fort  George.  It  was  evident  a  real  attack  on  Ticondero- 
^  was  intended.  Claims  for  assistance  came  hurrying  on  from 
other  quarters.  A  large  force  (St.  Leger's)  was  said  to  be  ar- 
^^ed  at  Oswego,  and  Sir  John  Johnson  with  his  myrmidons  on 
tia  way  to  attack  Fort  Schuyler,  the  garrison  of  which  was 
ve^k  and  poorly  supplied  with  cannon. 

Schuyler  bestirs  himself  with  his  usual  zeal  amid  the  thick- 
*ttn)g  alarms.  He  writes  urgent  letters  to  the  committee  of 
"*fety  of  New  York,  to  General  Putnam  at  Peckskill,  to  the 
Governor  of  Connecticut,  to  the  President  of  Massachusetts,  to 
^  committee  of  Berkshire,  and  lastly  to  Washington,  stating 
^be  impending  dangers  and  imploring  reinforcements.     He  ex- 
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horu  General  Herkimer  to  keep  the  nilitis  of  Vrywm  Oacty 
rcadinnu  tu  pmtect  the  weatera  frontier  aad  to  dteek  ifaa  imn 
lit  Sir  Juhu  Jobnsoo,  bdiI  he  aaeurea  St.  CUir  that  ha  viU  ■> 
to  kia  aid  with  the  militia  of  New  York,  •■  bdob  aa  ha  caa  cat 
Ii«t  tliMn. 

Dangers  accumalale  at  Ticonderoga  aeoofding  to 
Ki.  C'.air  (JStfa).  ScTcn  of  the  enemjr'a  feateta  an  Ijing  M 
Cniwi)  Point ;  iho  rent  of  t'.icir  fleet  ia  probahly  bnt  a  little 
diiwii.  Morning  guns  arc  heard  diatiudly  at  rarioos  f 
Soaie  truo|H  bnvc  dukarkcd  and  encamped  at  Chinm^  PaiaL 
Tlicrc  U  no  proNpcct,  he  mts,  of  being  able  to  defcnd 
gn  unless  militia  come  in,  and  he  has  thonght  of  ealltng  n  ibea 
fr'im  UcrkHkirc.  "  Sliould  the  cncni j  invest  and  blockade  m^' 
writes  lie,  "wc  arc  iiifiilliMy  ruined;  we  ahall  be  obliged  ti 
fchaiidon  thii  aide  (of  the  khi'),  niid  ihvn  thej  will  aooa  fb 
other  from  us,  nor  do  1  twe  that  a  retrent  will  in  anj  ah 
practicable.  Every  thing,  howercr,  shall  be  doiM  that  is 
cable  to  frustrate  the  encoij'i  designs  ;  but  what  can  be  axpeel- 
ed  from  troopa  ill  armed,  naked,  and  unaccoutred  ? 

Scbajler'a  aide-de-camp,  Major  Li*tugiAoa,*  who  had  hiM 
detained  at  Tieondcroga  h;  indisposition,  writes  to  hin  (Jam 
80Ui)  in  a  different  vein,  and  (ircacnta  a  young  mao'a  viaw  rf 
afiaira. 

"  The  enemy,  aft«r  givin;;  uh  eeveral  alanna,  niada  their  i^ 
pearance  early  this  morning  olF  Thrae  Mile  Point,  in 
gnnboata,  and  about  nine  landed  a  party  of  two  or  three 
Indiana  and  Canadians.  These  soon  fell  in  with  a  acotit  fram  a^ 
bat  being  mperior  in  number,  obliged  them  to  retreat,  thoa^ 
•  Baiii7  BrockbolM  Linngrioo :  ia  after  jtan  jodga  c/ the  Si^tmaOirt 
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nritliODt  aii^r  loM  OD  our  aide.     The  Indians  then  marched  to  the 
rout  of  the  FreooU  lineo,  drove  id  a  picket  guard,  and  citme  eo 
r  05  to  wound  tvo  nicn  wlio  were  standiiijr  bcLiiid  the  work& 
'c  stopped  the  comiuuDicatioa  betweeii  this  and   Lake 
Borge. 
"  We  hare  a  fair  view  of  their  boata,  but   cannot  see  that 
ptfaey  have  brought  many  regulars  with  tliera.     At  least  the  num- 
ber of  red  coats  in  them  is  very  enuilL     The  triad  Laving  been 
a'.rarj  for  several  days,  has  prevented  their  fleet  from  cuiiiing 
op.     The  first  fair  breese  I  ehall  expect  to  see  them.     Wanj  bets 
3  depending  th&t  wa  shoU  bo  attacked  in  the  cwursc  of  this 
^eek.     Our  troops  are  detcriniDed,  and   in  great  epirite.     They 
0  bo  permitted  to  drive  the  savages  from  Three  Mile  Point, 
liuorai  St.  Clair  chooses  to  act  on  the  sure  side,  and  risk 
^Dthing.     The  few  alarms  no  liavc  had  have  been  of  great  ser- 
u  mating  the  men  alert  and  vigilant;  but  I  am  afraid  the 
Btemj  will  repeat  tbem  so  frequcnlly  as  to  throw  them  into  their 
r  ibdolence  and  inattention.     General  St   Clair  haa  taken 
e  precaution  to  more  ntost  of  tbe  stores  to  the  mount  [Inde- 
ndence].     This  moment  two  ships  and  as  man j  sloops  have 
e  io  sight.     The  spirits  of  the  men  seem  to  increase  in  pro- 
MtioD  to  the  number  of  the  enemy. 

"  I  cannot  but  esteem  myself  fortunaie  that  indj^positioa 
ivcnted  my  returning  with  you,  as  it  has  given  mc  an  opportu- 
lity  of  being  prceent  at  a  battle,  in  which  1  promise  myself  the 
pleasure  of  acelng  our  army  fiuahcd  wilh  victory."  * 

The  enemy  came  adviuiciag  up  the  lake  oq  the  30lh,  their 
main  body  under  Burgoyue  ou  the  west  ^ide,  the  German  reserve 
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nnder  Baron  Ricdo!«cl  on  the  east ;  communication  bcin/;  niaiu- 
tained  by  frigatcd  and  gnnlNiatSf  wliicli,  in  a  manner,  kept  pace 
between  them.  It  was  a  mn<riiinceut  array  of  warlike  moan5: 
and  the  sound  of  drum  and  trumpet  :ih»n^  the  shores,  and  now 
and  then  the  thundering  of  a  cannon  fmin  the  ship-^,  wcro  singn- 
larlv  in  contrast  with  the  u.<ual  silence  of  a  rc;;Ion  little  better 
than  a  wlMcrncss. 

On  t!ic  1st  of  July,  Burffoyne  rncniiipod  fnir  miles  nnrth  of 
Ticondero^,  and  l)<^;ran  to  intrcK  Ii.  tv\*\  to  throw  a  boom  acroas 
the  lake.  JIU  advancini  guard  un«ler  fienoral  Fraser  took  post 
at  Three  Mile  Point,  and  the  ships  anchored  just  out  of  gunshot 
of  the  fort. 

Here  he  issued  a  proclamation  still  more  magniloquent  than 
lii^  spci>ch  to  the  Indians,  denouTicing  woe  to  all  who  should  per- 
sist in  rebellion,  and  laying  particular  stress  upon  his  means,  with 
the  aid  of  the  Indians,  to  overtake  the  hardiest  enemies  of  Oreal 
Britain  and  America  wherever  they  miirht  lurk. 

General  St.  Clair  was  a  gallant  Scotchman,  who  had  seen 
service  in  the  old  French  war  as  well  as  in  this  and  beheld  the 
force  arrayed  against  him  without  dismay.  It  is  true  his  garri- 
Bon  was  not  so  numerous  as  it  had  been  repn»sented  to  Washing- 
ton, not  exceeding  three  thousand  five  hundred  men,  of  whom 
nine  hundred  were  militia.  They  were  badly  e<|uippcd  also,  and 
few  had  bayonets;  yet,  as  Major  Livingston  rt»ported,  they  were 
in  good  heart.  St.  Clair  confided,  however,  in  the  strength  of 
his  position  and  the  works  which  had  been  constructed  in  connee- 
tion  with  it,  and  trusted  he  should  be  able  to  resist  any  attempt 
to  take  it  by  storm. 

Schuyler  at  this  time  was  at  Albany,  sending  np  reinforee- 
fflents  of  Continental  troops  and  militia,  and  awaiting  the  arrival 
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f  further  reinforcemeote,  for  vliich  sloops  bad  been 
»  Pt-ckskilL 

He  was  encIeavonDg  also  to  provide  for  the  aecurity  of  tba 

depurtuieiit  in  ntlicr  t|uarlcrs.     The  savages  had  been  scalping 

in  tbc  uetgliborhood  of  Fort  Scliuyler ;  u  set  of  renegade  Indiuna 

were  burossing  the  scttlementB  od  tbe  Su^^qiiebaiina ;   and  tbe 

tlir^uieniDgs  of  Brunt,  tbc  fiiiuuuB  Indian  chief,  and  tbo  prospect 

*  B  Britlsb   inroad  by  the  way  of  Oswego,  had  spread  terror 

trougb  Tryon  County,  tbo  iubabitants  of  which  ciillcd  upon  him 

■r  BupporL 

"  The  enemy  are  httrBssing  us  in  every  quarter  of  this  dopiirt- 
eiit,"  vrites  he.  "I  am  however,  happily,  thank  God,  in  full 
Mllb  and  spirits  to  enable  me  to  extend  my  attention  to  those 
irieus  quarters,  and  hope  we  shall  all  do  well."  * 

The  enemy's  maumuvre  of  intrenching  thcinselves  and  throw- 
Iga  boom  across  the  lake,  of  which  St.  Clcur  informed  liira, 
nde  him  doubt  of  their  being  in  great  force,  or  intending  a 
irious  attack.  "  I  shall  have  great  hopes,"  writes  he  to  St. 
lair,  "  if  General  Burgoyne  cootinuea  in  the  vicinity  of  your 
Mt  until  no  got  up,  and  dares  risk:  an  engagement,  we  shall  give 
good  account  of  him."  t 

To  General  Herkimer,  who  commanded  the  militia  in  Tryou 
aunty,  be  writes  in  the  same  encouraging  strain.  "  From 
.telligenee  which  I  have  just  now  received  from  Ticonderoga,  I 
,  not  very  apprehensive  that  any  great  effort  will  be  made 
^nst  the  Mohawk  River.  I  shall,  however,  keep  a  watchful 
to  the  preservation  of  the  western  quurter,  and  have  there- 
!  directed  Colonel  Van  Schaick  to  reiuaiu  in  Tryou  County 
h  th«  [Continental]  troops  under  his  command 
•  LMtv  to  tlw  Hon.  Georg?  Cljinor.  t  Schoylei's  Letter  B 
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nea,  not  abore  fifteea  hundred,  witU  tittle  ammanitinD,  not  abovo 
fire  rounds  (o  a  maa,  bavtug  ncitlicr  balls,  nor  Iiiad  to  make  an;. 
The  country  ia  in  tlie  deepest  cons  tern  ntio  ii ;  no  carriages  to 
rcRiore  the  stores  from  Fort  George,  whicli  I  expect  every 
moment  to  Lear  is  attacked ;  and  what  adds  to  my  distross  iii, 
that  a  report  prevails  that  I  had  giFcn  orders  for  tlic  evacuation 
of  Ticonderoga." 

Washington  was  totally  at  a  loss  to  account  for  St.  Clair's  move- 
ment. To  abandon  a  fortress  which  he  had  roc-outly  pronounced 
w  defensible ;  and  to  abandon  it  apparently  without  firing  a  gun  I 
and  then  the  strange  uncertainty  as  to  hb  subsequent  fortunes, 
and  the  whcreabouU  of  himself  and  the  main  body  of  his  troops! 
"  The  affair,"  writes  Washington,  "  is  so  mj-sterious  that  it  bufflca 
«Ton  conjecture." 

His  first  attention  was  to  snpply  the  wants  of  General  Schuy- 
ler. An  express  was  sent  to  SpriogGeld  for  musket  cartridges, 
gunpowder,  lead,  and  cartridge  papers.  Ten  pieces  of  artillery 
with  harness  and  proper  officers  were  to  bo  forwarded  from  Peck- 
skill,  as  well  as  intrenching  toob.  Of  tents  he  bad  none 
furnish,  neither  could  heavy  cannon  bo  spared  from  the  defencw 
of  the  Highlands. 

Six  hundred  recruits,  on  their  march  &om  Massachusetts  to 
Pei.'kskill,  were  ordered  to  repair  to  the  reinforcement  of  Suhuy- 
lor  ;  this  waa  all  the  force  that  Washington  could  venture  at  tbia 
inomml  to  send  to  his  aid  \  but  th  is  addition  to  his  troops,  sup- 
posing those  under  St.  Clair  should  have  come  in,  and  any 
number  of  militia  have  turned  nut,  would  probably  form  on  army 
«<|ual,  if  not  superior,  to  that  eaid  to  bu  under  Burgoync, 
Beside,  it  was  Washington's  idea  that  the  latter  would  suspend 
bu  opcraliotu  until  General  Hon«  should  make  a  movement  ii 
\  „L.  la. — 5 
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hter.    "I  will  not  eondemnoreTenpassoensiire  npoDsnjoffioer 

■bend,  kit  I  think  it  a  dnty  whidi  General  St  Clair  owes  to 

b  ovn  diaraetery  to  insiflt  npon  an  opportnnltj  of  girmg  his 

RnonB  fi>r  his  sudden  eFscnation  of  a  post,  whidi,  but  a  few 

liji  bdbre,  he,  hj  his  own  letten,  thoogfat  tenable,  at  least  for  a 

lifle.    People  at  a  distance  are  apt  to  form  wrong  eonjcctnres, 

al  if  General  St.  Cbir  has  good  reasons  for  the  step  he  has 

tikni,  I  think  the  sooner  he  justifies  himself  the  better.     I  hare 

witioiied  these  matters,  becaose  he  maj  not  know  that  his  oon- 

te  b  liK^ed  upon  as  Terj  nnacooontable  bj  all  ranks  of  people 

■  tUi  part  of  the  eonntry.     If  he  is  reprehensible,  the  pnblio 

kf9an  nndoabted  right  to  call  for  that  justice  which  is  due  from 

•B  officer,  who  betrays  or  gives  up  his  post  in  an  unwarrantable 

•anwr."* 

Hiring  stated  the  Tsrious  measures  adopted  by  Washington 
&r  the  aid  of  the  Northern  army  at  this  critical  juncture,  we  will 
letTe  him  at  his  encampment  in  the  Clove,  anxiously  watching 
tiie  morements  of  the  fleet  and  the  lower  army,  while  we  turn  to 
he  north,  to  explain  the  mysterious  retreat  of  Oeneral  St.  Clair. 

*  Letter  to  Sdnijkr,  18th  July,  1777. 
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CHAPTER    X. 

pAitnm^Bs  OP  niK  EVAruATiox~iNi>rA!f  scxxm  rr  the  fniiiiri  or 

FOin>— OCTPOSn   ABANimXRH     BT     VT.    VtJiin BrKOnT!fK     KBCTRI 

noi'E — I!«VB<qil  TIIR  PORTItKA« — SKI7.E9I  A!fl>  OnxnRll  RTOAR  HILL— TU 
P0RT4  OVEBU>OERI>  AMD  l.H  IMMINPAT  PKKIL — ItRTKaxIXATIUSff  10  BTAC«* 
ATE — FLAX  OP  RETRfJkT — PART  nP  TIIR  OARRIW>N  HEPAST  POS 
B«>R(»CUII  IX  THE  rurriLlJi — ST.  <'L.VIK  CUOSMES  WITII  THE  REST  TO 
CCDEI*E!CI>E!«rE— A  CONFLAORATIOX  KKVFALA  1119  RETRF^iT — THE 
CAMP  AROCREI>— FILA8ER  PURSUES  8T.  ILAIR — BrROOTNB  WITH  HIS  BQVAD- 
ItOX  MAKEH  AFTF.lt  THE  FLOTILlJl — PART  OP  TlIK  PUUrmTEfl  OVOrrAKSI 
— FLIGHT  OF  THE  RRMAIXDER  TO  FORT  ANNE — HKIRMUH  OP  COUVB 
L050 — RETREAT  TO  PORT  EDWARH — RT.  CLAIR  AT  CASTLBlOlf — ATTACK  «V 
IIU  KEAR^GCARD— FALL  OP  COLONEL  PRANCIS-^DESERTlOlf  OP  COUOmBt 
UAlJt — Srr.  CLAIR  &PJi(-nE5  PORT  EltWARD — QOXlTUUIATIpX  OP  TBB  OOON 
TRY — EXULTATION  OP  THE  BRITISH. 

In  the  accounts  given  in  the  preceding  chapter  of  tho  approtdk 
of  Burgojno  to  Ticonderoga,  it  was  stated  that  he  had  encmmped 
f  )ur  miles  north  of  the  fortress,  and  intrenched  himself  On  tlia 
2d  of  July,  Indian  scouts  made  their  appearance  in  the  Ticinitj 
iif  a  blockhouse  and  some  outworks  about  the  strait  or  channel 
loading  to  Lake  George.  As  General  St.  Clair  did  not  think  the 
garrison  sufficient  to  defend  all  the  outposts,  these  works  with 
some  adjacent  saw-mills  were  set  on  fire  and  abandoned.  The 
extreme  left  of  Ticonderoga  was  weak,  and  might  eaailj  be 
turned ;  a  post  Lad  therefore  been  established  in  the  preoediif 
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yoor,  nearly  half  a  inilo  in  odTance  of  the  old  French  lines,  on  an 
nuiDcDoc  to  I'.iv  north  of  tbem.  General  St.  Cluir,  tbrougb 
singulsr  remissDess,  had  neglected  to  secure  it  Burgoyno  goon 
discovered  this  neglect,  and  hastened  to  detach  Generals  Philtipe 
and  Eraser  irith  a  body  of  iafsntry  and  light  artillery,  to  talce 
[lo.'e-e^ion  of  this  post.  They  did  so  without  opposition.  Ileavy 
puuB  were  mounted  upon  it ;  Prascr's  whole  corps  was  Btationed 
lh<u-e;  the  post  commanded  the  oommnni cation  by  land  and 
wuter  with  Lake  Georgi^,  eo  us  to  cut  off  all  supplies  from  that 
(]nartcr.  Id  fact,  Buch  irere  the  .advantages  expected  from  this 
fost  thus  neglected  by  St.  Clair,  that  the  British  gave  it  the 
aignificaiit  name  of  Mount  Hope. 

The  eoomy  now  proceeded  gradually  to  invest  TicrraJcroga 
A  lino  of  troops  wna  drawn  from  the  wcsleru  part  of  Mount 
Hope  round  to  Three  Mile  Point,  where  General  Fraser  was 
pasted  with  the  advance  guard,  while  General  Riedesel  eDCamped 
with  the  German  reserve  in  a  parallel  line,  on  the  opposite  side 
of  Lake  Cbaniplain,  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Independeocc.  For 
two  days  the  enemy  occupied  themselves  in  making  their  ad- 
vances and  securing  these  positions,  regardless  of  a  cannonade 
kept  up  by  the  American  batteries. 

St.  CInir  began  to  apprehend  that  a  regular  siege  was  intended, 
which  would  be  more  difficult  to  withstand  than  a  direct  assault; 
he  kept  np  a  resolute  aspect,  however,  and  went  about  among  his 
troops,  encouraging  them  with  the  hope  of  a  successful  resistance, 
but  enjoining  iueesBant  vigilance,  and  punctual  attendance  at  the 
alarm  posts  at  morning  and  evening  roll-call. 

With  all  the  pains  and  expense  lavished  by  the  Americans 
.ts  render  these  works  impregnable,  they  had  strangely  ni 

master  key  by  which  they  were  nil  commanded. 
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Sugar  Hill,  a  rugged  height,  the  termination  of  a  monntain  ridgt 
which  separates  Lake  Champlain  from  Lake  Oeorge.  It  Btood 
to  the  south  of  Ticondcroga,  beyond  the  narrow  channel  which 
connected  the  two  lakes,  and  rose  precipitously  from  the  waten 
of  Champlain  to  the  height  of  six  hundred  feet.  It  bad  been 
pronounced  by  the  Americans  too  distant  to  be  dangerona.  Col- 
onel Trumbull,  some  time  an  aide-de-camp  to  Washington,  and 
subsequently  an  adjutant,  had  proved  the  contrary  in  the  preced- 
ing year,  by  throwing  a  shot  from  a  six-pounder  in  the  fort 
nearly  to  the  summit  It  was  then  pronounced  inaccessible  to  aa 
enemy.  This  Trumbull  had  likewise  proved  to  be  an  error,  by 
clambering  with  Arnold  and  Wayne  to  tlio  top,  whence  they  per- 
ceived that  a  practicable  road  for  artillery  might  easily  and 
readily  be  made.  Trumbull  had  insisted  that  this  was  the  tnu 
point  for  the  fort,  commanding  the  neighboring  heights,  the  nar* 
row  part«  of  both  lakes,  and  the  communication  between.  A 
small,  but  strong  fort  here,  with  twenty-five  heavy  guns  and  five 
hundred  men,  would  be  as  efficient  as  one  hundred  guns  and  ten 
thousand  men  on  the  extensive  works  of  Ticonderoga.*  His  sng^ 
gestions  wcr^  disregarded.  Their  wisdom  was  now  to  be  proved. 
P  The  British  Oeneral  Phillips,  on  taking  his  position,  had  re- 
garded the  hill  with  a  practised  eye.  He  caused  it  to  be  reeon- 
noitred  by  a  skilful  engineer.  The  report  was,  that  it  orer- 
looked,  and  had  the  entire  command  of  Fort  Ticonderoga  and 
Fort  Independence ;  being  about  fourteen  hundred  yards  from  the 
former,  and  fifteen  hundred  from  the  latter  ;  that  the  ground  could 
be  levelled  for  cannon,  and  a  road  cut  up  the  defiles  of  the 
mountain  in  four  and  twenty  houra. 

*  Tmmlmll'*  AntolnogrAphy,  p.  32. 
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^B  Measuriis  irerc  instantlj  taken  to  plimt  a  battery  on  thst 
r^igHc.  Wbilo  the  American  garrisons  were  enlirelj  engaged  in 
B  different  direction,  cannonading  Mount  Hope  and  the  British 
lines  without  itinterial  effect,  and  wilbuul  provoking  a  reply  ;  the 
British  truopa  were  busy  tbrougliout  the  day  and  night  cutting  & 
road  through  rooks  and  trees  and  up  ruggi'd  defiles,  Guiia,  am- 
munition, and  etores,  all  were  carried  up  the  bill  in  tbe  night ; 
the  cannon  were  hauled  up  from  tree  to  tree,  and  before  morning 
Ihc  ground  was  leFoUed  for  the  battery  on  which  tbey  were  to  be 
mounted.  To  this  work,  thus  achieved  by  a  coup  de  lunin,  they 
gave  the  name  of  Port  I>eGance. 

On  tbe  fifth  of  July,  to  their  astonishment  and  consternution, 

tbe  gurriran  beheld  a  legion  of  rod-coats  on  tbe  summit  of  tbis 

■Aill,  constracting  works  which  must  soon  lay  the  fortress  at  their 

KBllcd 

^Ihim  1 
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I  and  appalling  emergency,  General  SL  Clair 
'ar.  What  was  to  be  done  ?  Tlie  batteries 
luld  prnbably  be  open  tho  next  day  :  by  that 
time  Ticonderoga  might  be  completely  inrested,  and  the  whole 
garriHon  exposed  to  capture.  They  had  not  force  sufficient  for 
one  balf  tbe  works,  and  General  Schaylcr,  supposed  to  be  at 
Albany,  could  afford  them  no  relief.  Tho  danger  was  imminent; 
delay  might  prove  fatal.  It  was  unanimously  determined  to 
evacuate  both  Ticonderoga  and  Mount  Indcpendenee  that  very 
nigbt.  and  retreat  to  SkcnGsborough  (now  Whitehall),  at  the 
upper  part  of  the  lake,  about  thirty  miles  dbtant,  where  there 
was  a  stockaded  fort.  Tbe  main  body  of  tbe  army,  led  by  Gen- 
eral St.  Clair,  were  to  cross  to  Mount  lodependL'nce  and  push 
f<or  Skeneaborough  by  land,  taking  a  circuitous  route  through  the 
tbe  lake,  by  tbe  way  of  Castletoa 
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The  cannon,  stores  and  provisions,  together  with  the  wovidel 
and  the  women,  were  to  be  embarked  on  board  of  two  himdnl 
bateaux,  and  condncted  to  the  upper  extremity  of  the  lake,  fcf 
Colonel  Long  with  six  hundred  men ;  two  hundred  of  whoa  il 
five  armed  galleys  were  to  form  a  rear-guard. 

It  was  now  three  o^clock  in  the  afternoon ;  yet  all  the  pv^ 
parations  were  to  be  made  for  the  coming  night,  and  that  wilh 
as  little  bustle  and  movement  as  possible ;  for  they  were  ofcr 
looked  by  Fort  Defiance,  and  their  intentions  might  be  mupededl 
Every  thing,  therefore,  was  done  quietly,  but  alertly;  in  thp 
mean  time,  to  amuse  the  enemy,  a  cannonade  was  kept  up  ereij 
half  hour  toward  the  new  battery  on  the  hilL  As  soon  as  tbt 
evening  closed,  and  their  movements  could  not  be  discoveredg 
they  began  in  all  haste  to  load  the  boats.  Such  of  the  caanoa 
as  could  not  be  takea  were  ordered  to  be  spiked.  It  would  ooi 
do  to  knock  off  their  trunnions,  lest  the  noise  should  awaken  sbs* 
picions.  In  the  hurry  several  were  left  uninjured.  The  li^tl 
in  the  garrison  bemg  previously  extinguished,  their  tents  wffi 
struck  and  put  on  board  of  the  boats,  and  the  women  and  thi 
sick  embarked.  Every  thing  was  conducted  with  such  silenoi 
and  address,  that,  although  it  was  a  moonlight  night,  the  flotilli 
departed  undiscovered ;  and  was  soon  under  the  shadows  of 
mountains  and  overhanging  forests. 

The  retreat  by  land  was  not  conducted  with  equal  discretion 
and  mystery.  General  St  Clair  had  crossed  over  the  bridge  to 
the  Vermont  side  of  the  lake  by  three  o^clock  in  the  momin^ 
and  set  forward  with  his  advance  through  the  woods  towaid 
Hubbard  ton;  but,  before  the  rear-guard  under  Colonel  Fran^ 
got  in  motion,  the  house  at  Fort  Independence,  which  had  befl^ 
occupied  by  the  French  Gkneral  de  Fermois,  was  set  on  fire-^ 


■  Moort  IndepeBdcBM,  ud  nretliBg  the  Aowrieu  tnoft 
1  Mnat;  tor  lb*  iwr-gwutl,  diieoDoerted  b]r  tliia  niddon 
ire,  preeaed  forward  for  tbe  woods  in  tlie  utmost  haatc  and 
ion. 

m  dmma  beat  to  arms  in  the  Britteh  t^amp.  Alarm  gnna 
red  from  Moant  Hope ;  General  Fraser  dashed  iutit  Ticoii- 
I  with  his  pickets,  giving  orders  for  his  brigndc  to  arm  in 
■te  and  follow.  Bj  daybreak  he  had  hoisted  the  British 
tt  the  deserted  fortress;  before  snnrise  he  had  pn.tacd  the 
,  and  ma  in  fall  parsoit  of  the  American  rear-guard, 
yne  was  nniaed  from  his  morning  slambers  on  board  of  th« 
:  fioysl  George,  by  the  alarm  guns  from  Port  Hope,  and  ft 
^  from  General  Fraser,  anaonnciog  tbe  doable  retreat  of 
jiericanB  by  land  and  water.  From  tbe  qnarter-dcck  of 
igals  be  soon  had  confirmation  of  the  news.  Tbe  British 
were  fljing  on  Fort  Ttconderoga,  and  Fraser'a  troops  were 
i^  on  the  opposite  shore. 

trgoTDc's  meaanres  were  prompL  Oenerul  Riedesel  vaa 
d  to  follow  and  snpport  Fraser  with  a  part  of  tbe  German 
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ing  towards  Skenesborough.  The  lake  abora  Tioonderoga  W 
comes  80  narrow  that,  in  those  times,  it  was  frequently  edlal 
South  River.  Its  beautiful  waters  wound  among  monntaiiis  eav- 
ercd  with  primeval  forests.  The  bateaux,  deeply  laden,  madi 
their  way  slowly  in  a  lengthened  line;  sometimes  under  the  ahad> 
ows  of  the  mountains,  sometimes  in  the  gleam  of  moooli^t 
The  rt*ar-guard  of  armed  galleys  followed  at  wary  distaiiee.  Ne 
immediate  pursuit,  however,  was  apprehended.  The  flottd^g 
bridge  was  considered  an  effectual  impediment  to  the  enemy^ 
fleet  Gaycty,  therefore,  prevailed  among  the  fugitives.  Tbcj 
exulted  in  the  secrecy  and  dexterity  with  which  they  had  man- 
aged tlicir  retreat,  and  amused  themselves  with  the  idea  of  what 
would  be  the  astonishment  of  the  enemy  at  daybreak.  The  oft* 
ccrs  regaled  merrily  on  the  stores  saved  from  Ticonderoga,  and 
knocking  off  the  necks  of  bottles  of  wine,  drank  a  pleasant  ^^ 
veiUe  to  General  Burgoyne. 

About  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  succeeding  day, 
the  heavily  laden  bateaux  arrived  at  Skciicsborough.  The  disem- 
barkation had  scarcely  commenced  when  the  thundering  of  artil- 
lery was  heard  from  below.  Could  the  enemy  be  at  hand  ?  It 
fwas  even  so.  The  British  gunboats  having  pushed  on  in  advanae 
of  the  frigates,  had  overtaken  and  were  firing  upon  the  galleya 
The  latter  defended  themselves  for  a  while,  but  at  length  two 
struck,  and  three  were  blown  up.  The  fugitives  from  them 
brought  word  that  the  British  ships  not  being  able  to  come  up, 
troops  and  Indians  were  landing  from  them  and  scrambling  up 
the  hills ;  intending  to  get  in  the  rear  of  the  fort  and  cut  off  all 
retreat 

All  now  was  consternation  and  confusion.     The  bateaux,  tha 
storehouses,  the  fort,  the  mill  were  all  set  on  fire,  and  a  general 
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fiiglit  took  place  ton-nrJ  Fort  Addc,  about  twelve  miles  disbmt. 
Butue  luade  tlicir  way  in  boats  up  Wood  Creek,  a  winding  stream. 
Tii«  main  bod;  under  Colonel  Long,  retreated  hy  a  narrow  defile 
cut  through  the  woods ;  harassed  all  night  by  alarms  that  the 
Indians  were  close  in  pursuit.  Both  parties  reached  Fort  Anne 
bj  daybreak.  It  was  a  small  pit'kcted  fort,  near  tUe  junclioD  of 
Wood  Crotk  and  En3t  Creek,  about  siiteen  miles  from  Fort 
Kdward.  Oenerul  S<.hu_vlor  arrived  at  the  latter  plaee  on  the 
following  day.  The  number  of  trDops  with  him  was  incousider- 
■blc,  but,  hearing  of  Colonel  Long's  situation,  he  immediately 
BCut  htm  astn&ll  reinforcement,  with  provisions  and  ammunition, 
•ud  urged  him  to  maintain  his  post  resolutely. 

On  the  same  day  Colonel  Long's  scouts  brought  in  word  that 
there  were  British  red-coats  approaching.  They  were 
regiment  under  Licutcnant'Colonel  Hill,  detached  from  Skenes- 
borough  fay  Burgoyne  in  pursuit  of  the  fugitives.  Long  sallied 
forth  to  meet  ibcm ;  posting  himself  at  a  rocky  defile,  where  there 
was  a  narrow  pathway  along  the  faorder  of  Wood  Creek,  A 
enemy  advanced  he  opaued  a  heavy  fire  upon  them  in  front, 
»  part  of  his  troops  crossing  and  recrossiog  the  creek,  and  availing 
themfielves  of  their  knowledge  of  the  ground,  kept  up  a  shifting 
Bttaek  from  the  woods  in  flank  and  rear.  Apprehensive  of  being 
Burruunded,  the  British  look  post  upon  a  high  bill  to  their  right, 
where  they  were  warmly  besieged  for  nearly  two  hoars,  and, 
according  to  their  own  account,  would  certainly  have  been  forced, 
had  not  some  of  their  Indian  allies  arrived  and  set  up  the  much- 
dreaded  war-whoop.  It  was  answered  with  three  cheers  by  the 
British  upon  the  hill.  This  chuoged  the  fortune  of  the  day. 
Americana  had  nearly  eipL'niied  thvir  ammunition,  and  had 

enough  left  to  cope  with  this  new  enemy.     They  retreated, 
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tlKToforo,  Xn  Flirt  Anne,  carrving  vith  them  a  number  of  piuoniR^ 
ftiuong  whom  were  a  captain  and  surgeon.  Suppoaing  the  tooopi 
under  Colonel  Hill  an  adranee  guard  of  Bnrgoyne*8  nrmj,  thqf 
net  fire  to  the  fort  and  pushed  on  to  fort  Edward;  where  thej 
gave  the  alarm  that  the  main  force  of  the  enemy  was  done  after 
them,  and  that  no  one  knew  what  had  beoome  of  G«neml  Si 
riair  and  the  titK^p8  who  had  rt'treaud  with  him.  We  ihaU  nov 
elear  up  the  mrfttery  of  hi^  movemoniA. 

His  retreat  thn>ugh  the  wood$  frMn  Mount  Independean 
et)iitinu«Hl  the  first  day  until  night,  when  he  arrived  at  Castletoi^ 
thirty  mih^  frxHn  Tu\taJon>ga.  His  ivar-giiard  halted  about  iis 
milcjt  >hor;.  at  Hubbard  ton.  to  await  the  arrival  of  stragglers  It 
wax  *>Msnsv4fc\i  of  tbnw  r\*;:::iio:^.:sk  und-.r  Colonels  Seth  Warner, 
Fraitcis  and  Hale:  iu  all  aVv^^i  ihirioen  hundned  men. 

Kar!v  the  next  nK>7u:v^.  a  $>u'.:rv  ci.'rLinf  of  Julv,  while  th^ 
^rrr  taking  tho'.r  brva'kiAs:.  iL<j  ^tn  >ianlrd  by  the  report 
txt  r.T\^  anu«.  Their  f^i/.r.^^  Lai  io^:ucr.-i  their  masketai  anl 
«auic  ruimi:^^  iu  «:i:i  v^rd  t^:  il-e  e:.<=:T  wt»e  at  Land. 

Is  «a»  iiv:vral  Fra><r  v.:r.  r.>  Ai«azv>e  o-feig^t  hnndred  anl 
tll'^x  u>c».  «b«t  had  f\rx*vM>t  :.-r«ari  :~  ;bc  la«:er  i«rt  of  tbe  Bi^% 
ai^a  tK^«  «t:.^%'k>^i  :^o  Auz.r  .-ai>  w.;^  £rk';a:  »Cvr.t.  coftwitbataa^ 
iv^   th«^r  >;:{vrNV'.t\   :v.  ::.i;L.':<r^ .  :a   fi^^  be  exp<caed  to  hi 

;^r\vx^tl\  rei:xfv\\Ni  b\  K.ixix*.  xzi  z,.>  u-.t 

«        •    •  • 

ca)^  wrt  the  Hni:>k  «  *.V.  c'^.-a:  sr.r.:     *:^;  a:  :be  T>erT 
«M«4  w^lhe  acu.^a.C.\!.^j(l  Ual,-.  w.;i  a  i:t>:c»f&i  f^Mcd 
W  tiwaiifciid  1^  pi\ir«v!  the  rt^.*  ^i  f  v-^y   jtskr^^  ^^xmr  m1 
Rwwes  v:ih  Kit  www  kar^Tvi  s.-i  v  rear  ue  hrvaa  ef  th 

ywsed  iiv«s*'.v,>  >:■:  :•£  .'.^  a2»e 


im.]  XKTBXAT  or  ST.  CLAHL  109 


! 


i 


.f 


} 


jnmng  into  the  aetion  with  his  German  troops ;  dmmB 
ad  eolors  flying.  There  was  now  an  impetuous  charge  with  the 
kyonet  Colonel  Francis  was  among  the  first  who  fell,  gallantly 
%|itiiig  at  the  head  of  his  men.  The  Americans,  thinking  tho 
ilole  German  force  upon  them,  gave  way  and  fled,  leaying  the' 
poond  coTered  with  their  dead  and  wounded.  Many  others  who 
kid  been  wounded  perished  in  the  woods,  where  they  had  taken 
icfoge.  Their  whole  loss  in  killed,  wounded  and  taken,  was  up- 
I  nrdfl  of  three  hundred ;  that  of  the  enemy  one  hundred  and 
i^ty-three.  Several  officers  were  lost  on  both  side&  Among 
iko&t  wounded  of  the  British  was  Major  Ackland  of  the  grena- 
fien,  of  whose  further  fortunes  in  the  war  we  shall  have  to  speak 
kretfter. 

The  Doise  of  the  firing  when  the  action  commenced  had 
Rached  General  St  Clair  at  Castleton.  He  immediately  sent 
orders  to  two  militia  regiments  which  were  in  his  rear,  and  within 
two  miles  of  the  battle  ground,  to  hasten  to  the  assistance  of  his 
f^gaard.  They  refused  to  obey,  and  hurried  forward  to  Castle- 
^D.  At  this  juncture  St.  Clair  received  information  of  Bur- 
gojDe's  arrival  at  Skencsborough,  and  the  destruction  of  the 
Ainerican  works  there  :  fearing  to  be  intercepted  at  Fort  Auue, 
^  immediately  changed  his  route,  struck  into  the  woods  on  his 
left,  and  directed  his  march  to  llutland,  leaving  word  for  Warner 
^  Mow  him.  The  latter  overtook  him  two  days  afterwards, 
with  hifl  shattered  force  reduced  to  ninety  men.  As  to  Colonel 
Bale,  who  had  pressed  towards  Castleton  at  the  beginning  of  the 
^tion,  he  and  his  men  were  overtaken  the  same  day  by  the  en- 
^J,  and  the  whole  party  captured,  without  making  any  fight.  It 
^  b^D  alleged  in  his  excuse,  with  apparent  justice,  that  he  and  a 
^ge  portion  of  his  men  were  in  feeble  health,  and  unfit  for 
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action ;  for  his  own  part,  ho  died  while  yet  a  priaoner,  and  nenr 
hud  the  opportunity  which  ho  sought,  to  vindicate  himaelf  befiBii 
a  court- niartiaL 

Ou  the  12th  St  Clair  reached  Fort  Edward,  hia  troops  Inf-  { 
gard  and  exhausted  hy  their  long  retreat  through  the  wooda 
8uch  is  the  story  of  the  catastrophe  at  Fort  Ticonderoga,  wfaick 
caused  so  much  surprise  and  concern  to  Washington,  and  of  thi 
seven  days'  mysterious  disappearance  of  St.  Clair,  which  kept 
every  one  in  the  most  painful  sunpcnse. 

The  lo8s  of  artillery,  ammunition,  provisions  and  stores,  ii 
cuu804|Uonce  of  the  evacuation  of  these  northern  posts,  was  pnh 
digious ;  but  the  worst  effect  was  the  consternation  apreai 
tlirou^rhout  the  country.  A  panic  prevailed  at  Albany,  thi 
poo]ilo  running  about  as  if  distracted,  sending  off  their  goods  and 
furniture.*  The  great  barriers  of  the  North,  it  was  said,  wen 
broken  thmugh,  and  there  was  nothing  to  check  the  triumphant 
earwr  of  the  enemy. 

The  invading  army,  both  officers  and  men,  according  to  a 
Hritish  writer  of  the  time, "'  were  highly  elated  with  their  fortune, 
uiid  deemed  that  and  their  prowess  to  be  irresistible.  Thej 
rt*j;:irded  their  enemy  with  the  greatest  contempt,  and  considered 
their  own  toils  to  bo  nearly  at  an  end,  and  Albany  already  in 
their  hands.'* 

In  England  too,  according  to  the  same  author,  the  joy  and 
exultation  were  extreme ;  not  only  at  court,  but  with  all  those  who 
ho|H^  or  wished  the  unqualified  subjugation  and  unconditionsl 
submission  of  the  cidonies.  "^  The  loss  in  reputation  was  greater 
to  the  Americans,"  adds  he,  **  and  capable  of  more  fatal  cona^ 


•  3ISl  Letter  of  Kkhanl  Varick  to  Sdmykc 


EFFECTS    OF   THE    ETACCATION. 


Ill 


qiicncoe,  than  that  of  groand,  of  poets,  of  artillery,  or  of  moa 
All  the  contemptuons  and  most  degradlag  charges  wbich  hnil 
been  made  by  their  encniics,  of  their  waotiog  the  resolution  and 
nbililies  of  men,  even  in  defence  of  mhat  was  dear  to  them,  wen 
now  repeated  and  believed."  "  "  "  "  It  was  not  difficult  U 
iliffusu  an  opinion  that  the  war,  in  effect,  was  over,  and  that  an; 
further  reaislance  would  render  the  tflrms  of  their  submisBioa 
worse.  Such,"  he  concludes,  "were  some  of  the  immediate 
effects  of  the  loGa  of  ibosc  grand  keys  of  North  Anicrica,  Ticoo- 
deroga  tuid  the  lakes."  * 
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A   HPiRiTKi)  exploit  to  the  eastward  was  performed  daring  Al 
provalLMKM?  of  advcfFHO  ncwH  from  the  North.     GreDeral  Preaeott 
had  coiiiiiiaiid  of  the  liritinh  forces  in  Rhode  IsUnd.     His  harA 
trcntiiiciit  of  (!oloncl  Kthan  Allen,  and  his  haughty  and  mrrogaii 
coiidtu't  on  various  occa.sions,  had  rendered  him  peculiarly  odiow 
to  th(*  Americans.     Lieu  tenant -colonel  Barton,  who  was  BtatioiiaA 
witii  a  force  of  Rhode  Island  militia  on  the  mainland,  reoeinrf 
word  that  IVcseott  was  quartered  at  a  country  house  near  the 
wt'stern  hhore  of  the   island,  ahout  four  miles  from   Newport^ 
totally  iinconsciimH  of  dang(.T,  though  in  :i  vrry  expo.scd  situation, 
lie  determined,  if  pos^ihle,  to  surprise  and  capture  him.      Forty 
resolute  men  joined  him  in  the  enterprise.     Embarking  at  ni^l 
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two  boats  at  Warwick  Neck,  they  pulled  quietly  acroas  the 
iy  with  muffled  oars,  undiscovered  by  the  ships  of  war  and 
Bard-boata ;  landed  in  silence ;  eluded  the  vigilance  of  the  guard 
ationed  near  the* house;  captured  the  sentry  at  the  door,  and 
arpriied  the  general  in  his  bed.  His  aide-de-camp  leaped  from^ 
he  window,  but  was  likewise  taken.  Colonel  Barton  returned 
vith  equal  silence  and  address,  and  arrived  safe  at  Warwick  with 
bk  prisoners.  A  sword  was  voted  to  him  by  Congress,  and  he 
leeeired  a  colonel's  commission  in  the  regular  army. 

Washington  hailed  the  capture  of  Prescott  as  a  peculiarly 
fcrtnate  cireunstanee,  ftunishing  him  with  an  equivalent  for 
Gcoeni  Le&  Ht  aoooidim^  wrote  to  Sir  William  Howe,  pro- 
poong  the  exdiange.  **  This  proposition,''  writes  he,  '^  boiDg  agree- 
able to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  agreement  subsisting  between 
^  will,  I  hope,  have  your  approbation.  I  am  the  more  induced 
to  expect  it,  as  it  will  not  only  remove  one  ground  of  contro- 
versy between  us,  but  in  its  consequences  effect  the  exchanges  of 
Lieatenint- colonel  Campbell  and  the  Hessian  officers,  for  a  like 
number  of  ours  of  equal  rank  in  your  possession.'' 

No  immediate  reply  was  received  to  this  letter.  Sir  William 
Howe  being  at  sea ;  in  the  mean  time  Prescott  remained  in  dur* 
»nce.  "  I  would  have  him  genteelly  accommodated,  but  stroogly 
gnarded,"  writes  Washington,  "  I  would  not  admit  him  to  pa- 
role, as  General  Howe  has  not  thought  proper  to  grant  General 
I^  that  indulgence."  • 

Washington  contiuued  his  auxious  exertions  to  counteract 
tbe  operations  of-  the  enemy ;  forwarding  artillery  and  ammu- 
oition  to  Schuyler,  with  all  the  camp  furniture  that  could  be 

*  Letter  to  Goremor  TrnmbuIL    Correspondence  of  the  Reyolution,  vol  L 


114  UFB  OF  WABHINOTOir.  pfR  ! 

Spared  from  his  own  encampment  and  from  PeolnikilL  A  fMl 
of  Nizon*8  brigade  was  all  the  reinforcement  he  ocyald  a§M  m 
his  prciient  situation.  ^*  To  weaken  this  army  more  thma  ii|i» 
dcMit,'^  writes  he,  "would  perhaps  bring  dostmction  upon  ii|  nil 
luuk  upon  the  keeping  it  upon  a  respectable  footing  as  Ae  alf 
picans  of  preventing  a  junction  of  IIowc^s  and  Burgojne^s 
which,  if  eiTcctcd,  may  have  tlie  most  fatal  con^uenoeib" 

Schuyler  had  came:4tlv  desired  the  a.*<!»i8tanco  of  mn 

■ 

officer  well  acfjuainted  with  the  country.     Washington  sent  ha  I 
Aniold.     "  I  need  not/'  writes  he,  ''cularge  upon  his  well-knon  I 
activity,  conduct  and  bravery.     The  proofs  ho  has  giren  of  al  I 
these  have  gained  him  the  confidence  of  the  pnUio  and  of  Ai 
army,  the  Eastern  troops  in  particular."  { 

The  question  of  rank,  about  which  Arnold  was  so  tcnaeiosi^ 
was  yet  unsettled,  and  though,  had  his  promotion  been  regalii; 
he  would  have  been  su{>eriur  in  command  ti)  General  St.  ClaiTi 
he  assured  Washington  that,  on  the  present  occasion,  his  elabl 
should  create  no  dispute. 

Schuyler,  in  the  mean  time,  aided  by  Kosciussko  the  Poh^ 
who  was  engineer  in  his  department,  had  selected  two  positions  fls 
Moses  Creek,  four  miles  below  Fort  Edward ;  where  the  troo|i 
which  had  retreated  from  Ticonderoga,  and  part  of  the  mililiii 
were  throwing  up  works. 

To  impede  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  he  had  caused  trees  ti 
be  felled  into  Wood  Creek,  so  as  to  render  it  unnavigable,  and  the 
roads  between  Fort  Edward  and  Fort  Anne  to  be  broken  up ;  the 
cattle  in  that  direction  to  be  brought  away,  and  the  forage  da* 
stroyed.  He  had  drawn  off  the  garrison  from  Fort  Oeorge,  whs 
left  the  buildings  in  flames.  *^  Strengthened  by  that  garrison, 
who  are  in  good  health,"  writes  he,  ^'  and  if  the  militia^  who  an 
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lii're,  or  un  equal  number,  can  be  prevailed  on  to  8tay,  and  tbe 
eoeiuy  givu  mc  a  few  days  more,  which  I  think  they  will  bo 
obliged  lo  do,  1  i-Iiall  not  be  apprehensive  that  they  will  be  able 
to  force  the  posti  I  am  about  lo  oecupj.'' 

Wasliingtou  cheered  on  his  faithful  coadjutor.  His  reply  to 
Subuylcr  (July  '2'2d)  was  full  of  that  conGdent  hope,  fnuaded  on 
Mgacious  forecast,  vith  whieh  he  was  prone  to  tLuiiimte  his  gen- 
erals iu  times  of  duubl  and  difficiilly.  ''  Though  our  affairs  for 
fiino  days  past  have  worn  a  dark  aud  gliiomj  a.^pcct,  I  yet  luolc 
forward  lo  a  fortuualc  and  happy  uhange,  I  trust  General  Bur- 
goyno's  ariuy  will  meet  sooner  or  later  an  effeetual  cheek,  and,  as 
I  suggested  before,  that  the  aucceaa  he  has  had  will  precipitate 
bis  niio.  From  your  accounts,  ho  appears  to  be  pursuing  that 
line  oi*  conduct,  which,  of  all  others,  is  most  favorable  to  us ;  I 
mean  acting  in  detachment.  This  conduct  will  certainly  give 
room  for  enterprise  on  our  part,  anil  'expose  his  parties  to  great 
baiard.  Could  we  be  bo  happy  as  to  cut  one  of  them  off,  mip- 
posiug  it  should  not  exceed  four,  five,  or  eii  hundred  men,  tt 
woald  inspirit  the  people,  and  do  away  much  of  their  present 
anxiety.  In  such  an  event  they  vould  lose  sight  of  past  mis' 
fortunes,  and,  urged  at  the  ssiiie  time  by  a  regard  to  their  own 
security,  they  would  fly  to  arms  and  afford  every  aid  in  their 

While  he  tbu^  suggested  bold  enterprises,  he  cautioned  Schuy- 
ler not  to  repoae  too  much  confidence  in  the  works  he  was  project- 
ing, so  as  to  collect  in  them  a  large  quantity  of  Etores.  "  I 
b(!giu  lo  consider  lines  as  a  kind  of  trap  ; "  writes  he,  "  and  not 
to  answer  the  valuable  purposes  expected  from  them,  unless  they 
arc  in  passes  which  cannot  be  avoided  by  the  enemy." 

In  cLTCulara  addres^d  tu  the  brigadier-generals  of  mililja  iu 
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the  wostcrn  parU  of  MansachiuetU  and  Conaeotiesl^  ht 
them  that  tho  cracuatioQ  of  Ticonderoga  had  opmad  m  doar  If 
which  the  enemy,  UDloaa  Tigoroiuly  (^>poaed,  might  peaetnle  Aa 
northeni  part  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  the  wmtank  yuti 
•f  New  Hampshire  and  Masaachosetts,  and,  fimniiig  m  jandioi 
with  General  Howe,  cut  off  tho  eommunieation  betwwo  tta 
Eastern  and  Northern  Statca.  "  It  cannot  he  supposed,^*  addthab 
'*  that  the  unall  number  of  Continental  troops  aflsemUod  al  Fort 
Edward,  is  alone  Bufficiciit  to  check  the  progress  of  the  eneaj. 
To  the  militia,  therefore,  must  we  look  for  suppori  in  this  tBM 
of  trial ;  and  I  trust  that  jou  will  immediately  upon  reoeipl  of 
this,  if  you  have  not  done  it  already,  mardi  with  at  leeat  tM 
third  of  the  militia  under  your  oommand,  and  rendeiToas  il 
Saratoga,  unless  directed  to  some  other  place  by  Qeneral  Schuykr 
or  General  Arnold." 

Washington  now  ordered  tliat  all  the  vessels  and  river  erafti 
not  required  at  Albany,  sliould  be  sent  down  to  New  Windsor 
and  Fishkill,  and  kept  in  readiness ;  for  he  knew  not  how  soon 
tlie  moTcments  of  General  Howe  miglit  render  it  suddenly 
necessary  to  transport  part  of  his  forct^s  up  tlic  Hudson. 

Farther  letters  from  Schuyler  urged  tlic  incn^asing  cxigeneiei 
of  his  situation.  It  was  harvest  time.  The  militia,  impatient  al 
being  detained  from  their  rural  labors,  wore  leaving  him  in  great 
numbers.  In  a  council  of  general  uihcers,  it  had  been  thought 
advisable  to  give  leave  of  absence  to  half,  U^st  the  whole  should 
depart.  He  feared  those  who  remained  would  do  so  but  a  few 
day&  The  enemy  were  steadily  employed  cutting  a  road  towaid 
him  from  Skenesborough.  From  tho  number  of  horse  they  were 
reported  to  have,  and  to  expect,  they  mi^ht  intend  to  bring  their 
provisiona  on  horseback.     If  so,  they  would  be  able  to  more  with 


m.] 


PLANB   TO   HARASS   BURGOTNE. 


117 


cxppililion.     In  tfais  position  of  affaire,  he  urged  to  be  reinforced 
II^M  spwiiJily  B8  possible. 

^^m     Wsshiugton,  in  rcplj,  taformed  him  that  ho  bad  ordered  a 

^Hhrtber  reiuforcemcnt  of  General  Glover's  brigade,  nhieh  iras  ill 

^■llc  could  possibly  furnish  in  his  own  eilgenciea.     He    trusted 

ajFaira  with  Bclmjler  would  soon  wi'ar  a  more  smiling  aspect,  that 

the  Eastern  Stfttes,  who  wore  so  deeply  concerned  in  the  matter, 

would  exert  themselves,  by  effectual  suceora,  to  enable  him  to 

nheok  the  progress  of  the  enemy,  and  repel  a  danger  by  which 

they  were  immediately  threatened.     From  the  information  he  had 

received,  he  supposed  the  force  of  the  enemy  to  be  little  more 

than  6tc  thousand,     "They  seem,"  said  he,  "  to  be  unprovided 

l^^with  waggons  to  trdnsport  the  immense  quantity  of  baggage  and 

^■^rlilte  apparatus,  without  which  they  cannot  pretend  to  penc- 

^Hknte  the  country.     You  mention  their  having  a  great  number  of 

I^lorwjs,  but  they  must  nevertheless  require  a  considerable  number 

of  waggons,  as  there  are  many  things  which  cannot  be  transported 

on  horses.     Tbey  can  never  think  of  advancing  without  securing 

their  rear,  and  the  force  with  whicEi  they  can  net  ngTlin&t  you,  will 

be  greatly  reduced  by  detachments  necessary  for  that  purpose; 

ind  as  they  have  to  cut  out  their  passage,  and  to  remove  the 

^pediments  you  have  thrown  in  their  way,  before  they  can  pro- 

sd,  thi»  circumstance,  with  the  encambranee  they  must  feel  in 

ketr  bagga^,  stores,  &c.,  will  inevitably  retard  their  march,  and 

1  leisure  and  opportunity  to  prepare  n  good  reception  for 

*     *     •     •     I  have  directed  General  Lincoln  to  repair 

Byoufts  speedily  03  the  state  of  his  health,  whieh  is  not  very 

*ill  permit ;  this  gentleman  has  always  supported  the 

iroctcr  of  a  judicious,  brave,  active  officer,  and  ho  \s  exceed- 

igly  popular  in  the  State  of  Mossuchusetts,  to  which  he  belongs  ; 
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he  will  have  a  de^pree  of  inflaonco  over  the  militia 
fail  of  being  hif^hly  advautagcouH.  I  have  intended  him  ueii 
particulariv  for  the  command  of  the  militia,  and  I  promiae  mjadt 
it  will  have  a  powerful  tendency  to  make  them  tnm  oat  wilk 
more  cheerfulness,  and  to  inspire  them  with  peraeTermnee  tB 
remain  in  the  field,  and  with  fortitude  and  spirit  to  do  their  datj 
while  in  it.'*  • 

Woshiujiton  highly  approved  of  a  measure  anggcated  bj 
Schuyler,  of  stationing  a  body  of  troops  somewhere  aboat  thi 
Uampshire  Grants  (Vermont),  so  as  to  be  in  the  rear  or  on  the 
flank  of  Burgoyne,  should  he  advance.  It  would  make  the  latteTi 
he  said,  very  circumspect  in  his  advances,  if  it  did  not  entirrij 
prevent  ihcm.  It  would  keep  him  in  continual  anxiety  for  hii 
roar,  and  oblige  him  to  leave  the  posts  behind  him  much  stronger 
than  he  would  otherwise  do.  He  advised  that  General  Lincola 
should  have  the  command  of  the  corps  tbu;>  posted,  "  as  no  pertoa 
could  be  more  proper  for  it."* 

He  recommended,  moreover,  that  in  case  the  enemy  should 
make  any  formidable  movement  in  the  neighborhood  of  Fort 
8chuyler  (Stanwix),  on  the  Mohawk  River,  General  Arnold,  or 
some  other  sensible,  spirited  officer,  should  be  sent  to  take  charge 
of  that  post,  keep  up  the  spirits  of  the  inhabitants,  and  cultivate 
and  improve  the  favorable  disposition  of  tlic  Indians. 

The  reader  will  find  in  the  sequel  what  a  propitious  effect  all 
these  measures  had  upon  the  fortunes  of  the  Northern  campaign, 
and  with  what  admirable  foresight  Washington  calculated  all  its 
chances.  Due  credit  must  also  be  given  to  the  sagacious  eounseb 
and  executive  energy  of  Schuyler ;  who  suggested  some  of  the 

^  Sckqjkr'a  Letter  Book. 
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Mt  mores  in  tlie  cunpaign,  and  carried  them  Tigoroml;  into 
Nerer  vaa  WaahiogtoD  more  ablj  and  loyally  seconded 
f  any  of  bis  generals. 

But  DOW  the  attention  of  the  commaDdcr- in -chief  is  called  to 
■  seaboard.  Od  the  23d  of  July,  the  fleet,  so  long  the  object 
of  watchfal  Bolieitude,  actually  put  to  sea.  The  force  embarked, 
■ccording  to  Bubseqncnt  accounts,  consisted  of  thirty-Gii  British 
Bod  Hessian  battalions,  including  the  light  infantry  and  grena- 
Spiers,  with  a  powerful  artillery ;  a  New  York  corps  of  provincials, 
^b  royalists,  called  the  Queen's  Rangers,  and  a  regiment  of  Ugiit- 
Hborsc ;  between  fifteen  and  ciglilcen  thousand  mcu  in  all.  Tba 
^■trcc  tefl  with  Genera]  Sir  Henry  Clinton  for  the  protection  of 
HRcw  York,  consisted  of  scrcntccu  battalions,  a  regiment  of  ligbt- 
Hborse,  and  tfao  remainder  of  the  provincial  corps.  * 
^ft  The  destination  of  the  Sect  was  still  a  matter  of  coujcclurc. 
^■okI  after  U  had  sailed,  a  young  man  presented  himself  at  one  of 
^Bcncrat  Putnam's  outposts,  tie  had  been  a  priMiner  in  New 
^■nrk,  be  said,  but  had  received  hi»  liberty  and  a  large  reward  on 
^bderlaking  to  be  the  bearer  of  a  letter  from  General  Howe  to 
^Bnrgoync.  This  letter  his  feelings  of  palriotiam  prompted  him 
^H  deliver  up  to  General  Putnam.  The  letter  was  immediately 
^hransmtttcd  by  the  general  to  Washington.  It  was  in  the  hand- 
^kriting  of  llnwc,  and  bore  his  signature.  In  it  be  informed  Bur- 
^Bbyne,  that,  instead  of  any  designs  up  the  Hudson,  he  was  bound 
^b  the  east  against  Boston.  "  If,"  said  he,  "  according  to  my 
^fcpectatioos,  we  may  succeed  in  getting  po^ession  of  it,  I  shall, 
Htrithout  loss  of  time,  proceed  to  co-operate  with  you  iu  the  defeat 
Hflf  tlie  rebel  army  opposed  to  you.     CUnton  ia  sufficiently  strong 
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to  amuse  Wuhington  tnd  Patnam.     I  am  now  naki^g 
tioi)8  to  the  southward,  which  I  thiuk  will  have  tha  f«U 
carrying  our  plan  iuto  execution." 

Washington  at  once  pronounced  the  letter  a  ffrint.  *Ne 
stronger  proof  could  be  given,"  said  he,  "  that  Howe  ia  not  going 
to  the  eastward.  The  letter  was  evidently  intended  to  &U  info 
our  hands.  If  there  were  not  too  great  a  risk  of  the  dieperakm  of 
their  fleet,  I  should  think  their  putting  to  sea  a  mere  manoeiiTra 
to  deceive,  and  the  North  River  still  their  object  I  am  per- 
suaded, more  than  ever,  that  Philadelphia  ia  the  plaoe  of  deelH 
nation." 

He  now  set  out  with  his  armj  for  the  Delaware,  ordering 
Sullivan  and  Stirling  with  their  divisions  to  cross  the  Hadeon 
from  P(H?kskIll,  and  proceed  towards  Philadelphia.  Every  move- 
meiit  and  order  showed  his  doubt  and  perplexity,  and  the  eircnm- 
spection  with  which  he  had  to  proceed.  On  the  30th,  be  writes 
from  Cory  ell's  Ferry,  about  thirty  miles  from  Philadelphia,  to 
CioniTal  Gates,  who  was  in  that  city :  "  As  we  arc  yet  nnccrtunai 
to  tho  real  destination  of  the  enemy,  though  the  Delaware  seematlie 
moHt  probahlis  I  have  thought  it  prudent  to  halt  the  iinuy  at  this 
place,  Ilowcird  Ferry,  and  Trenton,  at  least  till  tho  fleet  actually 
enters  the  bay  and  puts  the  matter  beyond  a  doubt  From  henes 
wc  can  be  on  the  proper  ground  to  oppose  them  before  they  can 
posi^ibly  make  their  arrangements  and  di^tpa^itions  for  an  attaok 
*  *  *  That  the  post  in  the  Ilighlands  may  not  be  left  too 
much  exposed,  I  have  ordered  General  Sullivan^s  division  to  halt 
at  Morristown,  whence  it  will  march  southward  if  there  shonM 
be  occasion,  or  northward  ujx>n  the  first  advice  tliat  the  enemy 
should  be  throwing  any  force  up  the  North  Kiver.  General 
Ilowe's  in  a  manner  abandoning  General  Burgoyne,  is  so  an> 
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-ftccoantnble  a  matter,  tlmt,  till  I  am  fully  ussnred  it  is  so,  f  eati-    \ 
not  htlp  eatling  my  ryes  eontinualiy  behind  me.     As  I  ab<iU 
Dn  rcrgard  to  aaj  flying  reports  of  the  appearance  of  the  fiect,  I  I 
illiall  expect  an  accouut  of  it  from  you,  the  moment  you  h 
BACortaineil  it  to  your  satisfaction. " 

On  the  31st,  be  iraa  informed  that  the  cncmy'a  £eet  of  two  I 
^nndretl  aod  tnenty-ctght  sail,  had  arrived  the  day  previous 
ilhu  Cap«s  of  Delatvarc.     He  instantly  wrote  to  Putnam  to  hurry 
I  two  brigades,  wbioh  had  crossed  the  river,  and  to  let  Schuyler 
id  the  commanders  in  the  Kustern  States  know  that  tbey  hud 
BothiDg  to  fear  from  Howe,  and  might  bond  all  their  forees,  Con- 
itineDtal  and  militia,  against  Burgoyne.     In  the  mean  time  he 
ored  hi«  camp  to  Gemiantown,  about  six  miles  from  Phiia- 
itpbia,  to  be  at  hand  fur  the  defence  of  that  city. 
The  rery  next  day  eame  word,  by  express,  that  the  fleet  bad 
j^iu  sailed  out  of  the  Capes,  and  apparently  shaped  its  course 
eastward.     "  This  surprising  event  givc3  me  tbc  greatest  anx- 
iety," writes  be  to  Putnam  (Aug.  1),  "  and  unless  every  possible 
is  made,  may  be  productive  of  the  happiest  con8ei{ueDccs 
lo  ihe  enemy  and  the  most  injur!  ods  to  usl     '     *     *     Tbc  im- 
)rta,nce  of  preventing   Mr.    Howe's  getting   possession   of  the 
^igblands  bj  a  coup  de  main,  is  infinite  to  America ;  and,  in  tl 
sitnation  of  things,  every  effort  that  can  be  tbougbt  c 
lut  be  used.     The  probability  of  his  going  to  the  eastward  ia 
icecdingly  small,  and  the  ill  effects  that  might  attend  such  a 
pp  iucouaiderabte,  in  comparison  with  those  thut  would  ineri- 
bly  attend  a  suc-cessful  stroke  ou  tbc  Highlands.'' 
Under  ibis  iniprCMsion   Woshiuglun  sent  orders  to  Sullivan  10 
back  Kith  bill  division  and   the  two  brigades  which  Lad 
lefi  Pcekakill  and  to  recruss  the  Hudson  lo  tbat  post 
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Bpeedilj  as  [yHmiblo,  intending  to  forward  the  nU  of  the  araj 
with  all  the  expi'dition  in  bin  power.  He  wrote,  alao,  to  Ckneral 
George  Clinton,  to  reinforce  Putnam  with  aa  manj  of  the  New 
York  militia  aa  could  be  collected.  Clinton,  be  it  observed,  bad 
just  been  installed  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York ;  the  fir&t 
person  elevated  to  that  office  under  the  Conatitutioa.  He  still 
continued  in  actual  command  of  the  militia  of  the  State,  and  h 
was  with  great  satisfaction  that  Washington  subsequently  learat 
he  had  determined  to  resume  the  command  of  Fort  Montgomety 
in  the  Highlands :  "  There  cannot  be  a  more  proper  man,^  writei 
he,  "  on  every  account. ^^ 

Washbgton,  moreover,  requested  Putnam  to  send  an  ezprm 
to  Governor  Trumbull,  urging  aMustance  from  the  militia  of  hii 
State  without  a  moment^s  loss  uf  time.  *'  Connecticut  cannot  be 
in  more  danger  through  any  channel  than  this,  and  every  motive 
of  its  own  interest  and  the  general  good  demands  its  utmost  en- 
deavors to  give  you  effectual  assistance.  Governor  TnunboH 
will,  I  trust,  be  sensible  of  this.^^ 

And  here  we  take  occasion  to  observe,  that  there  could  he  no 
surer  reliance  for  aid  in  time  of  danger  than  the  patriotiam  of 
Governor  Trumbull ;  nor  were  there  men  more  ready  to  obey  a 
sudden  appeal  to  arms  than  the  yeomanry  of  Connecticut ;  how- 
ever much  their  hearts  might  subsc<|ucntly  yearn  toward  the  fiuw 
and  firesides  they  had  so  promptly  abandoned.  No  portion  of 
the  Union  was  more  severely  tasked,  throughout  the  Reyolntioo, 
for  military  services;  and  Washington  avowed,  when  the  great 
struggle  was  over,  that,  "  if  all  the  States  had  done  their  duty 
ad  well  as  the  little  State  of  Connecticut,  the  war  would  have 
been  ended  long  ago."  * 

•  C<wnmminit«i  by  PralbsBor  B.  SiUiman. 


CHAPTER    XII. 

AATBB  ON  THE  ALKBT  FOH  A  COMMAND— aCHUTLEB  VNOBKMnnCD  XX  OOITOBBB 

rCT  ON   HU  GUARD— OOURTB  A  flCRIJTINT  BUT  MOT  BBPORB   AN  BXPBCTED 

KNOAOEMENT — SUMMONED  WITH  8T.  CLAIR  TO  BBAD^QUARTERS — OATISS 
APFOINTED  TO  THB  KORTHERB  DEPABTVBBT — ^WASItUMnON*S  SPECULATIONS 
ON  THE  SUCCESSES  OF  BUROOTBB — ILL-JUDOBD  MEDDLINGS  OF  CONGRESS 
WITH  THE  COMMISSARIAT— COLONEL  TBUMBLB  RESIGNS  IN   CONSEQUENCE. 

Wb  have  cited  in  a  preceding  page  a  letter  from  Washington  to 
Gates  at  Philadelphia,  requiring  his  vigilant  attention  to  the  move- 
ments of  the  enemy ^s  fleet ;  that  ambitions  officer,  however,  was 
engrossed  at  the  time  bj  matters  more  important  to  his  individual 
interests.  The  command  of  the  Northern  department  seemed 
again  within  his  reach.  The  evacuation  of  Ticonderoga  had  been 
imputed  by  many  either  to  cowardice  or  treachery  on  the  part  of 
General  St.  Clair,  and  the  enemies  of  Schuyler  had,  for  some 
time  past,  been  endeavoring  to  involve  him  in  the  disgrace  of  the 
transaction.  It  is  true  he  was  absent  from  the  fortress  at  the  time, 
lealously  engaged,  as  we  have  shown,  in  procuring  and  forward- 
ing reinforcements  and  supplies ;  but  it  was  alleged  that  the  fort 
had  been  evacuated  by  his  order,  and  that,  while  there,  he  had 
made  such  dispositions  as  plainly  indicated  an  intention  to  deliver 
it  to  the  enemy.  In  the  eagerness  to  excite  popular  feeling  against 
him,  old  slanders  were  revived,  and  the  failure  of  the  invasion 
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of  Canada,  and  all  the  Bubacqucnt  dinsten  in  that  quarter, 
again  hi  id  to  his  charge  as  commanding-general  of  the  North< 
department.     **  In  nhort,-'  writes  Schajler  in  one  of  hia  letten, 
"  erery  art  is  made  use  of  to  destroy  that  confidence  which  it  ii 
80  cHScntial  the  army  should  have  in  its  general  oi&ccra,  and  this 
too  by  people  pretending  to  bo  friends  to  the  coantry.^  * 

These  cliarges,  which  for  some  time  oxisitcd  merely  in  popular 
clamor,  had  recently  been  taken  up  in  Congress,  ana  a  strong 
demonstration  had  been  made  against  him  by  some  of  the  New 
England  dclegatoa.     '*  Your  enemies  in  this  quarter/*  writes  Us 
friend,  the  Hon.  William  Duer  (July  29th),  '*  are  leaving  no  meant 
unessayed  to  blast  your  character,  and  to  impute  to  your  appoint- 
ment in  that  department  a  loss  which,  rightly  inve^itigated,  can  be 
imputed  to  very  different  causes. 

"  Be  not  supriiied  if  you  nhould  be  desired  to  attend  Con- 
gress, to  give  an  account  of  the  loss  of  Ticonderoga.     With  t> 
ppect  to  the  result  of  the  inquiry  I  am  under  no  apprehenaiona 
Like  gold  tried  in  the  fire,  I  trust  that  you,  my  dear  friend,  will 
be  found  more  pure  and  bright  than  ever.     •••••• 

From  the  nature  of  your  department,  and  other  unavoidahls 
causes,  you  have  not  had  an  opportunity,  during  the  course  of 
this  war,  of  evincing  that  spirit  which  /  and  your  more  iutimatf 
friends  know  you  to  po.sscss ;  of  this  circumstance  prejudice  takes 
a  cruel  advantage,  and  malice  lends  an  easy  ear  to  her  dictatea 
A  hint  on  this  subject  is  sufficient.  You  will  not,  I  am  sure,  see 
this  place  till  your  conduct  gives  the  lie  to  this  insinuation,  as  it 
has  done  before  to  every  other  which  your  enemies  have  so  in- 
dustriously circulated.*'  f 

*  Sohnylar  to  Gov.  TnunbolL    Letter  Book.  f  Scbnyler^s  P^miL 
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Sohnjler,  in  reply,  exprosscd  tlie  most  ardent  wi»h  that  Con- 

w  would  order  him  to  attend  and  give  an  account  of  hia  con- 

doct.     He  wished  his  friends  to   push  for  tbc  closest  Bcmtiny, 

confident  that  it  wonid  redound  to  his  honor.     "  I  would  not, 

Iwwever,  wish  the  scrntiny  to  take  place  imniediatelj,'"  adds  be, 


shall  probably  e 


leiLforci-d  i 


takes  place,  whate* 
ion  to  blush  for  yoi 


son  have  an  engagement,  if  we  arc  so 
s  to  giv6  us  a  probable  chance  of  auo- 
red,  my  dear  friend,  if  a  general  cngnge- 
er  may  bo  the  event,  yon  wilt  not  liavs 
r  friend."  t 
I  It  seemed  to  be  the  object  of  Mr.  Sebuyler^s  enemies  to 
brratiUl  his  haviug  such  a  ehaoce  of  distinguinhing  biuiaelt 
^hc  business  was  pushed  lu  Cnngresa  more  urgently  ttian  even 
ilr.  Duur  bod  antieipatui).  Beside  the  allegations  against  him 
n  regard  to  Ticonderuga,  his  unpopularity  in  the  Eastern  Stotea 
L.Va^  urged  as  a  sufficient  reason  for  discontinuing  bira  iu  bis  prcs- 
knd,  as  the  troops  from  that  quarter  were  nnwilllng  to 
rre  under  bini.  This  had  a  grcut  effect  in  the  present  time  of 
»-il,  Willi  several  of  the  delegates  from  the  East,  who  discred- 
ted  the  other  charges  against  hint.  The  consequence  was,  that 
•fier  long  and  ardent  debates,  in  which  some  of  the  moat  eminent 
delegates  from  New  York,  who  intimately  knew  bis  worth,  stood 
up  in  his  favor,  it  was  resolved  (Aug.  1st)  that  both  General 
Jcfauyler  and  General  St.  Cblr  should  be  summoned  to  bead- 
■arleni  to  account  for  the  misfortunoa  in  tbu  North,  and  that 
|F«shiugtou  fJiould  be  directed  ti>  order  sueh  general  ofBeer  aa 
■  ahonld  think  proper  to  aueeeed  lleneral  Scliujier  in  the  com- 
1  of  the  Northeni  depurtmiut. 


•  SdiujW!  Umr  Kook. 
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The  very  next  dar  a  letter  was  addressied  to  Waahington 
•evtTul  of  tlie  lead  in  jT  EaMrrn  niembern,  men  of  unqacatioDa 
giHid  faith,  suoli  a9  Saiiiut*!  and  John  Adani««,  urging  the  appoi 
luont  of  <  I  at  OS.  ''No  man,  in  our  opinion/*  paid  they,  "  will 
uiore  likclv  to  restore  harmony,  order  and  discipline,  and  retrii 
our  ufiairs  in  that  quarter.  lie  ha.^*,  on  experience,  acquired 
oonfidenoe  and  stands  high  in  the  e^ttvm  of  the  Kastern  troop 
Washin<!ton  exeu:*ed  himself  from  making  any  nominati 
i  1  alleging  that  the  Northern  department  had,  in  a  great  mcasi 

Ihvii  eonsidored  a  separate  one;  that,  moreover,  the  situation 
the  de|virtment  was  delicate,  and  might  involve  interesting  i 
delieate  enns'^ipenees.     The  nomination,  therefore,  was  made 
•!  Congri'ss;  the   Ka>tern  inflnenee  pn^vaih»d.  and  Gates  recei 

j  tlie  appolntmept,  w>  long  the  objeet   of  his  a.<pirations,   if 

S  intrigue.^, 

i  Washington  deeply  regretted  the  removal  of  a  noble-hcar 

^  man.  with  wht>m  he  had  a<'ted  <o  harmoniously,  whose  exerti 

had  lieen  8o  enerptie  and  unwearietl.  ai-.d  who  was  so  pccnlia 
fitted   for   the   varitd  dutirs  of  the  department.      He    consc 
himself,  however,  with  the  th.Mighl  that  the  excuse  of  want 
c«uitidenee  in  the  giMieral  officers,  hiihertn  alleged  by  the  East 
States  for  withholdii  g  reinforci  nients.  would  be  obviated  bj 
prvti^Mice  of  this  man  of  their  eh  in  i  v. 

With  the  prevalent  wisil<>m  of  his  pen.  he  endearored 
allay  the  distrusts  and  appreher.siiins  awakened  by  the  misforti 
at  TicoDdfn^ga«  which  he  considered  the  w<)rst  conseqnenee 
tkfti  erant  **  If  the  matter  were  co^'^lly  ar.d  d  impassion  at  el  j  e 
r  writes  he  to  the  conreil  of  safety  of  the  State  of  S 
\  ^finttt  wonld  W  ii.'kTh'rg  f>'u:  d  s^  f*^rmidable  in  Gene 

'oree  uudir  him,  with  all  his  s-ucct-sses. 
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euntcnaocu  iho  IcsiBt  dt^rac  of  deepoudeDCjr ;  and  experience 
PDold  Hbuir,  tluit  even  tbo  moderate  exertioDB  of  the  States  more 
miiird lately  intorcsttii,  vould  be  auflicieiit  to  check  his  career, 
tid,  perhaps,  convert  the  advantages  bo  Itaa  gained  to  his  ruin. 
*  *  *  If  I  do  Dot  give  no  effectual  aid  as  I  could  viab  to 
be  Northern  army,  it  ia  cot  from  want  of  inclination,  nor  from 
eing  too  little  impressed  with  the  importance  of  doing  it ;  but 
ecanse  the  state  of  affairs  iu  (bis  qnartcr  will  iiot  possibly  admit 
f  it.  It  would  be  the  height  of  impoliay  to  weaken  ourselves 
BO  much  here,  in  order  to  increase  our  strength  there ;  and  it 
iu»t  certainly  be  considered  more  difficult,  as  well  as  of  greater 
loment,  to  control  the  main  army  of  the  enemy,  than  an  inferior, 
ad,  I  uiay  guy,  dependent  one;  for  it  is  pretty  obvious  that  it 
•cucrtil  Howe  can  be  kept  at  bay,  and  prevented  from  effecting 
ia  purposes,  the  successes  of  General  Burgoyne,  whatever  they 
i»y  be,  must  be  partial  and  lempurary." 

The  sagacity  and  foreitighl  of  this  policy  will  be  manifested 
f  after  events. 

On  the  same  day  on  which  the  above  letter  was  written,  he 

Eeially  annouDCed  to  Gates  his  appointment,  and  desired  him  to 

rocecd  immediately  to  the  place  of  his  dcatiuation  :  wishing  him 

Etioc«sa,  and  that  ho  "  might  speedily  be  able  to  restore  the  face* 

uf  affairs  in  that  quarter." 

About  this  time  took  effect  a  measure  of  Congress,  making  a 
complete  change  in  the  commissariat.  This  important  and  com- 
plicated department  had  hitherto  been  under  the  management  of 
one  commissary -general,  Colonel  Joseph  Trumbidl  of  Connecti- 
By  the  new  arrangement  there  were  lo  be  two  commissa- 
iM-genetal,  one  of  purchases,  the  other  of  issues ;  each  to  be 
ited  by  Congress.     They  were  to  have  several  deputy  com- 


^jie»-gen< 
^■KKniite 
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missaries  under  them,  bat  accountable  to  Congress,  and  to  te 
appointed  and  removed  by  that  body.  These,  and  many  soW 
dinate  arrangements,  had  been  adopted  in  opposition  to  tk 
opinion  of  Washington,  and,  most  unfortunately,  were  brooj^tinti 
operation  in  the  midst  of  this  perplexed  and  critical  camp^gn. 

Their  first  effect  was  to  cause  the  resignation  of  CoIomI 
Trumbidl,  who  had  been  nominated  commissary  of  pnrdiaiei; 
and  the  entrance  into  office  of  a  number  of  inezperienoed  met 
The  ultimate  effect  was  to  paralyse  the  organization  of  this  vitd 
department ;  to  cause  delay  and  confusion  in  furnishing  and  te- 
warding  supplies ;  and  to  retard  and  embarrass  the  operations  ot 
the  different  armies  throughout  the  year.  Washington  had  manj 
dangers  and  difficulties  to  harass  and  perplex  him  throughout  thii 
complicated  campaign,  and  not  among  the  least  may  be  daaed 
the  "  stumblings  of  Congress." 


NOTE. 


An  author,  eminent  for  his  historical  researches,  expreises  lumself  at  a  loa 
to  explain  the  prejudice  existing  against  General  Schuyler  among  the  peopb 
of  the  New  England  States.  **  There  was  not  an  individual  connected  with  ths 
Revolution,"  observes  he,  *'  concerning  whom  there  is  more  abandmnt  eridniM 
of  his  patriotism  and  unwearied  services  in  the  cause  of  his  coontiy.'* 

Wilkinson,  at  that  time  a  devoted  follower  of  Gates,  and  likely  to  kiM>w  dn 
influences  that  operated  against  his  rival,  traces  this  prpjudice  up  to  times  prior 
10  the  Revolution,  when  Schuyler  acted  as  commissioner  on  the  part  of  Kev 
York  in  settling  the  partition  line  between  that  colony  and  MassachusetU  Bar. 
This  gave  rise  to  the  fends  and  controversies  oonccming  the  Hampshire  Gronti^ 
in  which,  according  to  Wilkinson,  the  parties  were  distinguished  by  the  design 
nations  of  Yankee  and  Yorker.  The  zealous  exertions  of  Schuyler  on  behalf  of 
New  York,  gained  him  the  ill  will  of  the  Hampshire  grantees,  mod  of  eastern 
men  of  the  first  rank  with  whom  he  came  in  collision.  This  feeUng  survived 
the  ooptroversy,  and  existed  among  the  militiafW>m  those  poits.  On  the  odNr 
band,  Wilkinson  obserres,  **  It  was  General  Gates*s  policy  to  fiivor  the  views  oC 
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nluiUtaiitiof  tlie  Hampahire  Gnmts,  which  made  him  popular  with  these 
le.» 

kmewhat  of  the  prgodice  against  Schnjler  Wilkinaon  aacrihes  to  sooini 
ts  and  manners,  *'  tfaoae  of  New  En^jland  at  the  time  being  democratic  and 
tanical,  whilst  in  New  York  they  were  cooitly  and  aristocraticaL''  Schny- 
ras  a  man  of  the  world,  and  of  society,  coltirated,  and  well  bred ;  he  was 
tieve  too  of  Major-general  Bradstreet  in  the  seren  yean^  war;  and  had 
bed  notions  of  military  carriage  and  deoormn  in  an  aristocratic  school ; 
his  rendered  him  impatient  at  times  of  the  deficiencies  in  these  reelects 
og  the  raw  militia  offioezi^  and  made  the  latter  uonsider  him  hangh^  and 
Ted. 


vou  in. — 0* 


CHAPTER    XIII. 

WASHnYOTO!l*8  PEBPLEZITIBS  ABOUT  TUB  BRRIBH  PLEKT— FOTSUM  ASD  M^ 
ERXOR  CLI!CTO!f  PUT  OX  THB  ALERT  »  THB  HIOHULITOS— MOBOAV  iV 
UI3  RIFLBXEX  SFNT  TO  THB  XOBTH^WASHDfOTOX  AT  PHILADBLTBU' 
HIS   riRST   INTERVIEW  WITH  LAFAYETTE  —IHTKLLIOBMCB  ABOUT  THE 

EXPIJlNATIdNS   OP   ITS   MOVEMENTS — REVIEW  OF  TUB   ARMY ^LAFATBH 

MISTAKES    THE    NATURE    OK    HIS     COMMISSION HIS  ALLIANCE   WITH  Wi 

ISGTON — MAKCU   OP   THE  ARMY  THROUGH   raXLADBLFHIA KSCAMrWOBtM 

WILMINGTON 

For  several  dajA  Washington  remained  at  G^rmaniown  in  paioftl 
UDcertaiutj  about  the  British  fleet ;  whether  gone  to  the  wA 
or  to  the  cast.  The  intense  heat  of  the  weather  made  him  n* 
willing  again  to  move  his  army,  already  excessively  haraased  Iff 
marchings  and  counter-marchings.  Concluding,  at  length,  tbi 
the  fleet  had  actually  gone  to  the  cast,  he  was  once  more  on  thi  * 
way  to  recross  the  Delaware,  when  an  express  overtook  him  oi 
the  10th  of  August,  with  tidings  that  three  days  before  ithil 
been  seen  off  Sinepuxent  Inlet,  about  sixteen  leagues  south  d 
the  Capes  of  Delaware. 

Again  he  came  to  a  halt,  and  waited  for  further  intelligesoe. 
Danger  suggested  itself  from  a  different  quarter.  Might  it  not 
be  Howe's  plan,  by  thus  appearing  with  his  ships  at  differenl 
places,  to  lure  the  army  after  him,  and  thereby  leave  the  coontij 
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.  for  Sir  Henry  Clinton  with  the  troops  at  New  York  to 

i  a  janction  with  Burgoyne  ?    With  this  idea  Washington 

fce  forthwith  to  the  Tetenm  Putnam  to  he  on  the  alert;  ool- 

all  the  foroe  he  conld  to  strengthen  his  poet  at  Peekskill, 

send  down  spies  to  ascertain  whether  Sir  Henry  Clinton  was 
Daily  at  New  York,  and  what  troops  he  had  there.  **  If  he 
I  the  nnmher  of  men  with  him  that  is  reported,'^  ohsenres 
uhington,  "  it  is  prohahly  with  the  intention  to  attack  yoa 
m  helow,  while  Bnrgojne  comes  down  npon  yon  from  shore.  '' 

The  old  general,  whose  hoast  it  was  that  he  nerer  slept  hut 
idi  one  eye,  was  already  on  the  alert.  A  eircumstance  had 
TCQ  him  proof  positire  that  Sir  Henry  was  in  New  York,  and 
id  roused  his  military  ire.  A  spy,  sent  by  that  commander,  had 
een  detected  furtively  collect ing  information  of  the  force  and 
oodition  of  the  post  at  Peckskill,  and  had  undergone  a  military 
ml  A  vessel  of  war  came  up  the  Hudson  in  all  haste,  and 
anded  a  flag  of  truce  at  Verplanck's  Point,  by  which  a  message 
VIS  triDsmitted  to  Putnam  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  claiming 
Ednrand  Palmer  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  British  service. 
The  reply  of  the  old  general  was  brief  but  emphatic 

'*  HsAD-QuAimats,  7th  Aug.,  1777. 

"Edmund   Palmer,  an  officer  in  the  enemy's  service,   was 

Uken  as  a  spy  lurking  within  our  lines ;  he  has  been  tried  as  a 

f  J,  condemned  as  a  spy,  and  shall  be  executed  as  a  spy ;  and  the 

bg  is  ordered  to  depart  immediately. 

"  Israel  Putnam, 

"  P.  S. — He  has,  accordingly,  been  executed." 

Governor  Clinton,  the  other  guardian  of  the  Highlands,  and 
stually  at  his  post  at  Fort  Montgomery,  was  equally  on  the  alert 
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He  Iiftd  faithfully  followed  Waahiiigton*!  diraeftidBi,  ii 
ont  militia  from  different  counties  to  reinforoe  his  own 
and  the  army  under  Schuyler.     "  I  neyer  knew  the  militia 
out  with  greater  alacrity,"  writes  he ;  ''  but,  as  nuuij  of  tha 
yet  a  great  part  of  their  harvests  in  the  field,  I  fear  it  wil  V 
difficult  to  detain  them  long,  unlcM  the  enemy  will  make 
inovcmeuts  that  indicate  a  design  of  coming  this  way  mditi^t 
and  M)  obvious  as  to  be  bi'lievcd  bv  the  militia.*^ 

At  the  same  time,  the  worth v  governor  expressed  hissoiyri^ 
that  the  Northern  army  had  not  been  reinforced  from  the 
ward.     *"  The  want  uf  confidence  in  the  general  officers  to  iff 
northward/'  addH  he,  **  in  the  npovious  reason.     To  .me  it 
a  very  weak  ouo.     Couimou  gratitudo  to  anister  State,  as  wcDtf 
duty  to  the  contiuont  at  largo,  conspire  in  calling  on  our 
noighborn  to  Kti*p  forth  on  this  occasion.'^ 

One  measure  more  was  tukon  by  Washington,  during  w 
interval,  in  aid  of  the  NorthiTu  department.  The  Indians  vli 
ace«)mpauied  Burg«)yne  were  objects  of  great  dread  to  the 
can  tn>op.s,  especially  the  militia.  As  a  counterpoise  to  theB,li 
now  sent  up  Colonel  Morgan  with  five  hundred  riflemen,  to  ^ 
them  in  their  own  way.  **  They  arc  all  chosen  men,"  said  H 
'*  selected  from  the  army  at  large,  and  well  acquainted  with  Al 
use  of  rifles  and  with  that  mode  of  fighting.  I  expect  the  wA 
eminent  services  from  them,  and  I  shall  be  mistaken  if  their  pit* 
sence  does  not  go  far  towards  producing  a  general  desertis 
among  the  savages."  It  was,  indeed,  an  arm  of  strength,  whiA 
he  could  but  ill  spare  from  his  own  army. 

Putnam  was  directed  to  have  sloops  ready  to  transport  titf 
up  the  Hudson,  and  Gates  was  informed  of  their  being  cm  the  w^ 
and  about  what  time  he  might  expect  them,  as  well  as  two  r^ 
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from  Pcefcskill,  under  colonels  Van  Courllandt  and  Liv- 

With  Ihese  reinforocioeiiU,  besides  the  militia  under  Gcnernl 
'  writes  Washington  to  Gates,  "  I  am  in  hopes  jon  will 
yourself  at  least  equal  M  stop  the  progress  of  Mr.  Burgojnc, 
iy  cutting  off  his  supplies  of  provisioua,  to  render  his  aituri' 
Tory    ineligibli.'."      Washington    was   thus,    in   a   manner, 

;  on  Ivo  gomrs  nt  once,  with  Howe  on  the  eeaboard  and 
Burgojne  on  the  upper  waters  of  the  IIudB  in,  and  cudca- 
(  hj  skilful  moTemcntB  to  give  check  to  both.  It  was  ao 
aa  ftud  complicated  ta.''k,  capocially  with  his  scanty  and 
lating  iDcaiis,  and  the  wide  extent  of  country  and  great 

»  orer  which  he  bad  to  more  his  men. 
mca.«iircB  to  throw  a  force  iu  the  rear  of  Burgoyno  wore 

a  fair  way  of  being  carried  int«  effect.  Lincoln  was  at 
ington.  Stark  had  joined  him  with  a  body  of  New  Hamp- 
I  militia,  and  a  corps  of  MossnchuseCts  militia  was  arriving. 
b  a  force  in  his  rear,"  observed  Wasbiiigtou,  "will  oblige 
imp  ta  leave  such  strong  posts  behind  as  must  make  his 
,  ln>dy  very  weak,  and  extremely  capable  of  being  repit'.scd 

innng  bis  encampment  io  the  neighborhood  of  Philadelpliia, 
iogtou  was  repeatedly  at  that  city,  making  himself  acquaint- 
h  the  military  capabilities  of  the  place  and  its  surrounding 
ry,  and  directing  the  constructiO'O  of  fortiGcations  on  the 
In  one  of  these  visits  he  became  acquainted  with  the 
>iiTi|7  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  who  had  recently  arrived  from 
...ir'i  in  company  with  a  number  of  French,  Polish,  and 
I  officer!!,  among  whom  waa  the  Baron  de  Kalk  The 
1  wiw  not  quit*  twenty  rears  uf  age,  yet  had  already  been 
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married  nearly  three  years  to  a  lady  of  rank  and  fbrtmie; 
of  the  romance  of  liberty,  he  had  torn  himself  from  his 
bride,  tamed  his  back  upon  the  gayeties  and  splendors  of  i 
and  in  defiance  of  impediments  and  difficulties  multiplied  a 
path,  had  made  his  way  to  Amerca  to  join  its  haxardous 

He  sent  in  his  letters  of  recommendation  to  Hr. 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs ;  and  apfdieil 
next  day  at  the  door  of  Congress  to  know  his  suooeaa 
Lovell  came  forth,   and  gave  him  but  little  em 
Congress,  in   fact,  was  embarrassed  by  the  number  of 
applications,  many  without  merit.     Lafayette  immediately  sail 
the  following  note :     *^  After  my  sacrifices,  I  have  the  rig^i 
ask  two  favors ;  one  is  to  serve  at  my  own  expense ;  the 
to  commence  by  serving  as  a  volunteer."  • 

This  simple  appeal  had  its  effect:  it  called  attention  to) 
peculiar  case,  and  Congress  resolved  on  the  3l8t  of  July,  thrti 
consideration  of  his  zeal,  his  illustrious  family  and  conneetioo^l 
should  have  the  rank  of  major-general  in  the  army  of  the  Ui 
States. 

It  was  at  a  public  dinner,  where  a  number  of  membeni 
Congress  were  present,  that  Lafayette  first  saw  Washiugtoa 
immediately  knew  him,  he  said,  from  the  officers  who  sm 
him,  by  his  commanding  air  and  person.  When  the  partj 
breaking  up,  Washington  took  him  aside,  complimented  himiil 
gracious  manner  on  his  disinterested  zeal  and  the  generosity  4 
his  conduct,  and  invited  him  to  make  head-quarters  his  hoK 
*^  I  cannot  promise  you  the  luxuries  of  a  court,"  said  he,  '^bokS^ 
you  have  become  an  American  soldier,  you  will,  doubtless, 


modatc  yourself  to  the  fare  of  an  American  army." 

*  Memoires  da  Geii.  Lafayette,  torn.  i.  p.  19 
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nj  dajg  had  now  elapaed  without  further  tidloga  of  the 
What  had  beoome  of  it  ?  Had  Howe  gone  agiiinst 
■tOQ  ?  If  SO,  the  distance  vas  too  groat  to  think  of  follow- 
D.  Before  the  armj,  debilitated  aud  wasted  by  a  Iniig 
under  a  summer  bud,  in  an  unbeultby  climate,  could  re.ich 
n  might  accomplish  every  purpose  he  had  in  view,  and  ro- 
:  his  troops  to  turn  his  arms  against  Philadelphia,  or  any 
■oint,  without  the  army  being  at  h^nd  to  oppose  him. 

it,  under  theae  un  certain  tics,  was  to  be  done  ?  remain  iu- 
in  the  remote  probability  of  Howe's  returning  this  way ;  or 
.  to  the  Hudson  with  a  view  cither  to  opposo  Burgoync,  or 
U  attempt  upon  New  York  ?     A  sucecsafol  stroke  with 

to  either,  might  make  up  for  any  losses  sustained  in  the 

The  latter  was  unanimously  determined  in  a  council  of 
I  which  the  Marquis  Lafayette  took  part.  As  it  was, 
r,  a  movement  that  might  involve  the  moat  important 
•nceSjWaiJiingtOD  sent  his  aidc-de-  caup,  Colonel  Alexander 
W,  with  a  letter  to  the  President  of  Congress,  requesting 
liion  nf  that  body.  Congress  approved  the  decision  of  the 
I  aud  the  army  was  about  to  be  put  in  march,  when  all 
irmenting  uncertaintica  were  brought  to  an  end  by  intelli- 
tat  the  fleet  had  actually  entered  the  Chesapeake,  and 
1  at  Swan  Point,  at  least  two  hundred  miles  within  tho 
"  By  Qcncral  Howe's  coming  so  far  up  the  Chesapeake," 
fFaehingtoD,  "  he  must   mean  to  reach  Philadelphia  by 

te,  though  to  be  sure  it  is  a  strange  one." 

myslefy  of  iheso  various  appearances  and  TanJshings, 
had  CBUs^  so  much  wonder  and  perplexity,  ia  easily 
Shortly  before  putting  to  sea  with  the  ^hipa  of  war, 
kad  vi-ul  a  number  of  transports,  &nd  a  ship  eut  down  as  a 
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floating  bnttorv.  np  the  Hudson,  vhich  had  indoeed  Vi 
to  di\4;vatcli  tnvip4  to  the  l]igh1a:i«].^     After  pvttiiiig  to  M, 
fleet   was  a  week  in  reaching  the  Capos  of  DeUvare. 
there,  the  commanders  were  deterred  from  enteriiig  the  liffffl 
reports  of  mcasarea  taken  to  obstruct  its  narigatioiL     It  Vill 
determined  to  make  for  Che  apeake  Bay,  and   ^ipnMiA,  ■ 
war,  as  near  as  possible  to  Philadt-Iphia.     Contrmij  windi^ 
erer.  kept  them  for  a  long  time  fmm  gvttlng  into  the  baj. 

Lafajette.  in  his  memoirs,  describes  a  review  of  Wj 
armv  which  he  witnes^  about  thb  time.     "•  Eleren 
men,  but  tolerably  ar4ued.  and  still  worse  clad,  presented," 
said.  **  a  singular  spectacle :  in  this  parti-colored  and  often 
state*  the  best  drosses  wore  huniii:g  shirts  of  brown  linen. 
tactics  were   eti'ially    irrojijlar.     Thoy  were   arranged 
regard  to  siio.  cxvvp:;i^g  t:.at  the  smalK->t  men  were  the 
rank;  with  all  this,  tl.ere  were  good-looking  soldiers 
bv  tealous  officvr^'* 

"  We  ought  to  fivl  embarraMed."  said  Washington  to 
"  in  pr\*seutiug  ourselves  K'fore  an  ofEcer  just  from  the 
army." 

*'  It  is  to  learn,  and  not  v^  instruct,  that  I  come  here,"  m 
Lafayette's  apt  and  modest  reply :  and  it  gained  him  imaeM 
popularity. 

The  marquis^  however,  had  mijvonceired  the  nalnre  of  Uii|| 
pointment ;  his  eommi»ion  wxjl  merely  honorarr,  but  he  hi 
■■Ifioeed  it  given  with  a  view  to  the  command  of  a  diTisionef  i 
emy.  This  mis(OUiVpiii>o  oa  his  part  caodted  Washington  Mi 
tmkairmsMMtit     The  marquis,  with  his  charactcristie  vivid| 

aiJor,  was  eager  for  immediate  employ.     He  admitted  th 
'  ivnc  *^  inexperiecced.  but  always  accompanied  i 
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doa  with  the  assurance  that,  so  soon  as  Wasliingtoa  should 
hiui  fit  for  the  command  of  a  division,  he  nould  be  ready  to 
ti|>oii  the  duties  of  it,  and,  in  tho  mean  time,  offered  hia 
■  X  Hmallcr  command.  "  What  the  designs  of  Con- 
jKspccting  this  gentleman  are,  and  what  line  of  cooilui-'t  I 
pursue  to  comply  with  their  design  and  his  expeclatiouB," 
Washington,  "  I  know  not,  and  beg  to  be  inatructed." 
'he  numberless  applications  for  employment  by  foreigner^ 
r  respective  appointments,"  continues  he,  "  add  no 
embarrassmeDt  to  a  command,  nbich,  without  it,  is  abun- 
'  perplexed  by  the  different  tempers  I  have  to  do  wilIi,  and 
Icrent  modes  which  the  respectii-c  States  have  pursued  in 
ling  and  arranging  their  officers  ;  the  combination  of  all 
ii  but  too  just  a  repmentation  of  a  gnat  chaos,  from 
tM  are  endeavoring,  how  euceessfulli/  time  only  can 
to  draw  some  regularity  and  order.'"*  How  truly  is  hero 
ae  of  the  great  difficulties  of  his  command,  continually 
s  equity  and  equanimity.  In  the  present  instaticu  it 
timated  (o  Washington,  that  he  wa.s  not  bound  by  the  tenor 
hyelte's  commission  to  give  him  a  command;  but  was  at 
'  to  follow  his  own  judgment  in  the  matter.  This  still 
n  in  a  delicate  eituation  with  respect  to  the  marquis,  whose 
itog  manners  and  aclf-saerificing  zeal  inspired  regard  j 
1  txtreiDG  jonth  and  hiexpcrience  necessitated  caution. 
<te,  bonerer,  from  the  first  attached  himself  to  Woshing- 
li  an  affectionate  reverence,  the  sincerity  of  which  could 
I  niatakoD,  and  soon  won  his  way  into  a  heart,  which,  with 
Bfiparent  ooldness,  was  naturally  confiding,  and  required 

*  WutiingUiii  10  ficuj.  U&trieOD.      Sparkt,  r.  3{i. 
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8]rnipathj  aT)<]  friendship ;  and  it  is  a  pictorc  well  wortlij 
hung  up  in  history, — th!^  cordial  and  enduring  aliUnce  i 
calm,  digniOed,  sedate  Washington,  mature  in  years  and  in 
and  the  young,  buoj'ant,  enthusiastic  Lafaj'ette. 

The  aeferal  divisions  of  the  army  had  been  saminon 
the  immediate  neighborhood  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  mill 
Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  and  the  northern  parta  of  Vi 
were  called  out  Many  of  the  militia,  with  Colonel  Pre 
corps  of  artillery,  had  been  ordered  to  rendexvous  at  Chest 
the  Delaware,  about  twelve  miles  below  Philadelphia;  ai 
Washington's  orders.  General  Wayne  left  his  brigade  and 
next  in  command,  and  repaired  to  Chester,  to  arrange  the  1 
assembling  there. 

As  there  had  been  much  disaffoction  to  the  cause  evin* 
Philadelphia,  Washington,  in  order  to  encourage  its  frioiidj 
dishearten  its  enemies,  marched  with  the  whole  army  throug 
city,  down  Front  and  up  Chestnut  Street.  Oreat  pains 
taken  to  make  the  display  as  imposing  as  possible.  All 
charged  to  keep  to  their  ranks,  carry  their  arms  well,  and  si 
time  to  the  music  of  the  drums  and  fifes,  collected  in  the  c 
'of  each  brigade.  **  Though  indifferently  dressed,"  says  a 
tator,  "  they  held  well  burnished  arms,  and  carried  them 
soldiers,  and  looked,  in  short,  as  if  they  might  have  face 
equal  number  with  a  reasonable  prospect  of  success."'  To 
them  something  of  a  uniform  appearance,  they  bad  8pri| 
green  in  their  hats. 

Washington  rode  at  the  head  of  the  troops  attended  I 
numerous  staff,  with  the  Marquis  Lafayette  by  hia  aide, 
long  column  of  the  army,  broken  into  divisions  and  brij 
the  pioneers  with  their  axes,  the  squadrons  of  horse,  the  ex 
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m  of  mrUllery*  the  tramp  of  steed,  the  braj  of  tnimpet| 
I  i^iiit-stiniiig  eoand  of  dram  and  fife,  all  had  an  impoa- 
let  on  a  peaeeful  eitj  imuaed  to  the  sight  of  marshalled 
The  disaffiseted,  who  had  been  taught  to  believe  the 
can  forces  much  less  than  they  were  in  reality,  were  aston- 
la  thej  gased  on  the  lengthening  procession  of  a  host, 
to  thmr  nnpractiaed  eyes,  appeared  innumerable ;  while  the 
gf^nlng  fineah  hope  and  animatimi  from  the  si^t,  cheered 
triot  squadrons  as  they  passed. 

iving  marched  throo^  PhOaddphia,  the  army  continued 
If  ilouDgton,  at  the  confluence  of  Christiana  Creek  and  the 
ywine,  where  Washington  set  up  his  head-quarters,  his 
being  encamped  on  the  neighboring  heights, 
e  will  now  revert  to  the  other  object  of  Washington's  care 
>licitnde,  the  invadiog  army  of  Bnrgojne  in  the  North ; 
ill  see  how  far  his  precautionary  measures  were  effective. 
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muliiplied  in  his  wajr  dnrtDg  his  loog  halt  at  Skeaeaborough. 
Bridges  broken  down  hud  to  hi)  rcbailt;  great  trees  to  be  ro- 
liiivud  which  had  been  felted  neroaa  the  toads  and  into  Wood 
.'rif  k,  which  stream  was  coroplctelj  choked.  It  was  not  uDtil 
hit  tatter  part  of  Jolj  that  Burgoyne  reached  Fort  Anne.  At 
tu  approach,  Oeuerat  Schuyler  retired  from  Fort  Edward  and 
ook  post  at  Fort  Miller,  a  few  miles  lower  down  the  Hudsou. 
B  The  ludian  allies  who  had  hitherto  aeeoiiipanied  the  British 
^fc,  had  been  wore  trouhtesome  than  useful.  Neither  Bur- 
I91W  nor  bb  officers  anderstood  their  lunguuge,  but  were  obliged 
''ommuiiicatc  with  them  througli  Canadian  interpreters;  too 
■  ti  dt^gning  kuuves,  who  played  false  to  both  parties.  The 
ii-ilians,  Xoo,  were  of  the  tribes  of  Lower  Canada,  corrupted  and 
dcbirfd  by  iuiercocirse  with  white  men.  It  bad  been  found 
|difficulL  lo  draw  them  from  the  plunder  of  Ticouderoga,  or  la 
u  their  mnrderoos  propensities. 
I A  party  had  recently  arrived  of  a  different  stomp.  Braves 
n  Ottawa  and  other  tribes  from  the  upper  country ;  painted 
I  dL'coraled  with  saruge  raagnifiocncc,  and  bearing  trophies  of 
■  triumphs.  They  were,  in  fact,  according  to  Burgojoe, 
I  »ery  Indians  wlio  had  aided  the  French  in  the  defeat  of 
Mdock,  and  were  under  the  conduct  of  two  French  leaders; 
I  named  Langlade,  Lad  coniniand  of  them  on  that  very  occa- 
I  the  other,  named  St.  Ltic,  ia  described  by  Burgoyne  as  a 
1  geutlumBu  of  honor  anj  abilities,  and  one  of  the  best 
B  of  ihc  French  in  the  war  of  1750. 

e  trusted  to  his  uewly  arrived  Indians  to  give  a  check 

t  operations  of  Schuyler,  knowing  the  terror  they  inspired 

Ighont  the  country.     lie  thought  also  to  employ  them  in  * 

ray  to  the  Connecticut  Biver,  to  force  a  supply  of  provis- 
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ions,  intercept  reinforcements  to  the  American  army,  and 
the  jealousy  which  he  had,  in  many  ways,  endeavored  to 
in  the  New  England  prov^inces.     He  was  natarally  a  humane i 
and  disliked  Indian  allies,  hut  these  had  hitherto  served  in 
pany  with  civilized  troops,  and  he  tru3tcd  to  the  influenee 
sessed  over  them  hy  St  Luc  and  Langlade,  to  keep  them 
the  usages  of  war.     A  circumstance  occurred,  however, 
showed  how  little  the  '^  wild  honor  "  of  these,  warriors  of 
tomahawk  is  to  he  depended  upon. 

In  General  Frascr^s  division  was  a  young  officer,  Lie 
David  Jones,  an  American  loyalist     Hb  family  had  their 
in   the   vicinity   of  Fort   Edward  before   the   Revolution, 
mutual  attachment  had  taken  place  between  the  youth  tnl 
beautiful  girl,  Jane  McCrea.     She  was  the  daughter  of  a 
Presbyterian  clergyman  of  the  Jerseys,  some  time  deceased, 
resided  with  her  brother  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson  a  few 
below  Fort  Edward.     The  lovers  were  engaged  to  be 
when  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  severed  families  and  di 
all  the  relations  ot  life.     The  Joneses  were  royalists;  the 
of  Miss   McCrea  was  a  stanch  whig.     The  former  removed 
Canada,  where  David  Jones  was  among  the  most  respectable 
tiiose  who  joined -the  royal  standard,  and  received  a  lieul 
commission.  « 

The  attachment  between  the  lovers  continued,  and  it  is 
able  that  a  correspondence  was  kept  up  between  them. 
ant  Jones  was  now  in  Frascr's  camp ;  in  his  old  neighl 
Miss  McCrea  was  on  a  visit  to  a  widow  lady,  Mrs.  O'Niel, 
ing  at  Fort  Edward.     The  approach  of  Burgojrne^s  armj 
spread  an  alarm  through  the  country;  the  inhabitants  wereflji 
from  their  homes.     The  brother  of  Miss  McCrea  determined 
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remove  to  Albany,  and  sent  for  bis  sister  to  return  liome  t 

make  ready  to  accouipanj  liim.     She  hosilated  lo  obey.     He  aent 

a  more  urgent  message,  representing  tlic  diinger  of  lingeriDg  near 

t!ic  flirt,  wbioti  must  inevitably  fall  into  the  bonds  of  the  enemy. 

I  Btill  sbc  lingered.     Tlic  lady  with  whom  she  was  a  gut^st  was  a 

)yoliHt,  a  fi'ienil  pf  General  Frasor ;  ber  roof  would  be  respect- 

1  ebonid  Fort  Edward  bo  captured,  what  had  Juno  to 

or  lover  waa  in  the  Britiuh  camp ;  the  capture  of  t!io 

t  would  reunite  thcin. 

Her  brother's  messages  now  became  peremptory.      She  pro- 

ircd,  reluctantly,  to  obey,  and  was  to  embark  in  a  largo  bateau 

Ueh  waa  to  conrcy  several  families  down  the  river.     Tlio  very 

ming  when  the  embarkation  was  to  take  place,  the  neiglibor- 

e  of  terror.     A  marauding-  party  of  Indiana,  sent 

t  by  Cnrgovno  to  anooy  GeneraL  Schuyler,  were  harassing  the 

nntry.     Several  of  them  burst  into  t'.io  house  of  Ulrs,  O'Xiel, 

kfccd  and  plundered  it,  and  carried  off  her  and  Miss  McCrea 

Boners.     In  her  fright  the  latter  promised  the  savages  a  largo 

mrd,  if  tbey  would  spare  her  life  and  take  her  in  safety  to 

Rtish  camp.     It  was  a  fatal  proiaiae.     Halting  at  a  spring,  a 

3  among  tho  savages,  inflamed  most  probahly  with 

bik,  as  to  whose  prize  she  was,  and'  who  was  entitled  to 

0  dispute  became  furious,  and  one,  in  a  paroxysm 

',  killed  her  on  tho  spot.     lie  completed  tho  savage  act  by 

s  nH  her  scalp  as  a  trophy. 

ral  llnrgoyne  was  struck  with  horror  when  he  hoard  of 

I  bhw>ily  deed.     What  at  first  heightened  the  atrocity  vt 

I  lint  the  Indians  had  been  aent  by  Lieutenant  Jonea  to 

,    Mct'rea  to  the  camp.     This  he  positively  denied, 

I  believed.     Burgoyne  sammoncd  a  council  of 
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the  Indian  chiefs,  in  which  he  insiBted  that  the  murderer  of 
McCrea  should  bo  given  up  to  receive  the  reward  of  lua 
The  demand  produced  a  violent  agitation.     The  cidprit 
great  warrior,  a  chief,  and  the  "wild  honor"  of  hia 
sachems  was  roused  in  his  behalf.     St  Luo  took  Borgoyne 
and  entreated  him  not  to  push  the  matter  to  extremities; 
ing  him  that,  from  what  was  passing  among  the  chiefi^  he 
sure  thej  and  their  warriors  would  all  abandon  the  army, 
the  delinquent  be  executed.     The  British  officers  also  lot 
representing  the  danger  that  might  accrue  should  the  Indinii 
turn  through  Canada,  with  their  savage  resentments  at 
or,  what  was  worse,  should  thcj  go  over  to  the  Americans. 

Burgoyne  was  thus  reluctantly  brought  to  spare  the  oi 
but  thenceforth  made  it  a  rule  that  no  party  of  Indians 
be  permitted  to  go  forth  on  a  foray  unless  under  the  condnflti 
a  British  officer,  or  some  other  competent  person,  who  shouU 
responsible  for  their  behavior. 

The  mischief  to  the  British  cause,  however,  had  been 
The  murder  of  Miss  McCrea  resounded  throughout  the 
counteracting  all  the  benefit  anticipated  from  the  terror  of 
dian  hostilities      Those  people  of  the  frontiers,  who  had 
remained  quiet,  now  flew  to  arms  to  defend  their  families  and 
sides.     In  their  exasperation  they  looked  beyond  the  savagfli^ 
their  employers.      They  abhorred  an  army,  which,  profesnif 
be  civilized,  could  league  itself  with  such  barbarians ;  and 
execrated  a  government,  which,  pretending  to  reclaim  tbeai 
subjects,  could  let  loose  such  fiends  to  desolate  their  homes. 

The  blood  of  this  unfortunate  girl,  therefore,  was  not  ibel 
Armies  sprang  up  from  it.     Her  name  passed  asanoAl 


vain. 


alarm,  along  the  banks  of  the  Hudson;  it  was  a  ndljiog  V 


\ 
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Borgo^M  ma  now  tt  Fort  Bdwud.  **  TIi«  mthH^Mtf^ 
the  Ktmj,  u  well  u  of  the  genen),  npoa  tbur  amral  •»4 
findWD  Birer,  whicli  lud  been  m  long  tbe  ofcjcet  of  ihair  k  _ 
uid  wubaa,  ma^  be  beUer  concaved  tbaa  dMcribed,"  mji  k  BMjf 
uh  writer  of  tbe  day,  Tbo  enthiuutin  of  tbe  gcMral  «m  mm 
ebeckcd,  faowcTer,  bj  qwptoma  of  ill-bninor  among  kia  Ind 
alliea.  Thef  reaented  hia  condnol  in  r^rd  to  tbe  affair  of  3 
HoCrea,  and  were  im|>atient  under  tbe  restraint  to  wbiofa  tbif 
were  nbjeolcd.  He  inspected  the  Canadian  interpreten  4f 
fomenting  this  discontent ;  tbe;  being  aocostomed  to  proAl  )f 
tbe  rafune  of  tbe  Indiana.  At  tbe  canieat  reqneat  of  St.  La^ll 
wbom  be  atiU  bad  confidence,  be  called  a  eonncil  of  the  di^ 
when,  to  his  aKtonishmeut,  the  tribe  for  wbom  that  | 
acted  aa  interpreter,  declared  tbcir  intention  of  rctaming  I 
and  demanded  hva  concurrence  and  auistancK 

Bnrgojne  waa  greatly  embarraased.     Should  be  acgnieiw^M 
would  be  to  rclinqniHfa  the  aid  of  a  force  obtained  at  an  b 
expense,  esteemed  in  England  of  great  importance,  and  wbU 
was  Bcrriceable  in  fnmisbing  tcoats  and  outposts;  jet  h*^ 
that  a  cordial  reconciliation  with  tbcm  could  onlj  he  V. 
revoking  hia   prohibitiona,  and   indulging   their  propeoaitiaN 
blood  and  rapine. 

To  bis  credit  be  it  recorded,  be  adhered  to  what  ww  ri^iH 
rejected  what  might  be  doomed  expedient.  lie 
proporition,  and  persisted  in  tbe  rcBtrainta  bo  had  impoMd^ 
them,  bat  appealed  to  the  wild  honor,  of  which  he  jet  eoMil 
them  capable,  hj  urging  tbe  ties  of  fiutb,  of  gotenw^,  tt  M 
thing  that  haa  an  inflnenee  with  ciriliied  man.  Hia  i^bmI 
peared  to  have  a  good  effect.  Some  of  the  remote  ttibw  i 
lealona  praCaaaions  of  kijaltj  and  adhesion.     Otbar^  «C  Ii 
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Canada,  only  asked  furloughs  for  parties  to  return  home  and 
gather  in  their  harvesta  These  were  readily  granted,  and  perfect 
harmony  seemed  restored.  The  next  day,  however,  the  chivalry 
of  the  wilderness  deserted  hy  scores,  laden  with  such  spoil  as 
they  had  collected  in  their  maraudings.  These  desertions  contin- 
ued from  day  to  day,  until  there  remained  in  the  camp  scarce  a 
vestige  of  the  savage  warriors  that  had  joined  the  army  at 
Skeneshorough.  * 


CHAPIER    X"?. 


IMFPIC  U  LmS  OF  BUSGOTHS^PIaAIIS  A3f  KXPSDITIOBf  It)  BBXSCUfGfVOQf- 
BXFOBB  FORT  STAXWIZ— OKSOEBAL  HEBKIMEH  AT  OUSKAaiT — B 
WITH     HIS    OFFICERS — ▲     DOOOKD    MARCH — ^A3f     AMBOBCAXHi — BAHIX  iV 
ORISKAXT — JOHN802C'8     OREKNS — DEATH   OF    HERKDiBl      tiPUU'fBD 
OF  OOLONEL  WTLUBTT — SIB  JOBS  JOHXdON  DRIVKN  TO  THB 

OF    THE   INDIANS SACKINO    OF   dIR   JOHn's  CAMP OOUKIBL  QASBIfMff 

MAC(TAIX8  ms  TOBT^OOLOSEls  WILLETT  SENT  Dl  QUBST  OV 
AT  BCHITTLSB's  CAMF. 


New  difficulties  beset  Burgoyne  at  Fort  Edward.  The  hooB 
which  had  been  contracted  for  in  Canada,  for  drafl^  burthen  nl 
saddle,  arrived  slowly  and  scantily ;  having  to  come  a  leng  dif- 
tance  through  the  wilderness.  Artillery  and  mumtions,  too,  d 
all  kinds,  had  to  be  brought  from  Ticonderoga  by  the  wtj  ' 
Lake  George.  These,  with  a  vast  number  of  boats  for  fire^ 
or  to  form  bridges,  it  was  necessary  to  transport  over  the  cuij' 
ing  places  between  the  lakes ;  and  by  land  from  Fort  Geoip  M 
Fort  Edward.  Unfortunately,  the  army  had  not  the  lequBk 
supply  of  horses  and  oxen.  So  far  from  being  able  to  bring  far 
ward  provisions  for  a  march,  it  was  with  difficulty  enoii^^  eoili 
be  furnished  to  feed  the  army  from  day  to  day. 

While  thus  situated^  Burgojme  received  intclligeoce  thai  A 
part  of  his  army  which  he  had  detached  firom  Canada  uiidi 
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Colonel  St.  Leger,  to  proceed  by  Laltc  Outario  aad  Osnego  anil 
make  a  divetsion  on  tliu  Mohawk,  had  penetrated  to  lliut  river, 
and  were  actually  investing  Furt  Stanwix,  the  stroDgholJ  of  that 
part  of  the  countnr. 

To  carry  out  the  original  plan  of  his  campaign,  it  now  be- 
I  hoovcd  Lira  to  make  a  rapid  more  down  tlie  Hudson,  ao  a^  to  ba 
at  baud  to  co-opcrute  with  St.  Luger  on  hia  approai^b  to  Albany. 
Bui  bow  was  he  to  do  ibis,  defiyient  as  bo  was  in  horses  and 
veliirlea  for  transportation  ?  In  this  dilemma  Colonel  (late  major) 
Skene,  tbo  royalist  of  iSkonosbormigli,  to  wbora,  from  his  kimwledfo 
of  all  tliis  region,  he  had  of  late  resorted  for  couuael,  informed 
biiu  that  at  Bennington,  about  twen.ty-four  mites  east  of  the  Hud- 
son, the  Amerieaos  bad  a  great  depot  of  borHCS,-  carriages,  and 
Bupplies  of  all  kind,  intended  for  their  Northern  army.  Thii 
place,  be  added,  might  easily  be  surprised,  being  guarded  by 
only  a  small  militia  force. 

An  expedition  was  immediately  set  on  foot;  not  only  to  sur- 
prise this  place,  but  to  scour  tbo  country  from  Rockingham  to 
Otter  Creek, ;  go  down  the  Coimcctieut  as  far  as  Brattleborougb, 
Kiid  return  by  the  great  road  to  Albany,  there  to  moot  Burgoyne. 
They  were  to  make  prisoners  of  ikll  officers,  civil  and  military, 
whom  they  might  meet,  acting  under  Congress ;  to  tax  the  towns 
where  they  halted  with  every  thing  they  stood  in  need  of,  and 
_WiDg  off  all  horses  fit  for  the  dragoons,  or  for  battalion  service, 
■ith  as  many  saddles  and  bridles  us  could  be  fouud. 

They  were  every  where  to  give  out  that  this  was  the  van- 
piard  of  the  British  army,  which  would  soon  follow  on  its  way 
D  Boston,  and  would  be  joined  by  the  army  from  Rhode  laluiid. 

relating  tbo  events  of  this  expedition,  wo  will  turn 
>tiee  those  of  tbo  detachment  uuder  St.  Legcr,  with  which  it 


190  Lm  or  wABuwatos. 

WM    intended   to  oo-operete,  awl  «hi«h  «aa    ianrtlag 
Sd»ifl«r. 

Tbu  brt,  built  id  1756,  on  Um  nU  of  ui  old  7r«iuh 
tion,  kod  femerlj  called  Port  Stanwis,  from  a  BriUah  gi 
that  DUBO,  w»s  aitoated  on  tbe  right  banl  uT  lliu  Muliuvlc  RKa 
at  the  head  of  iU  oavigatioo,  and  coiuiii;iuirLTi(;  tLo  carrv iug-pUl» 
betwooB  it  tod  Wood  Creek,  wbencu  tin.'  bouti  pa.iied  to 
Oneida  Itake,  tbe  0<wcgo  River,  and  Lako  Ootario.  It 
thus  a  Ice;  to  the  intercourse  between  tl[^r  Canada  ami 
valley  of  the  Mohawk.  The  fart  was  oqnare,  with  four 
aod  WH  origitutlljr  a  place  of  strength ;  having  bomb-proof 
•sines,*  deep  nioat  and  drawbridfie, a  salt;  port,  and 
waj.  In  the  long  interval  of  peace  aabacqnent  to  tho 
war,  it  bad  fallen  to  decay.  Recently  it  bad  boea 
order  of  General  Sohnyler,  and  had  received  bis  name.  It 
garrisoned  bj  seven  hundred  and  fiftjt  Coatinental  troops  from 
York  and  Htasachosetts,  and  was  under  tbe  ooounand  of 
Gaosevoort  of  the  New  York  line,  a  stout-hearted  oficer  el 
descent,  who  had  served  under  General  Montgomery  in 

It  was  a  n)0tlcy  force  which  appeared  before  it ;  Briti^ 
■ian.  Royalist,  Canadian  and  Indian,  nbont  aovealoea 
in  alL  Among  them  were  St.  Leger's  rangers  and  Sit 
Johnson's  royalist  corps,  called  his  greens.  Many  of  tha' 
had  followed  Sir  John  into  Canada  from  tbe  valley  of  lb 
hawk,  and  were  now  returned  to  bring  the  horrors  of  war 
their  former  neighbors.  Tbe  Indians,  their  worthy  tl^n, 
led  by  the  Guqouh  Brant. 

On  the  Sd  of  August,  St.  Lc^r  sent  in  a  iag  widi « 
mons  to  surrender ;  aoeompanied  by  a  proolamatioa  m  ^j^ 
q)irit  similar  to  that  recently  iiiued  by  Bui;goyiH,  auA  lit 
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to  openib!  on  the  garrison.  Both  his  summons  and  his  proolama- 
lioa  were  diti regarded.  He  now  set  hia  troops  to  work  to  fortify 
h'la  camp  nod  clear  obstructions  from  Wood  Creek  and  the  roada, 
for  the  trnDsporlatiuD  of  artillerj-  and  provisions,  oad  sent  out 
Enouling  particH  of  Indians  in  all  directions,  to  out  off  all  com- 
lauiiication  of  tlic  garrison  with  the  surrounding  country.  A 
few  shells  «ere  thrown  into  the  fort.  The  chief  annoyance  of 
tlio  garrison  was  fj'om  the  Indiana  firing  with  their  riOes  from 
behind  trees  on  those  busied  in  repairing  the  parapets.  At  night 
.  they  seemed  completely  to  surround  the  fart,  filling  llic  woods 
Hth  their  yells  and  bowlings. 

On  the  6th  of  August,  three  men  made  their  way  into  tiio 

t  through  a  swamp,  which  the  enemy  had  deemed  impas:i.iblo, 

key  brought  the  cheeriog  intelligence  that  General  Herkimer, 

e  veteran  commander  of  the  mvLilia  of  Tryon  County,  was  at 

Driekany,  about  eight  miles  dislant,  with   upwards  of  eight  hun- 

[drcd  men.     The  people  of  that  country  were  many  of  them  of 

origin ;  some  of  them   Germans   by  hirih.     Herkimer 

LS  among  the  former-  a  large  and  powerful  man,  about  sixty- 

liars  of  age.     Ho  rcciuestcd    Colonel  Ganacvoort,  through 

o  messengers,  lo  firu  three  signal-guua  on  receiving  word  of 

k  vicinage ;  upon  bcariug  which,  lie  would  endeavor  to  force  his 

f  tu  tliu  fort,  deptinding  upon  the  co-operaliou  of  Uie  garria 
I   The  moasengcra  had  heen  despotched  by  Herkimer  on  i 

bg  of  the  0th,  and  he  hod  calculated  that  they  would  reach 
B  fort  ot  a  very  early  hour  iu  the  morning.     Through  some  ■ 

y  did  not  reach  it  until  between  t^n  and  eleven  o'clock. 
IDMjfOort  instantly  complied  with  the  message.  Three  signol- 
s  fired,  and  Colonel  Willett,  of  the  New  York  Conti- 
totaJs,  with  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  and  an  iron  three- pounder 
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wu  detmcbad  to  luko  «  diranum,  hj  ■Hn'Mng  tbst  piVk«^ri|i|j 
CDemj'i  ounp  oeonpiad  bjr  J<^ii80ti  ud  his  royslutt. 

Tha  deUjr  of  the  mtmengtn  in  Um  nii^t,  bow«r«r, 
oertod  tbo  plan  of  H«rkim«r.     H«  nunliAlied  hia  tnwpa  ky  4qp 
break  and  waited  for  the  ugnal-gana.    Hoar  aftar  boor  A)Mfc 
bat  so  gnn  was  heard.     Hia  oSoers  becanu  iniMtient  of  M|tf 
aod  urged  aa  immediate  maroh.     Herkimer  repreeentcd  tftat  tt^ 
were  too  weak  to  forc«  their  way  to  the  fort  without  rehifen^ 
menta,  or  without  bebg  rare  of  oo-operatioD  from  theg»rriaon,afid 
waa  still  for  awaiting  the  prcooDoerted  signala.    High  worda 
between  him  and  two  of  hia  offioera.     He  had  a  brotli 
other  relatiree  among  the  enemj,  and  hence  there   wb« 
douhts  of  hia  fidelity;  though  they  eabscqucntly  proved  to  ba< 
merited.     Coloneb  Cox  and  Paria  wcro  particnlarlj  tu;gi 
an   advance,  and   anspicioiu  of  the   motirea  for   holdit^ 
Paris  waa  a  prominent  man  in  Tryon  Connty,  and  member  d 
the  committee  of  safety,  and  in  compliance  with  the  wiaha  •( 
that  committee,  accompanied  Herkimer  as  hia  Tolanteer  via 
Loeiug  his  tapper  in  the  dispute,  he  accused  tht  Utter  of  lfi| 
cither  a  tory  or  a  coward.     "  No,"  replied  the  brare  old  man,'! 
feel  toward  you  all  aa  a  father,  and  will  not  lead  jov  into 
from  which  I   cannot  extrioate  yon."     His  disoretiotk,  hoffimff^ 
was  overpowered  by  repeated  taunts,  and  he  at  length,  ahevt 
o'clock,  gave  the  word  to  march ;  intimating,  however,  lbt|l 
who  were  the  moat  eager  to  advance,  would  he  Um  I 
away. 

The  mardi  waa  rather  dogged  and  irregular,  nun! 
humor  between  the  general  and  hia  ofGcen.  Goloadi  ^ 
Coz  advised  him  to  throw  out  a  reconnoitring  par^l^l 
vanoe,  but  he  diaregarded  their  adrice,  and  perbifV  i^^ 
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WBitioii  to  it,  neglected  ao  necessiiry  a.  precaution.     About  ten 

■l^clock  tbej  came  to  a  place  nhcrc  tbe  road  was  carried  qq  n 

■causcwa;  of  ]oga  across  a  deep  mamby  raiioe,  between  high  level 

The  mala  diriston  descended  Into  the  ravine,  followed  by 

ic  baggage- waggons.     Tbcy  had  scarcely  crossed  it,  when  eocniieB 

ttuidenly  sprang  up  in  front  and  on  either  iide,  with  deadly  volleys 

jskctry,  and  deafening  yelU  and  war-whoops.     In  fact,  Sl 

Leger,  appri^ud  by  bin  eeouts  of  their  intended  approach,  had  sent  a 

force  t«  waylay  them.     This  vins  composed  of  a  divi:ilon  of  John- 

o's  greens,  led  by  bis  brother-in-law,  Slajor  Wattd ;  a  uoTnpany  of 

Ugers  under  Colouel  Butler,  a  refugee  from  this  neighborhood, 

dftiitroug  body  of  ludians  under  Brant     The  troops  were 

kktioned  in  front  just  bcyund  the  ravine ;  the  Indians  along  each 

:  of  the  road.     The  plan  of  the  ambuscade  wai  to  let  the 

the  Anicrirans  pa^  the  ravine  ar.d  advance  between  the 

toneealed  parties,  when  the  attack  was  to  bo  commenced  by  tbe 

in  front,  after  which,  the  Indians  were  to  fall  on  the  Amer- 

n  rear  and  cut  off  all  retreat. 

The  savages,  however,  coold  not  restrain  their  natural  fero- 

Bjty  and  hold  back  as  ordered,  but  diseburgcd  their  rifles  simol' 

lualy  with  the  troops,  and  instantly  rushed  forward  with 

^ara  and  tomahawks,  yelling  like  dcmoos,  and  commenoing  a 

i^dful  butchery.     The  rearguard,  which  had  not  entered  the 

treated.     The  main  body,  though  thrown  into  confusion, 

fended  themselves  bravely.    One  of  those  severe  conflicts  ensued, 

■n  Indian  warfare,  where  the  combatants  lake  poat  with 

jeir  rifles,  behbd  rook  and  tree,  or  come  to  deadly  struggle  with 

e  and  tomabawk. 

Tbe  v«teraQ  OerkiiDer  vaa  wounded  early  in  tbe  actioa 

iket  ball  shattered  bis  leg  jnst  below  the  knee,  billing  fail 

vol-  lu. — 7' 
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horse  at  the  Mine  time.  He  made  his  men  place  him  on  hk 
saddle  at  the  foot  of  a  large  beach  tree,  against  the  tnink  of' 
ik'hich  he  leaned,  continuing  to  give  his  orders. 

The  regulars  attempted  to  charge  with  the  bajoftet ;  but  the 
Americans  formed  themselves  in  circles  back  to  back,  and  ie> 
pclled  them.  A  heavy  storm  of  thunder  and  rain  caused  a  tea- 
porary  lull  to  the  fight,  during  which  the  patriots  changed  their 
ground.  Some  of  them  stationed  themselves  in  pain  behind 
trees ;  so  that  when  one  had  fired  the  other  could  cover  him  until 
he  had  reloaded  ;  for  the  savages  were  apt  to  runh  up  with  knifc 
and  tomahawk  the  moment  a  man  had  di»chargi*d  his  pieea 
Johnson's  greens  cnme  up  to  sustain  the  Indians,  who  were  gift- 
ing way,  and  now  was  tlir  liiTCost  ]iart  of  the  fight.  OKI  neigh- 
bors met  in  deadly  fi>ud ;  former  intimacy  gave  bitterness  It 
present  hate,  and  war  was  literally  carried  to  the  knife  ;  for  tki 
bodies  of  combatants  were  afterwards  found  on  the  field  of 
battle,  grappled  in  deat!!,  with  the  hand  still  grasping  the  knift 
pliui'ioil  in  a  neighbor's  heart.  The  very  savages  seemed  in^Mit' 
with  uiiu.-ual  ferocity  by  tiie  confusion  and  death  struggle  arou' 
them,  and  the  sight  of  their  prime  warriors  and  favorite  tUA 
shot  down.  In  their  blind  fury  they  attacked  the  white  men  it- 
discriminatcly,  friend  or  foe,  so  that  in  this  chance-medley  IjgM 
many  of  Sir  John^s  greens  were  slain  by  his  own  Indian  alliea 

A  confusion  reigns  over  the  accounts  of  this  fight ;  in  wkii 
every  one  saw  little  but  what  occurred  in  his  immediate  Tieiait^ 
The   Indians,   at   length,   having   lo.st    many   of    their  bravi' 
warriors,  gave  the  retreating  cry,  Oonah !  Oonah !  and  iM  ^J 
the   woods.     The  greens  and  rangers,  hearing  a  firing  in  tW| 
direction  of  the  fort,  feared  an  attack  upon   their  euaf, 
hastened  to  its  defence,  carrying  off  with  them  many 
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Ik  Americans  did  Dot  pnraae  them,  bat  placing  their  wounded 
on  litters  made  of  branches  of  trees,  returned  to  Oriskanj. 
Both  parties  hare  chiimed  the  victory ;  but  it  does  not  appear 
tittt  either  was  entitled  to  it.  The  dead  of  both  parties  lay  for 
daj8  unboried  on  the  field  of  action,  and  a  wounded  officer  of  the 
CDenj  (Major  Watts)  remained  there  two  days  anrelieved,  until 
^nnd  by  an  Indian  scout.  It  would  seem  as  if  each  party  gladly 
ikadoned  this  scene  of  one  of  the  most  savage  conflicts  of  the 
Berolation.  The  Americans  had  two  hundred  killed,  and  a  num- 
kr  wounded.  Several  of  these  were  officers.  The  loss  of  the 
Qemy  is  thought  to  have  been  equally  great  as  to  numbers ;  but 
then  the  difference  in  value  between  regulars  and  militia !  the 
former  often  the  refuse  of  mankind,  mere  hirelings,  whereas 
VDong  the  privates  of  the  militia,  called  out  from  their  homes  to 
defend  their  neighborhood,  were  many  of  the  worthiest  and  most 
Y^uahle  of  the  yeomanry.     The  premature  haste  of  the  Indians 

• 

Ml  attacking,  had  saved  the  Americans  from  being  completely  sur- 
JWiDded.  The  rear-guard,  not  having  entered  the  defile,  turiu  <1 
tod  made  a  rapid  retreat,  but  were  pursued  by  the  Indians,  anJ 
•offered  greatly  in  a  running  fight.  We  may  add  that  those  who 
wd  been  most  urgent  with  General  Herkimer  for  this  move- 
^"■^t,  were  among  the  first  to  suffer  from  it.  Colonel  Cox  was 
*^ot  down  at  the  first  fire,  so  was  a  son  of  Colonel  Paris ;  the 
^loDel  himself  was  taken  prisoner,  and  fell  beneath  the  toma- 
wk  of  the  famous  Red  Jacket. 

As  to  General  Herkimer,  he  was  conveyed  to  his  residence 
^  the  Mohawk  River,  and  died  nine  days  after  the  battle,  not  so 
Hwch  from  his  wound  as  from  bad  surgery ;  sinking  gradually 
iiroagh  loss  of  blood  from  an  unskilful  amputation.  He  died 
ike  a  philosopher  and  a  Christian,  smoking  his  pipe  and  reading 
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his  Bible  to  the  \a»i.     His  name  has  been  giren  to  a  eoimtj  m 
that  part  of  the  State.  • 

The  aortie  of  Colonel  Willett  had  been  spirited  and  anceeaaliiL 
He  attacked  the  encampmenta  of  8ir  John  Johnaon  and  the 
Indians,  which  were  coiitiguou.<i,  and  ptrong  detachments  of  which 
were  absent  on  the  ambuscade.  Sir  John  and  his  men  wen 
driFcn  to  the  river;  the  Indians  fled  to  the  woods.  WiDctt 
sacked  their  camps ;  loaded  waggons  with  camp  equipage,  dol- 
ing, blankets,  and  stores  of  all  kinds,  seized  the  baggmge  wai 
papers  of  Sir  John  and  of  several  of  his  officers,  and  retnatel 
safely  to  the  fort,  just  as  St.  Legi*r  was  coming  up  with  a  power 
ful  reinforcement  Five  colors,  which  he  had  brooglil  aw^ 
with  him  as  trophies,  were  displayed  under  the  flag  of  the  fbct, 
while  his  men  gave  three  cheers  from  the  ramparts. 

St.  Leger  now  endeavored  to  operate  on  the  fears  of  th6gl^ 
rison.  II is  prisoners,  it  is  said,  were  compelled  to  write  a  letto; 
giving  dismal  accounts  of  the  affair  of  Oriskany,  and  of  theiS' 
jMissibility  of  getting  any  succor  to  thegarrisim;  of  the  prolabi' 
ity  tliat  Burgoyuc  and  his  army  wen?  then  bi'fore  Albanj,  td  M  ^ 
advising  surrender  to  prevent  inevitable  destruction.  It  if  pi*^|  ch 
able  they  were  persuaded,  rather  than  compelled,  to  writt  ^B  l^ 
letter,  which  took  its  tone  from  their  own  depressed  feelingi  i^l  k 
the  misrepresentations  of  those  around  them.  St.  Leger  M>*l  i)c 
panied  the  letter  with  warnings  that,  should  the  garrison  po^'l  irr 
in  resistance,  he  would  not  Ite  able  to  restrain  the  fiujflf  ifiiit 
savages ;  who,  though  held  in  check  for  the  present,  thitalVVtv^ 
if  further  provoked,  to  revenge  the  deaths  of  their  wanion  4ic 


*  Some  of  the  pmrticoUn  of  tlii«  action  were  given  to  the  aadwr  If'' 
of  Colonel  Pari^ 
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ciue&  bj  slaughtering  the  garnsoD,  and  laying  waste  the  whole 
nllej  of  the  Mohawk. 

All  this  &iling  to  shake  the  resolution  of  Oansevoort,  St 
L^r  next  issued  an  appeal  to  the  inhabitants  of  Tryon  County, 
igned  by  their  old  neighbors,  Sir  John  Johnson,  Colonel  Claus 
nd  Colonel  Butler,  promising  pardon  and  protection  to  all  who 
(lioiild  sabmit  to  royal  authority,  and  urging  them  to  send  a  de- 
I  potatioa  of  their  principal  men  to  overcome  the  mulish  obstinacy 
tf  tbe  garrison,  and  save  the  whole  surrounding  country  from  In- 
^  nvage  and  massacre.  The  people  of  the  county,  however, 
vere  as  little  to  bo  moved  as  the  garrison. 

St  Leger  now  began  to  lose  heart  The  fort  proved  more 
capable  of  defence  than  he  had  anticipated.  His  artillery  was 
*<»  ligbt,  and  the  ramparts,  being  of  sod,  were  not  easily  battered. 
He  was  obliged  reluctantly  to  resort  to  the  slow  process  of  sap- 
ping and  mining,  and  began  to  make  regular  approaches. 

Gansevoort,  seeing  the  siege  was  likely  to  be  protracted, 
^esolved  to  send  to  Greneral  Schuyler  for  succor.  Colonel  Wil- 
fett  Tolunteered  to  undertake  the  perilous  errand.  He  was  ac- 
companied by  Lieutenant  Stockwell,  an  excellent  woodsman,  who 
Bcrred  as  a  guide.  They  left  the  fort  on  the  10th,  after  dark, 
by  a  sally  port,  passed  by  the  British  sentinels  and  close  by  the 
lodian  camp,  without  being  discovered,  and  made  their  way 
^ugb  bog  and  morass  and  pathless  forests,  and  all  kinds  of 
>^  and  hardships,  until  they  reached  the  German  Flats  on  the 
Mohawk.  Here  Willett  procured  a  couple  of  horses,  and  by 
<iint  of  hoof  arrived  at  the  camp  of  General  Schuyler  at  Still- 
water. A  change  had  come  over  the  position  of  that  comman- 
der four  days  previous  to  the  arrival  of  Colonel  AVillett,  as  wc 

dbil  relate  in  the  ensuing  chapter. 
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CHAPTER   XVI, 

•nrerum  muifl  op  nnc  affaib  op  orimcaxt — ArrLnn  fob 

MRHTt^lllJI  APPPJiL    TO    TIIR    PATRIOTIHM   OP    RTARK — MTRrTUn    I 

iisi>Ri>^niii  contivcr  mniRFpo!! — iiRLiP.r  hrht  to  pokt  stahwix 

JIOLh  YOLUJOICRIIII  to   rriNDCCT  IT— t'HAXOK   OP  ENrAMPXnrr— TAV 

iimcRMiNATio!(   IIP   M-iirvMcn — i>p-T.\riiME!rr   op   the   r.!(RsiT   ah 

HKNNINOTO!!— <IEKMAN.S  AND  TIIEIR  IMHIAX  AIJJRH — BAFM,  THR  HI 
IJtAnRH — UTARR  in  the  PIEU>-~MCRTERI!tO  OP  TIIR  MIUTIA — A  I 
ORRRNT    PARAON — nATTLR   OP  BRNNIXOTON — DRRYMAR   TO    THK    BBl 

IIOITTRI>~RECr.ITIO!f     OP  THR    NEWS   IN    THC     RIVAL    GAMn WAMMK 

Vnum  RRW   RNOLAND  TO   FOLLOW    CF  TUB   BLOW. 

RriifTTLiCR  wim  in  All)any  in  tho  early  part  of  Angusi,  mi 
Ktirrinj;^  appcaln  in  o very  direction  for  reinforcements.  Bur{ 
w;iN  advancing  upon  him  ;  he  had  received  news  of  the  disfts 
affiiir  of  Orihkany,  and  the  death  of  General  Herkimer,  mud 
Oil  County  wan  crying  to  him  for  assiAtanco.  One  or  his  ap 
was  to  tho  votcmn  John  Stark,  the  comrade  of  Putnam  ii 
French  war  and  tlio  hattle  of  Bunker '8  Hill.  He  had  his 
in  tho  Hampshire  Ci rants,  and  his  name  was  a  tower  of  stn 
among  the  Green  Mimntain  Boys.  But  Stark  was  soured 
government,  and  had  retired  from  service,  his  name  haTii^ 
omitted  in  the  list  of  promotions.  Hearing  that  he  was  oo  a 
to  Lincoln's  camp  at  Manchcncor,  Schuyler  wrote  to  thai  gss 
*  Assure  General  Stark  that  I  havu  a^t|uaiuted  Cot^grsaid 
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B!tn&tion,  uxl  that  I  trust  and  entreat  be  vill,  ta  tbe  prwent 
nUrining  criaisi,  wftive  his  right;  the  grcAter  the  McriGee  he 
makus  to  bis  feelings,  the  greater  vill  be  the  honor  due  to  him 
for  not  h&ving  suffered  any  consideration  whatever,  to  ooine  in 
competition  with  the  weal  of  his  country :  ontreul  bini  to  march 
immediately  to  our  army." 

Schuyler  had  instant  call  to  practise  the  very  virtue  he  was 
inculc&ting.  lie  nas  about  to  mount  bis  horse  on  the  lOtb,  t« 
return  to  the  uamp  at  Stillwater,  wlien  a  despatch  from  Congress 
was  put  into  hia  baud  ooiitaintng  the  resolves  which  rocullud  bini 
to  attend  a  court  of  inquiry  about  the  affair  of  Ticonderogu.  uud 
rctjucsted  Washington  to  appoiut  an  officer  to  succeed  him. 

Schuyler  felt  deeply  tbo  indignity  of  being  thus  recoiled  at  a 
lime  when  an  engagement  was  apparently  at  band,  but  endeavored 
to  console  himself  with  the  certainty  that  a  thorough  investigation 
of  hia  Cfinduet  would  prove  bow  much  ho  was  entitled  to  the 
lliBiiks  of  his  country.  He  intimated  t'le  same  in  bis  reply  to 
Congres-s ;  in  the  mean  time,  ho  considered  it  his  duty  to  remain 
■  tt  his  post  until  his  successor  should  arrive,  or  some  officer  in 
Ltho  department  be  nominated  to  the  command.  Returning, 
reforo,  to  the  camp  at  StiUvrntcr,  ho  continued  to  conduct  the 
3  of  the  army  with  unremitting  leaL  "  Until  tbo  country 
bio  safety."  said  he,  "  I  will  stifle  my  resentment." 

nis  first  care  was  to  send  relief  to  Ganaevoort  and  bis  belca- 

lered   garrison.     Eight  hundred  men  were  all  that  he   could 

e  from  bis  army  in  its  present  threatened  etate.     A  spirited 

a>d  effective  officer  was  wanted  to  lead  them.     Arnold  was  in 

•'atnp;  recently  sent  on  as  an  efficient  coadjutor,  by  Washington; 

^BS  waa  to  a  state  of  eiasperatiou  against  the  government,  having 

^^b|  learnt  that  the  question  of  rank  bad  been  decided  agaiuat 
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Um  in  Congren.  Indeed,  he  would  hare  retired  iiutantlj 
tbc  service,  had  not  Sehayler  preTalled  on  him  to  renuun  maA 
the  inipendiiig  danger  was  orer.  It  was  hardly  to  be  ezpedad, 
that  iu  hi.4  irritated  mood  he  would  aoecpt  the  eomnuud  of  tke 
detachment,  if  offered  to  him.  Arnold,  however,  was  a  comfa«»> 
tible  character.  The  opportunity  of  an  exploit  flashed  on  hii 
adventurous  spirit.  lie  stepped  promptly  forward  and  toIbb- 
teered  to  lead  the  enterprise.  ^'  No  public  nor  private  injoiy  or 
iusult/*  said  he,  ^  shall  prevail  on  me  to  forsako  the  cause  of  uj 
injured  and  oppressed  country,  until  I  see  peace  and  liberty  r¥ 
st4)red  to  her,  or  nobly  die  in  the  attempt'^  * 

After  the  departure  of  this  detacliment,  it  was  nnanirooalf 
determined  in  a  council  of  war  of  Schuyler  and  his  genera! 
officers,  that  the  post  at  Stillwater  was  altogether  untenable  vilh 
their  actual  force ;  part  of  the  army,  thtTcforc,  retired  to  tk 
islands  at  the  fords  on  the  mouth  of  the  Mubawk  River,  where  it 
cnipticit  into  the  Hudson,  and  a  brigade  was  posted  above  thi 
Falls  of  the  Mohawk,  called  the  Cohoes,  to  prevent  the 
from  crossing  there.  It  was  considered  a  strong  position, 
they  could  not  be  attacked  without  great  disadvanti^  to  thi 
assailant. 

The  feelings  of  Schuyler  were  more  and  more  excited  as  thi 
game  of  war  appeared  drawing  to  a  crisis.  **  I  am  resolvrfi' 
writes  he  to  his  friend  Duane,  "  to  inak(*  another  aaorifioe  to  if 
country,  and  risk  the  censure  of  Coii^rress  by  remaining  in  fHk 
quarter  after  1  am  relieved,  and  bringing  up  the  militia  lo  Ai 
support  of  thb  weak  army.*' 

As  yet  he  did  not  know  who  was  to  be  his  suooemr  ia  All 
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inmaiKl.     A  letter   from    Dag 
IB  tlie  man. 


informed  iiira   tbat    General 


Still  the  uoblo  part  of  Scliuyler's  nature  was  in  the  afioendant. 
f  Your  fears  mny  he  up,"  writes  he  in  reply,  "  lest  the  ill-treat- 
t  I  have  experienced  at  bis  liands,  slionld  so  far  get  the 
better  of  my  judgment  as  to  embarra^  him.  Do  not,  my  deur 
friend,  be  uneasy  on  that  account.  I  am  incapable  of  saerifioing 
my  country  to  a  resentment,  however  just;  and  I  trust  I  shall 
give  an  example  of  what  a  good  oitiien  ought  to  do  when  ho  is  in 

ill  now  take  a  riew  of  occurrences  on  the  right  and  left 
r  Burgiiyne,  and  ahow  the  effect  of  Scbuyler'a  meaaures,  poorly 
M>nd(--d  as  they  wore,  in  crippling  and  straitening  the  invading 
And  first,  we  will  treat  of  the  expedition  against  Ben- 
Knglou.  Tliia  was  a  central  place,  whither  the  live  slack  was 
a  from  variooa  parts  of  the  Hampshire  Grants,  and  whenoe 
irneriean  army  derived  hi  supplies.  It  was  a  great  deposit, 
>,  of  gnkin  of  various  kinds,  and  of  wheel  carriages  ;  the  usual 
8  militia,  varying  from  day  to  day.  Bennington  was  to 
Bed.  The  country  was  to  be  scoured  from  Rockingham 
1  Otter  Creek  in  quest  of  provisions  for  the  army,  horties  and 
u  for  draft,  and  horses  for  the  cavalry.  All  public  magaiiiies 
e  to  bo  sacked.  All  cattle  belonging  to  royalists,  and  which 
nld  bo  spared  by  their  owners,  were  to  he  paid  for.  All  rebel 
Hks  and  herds  were  to  bo  driven  sway. 

GeuernlH  Phillips  and  Riedesel  demurred  strongly  to  the 
pedilion,  but  their  counsels  wcrv  outweighed  by  those  of  Co- 
tnul  Skene,  the  royalist.  lie  knew,  hu  eaid,  all  tbc  country 
lereabout.  The  inhabitants  were  as  five  to  one  in  favor  of  the 
ac,  and  would  be  prompt  to  turn  out  on  the  first  appear- 
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ar^'^A  rd  a  prylcetiiig  armj.     He  was  to  aeeoHpaaj  tlM  «q 
t '.:.    xxA  maeb  wm  expected  from  kii  pemoal  iaAMBoa 

ft'jl.V»ritT. 

Li<:iiU:&ant-coloiiel  Baom  was  to  eommaiid  fSbtt  detacka 
If'.-  Lad  under  him.  aroordiog  to  Bargoyne,  two  huadiwd 
uvriuuA  dragofinii  of  the  regiment  of  Riedeael,  Captain  Fra 
iiiarkjifuen,  which  were  the  oulv  Britiah.  ail  the  Canadiaa  tc 
t'-frr**,  a  p^rty  of  the  provincials  who  perfectly  knew  the  eon 
ohf;  haudrc«l   In'lian.^,  and  two   light   pieces  of  cannon. 
viIioIa  detachrnfrut  amounted  to  about  fire  hundred  men. 
flra;?«Kfrifi,  it  wan  frzpfctvd,  would  supply  themselves  with  he 
in  the  criufrtf;  of  thf*  foray:  and  a  skeleton  corps  of  roya 
woiiM  Ix!  Gllffl  up  liy  rceruitfl. 

Thf;  (icrni:iiiH  had  no  groat  liking  for  the  Indians  as  fel 
raiiif»nl«rnfTrt ;  I'Mjiecially  tlios^e  who  had  come  from  Upper  Cai 
undfT  St.  Luc.  "  Thc.HC  navagoA  arc  heathens,  huge,  warlike 
i:ntcr|iriHi!%  but  wicked  as  Satan/*  writes  a  Hessian  off 
'*  S'lino  Huy  they  arc  cannibals,  but  I  do  not  believe  it ;  tbo 
in  tlu'ir  fury  they  will  tear  the  flesh  off  their  enemies  with  tl 
tiTtli.  Thry  have  a  murtial  air,  and  th(;ir  wild  ornaments  bea 
tliriii/**  St.  Luc,  who  commanded  them,  had  been  a  terror 
thi*  Kii;;li^h  ooliuii.sts  in  the  French  war,  and  it  was  intimi 
that  he  |M)HNeH}H;d  great  treabures  of  '^  old  English  scalps.'' 
and  his  warriorn,  however,  had  disappeared  from  camp  since  I 
tilTiiir  of  Miss  MrCrea.  The  present  were  Indians  from  Loi 
i*anada. 

Tlio  ehoiee  of  (lerman  troops  for  this  foray,  was  much  sdM 
at  by  the  British  officers.     *'  A  corps  could  not  have  been  IM 

•  ScUuMr*!  BricfwecUael,  Th.  iiu  U«lt  avO. 
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in  the  vbole  ■rmj,"  said  they,  "  8i>  unGt  for  a  service  rcigairlug 
npidit;  of  inotioD,  ns  RicdeBcl's  drogoons.  The  very  lint  aud 
ewoTd  of  cue  of  them  weighed  nearly  as  much  as  the  wliolo 
oqaipmcnt  of  a  British  soldier.  The  worst  British  regiment  in 
the  sen-ice  would  march  two  miles  to  their  one," 

To  ha  nearer  at  hand  in  cose  assistance  should  be  rcquin^d, 
Burgoync  encamped  on  the  cast  side  of  llic  Hudson,  nearly  oppo- 
eiif  Siiratogn,  throwing  over  a  bridge  of  boatt  by  whieh  General 
Fruser,  with  the  advanced  guard,  crossed  to  that  place.  Colonel 
Baam  sot  out  from  camp  at  break  of  duy,  on  the  13th  of  August. 
All  that  had  been  predicted  of  bis  movomonts  woa  Terificd. 
The  badneu  of  the  road,  the  excessive  heat  of  the  weather,  and 
I  thu  want  of  carriages  aud  horses  wore  olleged  in  exeose;  bnt 
^ftlow  and  unapt  men  ever  meet  with  impediments.  Soma  cstllc, 
I   and   waggons,  were    captured   at  Cambridge  ;  a  few  horses 

0  were  brought  in ;  but  the  Indians  killed  or  drove  off  all  that 
bll  into  their  hands,  unless  they  were  paid  in  caah  for  their 

"  The  oonntry  people  of  these  parts,"  writes  the  Ilessiau 
r,  "  came  in  crowds  to  Governor  Skene,  as  ho  woa  called, 

1  took  the  oath  of  allegiance ;  but  even  these  faithless  people," 
'  were  sabsequently  our  blllerest  assailants." 

was  too  slow  a  man  to  tnko  a  place  by  surprise.  Tlio 
>ple  of  Bennington  heard  nf  his  approach  and  were  on  tho 
The  veteran  Stark  was  there  with  eight  or  nine  hundred 
♦•"oofis.  During  the  late  alarms  the  inilitin  of  the  State  had  been 
"■"■nned  into  two  brigades,  one  to  be  commanded  by  General  Wil- 
'  •  ''til  Whipple ;  Stark  had  with  difficulty  been  prevailed  upon  to 
~ '  ''vpt  the  command  of  the  other,  upon  the  express  condition  that 
[^  ahtiulil  not  be  obliged  to  join  the  main  army,  but  should  b 
own  diborutiun,  to  make  war  in  his  own  partisan  style. 
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tiorering  about  Um  cocmj  in  tlMir  mtrdi  tkra*^  tb*  ooaaliT^ 
aud  uoouiitiiblo  to  uoao  bat  tbo  authoritiei  of  Nnr  HunpiUR. 

Gonenl  Linooln  hftd  infonDcd  Stuk  of  tb*  orders  of  G» 
eral  Sebuyler,  that  all  tho  militia  iboold  rfljwir  to  Stillwater,  hri 
tho  reteran  refuHd  to  comply.  He  had  taken  np  amw,  IhwJ, 
in  a  nraiMbt  of  exigenej,  lo  defend  the  neif^iborlioodi,  ^^ 
wonld  bo  oxpoaed  to  tlio  nv^gea  of  tho  onemj,  eboold  W  l| 
it,  and  ba  beld  himself  aocounlabto  eoleljp  to  the  antborltlM 
New  Hainpabire.  This  act  of  icutubordiiiatioa  might  hare 
Tolved  tho  doughtj  hut  aomcwhat  toat;  old  gonoral  iu  iiab>e^aM 
difficaltj,  bad  not  hia  eword  carved  out  an  ample  ozonaa  for  U^ 

Bavbig  heard  that  lodians  bad  appeared  at  C«Bibr4|| 
twelve  milea  to  the  north  of  Bennington,  on  the  13th,  ha 
out  two  bnndred  men  under  Colonel  Gregg  in  quest  <4  theat. 
tho  course  of  the  nigbt  ho  learnt  that  tliejr  wore  mero  aoon 
advance  of  a  force  marching  upon  Bennington.  Ho  iminidiifijy 
rallied  his  brigade,  called  out  the  militia  of  the  nei^iborhe^ 
and  Bent  off  for  Colonel  Scth  Warner  (the  quondam  afsociala 
Ethan  Alleo)  and  bis  regiment  of  militia,  who  were  with  0| 
eral  Linooln  at  Manchester. 

Linooln  instantly  detached  them,  and  Warner  and  bk  a 
marched  all  night  through  drenching  rain,  arriring  at  SM 
camp  in  the  morning,  dripping  wet. 

Stark  left  them  at  Bennington  to  dry  and  rest  tbemadil 
and  then  to  follow  on ;  in  t^e  mean  time,  be  pushed  forwail 
with  his  men  to  anpport  the  pari;  sent  out  the  preceding  i 
under  Gregg,  in  quest  of  the  Indians.  lie  met  them  abovtl 
miles  off,  in  full  retreat,  Baum  and  his  force  a  mile  in  thotrjl' 

Stark  halted  and  prepufed  for  action.  Baua  alan  ImM 
posted  himself  on  a  high  ground  at  a  bend  of  tbe  littln  ■ 
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I  'WDllDomsPoick,  Mid  began  to  intrcDcli  himeielf     Sturk  fell  back 

k  niile,  to  wait  for  roinforcemcnts  and  draw  down  Buum  from  hU 

rong  position.      A  skirmish  took  place  between  the  advance 

lards  1  thirty   of  Vaum's  men   nere   killed  tmd   two   Indioii 

liicfs. 

D  incescaDt  rain  on  the  Ifiih  prevented  an  atlack  on  Baum's 
BBDip,  bot  ihero  waa  continual  skirmishing.  The  colonel  strength- 
introDcliments,  and  Bnding-  he  had  a  larger  force  to  con- 
J  with  than  he  had  anticipated,  sent  off  in  all  haste  to  Bur- 
^nc  for  reinforcements.  Colonel  Breymnn  marched  off  imnie- 
Utcljr,  with  five  hundred  Eeasian  grenadiers  and  infantry  and 
s-poutiderK,  leaving  behind  htm  his  tcnt<(,  baggage,  and 
jtndiinls.  He,  also,  found  the  rnnds  ho  dt-ep,  and  the  horses  so 
I,  tbat  be  was  nearly  two  dayB  getting  four  and  twenty  miles. 
■  tactics  of  the  Hessians  were  agaiiist  them.  "  So  foolishly 
laefaed  were  they  to  forms  of  discipline,"  writes  a  British  hi»- 
"  that  in  marching  tlirough  thiekc^ts  they  stopped  ten  times 
r  to  dress  their  ranks,"  It  wa.i  here,  io  fact,  tbat  they 
■lQ»t  dreaded  the  American  rifle.  "  lu  the  open  field,"  said  they, 
;  rebels  are  not  much;  bat  they  are  redoubtable  in  the 
Is."* 

In  the  mean  time  the  more  alert  and  actirc 
n  mustering  from  all  quarters  to  Stark's 
oos  aa  they  had  at  hand.     During  the  night  of  the  I5tb, 
lel    Symonds  arrived  with    a    body  of  Berkshire   militia. 
BODg   ihem   was   a  belligerent   parson,  full   of  fight,  Allen  by 
le,  possibly  of  the  bellicose  fiimily  of  the  hero  of  Ticonde- 
"  Qeueral,"  cried  he,  "  the  people  of  Berkshire  have  besD 

■  Sohloiej's  Brit^wcclud 
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often  called  out  to  no  purpow ;  if  yon  donH  gire  them  a 
to  fight  now  they  will  never  turn  out  tgain."  *'  Ton  wouM  bU 
turn  out  now,  while  it  is  dark  and  raining,  would  you  ?"  deoHB- 
dcJ  Stark.  ""  Not  judt  now/*  was  the  reply.  "  Well,  if  tk 
Lord  should  once  more  give  us  sunshine,  and  I  donH  gire  jm 
fighting  enough,"  rejoined  the  veteran, ''  I'll  never  aok  yon  ti 
turn  out  again." 

On  the  following  morning  the  sun  shone  bright,  and  Staik 
prepared  to  attack  Baum  in  his  intrench !i:cnts ;  though  he  U 
no  artillery,  and  his  men,  for  the  most  part,  had  only  their  «ofi* 
nary  brown  firelocks  without  bayonets.  Two  hundred  of  hii  m% 
under  Colonel  Nichols,  were  detached  to  the  rear  of  the  tuemft 
left ;  three  hundred  under  Colonel  Hcrrick,  to  the  rear  of  kii 
right ;  they  were  to  join  their  forces  and  attack  him  in  the  retf^ 
while  Colonels  Hubbard  and  Stickncy,  with  two  hundred 
diverted  his  attention  in  front 

Colonel  Skene  and  the  royal ist5i,  when  they  saw  the 
cans  issuing  out  of  the  woods  on  di£fcrent  sides,  pcrsoaded 
selves,  and  endeavored  to  persuade  Baum,  that  these  were  tb 
royal  people  of  the  country  flocking  to  his  standard.     The  I^j 
diaDS  were  the  firht  to  di>cover  the  truth.     '*  The  woods  an 
of  Yankees,'"  cried  they,  and  retreated  in  single  file  bet 
troops  of  Nichols  and  Hcrrick,  yelling  like  demons  ai.d 
cow  bells.     Several  of  them,  however,  were  killed  or 
as  they  thus  ran  the  gauntlet. 

At  the  first  sound  of  fire-arms.  Stark,  who  had 
with  the  main  body  in  camp,  mounted  his  honse  and  gan 
-wordy  forward  /     He  had  promised  his  men  the  plunder  of 
British  camp.     The  homely  speech  made  by  him  when  ii  ijj 
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STARKS  VICTORY, 


,  bas  often  been  citei!. 


'Now, 


myn 


nl     There! 
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i  ooata  t     Before  night  tbey  inust  be  oure,  or  M0II5 
be  a  widow  I  " 

Bonn  fnuod  himself  Bssailedl  on  ercry  side,  but  he  ilc- 
worts  brarcl}'.  Bis  two  pieces  of  artillery,  advantn- 
Wy  pUoted,  wore  very  cfFcctJTe,  and  his  troops,  if  slow  in 
■ti,  were  steady  in  action.  For  two  hours  the  discharge  of 
•rma  was  said  to  have  been  like  tlie  constant  rattliug  of  the 
Id.  Stark  in  bis  despatches  compared  it  to  a  ''  continued  clap 
pander.''  It  vaa  the  hottest  fight  he  bad  ei'er  ^cen.  lie 
■red  hia  men  with  his  own  impetuosity.  They  drove  the 
Uist  troops  upon  the  Hessians,  and  pressing  after  tlwm 
the  works  with  irresistihje  fury.  A  Hessian  cyc-witiiesa 
that  this  time  the  rebels  fought  with  desperation,  press- 
in  eight  paces  of  the  loaded  cannon  to  take  surer  aim  at 
illcriste.  The  hitter  were  slain;  the  cannon  captured, 
ijalists  and  Canadians  took  to  flight,  and  escaped  to  the 
The  Germans  sliU  kept  their  ground,  and  fought  bravely, 
Lhere  was  not  a  cartridge  lefL  Baum  and  his  dragoons 
;  to  their  broadswords  and  the  infantry  to  their  boyo- 
cndcarored  to  cut  their  way  to  a  road  in  the  woods,  but 
many  were  killed,  more  wounded,  Baum  among  the  : 
all  who  survlred  were  taken  prisoners.* 

now  dispersed,  some  to  collect  booty,  gome  to 

uuudcd,  some  to  guard  the  pri»i 

it,  being  exhausted  by  hunger  and  fatigue.     At 

juncture,  Breyman'a  lardy  reinforcement  came,  mak- 

heavily  and  slowly  to  the  scene  of  action,  joined  by 

u  Amenka.    Schlaur'*  BridVtolial,  Th.  ilL  Baft  xUL 
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many  of  the  enemy  who  had  fled.  AttemptA  were  made  to  nllf 
the  militia ;  but  they  were  in  complete  confusion.  Nothing  wodi 
have  saved  them  from  defeat,  had  not  Colonel  Seth  WarMA 
corps  fortunately  arrived  from   Bennington,  fresh  from   rqMik 

and  advanced  to  meet  the  enemy,  while  the  others  regained  tbcir 

• 

ranks.  It  was  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  when  this  wBtad 
action  commenced.  It  was  fought  from  wood  to  wood  and  hill  to 
hill,  for  several  miles,  until  sunset.  The  last  stand  of  the  eneij 
was  at  Van  Schaick's  mill,  where,  having  expended  all  their  a» 
munition,  of  which  each  man  had  forty  rounds,  they  gave  m^ 
and  retreated,  under  favor  of  the  night,  leaving  two  field-pMM 
and  all  their  baggage  in  the  hands  of  the  Americana.  Stok 
ceased  to  pursue  them,  lest  in  the  darkness  his  men  ahould  irt 
u|>on  each  other.  ''  Another  hour  of  daylight,'^  said  he  ia  Ui 
report,  "  and  I  sliould  have  captured  the  whofo  body.'*  TW 
veteran  had  had  a  horse  bhot  under  him,  but  c:>capcd  wilkB^j 
wound  or  bruise. 

Four  brass  field-pieces,   nine   hundred   dragoon  sword%  ij 
thousand  stand  of  arms,  and  four  ammunition  waggona  wenil 
spoils  of  this  victory.     Thirty-two  officers,  five  hundred  and  ai^llb 


four  privates,   including   Canadians   and   loyalists,   were 
prisoners.     The  number  of  slain  was  very  considerable,  but 
not  be   ascertained ;  many   having   fallen   in   the   woodfc 
brave  but  unfortunate  Baum  did  not  long  sunrive.     The 
cans  had  one  hundred  killed  and  wounded. 

Burgoyne  was  awakened  in  his  camp  towards  daylight  of  I 
17th,  by  tidings  that   Colonel   Baum   had  surrendered. 
came  word  that  Colonel  Brcyman  was  engaged  in  severe 
doubtful  conflict.     The  whole  army  was  roused,  and  were 
ing  to  hasten  to  his  assistance,  when  one  report  after 
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-are  assuruice  that  he  was  on  his  way  back  in  safety.  The  main 
ody,  therefore,  remained  in  camp  at  the  Batten  kihi ;  but  Bur- 
oyne  forded  that  stream  with  the  47th  regiment  and  pushed 
>rward  until  4  o'clock,  when  he  met  Breyman  and  his  troops, 
reary  and  haggard  with  hard  fighting  and  hard  marching,  in  hot 
reathcr.  In  the  evening  ail  returned  to  their  old  encamp- 
lents.  * 

General  Schuyler  was  encamped  on  Van  Schaick's  Island  at 
tie  mouth  of  the  Mohawk  River,  when  a  letter  from  General 
tincoln,  dated  Bennington,  Aug.  18th,  informed  him  of  "  the 
ipital  blow  given  the  enemy  by  General  Stark."  "1  trust^*^ 
splies  he,  Aug.  19th,  "  that  the  severity  with  which  they  ha\« 
een  handled  will  retard  General  Burgoyne^s  progress.  Part  of 
is  force  was  yesterday  afternoon  about  three  miles  and  a  half 
bove  Stillwater.  If  the  enemy  have  entirely  left  that  part  of 
be  country  you  are  in,  I  think  it  would  be  advisable  for  you  to 
iOYe  towards  Hudson  River  tending  towards  Stillwater." 

"  Governor  Clinton,"  writes  he  to  Stark  on  the  same  day,  "  is 
oming  up  with  a  body  of  militia,  and  I  trust  that  after  what 
he  enemy  have  experienced  from  you,  their  progress  will  be 
Btarded,  and  that  we  shall  see  them  driven  out  of  this  part  of 
be  country."  * 

He  now  hoped  to  hear  that  Arnold  had  raised  the  siege  of 
'ort  Stanwix.  "  If  that  take  place,"  said  he,  "  it  will  be  possible 
*  engage  two  or  three  hundred  Indians  to  join  this  army,  and 
K^Qgress  may  rest  assured  that  my  best  endeavors  shall  not  be 
•biting  to  accomplish  it." 

Tidings  of  the  affair  of  Bennington  reached  Washington,  just 

*  Schldier'a  Briefwechael,  Th.  ilL  Heft  zili. 
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before  he  mored  his  camp  from  the  neighborhood  of  philxJelfUi 
to  Wilmington,  and  it  relieved  his  mind  from  a  world  of  anx&iNi 
perplexity.  In  a  letter  to  Patnam  he  writes,  ^  As  th«re  isMt 
now  the  least  danger  of  General  Howe^s  going  to  New  Enf^ai^ 
'  I  hope  the  whole  force  of  that  country  will  torn  oat^  and,  bf 
following  the  great  stroke  struck  by  Oeneral  Stark  near  Besnnig- 
ton,  entirely  crush  General  Burgoyne,  who,  by  his  letter  to  Cob- 
nel  Baum,  seems  to  be  in  want  of  almost  every  thing." 

We  will  now  give  the  fate  of  Burgoyne's  detachment^  nte 
St.  Leger,  sent  to  capture  Fort  Stanwix,  and  ravage  the  vdkf 
of  the  Mohawk. 


CHAPTER    XVII. 


UaAOESa    OF    ASHOLD    to    REMEVIE    fort    ATAXWIX tan    TOflT    CUTLXB— 

TBB  amam  rKEWEn-^uiDiAss  nnmAcrABLS — success  or  ▲rnou>*s  strat- 

AflBM — HARASSED  EETRRAT  OP  ST.  LBGBB — MORAL.  KPFKCT  OP  THE  TWO 
BLOWS  GIVEN  TO  THE  ESEMY — nRIORTEXlNG  PROSPECTS  IN  THE  AMERICAN 
CAMP — ARRIVAL  OF  GATES — MAGNANIMOUS  CONDUCT  OP  SCHUYLER — POORLY  ' 

EBQCITED    BY   GATES (^)RRnsroNr)ENCE    BETWEEN   GATES   AND    BDBOOYKE 

CONCERNING   THE    MCRDIHK  OF   MISS   MC   CREA. 

^RKOLD^s  march  to  the  relief  of  Fort  Stanwix,  was  slower  than 
uited  his  ardent  and  impatient  spirit  He  was  detained  in  the 
ralley  of  the  Mohawk  hy  bad  roads,  by  the  necessity  of  waiting 
^or  baggage  and  ammunition  waggons,  and  for  militia  recruits  who 
turned  out  reluctantly.  He  sent  missives  to  Colonel  Gansevoort 
assuring  him  that  he  would  relieve  him  in  the  course  of  a  few 
^ys,  "  Be  under  no  kind  of  apprehension,"  writes  he.  "  I 
Ww  the  strength  of  the  enemy,  and  how  to  deal  with  them.^^ 

In  fact,  conscious  of  the  smallness  of  his  force,  he  had  re- 
tried to  stratagem,  sending  emissaries  ahead  to  spread  exagge- 
^ted  reports  of  the  number  of  his  troops,  so  as  to  work  on  the 
f^rs  of  the  enemy^s  Indian  allies  and  induce  them  to  desert 
Tbe  most  important  of  these  emissaries  was  one  Yan  Yost  Cuy- 
w,  an  eccentric  half-witted  fellow,  known  throughout  the  coun- 
^  as  a  rank  tory.     He  had  been  coDvicted  as  a  spy,  and  otAn 
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spared  from  the  halter  on  the  condition  that  he  would  fo  ii 
St  Legcr's  camp,  and  spread  alarming  reports  among  the 
ansy  by  whom  he  was  well  known.     To  insure  a  fiiithiol 
of  his  mission,  Arnold  detained  his  brother  as  a  hoBtage. 

On  his  way  up  the  Mohawk  Valley,  Arnold  was 
New  York  regiment,  under  Colonel  James  Livingston,  sonft 
Gates  to  reinforce  him.     On  arriving  at  the  Grermaa  Flats  he 
ceived  an  express  from  Colonel  Gansevoort,  informing  him  thil] 
was  still  besieged,  but  in  high  spirits  and  under  no  apprel 
In  a  letter  to  Gates,  written  from  the  German   Flats  -(j 
21st),  Arnold  says,  ''  I  leave  this  place  this  morning  with 
hundred  Continental  troops  and  a  handful  of  militia  for  IMj 
Schuyler,  still  besieged  by  a  number  equal  to  ours.     You  wil 
hear  of  my  being  victorious — or  no  more.     As  soon  as  thesde^: 
of  this  part  of  the  country  will  permit,  I  will  fly  to  your 


ance. 


j» 


All  this  while  St.  Legcr  was  advancing  his  parallels  and  piti^ 
ing  the  siege ;  while  provisions  and  ammunition  were  npid^ 
decreasing  within  the  fort.  St.  Leger^s  Indian  allies,  howMb 
were  growing  sullen  and  intractable.  This  slow  kind  of  warfu^ ' 
this  war  with  the  spade,  they  were  unaccustomed  to,  and  they  If ' 
no  means  relished  it.  Beside,  they  had  been  led  to  expect  Mf  ^ 
times,  little  fighting,  many  scalps,  and  much  plunder;  wheiMl^ 
they  had  fought  hard,  lost  many  of  their  best  chiefs,  beenchaelrf- 
in  their  cruelty,  and  gained  no  booty. 

At  this  juncture,  scouts  brought  word  that  a  force  one  thfl* 
sand  strong  was  marching  to  the  relief  of  the  fort.     Eager  to  pit  \ 
his  savages  in  action,  St  Leger  in  a  council  of  war  offered  H 
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r  cbie&  to  place  himBelf  at  their  liead,  with  three  hundred  of 
9  best  troops,  aod  meet  the  encniy  us  they  advanced.  It  ytas 
agreed,  and  they  sallied  forth  together  to  choose  a  Ggbting  ground. 
By  this  time  rumors  stole  into  tho  camp  doabling  the  namber  of 
the  approaching  cocmy.  Burgoyuc's  whole  army  were  sitid  to 
tiave  been  defeated.  Lastly  came  Tan  Yost  Cuyler,  with  hi^ 
soat  full  of  bullet  holes,  giving  out  that  he  had  ef.eapcd  from  the 
lands  of  the  Americans,  and  bad  been  fired  ufiou  by  tbcm.  His 
ttory  waf  bclicTed,  for  his  woundud  coat  corroborated  it,  and  he 
I  known  to  be  a  royalist.  Mingling  among  bis  old  acquaiul- 
9,  the  Indians,  he  a.taured  tliem  that  the  Aiiicrieaos  were  close 
Lud  and  "  numerous  as  the  leaves  on  tbo  trees." 
Arnold's  etrutagem  succeeded.  The  Indians,  fickle  as  the 
I,  began  to  dcserL  Sir  Joba  Johnson  and  Colonels  Claua 
Butler  eodeaTored  in  rain  to  reassure  and  retain  them.  In 
tie  while  two  hundred  had  decamped,  and  the  rest  threatened 

0  likewise,  unless  Sl  Legor  retreated. 
:  unfortunate  colonel  found  too  late  what  little  reliance 

to  be  placed  upon  Indian  allies.  He  dcterniined  on  the  ti'id, 
md  off  his  sick,  his  wounded,  and  fais  artillery  by  Wood  Crcdk 
.  very  night,  and  to  protect  them  by  the  line  of  march.  Tlic 
■ns,  bowever,  goaded  on  by  ArnuM'a  emissaries,  inaisted  on 
int  retreat.  St.  Legcr  still  refused  tn  depart  before  night- 
The  savages  now  became  ungovernable.  They  seixed  upon 
i>r  of  the  officers  ikbout  to  be  embarked,  and  getting  intoxi- 
i,  bchared  like  very  fiends. 

1  word,  St.  Legcr  was  obliged  to  decamp  about  noon,  in 
.  hurry  and  confusion  that  he  left  hia  tents  standing,  and  bis 

with  most  of  his  baggage,  amiuunitiou  uid  stores,  fell 
the  hands  of  the  Am 
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A  detachment  from  the  garrison  porsoed  and  baraaied 
for  a  time ;  but  his  greatest  annoyance  was  from  hia  Indian 
who  plundered  the  boats  which  conyejed  such  baggage  as 
been  brought  off;  murdered  all  stragglers  who   lagged  in 
rear,  and  amused  themselves  by  giving  false  alamis  to  hoBf 
the  panic  of  the  soldiery ;  who  would  throw  away  muaketi^ 
Backs,  and  every  thing  that  impeded  their  flight 

It  was  not  until  he  reached  Onondaga  Falls,  that  St  LcflM 
discovered    by  a  letter  from   Burgoync,   and   floating  Rpn 
brought  by  the  bearer,  that  he  had  been  the  dnpe  of  arwilH 
guerre,  and  that  at  the  time  the  advancing  foe  were  reported  li 
be  close  upon  his  haunches,  they  were  not  within  forty  mOei/ 
Lim. 

Such  was  the  second  blow  to  Burgoyne^s  invading  army;  W 
before  the  news  of  it  reached  that  doomed  commander,  be  ki 
already  been  half  paralyzed  by  the  disaster  at  Bennington. 

The  moral  effect  of  the»e  two  blows  was  such  as  WashingM 
had  predicted  Fortune,  so  long  adverse,  seemed  at  length  tl  | 
Lave  taken  a  favorable  turn.  People  were  roused  from  tltf 
despondency.  There  was  a  sudden  exultation  throughout  tb 
country.  The  savages  had  disappeared  in  their  native  foresli 
The  German  veterans,  so  much  vaunted  and  dreaded,  had  beet 
vanquished  by  militia,  and  British  artillery  captured  by  nSk 
some  of  whom  had  never  seen  a  cannon. 

Means  were  now  augmenting  in  Schuyler's  hands.  Cdoadi 
Livingston  and  Pierre  van  Cortlandt,  forwarded  by  Putnam,  mM 
arrived.  Governor  Clinton  was  daily  expected  with  New  Ycd 
militia  from  the  Highlands.  The  arrival  of  Arnold  was  antieipslv 
with  troops  and  artillery,  and  Lincoln  with  the  New  Englsa 
militia.     At  this  propitious  moment,  when  every  thing  was  i€td 
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e  sickle  to  be  put  into  t!ic  harvest,  General  Gates  arrived 

Scliujler  receircd  him  with  the  noble  courtesy  to  which  ho 

'd  kiniBelf.     After  acquainting  him  with  all  the  affairs  of  tho 

itu'tmcnt,  tho  measures  he  bad  ttkken  and  those  he  had  prnjcct- 

he  infurmed  him  of  his  baring  signified  to  CciiigroHa  hiaintra- 

Ig  remain  in  that  quarter  fur  tbc  present,  and  rcDder  every 

iiif  in  bis  power;  and  he  eutreated  Gates  to  call  npon  him  for 

icil  nnd  aasistance  wbenerer  he  thought  proper. 

Gates  WM  in  high  ipirits.     HU  letters  to  Washington  show 

Iff  complete!;  ho  was  aware  that  an  easy  path  of  victory  bod 

^n  opened  for  him.     "  Upon  my  leaving  Philadelphia,"  writes 

i^pcct  this  way  appeared  most  gloomy,  but  the  screre 

eka  the  enemy  hnve  met  with  at  Bennington  and  Tryon  Conn- 

n   a   more    pleasing   view   of   public   affairs.      Por- 

dar  accounts  of  the  signal  victory  gained  by  General  Stark, 

if  the  severe  blow  General  Herkimer  gave  Sir  John  Johnson 

the  sculpcra  under  bia  command,  have  been  transmilti.'d  to 

RxecUeocy  by  General  Schuyler.     I  anxiously  expect  the 

■Ival  of  an  cipress  from  General  Arnold,  with  an  account  of 

total  defeat  of  (he  enemy  in  that  quarter. 

"  I  cannot  sufficiently  thank  yoor  Kiccllency  for  sending  Co- 

•\  Morgan's  corps  to  this  army.     They  will  be  of  the  greatest 

;  for,  until  the  late  success  this  way,  I  am  told  the 

>X)y  were  quite  panic-struck  by  the  Indians,  and  thoir  tory  and 

ssins  in  Indian  dresa." 

Governor  Clinton  was  immediately  expected  in  camp,  and  be 

ided  to  consult  with  him  and  General  Linuoln  upon  the  best 

to  distress,  and,  he  hoped,  finally  to  defeat  the  enemy.     "  Wo 

DO  doubt,"  writes    he,  "  un&nimously  agree  iu  sentiment 
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with  your  Excellency,  to  keep  Generals  Lincoln  and  Stark 
the  flank  and  rear  of  the  enemy,  while  the  main  body 
them  in  front" 

Not  a  word  does  he  say  of  consulting  Schnyler,  who, 
than  any  one  else,  was  acquainted  with  the  department  ud 
concerns,  who  was  in  constant  correspondence  with  Washn 
and  had  co-operated  with  him  in  effecting  the  measures  wkidi 
produced  the  present  promising  situation  of  affurs.     So  far 
he  from  responding  to  Schuyler's  magnanimity,  and  profitbig 
his  nobly  offered  counsel  and  assistance,  that  he  did  not  em  i 
him  to  be  present  at  his  first  council  of  war,  although  he  ii 
up  General  Ten  Broeck  of  the  militia  from  Albany  to  attend  it 

His  conduct  in  this  respect  provoked  a  caustic  remark 
the  celebrated  Gouvemeur  Morris.     "  The  commander-u 
of  the  Northern  department,"  said  he,  "  may,  if  he  please,  aef^j 
to  ask  or  disdain  to  receive  advice,  but  those  who  know  him 
I  am  sure,  be  convinced  that  he  wants  it" 

Gates  opened  hostilities  against  Burgoyne  with  the  pen.  Hlj 
had  received  a  letter  from  that  commander,  complaining  of 
harsh  treatment  experienced  by  the  royalists  captured  at  Be»| 
nington.  "  Duty  and  principle,"  writes  Burgoyne,  "  made  nftil 
public  enemy  to  the  Americans  who  have  taken  up  arms;  Ml' 
seek  to  be  a  generous  one ;  nor  have  I  the  shadow  of  resent 
against  any  individual  who  does  not  induce  it  by  acts  derogatoif  1 
to  those  maxims  upon  which  all  men  of  honor  think  alike." 

There  was  nothing  in  this  that  was  not  borne  out  by  the  ei*- 
duct  and  character  of  Burgoyne ;  but  Gates  seized  upon  theoeM"!! 
sion  to  assail  that  commander  in  no  measured  terms  in  r^aid 
bis  Indian  allies. 

**  That  the  savages,"  said  he,  '*  should  in  their  warfiure  mn^j 
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)  uiilia{^y  prisoners  who  fidl  mto  their  hands,  is  neither  new  or 
traordinary ;  bat  that  the  famous  General  Burgoyne,  in  whom 
i  fine  gentleman  is  united  with  the  scholar,  should  hire  the  say* 
»  of  America  to  sealp  Europeans :  nay  more,  that  he  should 
r  a  price  for  each  scalp  so  barbarously  taken,  is  more  than  will 

believed  in  Europe,  until  authenticated  facts  shall  in  every 
sette  confirm  the  horrid  tale.'^ 

After  this  prelude,  he  went  on  to  state  the  murder  of  Miss 
sCrea,  alleging  that  her  murderer  was  employed  by  Burgoyne. 
Vo  parents,"  added  he, ''  with  their  six  children,  were  treated 
h  the  same  inhumanity  while  quietly  resting  in  their  once  hap- 
mnd  peaceful  dwelling.  Upwards  of  one  hundred  men,  women 
I  children,  have  perished  by  the  hands  of  the  ruffians,  to  whom 
a  asserted  you  have  paid  the  priee  of  blood." 

Gates  showed  his  letter  to  Creneral  Lincoln  and  Colonel  Wil- 
ison,  who  demurred  to  its  personality ;  but  he  evidently  con- 
red  it  an  achievement  of  the  pen,  and  spumed  their  criticism.* 

burgoyne,  in  a  manly  reply,  declared  that  he  would  have  dia- 
lled to  justify  himself  from  such  rhapsodies  of  fiction  and  cal- 
By,  but  that  his  silence  might  be  construed  into  an  admission 
dieir  truth,  and  lead  to  acts  of  retaliation.     He  pronounced  all 

intelligence  cited  respecting  the  cruelties  of  the  Indians  to  be 
•,  with  the  exception  of  the  case  of  Miss  McCrea.     This  he 

in  its  true  light,  adding,  that  it  had  been  as  sincerely  lamented 

^  After  General  Gates  had  written  hU  letter  to  Burgoyne,  he  called  General 
■An  and  myself  into  his  apartment,  read  it  to  us,  and  requested  our  opinion 
|6%liich  we  declined  giTing ;  hut  heing  pressed  by  him,  with  diffidence  we 
"^  »d  in  judgment,  that  he  had  been  too  personal ;  to  which  the  old  gen- 
replied  with  his  characteristic  bluntness,    '*  By  G —  !  I  don't  believe 
^yon  can  mend  it :" — and  thus  the  coDSoltation  tenninated. — WUkm' 
moin,  vol  i.  2dL 
JL,  IlL 8* 
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uid  abhorred  hj  bim,  as  it  eonid  be  by  the  tendenrt  if  1 
friends.  "  I  would  sot,"  declared  he,  "be  conMioos  of  thli 
yon  presame  to  impute  to  me,  for  the  whole  oonttueDt  of  tM 
ica ;  though  the  wealth  of  worlds  was  iu  its  bowels,  and  a  pMiJ 
upon  its  nirface." 

We  have  already  shown  what  was  the  real  coadoet  of  B 
goyne  in  this  deplorable  affair,  and  General  Gates  could  and  ifal 
have  ascertained  it,  before  "  he  presamed  to  impute  "  to  a 
sntagODist  and  a  humane  and  cultivated  gentleman,  snch  iuti 
barbarous  policy.  It  wae  the  government  under  which  BbI|^ 
served  that  was  chargeable  with  the  mnrderans  acts  of  tfaewi^ 
He  is  rather  to  be  pitied  for  being  obliged  to  employ  BaA 
hounds,  whom  he  endeavored  in  vaia  to  hold  in  cheek,  fin 
Britain  reaped  the  reward  of  her  policy  lu  the  odiam  wHA 
cast  upon  her  cause,  and  the  determined  and  Buccesafiil 
which  it  provoked  in  tho  American  bosom. 

We  will  now  eliift  the  scene  to  Washington's  canpati 
mington,  where  we  left  him  watching  the  operationa  of  the  I 
fleet,  and  preparing  to  oppose  the  army  under  Sir  William 
in  its  designs  upon  Philadelphia. 


CHAPTER    XVIII. 

isrrycvo  op  Howe's  armt  on  blk  RnrsR — measitrrs  to  cbcck  it — EXFoesD 

an(JATIO:(  OF  WASHINGTOlf   IK   RECOXNOITHING ALARM    OF  THR  COCMTBT 

^-PtcOCLAMATIOir  OP  ROW« — ^ARRIVAL  OP  SULUYAN — FORRTON  OPFICBR8 
Cr  CAMh — DKVORRB — COMWAY — FLEVRT— GOUMT  PULASKI — FIRST  APPSAH^ 
▲NCR  IK  l-HK  ARMY  OF  *  UOHT-HORSR  HARRY*  OP  VIRGINIA — WASHINO- 
ton's  APFEaL  in  the  army — MOVKHRNTS  op  THB  rival  FORCES — ^BATTLB 
OP  TUB  BRAHUYi^NB — RRTRRAT  OF  THB  AMERICANS — HALT  IN  CHBSTBB 
— SCENES  IN  PHILADELPHIA  DURING  THX  BATTLB— OONORBSS  ORDERS  OUT 
If lUTLA— CLOTHES  WASHINGTON  WITH  EXTRAORDINARY  POWERS— REMOVES 
TO    LANCASTER — REWARDS  TO  POBEIQN  OPFIGBBS. 

■^  the  25tli  of  Angnst,  the  British  army  under  General  Howe 
Ipui  to  land  from  the  fleet  in  Elk  River,  at  the  bottom  of  Ghea- 
Bftke  Bay.  The  place  where  they  landed  was  about  six  miles 
tow  the  Head  of  Elk  (now  Elkton),  a  small  town,  the  capital 
Cecil  County.  This  was  seventy  miles  from  Philadelphia ; 
i  miles  further  from  that  city  than  they  had  been  when 
^^jnped  at  Brunswick.  The  intervening  country,  too,  was  less 
i*i  than  the  Jerseys,  and  cut  up  by  deep  streams.  Sir  WilhSm 
i  chosen  this  circuitous  route  in  the  expectation  of  finding 
14^8  among  the  people  of  Cecil  County,  and  of  the  lower 
^%ies  of  Pennsylvania;  many  of  whom  were  Quakers  and 
^"^ombatants,  and  many  persons  disaffected  to  the  patriot 
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Earlj  in  the  evening,  Washington  reeeirei  intelligei 
the  enemy  were  landing.  There  was  a  quantity  of  pal 
private  stores  at  the  Head  of  Elk,  which  he  feared  wc 
into  their  hands  if  thcj  moved  quickly.  Every  attai 
to  be  made  to  check  them.  The  divisions  of  Ocnerals 
and  Stephen  were  within  a  few  miles  of  Wilmington 
were  sent  for  them  to  march  thither  immediately.  1 
other  divisions,  which  had  halted  at  Chester  to  refresh, 
hurry  forward.  Major-general  Armstrong,  the  same  i 
surprised  the  Indian  village  of  Kittaning  in  the  French  ^ 
who  now  commanded  the  Pennsylvania  militia,  was  nrgeci 
down,  in  the  cool  of  the  night,  all  the  men  he  coald  mos 
perly  armed.  "  The  first  attempt  of  the  enemy,"  write 
ington,  "  will  be  with  light  parties  to  seise  horses,  carrii 
cattle,  and  we  must  endeavor  to  check  them  at  the  outset 

General  Rodney,  therefore,  who  commanded  the  I 
militia,  was  ordered  to  throw  out  scouts  and  patrols  toi 
enemy  to  watch  their  motions;  and  to  move  near  theni 
troops,  as  soon  as  he  should  be  reinforced  by  the  M 
militia. 

Light  troops  were  sent  out  early  in  the  morning  to 
about  and  harass  the  invadera.  Washington  himaelt 
panied  by  General  Greene  and  the  Marquis  do  La&yeti 
their  aides,  rode  forth  to  reconnoitre  the  country  in  the  aa 
hood  of  the  enemy,  and  determine  how  to  dispose  of  Ui 
when  they  should  be  collected.  The  only  eminenoes  ■■ 
were  Iron  Hill  and  Gray's  Hill ;  the  latter  within  twos 
the  enemy.  It  was  difficult,  however,  to  get  a  good  vievi 
encampment,  and  judge  of  the  number  that  had  landed. 
were  passed  in  riding  from  place  to  place  rceouLoitrin^  ^ 
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g  a  militarr  surrey  of  the  gurrounding  country.  At  lengtli  n 
MTuro  atorm  drore  the  parly  to  take  elmltcr  in  n  furni  Iiuusc. 
■Iglit  came  od  dark  and  stormy.  Wauhingtou  allowed  uo  dispusi- 
D  Id  depart,  tlia  compaQJous  became  alarmed  for  his  safely; 
re  was  risk  of  liia  beiug  surpriaod,  being  so  ucur  tlie  enemy's 
eatnp.  llu  wna  Dot  to  be  moved  cither  by  adriee  or  entreaties, 
but  remained  all  night  under  the  farmer's  roof  Wlieu  ho  left 
the  house  at  daybreak,  however,  says  Lafuyctte,  he  noknuwledged 
his  imprudeuoc,  and  that  the  most  iusiguificunt  traitor  might  have 
caused  his  ruin. 

Indeed,  he  ran  a  similar  risk  to  that  which  in  the  previonu 
r  had  produced  General  Lee's  catastrophe. 
The  country  was  in  a  great  state  of  alarm.  The  inhabitants 
rre  hurrying  off  their  most  valuable  eUects,  so  that  it  was  djffi- 
Ut  to  procure  cattle  and  vehicles  to  remove  the  public  storea 
a  wael  of  horses,  aad  the  annoyances  given  by  the  Amerioan 
t  Iroops,  however,  kept  Howe  from  advancing  promptly,  and 
e  time  for  ihe  greater  part  of  the  stores  to  be  saved. 
:  To  allay  the  public  alarm,  Howe  issued  a  proclamation  on  tho 
■th,  promising  the  strictest  regularity  and  order  on  the  part  of 
I  army ;  with  security  of  person  and  property  to  all  who  re- 
pined quietly  at  home,  and  pardon  to  those  under  arms,  who 
K>uld  promptly  return  to  their  obedience.  The  proelamatlOD 
a  quieting  effect,  eapecially  among  the  loyalbts,  who 
indcd  in  these  parts. 
I  The  divisions  of  Generals  Greene  and  Stephen  were  now 
pjaoeii  several  miles  iu  advance  of  Wilmingtou,  behind  White 
■j  Creek,  about  ten  miles  from  the  Head  of  Elk.  Guucral 
diwood  and  Colonel  Gist  had  been  directed  by  Congress  to 
ud  of  the  uilitin  of  Maryland,  who  were  gathering 


iffii 


uwm  or  wuMjMQtom, 


OD  the  wettom  ilum,  uid  Waahingtca  Mat  tbem  ordm  to  m 
opcnta  with  Genenl  Rodncj  sad  g«t  io  th*  rav  of  tba  « 

Waihii^tou  DOW  felt  the  want  of  Hoigaii  sod  bis  ri 
whom  be  had  seat  to  UMit  the  Norlkem  titaj ; 
pUoc^  be  formed  a  oorpe  of  light  troopa,  bj  dn(U^  ft  ]| 
men  from  eadi  brigade.  Tb«  oommaitd  waa  giT«B  to  < 
general  Maxvull,  who  wai  to  hover  about  the  »oamj  m 
them  fffffitiniinl  anuoTanoe 

Tbo  »naj  about  thia  tinw  waa  incr«aaed  b;  tba  aid 
General  SnlliraD  and  hia  diviaion  of  throe  tbonaaind  oMi 
bad  rocentl;,  wbile  encamped  at  Haaorer  in  Jtntf,  ■ 
gallant  attempt  to  inrprito  and  oapturo  *  eorpa  of  «bo  A 
provineials  atationcd  on  Statcn  Island,  at  a  diataaov  fkov  i 
fortiliud  oamp,  and  opposite  the  Jcrsejr  abore.     Tha  i 
l>artially  auccciuful;  a  number  of  the  prorinoiala  wora  m 
but  the  regulars  cuino  to  tbo  rescue.     SulliTau  bad  do!  1 
suffiuient  boata  to  ticcure  a  retreat     Hia  r«ar-gaard  was  ■ 
while  waiting  fur  the  ruturo  of  the  boata,  yet  not  withat 
resistance.     There  was  loss  od  both  sidea,  but  tbo  4 
auffered  most.     Congress  had  directed  SVashiogton  to  l^ 
court  of  inquiry  to   Investigate   the  matter;  in  I 
Sullivan,  whose  gallaotry  renamed  undoubted,  o 

There  were  now  in  camp  several  of  thoae  01 
men  from  rariouB  parts  of  Europe  who  bad  reoaatlf  ] 
tbo  service,  and  the  aaiuble  emplojment  of  1 
source  of  mncb  perplexity  to  Washiogton.  Ooneral  1 
the  French  v<^teran  of  thirty  years'  service,  commanded  a  1 
in  Sullivan's  division.  Brigadier-general  Conw^,  ftaQi 
Hibernian,  waa  in  the  diviaion  of  Lord  Stiriia^    BhUi 
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there  was  Louis  Flemy,  a  French  gentleman  of  nohle  descent, 
who  had  been  educated  as  an  engineer,  and  had  come  out  at  the 
opening  of  the  Revolntion  to  offer  his  services.  Washington  had 
obtained  for  him  a  captain^s  commission.  Another  officer  of  dis- 
tinguished merit,  was  the  Count  Pulaski,  a  Pole,  recommended 
bj  Dr.  Franklin^  as  an  officer  fiimous  throughout  Europe  for  his 
bravery  and  conduct  in  defence  of  the  liberties  of  his  country 
against  Russia,  Austria,  and  Prussia.  In  fact,  he  had  been  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  forces  of  the  insurgents.  He  served  at 
present  as  a  volunteer  in  the  light-horse,  and  as  that  department 
was  still  without  a  head,  and  the  cavalry  was  a  main  object  of 
attention  among  the  military  of  Poland,  Washington  suggested 
to  Congress  the  expediency  of  giving  him  the  command  of  it. 
''  This  geiitleman,  we  are  told,^'  writes  Washington,  '^  has  been, 
like  us,  engaged  in  defending  the  liberty  and  independence  of  his 
country,  and  has  sacrificed  his  fortune  to  his  seal  for  those 
objects.  He  derives  from  hence  a  title  to  our  respect,  that  ought 
to  operate  in  his  favor  as  far  as  the  good  of  the  service  will 
^permit" 

At  this  time  Henry  Lee  of  Virginia,  of  military  renown, 
kes  his  first  appearance.     He  was  in  the  twenty-second  year 
his  age,  and  in  the  preceding  year  had  commanded  a  company 
Virginia  volunteers.     He  had  recently  signalized  himself  in 
uting  parties,  harassing  the  enemy's  pickets.     Washington,  in 
letter   to  the  President  of  Congress  (Aug.   30th),   writes: 
This  minute  twenty-four  British  prisoners  arrived,  taken  yes- 
ly   by  Captain  Lee  of  the  light-horse."     His  adventurous 
loits  soon  won  him  notoriety,  and  the  popular  appellation  of 
ht-horse  Harry."     He  was  favorably  noticed  by  Washing- 
throughout  the  war.     Perhaps  there  was  something  beside 
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lU  VjM,  drndiing  fpirit  which  voa  hot  tU*  fcror.  Tk 
La'.c  been  carlr  reeolleetiniu  eonneeted  with  it.  Lee  wmm 
fjf  t?je  Udj  who  fint  touched  Washington's  heut  in  Ui 
briT  darii.  the  one  about  wbnm  he  wrote  rhrmea  at  Moant 
ar.d  Greenwaj  Court — hia  **  lowland  beaniT.**  « 

Feveral  dava  were  now  paa§ed  bj  the  eommander 
almoAt  continually  in  the  saddle,  reconnoitring  the  roi 
liaMT-H,  and  making  ]iiDi.>(-If  acquainted  with  the  Burn 
country ;  which  vxi  very  much  intersected  by  rivers  as 
atrramn,  running  chiefly  from  northwest  to  aoatheest. 
now  made  up  Win  mind  to  risk  a  battle  in  the  open  field 
true  hin  troops  were  inferior  to  thos^e  of  the  enemy  in  i 
c<|iiipmr»i.t««,  and  dihriplinc.  Hitherto,  according  to  La 
'*  thi'y  had  ff>n;!ht  combats,  hut  not  battles.'*  Still  those  ( 
hud  givrn  them  rz]»eriencc;  and  though  man}*  of  thei 
mil i tin,  or  raw  refTuIt5s  yet  the  divisions  of  the  am 
acfinired  a  facility  at  moving  in  large  ma^^KCs,  and  were  cc 
ably  improved  in  military  tactics  At  any  rate,  it  woul 
do  to  let  IMiiIadeI]>hin,  nt  that  time  the  capital  of  the  Stai 
without  a  blow.  There  was  a  carping  spirit  abroad ;  a  dis] 
to  ravil  and  find  fault,  which  was  prevalent  in  Philadelpl 
rr<*epiii*r  into  Congress;  Fomething  of  the  nature  of  wl 
been  indulged  respecting  General  Schuyler  and  the  army 
North.  Public  impatience  called  for  a  battle;  itwase] 
even  by  Kuro|w;  his  own  valiant  spirit  required  it; 
hitherto  he  had  been  held  in  cheek  by  superior  considersti 
exprdieney,  and  by  the  controlling  intcrterence  of  Cc 
t^ongress  its<'lf  now  spurred  him  on,  and  he  gsre  waj 
native  ardor  of  his  character. 

The  BA'itiah  army  having  efifectcd  a  landing,  in  vhi^ 
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ij,  it  hod  experienced  but  liltia  moIeRtation,  wu  fonned  into    ! 

o  dJTisioDa.     One,  andor  Sir  William  Hove,  was  stationed  at 

Ikton,  witb  ita  advanced  guard  at  Oram's  Hill,  about  two  miles 

Tho  other  division,  uoder  General  Knyphauscn,  was  on  ibu 

ippoaite  side  of  the  f^rrj,  at  Cecil  Court  House.     On  tbe  third 

September  tbo  enemy  advanced  in  considerable  force,  with 

ce  Geld*piecc3,  moving  with  great  caution,  as  the  country  wod 

ill,  woody,  and  not  well  known  to  them.     About  three  milca 

front  of  White  Clay  Creek,  thrir  vanguard  was  encountered 

General  Slaxwell  and  his  light  troops,  and  a  severe  sktrniitih 

>k  plni;c.     The  firo  of  tbe  American  sharpshooters  nnd  ride- 

ru,  oa  usuul,  was  very  effective;  but  being  inferior  in  nunibcr, 

md  baring  no  artillery.  Maxwell  was  compelled  to  retreat  across 

White    Clay    Creek,    with    the    loss   of  about  forty   killed   and 

rounded.      Tbe  logs  of   the  enemy  was   supposed  to  be  niui'U 

[TOater. 

The  main  body  of  the  Amenoan  army  was  now  encamped  on 
be  east  side  of  Red  Clay  Creek,  on  the  road  leading  from  Elk- 
On  to  Philadelphia.  The  light-iufaatry  were  in  the  advance,  at 
IFhite  Clay  Creek.  The  armies  were  from  eight  to  ten  miles 
part.  lu  this  position,  WaahiiigtoD  determined  lo  await  tha 
lireateued  attack. 

On  the  5tb  of  September  he  made  a  stirring  appeal  to  the 
irmy,  in  his  general  orders,  Blating  the  object  of  the  enemy,  tha 
ttptnre  of  Philadelphia.  They  had  tried  it  before,  from  the 
Teneys,  aud  hud  failed.  He  trusted  they  would  be  ag:nn  disap- 
Wiiited.  Id  their  present  attempt  their  all  was  at  sLikc.  The 
irfaole  would  be  baxardcd  m  a  single  battle.  If  defeated  in  that, 
ly  were  totolly  undone,  and  the  wtir  would  be  at  ou  end.  Now 
en  was  the  time  fur  tbe  most  strciiuous  exertious.     One  bold 
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stroke  woald  free  the  luid  from  rapine,  devastation,  and  braid 
outrage.  **  Two  year^/*  said  he,  "  hare  we  maintained  the  war, 
and  struggled  with  difficulties  innumerable,  bat  the  prospect  has 
brightened.  Now  is  the  time  to  reap  the  fmit  of  all  our  toOi 
and  dangers ;  if  we  behave  like  men  this  third  campaign  will  bs 
our  last'*  Washington's  numerical  force  at  this  time  was  aboil 
fifteen  thousand  men,  but  from  sickness  and  other  causes  thi 
effective  force,  militia  included,  did  not  exceed  eleven  tfaouaud, 
and  most  of  these  indifferently  armed  and  e<|uipped.  Tb 
strength  of  the  British  was  computed  at  eighteen  thousand  mO) 
but,  it  is  thought,  not  more  than  fifteen  thousand  were  brooghft 
into  action. 

On  the  8th,  the  enemy  advanced  in  two  columns;  one  a^ 
]K>arcd  prcjKiring  to  attack  the  Americans   in  front,  while  tk 
other  extended  its  loft  up  the  west  side  of   the  creek,  haltnf 
at  Milltown,  somewhat  to  the  right  of  the  American   positioa 
AVushington  now  suspected  an  intent iim  on  the  part  of  Sir  IftH* 
liani  Howe  to  march  by  his  right,  suddenly  pass  the  Brandjwisi^ 
g.iin  the  heights  north  of   that  stream,  and  cut  him    off  fiiB 
Philadelphia.     He  tnimmoned  a  council  of  war,  therefore,  tW 
evening,  in  which  it  was  determined  immediately  to  change  Iktf 
position,  and  move  to  the  river  in  question.     By  two  o^ckekk 
the  morning,  the  army  was  under  march,  and  by  the  next  evM| 
was  encamped   on  the  high  grounds  in  the  rear  of  the  Bnd|^ 
wine.     The  enemy  on  the  same  evening  moved  to  Kennet  SfH^I^ 
ahout  seven  miles  from  the  American  position.  md^ 

The  Brandy  wine  Creek,  as  it  is  called,  commences  with  Mll^ 
branches,  called  the  East  and  West  hranches,  which  nails  ia  id  £ 
stream,  flowing  from  west  to  cast  about  twenty-two 
emptying  itself  into  the  Delaware  about  twentj^five 
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Philadolphia.  It  has  several  fords;  one  called  Chadd's  Ford, 
was  at  that  time  the  most  practicable,  and  in  the  direct  route 
from  the  enemy's  camp  to  Philadelphia.  As  the  principal  attack 
was  expected  here,  Washington  made  it  the  centre  of  his  position, 
where  he  stationed  the  main  body  of  his  army,  composed  of 
Wayne's,  Weedon's,  and  Muhlenberg's  brigades,  with  the  light- 
infantry  under  Maxwell.  An  eminence  immediately  above  the 
ford,  had  been  intrenched  in  the  night,  and  was  occupied  by 
Wayne  and  Proctor's  artillery.  Weedon's  and  Muhlenberg's 
brigades,  which  were  Virginian  troops,  and  formed  General 
Greene's  division,  were  posted  in  the  rear  on  the  heights,  as  a 
reserve  to  aid  either  wing  of  the  army.  With  these  Washington 
took  his  stand.  Maxwell's  light-infantry  were  thrown  in  the 
advance,  south  of  the  Brandywine,  and  posted  on  high  ground 
each  side  of  the  road  leading  to  the  ford. 

The  right  wing  of  the  army  commanded  by  Sullivan,  and 
composed  of  his  division  and  those  of  Stephen  and  Stirling, 
extended  up  the  Brandywine  two  miles  beyond  Washington's 
position.  Its  light  troops  and  videttes  were  distributed  quite  up 
to  the  forks.  A  few  detachments  of  ill-organized  and  undisci- 
ptined  cavalry,  extended  across  the  creek  on  the  extreme  right 
The  left  wing,  composed  of  the  Pennsylvania  militia,  under 
Major-general  Armstrong,  was  stationed  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
below  the  main  body,  to  protect  the  lower  fords,  where  the  least 
danger  was  apprehended.  The  Brandywine,  which  ran  in  front 
of  the  whole  line,  was  now  the  only  obstacle,  if  such  it  might  be 
.^i^ed,  between  the  two  armies. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  11th,  a  great  column  of  troops 
4U  descried  advancing  on  the  road  leading  to  Chadd's  Ford.  A 
kirt  of  woods  concealed  its  force,  but  it  was  suj»|>osed  to  be 
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t\^  mAin   Ua^j  <vf  iLe  enemj;  if  lo,  a  general 

Th«  AmericaiM  were  immediatelr  drawn  ovt  in  order  cf 
bfttric.  Waitfaington  ro<ie  along  the  front  of  the  ranka,  and  wm 
r-v'Tj  where  rcreirf-d  with  acelamatioDA.  A  abarp  firing  tt 
rmAll  arm^  noon  told  that  Maxwell's  light-infaDtrr  were  engaged 
with  the  vanguard  of  the  enemy.  Tlie  fkinnishing  waa  kepi  if 
for  *-omc  time  with  i^pirit,  when  Maxwell  waa  driven  acroea  thi 
itraiidywine  1k*1ow  the  ford.  The  enemy,  who  had  adraneed  kal 
nhfwly,  did  not  attempt  to  follow,  but  halted  on  commanding 
irroiiud,  Olid  appeared  to  reconnoitre  the  American  poaitionwitha 
virw  to  an  attack.  A  heavy  cannonading  commenced  on  boA 
aidcri,  jihoiit  ten  fiVlork.  The  enemy  made  repeated  dispneitioM 
tf)  ffirff  till!  fnrd,  which  brought  nn  as  fref|acnt  akinniakeiM 
linih  f-iiliM  of  the  river,  for  dotachnientR  of  the  light  troopa  ocea- 
Hidnally  <'roHHcd  over.  One  of  thcHC  Hkirmiahea  waa  more  thu 
UMiiiilly  HociTc :  the  Itritiifh  ilank-|riiard  was  closely  preaMd,  a 
I'liptiiin  and  tiMi  or  fifteen  men  were  killed,  and  the  guard  waspil 
to  lli|;ht ;  but  a  lar^v)  force  canio  to  their  asatstmnce,  and  thl 
Aiiiericanjf  were  again  driven  across  the  stream.  All  thia  whih 
there  was  the  noise  and  uproar  of  a  battle ;  but  little  of  thl 
reality.  The  enemy  made  a  great  thundering  of  cannon,  bat  M 
vidimus  onik*t,  and  Colonel  Harrison,  Washington^a  ^  old  MO^ 
tarv.*' Mving  this  cautious  and  dilatory  conduct  on  tlirirptft^ 
wroto  a  hurried  note  to  Congress,  expressing  his  confident  befitf 
that  the  enemy  would  bo  repulsed. 

Towards  iuH>n  came  an  express  from  SuHiran.  with  a  alii , 
reivived  t'rom  a  soi>utiti^  T^rty.  repirting  th.it  Crcneral  Hai^ 
with  a  large  body  of  trooptf  aud  a  park  of  artillery, 
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I  the  Lancaster  road,  doubtless  to  oroes  at  tlie  nppcr  fords  and 
rn  tbc  right  flsak  of  the  American  position. 

Startled  by  the  iDformstioD,  Washington  instantly  sent  off 

(lone!  Theodortc  Bland,  with  a  party  of  horse,  to  recoDnoitro 

ove  the  forks  and  ascertain  the  truth  of  the  report.     In  the 

lean  tiwo,  he  resolved   to  cross  the  ford,  attack  the  divinion  in 

of  him  with  his  whole  force,  and  rout  it  bcfnre  the  other 

arrive.     He  gave  orders   for   both   wings  to  co-operate, 

ibvn,  as  Sullivan  was  prejiaring  to  cross,  Major  Spicer  of  the 

itia  rode  up,  just  from  the  forks,  and  assured  him  there  was 

enemy  in  that  qnarter.     SnlltTon  instantly  trnnsmittcd  the 

itelligence  to  Washington,  whereupon  the  morement  was  sos- 

ided  until  positiTs  information   could  bo  obtained.     After  ft 

o  came  a  man  of  the  neighborhood,   Thomas  Cheyney  by 

umc,  spnrrlDg  in  all  haste,  the  mare  he  rode  in  foam,  and  hint- 

at  of  breath-     Dashing  np  to  the  comraander-in-ehief,  he 

bfurnitd  him  that  he  must  instantly  move,  or  he  would  be  sur- 

ounded.     He  had  come  upon  the  enemy  nnawares ;  had  been 

Brsued  and  fired  npon,  but  the  fleetncsa  of  his  mnre  had  saved 

a.     The  main  body  of  the  British  was  coming  down  on  the 

t  side  of  the  stream,  and  was   near  at  hand.     Wa^ihington 

died,  that,  from  information  just  received,  it  could  not  be  so, 

"ou  are  mistaken,  general,"  replied  the  other  vehemently  ;  "  my 

:  for  it,  you  are  mistaken."     Then  reileraling  the  fact  with  on 

Kth,  and  making  a  draft  of  the  road  in  the  sand,  '■  put  me  under 

Bard,"  added  he,  "  until  you  find  my  story  true." 

Another  despatch  from  Sullivan  corroborated  it.  Colonel 
Hand,  whom  Woshiogton  had  sent  lo  reeounoitre  above  tho 
'ks,  bad  BOi!Q  the  enemy  two  nules  in  the  rear  of  tiullivaii's 
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riglit,  mftrching  down   at  a  rapid   rate,  while  a  nlood  of  dul 
Nh(i>ic«l  that  tluTC  were  more  troops  behind  them. 

In  f:irt,  the  old  Long  Island  stratagem  had  been  played  Ofer 
n^riiiiK  KnyphiiuBon  with  a  small  division  had  engromed  theaU 
tiMit  ion  of  the  Amoricans  by  a  foigiictl  attack  at  Chadd^s  Ford,  hefH 
\ip  with  grrat  noise  and  prolonged  by  skirmishes ;  while  the  nail 
IhmIv  of  the  army  under  Cornwallis,  led  by  experienced  goidai; 
hnd  made  a  circuit  of  seventeen  miles,  crossed  the  two  forks  of 
tho  Hrandywino,  and  arrived  in  the  neighborhood  of  Binning 
ham  m«H«ting- house,  two  miles  to  the  right  oi  Sullivan.  It  wast 
capital  HtrntnpMii,  secretly  and  suci'cssfully  conducted. 

Findini;  that  Cornwall  is  had  thus  gained  the  rear  of  tk 
army.  Wii.Hhiiigton  mmU  orders  to  Sullivan  to  oppose  him  with  thf 
wliiile  ri^ht  wing,  each  brigade  attaeking  as  soon  aa  it  arrived 
upon  tho  gnmnd.  Wayni\  in  the  mean  time,  was  to  keep  Kij^ 
li.uiM*n  at  Kny  at  tho  f>^rd.  and  Greene,  with  the  reaerre,  to  hM 
hiiuiielf  ready  to  give  aid  whorovor  rc«juired. 

!.Atayette.  as  a  voIunt«vr.  had  hitherto  accora{«niod  the 
mniuier-iu-eh'.of.   but   now,  mvin^  there  was  likely  to  be 
«.':k  with   the  ri^irht   wi;:;;.  he  obt a i iumI  |ior minion  to  join  SiDb* 
^  i-.: .  a!.d  <r:irr\\i  o:!  w.tii  hi>  aiJo  de  camp  to  the  scene  of; 
r :  / : ;\  '.; : s  r.a rra s :  v c .  w v-  pii  :ut  s> :ue  *^{  I ii e  5ubeei^aeiit 

> a '. *. '. r:i*.; .  o u  n  iv i w i: .:  \\' a>Ii i :i c^ ^^ >i ^^  orde r^  ad raneed  wilk  Iv 
o«".  S:<-rr.er.'s  acd  S:;ri.r.^*>  di\  is;.^r.>.  a!.d  began  to  fctmi 
:  .  :>,;.:   » :"  a:-,  oiv::  :  .c  .v  «  f  w  A»-.i.     Tne  time  whick  bad 
*  \ ; ».  •  ,1  .;  .    :  -  ir  >rj : :  i .  /.j: : :;  t.  T.  .p" "  .v.  rivo i v  ing  drden^  mad 
V.  ^ .  :  A .;  <-  r«i b .  ^  -.i  C o r. . v a .  1  ;5  to  c:. v\>>c  h  i^  groood  and 
tr    .-.      >;/l  r:.*re  lisse  wa*  ci**e-:   b.irj  fivm  the 
oC  s^*  lir^f  croer^iljk  up^'-  «>v:-u'.:a!:  — .  of  bci^cN 
i^c  rx^.l .  a>l  tLas  tiv  cir  l^ :*  ^<%:   S;;'.!;. a:.V  aod  Sicvtae*^ 
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wna  «l>  too  wide,  aod  gliaaU  b*  c1om4  «|k.  Orden  wtn 
cording;  pno  for  Uu  vkoU  Um  Is  nan  to  the  rigtt ;  sod  iU 
m  exeestioo,  Conmllii  MlT«M«d  nfiStj  with  bk  tixMp 
fioMt  order,  *ud  op«Md  a  bcUi  tn  of  BMkeUj  utd  udkgC 
Tii«Aa«ricuu  madau  oUtinkl*  nanteBoa,  bat  being  ufcn  il 
dindruUga,  the  riglkt  wd  taft  viBp  van  brokm  uid  dnna  I 
tha  woods.  IhocentreitoodftrmfbrawUk,  bat  b«uigei|H«ii 
tbe  wbolo  Kra  of  tbe  ooeuj,  gare  waj  at  lai^tb  also..  Tbe 
infoUowii^ttf  tbciradTaatage,got«ataa^adui  tha  voud.  It' 
W«  tliat  Lahyetta  reocired  hi*  wound.  He  liad  thrown 
from  lua  horau  tod  woa  endeararii^  to  nUr  tbo  Iroopa,  wfa* 
vaa  ibot  throngh  tbo  le^  with  ■  mnakat  Vli^wDd  bad  to  Wi 
od  into  the  aaddle  by  bia  aide-de-camp. 

Tbtt  AtuericanK  rallivd  on  a  bcigbt  to  (be  north  of 
aod  made  a  elill  more  spirited  resistance  tbaa  at  firat,  bal' 
again  di:ilodgud  nm)  dbliged  to  rctraat  with  a  bearj  low. 

While  thia   was  w'curring  with  the  right  wing,  K.bi 
as  soon  as  be  Icsnit  fmra   the  bravy  firing  that  CorewalGt 
engaged,  made  a  pusli  to  force  bis  way  aeroa  Cbadd'a  Aij 
earnest.     He   vae  Tignrously  opposed  by  Wayna   with 
artillery,  aided  by  Maxwell  and  his  infantry, 
paring  to  second  him  with  the  reserve,  when  W 
by  Washington  to  the  support  of  tbe  ri^t  wing; ' 
mander-in-chii'f  had  found  in  imminent  periL 

Greene  adraneod  to  the  retiuf  with  anob  oelari^i 
said,  on  good  unthority,  his  dirision  aocoinidiBbed  iha— nt.l 
mther  ran,  of  five  miles,  in  luss  than  fifty  minnlea.     ^^ 
too  late  to  mv«  the  buttle,  but  in  time  to  protect  ^^  _. 
masses  of  tbe  left  wing,  which  he  met  in  foil  fligbL     ^Wfl 
ranks  from  time   to  time  for  the  fngitirea,  and  diMjJL^p 
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Bent  tfacf  hail  passed,  be  corcreU  their  retrcit  hy  ft  sharp  and 
■direott-d  fire  from  bin  field-pieces.  Hia  graud  stand  was 
s  plare  about  a  tnjle  beyond  Dilwortb,  which,  in  recoii- 
ihc  neighborhood,  Washington  had  pointed  ont  to  biui, 
bell  calculated  for  a  second  position,  should  the  army  bo 
1  out  of  the  Erst ;  and  here  he  was  overt  ;ken  by  Colouel 
ekney,  an  aide-de-camp  of  the  commander- in-chief,  ordering 
to  occupy  this  position  and  protect  the  retreat  of  the  army, 
orderx  were  implieitly  obeyed .  Weedoa's  brigade  was 
in  a  narrow  defile,  flanked  on  both  sides  by  woods,  and 
bctly  commanding  tlie  road;  while  Greene,  with  Mahlcn- 
ft  brigade,  passing  to  the  right  took  his  station  on  the  road. 
British  came  on  impetuously,  expecting  but  faint  opposition. 
f  met  with  a  denperutc  resistance  and  were  repeatedly  driven 
It  was  the  bloody  conflict  of  the  bayonet ;  deadly  on 
side,  and  lasting  for  a  considerable  time.  'VVeedon's 
jftde  on  the  left  maintained  its  stand  also  with  great  obstinacy, 
the  check  given  to  the  enemy  by  these  two  brigades,  allowed 
1  for  the  broken  troops  to  retreat.  Weedon's  was  at  length 
polled  by  superior  numbers  to  seek  the  proteotion  of  the  other 
tde,  which  he  did  in  good  order,  and  Greene  gradually  drew 
ihe  whole  division  in  face  of  the  enemy,  who,  cheeked  by  this 
roua  resistance,  and  seeing  the  day  far  spent,  gave  up  all 
ker  pursuit. 

The  brave  stand  made  by  these  brigades  bad,  likewise,  been  a 
il  protection  to  Wayne.  lie  had  for  a  long  time  withstood  the 
a  of  the  enemy  nl  Chadd'a  Pord,  until  the  approach  on  the 
of  some  of  the  enemy's  troops  who  bad  been  eotflnglod  in 
Iroods,  showed  him  that  the  right  wing  had  been  routed,  tie 
'give  up  the  defence  of  Lis  post,  and  retreated  by  the  Chester 
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road.     Knyphaosen's  troops  were  too  fatigued  to  pursue 
and   the   others  had  been   kept  back,   as  wo  hare  shovn,  kf 
Greeue^s  division.     So  ended  the  varied  conflict  of  the  daj. 

Lafayette  gives  an  animated  picture  of  the  general  retreil|i| 
which  he  became  entangled.  He  had  endeavored  to  rejoin  Wnk 
ington,  but  loss  of  blood  compelled  him  to  stop  and  ban 
wound  bandaged.  While  thus  engaged,  he  came  near 
captured.  All  around  him  was  headlong  terror  and  coi 
Chester  road,  the  common  retreat  of  the  broken  fragments  of  Al 
army,  from  every  quarter,  was  crowded  with  fugitives,  with 
non,  with  baggage  cars,  all  hurrying  forward  pell-mell, 
obstructing  each  other ;  while  the  thundering  of  cannon, 
volleying  of  musketry  by  the  contending  parties  in  the  W 
added  to  the  confusion  and  panic  of  the  flight. 

The  dust,  the  uproar,  and  the  growing  darkness,  threw  enj 
thing  into  chaos ;  there  was  nothing  but  a  headlong  struggle  f** 
ward.  At  Chester,  however,  twelve  miles  from  the  field  d 
battle,  there  was  a  deep  stream  with  a  bridge,  over  which  dl 
fugitives  would  have  to  pass.  Here  Lafayette  set  a  guard  to 
prevent  their  further  flight.  The  commander-in-chief^  arrifii| 
soon  after  with  Greene  and  his  gallant  division,  some  digm 
of  order  was  restored,  and  the  whole  army  took  its  post  beUil 
Chester  for  the  night. 

The  scene  of  this  battle,  which  decided  the  fate  of  Phihtf' 
phia,  was  within  six  and  twenty  miles  of  that  city,  and  each  db* 
charge  of  cannon  could  be  heard  there.  The  two  parties  of  Al 
inhabitants,  whig  and  tory,  were  to  be  seen  in  separate  groapA 
the  squares  and  public  places,  waiting  the  event  in 
silence.  At  length  a  courier  arrived.  His  tidings  spread 
sternation  among  the  friends  of  liberty.     Many  left  their 


^  """iVJOs  TO  rr,„. 

■^.fw  "'•'"'-'«' 7;::" '-->■»■. 


195 


LIFE   OF   VASHINOTOV. 


pm 


the  troops  of  Comwallis  near  Birminghun  meeting-bonse.  Tk 
veteran  Dcborrc  was  not  cqaallj  fortunate  in  gaining  disti] 
on  this  occasion.  In  tlic  awkn-ard  change  of  position  in  tbelitf 
when  in  front  of  t!ie  enemy,  he  had  been  the  first  to  mova,  wi 
without  waiting  for  orders.  The  conseqaenca  was,  his  hiiplt 
full  into  co&fnsioD,  and  was  put  to  fli^t.  He  endetvored  to  liQj 
it,  and  was  wounded  in  the  attempt ;  but  his  efforts  vera  ia  nifc 
Congress  ordered  a  court  of  inquiry  on  his  conduct,  wher 
he  resigned  his  commiitsioa,  and  returned  to  France,  i  iiiiniliiiiw 
bitterly  of  his  hard  treatment  "  It  was  not  bis  fuilt,"  heaif 
"  if  American  troops  would  run  away." 


OHAPTEB    XIX. 


BUI*    BOWS     VBOUECTB  TO   FUBSUB     HIS     ADVAIVTAOE — WABHntOTOK    BS* 
nSATS    10     OESMAXTOWN — RECROSSBS    TUB    SCHUYLKILL  ASD    PBEPABB8 

lOB  AMCframa,  Acnoir — PBBVBifTED  bt  sxobmb  or  bain — bktbbatb  to 

nSSCH  CBEKK WATint   DETACHED  TO  FALL  ON  THE   ENEMY'S  BBAR — HIS 

nOLETS  SURPRISED— MASSACRE  OF  WATNE*8  MEN — MANOEUVRES  OF 
noWE  ON  THE  SCnUTLKILL — WASHINGTON  SENDS  FOB  BEINF0BCEMENT9— 
BOWK   MABCHEB   INTO   PHILADELFHIA. 


crwiTHSTAN'DiNG  the  rout  and  precipitate  retreat  of  the  Ameri- 
m  annj,  Sir  William  Howe  did  uot  press  the  pursuit,  but  passed 
le  night  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  remained  the  two  following 
ftj8  at  Dilworth,  sending  out  detachments  to  take  post  at  Con- 
^rd  and  Chester,  and  seize  on  Wilmington,  whither  the  sick  and 
cunded  were  conveyed.  "  Had  the  enemy  marched  directly  to 
^rby,''  observes  Lafayette,  *•  the  American  army  would  have 
^Q  cut  up  and  destroyed ;  they  lost  a  precious  night,  and  it  is 
^haps  the  greatest  fault  in  a  war  in  which  they  have  committed 
lany."  • 

Washington,  as  usual,  profited  by  the  inactivity  of  Howe; 
ttktly  retreating  through  Derby  (on  the  12th)  across  the  Schuyl- 
ill  to  Germantown,  within  a  short  distance  of  Philadelphia, 
iiore  he  gave  his  troops  a  day's  repose.     Finding  them  in  good 

*  Memoires.    Tom  1.  p.  26. 
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spirits,  and  in  nowise  disheartened  by  the  recent  afiair, 
thcj  seemed  to  consider  a  cheek  rather  than  a  defeat,  he 
to  seek  the  enemy  again  and  give  him  battle.     As 
measures,  he  left  some  of  the  Pennsylvania  militia  in  Ph 
to  guard  the  city ;  others,  under  General  Armstrong,  were 
at  the  various  passes  of  the  Schuylkill,  with  orders  to  thnv 
works ;  the  floating  bridge  on  the  lower  road  was  to  be 
and  the  boats  collected  and  taken  across  the  river. 

Having  taken  these  precautions  against  any  hostile 
by  the  lower  road,  Washington  recrossed  the  Schuykill  oi 
14tb,  and  advauocd  along  the  Lancaster  road,  with  the  in* 
of  turning  the  left  flank  of  the  enemy.     Howe,  apprised  of 
intention,  made  a  similar  disposition  to  outflank  him.    The 
armies  came  in  sight  of  each  other,  near  the  Warren  T* 
twenty- three  miles  from  Philadelphia,  and  were  on  the  poifiivj 
engaging,  but  were  prevented  by  a  violent  storm  of  rain, 
lasted  for  four  and  twenty  hours. 

This  inclement  weather  was  particularly  distressing  to  tl^r^ 
Americans ;  who  were  scantily  clothed,  most  of  them  destittdlj 
of  blankets,  and  separated  from  their  tents  and  baggage.   llH< 
rain  penetrated  their  cartridge^oxes  and  the  ill-fitted  lodav 
their  muskets,  rendering  the  latter  useless,  being  deficient  it 
bayonets.     In  this  plight,  Washington  gave  up  for  the  presenl^ 
thought  of  attacking  the  enemy,  as  their  discipline  in  the  VM^ 
the  bayonet,  with  which  they  were  universally  furnislicd,  iw» 
give  them  a  great  superiority  in  action.     "  The  hot-headed  jJt' 
ticians,^^  writes  one  of  his  oflBcers,  "  will  no  doubt  censure  *"^ 
part  of  his  conduct,  while  the  more  judicious  will  approve  it|0 
not  only  expedient,  but,  in  such  a  case,  highly  comniendaUe>  * 
was.  without  doubt,  chagrunn^  io  «i  ^rson  of  his  fine  feelings  ^ 
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I  before  ud  eneio;  oot  more  in  number  than  hljoself ; 
true  grc&tnesa  of  spirit,  lie  Eacrifioed  tbcm  to  the  goi 
intry."  •     Tliere  waa  evidently  a  growing  d 
to    criticise   WiLsbiogtou's   movcmeats,   yet   bow 
officer  judge  of  bim. 

The  ouly  aim,  at  present,  was  to  get  to  eome  dry  and  secnra 

ilace,  irbcre  the  army  might  ropose  and  refit.     All  day,  and  for  a 

■  rcalpart  of  the  night,  they  marched  under  a  cold  and  putting  rain, 

ind  tlirough  deep  and  miry  roads,  to  the  Yellow  Springs,  tbenoe 

. .  Wnrwick,  on  French  Creek ;  a  weary  maroli  in  elormy  weather 

r    troops  Jostitnte  of  every  comfort,  and  nearly  a  thousand  of 

■  III  MtunlJy  barefooted.     At  Wajwick  furnace,  ammnnilion  and 

I.  fev  muskets  were  obtained,  to  aid  in  disputing  the  p.i»$iig(>  of 

,lie  Schuylkill,  and  the  advance  of  the  enemy  on  Philadelphia. 

From  French  Creek,  Wayne  waa  detached  with  bia  division, 

'-'  irt't  in  ibe  rear  of  the  enemy,  form  a  junetion  with  (jeooral 

-    i'ullxaod  and  the  Maryland  militia,  and,  keeping  themselves 

'i]i:i!ak-d,  watch  for  an  opportunity  to  cut  o£f  Howe's  baggage 

1  hospital  train;  in  the  mean  time,  Waahingtoa  crossed  the 

''  nylkill  at  Parker's  Ford,  and  took  a  position  to  defend  that 

-■'w*  of  the  river. 

^^ayne  set  off  in  the  night,  and,  by  a  circuitous  march,  got 

'•■I*  in  three  miles  of  the  left  wing  of  the  British  encamped  at 

f^*iyffriii,  and  concealing  himself  in  a  wood,  waited  the  arrival 

^mallwood  and  bis  militia.     At  daybreak  he  reconnoitred  the 

' ' '  J>,  where  Howe,  checked  by  the  severity  of  the  weather,  bad 

'  **iitcd  himself  with  uniting  his  columna,  and  remained  under 

•  tcr.     A 11  day  Wayne  hovered  about  the  camp ;  there  were  no 
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rigM  of  ■■nhing;  til  k«pt  qtilet,  b«t  ky  tott  Wft  Is  H 
>lUckad  witb  pnidenoe.  Ha  ienl  npestsd  ■gMga  to  Wrf 
ti^ton,  doMiibing  tbo  tituttioii  of  tha  enenj,  uid  u^Ag  hia  tt- 
MOM  OB  utd  KtUok  thorn  In  their  cvnp.  "Tli«ir  mpuMiMa^ 
■aid  bo  in  one  of  hia  Dot«a,  "  a&iwora  every  piirpoM  of  gini^  jii 
time  to  gat  Dp :  If  they  attempt  to  more,  I  shall  atUek 
•n  OTOBta.  •  •  •  •  Tbrro  neTor  traa,  nor  never  ' 
Idw  o^ottBoity  of  pving  the  enemy  a  &tal  blow 
praaenL     For  God's  take  po^  on  aa  faat  aa  poeuUe." 

A^n,  at  a  later  hour,  he  writes :  "  The  enaaij 
quiet,  washing  and  oooking.  I  expect  General 
left  flank  evtry  moment,  and,  aa  I  lay  on  the  right,  v«  oaly 
yon  in  their  rear  to  ooniplete  Mr.  Howe's  bonneaa.  I  Mie' 
knows  nothing  of  my  situation,  a>  I  hare  taken  erery  pnesi 
to  prevent  any  intelligence  getting  to  him,  at  tha  aaaia 
keeping   a  watchful  eye  on  his  front,  Banks  sad  rear.** 

His  motions,  however,  had  not  been  so  scrrct  aa  he 
He  was  in  a  port  of  the  coonlry  full  of  the  disafiisetsd, 
William  had  roeuived  accurate  information  of  his  foraa  aad 
ha  was  enoampcd.    Oenoral  Grey,  with  a  strong 
sent  to  surprise  him  at  night  in  his  lair.     Late  in  tb* 
when  Wayne  had  set  his  pickets  and  aentinela,  aad 
his  patrols,  a  conntryman  brought  him  word  of  tho' 
attack.     He  doubted  the  intelligenoe,  but  strengthesed  Ub| 
and  patrols,  and  ordered  his  troops  to  sleep  upon  Ihair 

At  eleven  o'clock,  tlie  pickets  were  driven  in  at  tlwiNU' 
tbo  bayonet — tlie    enemv   irere  advancing   in   rotumn.    Vi 
instantly  took  poat  on  the  right  of  his  poijtiiu,  to  tm 
retreat  of  the  left,  led  by  Colonel  Hampton;  tha  wttmAii 
maud.     The  latter  was  tardy,  and  ineaotioody  fnnMUti 
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in  front  of  thoir  fires,  so  as  to  be  in  full  relief     The  sncmy  ru^cd 

OD  vithont  firing  a  gnn  ;  all  nas  the  gtlcut,  but  dcaitl)-  work  of 

the  bayonet  and  Uio  cutlass.     Nearly  tlirce  hundred  of  Hnoip- 

lon's  men  were  killed  or  wounded,  and  tlic  rest  pnt  to  flight, 

Wayne  gave  the   enemy   soinc  well-directed  volleys,  and  thi^n 

retreating  to  a  small  distance,  rallied  bla  troops,  and  prepared 

fi.r  further  defence.     The  British,  however,  contented  themselves 

with  the  blow  they  hud  gi?en,  ani  retired  with  very  little  loss, 

tjikiiig  with  them  between  seveuly  uud  eighty  prisoners,  several 

^^9f  tbom  officers,  and  eight  baggnge  waggons,  heavily  laden. 

^^k    General  Smallwoud,  who  was  to  have  co-operated  with  Wnync, 

^^ns  witbin  &  mile  of  him  at  the  tiue  of  his  attack ;  and  would 

^Hbvo  hastened  to  his  asaislanoe  with  bis  well-known  intrepidity ; 

bnt  lie  had  not  the  corps  under  his  eommacid  with  which  he  had 

^formerly  distinguiiihed  himaelf,  and  his  raw  militia  fled  ia  a  pauia 

^^h  iho  first  sight  of  a  return  party  of  the  enemy. 

^^H    Wayne  was  deeply  mortified  bj  the  result  uf  this  affair,  and, 

fPfcding  it   severely  criticised  in  the  army,  demanded  a  court- 

msrliul,  which  proiinunced  his  conduct  every  thing  that  was  to  bo 

«ypet'(ed  from  an  active,  brave,  aud  vigilant  officer ;    whatever 

Islatuo  thi're  was  in  the  matter  fell  upon  his  second  in  command, 

'wbo,  by  delay,  or  misupprehcusioii  of   orders,  and  an  unskilful' 

position  of  his  troops,  had  exposed  them  to  be  mas^kcred. 

On   the  21st,  Sir  William  Uovrc  made  a  rapid  march  high  up 

aJic  Schuylkill,  on  the  road  lending  to  Rc.iding,  as  if  lie  intended 

'  sillier  to  capture  the  military  stores  deposited  there,  or  to  tarn 

cZjc  right  of  the  American  army.     Washington  kept  pace  t 

l*iiQ  iiu  the  opposite  side  of  the  rlrcr,  up  to  I'ott's  Grove,  about 

tty  niilos  from  Philadelphia. 
The  movement  on  the  part  of  Howe  was  a  mere  f 
YOU  «i-.-r^* 
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woBcr  bad  ke  inwn  WubiDgUa  »  far  ly  A*  ilvw^t 
n^d  eoimtcnuudi  on  thi  v^rt  of  l^  tM,  W  |gak  tf 
below,  threw  hU  troop  •««■  on  tbc  nez 
ward  for  PbiUdelpbu.  B7  the  Ium  W 
tbU  ooaotcr-iBOTement,  Hove  wai  too  &r  oa  hk  mjr  I^WJii 
taken  b;  han^ard,  barcfiMted  troofti,  won  o«t  bj  fl 
iag.  Feeling  the  neeoaitj  of  tmmcdiale  mpforeeniM 
OD  tbe  Mine  da;  to  Pntnam  at  PeefcddU  :  "The  aita 
afiaira  in  thia  quarter  ealla  for  erery  aid  and  lor  tntrj  « 
therefore  duire  that,  withoat  a  momenfa  Iom  of  tii 
detach  aa  mmj  eScetire  rank  and  file,  nnder  pntpar  § 
otteera,  aa  will  make  the  whole  nnmber,  ineladlug  ttM*"^ 
General  McDoagall,  amount  to  twimtj-fire  hundred  priratai  C 
Don-commi8Bi<in<?d  &l  for  duty. 

"  I  mnat  urge  yon,  bj  every  motive,  to  >end  thla  ( 
without  tbe  Ituiat  pomiblo  delay.  No  coniideratioiM  ant*|l 
rent  it  It  is  our  first  object  to  defeat,  if  poalMo,  the  antgM 
oppoeed  to  oa  faorc" 

On  tbe  wxt  day  (24tb)  be  wrote  aln  to  i 
"  Tbia  army  bos  not  been  able  to  oppou  General  Howe'a  H 
'■ucceiu  that  was  wiebed,  and  needs  a  rcinforcemeBt,     I  4 
request,  if  yon  hare  been  eo  fortuiiat«  as  (o  oblige  C 
goyne  to  retreat  to  Ticondcroga,  or  if  yea  bave  not,  ai 
atances  will  admit,  that  yon  will  order  Colonel  t 
again  with  hia  corps.     I  sent  him  ap  when  I  thooght  y 
ally  wanted  faim ;  and,  if  his  services  can  be  d 
yon  will  direct  his  immediate  rctam." 

Having  called  a  council  of  officers  and  taken  thalr  tf 
whioh  concurred  with  his  own,  Washington  d 
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c  repose  to  his  troops,  nod  avrait 


M>me  daje  it  Pott's  Grove,  to  g 
tlic  ftrriral  of  relnforocmeuta. 

Sir  William  IIowc  baited  at  GermantowD,  within  a  short  dis- 

uuice  of  Philadelphia,  :i!id  encamped  thu  main  body  of  his  lurmy 

r  in  sDd  about  that  village;  detaching   Lord    Coriiwallis  frith  u 

khrgo  force  and  a  number  of  officers  of  distinotiun,  to  take  formal 

D  of  tbo  uitj'.     Thatgeocral  marched  into  Philudelpbia 

:^Oth,  with  a  brilliant  stafT  aud  escort,  aud  followed  by 

plendid  legions  of  British  and  Ilessiau  grenadiers,  long  trains 

artillery  and  mjuaJrons  of  light-drogooua,  tbe  finest  troops  in 

B  lu-my  all  iu  their  best  array ;  slopping  to  the  swelling  luusio 

t  the  baud  playing  God  save  the  King,  and  presenting  with  their 

trlet  nniforois,  their  glittering  arms  and  ll:iunting  feathers,  % 

rikiog  contrast  to  the  jioor  patriot  troops,  who  had  recently 

iscJ  through  the  eame  btreets,  weary  and  way-worn,  and  liappy 

r  lliiy  could  corcr  their  raggodnc!^  nith  a  brown  linen  hunting- 

4Vock,  aud  decoral«  their  caps  with  a  aprlg  of  evergreen. 

kin  this  way  the  British  took  possession  of  the  city,  so  long 
object  of  their  awkward  attempts,  and  regarded  by  them  as  m 
mphant  aci^uisition ;  having  been  the  scat  of  the  general  gor- 
nent ;  tbe  capital  of  the  confederacy.  Woshiogtoa  main- 
C^iocd  his  characteristic  cquanimilj.  "  This  is  an  event,"  writes 
li«  to  Governor  Trumbull,  "  which  wc  bavo  reason  to  wish  had 
s»ot  happened,  and  which  will  be  attended  with  several  ill  ooDsa- 
qtieaoes ;  but  I  bope  it  will  not  be  «o  detrimental  m  many  appre- 
t»«>d,  and  that  a  little  timi!  and  perseverance  will  give  n*  some 
tf^'untble  opportunity  of  recovering  our  loss,  and  of  putting  our 
•  ffajra  iu  a  more  flourishing  condition." 
[^^^  lie  had  heard  of  the  prosperous  situation  of  affaira  in  the 
^^Brtliem   Dcpartuient,   and    the   n^puatcd    ulieuks    given   to    the 
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cncmj.  "  I  flatter  myself,*'  writes  he,  "  wo  shall  soon  hoar  that 
the  J  hare  been  BUceeeJotI  by  other  fortunate  and  interciti^ 
events,  as  the  two  armies,  by  General  Oatea*s  letteri  wert  M- 
camped  near  each  other/* 

We  will  now  revert  to  tho  coarse  of  the  campaign  in  thii 
qnarter,  the  success  of  which  ho  trusted  would  have  a  bmririil 
influence  on  the  operations  in  which  ho  was  personallj  cngagei 
Indeed  the  operations  in  the  Northern  Department  formed,  as  w 
have  shown,  but  a  part  of  his  general  scheme,  and  were  oonstaat^ 
present  to  his  thoughts.  His  generals  had  each  his  own  indivi^ 
ual  enterprise,  or  his  own  dopartmout  to  think  about ;  Wadki^f 
ton  had  to  think  for  thii  whole. 


CHAPTER    XX. 

DUBIOUS  posmoir  or  bxtrootne — collects  nis  foacks — ladies  of  Dismrc- 
now  ni  HIS  CAMP — laot  Harriet  ackland — the  baroness  de  biedesel 

— ^AMERICAN  ARMT  REI1IP0RCBI>— SILKMT  MOTEMEMTS  OF  BUBOOrNB— 
WATCHED  FROM  TUB  SUMMIT  OF  THE  HILLS — HIS  MARCH  ALONG  THE  HUD- 
SON— POSITION  OF  THE  TWO  CAMPS— BATTLE  OF  THE  19tH  SEPT. — BOR» 
OOTNE  ENCAMPS  NBABER — FORTIFIES  HIS  CAMP — PROMISED  CO-OPERATION 
BY  SIR  HENRY  CLINTON — DETERMINES  TO  AWAIT  IT— QUARRBL  BETWEEN 
GATES  AND  ARNOLD —ARNOLD  DEPRIVED  OF  COMMAND — BUROOYNE  WAITS 
FOR  OO-OPERATION. 

The  checks  which  Burgojne  had  received  on  right  and  left,  and, 

In  a  great  measure,  through  the  spontaneous  rising  of  the  country, 

had  opened  his  eyes  to  the  difficulties  of  his  situation,  and  the 

srrors  as  to  public  feeling  into  which  he  had  been  led  by  his 

k>rj  counsellors.     ^'  The  great  bulk  of  the  country  b  undoubtedly 

rith  the  Congress  in  principle  and  seal,"  writes  he,  "  and  their 

neasures  are  executed  with  a  secrecy  and  despatch  that  are  not 

o  be  equalled.     Wherever  the  king's  forces  point,  militia,  to  the 

xnount  of  three  or  four  thousand,  assemble  in  twenty-four  hours : 

hey  bring  with  them  their  auhsistenee^  dte.^  and,  the  alarm  over^ 

\ey  return  to  their  farms.     The  Hampshire  Grants,  in  particu- 

Mr,  a  country  unpeopled  and  almost  unknown  last  war,  now 

bounds  in  the  most  active  and  most  rebellious  race  of  the  con- 

:i[ient,  and  hangs  like  a  gathering  storm  upon  my  left."    What  % 
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l»et>n  &i»  ffrm  of  a  |mtrioUa  ftsl  wirUka  yaammtj.    Si 
eompbiiui,  too,  tkkt  no  operatioa  had  7«t  ban  aiiJiMlifcwi  b )» 
fitror;  the  B  igUandi  of  the  Hadioa  l>ad  nai 
Mted ;  the  aooaeqiicDca  wai  that  two  brigiiiw  ha4  baen  ikiaM 
from  thoiB  to  (tMi^fthea  tha  anajr  of  Galai^  tUoa^j  pntlii 
the  month  of  the  Mohawk  Biver,  with  s  i^ariar  lH«  «f 
tiaeatal  troops,  and  aa  manj  militia  a*  ba  pleaaad. 

Bnrgojna  deaUred,  that  had  he  aaj  tstitndg  ia  hia  orJens^ 
vovld  remain  where  he  was,  or  perhaps  fall  buk  to  Fort  Bdvwi 
where  hb  eommiiai  cation  with  LaIteQ«org«  woold  be  aeeni^md 
wait  for  aoma  event  that  might  aasiat  biamoreniot  tM^Mii«-lii 
ordera,  however,  were  positive  to  force  a  jamrtioa  iritb  83t' 
Howe.  Ue  did  not  fcol  at  lihcrt;,  therefore  to 
longer  than  would  be  necessary  to  rooeive  the 
the  udditional  companies,  the  German  drafla  and  raenita 
OD  Lake  Clianiptain,  and  to  collect  provinona  enoo^  tot  twH^ 
Gvo  dajs.  ThcM  reinforccmcnta  were  indupHaabbh  feaaflb 
from  the  hour  he  should  paaa  the  HudaoB  Klvar  ud  fMMl 
towards  Alhaaj,  all  safety  of  communioation  woald  eoMa. 

"  I  jet  do  not  dtupair,"  adds  he,  manfully.  "  fUumlj  I  g^ 
eeed  in  forcing  my  way  to  Albany,  and  find  that  eoaalrykt' 
etate  to  snbsi^t  my  army,  t  shall  think  no  more  of  a  rntil,  b4' 
at  the  wont,  fortify  there,  and  await  Sir  WilUam'a 

A  feature  of  peculiar  interest  is  giren  to  this  wild  aad 
expedition,  by  the  presenoe  of  two  ladies  of  rank  and 
involved  in  its  perils  and  hardships.  One  waa  Lad^  Haniit 
Ackland,  dauglil«r  of  the  Earl  of  Ilcbcater,  and  wift  sf  H^' 
Ackland   of   liiu   grenadiers ;    the   other   waa  the  BafoMV  It 

*  Letur  to  Lord  Qeorgt  {icrnuiik 
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Ricdesel,  wife  of  the  Hessian  major-geutTal,  Both  of  these 
ladies  liad  been  left  behind  in  Canada.  Ladjr  Harriet,  hnircver, 
on  hearing  that  her  husband  waa  wounded  in  llie  affair  nt  Hulv 
bnnltoti,  inatanllj'  set  out  to  rejoin  him,  regardless  of  danger,  and 
•f  liir  being  in  a  condition  before  long  to  become  a  aiolher. 

CrcBstng  the  whole  length  of  Lake  Cbamplnin,  she  found  htm 

in  a  sick  bed  at  Skenesborough.     After  bis  reeovcrr,  she  refused 

\  to  leave  him,  but  had  continued  with  the  army  ever  slnec.     Her 

mple  had  bfon  imitated  by  the  Baronesa  De  RiedescI,  who  had 

kjoincd  the  army  at  Fort  Edward,  bringing  with  her  her  three 

latl  children.     The  frieodship  and  sympathy  of  thf^xc  two  lu'lic.t 

B  «11  scvncs  of  trial  and  suffering,  and  their  dcvotod  atlacliment 

I  their  husbands,  afford  touching  episodes  in  the  story  of  tlia 

mpaigu.     When  the  army  was  on  the  march,  they  followed* 

■tie  distance  in  the  rear.  Lady  Harriet  in  a  two-wheclod  tumbril, 

B  Baroness  in  a  calasb,  capable  of  Itnlding  herself,  her  children, 

1  two  servants.     The  latter  has  left  a  journal  of  her  campaign- 

;,  which  we  may  occasionally  cite.     "  TLcy  moTed,"  she  says, 

1  the  midst  of  soldiery,  who  were  full  of  animation,  singing 

mp  souga,  and  panting  for  action.     They  bad  to  traTcI  through 

llnioft  impassable  woods;  in  a  picCuresquc  and  beautiful  region; 

which  was  almost  abandoned  by  its  inhabitanta,  who  had 

med  lojoin  the  American  army."     "They added  much  to  its 

tngth,"  obseiTOs  she,  "  as  they  were  all  good  marksmen,  and 

C^ke  love  of  tbeir  country  inspired  them  with  more  than  ordinarj 

^V"      The  American  army  had  received  various  reinforcetiients 
^^hmt  efficient  was  Morgan 'h  corps   of  riflemen,  sent  by  Washing 
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ton.  H«  had  kko  rnraished  it  with  KtHtkrj.  tl  « 
ten  tbounnd  Btrong.  Sobvyler,  Indiag  UmMtf  Mid  hit  p 
•errieea  sli^tod  b;  OatM,  hul  ratorMd  lo  Alhojr.  mumH 
iim  wu  aaparioT  to  peraoul  nMatamla.  Ha  atiU  a 
promot*  tlta  ncecOT  of  tba  oMupugo,  ozarting  Ua  inl 
(he  Indian  tribea,  to  via  tltom  from  tlw  encnj.  At  AlhH^I 
hold  talki  and  war  flsaata  with  dcpaUtiooa  of  OBudm,  1 
and  Onondaga  warriora ;  and  procured  aoontii^  partiaa  it 
whieh  be  aent  to  the  camp,  and  whicb  proved  of  grani  m 
His  former  aide-de-camp,  Colonel  Brockbolat  LivingMoa,  « 
aecretarj,  Colonel  Varick,  remained  in  camp,  and  ka|A  1 
formed  by  letter  of  paaring  occurrenom.  Th^  wero  hmA  i 
the  pcnon  of  General  Arnold,  who,  since  hu  rfltam  ttom  n 
iog  Fort  Stanwii,  commanded  the  lofV  wing  of  the  army. 
ingaton,  in  &et,  was  with  him  aa  aide-de-camp.  Th*  jai 
Gates  was  awakened  bj  tbew  circumstances.  H«  know  I 
attachment  to  Schuyler,  and  auapectod  lliejr  were  prajwdicntgA 
mind  of  Arnold  against  hitu  ;  and  this  anspiciou  m^  \ 
the  origin  of  a  coolness  and  neglect  which  be  aooo  e 
Arnold  himself.  These  yonng  officers,  however,  thoogh  d 
attached  to  Scbujler  from  a  knowledge  of  hii  genorona  ohti 
were  abore  an;  camp  intrigue.  Liriagntou  waa  agua  h 
forward  with  youthful  ardor  to  a  bruah  with  the  onentj ; 
grctted  that  bis  former  chief  would  not  be  then  to  ||d 
"  Burgojne,"  writes  be  to  Schuyler  csultingly,  "  la  in  IfAfl 
nation,  that  he  can  neither  advance  nor  retire  witboat  AM 
A  capital  b^tle  must  soon  bo  fought.  I  am  chagrined  I*' 
soul  when  I  tbiuk  that  another  person  will  re^  tlie  ftuita  $tf 
labors."' 

■  Ha  L«ttar  to  SchoTlv. 
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I  Oolonel  Vtriok,  equally  eager,  was  afraid  Burgoyne  might  b« 
mpiDg.     "  His  ercning  gnns,"  writes  he,  "  are  seldom  heard, 
«id  when  bc»rd,  are  rerj  low  in  sound."  * 

The  dcuac  forests,  in  fact,  which  ccvcred  the  country  between 
.lie  hostile  armies,  concealed  their  movements,  and  as  Gates  threwj 
nal  DO  haraagiog  [>artiea,  his  iuformatioa  concerning  the  enemy 
was  vague.  Burgoyne,  howeFcr,  was  diligenttj  collecting  all  his 
Toroes  frum  Skeneaboroagh,  Fort  Antic  and  Fort  George,  and 
;ollectiug  proTisions ;  be  had  coiuplcteil  a  bridge  by  which  be  itt< 
loaded  lo  pass  the  Hudson,  and  force  hia  way  to  Albany,  where 
ie  expected  co-operation  from  below.  Every  tbiug  va»  oon- 
luctcd  with  as  much  silence  and  caution  as  possible.  His  troops 
paraded  without  beat  of  drum,  and  evening  guns  were  diacou- 
inucd.  So  stood  matters  on  the  11th  of  September,  when  a 
■cport  was  eirculat«d  in  the  Americaa  camp,  that  Burgoyne  was 
u  motion,  and  that  he  bad  made  a  speech  to  his  soldiers,  telling 
ibcm  that  the  fieet  bad  returned  to  Canada,  and  their  only  sofetj 
Ua  to  figlit  their  way  to  New  York. 

^Lks  General  Gates  was  to  receivs  era  attack,  it  was  thought  he 
^■kt  to  choose  the  ground  where  to  receive  it ;  Arnold,  therefore, 
^nxinipauy  with  Koaciusiko,  the  Polish  engineer,  reconnoitred 
Llie  neighborhood  in  quest  of  a  good  camping-ground,  and  at 
Uugtli  fixed  upon  a  ridge  of  hills  called  Beniis's  Heights,  which 
■eiiiako  prouccdcd  to  fortify. 

moan  time,  Cobncl  Cotburn  was  sent  off  with  a  small 
f  to  adccnd  the  high  hills  on  the  east  side  of  the  Hudson,  and 
h  the  morementa  of  the  enemy  with  glasses  from  their  sum- 
^  or  from  the  tops  of  the  trees.     For  tbrce  days  lie  kept  thus 


•  MS,  Lrticr  to  Schnjlor. 
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on  the  look-out,  sending  word  from  time  to  time  to 
that  he  espied. 

On  the  11th  there  were  the  firn  tigni  of  moTemart 
Burgojne*8  troops.  On  the  13th  and  14th,  they  alowlj 
over  a  bridge  of  boats,  which  thoj  had  thrown  acrom  the  1 
and  encamped  near  Fish  Creek.  Colbum  oonnted  eight  1 
tents,  including  nianjuoo?.  A  niilo  in  advance  were  fonrlM 
tents.  The  IIes>iaiis  remained  encamped  on  the  eastern 
the  river,  but  iuttTvcniug  woods  conoealed  the  number  ( 
tents.  There  was  not  the  usual  stir  of  military  anlmatioi 
eamp&     There  were  no  evening  nor  morning  gans. 

On  the  Ifith,  both  English  and  llesAian  camps  struc 
t<^nts,  and  loaded  their  baggage  waggons.  By  twelve  o*clo 
began  to  march.  Colbum  neglecteil  to  notice  the  route  ti 
the  IIcsMians;  his  attention  was  ab.sorbed  by  the  Briti 
made  their  way  slowly  and  laboriously  down  the  western 
the  river,  along  a  wretched  road  intersected  by  brooks  ai 
lets,  the  bridgi>s  ovit  which  Schuyler  had  broken  down 
division  had  with  it  eighty-five  ba^rirage  waggons  and  a  gre 
of  artillery ;  with  two  unwieldy  twenty -four-pounders,  acti 
drag  anchors.  It  was  a  silent,  dogged  march,  without  1 
drum,  or  npirit-stirring  bray  of  trumpet.  A  body  of  light 
new  levici,  and  ludians^  painted  and  decorated  for  war, 
off  from  the  rest  and  disii{)peared  in  the  forest,  up  Fiih 
From  the  great  silence  observed  by  Burgoync  in  his  mofc 
and  the  care  he  took  in  keeping  his  men  together,  and  aUoi 
straggling  parties,  Colonel  Colbum  apprehended  that  he  act 
an  attack.  Having  seen  the  army  advance  two  miles 
march,  therefore,  he  descended  from  tlie  heights,  and  haitc 
the  American  camp  to  make  his  report     A  Britisli  pri 
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lit  in  Boon  afterwards,  stated  that  Burgojne  had  come  to 
bout  four  miles  distant. 

1  the  following  morning,  the  army  was  under  arms  at  daj- 

the  enemy,  however,  remained  encamped,  repairing  bridges 

nt,  and  sending  down  guard  boats  to  reconnoitre;   the 

cans,  therefore,  went  on  to  fortify  their  position.     The  ridge 

is  called  Bemis^s  Heights,  rises  abruptly  from  the  narrow 

rdering  the  west  side  of  the  river.     Kosciuszko  had  forti- 

e  camp  with  intrcnchments  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  ex- 

laving  redoubts  and  batteries,  which  commanded  the  valley, 

^en  the  hills  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river;  for  the 

•n,  in  this  upper  part,  is  comparatively  a  narrow  streauL 

the  foot  of  the  height,  an  intrench  men  t  extended  to  tho 

mding  with  a  battery  at  the  water  edge,  commanding  a 

bridge. 

right  wing  of  the  army,  under  the  immediate  command 
,  and  composed  of  Glover^s,  Nixon^s,  and  Patterson's 
occupied  the  brow  of  the  hill  nearest  to  the  river,  with 
elow. 

ft  wing,  commanded  by  Arnold,  was  on  the  side  of  the 

est  from  the  river,  and  distant  from  the  latter  about 

)Ta  of  a  mile.     It  was  composed  of  the  New  Hampshire 

General  Poor,  Pierre  Van  Courtlandt's  and  James 

regiments  of  New  York   militia,  the  Oonnecticut 

•an's  riflemen,  and  Dearborn's  infantry.     The  centre 

of  Massachusetts  and  New  York  troops. 

gradually  drew  nearer  to  the  camp,  throwing  out 

f  pioneers  and  workmen.     The  Americans  disputed 

Hessian  officer  observes :  "  The  enemy  bristled 

we  attempted  to  repair  more  bridges.     At  lasti 
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nt  had  to  do  him  Um  booor  of  mb^i^  oat  «liolo 
protect  oar  vorkmen."  * 

It  wu  Arnold  wiio  proToked  this  honor.     At  Um  Im»1 
flftoen  hoodied  men  h«  ikirmiahed  braTal;  with  <U  mMftno 
■ent  ont  ^^nst  him,  «nd  retired  with  HToral  priiuwii. 

BnrgojM  DOW  cnmrnped  aboot  two  milei  fron  0«Hnl! 
diaponng  hb  annj  in  two  linee ;  the  k'ft  oa  th«  rivor, 
ezleDding  at  right  anglea  to  it,  about  riz  handred  JV^- 
tbe  low  groonds  to  a  range  of  steep  and  rook;  hill*, 
the  UiUf  a  nrioe  formed  bj  a  rimlet  from  the  hflls 
fktnt  of  tho  camp.     The  low  ground  between  tbe 
coltirated;  the  hills  were  coTcred  with  woods,  ezeepUng  Aim 
fbor  small  openinga  and   deserted   &nn9.     Beaido   tko  ma 
nhitit  fronted  each  camp  there  was  a  third  one,  midwmy  bUs 
them,  also  at  rigbt   angles  to  tho  rivcr.f 

On  the  morning  of  tho  19th,  General  Qates  reerivvd  W 
gence  that  tho  enemy  were  advancing  in  great  fiiree  on  Ui  I 
It  was,  in  fact,  their  right  wing,  compoeed  of  the  Britidi  Ifall 
led  b<f  Bargoyuo  in  person.  It  was  corercd  by  the  tmi/ti 
^nd  li^t-iufantrj  under  General  Fraser  and  CotoQel  BMMI 
who  kept  along  the  high  grounds  on  the  rights  while  th^t 
turn,  were  covered  in  front  and  on  the  flanks  by  Tnitiiy 
cial  royalists  and  Canadians.  The  left  wbg  and  mr^Qmf^ 
advancing  at  Ibo  same  time,  under  Major-ganeral  V\ 
Bicdesel,  along  the  great  road  and  meadows  by  tb« 
but  they  were  retarded  by  the  ncecesity  of  rv|ia]rtu 
bridges.  It  was  the  plan  of  Burgojnc,  that  tho  CanacEniM 
Indiana  should  attack  the  central  outposts  of  the  . 
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draw  their  atlcntlon  in   thai   direction,  while  he  and    Fraser, 

making  a  circuit  throngh  the  woods,  should  join  forces  aud  full 

upon  the  rear  of  the  American  cawp.     As  the  dense  foreatj  bid 

them  from  each  other,  signal  guns  were  to  regulate  their  moro- 

mcnts.     Three,  fired  in  mccessiou,  were  to  denote  that  all  was 

reaJf,  and  be  the  signal  fur  an  attavk  in  front,  flank  and  rear. 

TUo   American  pieketa,   slationcd  along  the  ravine  of  Mill 

L  Creek,  eeut  repeated  aeeounts  to  General  Gates  of  the  uiorcmcnta 

I  of  the  eneuiv ;  but  he  remained  quiet  in  his  camp  as  if  detcruiiied 

>  await   an  attack.     The   American    officers   grew   impatient. 

Arnold  cspeciallj,  impetuous  by  nature,  urged  repeatedly  thai  a 

tachment  should  be  sent  forth  to  check  the  enemy  in  their  ad- 

woe,  and  drive  the  Indians  out  of  the  woods-     At  length  he 

Iwccecdcil  in  getting  [fcrniisision,  about  noon,  to  detach  Morgan 

rith  hia  riflemen  and  Dearborn  with  his  infantry  from  his  divi- 

km.     They  eoou  fell  in  with  the  Cauadiaus  and  ludians,  which 

ued  the  advance  guard  of  the   enemy's  right,  and  attacking 

I  with  spirit,  drove  thi-iu  in,  or  rather  dispersed  them.     Mor- 

I   rillemen,   following   np   their   advantage   with    too    much 

^ruess,  became  likewise  geBtterc-d,  and  a  strong  reinforcement 

jyslisLii  arriving  on  the  scone  of  action,  the   Amcricaus,  in 

r  turn,  were  obliged  to  give  way. 

Other  detachments  now  arrived  from  the  American  camp,  led 

f  Antold,  who  attacked  Fraser  on  his  right,  to  check  his  attempt 

»get  in  the  rear  of  the  camp.     Finding  the  position  of  Fraser 

i>  strong  (a  be  forced,  he  sent  to  head-quarters  for  reinforce- 

■bUi,  Imt  Ihey  were  refused  by  Gates,  who  declared  that  no 

t  should  go;  ''he  would  not  suffer  hia  camp  to  ho  expoacd."* 


•  Col.  Varidt  to  Schnj-ler.     Sohojler  Papen. 


2U  I 

TWreuoii  h«  pn 
left  wing. 

Arnold  now  made  a  rapid  oonDter-mftrdi,  and,  bb 
being  maakod  bjr  the  wooda,  luddenlj  attempted  to  Utm 
left.    Here  he  came  iu  full  oooflict  witli  the  Britidi  Hat, 
threw  himaeir  upoo  it  with  a  boldoMt  and  impobooaity  UmI  fcr» 
time  threatoQcd  to  break  it,  aod  cut  the  wings  vf  tbe  umja^ 
der.     The  greoadicra  and   Breyman'a   riflemen    hantniMd  ft 
npporL     General  Phillip*  broke  his  wa;  through  the  vm 
four  pieeea  of  artillery,  and  Biedeoel  oame  on  witk  hi 
dragoon.    BeiDforoemcnU  came  likewiae  to  Arnold^  am 
hit  Ebroe,  however,  oever  exceeded  three  thooaaod  Btea,  a 
theee,  for  nearly  four  hoars,  he  kept  up  a  conflict  ahnont 
hand,  with  the  whole  right  wing  of  the  Aritiib  nrmj. 
the  time  the  Americana  hod  tho  advantage  of  fightii^  n 
oorer  of  n  wood,  so  fuvorahlo  txi  their  militia  and 
Bargoyne  ordered  the  woods  to  be  cleared  by  the  bajCMl 
troops  rnahed  forward  in  columns  with  a  hurra  I    Tb«  AMti 
kept  within  their  intrcnchmeuta,  and  repeatedly  rniiiilwii  4 
but,  if  thoy  pursued  their  advantage,  and  advanced  iiAs>i 
field,  they  were  in  their  turn  driven  back. 

Night  alone  put  an  end  to  a  conflict,  which  tlw  Brillill 
knowledged  to  have  been  the  moat  obatinate  and  ]ui4|jA 
they  had  ever  experienced  in  America.  Both  partiaa  ifaiM 
victory.  But,  though  the  British  remained  oa  tbe  fieM  tlM 
where  they  lay  all  night  upon  their  amis,  they  had  bilaAiiP 
object;  they  had  been  aseailed  instead  of  bciug  Um 
while  the  AmericantroopeliadacoompliabcdtlMpuptM^fc  ' 
they  had  sallied  forth ;  had  checked  the  advance  of  ttt 
frustrated  their  }4an  of  attack,  and  returned 
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oamp.  Their  loss,  in  killed  and  waimded,  was  between  three  aad 
four  bnudri^d,  including  Bcvcral  officers ;  that  of  the  enemy  up- 
watda  of  five  hundred. 

Burgoyne  gives  an  affecting  picture  of  the  eituation  of  the 
larlics  of  rank  already    mcntinucd,    during   this   action.     LaJy 
Ilnrrict  had  been  directed  by  her  husband,  Major  Afkbnd,  to 
follow  the  route  of  the  artillery  and  baggage,  which  was  not  ex- 
posed.    "  At  the  time  the  action  began,"  writes  Burgoyoe,  "  she 
found  bcrsulf  near  a  small  uninhabited  hut,  where  she  alighted. 
When  it  was  found  the  action  was  becoming  general  and  bloody, 
the  surgeons  of  the  hospital  took  possession  of  the  same  place,  as 
the  most  convenient  for  the  first  care  of  the  wounded.     TLua  was 
r  -fbc  lady  in  hearing  of  one  continued  fire  of  ennnon  and  musketry, 
nbr  four  hours  together,'  with  the  presumption,  from  the  post  of 
Bner  husband  at  the  head  of  the  grenadiers,  that  ho  was  in  tho 
naost  exposed  part  of  the  action.     She  had  three  female  com- 
nnnioua,  the  Baroness  of  Riede^el,  and  the  drives  of  two  British 
■taAcer?,   Major   Hamage   and  Lieutenant,  Reyncll ;    but  in  the 
^Bveut  tbcir  presence  eerrcd  but  little  for  comfort.     Major  Ilar- 
^■Sgv  was  soon  brought  to  the  surgeons  very  badly  wonnded  ;  and 
^b   a  little  time  after  came  intelligence  that  Lieutenant  Bcyuell 
^^■s  shot  dead.     Iinagiuation  wants  no  helps  to  figure  the  state 
^H  the  wholo  group." 

^F  Arnold  was  eiee«sively  indignant  at  Gates's  withholding  the 
Btolnforcenients  he  bad  rc<|aircd  ia  the  beat  of  the  action;  had 
Hhef  been  furnished,  he  said,  he  mlglit  have  severed  tlie  line  of 
^Bb  enemy  and  gained  a  complete  victory.  Ho  was  ur^ut  to 
^^Mnme  the  nctiou  ou  the  suceecdiog  morning,  aiid  follow  up  the 
^^Hruutago  he  had  gained,  but  Gates  declined,  to  his  udditional 
^Bnoyonee.     He  attributed  tho  refusal  to  piijue  or  jealousy,  but 


sift  ura  or  wumaotom. 


Gate  nbMqawUr  gars  m  a  tmmM  A»  gnat  l^ljpiB  l»^ 
d«r  ud  Ul  ID  the  camp,  irhiBh  vaa  knon  only  to  <1 ' 
wkieh  ke  kept  iMret  until  a  anppljr  was  moI  fr«n  AUaag'.  . 

Bargojiw  doit  MrongtbaiMil  kis  poaitifio  vilk  i 
and  batteriait  part  of  than  mtom  Um  maulawa  «4u^  |^ 
the  riT«r,  part  on  tbe  brow  of  tk<  bd|^U  wtack  i 
tken.     Tb«  AtDericana  Ukewias  eztcoded  awl  ■ 
lino  of  breaatvork*  on  the  left  of  tho  camp ;  tba  rigbt  waa  ■! 
TiniMailihln      Tbe  campt  were  within  foubot,  bat  witk  B 
and  vooda  between  theoi. 

Waahii^UiD'a  predictiona  of  tbe  e&et  to  ba  pndmJJ 
Horgam'i  riBcmen  approached  AilfilmenL  The  ladiaaa,  f 
at  tbe  nrcre  treatnieat  experienced  from  tbeae  retaraa  I 
figfalen,  wera  disappearing  from  the  Britiah  camp.  The  fl 
diaiia  and  rojal  provtuoials,  "  mere  tritnmera,"  aa  BnrgojaeM 
tbcni,  were  deserting  io  great  number*,  and  h«  bad  no  tmtk 
in  thoae  wbo  remained. 

liis  aitnation  waa  growing  more  and  ntore  oritMsL  Oi^ 
21si,  be  beard  shonts  io  tbe  American  camp,  and  in  %  IHtit^ 
their  cannon  Ibnodered  a  feu  tU  joU.  News  bad  bean  ^^ 
from  General  Lincoln,  that  a  detacbmeot  of  New  Koglad^ 
under  Colonel  Brown  bad  surprised  the  carrjii^-plaee,  adlfM 
French  lines  at  Ticooderoga,  captured  an  armed  aloi^  C4^ 
and  bateau^  made  three  hundred  prisonera,  beaida  t 
hundred  American  captives,  and  were  laying  «eg«  to  Vvtih 
pendence.* 

Fortonatcly  for  Bnrgojne.  while  affmira  were  d 
North,  a  raj  of  hope  dawned  from  the  Sontk     WUIa  thti* 

•  CoL  V>iU  to  Sdntjlar.    Siimjimt^m^ 
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from  the  Americaji  camp  were  yet  ringing  in  his  ears,  came  a 
letter  in  cipher  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  dated  the  12th  of  Sep- 
tember, announcing  his  intention  in  about  ten  days  to  attack  the 
forts  in  the  Highlands  of  the  Hudson. 

Burgoyne  sent  back  the  messenger  the  same  night,  and  de- 
spatched, moreover,  two  officers  in  disguise,  by  different  routes,  all 
bearing  messages  informing  Sir  Henry  of  his  perilous  situation, 
and  urging  a  diversion  that  might  oblige  General  Gates  to  detach 
a  part  of  his  army ;  adding,  that  he  would  endeavor  to  maintain 
his  present  position,  and  await  favorable  events  until  the  12th  of 
October.* 

The  jealousy  of  Gates  had  been  intensely  excited  at  finding 
the  whole  credit  of  the  late  affair  given  by  the  army  to  Arnold  : 
in  his  despatches  to  government  he  made  no  mention  of  him. 
This  increased  the  schism  between  them.     Wilkinson,  the  adju- 
tant-general, who  was  a  sycophantic  adherent  of  Gates,  pandered 
to  his  pique  by  withdrawing  from  Arnold's  division  Morgan's  rifle 
corps  and  Dearborn's  light  -  infantry,  its  arm  of  strength,  which 
bad  done  such  brilliant  service  in  the  late  affair :  they  were 
Iienceforth  to  be  subject  to  no  order  but  those  from  head-quarters. 
Arnold  called  on  Gates  on  the  evening  of  the  22d,  to  re- 
inonstrate.     High  words  passed  between  them,  and  matters  came 
to  an  open  rupture.     Gates,  in  his  heat,  told  Arnold  that  he  did 
^ot  consider  him  a  major-general,  he  having  sent  his  resignation 
*%o  Congress — that  he  had  never  ^ven  him  the  command  of  any 
^vision  of  the  army — that  General  Lincoln  would  arrive  in  a  day 
two,  and  then  he  would  have  no  further  occasion  for  him,  and 
onld  give  him  a  pass  to  go  to  Philadelphia,  whenever  he  chose,  f 

*  Burgoyne  to  Lord  George  Germain. 

f  CoL  Livingfton  to  Schuyler.    Schuyler  Papers. 
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Arnold  rataroed  to  hii  quuttn  in  k  raga,  and  wttite  a  aM 
to  Gatw  nqoeuing  the  proffored  permit  to  doput  Sat  ] 
ftm  i  hf  tha  time  bo  received  it  hia  in  had  wnhd  a 
ekanged  hii  mind.     Ha  datamioed  to  remain  t&  MBi 
the  anticipated  battl& 

Lincoln,  in  the  mean  time,  arrived  in  advaaea  at  kbtlH 
wbioh  ioon  foUowed  to  tlie  amoBnt  of  two  thooaaad. 
tlie  ttot^  detached  by  him  ooder  Colonel  Brown,  wera  h 
Tietmdaroga  and  Fort  Independence.     Coloaal  Brawq  Uh 
with  part  of  his  detkduneut,  h4kd  embarked  on  XaIu  I 
an  anned  aehooDer  and   a  iqaadron  of  oaptored  | 
bateaux,  and  wu  threateotng  the  enom;'*  dcpoait  of  h 
heavj  artillery  st  Diamond  Inland.     Tlie  toila  ao  akiUollj  ■ 
were  encompaasiugBurgojnc  mora  and  more  J  tltO|[ateaaf  C 
were  cloaiag  bchiod  biiu. 

A  morning  or  two  after  Lincoln'!  arriTnl,  Aniotd  o 
him  giving  BO! lie  directiona  in  the  left  division,  and   qnid^ip 
qaired  whether  be  waa  doing  bo  by  order  of  General  Qaioa; 
answered  in   the  negative,  ho  observed  that  the   left  i 
belonged  to  him;   and  that  he  believed  hia  (Lineola^)  ■■ 
•tation  waa  Od  (he  right,  and  that  of  General  Qataa  o^hljt 
in  the  oentre.    He  requested  him  to  mentioo  tLia  to  | 
Oatca,  and  have  the  matter  adjusted. 

"  He  ia  determined,"  writes  Varick,  "  not  to  nftt  ii 
iuterfbre  in  his  division,  and  says  it  wilt  be  doatb  to  J 
who  does  ao  in  action."     Arnold,  in  fact,  waa  in  n  k 
and  rather  blostcrcd  about  the  camp.     Gatea,  h«  i 
refuse  him  hia  command,  and  he  would  not  jidd  it  a 
battle  waa  ezpectod. 

Some  of  the  gtnaral  offioers  and  oolonela  of  Ui  fifUM] 
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posed  to  make  him  «i  address,  thanking  him  for  his  past  services, 
particularly  in  the  late  action,  and  entreating  him  to  stay.  Others 
suggested  that  the  general  officers  should  endeavor  to  produce  a 
reconciliation  between  the  jarring  parties.  Lincoln  was  inclined 
to  do  so;  but,  in  the  end,  neither  measure  was  taken  through 
fear  of  offending  Qeneral  Gates.  In  the  mean  time  Arnold 
xemained  in  camp,  treated,  he  said,  as  a  cipher,  and  never  con- 
aulted ;  though  when  Congress  had  sent  him  to  that  department, 
at  the  request  of  General  Washington,  they  expected  the  com- 
mander  would  at  least  have  taken  his  opinion  on  public  matters. 

On  the  30th,  he  gave  vent  to  his  feelings  in  an  indignant 
letter  to  Gates.  "  Notwithstanding  I  have  reason  to  think  your 
treatment  proceeds  from  a  spirit  of  jealousy,"  writes  ho,  "  and 
that  I  have  every  thing  to  fear  from  the  malice  of  my  enemies, 
eonscious  of  my  own  innocency  and  integrity,  I  am  determined  to 
licrifice  my  feelings,  present  peace  and  quiet,  to  the  public  good, 
lUid  continue  in  the  army  at  this  critical  juncture,  when  my  coun- 
try needs  every  support 

<«  I  hope,"  concludes  he,  '^  you  will  not  impute  this  hint  to  a 
to  command  the  army,  or  to  outshine  you,  when  I  assure  you 
proceeds  from  my  zeal  for  the  cause  of  my  country,  in  which 
expect  to  rise  or  falL"* 

All  this  time  the  Americans  were  harassing  the  British  camp 

-til  frequent  night  alarms  and  attacks  on  its  pickets  and  outposts. 

''  From  the  20th  of  September  to  the  7th  of  October,"  writes 

yne, ''  the  armies  were  so  near,  that  not  a  night  passed 

at  firing,  and  sometimes  concerted  attacks  upon  our  advanced 

:ets.     I  do  not  believe  either  officer  or  soldier  ever  slept  in 

«  GateiTt  Papers,  N.  Y.  Hist  lib. 


tbst  intonl  viihoat  his  clothe* ;  or  tbat  anjr 
conmwadw  v(  a  rc^imont  paMed  x  nn^  ni^^  wHllMlft 
upon  his  legs  ocouioiullj  Kt  dtftmit  hoon,  and  amln 
hoar  befbr*  daylight."  * 

Still  Borgoyoe  kept  op  t  reiolate  nuen,  IdUog  his 
in  s  hsrsngnt,  that  ho  was  detemmed  to  Ickts  hb  bmat  m  t» 
field,  or  fane  his  vaj  to  Albanj.  fie  yet  dnng  to  iW  hofs,lM 
Sir  Hour;  Clinton  might  operato  in  time  to  roUeve  hia 
periloos  pomlion. 

Wo  will  now  east  a  look  toward  New  York,  kad  mm 
MOSS  of  Sir  Henry's  delay  in  his  aniumdy 
on  tho  Hsdson. 


■  Bvtfojw'f  EipediliOB,  f.  166L 
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CHAPTER   XXI. 

ASATI058  OF  SIR  HE!nKT  CLtNTON — 8TATX    OF  THS   HIOHLAITD  DSFKHCB8 

FUTNAM    AULIUtBD — ADYANCX    OF   TEE    ARMAXKMT    UP    THB    HUDSON — 

PLAN  OF  SIR  HENRr  CUNTON — PEKKSKILL  THBKATSinSD — FOTNAX  DB* 
CKIYKD — SECRKT  MARCH  OF  TOB  ENEXT  THROUGH  THB  UWrSTAlS»^- 
FORTS  MONTOOMERY  AMD  CLINTON  OVERPOWERED— NARROW  BSGAPB  OF 
TUB  COHMANDER8— CONFLAGRATION  AND  EXPLOSION  OF  THB  AMERICAN 
FRIGATB8 — RALLTINO  EFF(5RT8  OF  PUTNAM  AND  GOVERNOR  CLINTON — ^TUB 
8FT  AND  THE  SILVER  BULLET — ^ESOPUS  BURNT — RAVAGING  PROGRESS  OF 
THE   ENKMT    UP  TUB  HUDSON. 

The  expedition  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton  had  avaited  the  arrival 
of  .reiDforcemenis  from  Europe,  which  were  slowly  crossing  the 
ocean  in  Dutch  bottoms.  At  length  they  arrived,  after  a  three 
months^  voyage,  and  now  there  was  a  stir  of  warlike  preparation 
at  New  York ;  the  streets*  were  full  of  soldiery,  the  bay  full  of 
■hips ;  and  water  craft  of  all  kinds  were  plying  about  the  harbor. 
Between  three  and  four  thousand  men  were  to  be  embarked  on 
board  of  ships  of  war,  armed  galleys  and  flat-bottomed  boats. 
A  southern  destination  was  given  out,  but  shrewd  observers  sur- 
mised the  real  one. 

The  defences  of  the  Highlands,  on  which  the  security  of  the 
Sudsou  depended,  were  at  this  time  weakly  garrisoned;  some 
^T  the  troops  having  been  sent  o£F  to  reinforce  the  armies  on  the 


Pekwue  ud  in  the  North.    Fnliuuii,  wbo  hti  Ibag 

nund  of  the  Ui^Uoda,  had  but  eleren  I 

four  hnndrad  mllitik  troops  with  him  at  PeokikBI,  kfa  | 

qiiarten.     There  wu  ■  facble  gmrrimn  kt  Fort  ] 

the  vieiaitj  of  I'eekakill,  to  guard  the  pablio  ■! 

at  ConUoental  Villige. 

The  Hi^Und  lorts,  ClintoD,  Klonlgomer;,  uid  ( 
aittutod  among  the  nountaiDS  and  formiqg  their  m 
vera  BO  better  garrimncd,  and  George  Clinton,  wbo  had  tba^l 
mand  of  them,  and  who  waa   in  a  manoer  the  ohampioaaf  J 
Highlands,  wiis  absent  from  hja  jioet,  attending  tba  StaM  J^ 
lature  at  KiDgll^>n  (Esopus),  in  Ulater  County,  in  bia  c 
of  goTomor. 

There  were  patriot  ejra  in  New  York  to  watch  tb«  ( 
cvcota,  and  patriot  boats  on  the  river  to  act  aa  swift  om 
Oil  the  20th  of  September  Putnam  writes  to  hia  ooadjatoc  ihl 
governor :  "  I  have  received  intelligent  on  wbioh  I  am  M^ 
depend,  that  the  enemy  had  reecired  a  reinforceiDCot  ti  I 
York  last  Thnmday,  of  about  three  thonnnd  British  and  fi 
troops;  that  General  Clinton  baa  called  in  guIJes  wbo  beki| 
about  Croton  Itivcr;  has  ordered  hard  bread  to  be  baked;  M 
the  troops  are  called  from  Paulus  Hook  to  King's  I 
the  whole  tnyvps  are  now  nnder  marching  orderii  I  i 
highly  probable  the  designs  of  the  enemy  are  against  &• : 
the  Highlands,  or  of  some  part  of  the  counties  of  ^ 
Dutchess."  Under  these  circumstances  he  beggad  a  r 
inent  of  the  militia  to  enable  tiim  to  mniulain  Liapoat,  and  ii 
ted  s  wish  for  the  personal  assJEtanee  and  counsel  of  th«  gartnr 
In  a  postempt,  be  adds;  "Tbediipsare  draw>  ay  la  Aid 


ITH.]  STATE   OF   THE   HIGHLAND  DEFENCES.  223 

And  I  beliere  nothiDg  prevents  them  from  paying  us  an  immediate 
▼iait,  but  a  contrary  wind." 

On  receiving  this  letter  the  governor  forthwith  hastened  to 
bis  post  in  the  Highknds,  with  such  militia  force  as  he  could 
collect  We  have  heretofore  spoken  of  his  Highland  citadel 
Fort  Montgomery,  and  of  the  obstructions  of  chain,  boom,  and 
die?aiix-de-frise  between  it  and  the  opposite  promontory  of  An- 
ttony's  Nose,  with  which  it  had  been  hoped  to  barricade  the 
Badson.  The  chain  had  repeatedly  given  way  under  the  pressure 
^  tlie  tide,  but  the  obstructions  were  still  considered  efficient, 
sod  were  protected  by  the  guns  of  the  fort,  and  of  two  frigates 
tad  two  armed  galleys  anchored  above. 

Fort  Clinton  had  subsequently  been  erected  within  rifle  shot 
of  Port  Montgomery,  to  occupy  ground  which  commanded  it. 
A  deep  ravine  and  stream  called  Peploep's  Kill,  intervened  be- 
tween the  two  forts,  across  which  there  was  a  bridge.  The  gov- 
ernor had  his  head-quarters  in  Fort  Montgomery,  which  was  the 
northern  and  largest  fort,  but  its  works  were  unfinished.  His 
brother  James  had  charge  of  Fort  Clinton,  which  was  complete. 
^t  whole  force  to  garrison  the  associate  forts  did  not  exceed  six 
hundred  men,  chiefly  militia,  but  they  had  the  veteran  Colonel 
^b  of  the  artillery  with  them,  who  had  served  in  Canada, 
^d  a  company  of  his  artillerists  was  distributed  in  the  two 
forts. 

The  armament  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  which  had  been  waiting 
^or  a  wind,  set  sail  in  the  course  of  a  day  or  two  and  stood  up  the 
Budson,  dogged  by  American  swift-rowing  whale-boats.  Late 
^  night  of  the  4th  of  October  came  a  barge  across  the  river, 
&om  Peekskill  to  Fort  Montgomery,  bearing  a  letter  from  Putnam 
^  the  governor.     "  This  morning,"  writes  he,  "  we  had  informa- 


tkB  from  our  guAnl  boaU,  tbat  tlion  wen  twn  aliii*  ofi 

a  lar}^  nunilwr  uf  d;>ttxrtti>ino<J  bcMto,  a 
rirer.  The/  pnomdod  «p  m  fcr  H  tMljtHW^  -«l 
landed  tiwir  nen.  Thia  emuBg  Iheyww  MiMNi  |y 
BMB-of-wsr,  fir*  topMul  TCMak,  and  ft  kijAaiidOT  of  ■ 
I  ban  aent  off  partka  to  exanuM  Ihair  lOBto  tad  hi 
aardi,  if  pradmt  B7  iafenaatioB  tnm  aavanl  Mh 
ten,  we  haT*  reaaon  to  believe  they  intend  fer  lUi  pa 
an  no*r  making  ep,  aa  wo  hear,  Ibr  tba  &alM  Btidga," 

The  landing  of  troopa  at  TanTtown  waa  &  aMaa  M 
part  of  Sir  Henry  to  diatraet  tba  attentioB  tt  1km  Ml 
aHa  mardiing  a  few  tnilea  into  the  ooatary,  Aa^  nia 
ra-embarkod ;  the  armament  oontinned  aenaa  tba  T^ 
and  Havetatraw  Bay  to  Verplanok'i  Point,  wbero^  oa 
Sir  Henry  buidcd  with  three  thousand  men  abont  m^ 
below  Peckskill. 

Patnam  drew  back  to  the  hilla  in  the  roar  of  Ibt  t 
prepare  for  the  expected  attack,  and  aent  off  b>  Oowmi 
for  all  the  troopa  he  ooald  ipare.  So  iu  the  maattnu 
Henry  Clinton  had  been  mcoearful.  It  waa  hk  piaa  to 
an  attack  on  Peekakill  and  Fort  Indepeodenee,  aad,  «ka 
drawn  the  attention  of  the  Ameriean  nfiiiiiniiiilaia  to  tti 
tar,  to  land  troopa  on  the  weatom  abort  of  Aa  Balm 
the  Dnnderberg  (Thander  Hill),  make  a  mfid  aaieb 
the  defilea  bdiind  that  mountain  to  the  rear  of  Potto  Mm 
and  Clinton,  eome  down  on  them  bj  gorpriae,  and  aat^l 
aeoupil*  main. 

Aooordinglj  at  an  early  boor  of  the  fbUowi^  aaniiil 


■  Can^cndaDoe  cf  tba  Bevolutum.    £^Mk^  iL  MIL 
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inUge  of  k  thick  fog,  he  crossed  with  two  thousand  men  to 
ty  Point,  on  the  west  shore  of  the  river,  learicg  about  a  thou- 
[  iDOD,  ehiefly  royalists,  at  VerplancVs  Point,  to  keep  up  a 
Bteuiog  aspect  towards  Peek^iltin.  Three  frigates,  also,  wero 
lftu<l  up  what  is  called  the  Devil's  Horse  Race  into  Pui^kakiU 
i  and  statioa  theoiselves  within  cannon-shot  of  Fort  In<Je- 
ence. 

Che  crossing  of  the  troops  had  been  dimly  descried  from 
okill,  bat  thoy  were  supposed  to  be  a  mere  detachmenl  from 
nain  body  on  a  maraud. 

faring  accomplished  his  landing,  Sir  Henry,  conducted  by  a 
guide,  set  out  on  a  forced  and  circuitous  march  of  several 
t  by  rugged  defiles,  round  the  western  base  of  the  Dunder- 
At  the  entrance  of  the  pass  he  left  a  small  force  to  guard 
id  keep  up  his  communication  with  the  ships.  By  eight 
ek  in  the  morning  he  had  effected  his  march  round  the  Dun- 
erg,  and  halted  on  the  northern  aide  in  a  ravine,  between  it 
a  conical  mount  called  Bear  Hill.  The  possibility  of  au 
ly's  approach  by  this  pasa  had  been  noticed  by  Washington 
icnunoitring  the  Uighland»,  and  lie  had  mentioned  it  in  his 
rnctious  to  Generals  Greene  and  Knox,  when  they  were  sent 
Bke  their  military  survey,  but  they  considered  it  impraeti- 
i,  from  the  extreme  difficulty  of  the  mountain  passes.  It  ia 
ice  of  difficulties,  however,  that  surprises  are  apt  to  be 
bpted,  and  the  most  signal  have  been  achieved  in  the  face 
letniug  impossibilities. 

at  the  ravine  between  the  Dundcrberg  and  Bear  Hill,  Sir 
^  divided  his  forces.  One  division,  nine  hundred  strong, 
hy  Licutenant-coloQel  Campbell,  was  to  make  a  circuit 
igh  the  forest  ronnd  the  western  side  of  Bear  QUI,  bo  as  to 
tou  111.— 10" 
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gain  the  rear  of  Fort  Montgomery.     After  Sir  Henry  had 
lowed  .sufficient  time  for  them  to  make  the  cirouiti  he  wis  to 
cccd  with  the  other  division  down  the  ravine,  towards  the  rii 
turn  to  the  left  along  a  narrow  strip  of  land  between  the  Hndiaj 
and  a  small  lake  called  Sinipink  Pond,  which  lay  at  the  fiMt^j 
Bear  Hill,  and  advance  npon  Fort  Clinton.     Both  forts  were 
be  attacked  at  the  same  time. 

The  detachment  under  Campbell  set  off  in  high  spiriti; 
was  composed  partly  of  royalists,  led  by  Colonel  Beverly 
son  of  New  York,  partly  of  Emerick's  chasseurs,  and  partlji 
grenadiers,  under  Lord  Rawdon,  then  about  twenty-fbor 
of  age,  who  had  already  seen  service  at  Bunker^s  HilL  Wid 
hiAi  went  Couut  Gabrouski,  a  Polish  nobleman,  aide-de-camp  H 
Sir  Henry  Clinton,  but  who  had  sought  to  accompany  his  friei^^ 
Lord  Ha wdou,  in  this  wild  mountain  scramble.  Every  thiog  tini:{ 
fur  had  been  conducted  with  celerity  and  apparent  secrecy,  tBij 
complete  surprise  of  both  forts  was  anticipated.  Sir  Henrj  M 
indeed,  outwitted  one  of  the  guardians  of  the  Highlands,  batthli 
other  was  aware  of  his  designs.  Governor  Clinton,  on  reoeinf  j 
iutelligcnce  of  ships  of  war  coming  up  the  Hudson,  hsd  ieil| 
scouts  beyond  the  Dundcrberg  to  watch  their  movements.  Eujf  j 
ou  the  present  morning,  word  had  been  brought  him  that  fti9 
boats  were  landing  a  large  force  at  Stony  Point.  He  fiOfi' 
his  turn,  apprehended  an  attack,  and  sent  to  Putnam  for  xO^j 
forccments,  preparing,  in  the  mean  time,  to  make  such  defeooei 
his  bcauty  means  afforded. 

A  lieutenant  was  sent  out  with  thirty  men  from  Fort  Clis^j 
to  proceed  along  the  river-road  and  reconnoitre.     He  fcllinvit" 
the  advance  guard  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  division,  and  retroti 
skirmishing  to  the  fort.     A  larger  detachment  was  sent  out  ^ 
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the  approach  of  the  enemy  on  this  sWe  ;  while  Biity  men, 
irds  increased  to  n  biinilnd,  look  post  with  a  brosB  field- 
1  Iho  BL-:ir  nill  defile. 

Was  B  tiAtruw  and  rugged  pass, bordered  by  ehag^d  forests. 

Lplicll  nud  his  division  capie  pressing  forward,  they  wero 

bv  the  discharge  of  fire-arms  and  of  the  brass  field-piece, 

•wept  the  sti^op  defile.     The  ]iriti«h  troops  then  filed  off 

side  into  the  woods,  to  surround  the  Americans.     The 

finding  it  impodstblo  to  citricatc  their  field-piece  in  the 

paAs,  spiked  it,  and  rctrt-'atod  into  the  fort,  mider  coter 

fire  of  ■  two! re- pounder,  with    whiuh  Lamb  had  ixistod 

'  on  the  crest  of  a  hill. 

Henry  Clinton  had  met  with  equally  obstinate  opposition 

ipproach  to  Fort  Clinton ;  the  narrow  strip  of  land  be- 

lj»ke  8iuipink  and  the  Qudson,  along  which  ho  ndTuiicc<l, 

by  an  abatis.     By  four  o'clock  the  Araericaas  were 

their  works,  and   both  foria  were  assailed.     The 

irate  j  for  Governor  Clinton  was  a  hard  fighter, 

tit  in  hopes  of  reinforce naents  from   Putnam ;  not 

that  the  messengor  be  sent  to  him  bad  turned  traitor, 

Tted  to  the  enemy. 

ivc  o'clock,  he  was  sammoned  to  snrrender  in  fivo 
prevent  tlie  effusion  of  blood  :  the  reply  ivas  a  re- 
nt ten  minutes  afterwards,  there  was  a  general  attack 
forts.     It  was  resisted  with  obstinate  spirit,      Tho 
.iniicd    until    dusk.      The    ships    under    Com  moil  oi'c 
iroached  near  enough  to  open  an  irregular  (ire  upon 
apon  the  Tcs^tls  anchored  above  the  chetinis-dc- 
itter  returned  the  fire;  and   tho  flash  and  roar  of 
y  in  the  gathering  darkness  and  among  the  echovs 
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of  the  moantains  increased  the  terrors  of  tho  strifft.    The 
however,  were  too  extensiye  to  be  miumed  bj  the  seaaty , 
sons ;  they  were  entered  by  different  places  and  carried  tf 
point  of  the  bayonet;   the  Americans  fought  dcsperatolj 
one  redoubt  to  another ;  some  were  slain,  some  taken 
and  some  escaped  under  coyer  of  the  night  to  the  riTir  or 
mountains.     "  The  garrison/^  writes  Clinton,  significantly,  *l 
to  fight  their  way  out  as  many  as  could,  as  we  detenninadMll 
surrender.-' 

II is  brother  James  was  saved  from  a  deadly  throst  of  si 
net,  by  a  garrison  orderly-book  in  his  pocket ;  but  be  reemil 
flesh-wound  in  the  thigh.     He  slid  down  a  precipice,  one  hi 
feet  high,  into  the  ravine  between  the  forts,  and  escaped  to 
woods.     The  governor  leaped  down  the  rocks  to  the  river 
where  a  boat  was  putting  off  with  a  number  of  the 
They  turned  back  to  receive  him,  but  he  generously  refiuel 
endanger  their  safety,  as  the  boat  was  already  loaded  to  tbej 
wale.     It  was  only  on  receiving  assurance  of  its  being 
of  bearing  his  additional  weight,  that  he  consented  to 
The  boat  crossed  the  Hudson  in  safety,  and  before  midnigkt 
governor  was  with  Putnam,  at  Continental  Village, 
further  measures. 

Putnam  had  been  completely  outmanoBUvred  by  Sir 
Clinton.  He  had  continued  until  late  in  the  momiiig|i& 
belief  that  Peekskill  and  Fort  Independence  were  to  he  tke 
jects  of  attack.  His  pickets  and  scouts  could  not  asoertsis 
number  of  the  enemy  remaining  on  the  east  side  of  the  river; 
large  fire  near  Stony  Point  made  him  think  the  troops  whiebl 
crossed  were  merely  burning  storehouses;  while  shipa^ 
and  flat-bottomed  boats  seemed  preparing  to  land  forces  at 


m.] 


OFFICERS    KILLED COUNT    OABROUSSI. 


229 


IndcpcndeDCe  and  Feckakill.     Id   tlie  course  of  the  morning  be 

nallicd  forth  with  Brigadier- general  Parsons,  to  reconnoitre  the 

f  round  near  the  enemy.     After  their  return  they  were  ahtrmed, 

bo  Mja,  by  "  a  very  heavy  and  hot  firing  both  of  email  arms  and 

«annou,  at  Fort  Montgomery,"  which  must  have  made  a  tremen- 

dons  uproar  among  the  echoes  of  the  Dunderberg.     Aware  of 

the  real  point  of  danger,  bo  immediately  detoebed  Gvc  hnndred 

k  luen  to  rciuforco  tho  garrison-     They  had  six  milca  to  lUDrcb 

L  along  the  CQEtcm  shore,  and  ihou  to  cross  tlic  river ;  before  they 

mid  do  BO  the  fate  of  the  forts  was  decided. 

llritiah  biKtorians  acknowledge^  that  the  valor  and  resolution 
ipiaycd  by  the  Americans  in  the  defence  of  these  forts  were  in 
B  instance  exceeded  during  the  war;  their  laaa  in  killed,  wound- 
1  and  missing,  was  stated  at  two  hundred  and  fifty,  a  large  pro- 
Iprtiua  of  the  number  engaged.  Their  gallant  defence  awakened 
leroua  sentimeot  in  the  victors.  "  As  the  soldiers,"  ob- 
the  liritish  writer,  "  were  much  irritated,  as  well  by  the 
itiguc  they  had  undergone  and  the  opposition  they  met,  as  by 
e  loss  of  some  brave  and  favorite  officers,  the  slaughter  of  the 
wmy  WM  considerable."  " 

Among  the  officers  thus  deplored,  and  bloodily  revenged,  was 
h>lonel  Campbell,  who  commandeil  the  detachment  At  his  fall 
I  command  devolved  on  Colonel  Beverly  Bobinson  of  tie 
ncricao  leyalists.  Another  officer  slain  was  Major  Grant,  of 
New  York  volnnteers.  Count  tiabrouaki,  the  Polish  aide- 
uiupofSir  Henry  Clinton,  bad  gallantly  signal! ted  himself 
f  the  side  of  bis  friend,  Lord  Rnwdou,  who  led  the  grenadier* 
i  gtorauog  Fort  Montgomery.      The  count  received  hb  death 
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im :  '  Tab  U>i«  *vnnl  i«  LatJ  B^vdm,**  mU  bi^  * 
h«  tiM  tmmti  dinl  like  . 

Ob  Aa  n[iture  of  Uu  fnrU.  Um  Amerieu  Ms^Mi  «i  d 
J^a  ililiBaii  lor  ite  fnUrtiai  of  ibc  cbersBx-diyfHM  d 
(Mr  mMm,  Bila  all  mD,  and  BaieaTttrH  to  CMspt-  op  t^  in^ 
Tha  wind,  Iwwwar,  pnirad  adTsna ;  tli«re  w^a  danim-  of  lU 
bUing  bte  tha  haail*  af  tha  aaaay;  tbi!  pttv!^  tbtmrnc,* 
tbam  OD  tn  and  abandaBBd  Umb.  Ai  rrifrj  »n  wu  ■«,  4 
TcaaeU,  wa  sr^  tnld,  wvra  aoaa  "  HMgaiAnnt  pvnunkla  at  titi 
tba  Bwravklitig  moutiUiiu  wm  lit  up  bv  tlw  glat«,  ani  ■  oj 
of  nA6j  li|^it  f(leatn«4  ■loit;;  ili«  riv^r.  Tbe;  wen  in  a  farifl 
tba  HiglilaiHl-  runout  for  its  crtroca  :  ai  titc  flanm  |ri<dy 
reachad  tba  loadtd  rAonon,  i>ii-ir  iliaiHlM-'uig  rrporta  vara  a' 
plied  atid  prolong  alung  ib«  rockj  ahom.  Tfa« 
length  blew  up  >iUi  trcuicndouB  psploaionii,  and  all  agiia  W 
darkDea*.f 

On  tha  foUnwing  mnminf;.  tho  i^hcTaai-dc-rrise  aad 
obatnictiona  belwiwu  Fori  Moutgomery  and  Aothoo^'t  NomM 
cleared  awaj  :  tlic  AmoricaiiB  evacuated  Kort«  Xadepeaima'd 
Coostitation,  and  a  free  pacsagi^  up  tlip  Iladnui  wa»  i>f«nftrril 
BriUah  ahipa-  Sir  Ileorj  Clinton  prooooded  no  furibfr  is  paMi 
bat  left  the  rest  of  the  enierpri»n  to  bi?  acpompliabni  b;8irJ<^ 
Wallace  and  General  Vaughnu,  with  a  flviiig  wjUBdroa  0/ >i^ 
frigatea,  and  a  considerable  dctai^hmont  of  troops. 

Putnam  had  retreated  to  a  pass  in  iho  mouiitaJM, 
ude  of  the  livi^r,  near  Fishkill,  having  remoVRd  a<  nad^' 
■toiea  and  baggago  aa  passible  from  the  post  he  had  a) 

•  SMdnaa,  ml  L  p.  set 
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The  old  general  was  somewhat  mortified  at  having  heen  outwitted 
hj  the  enemy,  bat  endeavored  to  shift  the  responsibility.  In  a 
letter  to  Washington  (Oct  Stb),  he  writes :  "  I  have  repeatedly 
informed  your  Excellency  of  the  enemy's  design  against  this  post ; 

^    Imt,  from  some  motive  or  other,  ydti  always  differed  from  mo  in 

opinion.     As  this  conjectore  of  mine  has  for  once  proved  right,  I 

eannot  omit  informing  you,  that  my  real  and  sincere  opinion  is, 

that  they  now  mean  to  join  General  Burgoyne  with  the  utmost 

'  despatch.     Governor  Clinton  is  exerting  himself  in  collecting  the 

•^  Biilitia  of  this  State.  Brigadier-general  Parsons  I  have  sent  off 
to  forward  in  tbe  Connecticut  militia,  which  are  now  arriving  in 

"^  great  numbers.     I  therefore  hope  and  trust,  that,  in  the  course 

* 

'  '  ai  M,  few  days,  I  shall  be  able  -to  oppose  the  progress  of  the 
^  mnemj. 

He  had  concerted  with  Governor  Clinton  that  they  should 
SSM>ve  to  the  northward  with  their  forces,  along  the  opposite  shores 
~  <»€  the  Hudson,  endeavoring  to  keep  pace  with  the  enemy's  ships 
cover  the  country  from  their  attacks. 

The  governor  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  New  Windsor,  just 

>ve  the  Highlands,  where  he  had  posted  himself  to  rally  what 

termed  his  "  broken  but  brave  troops,"  and  to  call  out  the 

of  Ulster  and  Orange.     "  I  am  persuaded,  **  writes  he,  "  if 

militia  will  join  me,  we  can  save  the  country  from  destruo- 

i>  and  defeat  the  enemy's  design  of  assisting  their  Northern 

^yy    The  militia,  however,  were  not  as  prompt  as  usual  in 

'ering  to  the  call  of  their  popular  and  bravc-hcarted  gov- 

>r.     ^  They  are  well  disposed,"  writes  he,  "  but  anxious  about 

immediate  safety  of  their  respective  families  (who,  for  many 

'^  are  yet  moving  further  from  the  river) ;  they  come  in  the 


WfnnAng  Mai  rttan  m  ihtefmm^ami  I 
hmwm  Ulea^  or  what  mj  ilraigth  k.**  * 

On  the  9Ui,  two  pcnoot  eoanig  horn  Vort 
umted  bj  Ui  gnardi,  and  brought  bdhn  hia 
Oiiewua»diagitatod,aad  wis  ohiorvod  to  pal 
I7  into  Us  Booth  sad  swalhnr  it.  Aa  om 
sad  bffooght  op  a  small  nlrer  bollet.  Bsiwo  ko  oori 
▼wted  ho  swallowed  it  again.  On  his  nfiui^g  a  aeeot 
the  goremor  threatened  to  have  him  hanged  aad  bin  h&i 
The  threat  prodoeed  the  bullet  in  the  proeedipg  mnnasi 
oral  in  form  and  hollow,  with  a  screw  in  the  eeatia^ 
tained  a  note  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  Bnrgoyne,  wr 
dip  of  thin  paper,  and  dated  (Oct  8th)  from  Fort  Moi 
"  Nous  y  void  (here  we  arc),  and  nothing  between  as  a 
I  sincerely  hope  thb  little  success  of  oars  will  &eili 
operations.'^  t 

The  bearer  of  the  letter  was  tried  and  oonTioted 
and  sentenced  to  be  hanged. 

The  enemy's  light-armed  Teasels  were  now  ualdiig  1 
up  the  rirer;  landing  marauding  parties  ooeaaionally 
depredations. 

As  soon  as  the  goremor  could  collect  a  littlo  fiNree^h 
forward  to  protect  Kingston  (Esopus),  the  seat  of  the  Si 
lature.  The  enemy  in  the  mean  time  landed  from  tb 
routed  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  militia  ooUeeted  t 
them,  marched  to  the  village,  set  fire  to  it  in  erery  part, 
ing  great  quantities  of  stores  collected  there,  and  then 


I  to  their  ships. 


*  UtItrtotlMCoaiicaorSdety.  Jour,  of  ProffiocU 

f  Qo?,  CUatoo  to  th«  M.  Y.  Coanea  of  Saftty.    Joonsl  ef  ta 
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(Jovernor  Clinton  was  two  hours  too  late.  He  beheld  the 
ames  from  a  distance ;  and  having  brought  with  him  the  spy, 
tie  bearer  of  the  silver  bullet,  he  hanged  him  on  an  apple-tree 
1  sight  of  the  burning  village. 

Having  laid  Kingston,  the  seat  of  the  State  government,  in 
shes,  the  enemy  proceeded  in  their  ravages,  destroying  the  resi- 
ences  of  conspicuous  patriots  at  Rhinebeck,  Livingston  Manori 
nd  elsewhere,  and  among  others  the  mansion  of  the  widow  of 
be  brave  General  Montgomery  :  trusting  to  close  their  desolat- 
Dg  eaieer  by  a  triumphant  junction  with  Burgoyne  at  Albany. 


CHAPTER    XXII. 

■CABcmr  m  the  British  camp — gates  btoes  ms 

MEXT  OF  BUBOOYNB — BATTLE  OP  THE  7tR  OCTOBBB — ^BOVT  OT  10 
I8II    AND    HESSIANS — SITUAT102V    OP   THE    BAKOXnCflB    UEIMBI 
ILVRRIKT    ACKLAND    DURING   THE    BATTLE — DEATH    OF   OKST. 
FUNERAL — NIOHT    RfTTREAT  OF  THE   BRITISH — EXPEDITION   OP  lAUT 
BIET   ACKLAND— ^^SPER.VTE     SITUATION   OF   BUBGOYNE   AT 

rnri^TioN — surrender — conduct   of  the   americax 

IN    the   camp — GALLANT   COURTESY   OF   SCHtHTLER    TO  THE   BABOSQDB  i 

DBSEL^IIIS    MAGNANIMOUS   (X)NDUCT  TOWARD   BUBOOYXB KKIVWM  V 

BRITISH    DOWN   THE   HUDSON. 

While  Sir  Henry  Clinton  had  been  thundering  in  the  W^\ 
lands,  Burgoyne  and  his  army  had  been  wearing  oat  hope 
their  intrcncbmcnts,  vigilantly  watched,  but  unassailed  bj  ^] 
Americans.  They  became  impatient  even  of  this  impmi^; 
"  The  enemy,  though  he  can  bring  four  times  more  etddiff^ 
against  us,  shows  no  desire  to  make  an  attack,"  writes  a  H( 
offi 


cer. 


Arnold,  too,  was  chafing  in  the  camp,  and  longing  fa  * 
chance,  as  usual,  "  to  right  himself  "  by  his  sword  In  a  W* 
to  Gates  he  tries  to  goad  him  on.  "  I  think  it  my  duty  (wUA 
nothing  shall  deter  me  from  doing)  to  acquaint  you,  the  tf4 


•  Schlozer's  BriefwechseL 
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lamorOQs  for  action.  The  militia  (who  oompose  great  part 
e  army)  are  already  threatening  to  go  home  One  fort- 
's inaction  vlU,  I  make  no  doubt,  Iceson  your  army  by  eick- 
md  desertion,  at  least  four  thoueaoil  men.  Id  which  time 
incmy  may  be  reinforced,  and  make  good  their  retreat. 
'  I  have  reason  to  think,  from  iDiclligence  siuec  receirod, 
,  bad  wc  improved  the  20th  of  September,  it  might  havo 
i  the  enemy.  That  is  past;  let  me  entreat  you  to  improTO 
iresent  time." 

I  was  not  to  be  goaded  into  actioa ;  he  saw  the  desperate 
ition  of  Burgoyne,  and  bided  hia  limo.  "  Perhaps,"  writes 
"  despair  may  dictate  to  him  to  risk  all  upon  one  throw ;  he 
I  old  gamester,  and  iu  hb  time  hais  seen  all  chances.  I  will 
iTor  lo  be  ready  to  prevent  his  good  fortune,  and,  if  posxible, 
e  my  own."  ' 

On  the  7th  of  October,  but  four  or  6vc  days  remained  of  the 
•  Burgoyne  bud  pli^dgtid  himself  to  await  the  co-operatiou  of 
Ifienry  CliutOD.  He  now  determined  to  make  a  grand  move- 
on  the  left  of  the  American  camp,  to  discover  whether  he 
force  a  passage,  should  it  be  necessary  to  advance,  or  dig- 
it from  its  position,  should  he  have  to  retreat.  Another 
1  was  to  cover  a  forage  of  the  army,  which  was  suffering  from 
roat  scarcity. 

or  this  purpose  fifteen  hnndred  of  hia  best  troops,  with  two 
e-pounders,  two  howitzers  and  six  sls-poundera,  were  to  bj 
tj  liiiDself,  seconded  by  Major-general  a  Phillips  and  Ricdosel, 
I rigadier- general  Frascr.  "  No  equal  number  of  men.''  say 
British  accounts,  "  were  ever  better   commanded ;    and  it 

■  Lctior  to  Got.  CtiutoQ.     GaWi't  P&pera. 


would  hare  bwB  difietjt,  iodMd,  «•  iuf  M*lMi  tttf«n 
■D  sqail  namlMr."  * 

On  iMTing  Ui  Map,  BnrgofM  M^BMiA  A*  ^af^ 
on  tho  higk  ptmadc  to  Brigadwrgwh  Hn 
audof  Iberadoabtiaa  thaloWfiMB^aMrthtiiHi^li 
dier-gRwral  GalL 

Fonnii^  hii  troopa  within  Ihra  tputmm  if  k  i 
left  td  tlw  Ameriouu,  tbongb  oonrtd  froa  iWr  ^^  ^ 
forest,  ho  wot  oat  a  corps  of  noffow,  pfonMuk  mA'h 
sknlk  thnn^  lbs  woods,  get  ia  thair  rmr,  aai  |^  t 
aUra  st  tbe  time  the  sttaek  took  plua  fai  Awl 

The  moremeDt,  tbengh  esrriad  OB  btUlA  4m  ■ 
csU,  wu  disoororod.     In  the  aftentooB  lbs  ai 
the   American   contro  beat   to   anns:    tha   aki 
throughout  the  lioc.     Gates  ordered  hii  oftoen  ta  iUi  ■ 
poata,  and  sent  forth  \\'ilkiuaoD,  the  adjatant^ 
the  esnie.     From  a  rising  groand  in  an  opMi  plaaahs  A 
the  enemy  tn  Ibroc,  their   foragers  busy  in  a  llU  rfw 
tlic  officers  reconnoitring  the  left  wing  of  the  flSNf  lifcf 
scopes  from  the  top  of  a  cabin.  < 

Returning  to  the  camp,  Wilkinson  raportad  tta  fMUV 
morementa  of  the  enemjr ;  that  their  front  vaa  «pnt  ^^ 
rested  on  woods,  under  cover  of  which  thej  adghk  ka  tf* 
and  their  right  was  skirted  bj  a  height :  that  thij  WH 
noitringthe  left,  and  he  thought  offered  batUa. 

"  Well,  then,"  replied  Gates,  "order  ont  MaqMli' 


A  plan  of  sttaek  was  soon  srrangad. 


■  CM  Vsr  In  Aawriea,  L  aOK 
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h  body  of  infantry  waa  scot  to  make  a  circuit  through 
1b,  nnd  get  possession  of  the  hciglits  on  the  right  of  the 
rhile  General  Poor  with  his  brigade  of  New  York  and 
inipBhiro  troops,  and  a  part  of  Learned'B  brigade,  vcto 
CO  against  the  enemy's  left  Blorgan  was  to  make  aa 
1  the  heights  as  soon  as  he  should  hear  the  fire  opened 

joyne  now  drew  out  his  troops  in  battle  array.  The 
ni,  under  Major  Ackland,  with  th«  artillery,  under  Major 
I,  formed  his  left,  and  were  stationed  on  a  rising  ground, 
ivulct  called  Mill  Creek  in  front.  Neit  to  iheni  wera 
linus,  under  RiedcscI,  and  Bntisli,  under  Phillips,  form- 
leutre.  The  light  infantry,  under  Lord  Balearras,  formed 
tnic  right ;  having  in  the  adraacc  a  detnebniciit  of  &va 

pieked  men,  under  General  Fraaer,  ready  to  flunk  the 
Ds  aa  soon  as  they  should  be  attacked  in  front. 
ltd  scarce  made  these  arrangements,  when  he  was  astbn- 
d  eotifnanded  by  a  thundering  of  artillery  on  his  left, 
ittling  fire  of  rifles  on  the  woody  heights  on  his  right. 
rps  under  Poor  advanced  etcadily  up  the  ascent  where 
*B    grenadiers  'and  Williuma'  artillery  were   stationed  ; 

their  fire,  and  then  rushed  forward.  Aekland's  greiia- 
ei^ed  the  first  brunt,  but  it  citendcd  along  the  line,  aa 
tDl  after  dctaebment  arrived,  and  was  carried  on  with 
Uhle  fury.  The  Tlessian  artillerists  spoko  afterwards 
bedlessness  with  which  the  AmOTicans  rushed  upon  the 
irhile  they  were  discharging  grape-shot.  The  artillery 
■tedly  taken  and  retaken,  nnd  at  length  remained  in 
kt  of  the  Americans,  who  turned  tt  upon  its  former  own- 
gor  Aokland  was  wounded  in  both  legs,  and  taken  prt9- 


S88  UHB  or  WAmnraioa; 


oner.  Bligor  Williaiiui  of  the  artilkry  wm  who 
heedloDg  impetuoeity  of  the  ettack  ooafimndol  tkt  v 
tioiaiML  Much  of  thii  has  been  aeoribed  to  thn  fn 
example  of  Arnold.  That  daring  oSeer,  who  hnd  1 
the  oamp  in  expoctation  of  a  fight,  was  exaspented  at 
oommand  assigned  him.  On  hearing  the  dw  of 
eonld  restrain  no  longer  his  warlike  impnlse,  but  tluwv 
his  horse  and  sallied  fertk  Oates  saw  him  isaafa^ 
eamp.  *^  HeUl  do  some  rash  thing! "  cried  he,  nad  ■■ 
de-eamp,  |ligor  Armstrong  to  call  him  bacL  Aiaoli 
his  errand  and  eraded  it  Putting  spnra  to  hia  horaa^ 
into  the  scene  of  action,  and  was  receired  with  m 
Being  the  superior  officer  in  the  field  his  orders  were 
coarse.  Putting  himself  at  the  head  of  the  troopa  of 
brigade,  he  attacked  the  Hessians  in  the  eneraj^  s 
broke  them  with  repeated  charges.  Indeed,  for  a  th 
tions  seemed  to  partake  of  frensy ;  riding  hither  asi 
brandishiug  his  sword,  and  cheering  on  the  men  to  ads 
ration.  In  one  of  his  paroxysms  of  excitementi  he  si 
wounded  an  American  officer  in  the  head  with  hia  sword 
as  he  afterwards  declared,  being  conscious  of  the  ael  ^ 
asserts  that  he  was  partly  intoxicated ;  but  Aradd  M 
his  own  irritated  pride  and  the  smell  of  gnnpowdor  to : 
to  acts  of  madness. 

Morgan,  in  the  mean  time,  was  hfirssting  the  esM 
wing  with  an  incessant  fire  of  small-arms,  and 
sending  any  assistance  to  the  centre.  General 
chosen  corps,  for  some  time  rendered  great 
wing.  Mounted  on  an  iron-gray  charger,  hia  miifiMWi  ( 
officer  made  him  a    conspicuous    object  tat 
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tera.     One  bullet   out   tbe   cropper  of  hu  borsc,  anotlirr 
mane.     "  You  arc  singled  out,  general,"  aoid  his  luile- 
E-carap,  "  and  had  better  §liift  your  ground,"     "  My  duty  for- 
ids  mo  to  fly  from  danger,"  was  the  reply.     A  moment  after- 
ard*  he  was  ithot  down  by  a  marksman  posted  in  a  tree.     Tmo 
t«nadier3  bore  hira  to  the  camp.     Hia  fall  was  as  a  deatb-blow 
(  his  corps.     The  arrival   on  tlie  field  of  a  large  reinforcement 
r  Sew  York  troops  under  General  Ten  Brocek,  completed  the 
anfiL^'ion.     Burgoync  saw  that  the  field  was  lost,  and  now  only 
^ht  of  saving  his  cnmp.     Tlio  troops  nearest  to  the  lines 
orJcroJ  to  throw  ihemselves  within  them,  while  Generals 
i  and   ItiedescI  covered   the  retreat  of  the  main  body, 
mis  ill  dun^r  of  being  cut  oSl     The  artillery  was  uban- 
I,  all  tlic  horses,  and  moat  of  the  men  who  had   bo  bravely 
b'.d  it,  haring  been  killed.    The  troops,  though  hard  pressed, 
i  ill  good   order.     Scarcely  had   they  entered    the   camp 
I   it    was   sloriocd    with   great    fury;  tbo   Americans,  wilh 
|ld  at  their  head,  mehing  to  the  lines  under  a  severe  dis- 
^  of  grape-shot  and  small-arme.     Lord  BalcarrBa  defended 
ictrenchmcuts  bravely;  the  actiao  was  fierce,  and  well  sus- 
cither  side.     After  on  ineficctual  attempt  to  iiiaku  his 
:toto  the  camp  in  this  quarter  at  the  point  of  the  bayoni't, 
tld  spurred  his  horse  toward  tho  right  flank  of  tlic  camp 
^ied  by  the  German  rcsirro,  whera  Lieutenant-colonel  Broo1;s 
making  a  general  attack  with  a  Maswchuaetts  regiment. 
I  with  a  part  of  a  pktooD,  lie  forced  his  way  into  a  sally- 
but  a  shot  frmu  the  retreatiug  Hessians  killed  his  horso. 
rouodtHl  him  in  the  same  leg  whieh  hod  received  a  w-nnul 
I  Quebi^c.     He  was  borne  off  from  the  field,  but  not  ituiil 
ictory  was  complote ;  for  the  Gormana  retreated  from  tha 


S40  urs  or  WASHniOTcnt. 

woAi^  kfenng  on  tb»  fipid  Uivii-  brafo  ddvodcr,  Lkil 
ond  Bngrnon,  tmirt*!!;  wouHlcd.  ] 

'  Tliani-,'lit  wuaowdimgb.  Tbs  Tictory  of  thsi 
wndodnio.  Thp;  had  ronte4  tbo  vofinj,  Iri1l«d  orf 
a  graftt  mmber,  maim  maj  primMn,  tahM  tWr  Ml 
and  gunad  pOMMnon  of  k  put  of  iMr  vwb  vlUl 
tba  ri|^t  ud  tha  mr  of  tbeir  eunp.  IWy  1^  oB  ij^ 
uma,  within  half  a  mile  of  Iba  mmdi  of  aotiM^  |M 
nnaw  Uie  anaiilt  upon  tha  eamp  in  As  Baaifa^ 
wenaa  had  oeeuned  in  tha  •aamj'i  oaap  dariig  Al 


In  the  mtnumg  pravioaa  to  tha  hatUa,  Am  1 
dael  had  breakfasted  with  her  hoaband  in  the  mmf, 
Bnrgojne,  Phillips,  and  Fraaer  wen  to  dina  witk  hi 
^aod  henolf,  in  a  hooae  in  the  neighborhood,  lAn*  A 
ehildren  were  ifoartcred.  She  obaerred  nooh  manm 
camp,  bnt  was  quieted  hj  the  aamranoa  that  it  was  ti 
reeonnoiaaanec.  On  her  waj  home  ihe  met  a  mmbwd 
painted  and  decorated  and  armed  with  gnns,  aod  An 
war)  Her  fears  were  awakened,  and  Maroa  had  A 
home  when  she  heard  the  rattling  of  fire-arma  aod  tka  4 
of  artiUery.  The  din  increased,  and  soon  tinna^a  M  !■ 
aha  "  was  more  dead  than  alive."  Aboat  ona  o^doA 
of  the  generals  who  were  to  hare  dined  with  her  fern 
Fraaer — brought  upon  a  handbarrow,  raortallj  voaall 
Uble,"  writes  die,  "  which  was  alreadj  prqiarad  tat  4 
immediatel7  removed,  and  a  bed  placed  in  Ha  ataadfe 
eraL  I  aat  terrified  and  trembling  in  a  omiar.  n*l 
more  alarming,  and  I  was  in  a  continual  agonj  sad  IM 
thinking  that  my  husband  mi^t  aooa,  nbo^  W  k 
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led  like  Gener&l  Frtuor.  That  poor  general  eaid  to  the  snr- 
'  Tell  ue  the  truth,  is  tbcre  no  hope  ?  '—There  w&s  none. 
ire  read,  after  vltich  he  desired  that  Generul  Bar- 
B  should  be  reqnested  to  have  him  buried  on  the  nest  daj 
\  o'clock  in  the  eveiuEig,  on  a  hill  vbere  a  breastwork  bad 
I  constructed." 

|Udy  Hkrriot  Acklaod  was  in  a  t*nt  near  by.  News  came 
r  that  ber  busband  was  mortally  wounded  and  taken  pris- 
She  was  in  an  agony  of  distress.  The  baroness  endear- 
to  persuade  her  that  his  wound  miglit  not  be  daogerous,  and 
ed  her  to  ask  permission  to  join  him.  She  divided  the  night 
a  Boothiag  attentions  tu  LuJj  liurriol,  and  watchful  care 
children  who  were  asleep,  but  who  she  feared  might  dis- 
the  poor  dying  general.  Towards  morning,  thinking  hia 
f  approaching,  she  wrapped  them  iu  blankets  and  retired 
into  the  entrance  ball.  Courteous  oven  in  death,  the 
gtl  sent  ber  sereral  messages  to  beg  her  pardon  for  the 
1b  he  thought  he  woa  giving  her.  At  8  o'clock  in  the  mom- 
t  expired." 

Ivrgoyne  bad  ehtftcd  bis  position  dtiring  llie  night,  to  heights 
I  ft  mile  to  the  north,  close  to  the  river,  and  covered  iu  front 
i.  Early  in  the  morning,  tlie  Americana  took  posses- 
t  the  camp  whioh  he  bad  abandoned.  A  random  6re  of 
id  Bmall-nrms  was  kept  up  on  both  sides  during  the 
The  British  sharpshooters  stutiotied  in  the  ravine  did  somo 
jon,  and  General  Lincoln  was  wounded  in  the  leg  while 
mitring.  Gates,  hciwever,  did  not  think  it  advisable  to 
I  desperate  enemy  when  in  a  strong  position,  at  the  expanse 


•f  %  prodigal  *a*to  of  Mood,     flu  look  mt\  a 
hb  ralnml  and  itmra  a  ■arrMilar.     0«nenl  PoUi 
mea,  hod  »]ra>il;  bcm  Mot  lo  ooM^  lh«  kigb  | 
tbe  H»dMo  ofpoHto  Sontpp  Void.    DAw  iikAi 
iont  U^r  19  tlw  riTtr  is  tho  dnootfaa  aT  I«hi  Om^ 

Bnrgoyno  nw  that  nothi^  «M  lift  iir  Ub'M 
tod  »iHd  ntreot  lo  Sontogo,  jot  ia  ASt  ho  wmti 
BolaiMliol;  dntj  oT  friendAip ;  it  «M  to  iMmd  Ik  ■! 
ibe  gollont  Prmacr,  wbo,  Meording  to  Ul  4yi*l  ■■?■■ 
1m  intomd  st  lix  o'oloak  in  Ik*  cnuo^  witfctB  a  Mil 
had  beoB  eoutrneted  00  o  bilL 

Between  annaet  and  dork,  faio  bo^  WM  haiM  to^ 
plaee  bj  graudien  of  hia  diTinon,  felhnrad  hgr  Ifcagi 
their  atafla.  The  Americana  aeeing  itkliatiBatl;  «h 
twilight,  a[^)eared  (o  be  a  movement  of  tmopt  19  tti 
in  the  redoubt,  pointed  their  artillerj  in  thnt  dineliH 
non  holla  flew  around  and  aboro  the  SMnliM  1 
wriloa  tba  Baroneas  Riedcael,  who  waa  •  apeatatar  fl 
tonoe.  "  Many  cannon  balls  flew  cloee  ^  ate,  tat 
attontion  waa  engaged  by  tlio  funeral  mmoo,  whaia  I  ■ 
band  oxpoaed  to  imminent  danger.  Thii,  iaAaad,  «M 
isont  to  be  apprehensiTe  for  mj  own  aafe^.  Q«BMal 
tested  aflerwardo,  that  had  he  known  wbak  «m  gO 
would  hare  etopped  the  fire  immcdiatel;.**  * 

We  have  the  soene  itiU  more  tttHiaf^j  d 
goyae. 

"  The  inccaunt  oannonade  dnrii^  the  0 
■Mttode  and  unaltered  roice  with  whidi  tha  a 

•  BMoari  ILaaan,  f.  17L 
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li  frequently  cohered  with  dust  wliich  the  sliot  threw  ay  on 
[ea  of  him;  the  mute,  but  expre^ivc  mixture  of  sensibility 
DdigiiatioD  upon  every  countenance ;  these  objecU  will 
I  to  the  lut  of  life  npoo  the  mind  of  every  man  who  was 
The  growing  darkncsa  uUdcd  to  the  scenery,  and  the 
marked  a  character  of  that  juncture  which  would  mako 
'  the  fiuest  eubjccts  for  the  pcucil  of  a  master  that  the  field 
liibited.  To  tbu  canvas  aud  to  the  faitbful  page  of  a 
important  historian,  gallant  friend  !  I  eoiiKiigu  t!iy  memory. 
t  may  Iby  talents,  thy  manly  rirtues,  their  progresa  and  their 
1,  find    due    distinction:    aud  long  may  they  survive,  long 

c  frail  record  of  my  pen  ehall  be  forgotten  !  " 
eucral  Prater  was  well  worthy  of  this  eulogium.  Ho  was 
Ktst  popular  officer  of  the  array,  and  one  of  the  most  effi- 
wa»  one  in  whom  Burgoync  reposed  the  moal  iniplieit 
iencc,  and  deeply  must  it  have  odded  to  his  glooiu  of  mind 
t  dark  hour  of  hia  fortunes,  to  have  this  his  friend  and 
tUor,  and  brother  in  anui<  sliot  down  at  his  aide. 
Fhe  refleetions ari.-lng  from  these  seeneH,"  writes  he,  "gave 
)  the  perplexities  of  the  night.  A  defeated  army  was  to 
I  fnim  an  enemy  Sashed  with  buccos^i,  mueh  superior  in 
and  occupying  Btroiig  posts  iu  the  country  behind.  We 
}ually  liable  upon  that  march  to  be  attacked  in  front,  flank, 

•paritjona  had  been  mode  Id  decamp  immediately  after  the 
I,  mid  at  nine  o'oloek  at  night  the  retreat  commenced. 
fire«  htul  been  lighted,  and  many  tents  were  left  ^lauding 
«a)  the  moveaietit.  The  hospital,  in  which  were  aliout 
lundrvd  sick  aud  wounded,  was  abandoned,  as  were  like- 
rcnil  iMitcaux,  laden  with  baggage  and  provisions. 
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1  in  the  late  aclion  then  in  biB  slioolder),  she  rowed  don-n 
T  to  meet  tho  cDciiiy." 

I  night  was  far  uilvanoed  before  the  boat  reached    llie 

■u  ouljiosta.     It  was  ohallcDgeJ  by  a  sentinct  who  threat- 

0  firo  into  it  should  it  attempt  to  pass.     Mr.  Brudenell 

knuwa  that  it  was  a  Sag  of  truce,  and  stated  uho  was  the 

Mge  it  brought;    report  waa  made  to  the  adjutant-geacral. 

tery  was  apprehended,  and  word  was  returned  to  detain  the 

daylight.     Lady  Harriet  and   her  compauionn  were 

i  to  land.     Major  Dearborn,  the  offieer  oa  guard,  aurren- 

liia  chamber  iu  the  guurd-housc  to  her  ladyship ;  bedding 

mght,  u  fire  was  made,  tea  was  served,  and  her  mind  being 

I  by  ossuraueoa  of  her  husband's  safety,  she  was  enabled 

a  night  of  comparative  comfort  and  tranquillity."     She 

Ued  to  the  Americao  camp  in  the  morning,  when,  Bur- 

•cknowlodgea,  "  alio  wis  rooeivod  and  accommodated  by 

kl  Gates,  with  all  the  humanity  and  respect  that  her  rank, 

rits,  and  her  fortune  deserved." 

resume  the  fortunes  of  the  retreating  army.  It  raine4 
]y  through  the  residue  of  the  9th,  and  in  consequence  nt 
halts,  they  did  not  reach  Saratoga  until  evening.  A 
lot  of  Americans  had  arrived  there  before  them,  and 
^throwing  ap  intrenchmeuta  on  a  comtnandiug  heigbt  at 
IL  They  abandoned  their  work,  forded  the  lladaon,  and 
force  under  General  Fellows,  posted  on  the  hilla  east  of 
r.  The  bridge  over  the  Fish  KUl  had  been  destroyed ; 
rtilltry  could  not  cross  tintii  the  ford  was  examined.     Ex- 

»      ^   „  ""  ''"'  b''™"  '"  f-nmdei  wi  ibe  wpwt  ^^  ^  OBowal 
■«.bj  IVr  t.ft»rw^  a^,jj  „,^^     It  ,^^^  j^^  ^,  rf 
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hausted  by  fatigae,  the  men  for  the  most  part  had  not 
nor  inclination  to  cut  wood  nor  make  fire,  hat  threw 
upon  the  wet  ground  in  their  wet  elothea,  and  alept 
continuing  rain.     '*  I  was  quite  wet,''  writes  the  Bi 
desel,  "  and  was  obliged  to  remain  in  that  conation  for 
a  place  to  change  my  apparel     I  seated  myself  nearaftti 
undressed  the  children,  and  we  then  laid  oaraelTCS  ^oa 
straw." 

At  daylight  on  the  10th,  the  artillery  and  the  last  of 
troops  passed  the  fords  of  the  Fish  Kill,  and  took  a  poatkai 
the  heights,  and   in  the  redoubts  formerly  eonstmeted 
To  protect  the  troops  from  being  attacked  in  passing  the  Ml 
the  Americans,  who  were  approaching,  Burgoyue  ordered  fni 
be  set  to  the  farm-houses  and  other  buildings  on  the  south  ■ 
of  the  Fish  Kill.     Amongst  the  rest,  the  noble  mansion  of 
eral  Schuyler,  with  storehouses,  granaries,  mills,  and  the 
appurtenances  of  a  great  rural  establishment,  was  entirdyi 
sumed.     Burgoyne   himself   estimated   the   yalue  of 
destroyed  at  ten  thousand  pounds  sterling.     The  measure 
condenmcd  by  friend  as  well  as  foe,  but  he  justified  it  oa 
principles  of  self-preservation. 

The  furce  under  General  Fellows,  posted  on  the  0{ 
hills  of  the  Hudson,  now  opened  a  fire  from  a  battery 
ing  the  ford  of  that  river.     Thus  prevented  from  erosoogi 
goyne  thought  to   retreat  along  the   west  side  as  far  u 
George,  on  the  way  to  Canada,  and  sent  out  workmen  ante^ 
strong  escort  to  repair  the  bridges,  and  open  the  road 
Fort  Edward.     The  escort  was  soon  recalled  and  the  work  ah 
doned ;  for  the  Americans  under  Gates  appeared  in  great  foM^^ 
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IB  tiie  liei^ts  south  of  the  Fisk  Kill,  and  Momcd  pt^pftriii^  to 
raw  and  bring  on  an  oigagemeni, 

Tlie  oppoote  ahores  of  the  Hndaon  ware  now  lined  with 
jfaicbmentB  of  Ammcana.  Bateanx  ladui  with  proTiaions, 
idfA  had  attended  the  moTementa  of  the  annj,  were  fired 
poifty  many  taken,  some  retaken  with  loas  of  life.  It  was  neces- 
to  land  the  proTisions  from  sudi  as  remained,  and  bring 
up  the  hill  into  the  camp,  which  was  done  under  a  heary 
m  ^om  the  American  artillery. 

Bnrgoyne  called  now  a  general  coonoil  of  war,  in  which  it 
pus  resolYed,  since  the  bridges  could  not  be  repaired,  to  abandon 
MS  artillery  and  baggage,  let  the  troops  carry  a  supply  of  provi- 
PSB  upon  their  backs,  push  forward  in  the  night,  and  force  their 
my  across  the  fords  at  or  near  Fort  Edward. 
'  Before  the  plan  could  be  put  in  execution,  scouts  brought 
that  the  Americans  were  intrenched  opposite  those  fords, 
encamped  in  force  with  cannon,  on  the  high  ground  between 
Edward  and  Fort  Gkorgc.  In  fact,  by  this  time  the  Ameri- 
army,  augmented  by  militia  and  volunteers  from  all  quarters, 
posted  itself  in  strong  positions  on  both  udes  of  the  Hud- 
80  as  to  extend  three  fourths  of  a  circle  round  the  enemy. 
^  Giving  up  all  further  attempt  at  retreat,  Burgoyne  now  forti- 
ppl  bis  camp  on  the  heights  to  the  north  of  Fish  Kill,  still  hop- 
that  succor  might  arrive  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  or  that  an 
k  upon  his  trenches  might  give  him  some  chanoo  of  cutting 
y  through. 

psjtii  this  situation  his  troops  lay  continually  on  their  arms. 

emmp  was  subjected  to  cannonading  from  Fellows^  batteries 

^-''-'Qle  opposite  side  of  the  Hudson,  Oates's  butteries  on  the 
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■UtioDed  oD  heigfau  in  tlie  remr. 

The  BanmeM  De  RiedcMl  nd  her  hi^ilMi  litdi 
ezpoacd  to  the  dangen  and  horron  of  thb  kMig  tar 
the  morning  when  the  atuck  was  opened,  Geiianl  D 
Bcut  them  to  take  refuge  id  a  hooae  ia  the  Tieiiiitj. 
waj  thither  the  baroness  saw  aereral  meii  op  the  opp 
of  the  lIudjtOQ  levelliDg  their  mnsketa  and  aboni  to  fie 
ing  her  children  in  the  back  part  of  the  earriege  tfc 
mother  eudeaTore J  to  cover  them  with  her  bodj.  The  i 
a  poor  wounded  soldier,  who  had  sought  shelter  h 
carnage,  rcccive«l  a  shot  which  broke  his  am.  The 
Buccwdcd  in  gf.'tting  to  the  house.  Some  women  and 
BoMii.TH  liad  already  taken  refuge  there.  It  was  misi 
head-«|uarter8  and  cannonaded.  The  baronesi  retreatei 
cellar,  laid  hrrsolf  in  a  comer  near  the  door  with  her  t 
heads  u])on  her  knees,  and  passed  a  sleepless  night  0 
anguiifh. 

In  the  morning  the  cannonade  began  anew.  Csu 
passed  through  the  house  repeated Ij  with  a  tremendoi 
A  poor  soldier  who  was  about  to  have  a  1^  ampntatad, 
other  by  one  of  these  balU  The  day  was  passed  aaN 
horrors.  The  wives  of  a  major,  a  licatenant  and  aeooi 
were  her  companions  in  misery.  '*  They  sat  together,"  i 
"deploring  their  situation,  when  some  one  entered  ton 
bad  ucwH.**  There  was  wliinpiTiiig  among  her  oompsai> 
deep  looks  of  sorrow.  *'  I  immediately  suspected,"  ■, 
*'  that  my  husband  had  been  killed.  I  shrieked  skiei 
was  soothed  by  assurances  that  nothing  had  happens!  I 
and  was  given  to  understand  by  a  sidelong  gUnoe,  thslf 
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of  Iho  lienten&nt  was  the  nnfortonato  one  ;  her  hnfb&nd  had  been 
IdllfxL 

For  BIX  <lajs,  ahe  and  her  children  remained  in  tliia  dismal 
plara  of  refage.  The  cellar  waa  epncious,  with  three  compnrt- 
neiits,  hut  the  numher  of  oecupsnts  iacreaecd.  The  woaoded 
were  brought  in  to  be  relieved^-or  to  die.  She  renmiiied  with 
Iter  children  near  the  door,  to  escape  more  easily  in  case  of  lire. 
She  put»traw  under  matlreaaea;  on  these  she  lay  with  her  litllo 
vacs,  and  ber  female  servants  slept  near  her, 

Her  frequent  dread  was,  thai  the  armj  might  be  driven  oS 
march  away,  and  she  be  left  behind.  "  I  crept  np  the  atair- 
saj^s  she,  "  more  than  once,  and  when  I  aaw  onr  soldiers 
heir  watohfires,  I  became  more  calm,  and  could  eveu  hare 
.pt." 
There  was  great  diatrcBS  for  water.  The  river  was  near,  but 
Americans  shot  every  one  who  oppronehed  it.  A  soldiar'a 
at  length  summoned  resolution,  and  brought  a  supply.  The 
lericans,"  adds  the  barouesa,  •'  lold  us  afterwards,  that  they 
ircd  her  on  acmunt  of  hrr  ««c" 

I  endeavored,"  coutiuuea  she,  "  to  dispel  my  melancholy, 

netantly  attending  to   the  wounded.      I   made  them  tea  a 

See,  for  which  I   received   their  warmest  ackoowledgmcuta. 

shared  my  dinner  with  them." 

Iler  husband  visited  her  once  or  twice  daily,  at  the  risk  of 

life.     On  one  oocasJOD,  Ocnerul  Phillips  accompanied  him, 

was  overcome  when   he  saw  the  sufferings  nad   danger  by 

'h  this  noble  woman  and  her  children  were  surrounded,  and 

»hich  we  hove  given  a  very  subdued  picture.     "  I  would  n 

thousand  guineas  see  this  plaoe  again,"  exclaimed  the 

I  am  heart-broken  with  what  I  have  aeen." 

I.— n* 


■*'■    which 
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Biii|p>jM  WM  now  radnoed  to  imfm»  Hb 
diminiilied  bj  Iobms,  by  the  desertion  of  Camdinas 
lets,  end  the  totel  defection  of  the  Indieu ;  and  oo 
WIS  found  that  the  provisbne  on  hand,  even  iqpon 
would  not  rafiee  for  more  than  three  dajn  A  oooaaD  « 
therefore,  waa  called  of  all  the  generalai  fidd-ofieen  aad«i 
commanding  troopa.  The  deliberationa  were  brMll  Al 
curred  in  the  neccasitj  of  opening  a  treatj  with  O— al  < 
for  a  aorrender  <m  honorable  terma.  Whilo  they  wen  yd 
eratbg,  an  eighteen  pound  ball  paaaed  throng  the  teali  8M 
aoroaa  the  table  round  which  they  wwe  aeated. 

Negotiations  were  accordingly  opened  on  the   ISlht 
aanction  of  a  flag.     Lieutenant  Kingston,  Botgoyne^a  ad|f 
generaly  was  the  bearer  of  a  note,  proposing  a  oeaantiop  of  1 
ities  until  terms  could  be  adjusted. 

The  first  terms  ofiercd  by  Gates  were  that  ihm  enemy  d 
lay  down  their  arms  within  their  intrenchmentai  and  avM 
ihemaelves  prisoners  of  war.  These  were  indignaBtfy  i^ 
with  an  intimation  that,  if  persisted  in,  hoatilitiea 
mence. 

Counter  proposals  were  then  made  by  Genernl  Iftaig^^Hj 
Bnally  accepted  by  Oeneral  Oates.     According  to 
British  troops  were  to  march  out  of  the  eamp  wiA 
all  the  honors  of  war,  to  a  fixed  place,  where  Ikey 
their  arma  at  a  word  of  command  from  their  own 
were  to  be  allowed  a  free  passage  to  Europe  vgam 
not  serring  again  in  America,  during  the  praaent  war. 
was  not  to  be  separated,  especially  the  men  fkvm  lh» 
roll-calling  and  other  regular  duties  were  to  he 
efficera  were  to  Ve  on  ^axt^ft^isid  to  wear  thev 
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prirato  propertj  to  be  Bacred;  no  baggage  to  be  aeorclicU  or 
molested.  All  persons  appertuiniag  to  or  follovtng  tlie  03mp, 
whatever  might  be  their  country,  were  to  bo  comp reheat) ed  in 
tlieao  terms  of  cftpitalation. 

Schuyler's  kto  Eccrctarj,  Colonel  Varick,  who  was  still  in 

I,  writes  to  him  on  the  13th  :    "  Bargoyne  says  he  will  send 

b]  hia  general  offiecra  at  ten,  in  tho  morning,  to  Gniah  and  settle 

p  business.     This,  I  trust,  will  be  accDmpIiahed  before  twelve, 

a  I  eliall  hare  the  honor  and  happiness  of  congratulating 

M>u  on  the  glorious  aurocss  of  our  arms.     I  wish  to  God  I  c<)ald 

my  under  your  oommand. 

"  If  jou  wish  to  see  Burgoync,  you  will  bo  necessitated  to  see 

Id  (he  night  of  the  16th,  before  the  arlleles  of  capitulation 
1  been  signed,  a  BritisJi  officer  from  the  army  below  made  bia 
the  cainp,  with  despatches  fi-oui  Sir  Henry  CUntoa, 
EnnounciDg  that  he  had  captured  lEic  forta  in  tlic  Highlands,  and 
i  pushed  dctachmetits  fiirther  up  the  HudMu.     Burgoyne  now 
mitted  to  the  consideration  of  officern,  "  whether  it  was  con- 
tent wilb  public  faith,  and  if  so,  expedient,  to  suspend  the  exe- 
i  of  the  treaty   and  trust  to  events."     His   own  opinion 
leliued  in  the  affirmative,  but  the  majority  of  the  council  deter- 
ged that  the  public  faith  was  fnlly  plighted.     Tho  capitulation 
H  accordingly  signed  by  Burgoyne  on  the  lilb  of  October. 
The  British  army,  at  the  time  of  the  surrender,  was  reduced 
capture,  dealli,  aud  desertion,  from  nine  tbousuud   to  five 
uiid  seven  hundred  and  fifty-two  men.    That  of  Gates,  regu- 
)  ftud  luililJa,  amouul«d  (o  tea  thousand  five  hundred  and 
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fifty-fonr  men  on  daty ;  between  two  and  three  thoaud  bn| 
on  tbc  sick  list,  or  absent  on  furlough. 

By  this  capitulation,  the  Americans  gained  a  fine  traia  d 
artillery,  sercn  thousand  stand  of  arms,  and  a  great  qnantitjif 
clothing,  tents,  and  military  stores  of  all  kinda 

When  the  British  troops  marched  forth  to  deposit  their  am 
at  the  appointed  place,  Colonel  Wilkinson,  the  adjatant-goiMilf 
was  the  only  American  soldier  to  be  seen.  OxUes  had  orlcnl 
his  troops  to  keep  rigidly  within  their  lines,  that  they  might  mK 
add  by  their  presence  to  the  humiliation  cf  t  brave  enemy.  Ii 
fact,  throughout  all  his  conduct,  during  the  campaign,  BritiA 
writers,  and  Burgoyne  himself,  giro  him  credit  for  acting  wiik 
great  humanity  and  forbcaraDCC.* 

Wilkinson,  in  his  Memoirs,  describes  the  first  meetiag  d 
Gates  and  Burgoyne,  which  took  place  at  the  head  of  the  Ameri- 
can camp.  They  were  attended  by  their  staffs  and  by  odMr 
general  officers.  Burgoyne  was  in  a  rich  royal  uniform.  Ottei 
in  a  plain  blue  frock.  When  they  had  approached  nearly  wiAii 
sword^s  length  they  reined  up  and  halted.  Burgoyne,  raising  Ui 
hat  most  gracefully,  said :  "  The  fortune  of  war,  General  Qtto^ 
has  made  me  your  prisoner;  "  to  which  the  other,  returning U 
salute,  replied,  *'  I  shall  always  be  ready  to  testify  that  it  haa  «< 
been  through  any  fault  of  your  excellency." 

'*  We  passed  through  the  American  camp,"  writes  the  Jntil 
cited  Hessian  officer,  '*  in  which  all  the  regiments  were  drawn  oit 
beside  the  artillery,  and  stood  under  arms.     Not  one  of  them  vi* 

*  "  At  the  veiy  time,**  say  the  British  historimna,  **  that  General  Beigigf* 
was  receiving  the  most  favorable  conditions  for  himself  aud  hia  ndned  ii^ 
the  fine  vilhif^e  or  town  of  Esopas,  at  no  very  groat  distance,  was  ledaoid^ 
fuhcA,  and  not  a  house  left  standing." 
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Uiiifarinlj'  clad ;  each  had  on  the  clothes  which  lie  wore  in  tbo 
fit'lils,  the  church,  or  the  lavtirn.  They  Htoail,  however,  like 
sohliers,  well  arrangml,  ood  with  a  military  air,  in  which  there 
was  but  litllc  to  find  fault  with.  All  the  muskets  hnd  bayonets, 
and  the  sharpshooters  had  rillcii.  Tlio  oion  all  stood  so  still  that 
vc  were  filled  with  wonder.  Not  one  of  thorn  made  a  single 
tuolion  as  if  bo  would  speak  with  his  neighbor.  Nay  more,  all 
I  the  lads  that  stood  there  m  rank  and  file,  kind  nature  had  formed 
so  slender,  so  Dervous,  that  it  was  a  pleasure  to  look  at 
I  -ihetn,  aud  wo  all  were  surprised  at  the  i^jght  of  such  a  haudsome, 
|«ell-roriucd  race.*  "  In  all  earnestness,"  adds  he,  "  English 
1  aurpassoa  the  most  of  Europe  in  the  growtli  ond  looks 
^pt  its  male  population.  The  whole  nation  has  a  natural  turn 
Ud  talent  for  war  and  a  soldier's  life." 

Ho  nutde  himself  somewhat  merry,  however,  with  the  equip- 

Muts   of   the   nfficcrs.      A   few  wore  rcgiuientals ;    and    those 

led  In  their  own  notions  aa  to  cut  aud  color,  being  provided 

f  ibemselves.     Bruwn  coals  with  aea-grecu  fiidngs,  nbite  linings 

>nd   silver  trimmings,  and  gray  coats  in  abundance,  with  buff 

facings  and  ouAs,  and  gilt  buttons ;  in  short,  every  variety  of 

^B    The  brigadiers  and  generals  wore  uniforms  and  belts  which 

^■totgiiatad  their  rank ;  but  most  of  the  colonch  and  other  officers 

^tore  in  their  ordinsry  clothes;  a  mosket  aud  bayonet  in  hand, 

and   a    cartridge-box  or  powder-horn  over  the   slioulder.     But 

ttbat  ospciially  amused  bini  was  the  variety  of  uncouth  wigs  worn 

fficers ;  the  lingerings  of  an  uncouth  fashion. 

;   of  the   troops  thus   noticed    were   the  hastily  levied 
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militia,   the  yeomanry  of  the  couDtry.     "There  were 
regiments  also,"  he  said,  "  which,  for  want  of  time  and 
were  not  yet  equipped  in  uniform.     These  had  atandardi 
various  emblems  and  mottoes,  some  of  which  had  for  us  i 
satirical  signification. 

"  But  I  must  say  to  the  credit  of  the  enemy^s  leffwiailt? 
continues  he,  "  that  not  a  man  was  to  be  found  therein  vk|i 
we  marched  by,  made  even  a  sign  of  taunting,  insulting 
tion,  hatred,  or  any  other  evil  feeling;  on  the  oontraiy, 
seemed  as  though  they  would  rather  do  us  honor.  Ai 
marched  by  the  great  tent  of  Qencral  Gates,  he  invited  ia  tbj 
brigadiers  and  commanders  of  regiments,  and  various  rdn/t 
ments  were  set  before  them.  Gates  is  between  fifty  and  fiztf 
years  of  age;  wears  his  own  thin  gray  hair ;  is  active  andfriend^i 
and  on  account  of  the  weakness  of  his  eyes,  constantly  «nn 
spectacles.  At  head-quarters  we  met  many  officers,  who  tmlil 
us  with  all  possible  politeness.'' 

We  now  give  another  page  of  the  Baroness  De  BiedoA 
fortunes,  at  this  time  of  the  surrender.  "  My  husband's  grow 
brought  me  a  message  to  join  him  with  the  children.  I  QBd 
more  seated  myself  in  my  dear  calash,  and,  while  riding  thn^ 
the  American  camp  was  gratified  to  observe  that  nobody  lodBed^^ 
us  with  disrespect,  but,  on.  the  contrary,  greeted  us,  and  tesam 
touched  at  the  sight  of  a  captive  mother  with  her  childrea  I 
must  candidly  confess  that  I  did  not  present  myself,  thmf^^ 
situated,  with  much  courage  to  the  enemy,  for  the  thing  *>* 
entirely  new  to  me.  When  I  drew  near  the  tents,  a  good-tooUf 
man  advanced  towards  me,  and  helping  the  children  firooi  ^ 
calash,  kissed  and  caressed  them  :  he  then  offered  me  hii  A 
and  tears  trembled  in  his  eyes.     '  You  tremble,'  said  he ;  '  do  tf^ 
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alonncd,  I  pray  you,'  'Sir,'  cried  I,  'a  countenance  so  ex- 
esaive  of  benevolence,  and  the  kindneaa  you  have  evinced 
iTiirds  my  children,  are  eufficient  to  dispel  all  appreheneione.' 
t  then  nahercil  me  into  tbe  tent  of  General  Gates,  vbom  I 
lod  engaged  in  friendly  conversation  witb  Generals  Burgoyne 
d  Phillips.  Qencml  Burgoyue  said  to  me, '  You  can  now  be 
iet,  »ud  free  from  all  apprehension  of  danger.'  I  replied  that 
ifaould  indenl  be  reprebeni>ib)e,  if  I  felt  any  anxiety,  when  our 
Deral  felt  none,  and  was  on  eucb  friendly  terms  with  General 

"  All  the  generals  remained  to  dine  vith  General  Gates, 
bo  gentleman  who  had  received  me  with  so  much  kindness,  come 
id  to  me,  '  You  may  find  it  cmbarrasEiug  to  be  the  only 
3y  in  sncb  a  large  company  of  gcatlcmcn  j  will  you  come  with 
ur  children  to  my  tent,  and  partake  of  a  frugal  dinner,  offered 
kh  the  best  willV'  'By  the  kiuilncss  you  show  to  me,' 
turned  I,  '  you  induce  me  to  believe  that  yon  have  a  wife  and 
lilren.'  He  informed  me  that  be  was  General  Schuyler.  He 
|aW  me  with  smoked  tongues,  which  were  excellent,  with 
i&teaks,  potatoes,  fresh  butter  and  bread.  Never  did  a  dinner 
«  me  more  pleaRure  than  this,  and  I  read  the  same  happy 
nge  on  the  countenances  of  all  those  around  ma  That  my 
bajiil  was  out  of  danger,  was  a  still  greater  joy.  After 
>er,  General  Schuyler  begged  noe  to  pay  hiia  a  visit  at  his 
^  at  Albany,  where  be  expected  that  General  Burgoyne 
Id  also  he  his  guest  I  sent  to  ask  my  busband's  directions, 
^  advised  me  to  accept  tbc  invitation."  Tbe  reception  which 
with  at  Albany,  from  General  Schuyler's  wife  aud 
ihters,  was  not,  she  said,  like  the  reception  of  enemies,  but 
le  most  intimate  friends.     ''  TLcy  loaded  us  with  Uiudu^ta,^ 
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iRJtM  Jbt,  "and  the;  b«ha*D(l  in  the  wme  Banner  tmtuda  Gi*- 
•nJ  BnrgojBc,  thuufcb  be  luwl  onlend  Utetr  aplrDdiil  tauUiA' 
Bant  to  b*  bumi,  luid  withaiit  an/  atwmly,  it 
ftll  tlwir  Mlloiu  pruvcil,  thai  ia  tlie  tiglil  of  tl>o  niafortoMitf 
sUun  tWj  quirkl;  forfrni  their  own."     It  w*a,  id  fAct,  ibt  iMif 
BnrgojiM  to  have  cuaU  of  fir«  lioaprd  cvn  bia  head  hj  ihamwA 
wboa  ba  had  Ihmh  it  enmity.  One  uf  the  first  pcrMoa  whoa  itki 
MMomtand  iu  tba  AmcTican  camp  wu  Gmeral  Sdtarhr. 
attonptod  to  inalt«  somo  atpUtiktion  or  cieQa(>  kboat  tlw  i 
dectrnetion  of  lii«  pnipcriy.    Schii^W  hvggoA  him  nut  to 
of  it,  as.  the  occa«ioii  ju«ifi«d  it,  aooonliiig  lo  tfa«  prineapttefll 
rtil«a«f  Tw. 

"  He  did  more,"  laid  Bargnpic,  in  »  upoaeh  before  the 
of  Coannow :    "  he   >ciit   an   aidi'-de-canip    lo    cundBet  ; 
Albany ;  in  ordi-r,  u  Im  cxpnMscd  it,  to  pruoorn  b<rttw  if 
than  a  BtrangiT  iiii;;lit  bo  Mv  to  &tj|].     Tbnt  gcntUmwa 
me  to  a  rery  clfgant  bnuw,  aud,  to  luy  great  mrprue, 
me  to  Mra.  8(-'buyI«r  nud  her  buily.     Iii  that  hooM  I 
daring  mj  vbnln  atay  iu  Albany,  with  a  table  of  more  it* 
twenty  coven  for  uio  and  my  frionde,  and  every  other 
tion  of  bo^itality.  " 

This  wai  indeed  rcaliiiog  the  vaunted  coortosy  and 
nimity  of  the  age  of  cbiratry. 

The  anrreudcr  of  Burfoyno  was  eaoa  followed  by  the  < 
tion  of  TicondcrogB  nod  Fort  Indepeodeoce,  the  ^rrUtuu  retinsf 
to  the  Isle  anx  Noix  sad  St.  Johns.     As  to  the  armainent  «  A< 
Hudson,  the  comnuuidcrs  whom  Sir  IK'nry  CliDU>ii  had  IcO 
eharge  of  it,  roeeived,  in  tbo  midat  of  their  deaaktim4i|||p 
aatoDiiding  intelligenoe  of  the  o^tnn  of  tbft  Hay  mtt^ 
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hqr  hid  oome  to  oa-operate.      Nothing  remained  for   them, 
herafore,  but  to  drop  down  the  river  and  return  to  New  York. 

The  whole  expedition,  though  it  had  effected  much  damage  to 
k  Americana,  failed  to  be  of  essential  service  to  the  royal 
muL  The  fortresses  in  the  Highlands  could  not  be  maintained, 
ad  had  been  evacuated  and  destroyed,  and  the  plundering  and 
bmmg  of  defenceless  towns  and  villages,  and  especially  the 
MHilagration  of  Esopus,  had  given  to  the  whole  enterprise  the 
riuuscter  of  a  maraud,  disgraceful  in  civilized  warfare,  and  cal- 
nbted  only  to  inflame  more  deadly  enmity  and  determined 
opposition. 

NOTE. 

The  reader  may  desire  to  know  the  sequel  of  Lady  Harriet  Ackland's  ro- 
^iUatic  storj.  Her  husband  recovered  from  his  wonnds,  and  they  returned 
^^Sttber  to  England.  Major  Ackland  retained  a  grateful  sense  of  the  kind 
^■^■itment  thejr  had  experienced  from  the  Americans.  At  a  dinner  party  he 
^  warm  words  with  another  British  officer,  who  questioned  the  American 
'^•lacter  for  courage.  A  duel  ensued,  in  which  the  major  was  killed.  The 
'^(^  to  Lady  Harriet  produced  mental  derangement  She  recovered  in  the 
^HQne  of  a  couple  of  years,  and  ultimately  was  married  to  Mr.  Brudenell,  the 
''orth/  chaplain  who  hod  been  her  companion  and  protector  in  the  time  of  hei 
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HatikO  giTc^Ti  Ihe  cntaitmpho  of  the  Dritiih  in*ruiB  frM' 
Nortb,  we  will  ruvurt  to  that  part  of  Utu  fev*i  tuajvp^ 
vu  pasting  uiidrr  the.  ImmcdiatA  eye  uf  Wuliii^toa.  V*' 
him  enc&in[X'd  at  Fntt'a  Ororo  towarda  die  end  of 
giving  bia  tr™>|i»  n  frw  iJnjg'  irpow  tfttr  lb«ir  wrtit  Mp 
Being  rejoitii-'l  b}'  Wuvuo  adJ  Smtkllwood  vit}i  tbtir  hi| 
and  other  trooj.*  bi-ing  arrived  from  tlio  Jerf*«,  fc* 
amounted  to  «bi>ut  eight  tIjouHand  CouiiueaUli  atvl  >l>n* 
sand  militia  ;  with  tiivso  be  adriuiitHi,  ou  the  llOtli  of  SffM"'. 
to  Skippack  t'n-ek.  about  fuurlucLi  miloH  fn>m  Oentunton.' 
tlie  main  body  of  tho  Uritiiih  army  I.ty  cnciiaiped ; 
tmder  ConiK>lli»  ocrupyiiig  Philnddphia. 

Immediati'ly  nfli^r  tlir  battle  of  Brandywiiie,  AdninI 
Hove  vitb  great  fxtrtions  bad  succeeded  in  gettiiig  U*  Ai 
mr  and  tmi«portd  ruuud  from  the  Cbesapealce  into  the  M^ 
and  had  anchored  them  along  tkt  WMtaiB  AaaAl 
Iiland  to  Nevoaatle.     They  were  pnruitadi  ftHt  I 
iwam  bj  obfltmoUont  which  the  AmerioiBa  kai  ^ 
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;  The  loircst  of  these  wore  at  Billing=port  (or  Bjlling'n 
t),  where  cheTaai-dc'friso  id  the  chaoDcl  of  the  river  wera 
cted  by  a.  strong  redoubt  od  the  Jersey  shore.  Higher  up 
Fori  Mifflin  on  Mud  {or  Fort)  Island,  and  Fort  Mercer  on 
Jersey  shore ;  with  chevaus-de-frise  between  them.  Wash- 
bad  exerted  himself  to  throw  n  garriRon  into  Fort  Mifflin, 
keep  up  the  obstruetiona  nf  the  river.  "  If  these  can  he 
lined,"  said  he,  "  General  Howo's  silaalioii  will  not  be  tho 
Lgreeablc ;  for  if  liie  eupplic^  can  be  stopped  by  water,  it 
CBaily  bo  done  by  laud.  To  do  both  shall  be  my  utran.it 
)r ;  and  I  am  not  without  hope  tliat  the  acquisition  of 
ilpbia  may,  instead  of  his  good  fortune,  prove  his  ruin."  " 
Ki  William  Howe  was  perfectly  a.ware  of  this,  and  hod  con- 
I  operations  with  his  brclher  by  land  and  water,  to  reduce 
irta  and  clear  away  the  obstractions  of  the  river.  'Willi 
iew  be  detached  a  part  of  his  force  into  the  Jerseys,  to 
^  in  the  first  iustanee,  against  the  fortifications  at  Billings- 

'aahington  bad  been  for  eome  daya  nnxioasly  on  the  look- 
ir  some  opportunity  to  strike  a  blow  of  const qn en ee,  when 

btercoptcd  letters  gave  him  intelligence  of  this  movemeut. 
Dmediately  determined  to  make  au  attack  upon  the  Itritish 
at  GcrnitntowD,  while  weakened  by  the  absence  of  this  dc- 
icnL     To  understand  the  plan  of  tlic  nttacic,  some  descrip- 

nf  the  British  place  of  encampment  Is  neeeasory. 

krmantuwti,  at  that  time,  was  little  more  than  one  continued 
extending  ttto  uiilea  north  and  south.     The  houses  wero 

[y  of  Gtone,  low  and  substantial,  with  steep  roufs  kud  pro- 

■  Lctur  to  iLo  rcv^cDt  oC  Cocig.    Sparks,  t.  7L 
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toeting  eaves.  Thcj  stood  apart  from  eaeh  others  with  frut 
trocs  in  front  and  Kuiall  gardens.  Beyond  the  Tillagei  and  aboit 
a  hundred  yards  east  of  the  road,  stood  a  spadona  stoiM  edifioa^ 
with  oroamcntcd  grounds,  statues,  grores  and  ahmbbery,  the 
country-seat  of  Benjamin  Chew,  chief  justice  of  Pennayiv*^ 
previous  to  the  Revolution :  we  shall  have  more  to  aay  eoneafr 
ing  this  mansion  presently. 

Four  roads  approached  the  village  from  above ;  that  ia,  frm 
the  north.  The  Skippack,  which  was  the  main  road,  led  over 
Chestnut  Hil  and  Mount  Airy  down  to  and  through  the  vilhgi 
toward  Philadelphia,  forming  the  street  of  which  we  have  JMl 
8poken.  On  its  right,  and  nearly  parallel^  was  the  Honatamij 
or  Ridge  road,  passing  near  the  Schuylkill,  and  entering  tb 
main  road  below  the  village. 

On  the  left  of  the  Skippack  or  main  road,  was  the  Limekih 
road,  running  nearly  parallel  to  it  for  a  time,  and  then  tumii( 
towards  it,  almost  at  right  angles,  so  as  to  enter  the  village  d 
the  market-place.  Still  further  to  the  left  or  east,  and  antait 
of  all,  was  the  Old  York  road,  falling  into  the  main  road  sooi 
distance  below  the  village. 

The  main  body  of  the  British  forces  lay  encamped  acroa  Ai 
lower  part  of  the  village,  divided  into  almost  equal  parti  bj  Ai 
main  street  or  Skippack  road.  The  right  wing,  commanded  If 
General  Grant,  was  to  the  cast  of  the  road,  the  left  wing  to  tkl 
west.  Each  wing  was  covered  by  strong  detachments,  and  gntf'' 
cd  by  cavalry.     General  Howe  had  his  head-quarters  in  the  r6tf* 

The  advance  of  the  army,  composed  of  the  2d  bmttalioD  d 
British  light-infantry,  with  a  train  of  artillery,  was  more  tki* 
two  miles  from  the  main  body,  on  the  west  of  the  road,  with  ^ 
outlying  picket  stationed  with  two  eiz-pounders  at  Allen's 
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Mount  Airj.  About  tlirco  quarters  of  a  milo  in  the  rear  of 
0  light-iDfaiitrj,  lay  encamped  in  a  field  opposite  "  Chew's 
iofue/^  the  40th  regiment  of  infantry,  under  Colonel  Musgravc. 

According  to  Washington's  plan  for  the'attack,  Sullivan  was 
)  command  the  right  wing,  composed  of  his  own  division,  princi- 
■Uy  Maryland  troops,  and  the  division  of  General  Wayne.  He ' 
ns  to  be  sustained  by  a  corps  de  reserve^  under  Lord  Stirling, 
ompoeed  of  Nash's  North  Carolina  and  Maxwell's  Virginia 
irigides,  and  to  be  flanked  by  the  brigade  of  Ocneral  Conway. 
3o  was  to  march  down  the  Skippack  road  and  attack  the  left 
iing;  at  the  same  time  General  Armstrong,  with  the  Pennsyl- 
vuia  militia,  was  to  pass  down  the  Monatawny  or  Ridge  road, 
ind  get  upon  the  enemy's  left  and  rear. 

Greene  with  the  left  wing,  composed  of  his  own  division  and 

Kk  division  of  General  Stephen,  and  flanked  by  McDougairs 

ki^e,  was  to  march  down  the  Limekiln  road,  so  as  to  enter 

tbc  villaire  at  the  market-house.     The  two  divisions  were  to  at- 

^k  the  enemy's  right  wing  in  front,  McDougall  with  hi.s  bri- 

gxle  to  attack  it  in  flank,  while  Small  wood's  division  of  Mary- 

Ittd  militia  and  Forman's  Jersey  brigade,  making  a  circuit  by 

^  Old  York  road,  were  to  attack  it  in  the  rear.     Two  thirds 

^  the  forces  were  thus  directed  against  the  enemy's  right  wing, 

^er  the  idea  that,  if  it  could  be  forced,  the  whole  army  must 

■^pushed  into  the  Schuylkill,  or  compelled  to  surrender.     The 

^^ipwas  to  begin  on  all  quarters  at  daybreak.*^ 

About  dusk,  on  the  3d  of  October,  the  army  left  its  encump- 
^t  at  Matuchen  Hills,  by  its  different  routes.  Washington 
•ccompanied  the  right  wing.     It  had  fifteen  miles  of  weary  march 

•  JLecter  of  Waahington  to  the  President  of  Congross.     Letter  of  Sullivan 
9  OkB  President  of  New  Hampshire. 
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to  make  orcr  rough  roads,  ao  that  it  waa  after  dajbreak  lAcB  Ai 
troops  emerged  from  the  woods  oo  Chestnut  HilL  The  noni^ 
was  dark  with  a  hoar  j  fog.  A  detachment  advanced  to  atlMk. 
the  enemy's  out  picket,  stationed  at  Allen's  House.  The  patnl 
was  led  by  Captain  Allen  McLano,  a  brare  Maryland  officer,  «d 
acquainted  with  the  ground,  and  with  the  position  of  the  eneHy* 
lie  fell  in  with  double  sentries,  whom  ho  killed  with  the  hm  rf 
one  man.  The  alarm,  however,  was  giyen ;  the  distant  roll  if 
a  drum  and  the  call  to  arms,  resounded  through  the  murky  aK 
The  picket  guard,  after  discharging  their  two  six-pounderB|  V8i 
routed,  and  retreated  down  the  south  side  of  Mount  Airy  totki 
battalion  of  light- infantry  who  were  forming  in  order  of  bttdt 
As  their  pursuers  descended  into  the  valley,  the  sun  rose,  hA 
was  soon  obscured.  Wayne  led  the  attack  upon  the  light-in&t* 
try.  "They  broke  at  first,"  writes  he,  "  without  waiting  toit" 
ceive  us,  but  soon  formed  again,  when  a  heavy  and  well-directei  \ 
fire  took  place  on  both  sides."  i 

They  again  gave  way,  but  being  supported  by  the  grcnadirt 
returned  to  the  charge.     Sullivan's  division  and  Conway's  W" 
gade  formed  on  the  west  of  the  road,  and  joined  in  the  attack i 
the  rest  of  the  troops  were  too  far  to  the  north  to  render  IVJ 
assistance.     The  infantry,  after  fighting  bravely  for  a  time,  brok* 
and  ran,  leaving  their  artillery  behind.     They  were  hotly  J0^ 
sued  by  Wayne.     His  troops  remembered  the  bloody  20th  rf 
September,  and  the  ruthless  slaughter  of  their  comrades.    ^IMf 
pushed  on  with  the  bayonet,"  says  Wayne,  "  and  took  ample  xt^ 
geance  for  that  night^s  work."     The  officer^  endeavored  to  restr*** 
their  fury  towards  those  who  cried  for  mercy,  but  to  little  p^*** 
pose.     It  was  a  terrible  mekK!.    The  fog,  together  with  the  maO» 
of  the  cannonry  and  musketry,  made  it  almost  as  dark  as  u^V 
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BiisUktDg  one  another  for  the  eaemj,  frequently  ez- 
befoie  tbcj  discovered  their  error.  The  whole  of 
ulvance  were  driven  from  their  camping  ground, 
liag  ihcir  tents  standing,  with  all  their  baggage.  Colonel 
agrmn,  with  six  companies  of  tlie  40th  regiment,  threw  him- 
t'mio  Chew's  House,  barricaded  the  doors  and  lower  windows, 
1  look  poU  ibove  stairs ;  the  main  torrent  of  the  retreat  passed 

punned  by  Wajoe  inio  the  village. 

As  the  residue  of  ihia  division  of  the  army  name  up  to  joiu 
tb«  pursuit,  Mnegravu  and  his  men  opened  a  fire  of  musketry 
on  tlicm  from  the  upper  M'indows  of  bia  citadel.  This  brought 
■m  to  *  halt.  Some  of  the  ofhcerx  were  for  pushing  on;  but 
aenl  Knox  stoutly  ohjcclcil,  ineisting  on  the  old  military 
uiis,  never  to  leave  a  garrieoncd  caatle  in  the  rear. 

Sis  objroliou  uuluckily  prevailed,  A  flag  was  sent  with  a 
iBDiona  U}  burrendcr.  A  yonng  Virginian,  Lieutenant  ^mith, 
dimtMrud  lo  be  the  bearer.  As  be  waa  advancing,  he  was  Bred 
fa  ud  received  a  mortal  wound.  The  boose  was  now  cannou- 
ded,  knt  the  artillery  was  too  light  to  have  the  desired  effcut. 
butcuipt  waa  made  to  set  fire  to  the  basement.  He  who  at- 
■npted  it  was  shot  dead  from  a  grated  cellar  window.  Half 
■  iaoi  was  thus  spent  in  vain ;  source  any  of  the  defenders  of 
«  hpBM  were  injured,  though  many  of  the  assailants  were  slain. 
Mlttgth  a  regiment  was  left  to  keep  guard  upon  the  roansion 
Bdhald  Us  gsrriaoa  in  check,  and  the  rear  division  again  pressed 
hraaid. 

IMi  half  hour's   delay,  however,  of  nearly   one   half  of   the 
*n},  diKODoert«d  the  action.     The  divisions  and  brigades  thus 
(ram  each  other  by  the  skirmishing  attack  upon  Chew's 

«««,  Boiild  not  bo  reunited.     Tho  fog  and  smoke  rendered  nil 
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objects  indUtinct  at  thirty  yards^  distance ;  the  diftrant  parti  of 
the  army  knew  nothing  of  the  position  or  moTementa  of  mi 
other,  and  the  commander-in-chief  could  take  no  Tiew  nor  gal 
any  information  of  the  situation  of  the  whole.  The  original  pin 
of  attack  was  only  effectively  carried  into  operation  in  the  ceatni 
The  flanks  and  rear  of  the  enemy  were  nearly  unmolested;  idl 
the  action,  though  disconnected,  irregular  and  partial,  was  uh 
mated  in  various  quarters.  Sullivan,  being  reinforced  by  SmA^ 
North  Carolina  troops  and  Conway^s  brigade,  pushed  on  a  nOi 
beyond  Ghcw^s  Houae,  where  the  left  wing  of  the  enemy  gtn 
way  before  him. 

Greene  and  Stephen,  with  their  divisions,  having  had  to  mib 
a  circuit,  were  late  iu  coming  into  action,  and  became  separated 
from  each  other,  part  of  Stephen^s  division  being  arrostoJ  bji 
heavy  fire  from  Chew's  House  and  pausing  to  return  it :  Greeny 
however,  with  his  division,  comprising  the  brigades  of  Muhko- 
berg  and  Scott,  pressed  rapidly  forward,  drove  an  advance  ngr 
mcut  of  light- infantry  before  him,  took  a  number  of  prisonefli 
and  made  his  way  quite  to  the  market -house  in  the  centre  of  tb* 
village,  where  he  encountered  the  right  wing  of  the  British  draf^ 
up  to  receive  him.     The  impetuosity  of  his  attack  had  an  evidtfX^ 
effect  upon  the  enemy,  who  began  to  waver.     Forman  and  SmsU' 
wood,  with  the  Jersey  and  Maryland  militia,  were  just  showiitf 
themselves  on  the  right  flank  of  the  enemy,  and  our  troops  seem^ 
on  the  point  of  carrying  the  whole  encampment.     At  this  00' 
ment   a  singular  panic  seized   our  army.     Various  causes  af^ 
assigned  for  it     Sullivan  alleges  that  his  troops  had  expend^ 
all  tlicir  cartridges,  and  were  alarmed  by  seeing  the  enemy  gatko^ 
ing  on  their  left,  and  by  the  cry  of  a  light-horsenian,  that  tli^ 
enemy  were  gettmg  round  them.     Wayne's  division,  whidi  hf^ 
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led  the  eaem^  nearly  three  mi!ea,  waa  al&rmed  by  the  ap- 
kch  of  a  large  hodjr  of  Amerinan  troopa  on  its  left  flank,  which 
nUtook  for  fow,  and  full  bnck  iii  defianee  of  every  effort  of 
iffieera  to  rally  it.  In  iU  retreat  it  came  upon  Slepben's  di- 
onaiiil  thr«ff  it  into  a  panic,  Itelng,  in  ita  turn,  mifilukcn  for 
enemy;  tbns  aU  foil  into  oonfustou,  and  our  ariny  fled  from 
if  own  Tiolory. 

In  the  menn  thne,  the  enemy,  hn-ving  recovered  from  the  fir«t 
CM  of  the  earprise,  advanced  in  their  turn.  General  Grey 
u^t  np  the  left  wing,  and  pressed  apon  the  Aucrieao  troopa 
K  tiicj  receded.  Lord  Cornwallia,  with  a  Bquadron  of  light- 
WMfroto  PfaiUdetphia,  arrived  just  in  time  to  join  in  the  pur- 
t. 

Tim  retreat  of  the  Aiueric&ns  was  atlendetl  with  less  loss 
n  night  have  been  expected,  and  they  carried  off  all  their 
"Ml  and  wounded.  This  wiia  partly  owing  to  tlic  good  gene- 
"tip  of  Greene,  in  keeping  up  a  retreating  fight  witli  the  enemy 
Dearly  five  mile*;  and  partly  lu  a  cheek  given  by  Wayne, 
"lomod  \iii  canuun  upon  the  enemy  from  an  eminenee,  near 
"it  Marsh  Church,  and  brought  tbem  W  a  stand.  The  retreat 
Uif.unl  through  the  day  to  Perkiomen   Creek,  a.  distance  of 


Till  Ion  of  tbo  ooemy  in  this  action  is  stated  by  them  to  be 
iBtr-une  killed,  four  bumlrod  and  fifteen  wounded,  and  four- 
Vnuung:  among  the  killed  vna  Brigadier-general  Agnew. 
*  American  loss  wub  one  lanidred  nod  fifty  killed,  five  hundred 

Itmly-one  wounded,  and  about,  four  hundred  taken  prisoners, 

Ihe  killed  was  General  Nash  of  North  Carolina.     Among 

^piMOcr*  was  Colonel  Mathews  of  Virginia,  who  commanded 

'igiiia  ragimetit  in  the  letl  w'mg.     BIo»t  of  his  officers  and 

«u.  m. — 12 
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men  were  killed  or  woanded  in  fighting  brarelj  near  the  nuurkeftp 
house,  and  he  himself  reoeired  Beveral  bayonet  woonda. 

Speaking  of  Washington's  eonduct  amidst  the  peqdexi- 
tics  of  this  confused  battle,  Oeneral  Sullivan  writes, "  I  KVi 
with  great  concern,  our  brave  commander-in-chief  exposing  luB* 
pclf  to  the  hottest  fire  of  the  enemy,  in  such  a  manner,  that  rtpA 
for  my  country  obliged  me  to  ride  to  him,  and  beg  him  to  retira 
He,  to  gratify  me  and  some  others,  withdrew  to  a  small  distaaei^ 
bat  his  anxiety  for  the  fate  of  the  day  soon  brought  him  apagu% 
where  he  remained  till  our  troops  had  retreated.^' 

The  sudden  retreat  of  the  army  gave  him  surprise,  ehigria 
and  mortification.  *^  Every  account,'*  said  he,  subsequently,  is  a 
letter  to  the  P resident  of  Congress,  "  confirms  the  opinion  I  *t 
first  entertained,  that  our  troops  retreated  at  the  instant  when 
victory  was  declaring  herself  in  our  favor.  The  tumult,  disordefi 
and  even  despair,  which,  it  seems,  had  taken  place  in  the  BritiA 
army,  were  scarcely  to  be  paralleled ;  and  it  is  said,  so  strooglj 
did  the  ideas  of  a  retreat  prevail,  that  Chester  was  fixed  on  for 
their  rendezvous.  I  can  discover  no  other  cause  for  not  impro^' 
ing  this  happy  opportunity,  than  the  extreme  haainess  of  tbt 
weather." 

So  also  Captain  Heth  of  Virginia,  who  was  in  the  aetioD^ 
"  What  makes  this  inglorious  flight  more  grating  to  us  is,  that 
wc  know  the  enemy  had  orders  to  retreat,  and  rendeivoos  at 
Chester ;  and  that  upwards  of  two  thousand  Hessians  had  actual' 
ly  crossed  the  Schuylkill  for  that  purpose;  that  the  tories  wef^ 
in  the  utmost  distress,  aiid  moving  out  of  the  city ;  that  oi^^ 
friends  confined  in  the  new  jail  made  it  ring  with  shouts  of  )oy 
that  we  passed,  in  pursuing  them,  upwards  of  twenty  pieces  c^- 
cannon,  their  tents  standing  filled  with  their  choioest  baggage ;  ^ 
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iM,  erery  ihiog  was  as  we  could  wish,  when  the  above  flight 
took  plice."  • 

No  one  was  more  annoyed  than  Wayne.  ''  Fortune  smiled 
01108 for  full  three  hours,"  writes  ho;  'Uhe  enemy  were  broke, 
<Ii^raed,  and  flying  in  all  quarters — we  were  in  possession  of 
their  whole  encampment,  together  with  their  artillery,  park,  &c, 
&c  A  wind-miil  attack  was  made  upon  a  house  into  which  six 
light  companies  had  thrown  themselves,  to  avoid  our  bayonets. 
Our  troops  were  deceived  by  this  attack,  thinking  it  something 
furtiiidable.  They  fell  back  to  assist, — the  enemy  believing  it 
to  be  1  retreat,  followed,— confusion  ensued,  and  we  ran  away 
&n&  the  arms  of  victory  open  to  receive  us.'' 

Id  £ict,  as  has  justly  been  observed  by  an  experienced  officer, 
the  plan  of  attack  was  too  widely  extended  for  strict  concert, 
vxl  too  complicated  for  precise  co-operation,  as  it  had  to  be 
<^acted  in  the  night,  and  with  a  large  proportion  of  undisci- 
plined militia ;  and  yet,  a  bewildering  fog  alone  appears  to  have 
pfcveDted  its  complete  success. 

Bat  although  the  Americans  were  balked  of  the  victory, 
vhieh  seemed  within  their  grasp,  the  imprcs.^ion  made  by  the 
tndicity  of  this  attempt  upon  Germantown,  was  greater,  wo  are 
told,  thiQ  th:it  caused  by  any  single  incident  of  the  war  after 
Wugton  and  Bunker's  Hill.f 

A  British  military  historian^  a  contemporary,  observes :  "  In 
this  action  the  Americans  acted  upon  the  offensive;  and  though 
'^^t^  with  loss,  showed  themselves  a  formidable  adversary, 
^ble  of  charging  with  resolution  and   retreating  with  good 

'  Letter  to  CoL  Lamb  in  the  Lamb  Papers,  N.  Y.  Hist  Soc.,  aud  quoted 
»*«L&ofLamb,p.l83. 

*  Bnd^t  Memoin,  voL  L  p.  819. 
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order.  The  hope,  therefore,  entertained  from  the  effect  of  aay 
action  with  them  aa  decisive,  and  likely  to  pot  a  speedy  tennina* 
tion  to  the  war,  was  exceedingly  abated."  * 

The  battle  had  its  effect  also  in  France.  The  Connt  Da 
Vergcnnes  observed  to  the  American  commissioners  in  Paris  oi 
their  first  interview,  that  nothing  stmck  him  so  much  as  Genent 
Wushiiigton's  attacking  and  giving  battle  to  Grcncral  Howe^ 
army ;  that  to  bring  an  army  raised  within  a  year  to  this  pta 
promised  every  thing. 

The  effect  on  the  army  itself  may  be  judged  from  letters  viift> 
ten  at  the  time  by  officers  to  their  friends.  "  Though  we  girl 
away  a  complete  victory,"  writes  one,  "we  have  learnt  thii 
valuable  truth,  that  wo  are  able  to  beat  them  by  vigorous  eze^ 
tloii,  and  that  we  are  far  superior  in  point  of  swiftncsa  Wc  ait 
in  high  spirits ;  every  action  gives  our  troops  fresh  vigor,  ind  t 
greater  opinion  of  their  own  strength.  Another  bout  or  if* 
niuHt  make  the  situation  of  the  enemy  very  disagreeable."  f 

Another  writes  to  his  father  :  "  For  my  own  part,  I  am  so  foUj 
convinced  of  the  justice  of  the  cause  in  which  we  are  contend" 
ing,  and  that  Providence,  in  its  own  good  time,  will  succeed  anl 
bless  it,  that,  were  I  to  see  twelve  of  the  United  States  ovema 
by  our  cruel  invaders,  I  should  still  believe  the  thirteenth  would 
not  only  save  itself,  but  also  work  out  the  deliTerance  of  tha 
others."  % 

•  Civil  War  in  America,  I  209. 

t  Capt  Heth  to  CoL  Lamb. 

t  Ut^  Shaw.    Memoirs,  by  Jonah  Qoiaoy,  p.  41. 


CHAPTER    XXIV. 

WASmraiOS  AT  WHITE  MABSB — SfKASURBS  TO  CUT  OFP  THS  K!QUrT*8  8UF- 
fUZa-^TUB  FOBTS  OS  TBE  DELAWARE  REXXFOBCED--OOLONEL  GREESTB 
or  RHODE  I8LAHD  AT  FORT  MERCER— ATTACK  AND  DEFENCE  OP  THAT 
POET—DEATH  OF  OOfTST  DOHOP. 

Wasbington  remained  a  few  days  at  Porkiomen  Greek,  to  give 
Vb  army  time  to  rest,  and  recover  from  the  disorder  incident  to 
entreat  Having  been  reinforced  by  the  arrival  of  twelve  hun- 
M  Rhode  Island  troops  from  Peekskill,  nnder  General  Var- 
Km,  and  nearly  a  thousand  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  Pennsyl- 
vioii  troops,  he  gradually  drew  nearer  to  Philadelphia,  and  took 
ftitrong  position  at  White  Marsh,  within  fourteen  miles  of  that 
ciftjr.  By  a  resolution  of  Congress,  all  persons  taken  within 
[^  tkirty  miles  of  any  place  occupied  by  British  troops,  in  the  act 
of  eonveymg  supplies  to  them,  were  subjected  to  martial  law. 
Acting  under  the  resolution,  Washington  detached  large  bodies  of 
■ilitia  to  scour  the  roads  above  the  city,  and  between  the  Schuyl- 
lill  and  Chester,  to  intercept  all  supplies  going  to  the  enemy. 

On  the  forts  and  obstructions  in  the  river,  Washington  main- 
If  eoanted  to  complete  the  harassment  of  Philadelphia.  These 
dflrnfrn  had  been  materially  impaired.  The  works  at  Billings- 
fmt  luid  been  attacked  and  destroyed,  and  some  of  the  enemy^s 
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ships  had  forced  their  w%j  through  the  cheTinx-de-friie  plM^ 
there.  The  Aiuericati  frigate  Delaware,  stationed  in  the  lifff 
bctwccD  the  upper  forts  and  Philadelphia,  had  mn  agitMol 
before  a  Britisli  battery,  and  been  captured. 

It  was  now  the  great  object  of  the  Howes  to  redooe  sbJ 
destroy,  aud  of  Washington  to  defend  and  maintain,  the  rentia- 
ing  forts  aud  obstructious.  Fort  Mifflin,  which  we  have  alradj 
mentioned,  was  erected  on  a  low,  green,  reedy  island  in  the  DtAt 
ware,  a  few  miles  below  Philadelphia,  and  below  the  mouth  rf 
the  Schuylkill  It  consisted  of  a  strong  redoubt,  with  extOHin 
outworks  and  batteries.  There  was  but  a  narrow  channel  be* 
twccn  the  island  aud  the  Pennsylvania  shore.  The  main  ehansd, 
practicable  for  ships,  was  on  the  other  side.  In  this  weresmik 
strong  chevaux-dc-frise,  difficult  either  to  be  weighed  or  est 
through,  and  dangerous  to  any  ships  that  might  run  against  thco; 
subjected  as  they  would  be  to  the  batteries  of  Fort  Mifflin  ci 
cue  side,  aud  ou  the  other  to  those  of  Fort  Mercer,  a  strong  work 
at  Red  l^aiik  on  the  Jersey  shore. 

Fort  Mifflin  was  garrisoned  by  troops  of  the  Maryland  lln^p 
under  Lieutenant-colonel  Samuel  Smith  of  Baltimore;  audM 
kept  up  a  brave  defence  against  batteries  erected  by  the  eoea/ 
on  the  Pennsylvania  shore.  A  reiuforcemeut  of  Virginia  tnKf 
made  the  giir]:ison  between  three  and  four  hundred  stroi^  J 

Floating  batteries,  galleys,  and  fire-ships,  commanded  If 
Cunimodore  Ilazelwood,  were  stationed  under  the  forts  and  Jafif^ 
the  river. 

Fort  Mercer  had  hitherto  been  garrisoned  by  militia,  Iwi 
Washington  now  replaced  them  by  four  hundred  of  Grencial 
Yaruum's  Rhode  Islaud  Continentals.  Colonel  ChristopbiK 
Greene  was  put  in  command;  a  brave  officer  who  had 
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IImI  Arnold  in  his  rough  (xpcdttion  to  Ctiofi<ia.  and  fought  rnl- 
Ij  nadcT  the  walla  of  Quebec,  "  The  post  with  which  yon 
'iatnutod,"  writes  Wnshington  in  his  letter  of  instrnctioDa, 
»f  the  ntninst  importance  to  America.  The  whole  defence 
Delawsre  depends  upon  it;  and  coiiKcqociitly  all  the 
hopes  of  keeping  Philadelphia,  and  fioally  succeeding  in 
pmeeot  cunpaign." 
Coltmel  Greene  was  accompanied  I>j  Captain  Mandnit  Duples- 
vbo  was  to  have  the  direction  oT  the  artillery.  Be  nas  a 
Ig  Prvncli  ragineer  of  great  merit,  who  bad  Tolnnteered  in 
'Aniertcan  cause,  and  received  n  commission  from  Congress. 
i  eheTaui-d«-5isB  in  the  river  had  been  constructed  under  hia 

inlimdcnoe. 

*6roroc,  aided  by  Dapleesis,  made  all  Iiaste  to  put  Fort  Mer- 
k  a  state  of  defence ;  but  before  the  outworks  were  com- 
Kd,  he  was  surprised  (O'-tober  2*2)  by  the  appearanoe  of  a 
p  force  emerging  from  a  wood  within  cannon  shot  of  the  fnrt. 
Br  nnifomis  showed  ihcm  to  be  Hessians.  They  werw,  in  fact, 
iWtalions  twelve  hundred  strong  of  grtnadierB,  picked  men. 
He  light-infnntry  and  chasseurs,  all  commanded  by  Count 
Xf,  who  Irad  figured  in  the  last  year's  cnmpaign. 
Cfilnoel  Greene,  in  nowise  dismayed  by  the  superiority  of  the 
Bbj.  forming  in  glistening  array  before  the  wood,  prepared  for 
tout  resistance.  In  a  little  while  rn  officer  was  descried,  rid- 
[tlowly  up  with  a  fing,  aieompnnicd  hy  a  drummer.  Ureeno 
Ifrrd  hie  men  to  keep  out  of  sight,  that  the  fort  might  appear 
kiti^tly  garrisoned . 

hJhen  within  proper  diittanco,  the  drummer  sounded  a  parley, 
lb«  officer  summODed  the  garrisou  to  surrender  j    with  a 
of  DO  quarter  in  coac 
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Greene's  reply  was,  that  the  post  would  be  defended  to  At 
last  extremity. 

The  flag  rode  back  and  made  report  Forthwith  the  H» 
sians  were  seen  at  work  throwing  up  a  battery  within  half  a  mJk 
of  the  outworks.  It  was  finished  by  four  o^cloek,  and  opened  ■ 
heaTy  oannonade,  under  corer  of  which  the  enemy  were  pn|•^ 
iog  to  approach. 

As  the  American  outworks  were  but  half  finidied,  and  woe 
too  extensive  to  be  manned  by  the  garrison,  it  was  determined  hf 
(rrccne  and  Duplessis  that  the  troops  should  make  but  a  short 
Ftand  there ;  to  gall  the  enemy  in  their  approach,  and  then  retin 
within  the  redoubt,  which  was  defended  by  a  deep  intrenofameBl^ 
boarded  and  fralscd. 

I)ouop  led  on  his  troops  in  gallant  style,  under  corer  of  t 
heavy  fire  from  his  battery.  They  advanced  in  two  columns,  to 
attack  the  outworks  in  two  places.  As  they  advanced,  they  ven 
excessively  galled  by  a  flanking  fire  from  the  American  ffUkfl 
and  batteries,  and  by  sharp  volleys  from  the  outworks.  The  ht" 
tor,  however,  as  had  been  concerted,  were  quickly  abandoned  hj 
the  garrison.  The  enemy  entered  at  two  places,  and,  imagtaiig 
the  day  their  own,  the  two  columns  pushed  on  with  shonts  to 
storm  different  parts  of  the  redoubt.  As  yet,  no  troops  were  to 
be  seen;  but  as  one  of  the  columns  approached  the  redoubt <!■ 
the  north  side,  a  tremendous  discharge  of  grape-shot  and  mn* 
kctry  burst  forth  from  the  embrasures  in  front,  and  a  half-miski' 
}>attery  on  the  left.  The  filaughtcr  was  prodigious;  the  ooluA 
was  driven  back  in  confusion.  Count  Donop,  with  the  other  eol- 
unm,  in  attempting  the  south  side  of  the  redoubt,  had  passed  tho 
abatis ;  some  of  hb  men  had  traversed  the  fosse ;  others  hs^ 
clambered  over  the  pickets,  when  a  similar  tempest  of  artilbi^ 
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id  miuketiy  bunt  upon  them.  Some  were  killed  on  the  spot, 
tany  were  wounded,  and  the  rest  were  driven  out  Donop 
inuelf  was  wounded,  and  remained  on  the  spot ;  Lieutenant- 
oUmel  Mingerode,  the  second  in  command,  was  also  dangerously 
roanded.  Several  other  of  the  best  officers  were  slain  or  dis- 
abled. Lieutenant-colonel  Linsing,  the  oldest  remaining  officei; 
mdeavored  to  draw  off  the  troops  in  good  order,  but  in  vain; 
they  retreated  in  confusion,  hotly  pursued,  and  were  again  cut 
op  in  their  retreat  by  the  flanking  fire  from  the  galleys  and 
lotting  batteries. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  in  killed  and  wounded,  in  this  brief 
but  severe  action,  waa  about  four  hundred  men.  That  of  the 
Aaerieana,  eight  killed  and  twenty-nine  wounded. 

As  Captain  Hauduit  Duplessis  was  traversing  the  scene  of 

■hogl^  after  the  repulse,  he  waa  accosted  by  a  voice  from 

a&ODg  the  alain:  "  Whoever  you  are,  draw  me  hence."    It  was 

ths  unfortunate  Count  Donop.     Duplessis  had  him  conveyed  to  a 

koae  near  the  fort,  wl)ere  every  attention  was  paid  to  his  com- 

lorl    He  languished  for  three  days,  during  which  Duplessis  was 

continually  at  his  bedside.     '*  This  is  finishing  a  noble  career 

c>rly,^  said  the  count  sadly,  as  he  fouud  his  death  approaching 

""then,  as  if  conscious  of  the  degrading  service  in  which  he  had 

Ukn,  hired  out  by  his  prince  to  aid  a  foreign  power  in  quelling 

^  bnve  struggle  of  a  people  for  their  liberty,  and  contrast- 

^  It  with  that  in  which  the  chivalrous  youth  by  his  bedside  was 

**pged — ^  I  die,"  added  he  bitterly,  **  the  victim  of  my  ambi- 

^  tod  of  the  avarice  of  my  sovereign."  *     He  was  but  thirty- 

*^  Jtun  of  age  at  the  time  of  hb  deatL 

*  De  Cbattellnx,  voL  L  p.  266. 
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According  to  the  plan  of  the  enemy,  Fort  Mifflin,  oppoateto 
Fort  Mercer,  was  to  hare  been  attaoked  at  the  nme  timelj 
water.  The  force  employed  waa  the  Angosta  of  nztyter gai; 
the  Roebuck  of  for^ty-four,  two  frigates,  the  HarGu  doop  i 
eighteen  gnns,  and  a  galley.  They  forced  their  mj  thioi|^  Ai 
lower  line  of  chevaax-dc-frise ;  but  the  Augusta  and  Heriiana 
aground  below  the  second  line,  and  erery  effort  to  get  thai' 
proved  fruitless.  To  divert  attention  from  their  sitnatioiijAi 
other  vesf«els  drew  as  near  to  Fort  Mifflin  as  they  eoQld,Ml 
opened  a  cannonade ;  but  the  obstructions  in  the  river  had  • 
altered  the  channel  that  they  could  not  get  within  very  eHettin 
distance.  They  kept  up  a  fire  upon  the  fort  thronglunit  Ai 
evening,  and  recommenced  it  early  in  the  morning  as  did  fib- 
wise  the  British  batteries  on  the  Pennsylvania  shore ;  hopbgthit 
under  cover  of  it  the  ships  might  be  got  ofL  A  strong  adveaB 
wind,  however,  kept  the  tide  from  rising  sufficiently  to  float  thea. 

The  Americans  discovered   their  situation,  and  sent  don 
four  fire-sliips  to  destroy  them,  but  without  effect.     A  heavy  in 
was  now  opened  upon  them  from  the  galleys  and  floating  batterioL 
It  was  warmly  returned.     In  the  course  of  the  action,  a  red-bol 
shot  set  the  Augusta  on  fire.     It  was  impossible  to  cheek  tb* 
flames.     All  haste  was  made  with  boats  to  save  the  crew,  wUb 
the  other  ships  drew  off  as  fast  as  possible  to  get  out  of  tht 
reach  of  the  explosion.     She  blew  up,  however,  while  the  secoil 
lieutenant,  the  chaplain,  the  gunner,  and  several  of  the  ciev 
were  yet  on  board,  most  of  whom  perished.     The  Merlin  WM 
now  set  on  fire  and  abandoned ;  the  Roebuck  and  the  other  v» 
scls  dropped  down  the  river,  and  the  attack  on  Fort  Mifflin  WM 
given  up. 

These  signal  repulses  of  the  enemy  had  an  ^nin^iHng  eftol 
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on  the  pablie  mind,  and  were  promptly  noticed  by  Congress. 
Colonel  Greene,  who  commanded  at  Fort  Mercer,  Lieutenant- 
cotonel  Smith  of  Maryland,  who  commanded  at  Fort  Mifflin,  and 
Commodore  Haxelwood,  who  commanded  the  galleys,  received 
tk  thinks  of  that  body ;  and  subsequently,  a  sword  was  voted 
to  eidi,  as  a  testimonial  of  distinguished  merit 
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OB  KALB  OOMMISSIOXED  XAJOR-OESnERAXi— PBETBSISIOSra  OF  < 
ED  BT  WJLSIIINOTON— COSmV'AT  CABALr— OATE8  RKMI8B   IK 
— DILATORY   Rf   rORWARDIXO  TROOPS— MISBIOSf  OP  RAXELTOBf  10 
WILKINSON   BEARER  OP  DESPATCHES  TO  COXORE98 — A  TARDT  TMAl 
BIS  REWARD— CONWAY  CORBESPONDENCB   DETKCTED— WASUOtOTOai^  < 
OGY   FOR   HIS  ARMY. 


We  have  heretofore  had  occasion  to  advert  to  the  ai 
and  perplexities  occasioned  to  Washington  by  the  claims  and 
tensions  of  foreign  officers  who  had  entered  into  the 
Among  the  officers  who  came  out  with  Lafayette,  was  tha 
Dc  Kalb)  a  German  by  birth,  but  who  had  long  been 
in  the  French  service,  and  though  a  silver-haired  veteran,  m 
years  of  age,  was  yet  fresh  and  active  and  vigorous ;  whidi 
attributed  to  his  being  a  rigid  water  drinker.     In  the  montki 
September,  Congress  had  given  him  the  commission  of 
general,  to  date  with  that  of  Lafayette. 

This  instantly  produced  a  remonstrance  from  Brigadii 
eral  Conway,  the  Gallic  Hibernian,  of  whom  we  have 
inade  mention,  who  considered  himself  slighted  and  hfff^ ' 
their  giving  a  superior  rank  to  his  own  to  a  person  who  h»i  ^ 
rendered  the  cause  the  least  service,  and  who  had  been  Ui  ■■ 
rior  in  France.     He  claimed,  therefore,  for  himself^  the  itaki' 
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Bttjoc-pmnil,  ud  was  scpportod  in  h!a  pretensions  by  persons 
bolk  in  «o4  oat  of  CoogreM ;  especially  by  Mifflin;  the  quarter- 

W«ihiBgU)n  Ud  already  been  diagusted  by  tLe  orerweeniog 
prtMimption  ol  Conway,  and  was  earpriscd  to  bear  tLat  bia  nppli- 
MtioD  wu  liielj  to  bo  BuccessfuL  He  wrote  on  tbe  17th  of 
)c(obrr,  to  Iticbitrd  Henry  Lee,  then  in  Congregs,  warning  bim 
IBt  micii  aa  ippoiDtment  would  be  aa  unfortunate  a  measure  as 
r«r  *»<  adopied — one  that  would  give  a.  fatil  blow  to  tbe  esisi- 
00  of  tio  army.  "  Upon  m  interestlDg  a  subject,"  observes  he, 
J  nnwt  speak  plaiuly.  Tbe  duty  I  owe  my  country,  the  ardent 
.  I  lwtT<  to  promote  its  tme  interests,  and  juatioe  to  individ- 
j^uir«  '■^^  of  nii;.  General  Coawjiy'a  merit  as  an  officer, 
awn  imagina- 
leave  no  ser- 
,«ii  untold,  nor  to  want  any  ibing  wbicb  ia  to  ba 
•     •     •     •     I  would  ask  why  the 


ttU  of  nil.-.     General  Co 
}^  iinpo''"''^  in  this  army,  exist  more  in 
tbBii  >«• '^"y-    PoritiBamaximwithbi 

^^  1   teog*''*''  >"  tbo  service  should  be  put  over  the  beads 

ije^ti  ""''  ""-Teby  take  Miik  and  command  of  geullenica 

^p^t^rdaj  Were  bis  seniors;  gentlemen  who,  as  I  will  ba 

e»y  '"  ^^^^  "f  ^"""J  of  thera  ot  least,  arc  of  sound 

^d   anquestionable  bravery.      •      •      •       •       • 

J  801  well  assured  of,  that  they  will  not   acrve  under 

^T  fc  T""  ^  guess,  therefore,  at  the  situation  this  artny 

gt  *0  important  a  crisis,  if  this  erent    Bbould  tako 


tbe  '^  ' 


,PPP*' 


lilion  U 


0  his  presumptuous  aspiratiooa,  at  once  threw 
litctioD  forming  under  tbe  auspicea  of  Oeoerai 
"f  '""*■  oviitleinan  •'»''  recently  tendered  biM  rtfligiiatloft 
'•*■     '*t-:"0   of  major-general  and  .luartLcuiix^t^rj-ei 
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on  the  plea  of  ill  health,  hat  was  busily  engaged  in  intrifM 
against  the  commander-in-chief,  towards  whom  he  had  long  dk» 
ished  a  secret  hostility.  Conway  now  joined  with  him  heart  td 
hand,  and  soon  become  so  active  and  prominent  a  member  d 
the  faction  that  it  acquired  the  name  of  Conway's  CabaL  Ik 
object  was  to  depreciate  the  military  character  of  Wadiingy^ 
in  comparison  with  that  of  Grates,  to  whom  was  attributed  lb 
whole  success  of  the  Northern  campaign.  Gates  was  perfbedf 
ready  for  such  an  elevation.  He  was  intoxicated  by  his  gd 
fortune,  and  seemed  to  forget  that  he  had  reaped  where  he  U 
not  sown,  and  that  the  defeat  of  Burgoyne  had  been  iuMni 
by  plans  concerted  and  put  in  operation  before  his  arrival  iu  tb 
Northern  Department. 

In  fact,  in  the  excitement  of  his  vanity.  Gates  appears  It 
have  forgotten  that  there  was  a  commander-in-chief,  to  wImhs  U 
was  accountable.  He  neglected  to  send  him  any  despateh  •  i 
the  subject  of  the  surrender  of  Burgoyne,  contenting  himflV  : 
with  sending  one  to  Congress,  then  sitting  at  Yorktown.  Walk- 
ington  was  left  to  hear  of  the  important  event  by  casual  nuMi| 
and  was  for  several  days  in  anxious  uncertainty,  until  he  reeeiffll 
a  copy  of  the  capitulation  in  a  letter  from  General  Putnam. 

Gates  was  equally  neglectful  to  inform  him  of  the  disposiw 
he   intended   to  make  of  the  army  under   his  oommand.   Bt 
delayed  even  to  forward  Morgan^s  rifle  corps,  though  their  lO^ 
vices  were  no  longer  needed  in  his  camp,  and  were  so  mvA  i**  ' 
quired  in  the  South.     It  was  determined,  therefore,  in  a  oosbm 
of  war,  that  one  of  Wasliington^s  staff  should  be  sent  to  OtM   ^ 
to  represent  the  critical  state  of  affairs,  and  that  a  large  rtf^   j 
forcement  from   the  Northern  army  would,  in  all  probiUi^  1 
reduce  General  Howe  to   the  same  situation  with  Bnrffip^  M 
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3d  he  ramwii  in  Pkiladclpliis,  withoot  being  able  to  removo 
tktntctioDB  in  the  Delawue,  and  open  9.  free  oommunicatinn 
bis  shipping. 
Oalonel  Alexmoder  Hamihnn,  bis  jrontliful  but  intcUigciU 
le-cuup,  was  charged  vith  tbis  misBion.  He  bore  a  letter 
VaabiDgtoa  to  Oalos,  dated  October  30tb,  of  which  tho 
iDg  Is  mn  extract. 

By  this  opportunity,  X  do  myself  the  pleasure  to  eongratu- 
pu  on  the  s^al  succcbb  of  tbc  amij  under  your  cotnniaiKl, 
Dpt^ling  GeQcral  Burgoyoc  and  hia  whole  force  lo  surrender 
<tirt«  prisoners  of  war;  an  event  that  does  the  highcKt 
to  the  American  ATtns,  and  which,  I  hope,  will  bo  attendod 
thn  most  ezteusire  and  happy  consc<]uenoGs.  At  the  sauiu 
1  cannot  hat  regret  that  a  natter  of  sncb  magnitude,  and 
t-Tesling  to  our  gcncrul  operntioas,  should  have  reached  mo 
dy ;  or  through  the  clmiinel  of  letters  not  bearing 
iinthcutidty  which  the  importance  of  it  required,  and  which 
Mdd  have  received  by  a  line  under  your  signature  stating  tho 

neh  wu  tbe  calm  and  dignified  notice  of  an  Instance  of 
U  diarcspeet,  nlmoet  amounting  to  inanbordination.  It  is 
Nful  whether  Gat«s,  in  bia  state  of  mental  effcrvcsoenee,  felt 

■ererity  of  the  rebuke. 
Iha  offioer  whom  Gates  bad  employed  its  boiircr  of  his 
>«li  10  Congress,  was  Wilkinson,  his  adjutant -gen  oral  and 
M  ayoopliant:  a  man  at  once  pompons  and  tcrvile.  Ho 
n  long  on  the  road  that  the  articles  of  tho  treaty,  according 
•  own  account,  reached  tho  grand  army  before  be  did  the 
pSK.  Etbu  aftitr  his  arrival  at  Yorklown  he  required  throo 
to  mrraogo  his  papers,  preparing  to  deliver  them  in  style. 
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At  length,  eigliteeii  dmys  aller  the  ramnddr  of  Bmgup^  U 
taken  place,  he  formally  laid  the  documents  eonoeriiiiig  il  brfn 
Congress,  preluding  them  with  a  message  in  the  name  of  Gata^ 
but  prepared  the  day  before  by  himself,  and  feUowing  thna  if 
Ity  comments,  explanatory  and  eulogistio,  of  his  own.  i 

He  evidently  expected  to  produce  a  great  eifcot  by  thinks 
torical  display,  and  to  be  signally  rewarded  for  his  good  tif^^ 
but  Cougrcv  were  as  slow  in  expressing  their  sense  of  hii  li^ 
vices,  as  be  bad  been  in  rendering  them.  He  swelled  and  diifcl 
under  this  neglect,  but  affected  to  despise  it  In  a  letliertokii 
patron.  Gates,  he  observes:  '*  I  have  not  been  honored  with «J 
mark  of  distinction  from  Congress.  Indeed,  shonid  I  reosifttf 
test  i  111  on  V  of  their  approbation  of  roy  conduct,  I  shall  WH  ^ 
niortifiod.  My  hearty  contempt  of  the  world  will  ahieU  ■* 
from  such  pitiful  sensations."  * 

A  proposal  was  at  length  made  in  Congress  that  a  iforf 
should  be  votod  to  him  as  the  bearer  of  snch  anspieions  iiXtf' 
upon  which  Dr.  Witherspoon,  a  shrewd  Seot,  exclaimed,  ^'Itliik 
yell  better  gic  the  lad  a  pair  of  spurs,'*'^ 

A  few  days  put  an  end  to  Wilkinson^s  sospense,  and  probdllf 
reconciled  him  to  the  world ;  he  was  breveted  a  brigadier-ge«nl 

A  fortuitous  circumstance,  which  we  shall  explain  hererfMi 
apprised   Washington   about  this  time  that  a  oorresf 
derogatory  to  his  military  character  and  conduct,  was  going  ^ 
between  General  Gonway  and  General  Gates.     It  was  a 
case  with   Lee^s  correspondence  of  the  preceding  year;  i 
Washington  conducted  himself  in  it  with  the  nme  *lig«»«fcJ  ft 
bearance,  contenting  himself  with  letting  Gonway  know,  hjll 

•  Gat«8*8  Papers,  K.  Y.  Hist.  Lib. 

t  Life  of  Lord  Stilling,  bj  W.  A.  Dimt,  p.  181. 
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bving  brief  doM,  dated  Xorcmber  9tb,  th&t  his  correspocdeacii 

"  Sii — A  letter  which  I  received  laat  night  oontained  the  fol- 
ihg  paragraph—'  In  a  letter  from  General  Conway  to  General 
ltd,  be  f*ys,  "  Henvtn  has  determined  to  save  your  eovntry, 
%  wttik  gtncral  and  bad  coimselhrs  would  have  ruined  it." ' 

"l  am,  sir,  yoar  humble  serranC, 

"  George  Washington." 

The  brevitif  of  this  note  rendered  it  the  more  aatounding, 
«u  a  hand-grenade  thrown  into  the  midst  of  the  cabal.  Tho 
M  apoa  other  meniber^  we  shall  show  hereafter:  it  seemii,  nt 
t,  to  bare  prostrated  Couway.  An  epistle  of  hia  friend  Mitliiii 
Gal<a  intimates,  that  Conwa)'  endeavored  to  palliate  to  Wu^^'j- 
pon  the  censorioDB  expreaaions  in  his  tett«r,  by  pleading  iLc 
sksi  freedom  of  language  indulged  iu  familiar  letter  writing ; 
iKher  record  of  such  explanation  remains,  and  that  probably 
I  Dot  received  aa  satisfactory.  Certain  it  is,  be  iminediatuly 
t  ia  bis  rwignatioo.  To  some  he  alleged,  as  on  excuse  for 
^Dg,  tb«  disparaging  way  in  which  he  bad  been  spoken  of  by 
Itaembers  of  Congress;  to  others  ho  observed,  that  the  cam- 
la  w*a  at  an  end,  and  there  was  a  prospect  of  a  Trench  war. 
^ni«I  reason  he  kept  to  himself,  aad  Washington  suffered  it  to 
HO  a  secret.  His  resignation,  however,  was  not  scceptod  by 
i  on  the  contrary,  he  wss  supported  by  the  cabal,  and 

kdraaced  to  further  honors,  which  ws  shall  epecity  herciifter. 

In  the  ineiui  tune,  the  cabal  went  on   to  make  invidious  com- 

between  the  ichievements    of  the  two  armies,  deeply 

.tory  to   that   nndet   Washington,     Publicly,  he    took  no 
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notice  of  them ;  but  they  drew  from  him  the  fbllowmg  apokff  \ 
for  bid  army,  in  a  noble  and  characteristie  letter  to  hb  frM^i   ' 
the  celebrated  Patrick  Henry,  then  governor  of  Virginia.  ^'Tfai 
design  of  this,"  writes  he,  "  is  only  to  inform  you,  and  with  grot 
truth  I  can  do  it,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  that  the  army  whifik  I 
have  had  uudt-r  my  immediate  command,  has  not,  at  aoj  om 
time,  since  General  Howe^s  landing  at  the  Head  of  Elk,  ta 
equal  iu  point  of  numbers  to  his.     In  ascertaining  this,  I  do  iii 
confine  myself  to  Continental   troops,  but  comprehend  militik 
The  disa£fected  and  lukewarm  in  this  State,  in  whom  unkappilf 
it  too  much  abounds,  taking  advantage  of  the  distraction  in  di 
government,  prevented  those  vigorous  exertions,  which  an  invtM 
State  ought  to  have  yielded.     •••••!  ^^s  left  to  fi|^ 
two  battles,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  save  Philadelphia,  with  kM 
numbers  than  composed  the  army  of  my  antagonist,  wliilst  thi 
world  has  given  us  at  least   double.     This   impression,  thoi[^ 
mortifying  in  some  points  of  view,  I  have  been  obliged  to  i^ 
courage ;  because,  next  to  being  strong,  it  is  best  to  be  thoo^ 
BO  by  the  enemy;    and   to   this  cause,  principally,   I  thiik  ■ 
to  be  attributed  the  slow  movements  of  General  Howe. 

*'  How  different  the  case  in  the  Northern  Department  1  Thart 
the  States  of  New  York  and  New  England,  resolving  to  oiA 
Burgoyne,  continued  pouring  in  their  troops,  till  the  snrreDdcr* 
that  army ;  at  which  time  not  less  than  fourteen  thoosand  inilM>i 
as  I  have  been  informed,  were  actually  in  General  Gates's  ci^k 
and  those  composed,  for  the  most  part,  of  the  bestyeomauyii 
the  country,  well  armed,  and  in  many  instances  mij^lied  wil 
provisions  of  their  own  carrying.  Had  the  same  spirit  perradil 
the  people  of  this  and  the  neighboring  States,  wo  mig^  Mhl 
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thii  time  have  liad  General  Howe  nearly  in  the  situation  of  Geu- 
cnlBorgoyne.        •••••• 

''Mj  own  difficulties,  in  the  course  of  the  campaign,  have 
Iwen  Dot  a  little  increased  hj  the  extra  aid  of  Continental  troops, 
vkieh  the  gloomy  prospect  of  our  affairs  in  the  North  immcdi- 
ktelj  after  the  reduction  of  Ticondcroga,  induced  me  to  spare 
from  this  army.     But  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  all  will  yet  end  well 

h  THE  CAUSE   IS   ADTaXCED,  INDIFFFRENT  IS  IT  TO  ME  WUERE  OR  IN 
VHAT  QUARTER  IT  nAPPENS." 

We  hare  put  the  last  sentence  in  capitals,  for  it  ppeaks  the 
wlwle  soul  of  Washington.  Glory  with  him  is  a  secondary  con- 
■Oration.  Let  those  who  win,  wear  the  laurel — sufficient  for 
Urn  is  the  advancement  of  the  cause. 

NOTE 

Ve  nhjoin  an  e&mest  appeal  of  Washington  to  Thomas  AVharton,  Pre- 

*fat  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  17th  of  Octoher,  urging  him   to  keep  up  the 

^oli  of  troops  demanded  of  the  State  by  Congress,  and  to  fum.sh  addi- 

tioul  aid.     ^  I  aasure  yoo,  sir,  "  writes  he,  **  i''.  is  a  matter  of  astouiiihineut 

to  LICIT  part  of  the  continent  to  hear  that  Pennsylvania,  the  mof^t  opulent  and 

nvku  of  all  the  States,  has  but  twelve  hundred  militia  in  the  field,  at  a  time 

*bea  die  enemy  are  endeavoring  to  make  themselves  completely  ma.^tors  of, 

ud  to  fix  their  quarters  in,  her  capital."    And  Major-general  Armstrong, 

•WBininding  the  Pennsylvania  militia,  writes  at  the  same  time  to  the  Council 

<f  kit  Stale : — ^"  Be  not  deceived  with  wrong  notions  of  General  Washington's 

*wbt.ii ;  be  nssnred  he  wants  your  aid.     Let  the  bravo  step  forth,  their  ex- 

■i^  win  anlmjte  the  many.     You  all  speak  well  of  our  commander-in-chief 

a  a  dwfapffur ;  don"t  yon  want  to  see  him,  and  pay  him  one  generous,  one  mar- 

U  mit,  when  kind]|y  invited  to  his  camp  near  the  end  of  a  long  campaign  ? 

fhne  yoa  will  see  for  yoorselves  the  unremitting  zeal  and  toils  of  all  the  day 

wi  faalT  the  nig^t,  multiplied  into  years,  without  seeing  housi-  or  home  of  his 

■■i  without  murmur  or  complaint ;  but  believes  and  calls  this  arduous  task 

of  his  cooxitry  and  of  his  God." 


CHAPTER    XXVI. 

ftJKlHEK  ROmUTlES  OK  IHE  DELAWARE — FOBT  MirFUW  ATTACSX 
LT  r>BFE!fDKI>—REI>UCKI>— MISSION  OF  HAMILTON  TO  OATB8 — 
CAMVi  OF  GOVERNOR  CLINTON  ANU  PUTNAM  CM  TRB  RVOSOH— 
niS  HOBBT-UOR8B — DIKFICLXTIES  Df  PROCCRIHO  RBDfrOKCB 
TRIOUnS  OF  THK  CABAL — I.ETTKR8  OF  LOVKLL  AND  MIPFLTV  1 
THE  WORKS  AT  RED  BANE  DlvSTROYEr>— TUB  ENEMY  IN  FOf 
THE   DEIJkWARE. 

The  non-arrival  of  reinforcements  from  the  Northern  i 
tinned  to  embarrass  Washington's  operations.  The  en 
making  preparations  for  further  attempts  upon  Forts  M* 
Mifflin.  General  Howe  was  constructing  redoubts  and 
on  Proyince  Island,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Delaware,  i 
hundred  yards  of  Fort  Mifflin,  and  mounting  them  w 
cannon.  Washington  consulted  with  his  general  officers 
to  be  done.  Had  the  army  received  the  expected  reinf 
from  the  North,  it  might  have  detached  sufficient  for 
west  side  of  the  Schuykill  to  dislodge  the  enemy  from 
Island ;  but  at  present  it  would  require  almost  the  wl 
army  for  the  purpose.  This  would  Icaye  the  public 
Easton,  Bethlehem  and  Allentown,  uncoycred,  as  well 
of  the  hospitals.     It  would  also  leave  the  post  at  Red 

lopported,  through  which  Fort  Mifflin  was  reinforced 
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ied.  It  was  determined,  therefore,  to  await  the  arrival  of  the 
xpected  reinforcements  from  the  North,  before  making  any 
Iteration  in  the  disposition  of  the  army.  In  the  mean  time, 
t\ie  garrisons  of  Forts  Mercer  and  Mifflin  were  increased,  and 
General  Yamom  was  stationed  at  Red  Bank  with  his  brigade,  to 
^  tt  hand  to  render  reinforcements  to  either  of  them  as  occasion 
ini^t  require. 

On  the  10th  of  November,  General  Howe  commenced  a  heavy 
fire  upon  Fort  Mifflin  from  his  batteries,  which  mounted  eighteen, 
twentj-foar,  and  thirty-two  pounders.  Colonel  Smith  doubted 
^  competency  of  his  feeble  garrison  to  defend  the  works  against 
t  force  80  terribly  effective,  and  wrote  to  Washington  accord- 
u^j.  The  latter  in  reply  represented  the  great  importance  of 
^  works,  and  trusted  they  would  be  maintained  to  the  last 
extremity.  General  Vamum  was  instructed  to  send  over  fresh 
tn)op8  occasionally  to  relieve  those  in  the  garrison,  and  to  prevail 
Qpoa  as  many  as  possible  of  the  militia  to  go  over.  The  latter 
cooU  he  employed  at  night  upon  the  works  to  repair  the  damage 
mtained  in  the  day,  and  might,  if  they  desired  it,  return  to  Ked 
Biok  in  the  morning. 

Washington's  orders  and  instructions  were  faithfully  obeyed. 
Mijor  Fleury,  a  brave  French  officer,  already  mentioned,  ac- 
quitted himself  with  intelligence  and  spirit  as  engineer ;  but  an 
inffiwint  cannonade  and  bombardment  for  several  days,  defied  all 
repairs.  The  block-houses  were  demolished,  the  palisades  beat- 
n  down,  the  guns  dismounted,  the  barracks  reduced  to  ruins. 
}aptjun  Treat,  a  young  officer  of  great  merit,  who  commauded 
be  artillery,  was  killed,  as  were  several  non-commissioned  officers 
nd  privates ;  and  a  number  were  wounded. 

The  sorriTOfSi  who   were  not  wounded,  were  exhausted  by 
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want  of  Bleep,  hard  duty,  and  constuit  exposure  to  ike  nin. 
Colonel  Smith  hiiupclf  was  disabled  by  serere  oonttttionsi  ni 
obliged  to  retire  Xp  Ked  Bank. 

The  fort  was  in  ruins ;  there  was  danger  of  its  being  tuM 
by  storm,  but  the  gallant  Fleury  thought  it  might  yet  be  ddSsnded 
with  the  aid  of  fresh  troops.  Such  were  furnished  from  y>^ 
nunrs  brigade:  Lieutenant-colonel  Kusscll,  of  the  ConneeticDt 
line,  replaced  Colonel  Smith.  He,  in  his  turn,  was  obliged  to  ' 
relinquish  the  command  through  fatigue  and  ill  health,  and  mi 
Buccocdcd  by  Major  Thayer  of  Rhode  Island,  aided  by  CaptvB 
(afterwards  commodore)  Talbot,  who  had  distinguished  himself  is  j 
the  preceding  year  by  an  attack  on  a  ship-of-war  in  the  Hadioik 
The  present  was  an  occasion  that  required  men  of  despexate 
valor. 

On  the  fourth  day  the  enemy  brought  a  large  Indiaman,  cot 
clown  to  a  floating  battery,  to  bear  upon  the  works;  but  thoogh 
it  opened  a  terrible  fire,  it  was  silenced  before  night.  The  next 
day  several  ships-of-war  got  within  gunshot.  Two  prepared  to 
attack  it  in  front;  others  brought  their  guns  to  bear  on  Fort 
Mercer;  while  two  made  their  way  into  the  narrow  chanikel 
between  Mud  Island  and  the  Pennsylvania  shore,  to  operate  with 
the  British  batteries  erected  there. 

At  a  concerted  signal  a  cannonade  was  opened  from  all  qQa^ 
t^rs.  The  heroic  little  garrison  stood  the  fire  without  flinching; 
the  danger,  however,  was  growing  imminent.  The  batteries  oo 
Province  Island  enfiladed  the  works.  The  ships  in  the  inner 
chamiel  approached  so  near  as  to  throw  hand-grenades  into  the 
fort,  while  marines  stationed  in  the  round-tops  stood  ready  to  pick 
off  any  of  the  garrison  that  came  in  sight 

The  scene  now  became  awful;  incessant  firing  firom  ahipi^ 
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brta,  gondolms  and  floaiiiig  batteries,  with  clouds  of  sulpharoos 
BBoke,  and  the  deafening  thnnder  of  cannon.  Before  night  there 
iras  hardly  a  fortification  to  defend ;  palisades  were  shiycred, 
SQtt  dismounted,  the  whole  parapet  levelled.  There  was  terrible 
ilanghter;  most  of  the  company  of  artillery  were  destroyed. 
Plenry  himself  was  wounded.  Captain  Talbot  received  a  wound 
b  the  wrist,  but  continued  bravely  fighting  until  disabled  by 
inother  wound  in  the  hip."  * 

To  hold  out  longer  was  impossible.  Colonel  Thayer  made 
prrptrations  to  evacuate  the  fort  in  the  night..  Every  thing  was 
itBwred  in  the  evening,  that  could  be  conveyed  away  without  too 
ftodi  exposure  to  the  murderous  fire  from  the  round-tops.  The 
vouded  were  taken  over  to  Bed  Bank  accompanied  by  part  of 
^  girrison.  Thayer  remained  with  forty  men  until  eleven 
o'doek,  when  they  set  fire  to  what  was  combustible  of  the  fort 
^  had  so  nobly  defended,  and  crossed  to  Bed  Bank  by  the 
^  of  its  flames. 

The  loss  of  this  fort  was  deeply  regretted  by  Washington, 
^i^ovgh  he  gave  high  praise  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  garrison. 
Colonel  Smith  was  TOted  a  sword  by  Congress,  and  Flcury  received 
the  eommission  of  lieutenant-coloneL 

Washington  still  hoped  to  keep  possession  of  Bed  Bank,  and 
thoeby  prevent  the  enemy  from  weighing  the  chevaux-de-frise 
icfive  the  frost  obliged  their  ships  to  quit  the  river.  "I  am 
Bzioasly  waiting  the  arrival  of  the  troops  from  the  northward/' 
Tites  he,  *'  who  ought,  from  the  time  they  have  had  my  orders, 
»  have  been  here  before  this.  Colonel  Hamilton,  one  of  my 
im,  b  up  the  North  Biver,  doing  all  he  can  to  push  them  for- 

*  life  flf  TtXbiOt,  by  Heoiy  T.  Tackerman,  p.  81. 


FKseDt  was  no  object,  even  if  it  could  be  taken,  and  to 
^ould  require  men  that  could  ill  be  spared  from  more  sub- 
l  purposes.  The  governor,  however,  underBtood  the  char- 
lad  humors  of  bb  old  coadjutor,  and  in  bis  downright  way, 
1  Ilamilton  to  send  an  order  in  the  most  emphatical  terms 
leral  Putntm,  to  despatch  all  the  Continental  troops  under 
» Wishington's  aaaistance,  and  to  detain  the  militia  instead 
m. 

little  of  the  goyemor's  own  bobby,  by  the  way,  showed 
in  his  eouncilB.  ''  He  thinks,"  writes  Hamilton,  "  that 
■  no  need  of  more  Continental  troops  here  than  a  few,  to 
^mr  to  the  militia  in  working  upon  the  fortifications." 
le  "emphatical"  letter  of  Hamilton  bad  the  effect  the  gor- 
intc&dfid.  It  unhorsed  the  belligerent  veteran  when  in  full 
.  The  project  against  New  York  was  again  given  up,  and 
infiircements  reluctantly  ordered  to  the  South.  "  I  am 
0  MJy"  writes  Hamilton,  "  the  disposition  for  marching  in 
sen^  and  men  in  general,  of  these  troops,  does  not  keep 
ih  mj  wishes,  or  the  exigency  of  the  occasion.  They 
briODsteljimhihed  an  idea  that  they  have  done  their  part 
of  the  campaign,  and  are  now  entitled  to  repose. 
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ward,  bnt  he  writes  me  word,  that  he  finds  maaj  lumoBom 
delays  thrown  in  his  way.  The  want  of  these  troops' has  ei 
rassed  all  my  measures  exceedingly.'* 

The  delays  in  question  will  best  be  explained  by  a  fei 
ticulars  oonceming  the  mission  of  Colonel  Hamilton.  Oi 
way  to  the  head-quarters  of  Gates,  at  Albany,  he  found  Govt 
Clinton  and  General  Putnam  encamped  on  the  opposite  sid 
the  Hudson,  just  above  the  Highlands;  the  goremor  at 
Windsor,  Putnam  at  Fishkill.  About  a  mile  from  New  ^ 
sor,  Hamilton  met  Morgan  and  his  riflemen,  early  in  the  moi 
of  the  2d  of  November,  on  the  march  for  Washington's  c 
having  been  thus  tardily  detached  by  Gates.  Hamilton  i 
him  to  hasten  on  with  all  possible  despatch,  which  he  promis 
do.  The  colonel  had*  expected  to  find  matters  in  such  a  I 
that  he  would  have  little  to  do  but  hurry  on  ample  reinforces 
already  on  the  march ;  whereas,  be  found  that  a  large  part  ( 
Northern  army  was  to  remain  in  and  about  Albany,  about 
thousand  men  to  be  spared  to  the  commander-in-chief;  thi 
were  to  be  stationed  on  the  east  side  of  the  Hudson  with  Put 
who  had  held  a  council  of  war  how  to  dispose  of  them.  Th 
general,  in  fact,  had  for  some  time  past  been  haunted  by  a  pi 
of  an  attack  upon  New  York,  in  which  he  had  twice 
thwarted,  and  for  which  the  time  seemed  propitious,  now 
most  of  the  British  troops  were  reported  to  have  gone  from 
York  to  reinforce  General  Howe.  Hamilton  rather  disoonc 
his  project  by  directing  him,  in  Washington's  name,  to  horr 
ward  two  Continental  brigades  to  the  latter,  together 
Warner's  militia  brigade ;  also,  to  order  to  Red  Bank  a  bo* 
Jersey  militia  about  to  cross  to  PeekskilL 

Having  given  these  directions,  Hamilton  haataied  i 


H18EI0N    OF    n 


280 


J.    Be  found  ellll  lew  diapositioD  oa  the  p^rt  of  Gatea  to 
1  tlio  troops  required.     There  was  no  certainty,  be  e&id, 
It  Sir  Henry  Clinton  had  gone  to  join  General  Hone.     There 
I  posaibilitf  of  lits  returning  up  the  river,  which  would 

r«e  the  arMnal  at  Albany  to  destruction,  should  thul  city  be 
bare  of  troops.  The  New  England  Statea,  too,  would  be  left 
D  to  the  ravages  and  depredations  of  the  enemy ;  beside,  it 
d  put  it  out  of  his  power  to  attempt  any  tbing  against  Ticon- 
^.  an  undertaking  of  great  importance,  in  wbicb  he  might 
ge  in  the  winter.  Id  a  word,  Gates  had  schemes  of  his  own, 
vbich  those  of  the  oonimaDder-in-cbief  must  give  way. 
Hsmillon  felt,  bo  says,  bow  embarrassing  a  task  it  was  for 
u  young  as  himself  to  oppose  the  opinions  and  plans  of  a. 
ran,  whn«c  successes  hod  elevated  bun  to  the  highest  inipor- 
t;  tbnngfa  be  eonsidered  bis  reasonings  nnnubstantial,  and 
ily  calculated  to  "catch  the  Eastern  people."  It  was  with 
pvUCBl  difficulty  he  prevailed  on  Gates  lo  dctacb  tbe  brigades 
r  and  Pnttereon  to  tbe  aid  of  the  commander-in-chief; 
\  finding  reinforcementa  fall  thus  Bhort  from  this  quarter,  bo 
1  Putnam  to  forward  an  addittoonl  thousand  of  Continen- 
buepi  from  his  camp.  "  I  doubt,"  writes  be  snbsequently  to 
lington,  '*  whether  you  would  have  had  a  man  from  the 
1  &rmy,  if  tbe  whole  could  have  been  kept  at  Albany 
luijr  decency." 

BaviDg  concluded  hia  mission  to  General  Gates,  Hamilton 
i  lo  tbe  eamp  of  Governor  Clinton.  Tbe  worthy  gover- 
tned  the  general  officer  best  disposed  in  this  quarter  to 
;  tbe  public  weal,  independent  of  persooal  considerations. 
recently  expresesd  bis  opiniou  to  General  Gates,  that  the 
J  oiidcr  Waahington  ongbt  at  present  to  be  the  chief  object 
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of  attention,  "  for  on  its  saccess  every  thing  worth  regardiiq 
dcponded." 

TIio  only  need  of  troops  in  this  quarter  at  present,  wia  to 
protect  the  country  from  little  plundering  parties,  and  to  einy 
on  tlic  works  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  river.  The  Ittter 
was  the  governor's  main  thought.  He  was  eager  to  reconstreet 
the  fortresses  out  of  which  ho  had  been  so  forcibly  ejected;  or 
rather  to  construct  new  ones  in  a  better  place,  about  West  Pobt, 
where  obstructions  were  again  to  be  extended  across  the  riTer.* 

Putnam,  on  the  contrary,  wished  to  keep  as  much  force  M 
possible  under  liis  control.  The  old  general  was  once  mort 
a.stride  of  what  Hamilton  termed  his  "  hobby-horse,"  an  expedh 
tion  against  New  York.  He  had  neglected  to  forward  thetn)0|« 
which  had  been  ordered  to  the  South  :  not  the  least  attention  Lad 
1)0071  paid  by  him  to  Hamilton's  order  from  Albany,  in  WaMii:)^ 
ton's  name,  for  the  detachment  of  an  additional  thousand  « 
troops.     Some,  which  had  come  down  from  Albany,  had  beet 

marched  by  him  to  Tarrytown  :  he  himself  had  reconnoitred  the 
country  almost  down  to  King's  Bridge,  and  was  now  adraDcedte 
the  neighborhood  of  White  Plains.  "  Every  thing,"  wriW 
Hamilton,  "  is  sacrificed  to  the  whim  of  taking  New  York."  The 
young  colonel  was  perplexed  how  to  proceed  with  the  braTe* 
hearted,  but  somewhat  wrong-headed  old  general ;  who  was  in  tf 
bellicose  a  mood,  now  that  he  was  mounted  on  his  hobby,  as  whei 

*  GoTcmor  Clinton  and  myiclf  have  been  down  to  view  the  forts,  vA  tf* 
both  of  opinion  that  a  boom,  thrown  acrosa  at  Fort  Constitution,  and  t  M- 
tery  on  each  aide  of  the  river,  would  answer  a  much  better  purpoae  thia  1^ 
Fort  Montgomery,  as  the  garrison  would*  be  reinforced  by  militia  with  OMM 
expedition,  and  the  ground  much  more  definable  (defendablo  fji^PafiniB  H 
Washington,  7th  Nov.  1777.*.£|^mii^  Cor.  of  dk  Jit9,  iL  90, 
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'  BoatOD  he  mounted  the  priw  mortar  "  CoDgress." 
■  gunpowder. 

in  Ills  perplexity.  CiTDSTiIted  Governor  CUnlnn. 
TOttd  with  him  that  on  altetnpt  against  New  York 
;re  "  saieidal  pftrmle,"  wasting  time  and  men.  The 
t  ma  BO  olijcct,  even  if  it  eonld  bo  taken,  and  to 
rcqnira  men  that  could  ill  be  spared  from  more  f  ub- 
Ms.  The  governor,  however,  understood  the  char- 
lore  of  his  old  coadjutor,  and  in  his  downright  way, 
Iton  to  send  an  order  in  the  most  cnipliatical  terms 
ttsam,  to  despatch  all  the  Continental  troops  under 
iglon^s  UBiBtanoe,  and  to  dehiia  the  militia  instead 


>f  the  gfrremor'a  own  hobby,  by  the  way,  showed 

councils.  "He  thinks,"  writes  Hamilton,  "that 
«d  of  more  Contincutal  troops  here  than  a  few,  to 

the  militia  in  working  npnn  the  fortlQcatioas." 
ibattcaU"  letter  of  lltiTiiilion  had  ibe  effect  the  gof- 
].     It  unhorsed  the  lielligcrcnt  veteran  when  in  full 
project  against  New  York  was  again  given  up,  and 
oentA  reluctantly  onlcred  to  the  South.     "  I  am 

wrilcB  Ilamiltou,  '*  the  dispoBition  for  luarehing  in 
id  men  in  general,  of  the^  troops,  doed  not  keep 
f  wibbes,  Of  the  exigency  of  the  occasion.  Thoy 
Mdy  imbibed  an  idea  ibat  they  have  done  their  part 
■  of  tbe  campaign,  and  are  now  entitled  to  repose.    . 

want  of  pay,  make  them  adverse  to  a  lung  march 
wd  feason." 

Clinton  borrowed  sis  thousand  dollars  fur  Hamilton, 
I  to  put  some  of  the  troopa  in  motion ;  indeed,  writes 
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the  ooIoimI,  fcc  hon  bron  the  onl^  man  wbo  Imu  done  n>;  tUif  M 
romovetheae  <li(E..'iiliifi.     Humilton  &(ltij9(.-d  llial  Uie  mtmma 
the  poat  iboulil  W  ^iwa  tu  the  goTcrnor,  if  fae   wooUm 
of  it,  and  Piilnnm  KhmiM  hi-  rnr&Ued;    "vboM  blmdcn 
etprioM,"  niil  ho,  -  am  cndlriu." 

Wuhingt'iti.  liDvrcTcr,  knew  ton  well  tfa«  iotmtv  wnrib 
•terlii^  ptttriotiim  of  the  old  jc^^iieral,  to  adopt  s  im  wii 
miglit  de«plj  niciriify  liim.  Tliti  I'tilcrpriM,  too,  on  vUtk 
Tet«rma  h»d  been  b«Dt,  w&s  one  wliich  be  hinuclf  bad 
«rf  when  ■ag;;i-i:l<M]  undrr  ollirr  cimimstJinofa.  H« 
himBelf,  tberefnn-,  with  fpving  him  n  mprimBDil  hi  tba  c 
letter,  for  hia  proH'Dt  dilalorincn  in  olmjriiig  tbn  orden  oflil 
commaDder-in-chii'f.  "  1  rarniot  but  *ay,"  wrilc»  lie,  ■'  iher*  ta 
been  more  delay  in  tho  mnri:li  of  tlie  troop*  than  t  think 
nry;  aod  I  tonlJ  wish,  that  id  futuni  my  ordera  may  be 
diateljrcompEird  with,  without  nr^iing  upon  tho  prnpnetj  rf 
them.  If  aiky  aci^Lilcnt  oiifiucn  from  obeying  ibetn,  th«  &d1i  «fl 
be  upon  me,  oot  upon  you.'' 

Washington  fouud  it  more  nccetsnrj  than  asoal,  at  life 
moment,  to  assert  his  mipcrior  command,  from  the  attcmpta  riud 
were  being  made  to  weaken  his  stand  !n  tlio  public  esttmaltm 
8tiU  ho  was  Dot  aware  of  the  extent  of  the  intrigues  that  win 
in  progTCM  aToiind  him,  in  which  nc  believe  hones 
no  share.  Tliere  was  evidently  a  Himilur  game  going  on  «i(k' 
that  which  had  displaced  the  worthy  Schuyler.  The 
of  fiurgOTiM,  though  mainly  thi-  result  of  Washiogtoo^ 
pUua,  had  suddenly  trumped  up  Gates  into  a  qoau  unH  i 
letter  written  ti>  Gatc^  oi  the  tiino.  und  otill  exlitiug  amoi 
papers,  Uys  open  the  ^it  of  the  cabaL  *"  'i  -nilliiii  wlfg 
bnt  in  the  handwiiUng  of  James  Lovdl,  Bemfcar  tf  6b 
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*from  Hanaobnsetts ;  the  same  who  had  supported  Gates  in  opposi- 
tion to  Schuyler.  The  following  are  extracts :  "  You  have 
■ayed  our  Northern  Hemisphere;  and  in  spite  of  consummate 
and  repeated  blundering,  you  have  changed  the  condition  of  the 
Southern  campaign,  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  from  offensive  to 
defensive.  •  •  *  The  campaign  here  must  soon  close;  if 
our  troops  are  obliged  to  retire  to  Lancaster,  Reading,  Bethlehem, 
Slc,  for  winter-quarters,  and  the  country  below  is  laid  open  to  the 
enemy's  flying  parties,  great  and  very  general  will  be  the  murmur 
—so  great,  so  general,  that  nothing  inferior  to  a  commander-in- 
chief  will  be  able  to  resist  the  mighty  torrent  of  public  clamor 
and  public  vengeance. 

"We  have  had  a  noble  army  melted  down  by  ill-judged 
marches — ^marches  that  disgrace  the  authors  and  directors,  aud 
which  have  occasioned  the  severest  and  most  just  sarcasm  aiid 
contempt  of  our  enemies. 

"  How  much  are  you  to  be  envied,  my  dear  general  I  How 
different  your  conduct  and  your  fortune  I 

"  A  letter  from  Colonel  Mifflin,  received  at  the  writing  of  the 
last  paragraph,  gives  me  the  disagreeable  intelligence  of  the  loss 
of  our  fort  on  the  Delaware.  You  must  know  the  consequences 
^-loss  of  the  river  boats,  galleys,  ships-of-war,  &c. ;  good  winter- 
quarters  to  the  enemy,  and  a  general  retreat,  or  ill-judged,  blind 
attempt  on  our  part  to  save  a  gone  character. 

"  Conway,  Spotswood,  Conner,  Ross,  and  Mifflin  resigned,  and 
many  other  brave  and  good  officers  are  preparing  their  letters  to 
Congress  on  the  same  subject.  In  short,  this  army  will  be  totally 
lost,  unless  you  come  down  and  collect  the  virtuous  band  who 
wish  to  fi^t  under  your  banner,  and  with  their  aid  save  the  South- 
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era  HflmliiAam.     Prapara  jmirMir  tor  u  Junt  ta  tU> ' 

Congran  miut  Knil  for  jou."  * 

Under  mu^  baleful  mperTUinn,  of  wbiek,  as  ve  ham  nbKmi 
be  wu  partly  can «ciouii,  but  Dot  to  it»fuU  extent,  Wwhuifinaw 
cbliged  to  oat-ry  on  a  losing  game,  in  which  tlie  very 
Menwd  to  Mnspire  agunst  hhn. 

la  the  nMan  time,  Sir  WiUiain  H»ire  was  fnllowtng «pte 
rv-dnctiOD  of  Port  Mifflin  by  an  eipeditira  against  Fort 
which  atill  impeded  the  oatigation  of  tb«  Debvare.  On  Ibf  1T& 
of  Norenber,  Lord  Cornwallia  wan  detaebed  wttb  two 
luen  to  CTOH  from  Chester  into  tbe  Jeraejs,  where  he  wntf  It 
joined  by  a  fetvc  adranoing  intm  New  York. 

Apprised  i>r  this  movement,  Washington  debadted  fluwJ' 
Huntington,  itiih  a  brigade,  to  join  Vamnm  at  Red  Bank. 
cral  Orecne  wrix  also  ordered  to  repair  thither  with  hia  di 
and  an  czpreaa  was  sent  off  to  Gctierol  Glorer,  who  «aa  aa  !■ 
way  through  the  Jerseys  with  his  brigade,  direeting  bimlatti 
off  to  the  left  towards  the  same  poiut.  The«e  troops,  «ilb 
militia  as  ooulil  be  ootlected,  Washington  boped  woatd  ba 
ceint  to  save  the  fort.  Before  they  eonid  form  a 
bowerer,  and  reach  their  destination,  ComwaUis 
iL  A  deCenou  against  such  eupcrior  foree  was  bopeleaa.  Hi' 
works  were  abuodooed;  they  were  taken  posoesaion  itf  bylla' 
enemy,  wbo  pn^cccdod  to  destroy  them.  After  the 
had  been  aecomplisbed,  the  reinforcorac:nts  from  tb« 
long  and  m  anxiously  eipect«d,  and  so  ahamefnlly 
their  appearance.  ■'  Had  they  arrived  but  bm 
writes  Washington  to  hia  brother,  "  it  wonld,  I  tUnl^ 

•  Ostw*!  Papm,  N.  T.  Hist  Sm.  Uk 
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it  in  mj  power  to  save  Fort  Mifflin,  which  defended  the  chevaux- 
de-frise,  and  consequently  have  rendered  Philadelphia  a  very 
ineligihle  situation  for  the  enemy  this  winter.'' 

The  troops  arrived  in  ragged  plight,  owing  to  the  derangement 
€f  the  commissariat.  A  part  of  Morgan's  rifle  corps  was  abso- 
lutely unable  to  take  the  field  for  want  of  shoes,  and  such  was 
the  prevalent  want  in  this  particular,  that  ten  dollars  reward  was 
offered  in  general  orders  for  a  model  of  the  best  substitute  for 
dioes  that  could  be  made  out  of  raw  hides. 

The  evil  which  Washington  had  so  anxiously  striven  to  prevent 
had  now  been  effected.  The  American  vessels  stationed  in  the 
river  had  lost  all  protection.  Some  of  the  galleys  escaped  past 
the  batteries  of  Philadelphia  in  a  fog,  and  took  refuge  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  Delaware ;  the  rest  were  set  on  fire  by  their 
<n>cws  and  abandoned. 

The  enemy  were  now  in  possession  of  the  river,  but  it  was 
too  late  in  the  season  to  clear  away  the  obstructions,  and  open  a 
passage  for  the  large  ships.  All  that  could  be  effected  at  present, 
was  to  open  a  sufficient  channel  for  transports  and  vessels  of  easy 
burden,  to  bring  provisions  and  supplies  for  the  army. 

Washington  advised  the  navy  board,  now  that  the  enemy  had 
the  command  of  the  river,  to  have  all  the  American  frigates 
scuttled  and  sunk  immediately.  The  board  objected  to  sinking 
them,  but  said  they  should  be  ballasted  and  plugged,  ready  to  be 
sunk  in  case  of  attack.  Washington  warned  them  that  an  attack 
would  be  sudden,  so  as  to  get  possession  of  them  before  they  could 
be  sunk  or  destroyed ; — ^his  advice  and  warning  were  unheeded ; 
the  consequence  will  hereafter  be  shown. 


CHAPTER    XXVir, 

QVBSnOX  OP  AH  ATTACK  OV  PHILADF.LPIIIA— OKSTCEAL  RKKD  AT  HSAD-qVA*' 
TKBfl — EXXMY**  WOHKt  RFCONXOITRRD— OPI!<IOX8  IN  A  OOUSCCIL  OT  WAV^ 
EXPLOIT  or  LAFAmTK — RSCKIVBa  OOMMA2CD  OP  A  DITISION — HOMnC*- 
TIO^C  OP  THK  BOARD  OP  WAR— GATES  TO  PRESIDE — LETTSR  OP  LOnLLr" 
SALLY  PORTII  OP  GBXKRAL  HOWE — EVOLCTIOXS  AND  8KIRXUHES — COXWAt 
IlfSPECTOR-aBXERALr— <X>1ISULTAT10!C  ABOOT  WIIfTER-QCARTEBS— MBAS'' 
MARCH  TO  VALLEY  POROE — HUTTUIO — WASHlllcnOJI*8  VlXDICATORT  L*^ 
TEES — RETROSPECT  OP  THE   YEAR.  * 

On  the  eFcning  of  the  24th  of  November  Washington  rcoonne^"' 
tred,  carefully  and   thoughtfully,  the  lines  and   defences  aboi^^ 
Philadelphia,  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  Schuylkill     His  irm^ 
was  now  considerably  reinforced ;  the  garrison  was  weakened  b^ 
the  absence  of  a  large  body  of  troops  under  Lord  Cornwallis  in  ib^ 
Jerseys.    Some  of  the  general  officers  thought  this  an  advantageoni 
moment  for  an  attack  upen  the  city.     Such  was  the  opinion  of 
Lord  Stirling ;  and  especially  of  General  Wayne,  Mad  Anthony, 
as  ho  was  familiarly  called,  always  eager  for  some  daring  enter- 
prise.    The  recent  victory  at  Saratoga  had  danled  the  pablio 
mind,  and  produced  a  general  impatience  for  something  equally 
striking  and  effective  in  this  quarter.     Reed,  Washington's  former 
secretary,  now  a  brigadier-general,  shared  largely  in  this  feeling. 
He  had  written  a  letter  to  Gates,  congratulating  him  on 
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'^  reduced  his  proad  and  iDsolcnt  enemy  to  the  necessity  of  biying 
his  mrms  at  his  feet ; "  assuring  him  that  it  would  '^  enroll  his 
name  with  the  happy  few  who  shine  in  history,  not  as  conquerors, 
but  as  distinguished  generals.  I  have  for  some  time,"  adds  he, 
*'  volonteered  with  ihb  army,  which,  notwithstanding;  the  labors 
uid  efforts  of  its  amiable  chief,  has  yet  gathered  no  laurels."  * 

Beed  was  actually  at  head-quarters  as  a  volunteer,  again  en- 
j<>yitig  much  of  Washington's  confidence,  and  anxious  that  he 
ibould  do  someUiing  to  meet  the  public  wishes.  Washington  was 
■vmre  of  this  prevalent  feeling,  and  that  it  was  much  wrought  on 
^J  the  intrigues  of  designing  men,  and  by  the  sarcasms  of  the 
pf^easL  He  was  now  reconnnoitring  the  enemy's  works  to  judge 
of  tbe  policy  of  the  proposed  attack.  "  A  yigorous  exertion  is 
mder  oonsideralton,"  writes  Reed ;  ''  Qod  grant  it  may  be  suc- 
cessful !"t 

Every  thing  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  enemy's  lines  ho^ 
trmees  of  the  desolating  hand  of  war.     Several  houses,  owned 
frobably  by  noted  patriots,  had  been  demolished ;  others  burnt. 
Villas  stood  roofless ;  their  doors  and  windows,  and  all  the  wood- 
work, had  been  carried  off  to  make  huts  for  the  soldiery.     Nothing 
but  bare  walls  remained.     Gardens  had  been  trampled  down  and 
teroyed ;  not  a  fisneo  nor  fruit-tree  was  to  be  seen.     The  gather-^ 
ng  gbom  of  a  November  evening  lieightened  the  sadness  of  this 
tebUon. 

mth  an  anxious  eye  Washington  scrutinized  the  enemy's 
^^Am,  They  appeared  to  be  exceeding  strong.  A  chain  of  re- 
'oibu  extended  along  the  most  commanding  ground  from  the 
UnjUdll  to  the  Delaware.     They  were  framed,  planked,  and  of 

*  Baed  to  Gmtn.    Gate's  Papen.        f  Beed  to  President  Wharton. 
VOL.  UL — 13* 
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great  thickness,  and  were  sarronnded  by  a  deep  diteh,  eadose^ 
andfraiaed.  The  intervals  were  filled  with  an  alNiliB,iii  eoor 
atracting  which  all  the  apple  trees  of  the  nei^borhood,  hmA^ 
forest  trees,  had  been  sacrificed.* 

The  idea  of  Lord  Stirling  and  thoee  in  faTor  of  an  attMik« 
was,  that  it  should  bo  at  different  points  at  daylight ;  the  niin 
body  to  attack  the  lines  to  the  north  of  the  city,  while  OreenOy 
embarking  his  men  in  boats  at  Dunk^s  Ferry,  and  passing  dorVA 
the  Delaware,  and  Potter,  with  a  body  of  Continentals  sftd 
militia,  moving  down  the  west  side  of  the  Schaylkill,  shooLd 
attack  the  eastern  and  western  fronts. 

Washington  saw  that  there  was  an  opportunity  for  a  biilliaia^ 
blow,  that  might  satisfy  the  impatience  of  the  public,  and  silenrO 

■ 

the  sarcasms  of  the  press ;  but  he  saw  that  it  must  be  struck  a^ 
the  expense  of  a  fearful  loss  of  life. 

Returning  to  camp,  ho  held  a  council  of  war  of  his  principa*!- 
officers,  in  which  the  matter  was  debated  at  great  length  and  witt^- 
some  warmth ;  but  without  coming  to  a  decision.     At  breaking' 
up,  Washington  requested  that  each  member  of  the  council  woatf- 
give  his  opinion  the  next  morning  in  writing,  and  he  wai  off  a 
messenger  in  the  night  for  the  written  opinion  of  General  Greene. 

Only  four  members  of  the  council,  Stirling,  Wayne,  Scott 
and  Woodford,  were  in  favor  of  an  attack ;  of  which  Lord  Stir- 
ling drew  up  the  plan.  Eleven  (including  Greene)  were  against 
it,  objecting,  among  other  things,  that  the  enemy's  lines  were  too 
strong  and  too  well  supported,  and  their  force  too  numerous,  well 
disciplined  and  experienced,  to  be  assailed  without  great  loss  and 
the  hazard  of  a  failure. 

•  Life  and  Cor.  of  Reed,  tqL  L  p.  84L 
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Had  Washington  been  actuated  by  mere  personal  ambition 
azicl  a  passion  for  military  fame,  or  had  he  yielded  to  the  goadings 
o£  fution  and  the  press,  he  might  have  disregarded  the  loss  and 
kmKarded  the  failure;  but  his  patriotism  was  superior  to  his 
tmlition ;  he  shrank  from  a  glory  that  must  be  achieved  at  such 
i  <»c3st,  and  the  idea  of  an  attack  was  abandoned. 

General  Becd,  in  a  letter  to  Thomas  Wharton,  president  of 
PexmsylTania,  endeavors  to  prevent  the  cavilling  of  that  function- 
try  and  his  co-legislators ;  who,  though  they  had  rendered  very 
ilexider  assistance  in  the  campaign,  were  extremely  urgent  for 
M^ixie  striking  achievement  *^  From  my  own  feelings,"  writes  lie, 
**  X  can  eoaily  judge  of  yours  and  the  gentlemen  round,  at  the 
■^^ming  inactivity  of  this  army  for  so  long  a  tigie.  I  know  it  is 
peonliarly  irksome  to  the  general,  whose  own  judgment  led  to 
itiore  rigorous  measures;  but  there  has  been  so  great  a  majority 
^  Ills  officers  opposed  to  every  enterprising  plan,  as  fully  justifies 
his  conduct."  At  the  same  time  Reed  confesses  that  he  himself 
incurs  with  the  great  majority,  who  deemed  an  attack  upon 
Philadelphia  too  hasardous. 

A  letter  from  Grencral  Greene  received  about  this  time,  gave 

^^shiagton  some  gratifying  intelligence  about  his  youthful  friend, 

i^e  Marquis  do  Lafayette.     Though  not  quite  recovered  from  the 

vound  received  at  the  battle  of  Brandywine,  he  had  accompanied 

General  Oroene  as  a  volunteer  in  his  expedition  into  the  Jerseys, 

*^  had  been  indulged  by  him  with  an  opportunity  of  gratifying 

«s  belligerent  hnmor,  in  a  brush  with  Cornwallis's  outposts. 

**The  marquis,^'  writes  Greene,  ^'  with  about  four  hundred  militia 

ttd  the  rifle  corps,  attacked  the  enemy^s  picket  last  evening, 

Uled  about  twenty,  wounded  many  more,  and  took  about  twenty 

priioiiera.     The  marquis  is  charmed  with  the  spirited  behavior 
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of  the  militia  and  rifle  corps;  they  drove  the  enemy  ahorelnlf  * 
mile,  and  kept  the  ground  until  dark.  The  enemy's  pieket  eoo- 
sisted  of  about  three  hundred,  and  were  reinforced  doring  the 
Bkirmish.     The  marquis  u  determined  to  be  in  the  mj  of 

danger."  • 

Lafayette  himself,  at  the  request  of  Greene,  wrote  an  aninitid 
yet  modest  account  of  the  affair  to  Washington.  "I  wiih," 
observes  he,  ^'  that  this  little  success  of  ours  may  please  jot; 
though  a  very  trifling  one,  I  find  it  very  interesting  on  aceoont  of 
the  behavior  of  our  soldiers.'^  f 

Washington  had  repeatedly  written  to  Congress  in  &TQr  of 
giving  the  marquis  a  command  equal  to  his  nominal  rank,  in  ood- 
sidcration  of  his  illustrious  and  important  connections,  the  attach- 
ment he  manifested  to  the  cause,  and  the  discretion  and  good 
sense  he  had  displayed  on  various  occasions.  "  I  am  convinced,'* 
said  he,  ^'  he  possesses  a  large  share  of  that  military  ardor  whidl 
generally  characterizes  the  nobility  of  his  country." 

Washington  availed  himself  of  the  present  occasion  to  Bap* 
port  his  former  recommendations,  by  transmitting  to  Congress  sn 
account  of  Lafayette^s  youthful  exploit.  He  received,  in  return, 
an  intimation  from  that  body,  that  it  was  their  pleasure  he  should 
appoint  the  marquis  to  the  command  of  a  division  in  the  Conti- 
neutal  army.  The  division  of  General  Stephen  at  this  time  was 
vacant ;  that  veteran  ofliccr,  who  had  formerly  won  honor  for 
himself  in  the  French  war,  having  been  dismissed  for  misconduct 
at  the  battle  of  Gcrmantown,  the  result  of  intemperate  habits, 
into  which  he  unfortunately  had  fallen.  Lafayette  was  forthwith 
appointed  to  the  command  of  that  division. 

*  Waflhington's  Writingt.     Sparks,  voL  v.  p.  17L 
f  Memdn  of  Lafayette,  voL  i.  p.  122. 
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At  this  jnnetiire  (November  27th),  a  modification  took  place 
i&  the  Board  of  War,  indicative  of  the  inflnence  which   was 
operating  in  Congress.     It  was  increased  from  three  to  five  mem- 
hera :  General  HifiUn,  Joseph  Tmmball,  Richard  Peters,  Colo-^ 
nel  Pickering,  and  last,  tiiough  certainly  not  least,  General  Gates.' 
Mifflin's  resignation  of  the  commission  of  quartermaster-general 
Iktd  recently  been  accepted  ;  but  that  of  major-general  was  con- 
tinoed  to  bim,  though  without  pay.     General  Gates  was  ap- 
pointed preudent  of  the  board,  and  the  President  of  Congress 
was  instructed  to  express  to  him,  in  communicating  the  intelli- 
gcoee,  the  high  sense  which  that  body  entertained  of  his  abilities, 
^i  peculiar  fitness  to  discharge  the  duties  of  that  important 
offiee,  upon   the  right  execution  of  which  the  success  of  the 
^nieriein  cause  so  eminently  depended ;  and  to  inform  him  it 
*tt  their  intention  to  continue  his  rank  as  major-general,  and 
tbt  be  might  officiate  at  the  board  or  in  the  field,  as  occasion 
*%bt  require;  furthermore,  that  he  should  repair  to  Congress 
with  all  convenient  despatch,  to  enter  upon  the  duties  of  his 
appointment.     It  was  evidently  the  idea  of  the  cabal  that  Gates 
*»  henceforth  to  be  the  master  spirit  of  the  war.     Hb  friend 
^^'^  chairman  of  the  committee  of  foreign  relations,  writes  to 
"^  on  the  same  day  to  urge  him  on.     "  We  want  you  at  dificr- 
^^  pltoes;  but  we  want  you  most  near  Germantown.     Good 
^!  What  a  situation  we  are  in;   how  different  from  what 
''^isht  have  been  justly  expected !     You  will  be  astonished  when 
7^  know  aociirately  what  numbers  have  at  one  time  and  another 
W  collected  near  Philadelphia,  to  wear  out  stockings,  shoes 
^  breeches.     Depend  upon  it,  for  every  ten  soldiers  placed 
*Bder  the  command  of  our  Fabius,  five  recruits  will  be  wanted 

'lunully  daring  the  war.     The  brave  fellows  at  Fort  Mifliin  nsid 
J3» 


302 


LIFE  or  WA8HINQIOH. 


Red  Bank  haTe  despaired  of  sneoor,  and  been  dUiged  ti 
The  naval  departments  have  fallen  into  eircamstaiieet  of  i 
disgrace.     Come  to  the  Board  of  War,  if  only  for  a  short  i 
*    *    *    *    If  it  was  not  for  the  defeat  of  Bnigojfne,  silt 
strong  appearances  of  a  Eoropean  war,  our  aJBGurs  are  Fi 
into  a  very  disagreeable  posture.*^  * 

While  busy  faction  was  thus  at  work,  botik  in  and  oA 
Congress,  to  undermine  the  fkme  and  antkoritj  of  Wi 
General  Howe,  according  to  his  own  threat,  was  picpinf  H 
*'  drive  him  beyond  the  mountains.^* 

On  the  4th  of  December,  Captain  Allen  HcLane,aq 
officer  already  mentioned,  of  the  Maryland  line,  bron^t  worf^ 
head-quarters,  tliat  an  attack  was  to  be  made  that  very  m^i 
the  camp  at  White  Marsh.  Washington  made  his  dispositiMl 
receive  the  meditated  assault,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  it 
McLane  with  one  hundred  men  to  reconnoitre.  The  latter 
the  van  of  the  enemy  about  eleven  o^clt>ck  at  night,  on  the' 
liiantown  Road ;  attacked  it  at  the  Three  Mile  Run,  forced  ikilj 
cliauge  its  line  of  march,  and  hovered  about  and  impeU 
tliroiighout  the  night  About  three  o'clock  in  the  momiiig  At] 
alarm-gun  announced  the  approach  of  the  enemy.'  They  tj^tti*] 
at  daybreak,  and  encamped  on  Chestnut  Hill,  within  three 
of  Washington's  right  wing.  Brigadier-general  James  Irfi^i 
with  six  hundred  of  the  Pennsylvania  militia,  was  sentoiitt 
skirmish  with  their  light  advanced  parties.  He  eneoaBteni 
them  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  but  after  a  short  conflict,  in  wUA 
several  were  killed  and  wounded,  his  troops  gave  way  and  M* 


•  G'dtvii  Papers,  X.  Y.  Hist.  Soc  Lih. 
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jiinrctioDS,  leaTiog  him  and  four  or  five  of  liia  men  wouodtii 

c  field,  who  wern  taken  prUoners. 
(■«acnU  Howe  passed  llio  day  in  reconnoitring,  and  ol  night 
'liAiignl  bis  ground,  and  moved  to  a  hill  on  the  lei^,  and  vritLin 
■*  mile  of  tl)C  American  line.  It  wns  his  wiaU  to  have  a  generul 
ar-tiuti  ^  l>ut  to  have  it  on  advantageous  terms.  He  hod  scruli- 
niicd  WasliIogtoD'a  position  and  pronounced  it  iDaccensible.  For 
(tme  days  he  mantDavrcd  to  drav  him  from  it,  shifting  his 
o«n  position  occuionally,  but  still  keeping  on  advantogeoua 
ground.  Washington  was  not  to  be  decoded.  He  knew  the  rost 
idfuilagrs  which  superior  science,  discipline  and  cxperii^nue, 
g"'e  llio  enemy  in  open  field  fight,  and  remained  within  hLt  lines. 
All  his  hcst  oScera  approved  of  his  policy.  Several  sharp 
fkinuitbcB  occurred  at  Edge  Hill  and  elsewhere,  in  which  Mnr- 
pn'a  rillcmeti  and  the  itlaryland  militia  were  cnuccrned.  Thero 
*u  logs  on  both  sides,  but  the  Americans  ^re  way  before  a 
P*M  superiority  of  numbers. 

Id  one  of  these  Ekimiiidies  General  Reed  had  a  narrow  escape. 
3"  w»  reconnoitring  the  enemy  at  Washington's  re<iu«st,  when 
'»  Wlin  with  BOmo  of  tho  Pennsylvania  militia  who  Imd  boen 
"Altered,  sud  endeavored  to  rally  and  lead  the:))  forward.  His 
""nn  was  shot  through  the  head,  and  came  with  him  to  tha 
^'^ninil ;  the  enemy's  Bankers  wero  running  to  bayonet  him,  as  ho 
**■  recovoriog  from  his  fall,  when  Captain  Allen  McLaue  cume 
"u  in  lime  with  his  men  to  drive  thoni  off  and  rescue  him.  Ua 
*«  muveyed  from  the  field  by  a  light -horseman.* 

Oq  the  7th  there  was  every  appearance  that  Howe  mcditotcd 
>a  attack  on  lie  left  wing.     Waaliiugtou'a  heart  now  beat  high. 


■  Ufc  and  Cot,  of  Kce4,  «iiL  L  p.  ML 
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and  h«  prepared  for  ■  warm  and  denaiv*  aotioa.    Xai'lfafr^l 
of  the  day  be  rode  throngh  e*«7  brigado,  ffr'mg  dirMtlou  i 
the  attack  waa  to  be  met,  and  esborting  kia  trm^  to  dcftrad 
mainl;  <hi  the  bajonet     Hia  mta  were  insprited  by  hU  worit, 
but  itill  mora  by  kia  looka,  ao  ealm  and  determioedi  (at  tl«^ 
soldier  regards  tbe  demeanor  more  tkan  the  worda  of  bs  jMH^fl 
in  tke  konr  of  peril  tM 

The  day  wore  away  with  nothing  bnt  iftirmiAeB,  tn  vlUin 
Hor^n'a  riflemen,  and  the  Maryland  miHtia  under  Colond  Oii^ 
tendered  good  service.  An  attack  was  expected  in  tke  ni^t  or^  ^ 
early  in  the  morning;  bat  no  attack  took  place.  The  apidljl 
manifested  by  the  Americana  in  their  recent  conleata,  bad  f»  % 
dcrcd  the  British  oommandera  cantiona. 

The  next  day,  in  the  afternoon,  the  ommy  won  agiii  it 
motion ;  but  instead  of  adrancing,  filed  off  to  the  left,  haltij, 
and  lit  np  a  long  atriiig  of  fires  on  the  keighta;  beluitd  vUak 
they  retreated,  silently  and  precipitately,  in  the  ni^fc  By  da 
time  Washington  received  intelligenoe  of  tbeir  moTenaant,  tb^ 
were  in  full  march  by  two  or  three  rontea  for  PhiUddphia.  Ha 
immediately  detached  li^  parties  to  &1I  upon  their  rear,  bit 
they  were  too  far  on  the  way  fi)r  any  bnt  light-borBO  to  onrtaki 
them.  • 

An  intelligent  observer  writea  to  President  Wharton  tram  Iha 
camp  :  "  Aaall  their  movemento,  added  to  thair  ri 
rations  of  driving  General  Washington  over  tke  Bine  1 
were  calculated  to  assure  na  of  their  having  come  oat  with  Iha 
determination  to  fight,  it  was  thought  prudent  to  keep  our  port 
upon  the  hills,  near  the  churcL  I  nndentand  it  waa  leaidTod, 
if  they  did  not  begin  the  attack  sood,  to  hare  firagfat  th^.at  aD 
events,  it  not  being  suppoaed  that  tbey  eoald,  ooiuiatfliit  laA 
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r  own  feelings,  hare  secretly  stolco  into  the  city  bo  siiddenly, 

r  to  long  gasconading  ou  what  tbej  intendecl  to  do."  * 

I  H«r«  then  was  another  oecosion   of  which  ttio  enemies  of 

ington  availed  themselves  to   deride   bia  cautious  policy. 

■tt  it  was  clearly  dictated  by  true  wisdom.     Ilis  heart  yearned 

r  a  general  encoooter  with  the  eacmy.     In  bis  despatch  to  the 

sident  of  Congress,  he  writes,  "  I  sincerely  wish  that  they 

I  made  an  attack ;  as  the  issue,  in  all  probubility,  from  the 

MJtioB  of  our  troops  and  the  strong  situation  of  our  camp, 

aid  luTC  been  fortunate  and  happy.     At  the  same  time  I  must 

1,  that  reason,  [irudence,  and  every  principle  of  policy  ft>rbadt 

^ron  quitting  our  post  to  attack  them.     Nothing  but  succca 

raid  have  justified  the  measure ;  luid  this  could  not  be  expected 

fmm  their  position." 

At  this  time,  one  of  the  earliest  measures  recommended  by 
tbn  Board  of  War,  and  adopted  by  Congress,  showed  the  increa»- 
tng  Inflaence  of  the  cabal ;  two  iiispcctors-gtueral  were  to  be 
appointed  for  the  promotion  of  discipline  and  reformation  of 
■blue*  in  the  army ;  and  one  of  the  persons  chosen  fur  this  ira- 
pnrtani  office  was  Conway,  with  the  rank,  too,  of  major-general  I 
This  was  tacitly  in  defiance  of  the  opinion  so  fully  expressed  by 
Wa^inglDU  of  the  demerits  of  the  man,  and  the  ruinous  effects 
tc  be  a]tpre)i ended  from  his  promoLinn  orer  the  heads  of  briga- 
diers of  Kipi-rior  claims.  Conway,  however,  was  tbo  secret  cot- 
tugtiEof  Qnl'-^a,  and  Gates  was  now  the  rising  sun. 

WiulL-r  had  now  net  in  with  nil  its  severity.  The  troops, 
wort)  down  by  long  and  bard  service,  liad  need  of  repose.  Poorly 
cUd,  also,  and   almost  destitute  of  blankets,  tbey  required  a 

*  l^tltr  r^  nUt  Roqdinol,  Comiuiuarj'  of  rrisoai-rf,  to  Ptoidonl  Whar- 
tEK, — Itf^  wW  Cn-.  aj  J.  Jt'td,  tdI.  i  p.  S5I. 
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mrmtt  shelter  than  mere  totito  i^uBst  tba  mclemencies  of  ibi 
■camn.     Tbo  neareit  towns  vhioli'iranld  aS>rd  wintor^t 
were  Laneulcr,  Yorkeod  Culkle;  bat  ihoald Ibe  am j 
either  of  thee?, »  large  and  ftrtile  dirtriot  wwiM  bs  utfat 
fbraged  hj  the  foo,  and  ita  iahalHtaiita,  porbaps,  to  be 
into  sutoniniriD. 

Much  anziety  wasfoHbj  the  PennsT^lTania  Legishton 
snbjcot,  who  were  desirous  that  the  army  ahonld  remaio  iO' 
field.  General  Reed,  in  a  letter  to  the  president  of  that 
writes :  "  A  Itno  of  winter-qiuirt«rs  has  been  proposed  an 
]M>rtcd  bj  aomo  of  his  [Washington's],  principal  officers; 
believe  I  may  assure  yon  he  will  not  come  into  it,  but  tab 
aa  near  the  enemy,  and  cover  as  much  of  the  oonntrj  >■  'i» 
nakedness  and  wretched  condition  of  some  part  of  the  srmjnB 
admit  To  kncp  tfao  Geld  entirely  ia  impracticable,  and  so  jot 
would  think  if  you  saw  the  plight  we  were  in.  Yon  will  ml 
know  the  plan,  and  as  it  bu  been  adopted  prtnoipally  apon  tf* 
opinions  of  the  gentlomen  of  thb  State,  I  hope  it  will  give  Htis- 
fection  to  yon  and  the  gentlemen  around  yon.  If  it  ia  not  daing 
what  we  would,  it  is  doing  what  we  can ;  and  Z  mnat  say  tfas 
general  has  shown  a  tmly  feeling  and  patriotic  respeet  for  ■■  <■ 
this  ocoaeion,  iti  which  you  would  agree  with  me,  if  yoo  knewdl 
the  circnmataDCcs." 

The  plan  adopted  by  Waidiington,  after  bolding  m  oooseil  tt 
war,  and  weighing  the  discordant  opinions  of  bii  officers,  wmM 
hut  the  army  for  the  winUr  at  Valley  Poige,  in  Cbeeter  Cooia^, 
on  tho  west  side  of  the  Sohnykill,  ahont  twenty  miles  froao  JWl- 
adclphia.  Hero  he  would  be  able  to  keep  a  vigiUnt  eye  on  Alt 
city,  and  at  the  some  time  protect  a  great  extent  at 

Sod  and  drcAry  was  the  rasrob  to  Valley  Forgs: 
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bj  the  recollection  of  any  recoot  triumph,  as  was  the  march  to 
vinter-qoarters  in  the  preceding  year.  Hungry  and  cold  were 
the  poor  fellows  who  had  so  long  been  keeping  the  field  ;  for  pro- 
risioDS  were  scant,  clothing  worn  out,  and  so  badly  off  were  tlioy 
for  shoes,  that  the  footsteps  of  many  might  be  tracked  in  blood. 
Yet  at  this  very  time  we  are  told^  "  hogsheads  of  shoes,  stottkings, 
and  clothing,  were  lying  at  different  places  on  the  roads  and  in 
the  woods,  perishing  for  want  of  teams,  or  of  money  to  pay  the 
teamsters.''  * 

Such  were  the  consequences  of  the  derangement  of  the  com- 
missariat 

Arrived  at  Valley  Forge  on  the  17th,  the  troops  had  still  to 
brave  the  wintry  weather  in  their  tents,  until  they  could  cut 
down  trees  and  construct  huts  for  their  accommodation.  Those 
who  were  on  the  sick  list  had  to  seek  temporary  shelter  wherever 
it  could  bo  found,  among  the  farmers  of  the  neighborhood. 
According  to  the  regulations  in  the  orderly  book,  each  but  was 
to  be  fourteen  feet  by  sixteen ;  with  walls  of  logs  filled  in  with 
clay,  six  feet  and  a  half  high ;  the  fireplaces  were  of  logs  plas- 
tered; and  logs  split  into  rude  planks  or  slabs  furnished  the 
roofing.  A  hut  was  allotted  to  twelve  non-commissioned  officers 
and  Boldier&  A  general-officer  had  a  hut  to  himself.  The  same 
was  allowed  to  the  staff  of  each  brigade  and  regiment,  and  tho 
field  ofiioer  of  each  regiment ;  and  a  hut  to  the  commissioned 
officers  of  each  company.  The  huts  of  the  soldiery  fronted  on 
streets.  Those  of  the  officers  formed  a  line  in  the  rear,  and  tho 
encsiDpment  gradually  assumed  the  look  of  a  rude  military 
village. 

Somree  had  the  troops  been  two  days  employed  in  these  labors^ 
•  GoidoD'f  Uift  Am.  War,  voL  iL  p.  279. 
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whcD,  before  daybreak  on  the  22d»  word  was  broug^  tbal  a  bodj 
of  the  enemy  had  made  a  sortie  toward  Chester  ^ipaioitlj  ea  a 
foraging  expedition.  Washington  issued  orders  to  General  Hairtr 
ington  and  Varnum,  to  hold  their  troops  in  readiness  to  mardi 
against  them.  Their  replies  bespeak  the  forlorn  state  of  the 
army.  **  Fighting  will  be  far  preferable  to  starring*'  writei 
Haiitiugtou.  "  My  brigade  are  out  of  provisions,  nor  can  Ihi 
commissary  obtain  any  meat  I  hare  used  every  argumoit  my 
imagination  can  invent  to  make  the  soldiers  easy,  but  I  deipsir 
of  being  able  to  do  it  much  longer.^' 

"  It's  a  very  pleasing  circumstance  to  the  division  under  of 
command,"  writes  Yarnum,  '^  that  there  is  a  probability  of  their 
marching ;  three  days  successively  we  have  been  destitute  of  bretd. 
Two  days  we  have  been  entirely  without  meat.  The  men  most 
be  supplied,  or  they  cannot  be  commanded.'' 

In  fact,  a  dangerous  mutiny  had  broken  out  among  the 
famishing  troops  in  the  preceding  night,  which  their  officers  had 
had  great  difficulty  in  quelling. 

Washington  instantly  wrote  to  the  President  of  Congren  oa 
the  subject.  *^  I  do  not  know  from  what  cause  this  alarming 
deficiency,  or  rather  total  failure  of  supplies  arises ;  but  nnlea 
more  vigorous  exertions  and  better  regulations  take  place  in  thst 
line  (the  commissaries'  department)  immediately,  the  army  moit 
dissolve.  I  have  done  all  in  my  power  by  remonstrating,  bj 
writing,  by  ordering  the  commLssarics  on  this  head,  from  time  to 
time ;  but  without  any  good  effect,  or  obtaining  more  than  a 
present  scanty  relief.  Owing  to  this,  the  march  of  the  army  his 
been  delayed  on  more  than  one  interesting  occasion,  in  the 
of  the  present  campaign ;  and  had  a  body  of  the  enemy 
the  Schuykill  this  mornmg,  as  I  had  reason  to  expect,  the  din> 
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■ions  vbieh  I  ordered  to  be  in  readioess  to  niiirch  and  meet  tlieni 
eimld  not  hare  moved." 

Scarce  bad  Wellington  despatched  this  letter,  when  ho  learnt 
that  the  Lcgiftkturo  of  reniiBylviuiia  had  ai]drcss<?d  a  remon- 
■rtmnoe  to  Congress  against  hia  going  into  ninter-qnarlere,  instead 
rf  keepbg  in  ihu  open  fitld.  Tliia  letter,  received  iu  his  forloru 
liliuUiou,  surrounded  by  an  unhoused,  Bcantily  clad,  half-atarvcd 
army,  ^ireriog  in  the  midst  of  December's  snow  nni)  cold,  put 
an  end  lo  his  forbcaranee,  and  drew  from  him  another  letter  to 
xhc  President  of  Congres8,  dated  on  the  23d,  which  we  shall 
Isf^ljr  tytate  ;  not  only  for  its  manly  and  truthful  cloquenne,  but 
for  the  exposition  it  gives  of  tho  difficulties  of  bis  sitnation, 
maiuly  cauaed  by  unwise  and  intermeddling  legislation. 

And  int  as  to  the  comoiisaariat : — 

"  Though  I  have  been  tender,  heretofore,"  writes  he,  "  of 
gitii^  any  opinion,  or  lodging  complaints,  as  the  change  in  that 
d«p«nB)«at  took  place  contrary  to  my  judgment,  and  the  conse- 
<)iKn(Xa  thereof  were  predicted ;  yet,  finding  that  the  inactivity 
of  lh«  army,  whether  for  want  of  pniviBiona,  clothes,  or  other 
esHDttalB,  is  charged  to  my  account,  not  only  by  the  common 
rrulgar,  but  by  those  in  power,  it  ia  time  to  speak  plain  in  exoul- 
fAtioD  of  myself.  With  truth,  then,  I  can  declare,  that  no  man, 
in  my  opinion,  ever  had  his  measures  more  impeded  than  I  have 
by  arery  department  of  tho  army. 

"  Since  the  month  of  July,  wc  have  had  no  assiBtancc  from 
the  qoartcrmaster-gcneral ;  and  to  want  of  assistance  from  this 
departiuvtit,  the  commiasary-gcucrul  charges  great  part  of  his 
dcfieicDcy.  To  this  I  am  lo  add,  that  notwithstonding  it  is  a 
■tuMliag  order,  and  often  repeated,  that  ibo  troops  shall  always 
hsv*  two  iaya'  provisioos  by  them,  that  they  might  be  ready  at 
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any  raddm  eall ;  y«l  n  opportunity  haa  Hardly  «Tar  offnvd  et 
taking  an  adrautagc  of  the  enemy,  thnt  it  haa  not  been  cilbc 
totally  obatructcd,  or  greatly  impMod  on  ^ia  acooaat  •  *  * 
Aa  a  proof  of  the  little  benefit  r«cmred  from  a  clothicr-geuera^ 
and  as  a  further  proof  of  the  inability  of  an  amy,  under  the  ti^ 
comataneea  of  thia,  to  perform  the  common  dntiM  of  aoUien 
(bMidea  a  number  of  men  confined  to  boapitala  lor  want  of  Aoa, 
and  others  in  farmer*'  boaaea  on  the  same  aoeount),  ve  bare,  Vj 
a  field  retom  thi*  day  made,  no  lem  than  two  thousand  «gb 
Irandrad  and  ninety-eight  men  now  in  oamp  unfit  fbr  ddy, 
becanae  they  are  barefoot,  and  otherwiaa  naked.  By  the  *■! 
return,  it  appears  that  our  whole  strength  in  Continenta]  trv^ 
including  the  eastern  brigades,  wbicb  have  joined  na  nnce  tb 
■urrender  ofOeneral  Burgoyne,  exclnaive  of  the  Maryland  tnxfi 
sent  to  Wilmington,  amouota  to  no  more  than  eight  tbonHflJ 
two  hundred  in  camp  fit  for  duty ;  notwithstanding  whieh,  ■! 
that  aince  the  4th  instaot,  our  numbera  fit  for  duty,  froa  )B'[ 
hardships  and  exposures  they  haTO  undergone,  pardeularl;  • , 
account  of  blankets  (numbers  having  been  obliged,  and  attll  ti%' 
to  sit  up  all  iiiglit  by  fires,  instead  of  taking  oomfortable  ttd  h 
a  natural  and  common  way),  have  decreased  near  two  thuMW/ 
men. 

"  We  find  gentlemen,  without  knowing  whether  the  armylR 
really  going  into  winter-quarters  or  not  (for  I  am  sure  bo  rcaite 
tion  of  min6  could  warrant  the  remonstrance),  reprobating  tkt 
measure  aa  much  aa  if  they  thonght  tbe  soldiers  were  mada  of 
stocks  or  stones,  and  equally  insensible  of  frost  and  snow;  kA 
moreover,  aa  if  they  conoeived  it  easily  practicable  for  an  inferidc 
army,  tindei  the  disadvantages  I  have  deeoribed  ours  t«  b»^ 
wbioh  are  by  no  means  eiaggorated— to  confine  a  soiMiiar  aH||H 


1777.]  washisgton's  yindicatiok.  311 

all  respects  weD  appointed  ind  prorided  for  a  winter's  cmmpaign, 

within  the  eitj  of  Philadelphia,  and  to  cover  from  depredation 

and  waste  the  States  of  Pcnnsjlrania  and  Jersey.      But  what 

makes  this  matter  still  more  extraordinary  in  my  eye,  is,  that 

t!ic:ac  Tcrj  gentlemen,  who  were  well  apprised  of  the  nakednoi^d 

of  the  troops  from  ocular  demonstration,  who  thou^^t  their  own 

Kildiers  worse  clad  than  others,  and  who  advised   me  near  a 

aoDth  ago  to  postpone  the  execution  of  a  plan  I  was  about  to 

adopt,  in  consequence  of  a  resolre  of  Congress  for  seizing  clotho:^ 

under  strong  assurances  that  an  ample  supply  would  bo  colloctod 

m  ten  days,  agreeably  to  a  decree  of  the  State  (not  one  urtiolo  of 

vUgj,  by  the  by,  is  yet  come  to  haad),  should  think  a  wiutjr*d 

cuapaign,  and  the  covering  of  those  States  from  the  invasion  of 

la  enemy,  so  easy  and  practicable  a  business.     I  can  assure  thoso 

gentlemen,  that  it  is  a  much  easier,  and  less  distressing  tiling,  ta 

dnw  remonstrances  in  a  comfortable  room  by  a  good  fireside, 

tban  to  occupy  a  cold,  bleak  hill,  and  sleep  under  frost  and  snow, 

vithoat  clothes  or  blankets,     llowever,  although  they  seem  to 

lare  little  feeling  for  the  naked  and  distressed  soldiers,  I  feel 

tbandantly  for  them,  and,  from  my  soul,  I  pity  those  miseries, 

vliieh  it  is  neither  in  my  power  to  relieve  nor  prevent. 

"  It  is  for  these  reasons,  therefore,  that  I  have  dwelt  upon 
tlw  nbjcct ;  and  it  adds  not  a  little  to  my  other  difficulties  aud 
dutress,  to  find  that  much  more  is  expected  from  me  than  is  pos- 
aUe  to  be  performed,  and  that,  upon  the  ground  of  safety  and 
policy,  I  am  obliged  to  conceal  the  true  state  of  the  army  from 
pablic  view,  and  thereby  expose  myself  to  detraction  and  eaU 
aany." 

In  the  present  exigency,  to  save  his  camp  from  desolation, 
lad  to  relieve  his  starving  soldiery,  ho  was  compelled  to  cxerciso 
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tbo  authority  reoontlj  giten  Uni  by  Congren^  to  fionge  lb 
country  round,  seiio  supplies  wherever  he  oould  find  thea,  ini    , 
pay  for  Ihcm  in  money  or  in  oertificatcs  redeemable  bj  Co»' 
gross.     He  exercised  these  powers  with  grest  relnctanee ;  mnStj 
inclined  himself,  he  hsd  a  strong  sympathy  with  the  ooltivatol 
of  the  soil,  and  ever  regarded  the  yeomanry  with  a  patemil  eya    • 
He  was  apprehensive,  moreover,  of  irritating  the  jealooqr  flf 
military  sway,  prevalent  throughout  the  country,  and  of  conuf^iog    • 
the  moraU  of  the  army.     ''  Such  procedures,"  writes  he  to  lb    j 
President  of  Congress,  "  may  give  a  momentary  relief;  bat  if    ' 
repeated,  will  prove  of  the  most  pcmicioui  ooiiseqaence.     Bends 
spreading  disaffection,  jealousy  and  fear  among  the  people,  duj    1 
never  fail,  even  in  the  most  veteran  troops,  under  the  most  rigid 
and  exact  discipline,  to  raise  in  the  soldiery  a  disposition  to 
licentiousness,  to  plunder  and  robbery,  difficult  to  suppress  afte^ 
yf'drdj  and  which  has  proved  not  only  ruinous  to  the  inhabittst^ 
but  iu  many  instances  to  armies  themselves.     I  regret  the  oeet- 
siun  tliat  compelled  us  to  the  measure  the  other  day,  and  sbil 
consider  it  the  greatest  of  our  misfortunes  if  we  should  be  nndtf 
the  neccsssity  of  practising  it  again." 

II uw  truly  in  all  these  trying  scenes  of  his  military  eareefi 
docs  the  patriot  rise  above  the  soldier  I 

With  these  noble  and  high-spirited  appeals  to  Congrett,i'* 
close  Washington's  operations  fur  1777;  one  of  the  mostardno** 
and  eventful  years  of  his  military  life,  and  one  the  most  tryi>t 
to  his  cliaracter  and  fortunes.     He  began  it  with  an  empty  ariaj 
chest,  and  a  force  dwindled  down  to  four  thousand  half-disciplin^ 
men.    Throughout  the  year  he  had  had  to  contend,  not  merely  wit^ 
the  enemy,  but  with  the  parsimony  and  meddlesome  interferen^^ 
of  Congress.     In  his  most  critical  times  that  body  had  left  U^ 
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vit&out  funds  &od  wilhont  roinforoeniciiU.  It  had  made  promo- 
tions coDtrsry  to  hiH  advice,  and  cootmry  to  mililary  usage ; 
tbcreb;  wronging  and  diagiuting  some  of  hia  bravest  officers.  It 
ted  cliBitgcii  the  commissariat  in  the  very  midat  of  a.  campaign, 

E  thereby  thrown  the  whole  service  into  confusion. 
Amnng  eo  man^r  cros3-parpo:«s  and  discourngemcnLi,  it  waj 
ficult  task  fur  Washingtou  to  "  keep  the  life  aud  soul  of  the 
amj  IflgDtlier."  Tct  be  had  done  bo.  Marvellous  indeed  was 
the  maimer  in  whiuh  he  hud  eoothed  tbo  discontents  of  his 
aggrieved  offioors,  and  reconciled  them  to  an  ill-requicing  service ; 
aiul  atill  more  uiarvclioUB  the  manner  in  which  he  had  breathed 
Lis  nwt)  Hpirit  of  jiiiticiice  and  perseverance  in  his  yeoman  soldiery, 
during  iheir  sallry  nurchingH  and  counter  marchings  through  the 
Jtneyt^  under  all  kinds  of  privatioas,  with  no  visible  object  of 
jiHrsuit  to  Btimuhite  their  ardor,  huottng,  as  it  were,  the  rumored 
cFpuilions  of  an  unseen  Oect. 

All  this  time,  loo,  while  endeavoring  to  ascertain  and  enun- 
Hifl  the  operations  of  Lord  Howo  upon  the  ocean,  aud  bis 
Wbcr  upou  the  land,  he  was  directing  and  aiding  military  mea- 
■nrw  againjit  Burgoyno  in  the  Nortlj.  Three  games  were  in  a 
""^att  going  on  under  his  supervision.  Tlie  operations  of  the 
roDnnaodcr-iu-chief  are  not  always  most  obvious  to  the  publlo 
';<;  vietories  may  bo  planned  in  his  tent,  of  which  aubordinate 
r^erilsget  the  credit;  and  most  of  the  moves  which  ended  in 
p'iig  a  triumphant  check  to  3argoyne,  may  be  traced  to  Wash- 
^LJ|Iw'b  shifting  eanip  in  the  Jerseys. 

^^1  It  has  been  an  irksome  tAsk  iu  some  of  the  preceding  chap- 
^^V^  to  Dotice  the  uuder-ourrent  of  intrigue  and  management  by 
^^^ufa  toat  part  of  this  year's  campaign  was  disgraced ;  yet 
^^PfV-hudrd  justice  requires  that  such  machinations  should  bo 
^B  )IH.  lU. — n 
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expoied.    W«  hare  shown  how  wwceMful  Uiejr  were  m  diqple«n 
the  noble-hearted  Schnjler  from  the  head  of  the  Northern  if^ 
partmcnt ;  the  same  machinations  were  now  at  work  to  undenisi 
the  commander-in-chief,  and  elevate  the  pataliye  hero  of  Saratop 
on  his  mins.     He  was  punfnllj  aware  of  them ;  yet  in  no  put 
of  the  war  did  ho  more  thorongUj  erinoe  that  magnanimilj 
which  was  his  grand  characteristic,  than  in  the  last  soenes  of  tUi 
campaign,  where  he  rose  abore  the  tanntinga  of  the  pren^  tb 
sneerings  of  the  cabal,  the  mnrmnrs  of  the  pablic,  the  snggmtiflM 
of  some  of  his  friends,  and  the  throbbing  impolaes  of  his  on 
conrageous  heart,  and  adhered  to  that  Fabian  policj  whikk  b 
considered  essential  to  the  safety  of  the  cause.     To  dare  is  oto 
the  impulse  of  selfish  ambition  or  harebrained  ralor :  to  Mtu 
is  at  times  the  proof  of  real  greatness. 
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THV    AflCEJn>A5T— THK  OOKWAT    LXTTERp— SUSPICIONS— OOKSBQITBBT 

ifflrimnrnirgn^*  bbtweot  gates  A5d  wAsmicGTtnr — wabsiho  lettkh 

CBJOK A905TM0IIS  LETRBS — PBOJBCTKD  KXPBDITIOS  TO  CAST- 

GATES,   AND  THE  BOARD  OF  WAIU 


^Vhili  censure  and  detraction  bad  dogged  Washicgton  through- 
out his  harassing  campaign,  and  followed  him  to  bis  forlorn  cn- 
••fflpment  at  Valley  Forge,  Gates  was  the  constant  theme  of  pop- 
"  ^hr  eulogium,  and  was  held  up  bj  the  cabal,  as  the  only  one 
•^ble  of  retrieving  the  desperate  fortunes  of  the  South.  Letters 
^m  his  friends  in  Congress  urged  him  to  hasten  on,  take  bis 
^^t  at  the  head  of  the  Board  of  War,  assume  the  management 
***  militarj  affairs,  and  save  (he  country  I 

Gates  was  not  a  strong-minded  man.  Is  it  a  wonder,  then, 
•*^t  his  brain  should  be  bewildered  by  the  fumes  of  incense 
'^^'Bred  up  on  every  side  ?  In  the  midst  of  his  triumph,  however, 
^^ile  feasting  on  the  sweets  of  adulation,  came  the  withering 
^^dwriting  on  the  wall !  It  is  an  epistle  from  his  friend  Mifflin. 
^Ij  dear  General,"  writes  he,  "  an  extract  from  Conway's  letter 
*^  jou  has  been  procured  and  sent  to  head-quarters.  The  extract 
^^  a  collection  of  just  sentiments,  yet  such  as  should  not  have 
*^^cn  intrusted  to  any  of  your  family.      General  Washington 
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enclosed  it  to  Conwaj  without  rcmarlu.  •  *  •  •  My  dev 
GcDcral,  take  care  of  jour  sinceritj  aiid  frsnk  disporition;  tiMj 
canuot  injure  yourself,  but  may  injure  some  of  your  best  friendi 
Affectionately  yours." 

Nothing  could  surpass  the  trouble  and  confusion  of  mind  of 
Gates  on  the  perusal  of  this  letter.     Part  of  his  correspondenei 
with  Conway  had  been  sent  to  head-quarters.     But  what  part? 
What  was  the  purport  and  extent  of  the  alleged  extracts  ?    Hov 
had  they  been  obtained  ?    Who  had  sent  them  ?     Mifflin^s  letter 
specified   nothing ;  and  this  silence  as  to  particulars,  left  an  Vft- 
bounded  field  for  tormenting  conjecture.     In  fact,  Mifflin  knev 
nothing  in  particular  when  he  wrote ;  nor  did  any  of  the  eabsL. 
The  laconic  nature  of  Washington's  note  to  Conway  had  thrown> 
them  all  in  confusion.     None  knew  the  extent  of  the  corra^Kml.' 
ence  discovered,  nor  how  far  they  might  be  individually  cofla' 
promised. 

Gates,  in  his  perplexity,  suspected  that  his  portfolio  had  bee0- 
Btealthily  opened  and  his  letters  copied.  But  which  of  them  ? — ^ 
and  by  whom?  He  wrote  to  Conway  and  Mifflin,  anxiously 
inquiring  what  part  of  their  correspondence  had  been  thus  snr^ 
reptitiouslji  obtained,  and  "  who  was  the  villain  that  had  played 
him  this  treacherous  trick.  There  is  scarcely  a  man  living,"  sa/^ 
he,  "  who  takes  a  greater  care  of  his  letters  than  I  do.  I  Dev0^ 
fail  to  lock  them  up,  and  keep  the  key  in  my  pocket.  •  •  •  ^ 
No  punishment  is  too  severe  for  the  wretch  who  betrayed  in9  * 
and  I  doubt  not  your  friendship  for  me,  as  well  as  your  seal  fcy^ 
our  safety,  will  bring  the  name  of  this  miscreant  to  light"  * 

Gates  made  rigid  inquiries  among  the  gentlemen  of  his 
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kll  dUarovcd  nay  kdotrledge  of  tbe  matter.     In  the  confusion 

lod  [wrmrbatiou  of  hia  miud,  his  euspicioDB  glanced,  or  were 

luniKil,  upon  OoloDcl  Hamiltoo,  as  tUo  olinDDel  of  communication, 

u  liKving  httd  free  access  to  hcad-quartcrH  during  Lis  late  mission 

D  the  commander  in-chie£     In  tfais  state  of  mental  irepida- 

ti,  Gates  wrote,  on  the  8th  of  December,  the  following  letter 

WashiDgtoQ. 

"  8i>  : — I  shall  not  attempt  to  describe  what,  aa  a  private  geQ- 
loiii,  I  cannot  help  feeling,  on  representing  to  my  mind  tho 
'iBgreeable  situation  in  which  confidential  letters,  when  exposed 
V  putiiic  inspection,  may  place  an  unsaapecting  correspondent) 
W  u  1  pi)hli«  officer,  I  conjure  your  Excellency  to  give  me  all 
Ibe  )ms(aac«  yoa  can  in  tracing  the  author  of  the  infidelity 
nH  pot  extracts  from  General  Connaj-'s  letters  to  me  into 
JHr  liudt.  Those  letters  have  been  stenliiigly  copied,  hut 
*^af  tbcm,  when,  and  by  whom,  is  to  me  as  yet  an  uufathom- 
•"  iWret  •  ■  •  •  It  is,  I  believe,  in  your  Excellenoj'a 
P*w  lo  do  ine  and  the  United  States  a  very  important  service, 
*}  "Ift-Piing  a  wretch  who  may  betray  me,  and  capitally  injure 

*  TpfT  operations  under  your  immediate  directions.  •  •  ■ 
"f  wime  being  eventually  so  important,  that  the.  least  loss 
■  ling  may  he  att«uded  with  the  worst  consequences,  aud  it 
'■g  onknowD  to  me  whether  the  letter  came  to  you  from  a 
■•"Jw  of  Congress,  or  from  an  officer,  I  shall  have  the  honor 

*  InMmitting  a  copy  of  this  to  the  president,  that  the  Congress 
■■Jiio  concert  with  your  Excellency,  ohtnin  as  snou  tis  possible 
•^very  which  so  deeply  affects  the  safety  of  the  States- 
'^'wof  that  luttgnilude  ought  not  to  remain  uiipuiiishcJ."     A 

<f  Jdli«  letter  was  transmuted  hy  Gates  to  the  Ptoaideut  of 


318  iiTK  or  WABbiHonMt.  ^ 

Wuhington  replied  wtdi  d)Knoteris(i«  dignty  od'ffi 
*■  Your  letter  of  the  8th  ultimo,"  writes  be  {Jtiamrj 
"  came  to  mj  hand  a  few  d&js  ago,  snd,  to  my  great  etupra 
formed  me  that  a  copy  of  it  had  been  sent  to  Congrea,  far 
reason  I  find  myself  nnable  to  accoont;  but,  as  bchbc  ad' 
donbtless  intended  to  be  answered  by  it,  I  am  laid  luder  dei 
agreeable  necessity  of  retarning  my  answer  throng  lb 
channel,  legt  any  member  of  tbst  honorable  body  dxHild  li 
K>  nn&ronble  suspicion  of  my  baring  prxctiaed  some  hi 
means  to  come  at  the  oontents  of  the  confidential  leUaaM 
you  and  General  Conway. 

"I  am  to  inform  jou,  then,  that  Colonel  WiUdtuini,« 
way  to  CongTL'ss,  in  the  month  of  October  last,  fell  m  wiA 
Stirliug  at  Heading,  and,  not  in  ccnfidecoe,  that  I  ever  I 
stood,  informed  his  aide-de-camp.  Major  McWiUiams,  that 
era!  Conway  had  written  this  to  you :  '  Heaven  has  been  i 
mined  to  save  your  country,  or  a  weak  general  and  bad  M 
lors  would  have  ruioed  it.'  Lord  Stirling,  from  moliK 
friendship,  transmitted  the  nccoant  with  this  remark: 
enclosed  wsa  cominaaicated  by  Colonel  Wilkinson  le  1 
McWiUiams.  Such  wicked  duplicity  of  eondaot  I 
think  it  my  duly  to  detect.' " 

Washington  adds,  that  the  letter  written  by  him  to 
was  merely  to  show  that  gentleman  that  he  was  not  unappriselofb 
intrigaiog  dii^position.  "  Neither  this  letter,"  coatinuBS  Iff,  "< 
the  information  which  occasioned  it,  was  ever  direetlj  ■ 
directly  oommunicatod  hy  me  to  a  single  officer  in  this 
of  my  own  family,  excepting  the  Marquis  de  labjfM,  ^ 
baring  been  spoken  to  on  the  suhfect  by  General  Conw^,  iffi 
torutd  saw,  under  iajuuctXona  ol  M«t«R,i^the  letter  wbM* 
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bintj  Witkinson's  information  ;  so  desirous  was  I  of  conceaiing 
tiaj  nulter  tlikt  could,  in  its  consequences,  give  the  smallest 
ai«mi{MioQ  to  the  traoquitlit;  of  this  army,  or  afford  a  gleam  of 
Inpc  to  liic  eueinj  by  dissensions  therein."     •     *     •     •     "  Till 
Lord  Stirling's  letter  came  to  my  hands,  I  nevci'  knew  that  Gen- 
Canny,  whom  I  viewed  in  the  light  of  &  stranger  to  you, 
1  cnrrMpondcnl  of  yours ;    much  less  did  I  suspect  that  I 
*u  the  (abject  of  yonr  confidential  letters.     Pardon  me,  then, 
m adding,  Ihat  bo  far  from  couceiiing  the  safety  of  the  States 
•u  bo  alTrcled,  or  in  the  smallest  degree  injured,  by  a  discovery 
■tlliii  kind,  or  that  1  should  be  called  upon  in  such  soleniu  terms 
]<ni)it  out  the  author,  1  considered  the  iDformation  as  coming 
few  joarself,  aud  given  with  a  view  to  forewarn,  and  consequently 
'  inrBU'm  me,  against  a  secret  enemy,  or  in  other  words,  u,  daii- 
nous  iuvcudiary ;  in  which  character  sooner  or  later  this  coun- 
f 'ill  koew  General  Conway.     But  in  this,  as  in  other  matters 
l)t«,  I  have  fuuiid  myself  mistaken." 

This  cluar  and  ample  answer  cvEpluined  the  enigma  of  the 
Bifiic  DoUd  to  Conway,  and  showi>d  that  the  betrayal  of  the 
"iMWry  correspondence  was  due  to  the  babbling  of  Wilkin- 
t  Following  the  mode  adopted  by  Gates,  Washington  trans- 
his  reply  through  the  hands  of  the  President  of  Congress, 
!  ihiu  ihla  matter,  which  he  ttod  geucroualy  kept  secret, 
uni  blaiooed  before  Congress  and  the  world. 
A  few  days  tSUi  writing  the  above  letter,  Washington  received 
fallowing  warning  from  his  old  aiid  faithful  friend,  Br.  Craik, 
td  from  Maryland,  Jan.  Cth,  ''  Notwithstanding  your  un- 
diligence  and  the  unparalleled  sacrifice  of  domestic  bap- 
ud  case  of  mind  which  you  have  made  for  the  good  of  your 
yet  you  ate  cot  wanting  in  secret  enemies,  who  would 
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rob  jou  of  the  great  and  truly  deaerred  esteem  your  oonlij! 
for  you.     Base  and  TiUainoua  men,  throai^  diagriiiy  cnj 
ambition,  are  endeavoring  to  leaaen  yoa  in*  the  minda  of  tb] 
pic,  and  taking  underhand  methods  to  trmdnee  your 
The  morning  I  left  camp,  I  wns  informed  that  a  itraigi 
was  forming  against  you  in  the  new  Board  of  War,  and  ia  I 
Congress.     •     •     •     •     The  method  they  are  taking  is  lij ! 
Ing  General  Gates  up  to  the  people,  and  making  them 
that  you  have  had  a  number  three  or  four  times  greater  tkMi 
enemy,  and  have  done  nothing ;   that  Philadelphia  was  giitt 
by  your  management,  and  that  you  have  had  many 
of  defeating  the  enemy.     It  is  said  they  dare  not  aj^pear  opa^j 
as  your  eneniies  j  but  that  the  new  Board  of  War  is  aniipflcicd  d 
such  leading  mcn^  as  will  throw  such  obstacles  and  difficnlua  ■ 
your  way  as  to  force  you  to  resign."  • 

An  anonymous  letter  to  Patrick  Henry,  dated  from  Tori^ 
town,  Jan.  r2tb,  says  among  other  things,  "  We  have  <mlypi»' 
the  Red  Sea ;  a  dreary  wilderness  is  still  before  us,  and  UDloit 
Moses  or  a  Joshua  are  raised  up  in  our  behalf,  we  most  pM 
before  we  reach  the  promised  land.  *  .*  *  *  But  is  ^ 
case  desperate  ?  By  no  means.  We  have  wisdom,  virtue  m 
strength  enough  to  savo  us,  if  they  could  be  called  into  acte 
The  Northern  army  has  shown  us  what  Americans  are  eijiikit 
of  doing  with  a  general  at  their  head.  The  spirit  of  the  Sost^ 
em  army  is  no  way  inferior  to  the  spirit  of  the  Northern  A 
Gates,  a  Lee,  or  a  Conway,  would  in  a  few  weeks  render  then* 
irresistible  body  of  men.  The  last  of  the  above  offioen  ki 
accepted  of  the  new  office  of  inspector-general  of  oararmyi> 
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r  to  rfiform  abuses ;  lint  the  reined;  is  ouly  a  palliative  odu. 

ine  of  hut  l«ltcTs  to  a  friend,  bo  sajs,  '  a  greut  and  good  Gud 

I  decivvd  America  to  be  froe,  or  the  [general]  and  weak  ooun< 

m  would  have  ruined  her  long  ago.'  "  * 

Anntlicr  aooD^mous  paper,  probably  by  the  samo  hanil,  dated 

inniy  17th,  and  sent  to  Congress  under  a  cover  directed  totlio 

wilcnt,  Mr.  Laurens,  decried  all  tbc  proceedings  of  the  South- 

1  uxaj,  declaring  that  the  proper  method  of  attacking,  beating 

i  ixmiperiag  the  enemy,  had  never  as  yet  been  adopted  by  the 

Iiiof;  that  the  Inte  stfeccss  lo  the  Nortliwnrd  was 

wing  t»  ft  change  of  the  commanders;  that  the  SoulLern  anuy 

>OnU  lirtvc  Wen  alike  eucee9.''ful  had  a  biniilar  change  taken  place. 

After  dtrvUing  on  the  evils  and  dcraTigcmeuta  prevalent  id  every 

it  draws  the   conclusion,  "  That   the    head    canurFt 

poiklj  he  sound,  when  the  whole  body  is  disordered ;  that  the 

or  Aiueriaa  have   been  guilty  of  idoliitry,  by  making  a 

"""llieir  God,  and  the  God  of  heaven  and  earth  will  convince 

"0  by  wnful  exp(!rienoe,  that  he  is  only  a  mua;  that  no  good 

*;  b«  expected  from  the  staoding  army  until  Baal  and  big 

•"liii^rs  are  bauUhcd  from  the  camp."  t 

iMcad  of  laying  this  mischievous  paper  before  Congress,  Mr. 
•w»ii»  rciaitted  it  to  Washington,  He  received  the  following 
VJ ■  "I  cannot  sufficiently  express  the  obligation  I  feel  to 
B*  for  your  friendship  and  politeness,  upon  an  occasion  in  which 
'^u  deeply  interested.  I  was  not  unapprised  that  a  niulig- 
^1  botion  bad  been  for  some  time  forming  to  my  prejudice ; 
'■'°ii,  eoDscious  as  I  am  of  havbg  ever  done  all  in  my  power  lo 
^■er  lb*  important  purposes  of  tbe  trust  repotted  in  me,  could 
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not  but  gira  me  some  pain  on  a  personal  aoooost.  Bst  b;^ 
concern  trii«3  from  an  apprehenBioo  of  the  dangerou  ■ 
(jueucea  which  intestine  dissensions  may  prodace  to  the  eoi 

"  Mj  enemies  take  an  nngeoeroaa  advantage  of  me.  fii 
know  the  delicduy  of  m;  eitoation,  and  that  motiret  at  f~ 
deprive  me  of  tho  defence  I  might  otherwise  make  Bgiimt ' 
insidious  attacks.     They  know  I  cannot  combat  their  in 
(ions,  however  injurious,  withont  discloung  aecreta  whici  iti 
tliL'  ntmost  moment  to  conceal.     But  why  should  I  expect  I 
exempt  from  censure,  the  unfailbg  lot  of  an  elevated  tbt 
Merit  and  talents,  nith  which  I  can  bare  no  preteusioD«  of  i 
siiip,  hove  ever  been  subjeot  to  it.     My  heart  tells  me,  thai  it  ha 
Lver  been  my  unrcmiltod  aim  to  do  the  best  that 
would  permit ;  yet  I  may  have  been  very  often  miatakea  in 
judgment  of  the  means,  and  muy  in  many  instances  deserre 
iuiputatioQ  of  error.'' 

Galea  vas  disposed  to  mark  his  advent  to  power  by  a  |li3 
operation.     A  notable  project  had  been  concerted  by  tim  I 
tlij!  Board  of  War  for  a  winter  irruption  into  Canada,    AnOJ*, 
ditlon  was  to  proceed  from  Albany,  cross  Lake  Cbamph 
ice,  burn  the  British  Rbipping  at  St.  Johns,  and  press  fbtnH  >■ 
jUontreal.     Washington  was  not  consulted  in  the  matter:  u* 
project  was  sulmiitted  to  Congress,  and  sanctioned  by  then  v> 
out  his  privity. 

One   object    of  the  scheme   was  to  detach  the  Bhn]Bi> 
Lafayette  from  Wasbingtoo,  to  whom  he  was  devotedly  itiacb*, 
and  bring  him  into  the  interests  of  the  cabal.     For  thij  ptnj* 
bo  was  to  have  the  command  of  the  expedition ;  an  ippoioiB* 
vhidi  it  was  iboug^Ll  wovild  tempi  hia  military  ambition.   0* 
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to  be  second  in  oommand,  and  it  was  trusted  that  his 
od  saperior  .intelligence  would  virtuallj  make  him  the 

rst  notice-  that  Washington  received  of  the  project  was 
'  from  Gates,  enclosing  one  to  Lafajette,  informing  the 
lis  appointment,  and  requiring  his  attendance  at  York- 
eceive  his  instructions. 

,  in  his  letter  to  Washington,  asked  his  opinion  and 
vidently  as  a  matter  of  form.  The  latter  expressed 
diged  by  the  '*  polite  request,^^  but  obsenred  that,  as  h3 
Dew  the  extent  of  the  objects  in  view,  nor  the  means  to 
fed  to  effect  them,  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  pass  any 
upon  the  subject  He  wished  success  to  the  enterprise, 
it  might  advance  the  public  good  and  confer  personal 
the  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  for  whom  he  had  a  very  par- 
tem and  regard/' 

abal,  however,  had  overshot  their  mark.  Lafayette, 
aware  of  their  intrigues,  was  so  disgusted  by  the  want 
ice  and  respect  to  the  commander-in-chief  evinced  in  the 
Decoding,  that  he  would  at  once  have  declined  the 
mt,  had  not  Washington  himself  advised  him  strongly 
it 

cordingly  proceeded  to  Yorktown,  where  Gates  already 
ttle  court  of  schemers  and  hangers  on.  Lafayette  found 
ible,  presiding  with  great  hilarity,  for  he  was  social  in 
,  and  in  the  flush  of  recent  success.  The  young  mar- 
a  cordial  welcome  to  his  board,  which  in  its  buoyant 
ty  contrasted  with  the  sober  decencies  of  that  of  the 
i  commander-in-chief  in  his  dreary  encampment  at  Val- 
e.     Gates,  in  his  excitement,  was  profuse  of  pTom\»e%. 
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Ererftfaingirai  toboBuda  nnootli  lodeaqjfcr  La&jnHe.   B> 

«u  to  haT«  at  least  two  tboDMud  five  bnadrad  fi^tiif  mca 

under  .him.    Stark,  the  vetenn  Stsrk,  wu  read;  to  o 

irith  &  bod;  of  Green  Monntun  Boji.    "  Indeed,"  erin  Qubo, 

chttcklii^  "  Qflbcrk]  SUrk  will  hare  bttint  the  fleet  before  jof* 

arriral!" 

It  wu  near  the  end  of  the  repuL     The  wine  h&d  cireolit^^ 
freely,  and  toasts  had  b«(^n  given  according  to  the  custom  of  iLv* 
day.    The  marquis  thov|^t  it  time  to  riiow  his  tag.    One  ti 
h«  obserred,  had  been  omitted,  which  Ite  would  now  | 
Glaseca  were  acoordingly  filled,  and  he  gare,  "  The  C 
in-diief  of  the  American  annies."    Tho  toast  was  reeeired  w 
out  cheering. 

Lafayette  was  faithful  to  the  flag  he  had  nnforled.  M— >* 
accepting  the  oonunand,  he  considered  himself  detached  from  tft^** 
main  army  and  nnder  the  immediate  orders  of  the  commander-i^^*' 
chief.  He  had  a  favorable  opinion  of  the  military  talenti  c^' 
Conway,  but  he  was  aware  of  the  game  he  was  playing ;  ha  msN^* 
a  point,  therefore,  of  baring  the  Baron  de  Kalh  appointed  to  iKV 
expedition ;  whose  commission  being  of  older  date  than  thai  ^» 
Conway,  would  give  him  the  precedence  of  that  officer,  and  iuJe* 
him  second  in  command.  This  was  reluctantly  ceded  bj  feA» 
cabal,  who  found  themselves  baffled  by  the  loyally  in  friendbV 
of  the  yonthfiil  soldier. 

Lafayette  set  oat  for  Albany  without  any  very  Bangnine  *<X* 
peotations.  Writing  to  Washington  from  Flemington,  amid  »" 
difficnlttes  of  winter  travel,  he  says :  "  I  go  on  very  alo*l7  • 
sometimes  drenched  by  raia,  sometimes  covered  witli  sDOWt  ■"' 
not  entertaining  many  handsome  thouj^ts  about  tiie  pti^ttitaA  *** 
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into  Canada.  Lake  Ghamplain  is  too  cold  for  prodaciug 
It  bit  of  laurel ;  and,  if  I  am  not  starved,  I  shaU  be  as 
a  if  I  had  gained  three  battles."  * 

•  SpwU*  Cor.  Am.  Ber.  tuL  ii  p.  74. 
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Washington's  Utter  ot  the  4th  of  Jkoiury,  on  the'inliMt  ' 
the  Conway  correepODdence,  had  not  resched  Qeneral  Oata  ^ 
the  22d  of  Jtmuary,  after  hia  trriral  at  Yorktown.  Hoii^ 
did  Gates  learn  fr^m  ita  context,  that  all  Waahingtoa^  ki^ 
ledge  of  that  correapondence  was  confined  to  a  nngle  piiV^ 
of  a  letter,  and  that  merely  as  qnoted  in  obnTersatioo  bjrViW 
eon,  than  the  whole  matter  appeared  easily  to  be  n{Ju>'  ^ 
ebuffled  off.  He  accordlogly  took  pen  in  hand,  and  addim 
Wanliitigton  as  follows,  on  the  23d  of  Jaooary :  "TtuWi 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  recoira  yesterday  from  yoni  &* 
lency,  has  relieved  me  from  unspeakable  noeaainesa.  I  bo*  ^ 
ctpate  the  pleasure  it  will  give  yon  when  yon  discorer  Iktn' 
has  been  conveyed  to  yon  (or  an  extract  of  Qeneral  C«^ 
letter  to  me,  was  not  an  information  which  friendly  ■*■* 
induced  a  man  of  honor  to  give,  that  injured  virtae  nip' " 
forearmed  against  secret  enemies.  The  paragraph  wHA  ]^ 
Excellency  has  condescended  to  transcribe,  is  ^nrioa    It  " 
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certainly  fabricated  to  answer  the  most  selfish  and  wicked  pur- 
poses.'^ 

He  then  goes  on  to  declare  that  the  genuine  letter  of  Con- 

vaj  was  perfectly  harmless,  containing  judicious  remarks  upon 

the  want  of  disoipline  in  the  army,  but  making  no  mention  of 

weak  generals  or  bad  counsellors.     '*  Particular  actions  rather 

than  persons  were  blamed,  but  with  impartiality,  and  I  am  con- 

Tineed  he  did  not  aim  at  lessening,  in  my  opinion,  the  merit  of 

toy  persoa     His  letter  was  perfectly  harmless ;   however,  now 

Uat  rarioos  reports  have  been  circulated  concerning  its  contents, 

tbey  ought  not  to  be  submitted  to  the  solemn  inspection  of  those 

vlio  stand  most  high  in  ihe  public  esteem. 

''  Anxiety  and  jealousy  would  arise  in  the  breast  of  very 
respectable  officers,  who,  sensible  of  faults  which  inexperience, 
ud  that  alone,  may  have  led  them  into,  would  be  unnecessarily 
<^ii8ted,  if  they  perceived  a  probability  of  such  errors  being 
noorded. 

"  Honor  forbids  it,  and  patriotism  demands  that  I  should 
Mom  the  letter  into  the  hands  of  the  writer.  I  will  do  it ; 
^  at  the  same  time,  I  declare  that  the  paragraph  conveyed  to 
JDU  Excellency  as  a  genuine  part  of  it,  was,  in  words  as  well  as 
ii  nhitattoe,  a  wicked  forgery. 

"  About  the  beginning  of  December,  I  was  informed  that  let- 
ter had  occasioned  an  explanation  between  your  Excellency  and 
^  gentleman.  Not  knowing  whether  the  whole  letter  or  a 
Ittt  of  it  had  been  stealingly  copied,  but  fearing  malice  had 
*l^>nd  its  original  texture,  I  own,  sir,  that  a  dread  of  the  mis- 
*iuA  which  might  attend  the  forgery,  I  suspected  would  be 
**^  pat  me  some  time  in  a  most  painful  situation.  When  I 
"^Wwroiotted  to  the  offioers  in  my  fiunily  the  intelligence  which 


^8  I4n  or  WABHiVGTov*  \Uk 


I  had  received,  they  all  eatrealed  me  to  neeue  ttfllr 
from  the  BuspleioDs  they  justly  oonoeiTed  themaelTea  liilb  % 
until  the  guilty  person  should  be  known.  To  iiicDitals  mt^ 
eoverj,  I  wrote  to  your  Excellenoy ;  but,  unable  to  team 
General  Conway's  letter  had  been  transmitted  to  you  bj  a 
ber  of  Congress,  or  a  gentleman  in  the  army,  I  was  aftaid 
time  would  be  lost  in  the  course  of  the  inquiry,  and  Alt  Ai 
States  might  receive  some  capital  injury  from  the  nifiU^tf 
the  person  who  I  thought  had  stolen  a  copy  of  the  ohMriHi 
letter.  Was  it  not  proboble  that  the  secrets  of  the  amy  b^ 
be  obtained  and  betrayed  through  the  same  means  to  theaMjl 
For  this  reason,  sir,  not  doubtii)g  that  Congress  would  nort 
chcerfollj  concur  with  you  in  tracing  out  the  criminal,  I  wrote  to 
the  president,  and  enclosed  to  him  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  joo 
Excellency. 

**"  About  the  time  I  was  forwarding  those  letters,  Bri2lfie^ 
general  Wilkinson  returned  to  Albany.  I  informed  him  of  tk 
treachery  which  Iiad  been  committed,  but  I  concealed  from  bii 
the  measures  I  was  pursuing  to  unmask  the  author.  WiUanoi 
answered,  he  was  assured  it  never  would  come  to  light;  iM 
endeavored  to  fix  my  suspicions  on  Lieutenant-colonel  Tros^^ 
who,  he  said,  might  have  incautiously  conversed  on  the  sabotno 
of  General  Conway's  letter  with  Colonel  Hamilton,  whom  J« 
had  sent  not  long  before  to  Albany.  I  did  not  listen  to  tU 
insinuation  against  yotir  aide-de-camp  and  mine.'' 

In  the  original  draft  of  this  letter,  which  we  have  seen  tmci^ 
the  papers  of  General  Gates,  he  adds,  as  a  reason  for  not  litlei 
ing  to  the  insinuation,  that  he  considered  it  even  as  \a^eatn0 

*  At  that  tiiM  an  sUe-d^^anip  of  Qatas. 


irra] 


BXABOHINO  AKALTSIS.  329 


'*  But,"  pursues  he,  "  the  light  your  Excellency  has  just  assisted 
me  with,  exhibiting  the  many  qualifications  which  are  necessarily 
blended  together  in  the  head  and  heart  of  General  Wilkinson,  I 
would  not  omit  this  fact;  it  will  enable  your  ExcoUcnoy  to  judge 
whf^ther  or  not  he  would  scruple  to  make  such  a  forgery  as  that 
whi^  he  now  stands  charged  with,  and  ought  to  be  excmplarily 
punished.'*  This,  with  considerable  more  to  the  same  purport, 
intended  to  make  Wilkinson  the  scape-goat,  stands  cancelled  in 
^he  draft,  and  was  omitted  in  the  letter  sent  to  Washington ; 
but  by  some  means,  fair  or  foul,  it  came  to  the  knowledge  of 
^  ilkinson,  who  has  published  it  at  length  in  his  Memoirs,  and 
'*'ho,  it  will  be  found,  resented  the  imputation  thus  conveyed. 

General  Conway,  also,  in  a  letter  to  Washington  (dated  Jan- 
^^rj  27th),  informs  him  that  the  letter  had  been  returned  to  him 
^y  Gates,  and  that  he  found  with  great  satisfaction  that  **  the  para- 
^aiph  so  much  spoken  of  did  not  exist  in  the  said  letter,  nor  any 
tbing  like  it."     lie  had  intended,  he  adds,  to  publish  the  letter, 
but  had  been  dissuaded  by  President  Laurens  and  two  or  three 
^embers  of  Congress,  to  whom  he  had  shown  it,  lest  it  should 
hiibrm  the  enemy  of  a  misunderstanding  among  the  American 
S^nerals.     He  therefore  depended  upon  the  justice,  candor,  and 
generosity  of  Oeneral  Washington,  to  put  a  stop  to  the  forgery/ 
On  the  9th  of  February,  Washington  wrote  Gates  a  long  and 
■^Arching  reply  to  his  letters  of  the  8th,  and  23d  of  January, 
inalyiing  them,  and  showing  how,  in  spirit  and  import,  they  con- 
trmdieted  each  other ;  and  how  sometimes  the  same  letter  contra- 
dicted itself!     How,  in  the  first  letter,  the  reality  of  the  extracts 
^u  hj  implication  allowed,  and  the  only  solicitude  shown  was  to 
fa^  oat  the  person  who  brought  them  to  light ;  while,  in  the  see- 
^  ktter,  the  whole  was  pronounced,  **  in  word  as  well  as  in 
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mbstance,  *  wicked  forgery."  "ItUnotntyii 
Wubington,  "to  ooatradiot  tfata  userUon,  but  onlj  ta 
8om«  oonsideratioDs  whioh  t«nd  to  bdaoe  n  snppoution,  Hal, 
tboogh  DODO  of  General  CoDiraj's  letters  to  yoa  coDubiiddt 
offeosiTe  pasmge  menlioned,  there  might  bftve  been  souethi^ii 
them  too  neu-l;  related  to  it,  that  ooald  give  such  an  eitnoA 
nary  alarm.  If  this  nere  not  the  case,  how  eaay  in  llu  6ot 
iostanco  to  have  declared  there  was  nothing  exceptumtblc  B 
them,  ODd  to  Iiavc  produced  the  letters  themselres 
of  it  ?  The  propriety  of  the  objectiooB  auggested  ipiij 
■obmitting  tlicm  to  iiispcction  may  very  welt  be  qagE^on 
'  The  variooB  reports  circulat<:d  concerning  their  coatenli,' M 
perhaps  bo  many  argurnoiita  for  making  them  speak  for  tiw- 
selves,  to  place  ibe  matter  upon  the  footiug  of  certainty.  Co* 
ccalnient  in  an  ulLiir  nliich  had  mode  so  much  noise^  tfaongivf 
by  my  means,  n'Jll  tiaturalty  lead  men  to  conjecture  tlte  fMl^ 
and  it  will  be  a  subject  of  speculation  even  to  candor  iMK 
The  anxiety  and  jcaloosy  you  apprebend  from  revealing  tli«U[ 
ter,  will  be  very  apt  to  bo  increased  by  suppressing  it.' 

We  forbear  to  follow  Washiogtou  through  his  Btern  »ailj«* 
'but  we  cannot  omit  the  concluding  paragraph  of  hii 
on  tho  character  of  Conway. 

"  Notwitlistanding  the  hopeful  presages  you  an  [ 
figure  to  yourself  of  General  Conway's  firm  and  constant  Eii^ 
ship  to  America,  I  cannot  persuade  myclf  to  retract  the  pH*^ 
tion  conceraiug  him,  which  you  so  emphatically  wish  bad  noi** 
inserted  in  my  last.  A  better  acquaiutauce  with  bimi  thi  * 
hare  reason  to  think  you  have  had,  from  what  youtiy,H'* 
concurrence  of  circumstances,  oblige  me  to  girc  him  brtfi"* 
oredit  for  the  qualifications  of  his  heart,  of  whioh,  at  lo^ ' 
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haye  been  the  subject  of  our  put  eoireBpondwioe,  makei  aa  fill- 
ing to  close  with  the  desire  jou  express  of  burying  thflM  kst* 
after  in  silence,  and,  as  far  as  fatare  erents  will  penniti  oUiM, 
My  temper  leads  me  to  peace  and  harmony  with  all  mea;  ni'^ 
id  peculiarly  my  wish  to  avoid  any  personal  fends  or  diawaaW 
with  those  who  are  embarked  in  the  same  great  national  inttfe^ 
with  myself,  as  every  difference  of  this  kind  most,  in  its  eonii' 
quences,  be  very  injurious.     I  am,  sir,"  d&a 

Among  the  various  insidious  artifices  resorted  to  about  ihi 
time  to  injure  the  character  of  Washington,  and  destroy  pnbb 
confidunce  in  his  sincerity,  was  the  publication  of  a  series  o 
letters  purporting  to  be  from  him  to  some  members  of  his  fiunil] 
and  to  his  ageut,  Mr.  Luud  Washington,  which,  if  genuine,  wou^ 
prove  him  to  bo  liollow-hcarted  and  faithless  to  the  cause  he  w: 
pretending  to  uphold.  They  had  appeared  in  England  in  a  ptf 
phlet  form,  as  if  printed  from  originab  and  drafts  found  in  po 
session  of  a  black  servant  of  Washington,  who  had  been  1^ 
behind  ill,  at  Fort  Lee,  when  it  was  evacuated.  Thej  hM 
recently  been  reprinted  at  New  York  in  Rivington's  Roy 
Gazette ;  the  first  letter  making  its  appearance  on  the  14th  < 
February.  It  had  also  been  printed  at  New  York  in  a  handbi 
and  extracts  published  in  a  Philadelphia  paper. 

Washington  took  no  public  notice  of  this  publication  at  ti 
time,  but  in  private  correspondence  with  his  friends,  he  observi^ 
"  These  letters  are  written  with  a  great  deal  of  art  The  int^ 
mixture  of  so  many  family  circumstances  (which,  by  the  by,w9' 
foundation  in  truth)  gives  an  air  of  plausibility,  which  renders  t^ 
villuny  greater ;  as  the  whole  is  a  contrivance  to  answer  ^ 
most  diabolical  purposes.     "Who  the  author  of  them  is,  I  kn^ 
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not  From  infonnatioD  or  acquaintaooe  he  must  have  had  some 
knowledge  of  the  component  parts  of  mj  family ;  but  he  has 
^'^  egregioaslj  mistaken  facts  in  several  instances.  The  design 
of  kis  kbora  is  as  clear  as  the  sun  in  its  meridian  brightness."  * 
And  in  another  letter,  he  observes,  "  They  were  written  to  show 
tliat  I  was  an  enemy  to  independence,  and  with  a  view  to  create 
distrust  and  jealousy.  It  is  no  easy  matter  to  decide  whether 
tlie  Tillainy  or  die  artifice  of  these  letters  is  greatest"  f 

The  author  of  these  letters  was  never  discovered.  He  entire- 
ly iailed  in  his  object ;  the  letters  were  known  at  once  to  be 
^geries.! 


*  Litter  to  QttL  Henry  Lee,  Viigmia.— iSjMiri^   Wrkmgt  if  WaMig(on, 
^  t.  S78. 
t  Letter  to  Landon  Carter.      Idem.  p.  891. 

I  The  introdnctioo  to  the  letters  states  them  to  have  been  transmitted  to 

^Und  by  an  officer  senring  in  Delaucejr's  corps  of  loyalists,  who  gives  the 

''Owi^g  account  of  the  way  he  came  by.  them : — ^Among  the  prisoners  at 

f^  Ler,  I  espied  a  mulatto  fellow,  whom  I  thought  I  recollected,  and  who 

"tefinud  my  coojectures  by  gazing  very  earnestly  at  me.    I  asked  him  if  he 

^tew.Bs.    At  first,  he  was  unwilling  to  own  it;  but  when  he  was  abunt  to  be 

ttRied«|(  thinking,  I  suppose,  that  I  might  perhaps  be  of  some  service  to  him, 

^  CUM  and  told  me  that  be  was  Billy,  and  the  old  servant  of  General  Wash- 

^Ite.   He  had  been  left  there  on  account  of  an  indisposition  which  prevented 

Vii  tMwiiiing  Ills  mAiter.    I  asked  him  a  great  many  questions,  as  you  may 

^foee;  but  fimnd  very  little  satisfaction  in  his  answers.    At  last,  however, 

^toldioe  that  he  had  a  small  portmanteau  oS  his  master's,  of  which,  when 

^  bond  tint  he  must  be  put  into  confinement,  he  entreated  luy  care.     It  cou- 

^^iBedoolya  few  stockings  and  shirts;  and  I  could  see  nothing  worth  my 

*i>i,tieeptan  almanack,  in  which  he  had  kept  a  sort  of  a  journal,  or  diaiy 

'^fnoeediiigsainoe  his  first  coming  to  New  York;  there  were  also  two 

laim&DDihis  lady,  one  from  Mr.  Custis,  and  some  pretty  long  ones  from  a 

Vr.UBd  WaaUnglon.     And  in  the  same  bundle  with  them,  the  first  draughts, 

*U  «pes  of  aoswen  to  them.     I  read  these  with  avidity ;  and  being  highly 

*^"teW  with  them,  have  shown  them  to  wreral  of  my  friendly  who  all 
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Letten  noeired  kt  thu  jnnetim  firam 
ifigton  tiiUngs  concenung  the  expeditiaa 
foot  witbont  coDsnl^Dg  him.  Ge&enl  Goowa;  bd 
AlbftDj  thrM  d^ya  before  the  nwrqau^  ud  hit  int 
the;  mot  was  th&t  the  expedition  wm 
Schnjrler,  lancolo  and  Arnold,  had  wiittaa  to 
dbct  The  uarqats  at  firat  wai  incUaed  to  hop* 
but  hii  hope  vaa  soon  demolished.  Inatead  of  the  twe 
fire  hnndred  ucd  that  had  been  promised  him,  not  twelre: 
in  all  were  to  be  foand  fit  for  dnty,  and  moat  part  of  tbai 
*'  naked  even  for  a  Biimmer'a  cimpajgn ;  "  all  shrank  AmaJ 
■  tcr  incursion  into  so  cold  a  country.  As  to  Oeneral  Sisil-i 
Lia  legion  of  Green  Mountain  Boys,  vho,  according  to  lb] 
conado  of  Gates,  mtgbt  have  burnt  the  fleet  before 
arrival,  tbo  marquis  received  at  Albany  a  letter  from  the  fda 
"who  wishes  tu  know,"  saja  be,  "what  numltr  o^aws,, 
whai  timt,  and /or  wkat  nndezvout,  ItUsire  him  to  tmrn." 
Another  oificor,  who  was  to  have  enlisted  iiieo,weaUi 
done  so,  had  he  received  mtmey.  "  One  asks  wbat  ennM 
ment  his  people  nill  Lave;  the  other  has  no  clothes;  not  fH 
them  baa  received  a  dollar  of  what  was  duo  to  tbem.  Ik 
applied  to  every  body,  I  have  begged  at  erery  door  I  w 
these  two  days,  aud  I  sec  that  I  conld  do  something  vac 
expedition  to  be  begun  in  five  weeks.     But  yon  know  ■«  irt 

agree  will)  me,  thai  ht  ia  aTerj-  ■<i<Bn»nt  cbaraotei  foXD  what  t^  M^ 
p(i«d  him. 

Id  commcDtiiig  oa  the  kbove,  WuliiDgtoa  obcerved  that  hii  n 
Bill;.  luJ  Dcrec  becD  one  momaot  in  tbs  power  of  tbe  memj,  tMI^  '*t^ 
et  bii  baggap  iioranjraf  hia  aUeDdanti  sere  optarni  daring  tbf  ikw  M 
of  tU  mai,—UrUr  to  rwudy  F!cieriHg,  Spartt,  U.  149. 
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not  an  hoar  to  lose ;  and,  indeed,  it  is  now  rather  too  late  had  wo 
ererj  thing  in  readiness." 

The  poor  marquis  was  in  despair — ^bat  what  most  distressed 
Llm  was  the  dread  of  ridicule.  He  had  written  to  his  friends 
that  he  had  the  command  of  the  expedition ;  it  would  be  known 
ihroaghout  Europe.  *'  I  am  afraid,"  says  he,  *'  that  it  will  re- 
fet  oa  my  reputation,  and  I  shall  be  laughed  at.  My  fears  upon 
that  sahject  are  so  strong,  that  I  would  choose  to  become  again 
mlj  a  volunteer,  unless  Congress  offers  the  means  of  mending 
thisngly  business  by  some  glorious  operation." 

A  subsequent  letter  is  in  the  same  vein.     The  poor  marquis, 

B  his  perplexity,  lays  his  whole  heart  open  to  Washington  with 

diiUlikc  simplicity.     "  I  have  written  lately  to  you  my  distress- 

0%  ridicolous,  foolish,  and  indeed  nameless  situation.     I  am 

>at)  with  a  great  noise,  at  the  head  of  an  army  for  doing  great 

^^Bgs;  the  whole  continent,  France  and  Europe  herself,  and, 

^t  ia  worse,  the  British  army,  are  in  great  expectations.    How  far 

^  will  be  deceived,  how  far  we  shall  be  ridiculed,  you  nmy  judge 

V^  candid  account  you  have  got  of  the  state  of  our  affairs. — 

I  confess,  my  dear  general,  that  I  find  myself  of  very  quick  feel- 

^whenever  my  reputation  and  glory  arc  concerned  in  any  thing. 

It  is  Tery  hard  that  such  a  part  of  my  happiness,  without  which 

t  Qnnot  live,  should  depend  upon  schemes  which  I  never  knew 

^  hit  when  there  was  no  time  to  put  them  in  execution.     I  as- 

"^  joa,  my  most  dear  and  respected  friend,  that  I  am  more 

'■^|py  than  I  ever  was.     •     •     •     •     I  should  be  very  happy 

^  you  were  here,  to  give  mo  some  advice ;  but  I  have  nobody  to 

«««ilt  with." 

Widiington,  with  his  considerate,  paternal  counsels,  hastened 
^^the  perturbation  of  his  youthful  friend,  and  dispel  thoao 
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foara  respcoting  ki8  reputation,  excited  onlj,  as  he  obserrad,  ^  )f 
an  uDcommon  degree  of  sensibility.''  "  It  will  be  no  diaidnB* 
tago  to  you  to  hare  it  known  in  Europe,"  writes  he,  **  that  joi 
bave  received  so  manifest  a  proof  of  the  good  opinion  and  eooi- 
dence  of  Congress  as  an  important  detached  command.  *  *  * 
*'  *  However  sensibly  yoar  ardor  for  glory  may  make  pa  fcd 
this  disappointment,  you  may  be  assured  that  your  chanettf 
stands  as  fair  as  ever  it  did,  and  that  no  new  enterprise  is  neofli* 
sary  to  wipe  off  this  imaginary  stain." 

The  project  of  an  irruption  into  Canada  was  at  length  fa^ 
mally  suspended  by  a  resolve  of  Congress ;  and  Washingtim  mi 
directed  to  recall  the  marquis  and  the  Baron  de  Kalb,  the  preseoM 
of  the  latter  being  deemed  absolutely  necessary  to  the  armj  it 
Valley  Forge.  Lafayette  at  the  same  time  received  assurance  of 
the  high  sense  entertained  by  Congress  of  his  prudence,  actintj 
and  zeal,  and  that  nothing  was  wanting  on  his  part  to  give  tin 
expedition  the  utmost  possible  effect. 

Gladly  the  young  marquis  hastened  back  to  Valley  Forge, to 
enjoy  the  companionship  and  find  himself  once  more  under  ^ 
paternal  eye  of  Washington;  leaving  Conway  for  the  timo  " 
command  at  Albany,  *^  where  there  would  be  nothing,  pcrhap6|to 
be  attended  to  but  some  disputes  of  Indians  and  tories." 

Washington,  in  a  letter  to  General  Armstrong,  writes,  *** 
shall  say  no  more  of  the  Canada  expedition  than  that  it  is  at  s^ 
end.  I  never  was  made  acquainted  with  a  single  circumstan^ 
relating  to  it.^' 

•  Sparks'  Writings  of  Waahington,  toL  t.  p.  SOa 
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B  noms  ABOUT  THE  OOirWAT  LETTKR — OORRBBPOHDBICCS  BETWSXir  LOBD 
■nUM  AVD  WILKIXSOIf— WILXI!C80!l'8  HONOR  WOONDRD— RtS  PAflBAOB 
tt  *am  WITH  OEfCRAL  OATE8 — HIS  8BAT  AT  THR  BOARD  OP  WAR  UV- 
OPOtTABLB  DBTBRmUBa  TBAT  LORD  STIRLINO  SHALL  BLBRD— HIS 
^WlDtD  ■OaR>R  HRALKD— BIS  INTBRVIEW  WITH  WASHINGTON— SEES  THR 
^HWUJiUJiCE  OP  GATES — ^DENOUNCES  OATE8  AND  OI\'SS  UP  THE  SBGRE' 
**>nitP— II  THROWS  OUT  OP  EHPLOT  CLOSDtO  REHARKS  ON  THE  OOZI- 
W4r  GABAU 

»  Conwiy  letter  was  destined  to  be  a  further  source  of 
*Ue  to  the  cabaL  Lord  Stirling,  in  whose  presence,  at  Read- 
i  WiUunaon  bad  cited  the  letter,  and  who  had  sent  informa- 
^of  it  to  Washington,  was  now  told  that  Wilkinson,  on  being 
*>^ttDed  bj  General  Conway,  had  declared  that  no  such  words 
^^  reported,  nor  any  to  the  same  effect,  were  in  the  letter. 
Bb  krdahip  immediately  wrote  to  Wilkinson,  reminding  him 
^  conversation  at  Beading,  and  telling  him  of  what  he  had 
^J  heard. 

**!  veil  know,"  writes  his  lordship, ''  that  it  is  impossible  you 
^hare  made  any  such  declaration;  but  it  will  give  great 
**irfictkm  to  many  of  your  friends  to  know  whether  Conway 
^  nch  inquiry,  and  what  was  your  answer ;  they  would  also 
*  glad  to  know  what  were  the  words  of  the  letter,  and  I  should 
'^^  much  obliged  to  you  for  a  copy  of  it" 

»0U  UL— 15 
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Wilkinwti  found  that  his  toogoe  had  ^un  bronj^t  ii 
difficnltj  ;«bat  he  tmsted  to  his  riietorie,  rather  than  hii  I 
get  him  oat  of  it.     He  wrote  in  repl;,  that  be  | 
bered  ipending  a  social  daj  widi  his  IwdAip  at  1 
which  the  eouversation  became  general,  omtBerved  ■ 
though  the  tenor  of  his  lordship's  disooime,  and  the  n 
their  ritnation,  made  it   oonfideniial.      "  I    cannot,  thei 
adds  he,  logically,  "  recapitulate  particalars,  or  charge  mj  a 
ory  with  the  circumatauces  jtoq  mention ;  but,  mj  lord,  I  ili 
low  craft,  subtlety  and  evasion,  and  will  acksowledge  it  a  ] 
ble,  in  the  wa  rnith  of  social  interconrse,  when  the  mind  ii  k 
and  the  heart  is  unguarded,  that  obacrvations  may  tiare  d 
which  hare  not  since  occurred  to  me.     On  my  lal«  uaiA 
camp,  Brigadier-general  Conway  informed  me  that  he  W  bl 
charged  by  General  WasliiDgton  with  writing  a  letter  to  II 
general  Gates,  nhieh  reflected  on  the  general  and  t 
The  particulars  of  this  charge,  which  Brigadier-general  Q 
thoD  repeated,  I  cannot  now  recollect.     I  bad  read  t 
alluded  to;  I  did  not  consider  the  information  conreyeih 
Excellency's  letter,  as  expressed  by  Brigadier-general  G 
to  be  literal,  and  well  remember  replying  to  that  efieot  in  diM 
terms.    Z  hwi  no  inducement  to  stain  mj  vera—*":  were  lew^ 
prone  to  that  infamous  vice,  as  Brigadier  Conway  infbnH  ■ 
ho  had  justified  tbc  charge. 

"  I  can  scarce  credit  my  senses,  when  I  read  Uie  | 
in  which  yon  rFqn<?Kt  an  extract  from  a  priratc  letter,  whii 
fallen  under  my  ob»<crvatioD.     I  hava  been  indiscreet,  mg'* 
but  be  atturtd  I  wiil  not  b»  diiktmorabte." 

This  commnnicattou  of  Lord  Stirling,  Wilkinaoo^mM' 
first  intimation  he  had  received  of  his  beiog  impUeatoi  ii  * 
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diiclosuro  of  Conwaj's  letter.  When  he  was  subsequently  on 
kii  vay  to  Yorktown  to  enter  upon  his  duties  as  secretary  of  the 
Board  of  War,  he  learnt  at  Lancaster  that  (jcneral  Gates  had 
dcttmaced  him  as  the  betrayer  of  that  letter,  and  had  spoken  of 
\m  m  the  grossest  language. 

" I  was  shocked  by  this  information/^  writes  he ;  "I  had 
Bcrificcd  mj  lineal  rank  at  General  Gates's  rct^uest ;  I  had  served 
Un  with  seal  and  fidelity,  of  which  he  posscsssed  the  strongest 
cndenoe;  yet  ho  had  condemned  me  unheard  for  an  act  of  which 
1  vu  perfectly  innocent,  and  against  which  every  feeling  of  my 
«wl  KToltcd  with  horror.  •  •  •  •  j  worshipped  honor  as 
tbe  jewel  of  my  soul,  and  did  not  pause  for  the  course  to  be  pur- 
eed; but  I  owed  it  to  disparity  of  years  and  rank,  to  former 
<<MU)eetion  and  the  affections  of  my  own  breast,  to  drain  the  cup 
^  conciliation  and  seek  an  explanation." 

Tlie  result  of  these,  and  other  considerations,  expressed  with 
^grandiloquence  on  which  Wilkinson  evidently  prided  himself, 
*u  a  letter  to  Gates,  reminding  him  of  the  zeal  and  devotion 
*ith'which  he  had  uniformly  asserted  and  maintained  his  cause; 
''hitfiir,"  adds  he,  "  in  spite  of  every  consideration,  you  have 
*Hnded  my  honor,  and  must  make  acknowledgment  or  satisfac- 
*»a  for  the  injury." 

'^  In  connderation  of  our  past  connection,  I  descend  to  that 

^^P^tion  with  you  which  I  should  have  denied  any  other  man. 

^coelosed  letters  unmask  the  villain  and  evince  my  innocence. 

My  lord  ihall  bleed  for  his  conduct,  but  it  is  proper  I  Orst  see 
jot." 

^  letters  eneloeed  were  those  between  him  and  Lord  Stir- 
*%  Ae  expoBition  of  which  he  alleges  ought  to  acquit  him  of 
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a  iotantiott,  and  stamp  the  repwt  <if  hia  lorddup  to  < 
WuhiDgtiB  'with  pklpftbleblsdiood. 

Gates  wntes  WwSy  in  reply.  "Sir, — The  fbUowtng 
of  a  letter  froin  General  Wuhington  to  mc  will  ibo«  jmb 
jonT  honor  has  becu  called  id  qaeatiou ;  which  ia  >U  llie  tfjUf 
'  tion  neoenar;  upoD  that  mailer;  aoj  other  satis&eHoii ]«■ 


Then  fidlowed  the  ettnets  giving  the  informatioD  < 
eated  b;  Wilkioaaa  to  Uajor  Mo  Williams,  Lord  SurliDs'iiil 
de-ouDp. 

"  After  leadiDg  the  whole  of  the  abore  extniel,"  addi  On 
"I  am  astouiiibed,  if  jou  really  gave  Major  McWilUuui 
informatioD,  how  you  could  intimate  to  me  that  it  wu  ^ 
Colonel  Troup  had  conwntd  with  Colonel  HamtlloD  tp>> 
■ubjeot  of  Geueral  Conway'e  letter." 

Aeeording  to  WiUtinson'a  utory  he  now  proceeded  to  li 
town,  purpoecly  arriviog  in  the  Iwitight,  to  escape  olaemi 
There  he  met  with  an  old  comrade,  Captain  Stoddart,  iW* 
to  him  his  wrongs,  and  requested  him  to  be  the  beam  <f  Wi 
lage  to  General  Gatca.  Stoddart  refused ;  and  waincdUi 
he  was  running  headlong  to  destruction :  "  bat  nun,"  tta 
Wilkinson,  "  had  no  terrors  for  an  ardent  yonng  man,  wbap 
his  honor  a  thousand  fold  more  than  his  life,  and  who  nd 
to  hazard  his  eternal  happiuesa  in  its  defence." 

He  aeoidoDtally  met  with  another  militaiy  friend,  LicnW 
colonel  Ball,  of  the  Yirginia  line,  "  whose  spirit  was  u  wit, 
dent  as  his  fortune."  He  willingly  became  bearer  of  lh>  n 
ing  note  from  Wilkinson  to  General  Gates : 

"  Sir, — I  have  discharged  my  dntj  to  yoa,  and  to  19 
fdenoe ;  meet  me  to-morrow  morning  behind  the  Englafc  ^ 
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1 1  till  tbcrt!  atipulntu  the  tatisdctjon  whivli  you  Luvc  prom- 

llOpTUll,''  &c. 

Colotwl  Ball  was  reccired  with  complaisADce  hy  the  gencraL 
e  ncflJDg  was  fixed  for  eight  o'clock  io  the  uioruing,  with 

-At  the  appointed  time  WiUtinson  and  his  second,  having  pnt 
ir  srtns  in  order,  were  about  to  aally  forth,  when  Captain 
■iiiin  made  his  appcarancp,  and  iufurnied  Wilkinson  that 
ittdmircd  (o  speak  with  him.     Where  ? — In  the  street  near 

<loOT.— "  The  surprise  robbed  me  of  circumspeetion,"  con- 
ies WilkiDMD-  ''  I  rci|uested  Colonel  Ball  to  halt,  and  ful- 
*i  Captain  Stoddart.  I  found  Geueral  Gates  unarmed  and 
K,ud  WIS  received  with  Icridcmcsa  but  manifest  enibarrag,s- 
■I;  be  asked  me  to  walk,  turned  into  a  back  Btrcct,  and  wo 
in  sileuce  till  we  parsed  the  buildings,  when  he  burst 
I  lean,  rook  nic  b;  the  hand,  and  asked  me  '  bow  I  could 
ik  bo  wished  to  injure  roe  ?  '  I  was  too  deeply  affected  to 
rt,  and  he  relieved  my  embarrassment  by  toctinuing :  '  I 
ireynu  !  it  is  iupossiblc.     I  should  as  soon  think  of  injuring 

own  child,'  This  langungc,"  obserres  WilkioKon,  "  not  only 
>rHiL>d  me,  but  awakened  all  my  confidence  and  nil  my  tcnder- 
L    I  was  silent ;  and  lie  added,  '  Besides,  there  was  do  cause 

iojoring  you,  aa  Conway  aeknowledged  his  letter,  and  has 
K  uid  much  harder  things  to  Washington's  face.' 
*  Such  language  left  mo  nothing  to  require,"  continues  Wil- 
■OQ.  ■■  it  was  satisfactory  hcyonil  expcctatiau,  and  rendered 
I  more  than  content.  I  was  flattered  nnd  pleased;  and  if  a 
*i  fcnaa  bad  doubted  the  sincerity  of  the  explauatioo,  I  would 
n  ianlted  bim." 

A  qhtBge  foon  came  over  the  spirit  of  this  maudVm  accub. 
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Wilkinson  attended  as  scerctaryat  the  War  Ofioe.  ^  M7  nag 
tion  from  the  president,  General  Gktea,*'  writea  he,  "  did  aoi 
oorreflpond  with  his  recent  professions;  he  was  eiril,  bat  bmly 
so,  aiid  I  was  at  a  loss  to  account  for  hu  ooldnessi  jet  hsd  afl 
suspicion  of  his  insincerity." 

AVilkinsou  soon  found  his  situation  at  the  Board  of  Wtf 
uncomfortable ;  and  after  the  lapse  of  a  few  days  set  out  kn 
Valley  Forge.  On  his  way  thither  he  met  Washington'!  old 
friend,  Dr.  Craik,  and  learnt  from  him  that  his  promotion  to  thi 
rank  of  brigadier-general  by  brevet|  had  been  remonstrated  sgiiMl 
to  Congress  by  forty-seven  colonels.  He  therefore  sent  is  Ul 
resignation,  not  wishing,  he  said,  to  hold  it,  unless  he  could  IHI 
it  to  the  honor  and  advantage  of  his  country ;  "  and  this  condneti' 
adds  he,  ^'  however  repugnant  to  fashionable  ambition,  I  fo^ 
consistent  with  those  principles  in  which  I  early  drew  my  fff<trd 
iu  the  present  contest." 

At  Lancaster,  AVilkinson,  recollecting  his  resolve  that  I^rd 
Stirling  **  should  bleed  for  his  conduct,"  requested  his  fnoi 
Colonel  Moylan,  to  deliver  a  **  peremptory  message  '*  to  hit  lord- 
Fhip.  The  col  tncl  considered  the  measure  rather  prccipitit^ 
and  suggested  that  a  suitable  acknowledgment  from  his  lordAV 
inould  be  a  more  satisfactory  reparation  of  the  wrong  than  aaacf* 
lice  of  the  life  of  either  of  the  parties.  **  There  is  not  in  the  li^ 
range  of  my  friends,  acquaintance,  and  I  might  add,  in  the  tf^ 
verse,"  exclaims  Wilkinson,  '*  a  man  of  more  sublimated  KSt* 
ment,  or  who  combined  with  sound  discretion  a  more  punctilifliv 
sense  of  honor,  than  Colonel  Moylan."  Taking  the  oelond^ 
advice,  therefore,  he  moderated  his  peremptory  message  to  ^ 
following  note  :  "  My  Lord, — The  propriety  or  impropriety  ^ 
your  communicating  to  his  excellency  any  oiroumstaaoe  wUo 
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■ed  It  jonr  lordship's  board  nt  Rending,  I  leave  to  be  det«r- 
irf  Ij  jouf  own  feelings  and  the  juJgment  of  the  public ;  but 
i&ir  bus  eveiitualljr  induced  reflections  on  my  integrity, 
l«wted  duty  I  owe  mj  honor  obliges  inc  to  request  from  your 
feiiip'*  hand,  that  the  conyersation  which  you  have  publisheJ 
■ni  in  a  privafe  company  during  a  convivial  hour." 
Hit  lordaliip  acoordingly  gave  it  under  his  hand,  that  the 
nb  pissed  onder  such  circumstances,  but  under  no  injunction 
►necy.  Whereupon  Wilkioeon's  irritable  but  easily  pacified 
Br  vu  ftppeased,  and  his  sword  slept  in  its  sheath. 
Al  Valley  Forge  Wilkiosoa  had  an  intorview  with  Washing- 

I  in  which  tbo  subject  of  General  Conway's  letter  was  dtx- 
wd,  tnd  the  whole  correspondence  between  Gates  and  tbo 
ttaader- in-chief  laid  before  him. 

"This  eiposition,"  writes  Wilkinson,  "unfolded  to  mc  a 
Mof  perfidy  and  duplicity  of  which  I  had  no  suspicion."  It 
»  from  hira  the  following  letter  ta  Washington,  dated  March 
4.  "  I  beg  yon  to  receive  the  grateful  homage  of  a  sensible 
"  for  your  condescension  in  exposing  to  me  General  Gates's 
•ttw,  which  unmask  hia  artifices  and  efforts  to  ruin  me.  The 
itioiiy  of  the  information  received  through  Lord  Stirling 
■Hunt  confirm,  as  I  solemnly  assure  your  Excellency  I  do  not 
•ttiber  the  conversation  which  passed  on  that  occasion,  nor 

I I  Ktotlcct  particular  passages  of  thut  letter,  as  I  had  but  a 
■ffj  view  of  it  at  a  late  hour.  However,  I  so  well  remember 
ipneril  t«iior,  that,  although  General  Gates  has  pledged  bis 
ri  itwu  a  wicked  and  malicious  forgery,  I  will  Etake  my 
ptUtion,  if  ihe  genuine  letter  is  produced,  that  words  to  the 
»  eftct  will  appear." 
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A  /cw  days  afterwardfl,  Wilkiiucm  addrMwd  the  fblkvi^ 
letter  to  the  President  of  Congren. 

*'  Sir, — While  I  make  my  acknowledgmenta  to  Congra^b 
the  appointment  of  sceretary  to  the  Board  of  War  and  Ord 
nance,  I  am  sorry  I  should  be  constrained  to  reaign  that  ofiea 
but,  after  the  acts  of  treachery  and  falsehood  in  which  I  ktvi 
detected  Major-general  Gates,  the  president  of  that  board,  ii  i 
impossible  for  me  to  reconcile  it  to  my  honor  to  fare  fill 
him."  • 

After  recording  this  letter  in  his  Memoirs,  Wilkinson  aJfa' 
''  I  had  previously  resigned  my  brevet  of  brigadier-genenl,  oi 
grounds  of  patriotism ;  but  I  still  retained  my  commissioD  of 
colonel,  which  was  never  to  my  knowledge  revoked;  yet  thi 
dominant  influence  of  General  Gates,  and  the  feuds,  and  &ettoitf 
and  intrigues  which  prevailed  in  Congress  and  in  the  armj  w 
that  day,  threw  me  out  of  employ." — There  we  shall  leave  hiisi 
it  was  a  kind  of  retirement  which  we  apprehend  he  had  riehl] 
merited,  and  we  doubt  whether  his  country  would  have  bea  tin 
loser  had  he  been  left  to  enjoy  it  for  the  remainder  of  his  dajs- 

Throughout  all  the  intrigues  and  manoeuvres  of  the  ciM ' 
part  of  which  we  have  laid  before  the  reader,  Washington  b>^ 
conducted  himself  with  calmness  and  self-command,  speaking  ^ 
the  subject  to  no  one  but  a  very  few  of  his  friends ;  ks^ ' 
knowledge  of  those  internal  dissensions  should  injure  the  serne^ 

In  a  letter  to  Patrick  Henry  he  gives  his  dosing  obserntioot 
concerning  them.  "  I  cannot  precisely  mark  the  extent  of  ^ 
views ;  but  it  appeared  in  general,  that  General  Gates  wu  to  b 

*  Wilkinson's  Memoirs,  vol  L  |k  409, 
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ulMoa  tho  mtn  of  my  reputation  and  inSuence.     TiiU  I  am 

itWittd  to  My,  from  unileniable  facts  in  raj  own  poiiscsjiou, 

M  publications,  (he  evident  scope  of  which  could  not  be  niis- 

iia,  ini]   froii    private  detractions   industriously   circ-ulated, 

Mifflin,  it  is  commonly  supposed,  bore  the  second  part  in 

abil ;  and  General  Conway,  I  know,  was  a  very  active  aud 

bligttul  partisan  ;  but  I  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  their 

clilLiiioR^  have  recoiled  most  sensibly  upon  themselves." 

All  able  and  truthful  historian,  to  whose  researches  wc  are 

bdtibtccl  for  most  of  tbo  documcnia  concerning  the  cabal,  gives 

I  bia  opinion  that  there  is  not  sufficient  evidence  to  prove 

Donwrted   plan  of  action  or  any  fixed   design  among  the 

m:  a  few  aspiring  men  like  Gates  and  Mifflin,  might  have 

themselves  with  indefinite  hopes,  and  looked  forward  to 

tWge  as  promising  the  best  means  of  aiding  their  ambitious 

**i;  but  that  it  waa  not  probable  ihey  had  united  in  any  clear 

'KiH  purpose,* 

Tb«8«  observations  iire  made  with  that  author's  usual  candor 

d^udpnent;  yet,  wanting  as  the  iotrigucs  of  the  cabal  might 

'  ia  plan  or  fixed  design,  they  were  fraught  with  mischief  to  tbo 

we  wrvico,  inspiring  doubts  of  its  commanders  and  seeking  to 

wole  ibcni  to  desperate  enterprisce.     They  harassed  Waahing- 

1  >D  the  latter  part  of  his  campaign  ;  contributed  to  the  dark 

M  that  hung  over  his  gloomy  eocampment  at  Valley  Forge, 

Q  ought  bare  effected  his  downfall,  had  he  been  more  irascible 

bit  temper,  more  at  the  mercy  of  impulse,  aud  less  firmly  fixed 

lb«  affectiona  of  the  people.     As  it  was,  they  only  tended  to 

•  3fnU  Wiicinp  of  WMtington.    Vol.  ».  App«:idii— ffhara  tLare  1*  a 
>IH-  ItL — 15* 
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dunr  wherMB  Uf  hia  aorest  strength.    Jealooa  rinbh 
|Mr«  in  the  irraj,  bitter  eaemies  in   CoogrcM,  Imt  the  t 
loTed  him,  wd  the  Urge  heut  of  the  nation  klwkjs  beat  tr 
him.* 

KOTE. 

Tbe  fiiDtnriag  uecdotc  ef  tlM  Ula  Gomnor  Jaj,  ana  of  onr  foMI  ■ 
moM  iUnMrioiu  lUtvimen,  ii  rurniabed  to  m  bj  lui  nn  Jodga  Jij  :- 

"  Sboctlj  b«fon  the  dratb  oT  John  AduDi  I  wu  ■' 
fatlwr,  ooDT«niiig  about  tbs  Amfrieui   RcTolation.    Sadd«n|;h>  ■ 
'  Ah,  Williud  I  th?  biMon  of  thmt  Itcrolutioii  will  nanr  be  k 
DOW  allTe  knows  it  but  John  Aduni  and  mjttIL'    Satptfaid  at  ■ 
r>({on,Iuked  liimlawUthtnfivnd?     Ue  WaOjrnpBai  'Th^ 
ingi  of  the  old  Congrew.'    Again  I  inquired,  '  Wliat  pncaadingiT' 
■wered,  'Thon  iguou  WuhiDfctoo;  fimn  tint  to  laat  there  wb»b  nartli 
pirtjr  a^init  him.'"     A*  the  old  Coii(rT«u  alway*  nt   urith 
public  koew  no  mora  of  what  pi  wed  wilbin  than  what  it  w 
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*^xo  the  winter's  encampment  in  Valley  Forge,  Washington 
■rioloQBly  applied  himself  to  the  formation  of  a  new  system  for  the 
^'^J.  At  his  earnest  solicitation  Congress  appointed  a  committee 
^(iTe,  called  the  Committee  of  Arrangement,  to  repair  to  the  camp 
^  usist  him  in  the  task.*  Before  their  arrival  he  had  collected 
^^  written  opinions  and  suggestions  of  his  officers  on  the  subject, 
^  from  these,  and  his  own  observations  and  experience,  had  pre- 
P^  ft  document  exhibiting  the  actual  state  of  the  army,  the  dc- 
*^  of  previous  systems,  and  the  alterations  and  reforms  that  were 
^^^casary.  The  committee  remained  three  months  with  him  iii 
^Pt  and  then  made  a  report  to  Congress  founded  on  his  statc- 
^t  The  reforms  therein  recommended  were  generally  adopted. 
vD  one  point,  however,  there  was  much  debate.     Washington 

*  Names  of  the  oommittee — General  Reed,  Nathaniel  Folsom,  Francis 
1^  Chariea  Cainin»  and  Goavemeiir  Morris. 
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lud  nrgcd  that  the  pay  of  the  officers  was  iDsafficicDl  fnrtw 
decent  subBlstcnce,  especially  during  ihe  Mtaal  dcpreebliHrf 
the  ourrenc; ;  and  that  numj  resignations  were  tho  ooi 
He  recommended  not  only  that  their  paj  abonld  be 
but  that  there  should  be  a  proTisioo  for  their  fatore  NppMtll 
half  pay  and  a  pensionary  eetabliahment ;  so  as  to 
from  being  absolutely  impoveriahed  in  the  aerricoof  thetri 

Thia  last'  rvcoramcndation  had  to  encounter  a  great 
of  the  army  on  the  part  of  Gongrcaa,  and  all  that  Wa^q^ 
could  .effect  by  Btrenuons  and  unremitted  ezertioos,  was  ■  Indi 
compromise,  according  to  vhich  officers  were  to  receive  blf  f^ 
fur  seven  yesra  after  the  war,  and  non-oommisBioned  offiomi 
privates  eighty  dollars  each. 

The  reform']  adopted  were  slow  in  going  into  opeiatioa  U 
the  mean  time,  the  distresses  of  the  army  oontioued  to  incra 
The  aarrounding  coontry  for  a  great  distanoe  was  eihaubd,! 
had  the  appearance  of  having  been  pillaged.  la  eooe  fb 
where  the  inhabitants  had  provisions  and  cattle  they  doic' I 
intending  to  take  tiicm  to  Philadelphia,  where  they  eonld  nl 
greater  prices.  The  undistorbcd  communication  with  t\* 
had  corrupted  the  minds  of  the  people  in  its  Ticinage.  " 
State  is  eiok  even  unto  the  death,"  said  Gouvemeur  Menu 

The  parties  sent  out  to  forage  too  often  returned  Mf^ 
handed.  "For  some  days  past  there  has  been  little  leu tkut, 
famine  in  the  camp,"  writes  Washington,  on  one  occasion.  '*  ^ 
part  of  the  army  has  been  a  week  without  any  kind  of  ifA,  ■* ' 
■  the  rest  three  or  four  days.  Naked  and  t tarving  as  they  <i*t  * 
cannot  enough  admire  the  incomparable  patience  and  &Mi9*' 
the  soldiery,  that  they  have  not  been,  ere  this,  excited  I7  ■■ 
mifiertng  to  &  gouonl  mntinj  and  desertion.** 
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«e,  in  their  report,  declared  tlint  tlie  iroot  of 

A  Um  Urea  of  manj  vT  the  troops,    "  Unprovided  with 

(nr  matfimla  to  rsise  tbeni  from  tlio  cold  and  wet  cartli,  siuk- 

■  ind  mortality  littve   spread   through  thoir  i|u»rtera  in  un 

niihing  degrca     Nothing  can  equal  their  tsuffcringti,  except 

Iptliencc  imd  fortltuda  with  which  the  futhful  part  of  tho 

If  endure  them."     A  Britii^h  historian  cites  as  a  proof  of  tho 

tt tMFDdcncy  of  Washington  over  his  "raw  and  undisclpliucd 

ifi."  that  so  many  remained  with  him  throughout  Uio  wiotcr, 

ftii  vratehcd  situation  aud  still  more  wretched  plight;  almost 

tti,  often  on  short  allowance,  witli  great  eickncsi^  aud  inorlul- 

^1  ind  a  Efarcity  of  medicines,  their  horses  perishing  by  liuu- 

nii  Fnim  buoger  aud  the  severity  of  tho  season. 

He  gi*cfl  a  striking  picturo  of  the  indolcuce  and  luxury  which 

i  at  the  same  time  in  the  British  anny  in  Phitadelphia. 

tn  imc,  Hw  investment  of  the  city  by  the  Americana  rendered 

1  dear  and  fncl  scanty;  but  the  consequent  prirations 

>  fult  hy  the  inhabitants,  not  by  iheir  invaders.     The  latter 

Mled  as  if  In  a  conquered  place.     Private  houses  were  occu- 

•i  trilhout  rendering  compensation  ;  the  ofBcers  were  quartered 

lAe  principal  inhabitants,  many  of  whom  were  of  the  Society 

"Frieiids; "  some  even  transgressed  so  {at  against  propriety 

>  intnidacc  their  mistresses  into  the  quarters  thus  opprcs- 

;  obtained.     The  quiet  habits  of  tlie  city  were  outraged  by 

>4iitolulv  habits  of  a  camp.     Gaming  prevailed  to  u  fihamelees 

■    A  foreign  otSecr  kept  a  faro  bunk,  at  which  he  made  a 

C  and  some  of  the  young  offieera  rained  theuiBclvcs. 

"During  the  whole  of  this  long  winter  of  riot  and  disaipa- 

i"  Mutioues  ihe  same  writer,  "  Wnjihington  was  suffi^ri-d  to 

■in  Uuliftturbiid  at  Vulluy  Forge,  with  au  ariuy  not  cxteuding 
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fivo  thousand  effectiva  ami ;  sad  hu  iMiinn  flraMS  vf  aai  i^iB- 
movable  A  noctamal  Attuk  aught  ham  fbnad  Ua  t*  •' 
duudranUgeons  action  or  oompdled  faiM  to  a  diMatooH  lalu— t^ 
leaving  behind  him  his  Biek,  eanaoa,  ammanition  md  haarj  ^i^tf 
gage.  It  might  have  opened  the  waj  fur  nifipliai  to  tbi  n^^r 
and  ehaken  off  the  lethargy  of  the  Britiah  anaj.  la  a  aerAs** 
adiii  he,  "  had  Oenerol  Howe  led  on  hia  troopi  to  actioo,  ■nttm^T 
was  in  bis  power  and  conquest  in  hia  train."  * 

Without  assenting  to  the  probahilitj  of  waah  a  raolt,  it  i* 
certain  that  the  annv  for  a  part  of  the  winter,  white  it  hi^w 
Philadelphia  in  siege,  was  in  as  perilons  a  ntoatioB  as  that  whS^B 
kept  a  bold  front  before  Boston,  withont  nDUBBnitioa  to  serre  B-'" 
oannoD. 

On  one  occasion  there  was  a  flnrr;  at  tho  most  adranced  y»^^ 
where  Captain  Henrjr  Leo  (Light-horse  Harry)  with  a  few  of  K»** 
trcinpa  was  stationed.  Ho  had  mado  himself  fbrmidahle  to  t^.'B'^ 
enenij  hj  harassing  their  foraging  parties.  An  attempt  W^** 
made  to  surprise  him.  A  party  of  about  two  hundred  dngooc^^'^ 
taking  B  circuitous  route  in  the  night,  eame  upon  him  by  da-.^^' 
bri'uk.  Ho  had  but  a  fuw  men  with  hint  at  tho  time,  and  toC^ 
post  in  a  large  store-house.  Hia  scanty  force  did  not  allow 
soldier  for  each  window.  The  dragoons  attempted  to  fiiiee  tbec-'' 
way  into  tho  house.  There  was  a  warm  contest.  The  dragoo^:*' 
were  bravely  repulsed,  and  sheered  off;  leaving  two  killed  um^ 
fiinr  wounded.  "  So  well  directed  was  the  omtoution,"  wril^J** 
Lee  to  Washington,  "  that  we  drove  them  from  the  stable^  uv-^' 
saved  every  horse.  We  have  got  tho  arms,  some  oloaka,  fta,  (^^ 
theiT  wounded.     The  enterprise  was  certunly  daring  thn^i  tl»^ 
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issue  of  it  very  ignominioiis.     I  had  not  a  soldier  for  each  win- 
dow." 

Washington,  whose  heart  evidently  warmed  more  and  more  to 

this  yonng  Virginian  officer,  the  8on  of  his  *'  lowland  beauty,"  not 

content  with  noticing  his  exploit  in  general  orders,  wrote  a  note 

to   him  on  the  subject,  expressed  with  unusual  familiarity  and 

**nntk     "  My  dear  Lee,"  writes  he,  "  although  I  have  given 

yoQ  my  thanks  in  the  general  orders  of  this  day,  for  the  late 

instaiioe  of  your  gallant  behavior,  I  cannot  resist  the  inclination 

^  feci  to  repeat  them  again  in  this  manner.     I  needed  no  fresh 

P''<H>f  of  your  merit  to  bear  you  in  remembrance.     I  waited  only 

^^^  the  proper  time  and  season  to  show  it ;  those  I  hope  are  not 

^r  ofll     •     •     •     Offer  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  whole  of  your 

pliant  party,  and  assure  them,  that  no  one  felt  pleasure  more 

■^tisibly,  or  rejoiced  more  sincerely  for  your  and  their  escape, 

^■**ii  your  affectionate,"  &o. 

In  effect,  Washington  not  long  afterwards  strongly  recom- 
mended Lee  for  the  command  of  two  troops  of  horse,  with  the 
'^^  of  major,  to  act  as  an  independent  partisan  corps.  "  His 
^i^ins,"  observes  he,  '*  particularly  adapts  him  to  a  command  of 
^^  nature ;  and  it  will  be  the  most  agreeable  to  him  of  any  sta- 
**on  in  whioh  he  could  be  placed."  ^ 

It  was  a  high  gratification  to  Washington  when  Congress 
m^de  this  appointment ;  accompanying  it  with  encomiums  on  Leo 
^  ^  brave  and  prudent  officer,  who  had  rendered  essential  service 
^  the  country,  and  acquired  distinguished  honor  to  himself  and 
^  corps  he  commanded. 

About  the  time  that  Washington  was  gladdened  by  tho 
C^Usntiy  and  good  fortune  of  "  Light-horse  Harry,"  ho  received 
^^tttfirom  another  Lee,  the  captive  general,  still  in  the  handi 


*  I  k»T*  tlw  wtnmgtM  f 

JOB  vill  iUn««(  jovictf  i 

vel&K^    I  ihUk  It  mj  imy  to  I 

mmA  bettend.     It  b  low  tra  4ij>  dnt  I  no  aa  mjrjNVck.     '   ] 

lkT«ifaefaUlilMrtrrftkedtja^itoti«ha;  kn  hotMi  ■>  >»J  I 

wmmJ  fuwaktd  by  Sir  Hcny  CUDtoa  a^  Q«ural  Bab*'*'  1 

n«;amlodged  wiilitvo<ftfae«Uc«aMlmnnestfrindiIh«««  j 

m  tke  world,  Col«od  B«ikr  wd  Ciilosd  Disn^  of  tin  (aHjr-  ] 

■MOBd  rcpaeut      la  Jtort,  aj  Kta 

■omJbrtaUe  ud  pltawni  a«  poiwMe,  toe  a  man  who  ia  in   **7   1 

mt  a  puancr." 

Wnihingtiw,  in  re|dj,  czprMwd  bu  ntubetitm  at  Inmi^K 
tbat  b«  w«s  rcknaed  from  coofinemnt,  and  penutl«d  ua»*'9 
ntdnlgences.  "  Yon  nuj  rest  ■Kaied,"  adda  ba,  "  that  I  €bi» 
myself  r«r;  mncb  intensted  in  jroor  vcUan,  and  that  ar^*? 
Bzertion  baa  been  naed  on  mj  part  to  e&et  jonr  «zd>ang&  STb** 
I  hara  not  been  able  to  aCGmnpliah.  Howerar,  fron  tba  letft^" 
wbidi  have  lately  pamed  between  Sit  William  Howa  and  my^O^ 
npon  Uie  aubjeot  of  pmoocra,  I  am  anthoiuad  to  ezpoot  ttat  7^"* 
will  Tetnm  in  a  few  days  to  yonr  frieoda  on  panla,  aa  H^y"*^ 
general  Prercott  will  be  aent  in  on  tbe  iimn  turn  fbr  tJ"* 
pnrpoee." 

Difficulties,  bowever,  atill  ooenired;  and  Qenanl  Laa  m^*^ 
Colonel  Ethan  Allen  wen  doomed  fbr  a  far  nontliB  kogir  *^^ 
•n&r  tho  annoyance  of  hope  deferred. 

The  embarkation  of  General  BttTgoyae  and  bia  troaf  tttt^ 
BoaUm,  became  alio  a  subject  of  diffienlty  and  delay ;  b  imf^ 
alleged  that  aome  itipolationa  of  the  treaty  of  anirotdar  bid  P^ 
oompliad  with.    After  aome  oorre^ondene^  and  diaooaifl^ 
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loWed  in  Ooogress  tliat  the  embarkation  should  be  sus- 
ntU  a  distinct  and  explicit  ratification  of  the  oonvention 
\  properly  notified  to  that  body  by  the  court  of  Great 
Bni^yno  subsequently  obtained  permission  for  his  own 
England  on  parole,  on  account  of  ill  health, 
e  month  of  February,  Mrs.  Washington  rejoined  the 
t  Valley  Forge,  and  took  up  her  residence  at  head- 

The  arrangements  consequent  to  her  arrival  bespeak 
[city  of  style  in  this  rude  encampment.  "  The  generaPs 
i  is  very  small,"  writes  she  to  a  friend  ;  "  he  has  had  a 
built  to  dine  in,  which  has  made  our  quarters  much 
rable  than  they  were  at  first" 

Stirling,  Mrs  Knox,  the  wife  of  the  general,  and  the 
»ther  of  the  officers  were  also  in  the  camp.  The  reforms 
omissariat  had  begun  to  operate.  Provisions  arrived  in 
die  quantities ;  supplies,  on  their  way  to  the  Philadel- 
ket  to  load  the  Britbh  tables,  were  intercepted  and 
into  the  hungry  camp  of  the  patriots ;  magazines  were 
k  Valley  Forge;  the  threatened  famine  was  averted; 
taged  war  "  gradually  relaxed  his  features,  and  affairs  in 
ipment  began  to  assume  a  more  cheering  aspect. 
$  latter  part  of  the  winter,  Washington  was  agreeably 

by  a  visit  from  his  old  and  highly  esteemed  friend, 
airfax.  That  gentleman,  although  he  disapproved  of 
ires  of  the  British  government  which  had  severed  the 
^m  the  mother  country,  was  still  firm  in  allegiance 
ng.  This  had  rendered  his  situation  uncomfortable 
I  former  intimates,  *who  were  generally  embarked  in  the 
»n.  He  had  resolved,  therefore,  to  go  to  England,  and 
lere  until  the  peace.     Washington,  who  knew  his  integ- 
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ritj  and  re^)ccted  his  oonsuientiDnsness,  rtotirti  Ua  •tHkrn 
mum  mrdUlitj  of  Rinncr  uid  happier  dsjrv;  for  iai 
brongbt  willi  him  recollectiims  always  d«ar  to  liis  heart,  of  H«l 
Vernon,  and  Bclvoir,  and  Virginia  Ufe,  and  tbe  pleasant  b 
of  the  Potobiac     As  Mr.  Fairfax  intended  to  embark  il  K 
ITork,  Waahington  furnished  him  wiUt  a  passport  to  thai  d 
Bctbg  arriTed  there,  the  conacienee  of  Mr.  Fsirfu  [ 
him  from   taking   tlie  oaths  prracribed,  which  be  feared  a 
sercr  him  from  his  wife  and  children,  and  he  obtained  penniM 
from  the  British   coramander  to  retom  to  them.     On  Lii  ^ 
home  be  revisited  Waahinglon,  aitd  the  IdndMsa  be  agusn 
cnccd  from  him,  so  different  from  the  harehncss  with  whid  nil 
hod  treated  bim,  drew  fn)in  him  a  grateful  letter  of  aekn 
meat  aft«r  be  had  arrived  in  Virginia. 

There  arc  times,"  said  he,  "  when  favors  oonferred  a 
greater  impression  than  at  others,  for,  though  I  hare  r 
many,  I  hope  I  have  not  been  unmindful  of  them ;  yet,  li 
time  jonr  popularitj  was  at  the  highest  and  mine  at  the  b 
and  when  it  is  so  comnion  for  men's  resentments  to  na  U 
against  those  who  differ  from  them  in  opinion,  jon  sfa< 
with  yonr  wonl«d  kindiicas  towards  me,  bos  affected  tne  b 
any  &vor  I  have  received ;  and  could  not  be  believed  by  mm)^ 
Now  York,  it  being  above  the  run  of  common  minds."  * 

Waahington,  in  reply,  expressed  himself  gratified  by  Ihsfli 
timents  of  his  letter,  and   confident  of  their  sineerity 
irieDdahip,"  added  he,  "  which  I  ever  profeeaed  aod  felt  fiir^ 


•  Biyon  F»irf»n  continued  (a  miie  in  Virginia  votSl  Lia  i 
b^pcnad  iu  1803,  >t  Mventy-Gn  yeui  of  age.  Ha  bacam*  p 
Bdrolr  lod  bdr  Ut  the  family  title,  bat  tha  Uttar  1m  tmm  aoan 
tb  latter  yMuicfbi*  lib  ba  waa  a  olatgyman  cf  tba  ^iMogal  ck 
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ao  diminntioD  from  ifae  diffcrenoe  in  our  politicsl  ecu- 
lou  I  kuow  tbe  rectitude  ofni;  own  inteolions,  and  believ- 
ID  ihe  ^nocrity  of  joure,  lunionltd,  though  I  did  not  coii- 
joat  rcDUDCiatiou  of  tLc  crccil  I  had  adopted.  Nor  do  I 
iny  pcrwrn  or  power  ought  lo  do  it,  whilst  your  conduct  la 
in  the  gcacral  interest  of  the  people  and  tbe  meaauns 
lut  parsiUDg ;  tbe  latler,  that  is  our  actiona,  depi'Dding  upon 
■l'<9,  my  be  controlled;  while  tbe  powers  of  tliiuking, 
iuiittg  in  higher  causes,  cniiaot  always  be  luouldcd  to  our 

IHia  mool  important  arrival  in  llio  camp  was  Hint  of  ibo 
Ml  Slcubeii,  towards  the  latter  part  of  F-'bruary.  He  woa  n 
ncd  coldier  from  the  old  battlo  fields  of  Europe;  huv- 
tCTTcd  iu  the  sevea  years'  war,  booo  aide-de-camp  to  tbe 
t  Prrderick.  and  connected  with  tfac  quartennaatcr-gcncrarit 
Ilooora  had  been  heaped  upon  him  in  Germany, 
leaving  the  Prus)uaa  army  he  bad  been  grand  marshal  of 
AHirl  of  the  Prince  of  IIolKuzoUcm-IIccbingcn,  colonel  in 
itclc  of  j^iiabiu,  Uewtoo  ant-gen  oral  under  the  Prince  JIar- 
uf  Uadvn,  and  knigbt  of  tbe  Order  of  Fidelity  ;  acd  he  had 
■wd  Itbcrnl  offers  from  tbe  King  of  Sardinia  and  tbe  Emperor 
Mrio.  With  on  income  of  about  three  tboueand  dollars, 
rariung  from  rurious  appointments,  ho  was  living  plensniit- 
distiugalshcd  society  at  the  German  courts,  and  making 
oimI  vtiits  to  Paris,  when  be  wok  persuaded  by  tbe  Count 
.  Germain,  French  Minister  of  War,  and  others  of  tbe 
(b  e»binot,  to  come  out  to  America,  and  engage  in  the  cau^o 
Inro  preparing  to  befriend.  Their  object  was  to  secure  for 
icao  armies  the  services  of  on  officer  of  ciperienoe  and  a 
diwiplinaiian.     Through  their  [^r&uasiooa  he  resigned 
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Lis  Bennl  cficca,  aod  eame  out  *t  ftrtj-ci^  yeua  of  tp,» 
Boldter  of  Ibrtnnc,  to  the  rode  fighting  gitMnds  of  AtMrm,  )• 
aid  k  hdf-diicipliDcd  peoi^e  in  their  rtnggle  tor  liberty.  K* 
cerUint;  of  Nnmnenlion  wu  hdd  oat  to  him,  bat  then  ma; 
opportotilt;  far  acquiring  milituy  glor; ;  the  probKlnti^  of  tfr 
qiute  reward  ■honld  tiieyotiDg  refinblie  1»  Baooeasfol ;  andttti^ 
hinted  thmt,  at  all  events,  the  French  court  woold  not  mftr  Ita . 
to  be  a  loser.  As  his  memoK,  on  rengning  bis  oSees,  wen  «4 
Besumsrebsis  fttrDishcd  fiinds  for  hia  hnnedikto  expenm. 

The  heron  Lad  brought  strODg  Icttcn  fivm  Dr.  FmUii^ 
Mr.  Deano,  oar  envoys  st  Peris,  Mid  fhm  tbe  Coont  St  Oerwfc ' 
Lmnding  in  PortHmouth  in  New  Hsmpshirfi,  Dec  let,  he  hsdft^  i 
warded  copies  of  his  letters  to  WsRhington.  "  The  object  of  *] 
grunlest  ambition,"  writes  ho,  "  is  to  render  yonr  caontry  lU  lb 
Bcnice  in  my  powor,  and  to  descrro  the  title  of  a  c^ipsa of 
America  bjr  fighting  for  the  cause  of  yoar  liberty-  If  tbe  di*'* 
guishcd  ranks  in  which  I  haro  served  in  Earope  should  bt* 
obstacle,  I  had  rather  servo  under  ycrar  Excellency  as  a  n^ 
tecr,  than  to  be  an  object  of  discontent  among  such  deseni^ 
ofliccrs  as  have  already  dislinguiahed  themselves  among  you." 

"  I  would  say,  moreover,"  adds  he,  "  were  it  not  for  the  f^ 
of  offending  your  modesty,  that  your  Excellency  is  the  only  p^ 
sou  under  whom,  after  having  served  nnder  the  King  of  Pi*^ 
I  could  wish  to  pursue  an  art  to  wb^  I  haro  vhollj  gtM* 
myself  up." 

By  Washington's  direction,  the  baron  had  proceeded  dinrtW 
CoDgrosa.     Ilis  letters  procured  him  a  distinguished  nesfti* 
from  the  pre«dcnt.    A  committee  was  appointed  to  ooofcr  *>!■'. 
bim.     He  offered  his  services  as  a  volunteer :  making  no  «*"* 
^ioQ  for  rank  or  pay,  but  trusting,  should  he  prora  himadf  w^M 
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be  crowned  with  sncceBS,  he  would  be  indemniSod 
Hurifices  he  hud  mnde,  and  receive  snoh  further  coinpen- 
}f  he  might  be  thought  to  merit. 

[cnmmittec  having  made  their  report,  the  bitron's  proffered 
I  were  accepted  with  a  vote  of  thanlia  for  his  disintcrcst- 
pnd  he  was  ordered  to  join  the  army  at  Valley  Forge. 
piyi  in  its  ragged  condition  and  squalid  quarters,  prescnt- 
prry  aspect  to  a  strict  disciplinarian  from  Germany, 
Bed  to  the  order  and  appointments  of  European  camps ; 
liharoti  often  doL-lared,  that  under  such  circumslauees  no 
I  Europe  could  be  kept  together  for  n  single  month.  The 
pind  of  Steuben,  however,  made  every  allowance ;  and 
Hon  aoon  found  in  him  a  consummato  soldier,  free  from 
t  or  prett-nsion. 

Mvila  arising  from  a  want  of  uniformity  in  discipliuc  and 

Bes  throughout  the  army,  hnd  long  caused  Waahingtoa 

laweli  organised  inspeetorship.      He  knew  that  the  same 

|U  f«U  by  Congress.     Conway  had  been  appointed  to  that 

Bt  had  never  entered  upon  its  duties.     The   baron  ap- 

to  be  peculiarly  well  qualifiL'd  for  such  a  department ; 

[Ion   determined,  therefore,  to  set  on  foot  a  temporary 

Ri  of  the  kind.     Accordingly  he  proposed  to  the  barnn  to 

M  the  office  of  inspector-general.     The  latter  cheerfully 

Two  ranks  of  inspectors  were  appointed  under  him  ;  the 

iuspeot  brigades,  the  highest  to  superintend  several  of 

.mnng  the  inspectors  wo^  a  French  gentleman   of  the 

TermtDt,  chascn  not  only  for  his  intrinsic  merit  and 

but  on  account  of  his  being  well  versed  in  the  English 

u  the    Fr«ich  language,  which  made  )iim  a  neeeasary 

to  the  baron,  who,  at  times,  needed  au  interpreter.     The 
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gkllaat  Flmry,  to  whom  Congrcu  had  given  the  rent  anipji 
lioittouMit-tfoloDel,  «ttd  who  b«d  exercised  the  office  of  kide'Uil 
in  Fnwoe,  was  soon  sfter  employed  Ukewiae  u  an  inspecur. 

In  a  little  irhile  the  vbole  artay  was  nnder  drill ;  for  I  ffit 
part,  made  np  of  raw  mititia,  BOarcetj  knew  the  ntsDual  «aM 
Many  irf  the  officers,  loo,  knew  little  of  nia«eurriiig,  aud^h 
of  litem  had  much  to  learn.  The  baron  furnitihed  liiatob-iMf 
ton  with  written  ingtructions  relative  to  their  several  (mdk 
He  took  a  company  of  eoldiera  under  hb  itnmediale  truDiiigi 
after  be  had  sufficiently  schooled  it,  made  it  a  model  bt 
others,  exhibiticg  the  roanccaTrea  they  had  to  practise. 

It  was  a  vcvcre  task  at  first  for  the  aide-de-camp  of  the  Q 
Frederick  to  operate  upoa  such  raw  materials.  His  igDonim^ 
the  language,  too,  iucrcoscd  lite  difficulty,  where  maoctoim 
were  to  be  ci[>lained  or  rectified.  He  was  in  despair,  uo^aJ 
officer  of  a  New  York  regiment,  Captain  Walker,  who  ^ckij 
French,  stepped  forward  sudo&ercd  to  act  as  interpreter.  'BJj 
I  seen  an  angel  from  IIcaTen,"  says  the  baron,  "  I  could  doIM' 
been  more  rejoiced."  Ho  made  Walker  his  aide-de-omp,  >!' 
from  that  time,  had  him  alwara  at  band.  { 

For  a  time,  there  was  nothing  but  drills  throoghont  the  c*B)h 
then  gradually  came  evolutions  of  ei'ery  kind.  The  o&tat  Mt 
schooled  as  well  as  the  men.  The  troops,  says  a  perfoo  wbaW 
present  in  the  camp,  were  paraded  in  a  single  line  with  thwl- 
dered  arms;  every  officer  in  his  place.  The  baron  piistd  il 
&ont,  then  took  the  musket  of  each  soldier  in  baud,  to  <■ 
whether  it  was  clean  and  well  politihed,  and  examined  vbelk' 
the  men's  accoutrcmeuta  were  in  good  order. 

•  Vatliinglnn  to  tba  President  of  Cong.    SpariA  T.  SflL  1 
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H'  Wu  Mdly  worried  for  a  time  wilb  the  militia ;  espociolly 
ben  my  miuceuvrv  was  to  he  purforiuetl  Tlio  mcD  blundered 
I  tkif  uercJBC ;  the  baroo  blundered  in  his  English ;  his  Frcucb 
ti  Qttauai  were  of  no  avail ;  he  l«at  his  temper,  which  naa 
i™'  Wrm ;  swore  in  all  three  languages  at  oucc,  which  made 
K  Dialler  vorae,  and  at  leaglh  called  his  nidc  to  his  ossistuiicc ; 
'  lii'lp  bim  curse  the  blockheads,  as  it  was  pretended — but  uo 
»kl  Ui  explain  the  manccuTre." 

fitiil  the  grand  marshal  of  the  coort  of  EohenzollcrD  mingled 
u  the  Teteraa  soldier  of  Frederick,  aod  tempered  his  occaaioiiul 
»l)  of  impatience;  and  he  had  a  kind,  generous  heart,  that 
Baado  biui  a  favorite  with  the  men.  His  discipline  extended 
llieir  comforts.  Uo  inquired  into  their  treatment  by  the 
kn.  He  vxaoiioed  the  di>ctor'a  reports;  visited  the  sick ;  and 
'ibst  (hey  were  well  lodged  and  attended. 
Bv  Iras  an  example,  tw>,  of  the  regularity  and  system  ho 
Rsd.  One  of  the  most  alert  and  indefatigable  men  in  the 
If;  up  at  daybreak  if  not  before,  whenever  there  were  to  be 
tniporlanl  laaimuvres,  he  took  his  cup  of  cotTue  and  smoked 
pipe  while  his  serTant  dressed  his  hair,  and  by  sunrise  he  mis 

Iki  Mddle,  eif  nipped  at  alJ  points,  «ith  the  star  of  his  order  of 
>thood  gliiuring  on  bis  breast,  juid  was  off  to  the  parade, 
,  if  bhi  suite  were  not  ready  to  attend  bim. 
Ttie  itioug  good  sense  of  the  baron  was  evinced  in  the  manner 

*tieb  he  adapted  his  tacties  to  the  nature  of  the  army  and  the 
of  the  uountry,  instead  of  adhering  with  bigotry  to  the 

*  Ob  so*  oeCMion  having  exhatutcd  all  Iiii  Oennmn  and  Fnnch  oattu.  ha 
10  bl*  aide-d«-camp,  U>jor  Walker,  "  Viea   mou  ■ml  Walker — 
»  amL     Sacra —  Q —  dam  do  gaaeharie  of  deio  b«dBBt»— j«  n* 
B/tiuAwuWar,p.Ul. 
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Bjstems  of  Europe.  His  iDBtnictions  were  appreeiAtad  bj  iH 
The  officers  received  them  gladly  and  conformed  to  them.  Tlw 
mcu  soon  became  active  and  adroit  The  army  grmdoaUya^ 
quired  a  proper  organization,  and  began  to  operate  like  a  great 
machine;  and  Wasbington  found  in  the  baron  an  intelligent, 
disinterested,  tmthful  coadjutor,  well  worthy  of  the  badge  be 
wore  as  a  knight  of  the  Order  of  Fidelity. 

Another  great  satisfaction  to  Washington,  was  the  appoint- 
ment by  Congress  (March  3d)  of  Greene  to  the  office  of  quarter- 
master-general ;  still  retaining  his  rank  of  major-general  in  the 
army.  The  confusion  and  derangement  of  this  department  during 
the  late  campaign,  while  filled  by  General  Mifflin,  bad  been  a 
source  of  perpetual  embarrassment  That  officer,  however  ca- 
pable of  doing  his  duty,  was  hardly  ever  at  hand.  The  line  and 
the  staff  were  consequently  at  variance;  and  the  country  was 
plundered  in  a  way  sufficient  to  breed  a  civil  war  between  the 
staff  and  the  inhabitants.  Washington  was  often  obliged  to  do 
the  duties  of  the  office  himself,  until  he  declared  to  the  Committee 
of  Congress  that  "  he  would  stand  quartermaster  no  longer."  * 
Greene  undertook  the  office  with  reluctance,  and  agreed  to  per- 
form the  military  duties  of  it  without  compensation  for  the  space 
of  a  year.  He  found  it  in  great  disorder  and  confusion,  but,  by 
extraordinary  exertions  and  excellent  system,  so  arranged  it,  as 
to  put  the  army  in  a  condition  to  take  the  field  and  move  with 
rapidity  the  moment  it  should  be  required. f  The  favor  in  which 
Greene  stood  with  the  commander-in-chief,  was  a  continual  cause 
of  mean  jealousy  and  cavil  among  the  intriguing  and  the  envious; 


*  Correspondence  of  the  Revolution,  toL  iL  p.  274. 

t  WMhingtoo  to  Qree&e. —  Writingg  of  ITiuAiii^foii,  vol  viL  p.  162, 
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bat  it  arO0O  from  the  abundant  proofs  Washington  had  received 
in  times  of  trial  and  difficulty,  that  he  had  a  brave,  affectionate 
heart,  a  sound  head,  and  an  efficient  arm,  on  all  of  which  he  could 
thorooj^j  relj. 


TOL.  in.— 16 


CHAPTEB   XZXII 


POKTTFICATIOM   OF  THR    HPIJlOW      fMtlJBCl   TO 
— OBIKBAL  HOWK    FOftAOCt 

BOEDnnuwji — rLA3»  worn, 

VHUKB   WAAinSIOTOif's  CXnOIASID— DOWXrALL  OT 
OOSCCILUTOBT    BILLS — 8B!CT  TO  WASRI3IOT0X    BT 
■OLTKS  or  rOXOBBSB — LCTRB  OT  WASBIMOTOB  TO 
VALLKT   rOBOB — TUB  MttCHLLRZA. 

Tni  Highlands  of  the  HudsoD  had  been  careftdly  reoooDoitev^ 
in  the  course  of  the  winter  by  General  Putnam,  GoTemor  Cli*'^ 
ton,  his  brother  James,  and  several  others,  and  solweqiieBtl^ 
by  a  committee  from  the  New  York  Legislature,  to  determiiir 
upon  the  most  eligible  place  to  be  fortified.     West  Pmnt  vti 
ultimately  chosen :  and  Putnam  was  urged  by  Washingttm  to 
have  the  works  finished  as  soon  as  possible.     The  general  betng 
called  to  Connecticut  by  his  private  affiiirs,  and  being  involved  la 
an  inquiry  to  bo  made  into  the  loss  of  Forts  Montgomery  and 
Clinton,  Major-general  McDougall  was  ordered  to  the  Highlands, 
to  take  command  of  the  different  posts  in  that  department,  and  to 
press  forward  the  construction  of  the  works,  in  which  he  was  to 
be  assisted  by  Kosciuszko  as  engineer. 

Before  General  McDougalPs  arrival,  Brigadier-general  Panooa 
^%d  command  at  West  Point     A  letter  of  Washington  lo  the 
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iBto  an  enterpriBe  of  a  somewhat  romantic  character. 
i88  than  to  poance  upon  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and  carry 
>ner  firom  his  head-quarters  in  the  city  of  New  York. 
I  was  quartered  in  the  Kennedy  house  near  the  Bat- 
it  a  short  distance  from  the  Hudson.  His  situation 
lonely ;  most  of  the  houses  in  that  quarter  having 
ned  in  the  great  fire.  A  retired  way  led  from  it 
ick  yard  or  garden  to  the  river  bank ;  where  Green- 
txtends  at  present  The  idea  of  Washington  was,  that 
dng  party  should  embark  in  eight  or  ten  whale-boats 
2rry,  just  below  the  Highlands,  on  the  first  of  the  ebb, 

the  evening.  In  six  or  eight  hours,  with  change  of 
oats  might  be  rowed  under  the  shadows  of  the  wes- 
ind  approach  New  York  with  muffled  oars.  There 
ps  of  war  at  that  time  on  that  side  of  the  city;  all 
East  River.  The  officers  and  men  to  bo  employed  in 
se  were  to  be  dressed  in  red,  and  much  in  the  style 
;h  soldiery.  Having  captured  Sir  Henry,  they  might 
nr  swift  whale-boats  with  the  flood  tide,  or  a  party 
^ht  meet  them  at  Fort  Lee.  ^^  What  guards  may  be 
his  quarters,  I  cannot  say  with  precision,''  writes 
, ''  and  therefore  shall  not  add  any  thing  on  this  score. 

it  one  of  the  most  practicable,  and  surely  it  will  be 
most  desirable  and  honorable  things  imaginable  to 
.soner." 

srprise,  we  believe,  was  never  attempted.  Colonel 
I  said  to  have  paralyzed  it.  He  agreed  with  Wash- 
there  could  bo  little  doubt  of  its  success ;  "  but,  sir," 
lave  you  examined  the  consequences  of  it  ?  "  *^  In 
t  ?  "  asked  the  general     *'  Why,"  replied  Hamilton^ 


S64  undT^ 


^  we  shall  ralher  loie  thma  gain  by  rmorii^  Sir  Heuy  froa 

oommand  of  tlie  British  tfrnji  beeanaa  wa  parlbedy 

his  oharacter ;  and  by  taking  him  of  wa  only  maka  way  ftr 

other,  perhaps  an  abler  oSoer,  wboae  oharaelar  and 

we  hare  to  learn."    The  shrewd  saggeslioaa  of  Ua 

had  their  effeet  on  Washington,  and  Iba  prcjael  to  abdast  Br 

Henry  was  abandoned.* 

The  spring  opened  withont  any  material  allaratisn  ia 
dispositions  of  the  armiea.    Washington  at  one  tisM  eipefltsiiii 
attack  upon  his  oamp ;  bat  Sir  William  waa  deMeBt  ia  te 
necessary  enterprise ;  he  contented  himself  with  aendiiig  eat|Br- 
ties  which  foraged  the  snrronnding  conntry  tor  many  nilBi^  sbA 
scoured  part  of  the  Jerseys,  bringing  in  eonaiderabk  soffSa^    I 
ThcAc  forays  wero  in  some  instaneea  aeeompamed  by  vwla*    ^ 
excesses  and  needless  bloodshed;  the  more  nnjuatiiable^  ttthi{^ 
met  with  feeble  resistance,  especially  in  the  Jerseys,  where  it  vs^ 
difficult  to  assemble  militia  in  snfficient  (bree  to  oppose  then. 

Another  ravaging  party  ascended  the  Delaware  in  ilst4M^^ 
tomcd  boats  and  galleys ;  set  fire  to  public  storehonaes  ia  Bor^* 
dentowD  containiug  provisions  and  munitions  of  war ;  bornt  tw^ 
frigates,  several  privateers,  and  a  number  of  vessels  of  Tsriom 
classes,  some  of  them  laden  with  military  stores.     Had  the  armed 
vessels  been  sunk  according  to  the  earnest  advice  of  Washingtoa, 
the  greater  part  of  them  might  have  been  saved. 

A  circular  letter  was  sent  by  Washington  on  the  2(tth  to  all 
the  general  officers  in  camp,  requesting  their  opiniona  in  writiai^ 
which  of  three  plans  to  adopt  for  the  next  campaign :  to  attempt 
the  recovery  of  Philadelphia ;  to  transfer  the  war  to  tho  aorlk 

*  Wilkinfon*!  Memoin,  voL  L  p.  8SS. 
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i  mike  aa  attempt  on  New  York ;  or  to  ramain  qaiet  m  a  secure 
i  fortified  camp,  diaciplining  and  turangiog  the  army  until  the 
UK/ dwold  begin  tLeir  operatioiie;  then  to  be  governed  bj 

l<al  after  tiie  issue  of  this  circnla.r,  intelligence  received  from 
L%  showed  that  the  asceodcDcy  of  the  cabal  was  at  an  end. 
>;an>Mlulian  of  that  body  on  the  IStb,  Gntea  waa  directed  to 
Hume  the  command  of  the  Northern  department,  and  to  proceed 
"ttwith  to  Fisbkill  for  that  purpose.  He  was  iDvested  with 
ntn  for  completing  the  works  on  the  Hudson,  and  author- 
ti  lu  cany  on  operations  against  the  enemy  should  any  favor- 
Ue  oppQctuuity  offer,  for  which  purposes  he  might  call  for  tbo 
RiEcvra  aud  militia  of  New  York  and  the  Eastern  States  :  but 
•  vuuotlo  undertake  any  expedition  against  New  York  with- 
B  pWTiously  cDDsulting  the  com mander-in -chief.  AVoshington 
w  rnjuealed  to  nssi-nihle  a  council  of  major-generals  to  doter- 
Biie  upon  a  plan  of  operations,  and  Qatcs  and  MifHio,  by  a 
■^uonl  resulution,  were  ordered  to  attend  that  council.  Tliis 
fftngi-ment,  putting  Gates  under  Washington's  order,  evinced 
H  iiet«rmination  of  Congress  to  sustain  the  latter  in  his  proper 
B^fity. 

Wvhington  in  a  reply  to  the  President  of  Congress,  who  had 
wnned  him  of  this  arrangement,  mentioned  the  circular  ho  had 
W  iwiied.  "  There  is  not  a  moment  to  bo  delayed,"  observed 
^"informing  some  genera)  system,  and  I  only  wait  tho  arrival 
Generals  Gates  and  Mifflin  lo  summon  a  council  for  the  pur- 
K-  The  next  day  ('J4th)  he  addre&scd  a  letter  to  Gates, 
peitbg  liim,  should  he  not  find  it  inconvenient,  to  favor  him 
Ih  a  call  at  tbe  camp,  to  discuss  tlic  plan  of  operations  for  the 
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cuapMgB.     A  eimtUr  inviUtton  was  sent  bj  Um  U  ll3Ba; 
«TeiitDftlly  resnraed  his  sUtioo  is  tlte  line. 

And  here  vc  ma;  DOte  the  downfall  of  the  intrigniiig 
nal  who  hftd  givca  hia  D&me  to  the  now  eitiugui^ed 
CoDwaj,  mfter  the  depMiure  of  Xit&yett*  sad    De  Kilb 
Albuiy,  hsd  remained  but  a  short  tiioe  in  the  comnud 
hang  ordered  to  join  the  army  noder  G«oeral  McDoagiH, 
tioDed  at  FishkilL     Thence  he  wu  soon  ordered  back  to 
whereapon  he  wrote  an  impertinent  letter  to  ihe  VraUM^ 
Congress,  complainiag   that  li«  was   "boxed   about 
indecent  inanDer." 

"  What  is  the  meaning,"  demanded  he,  "  of  remOTii^  ne : 
the  Boene  of  action  oo  the  openiog  of  the  campaign?    I 
deserve  tb'a  burleNqne  disgrace,  and  my  honor  wiU  not  pe 
to  bear  iL"     In  a  word,  he  intimated  a  wirii  that  the 
would  make  his  resignation  acceptable  to  Congnua. 

To  bis  surprise  and  constcrnatioQ,  bis  resignatioQ  «m 
diatelj  aoceptcd.  He  instantly  wrote  to  tJie  president, 
that  his  meaniog  hod  beeu  misapprehended ;  and  aceoantiogtei 
bj  some  orthogrsphical  or  grammatical  fiuilts  in  his  letl«r,  m^ 
an  Irishman,  who  had  learnt  his  English  in  France.  "  I  ^* 
thoughts  of  resigning,"  adds  he,  "while  there  was  a  prwiW" 
firing  a  single  nbot,  and  especially  at  the  beginning  of  a 
which  in  my  opiaion  will  be  a  very  hot  one." 

All  his  efforts  to  get  reinstated  were  unavailing,  tboo^  ' 
went  to  Yorktown  to  make  them  id  person.  "Couwaj't 
ment  to  the  iuspcctorBbtp  of  the  army,  with  the  rank  <^  lui'^ 
gfneral,  after  he  had  insulted  tbe  eommaoder-in-diie^"  stav 
Wilkinson,  "  was  a  splenetic  mcasuro  of  a  majority  ef  Oaf 
as  fitctious  as  it  was  ill-judged." 
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Tbey  had  beeome  heartily  ashamed  of  it;  espectaUj  as  it  had 

ffored  nnirenaUy  unpopular.     The  office  of  inspeotor-gcneral 

vith  the  rank  of  major-general,  with  the  proper  pay  and  appoint- 

Bent9,  were,  at  Washington's  recommendation,  roted  by  them  on 

the  6th  of  May  to  Baron  Steuben,  who  had  already  performed 

the  daties  in  so  satisfactory  a  manner. 

The  capture  of  Burgoyne  and  his  army  was  now  operating 
vith  powerful  effect  on  the  cabinets  of  both  England  and  France. 
With  the  former  it  was  coupled  with  the  apprehension  that 
^^niwe  was  about  to  espouse  the  American  cause.  The  coiise- 
fKDoe  was  Lord  North^s  "  Conciliatory  Bills,'*  as  they  were 

NOTE. 

Ai  General  Conway  takes  no  farther  part  in  the  errats  of  thii  histoiT,  wo 
"■fl  Iwielij  diepom  of  him.  DisappoiDted  in  his  aims,  he  became  irritable  in 
■t  temper,  and  ofiensiTe  in  his  manuera,  and  frequently  indulged  in  acrimo- 
■OQt  bi^giiage  reapccting  the  commander-in-chief,  that  was  highly  resented  by 
w  OBJ.  In  oonseqnence  of  some  dispute  he  became  involved  in  a  duel  with 
wral  John  Cadwahider,  in  which  he  was  se\  ereiy  wounded.  Thinking  his 
^  Wnching,  ha  addresaed  the  following  penitential  letter  to  Washington. 

PiiiLADELPniA,  23  My,  1 778. 

'^  N-I  find  myself  jnst  able  to  hold  the  pen  during  a  few  minnte^  and 
"^e  dill  opportnnity  of  expressing  my  sincere  grief  for  having  done,  written, 
«iud  say  thing  disagreeable  to  your  Excellency.  My  career  will  soon  be 
""^i  therefore  justice  and  truth  prompt  me  to  declare  my  last  sentiments. 
'^  tre  ia  my  eyes  the  great  and  good  man.  May  you  long  enjoy  the  lovo, 
^"''^tioii,  and  esteem  of  these  States,  whoM  liberties  you  have  asserted  by 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  &c., 

TiioxAS  Conway. 

Cootnry  to  all  expectation,  he  recovered  from  his  wound ;  but,  finding 
'"^^  vithont  rank  in  the  army,  covered  with  public  opprobrium,  and  his 
^  Bane  become  a  byword,  he  abandoned  a  country  in  which  ho  had  di*- 
^"^^  UmseU^  and  embalmed  for  France  in  the  course  of  the  year. 


emlled,  Bobiutted  bj  hiu  lo  Parlkment,  and  puMJ  widk 
alight  Dppoaitioii.  OtM  of  UwM  Ulla  nguixtoA  Ux&tion  ii 
Amerioaii  ooloiuea,  in  a  maimer  iriiie^  it  waa  tnuted, 
obvutte  ererf  objectioa  The  other  aathorned  the 
of  oommiaBHUterB  clothed  with  powen  to  negotiate  with  tht  i 
iog  govenuDfents ;  to  proeUim  a  cessation  of  hostilities ;  to , 
pardona,  and  to  adopt  other  memanres  of  a  coaciliatory  tMob 

"  If  what  waa  now  proposed  was  a  right  measure,"  ol 
British  historian,  "  it  ought  to  hare  been  adopted  at  Itat 
before  the  sword  was  drawn ;  on  the  other  band,  if  the 
tlie  mother  country  over  her  oolonies  wers  oii^mXtj 
tjsnding  for,  the  strength  and  reaonroea  of  the  natioii  i 
BO  far  exhausted  as  to  justify  ministers  in  relinqoii 
without  a  further  Biruggle,"  * 

Intelligence  that  a  treaty  betweeu  France  and  the  Vi 
States  had  aclually  been  concladcd  at  Paris,  ioduced  the 
mioistcr  to  hurry  off  a  draft  of  the  bilU  to  Ameriea,  to 
the  effects  of  the  treaty  apon  the  public  mind.  Qeoerd 
caused  copies  of  it  to  be  printed  iu  New  York 
through  the  couotry.  He  sent  several  of  them  to  Geoeral  Ti 
ingtoii,  15th  April,  with  a  reijuest  that  they  should  be 
cated  to  the  officers  and  privates  of  his  army.  WasbingleB 
the  singular  impcrtineuce  of  the  request.  He  tratumiitdll 
to  CoDgress,  obserTiag  that  the  time  to  enterlato 
was  past.  "  Nothiug  short  of  iudcpcndcoce,  it  appears  to  iot|< 
possibly  do.  A  peace  on  other  terms  would,  if  I  may  be  lUoiw 
the  ezpressioii,  be  a  peace  of  war.  The  injuries  we  hare  itoam 
from  the  Brituih  nation  were  so  nnproToked,  and  hare  bafl 
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you  will  bo  instrumental  in  communicating  its  eontentSyio 
it  may  be  in  your  power,  to  the  persons  who  mre  the  objeeli 
operations.    The  benevolent  purpose  it  is  intended  to  tnsw 
I  persuade  myself,  sufficiently  recommend  it  to  your  eudoL 

am.  Sir,"  &c. 


The  tidings  of  the  capitulation  of  Bargoyne  had  been 
efficacious  in  quickening  the  action  of  the  French  cabinet 
negotiation's,  which  had  gone  on  so  slowly  as  almost  to  redncei 
commisfliouers  to  despair,  were  brought  to  a  happy 
and  on  the  2d  of  3Iay,  ten  days  after  the  passing  by  CoDgrai< 
the  resolves  just  cited,  a  messenger  arrived  express  from 
with  two  treaties,  one  of  amity  and  commerce,  the  other  d 
defensive  alliance,  signed  in  Paris  on  the  6th  of  Febmary  Ify  1 
GirarJ  on  the  part  of  France,  and  by  Benjamin  Franklin,  Sihi 
Deane,  and  Arthur  Lee  on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  W 
last  treaty  stipulated  that,  should  war  ensue  between  France ni 
England,  it  should  be  made  a  common  cause  by  the  coiitne(ii| 
parties,  in  which  neither  should  make  truce  or  peace  with  6i«rf 
Britain  without  the  consent  of  the  other,  nor  either  lay  down  tkif 
arms  until  the  independence  of  the  United  States  was  establiaW. 

These  treaties  were  unanimously  ratified  by  CoDgren,  «■ 
their  promulgation  was  celebrated  by  public  rejoicings  throi^ 
out  the  country.  The  Gtli  of  May  was  set  apart  for  a  militul 
fete  at  the  camp  at  Valley  Forge.  The  army  was  assembled  ■ 
best  array ;  there  was  solemn  thanksgiving  by  the  chaplains  at  th 
head  of  each  brigade ;  after  which  a  grand  parade,  a  natkou 
discharge  of  thirteen  guns,  a  general  feu  de  joic^  and  shouts » 
the  whole  army,  '*  Long  live  the  King  of  France — Long  lire  t« 
friendly  European  Powers — Huzza  for  the  American  Stitca*  ^ 
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bai'.qnct  succeeded,  at  which  Washingtun  dined  in  public  with  all 
ihc  officers  of  his  armj,  attended  by  a  band  of  music.     Patriotic 
toasts  were  given  and  heartily  cheered.     "  I  never  was  present,-* 
writes  a  spectator,  "  where  there  was  such  unfeigned  and  perfect 
j>y  as  was  discovered  in  every  countenance.     Washington  re- 
tired at  five  o'clock,  on  which  there  was  universal  huzzaing  and 
dapping  of  hands—'  Long  live  General  Washington.'     Tlie  non- 
comoiissioned  officers  and  privates  followed  the  example  of  their 
officers  as  he  rode  past  their  brigades.     The  shouts  continued  till 
!>(•'  liad  proceeded  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  and  a  thousand  hats  were 
t'vaed  iu  the  air.     Washington  and  his  suite  turned  round  several 
tonics  and  cheered  in  reply.*'    Gates  and  Mifflin,  if  in  the  camp  at 
'u^*  time,  must  have  seen  enough  to  convince  them  that  the  com- 
"iander-in-chief  was  supreme  in  the  affections  of  the  army. 

On  the  8th,  the  council  of  war,  ordered  by  Congress,  was  con- 

^*-*ned;  at  which  were  present   Major-generals  Gates,   Greene, 

^^irliug^  Mifflin,  Lafayette,  Do  Kalb,  Armstrong  and   Steuben 

**»d  Brigadier-generals  Knox  and  Duportail.     After  the  state  of 

^^^-  forces,  British  and  American,  their  number  and  distribution, 

u^d  been  laid  before  the  council  by  the  commander-in-chief,  and 

^ 'u II  discussion  had  been  held,  it  was  unanimously  determined  to 

^'^Qiaiu  on  the  defensive,  and  not  attempt  any  offensive  operation 

^^til  tsome  opportunity  should  occur  to  strike  a  successful  blow. 

General  Lee  was  not  present  at  the  council,  but  afterwards  signed 

^e  decision. 

M'hilc  the  Conciliatory  Bills  failed  thus  signally  of  their  anti- 
cipated effect  upon  the  Congress  and  people  of  the  United  States, 
thcj  were   regarded  with   indignation  by   the   royal   forces  in 
America,  as  offering  a  humiliating  contrast   to  the  high  and 
irrogant  tone  hitherto  indulged  towards  the   '^  rebels.^*     They 
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struck  dismay  too  into  the  hearts  of  the  Ameriun  rajilabf 
refagces;  who  bcticld  in  them  sure  prognoetica  of  trinMi|lili: 
causa  tliey  hail  oppo»;d,  and  of  mortificatioo  aod  trouble  if  j 
of  esile,  to  tbcmselrea. 

The  military  career  of  Sir  William  Howe  in  tbe  UniUJ  ll 
waa  DOW  draning  to  a  close.  His  conduct  of  the  war  halgl 
much  dissatis faction  in  £ngtand.  His  enemies  obsetred  t 
every  thing  gained  by  the  troops  was  lost  by  the  general;  lU 
had  suffered  an  enemy  with  less  than  four  thousand  men  torn 
quer  a  province  which  he  had  recently  reduced,  and  Isyili 
of  siege  to  his  army  in  their  winter  quarters;  "  and  ttathet 
brought  a  sad  reverse  upon  the  British  arms  by  failing  W  < 
operate  Tigorou^ly  and  efficiently  with  Burgoyne. 

Sir  William,  on  his  part,  had  considered  himself  slightedbj 
the  ministry  ;  Lis  suggestions,  he  said,  were  disregarded,  tad tk 
reinforcements  witblielj  which  he  considered  indispensable  for  lb 
sncccasful  conduct  of  the  war.  He  bad  therefore  lendereJu 
resignation,  which  bad  been  promptly  accepted,  and  Sir  Bei^ 
Clinton  ordered  tn  relieve  him.  Clinton  arrived  in  Pbitidc^ 
on  the  8th  of  May,  and  look  command  of  the  army  on  the  lllL 

Sir  William  Ilowe  was  popular  among  the  officers  rf  W 
army,  from  his  open  and  engaging  manners ;  and,  perhaps,  fr» 
tbe  loose  rule  which  indulged  tbem  in  their  social  exeeiaiA  & 
number  of  tbem  combined  to  close  bis  inglorious  residence  a 
Philadelphia  by  a  still  more  inglnrious  pageant.  It  wns  di* 
the  MiscuiANZA  (or  Medley),  a  kind  of  regatta  and  tounmn"'' 
the  former  on  the  Delaware,  tbe  latter  at  a  couutry-«eti  9  * 
banjcs. 
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7he  regatta  was  in  three  divisioDs;  each  with  its  hand  of 
iMtiie,  to  which  the  oarsmen  kept  time. 

The  rirer  was  crowded  with  boats,  which  were  kept  at  a 
di&tance  from  the  squadrons  of  gay ly  decorated  barges,  and  tbe 
buuseS)  balconies,  and  wharves  along  the  shore,  were  filled  with 
■pecUtors. 

^e  forbear  to  give  the  fulsome  descriptions  of  the  land  part 
of  tLe  Mischiania  furnished  by  various  pens;  and  will  content 
oarselres  with  the  following,  from  the  pen  of  a  British  writer 
vho  WIS  present     It  illustrates  sufficiently  the  absurdity  of  the 


''All  the  colors  of  the  army  were  placed  in  a  grand  avenue 

^'^'^  hundred  feet  in  length,  lined  with  the  king^s  troops,  between 

^^  triumphal  arches,  for  the  two  brothers,  the  Admiral  Lord 

"^owe  aud  the   General  Sir  William  Howe,  to  march  along  in 

F^xtipous  procession,  followed  by  a  numerous  train  of  attendants, 

^th  seven  silken  Knights  of  the  Blended  Rose,  and  seven  mure 

the  Burning  Mountain,  and  fourteen  damsels  dressed  in  the 

^  ^^kiah  fashion,  to  an  area  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  &(|uaro, 

^^  also  with  the  king^s  troops;  for  the  exhibition  of  a  tilt  and 

^tHament,  or  mock  fight  of  old  chivalry,  in  honor  of  those  two 

''Ooa.     On  the  top  of  each  triumphal  arch  was  a  figure  of  Fame 

^pa^ngled  with  stars,  blowing  from  her  trumpet,  in  letters  of 

6ht,  Tes  lauriers  sont  immorteh  (Thy  laurels  are  immortal)." 

'^  tliis  occasion,  according  to  the  same  writer,  **  men  compared 

^    importance  of  Sir  William^s  services  with  the  merit  he  tis- 

^  ^ed,  and  the  gravity  with  which  he  sustained  the  most  execs- 

^^  praise  and  adulation. " 

^he  unfortunate  Major  Andr^,  at  that  time  a  captain,  was 

efficient  in  getting  up  this  tawdry  and  somewhat  effcmmaX^ 
26* 
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pa}^^ant.     He  bad  promoted  private  theatrioala  daring  dia  viB- 
ter,  aud  aided  iu  paiutiog  scenery  and  devising  decorations.    Hs 
vrote  a  glowing  description  of  the  Miachianiai  in  a  letter  to  a 
friend,  pronouncing  it  an  periiapa  the  most  splendid  entertsin- 
ment  ever  given  by  any  army  to  their  generaL     He  figured  in  it 
as  one  of  the  Knights  of  the  Blended  Rose     In  a  letter  writka 
to  a  lady,  in  the  following  year,  he  alludes  to  hia  preparatiosf 
ibr  it  as  having  made  him  a  complete  milliner,  and  o&rt  Ini 
services  to  furnish  her  supplies  in  that  department. 

At  the  time  of  this  silken  and  mock  heroic  display,  the  doAp 
ber  of  British  chivalry  in  Philadelphia  was  nineteen  thoiiaii& 
live  hundred  and  thirty,  cooped  up  iu  a  manner  by  an  Americ 
force  at  Valley  Forge,  amouutiug,  according  to  official  retoi 
to  eleven  tliousaiid  eight  hundred   men.     Could   any  trinmpKml 
pageant  be  more  ill-placed  and  ill-timed  I 
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°^^  after  Sir  Henry  Clinton  had  taken  the  command,  there  were 
^^ptoms  of  an  intention  to  evacuate  Philadelphia.  Whither 
^  eDemj  would  thence  direct  their  course  was  a  matter  of  mere 
^^jecture.  Lafayette  was  therefore  detached  by  Washington, 
*^^h  twenty-one  hundred  chosen  men  and  five  pieces  of  cannon, 
^  t^  2  position  nearer  the  city,  where  he  might  be  at  hand  to 
^^^  information,  watch  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  check  their 
'''^^^tory  excursions,  and  fall  on  their  rear  when  in  the  act  of 
^^^lidrawing. 

Tlie  marquis  crossed  the  Schuylkill  on  the  18th  of  May,  and 
f'^^cceded  to  Barren  Hill,  about  half  way  between  Washington's 
^Uip  and  Philadelphia,  and  about  eleven  miles  from  both.     Hero 
^  planted  hb  cannon  facing  the  south,  with  rocky  ridges  bor- 
ing the  Schuylkill  on  his  right ;  woods  and  stone  houses  on  his 
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left.  Behind  him  the  roads  forked,  one  braaoh 
bod's  Ford  of  the  Schajlkill,  the  other  b^  Swedes'  F( 
Foi;g&  In  adFBDce  of  hb  left  wing  wu  MoLuw'a 
abont  fifty  Indisoa.  Pickets  and  ridettee  were  { 
woods  to  the  south,  through  whidi  the  roada  led  (o  '. 
end  k  bod;  of  six  hundred  Peonaylvenift  militia  w 
to  keep  watch  od  the  roads  leading  to  White  Hairii. 

In  tfae  mean  time  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  baring  mnti 
gence  throngb  h  is  spies  of  this  moTement  of  La&yetle^ 
a  plan  t«  entrap  the  young  Freneh  nobleman.  Fiw 
men  were  sent  out  ot  night,  under  General  Grant,  to 
cuitous  marcti  by  Wliitc  Marsh,  and  get  in  the  rear  of 
icaus;  another  force  under  General  Grey  was  to  croaa  to  the  ti^ 
aide  of  the  Sehu^lkill,  sod  take  post  below  Bantxt  Hill,  >Ul 
Sir  Henry  in  person  waa  to  lead  a  third  division  along  tbePU^ 
dclphia  road. 

The  plan  came  near  being  completely  suecesafnl,  thnq|^i* 
remissness  of  the  Peuusylva-nia  militia,  who  bad  left  tbar  f^ 
of  observation.  Early  in  the  morning,  an  Lafayette  was  own* 
ing  with  a  yuung  girl,  who  was  to  go  to  Philadelphia  and  oaQot 
information,  under  pretext  of  visitiog  her  relatives,  irerd  ■* 
brought  that  re<I  coats  had  been  descried  in  the  wood*  X* 
White  Marsh.  Lafayette  was  expecting  a  troop  of  Awn* 
dragoons  in  tliat  quarter,  nho  wore  Ecarlct  uuiforms,  and  tf 
posed  these  to  be  tbcm ;  to  be  certain,  however,  he  sent  iwt ' 
officer  to  recoDnoitre.  The  latter  soon  came  spurring  baekll 
fiiU  speed.  A  column  of  the  enemy  had  pushed  ferwudevAr 
road  from  White  Marsh,  were  within  a  mile  of  the  osHfii* 
had  poesenion  of  the  road  leading  to  Valley  Forge.  AnA*^ 
oolumn  WIS  advancing  on  the  Philadelphia  road.    Inb^^ 
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jmuig  French  general  was  on  the  point  of  being  surrounded  by 
a  greatly  superior  force. 

La&yette  saw  his  danger,  but  maintained  his  presence  of 
mind.  Throwing  out  small  parties  of  troops  to  show  themselves 
it  Tarious  points  of  the  intervening  wood,  as  if  an  attack  on 
5  rant  was  meditated,  he  brought  that  general  to  a  halt,  to  prc- 
>are  for  action,  while  he  with  his  main  body  pushed  forward  for 
^Izatson's  Ford  on  the  Schuylkill. 

The  alarm-guns  at  sunrise  had  apprised  Washington  that  the 

lee«chment  under   Lafayette  was  in  danger.      The  troops  at 

V^allcy  Forge  were  instantly  under  arms.     Washington,  with  his 

iidcs-dc-camp  and  some  of  his  general  officers,  galloped  to  the 

fUTDinit  of  a  hill,  and  anxiously  reconnoitred  the  scene  of  action 

with  a  glass.     His  solicitude  for  the  marquis  was  soon  relieved. 

Tbc  stratagem  of  the  youthful  warrior  had  been  crowned  with 

Bucccts.    He  completely  gained  the  march  upon  General  Grant, 

Teachod  Matson's  Ford  in  safety,  crossed  it  in  great  order,  and 

^^k  a  strong  position  on  high  grounds  which   commanded  it. 

^c  enemy  arrived  at  the  river  just  in  time  for  a  skirmish  as  the 

cillery  was  crossing.     Seeing  that   Lafayette   had   extricated 

■iniscif  from  their  hands,  and  was  so  strongly  posted,  they  gave 

^^  all  attack,  and  returned  somewhat  disconcerted  to  Philadel- 

F>ia ;  while  the  youthful  marquis  rejoined  the  army  at  Valley 

^1  where  he  was  received  with  acclamations. 

I'he  exchange  of  General  Lee  for  General  Presoott,  so  long 
Miyed  by  yarious  impediments,  had  recently  been  effected ;  and 
*^  wu  reinstated  in  his  position  of  second  in  command.     Colo- 
Bel  Ethan  Allen,  also,  had  been  released  from  his  long  captivity 
IB  exchange  for  Colonel  Campbell.     Allen  paid  a  visit  to  the 
ttiDp  at  Valley  Forge,  where  he  had  much  to  tell  of  his  various 
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Tici5»itades  and  bmrdshifML  WaahiiigUni,  in  a  letter  to  tb  Pitfi* 
dv'ut  of  Congress  suggesting  that  something  aboald  be  done  for 
A  lion,  observes:  **  Ilis  fortitude  and  firmnen  aeem  to  kiTe 
plai\'d  him  out  of  the  roach  of  misfortune.  There  is  an  originl 
ikMiiothing  about  him  that  commands  admiration,  and  hii  long 
captivity  and  sufferings  have  onlj  served  to  increase,  if  poanUei 
his  enthusiastic  leal.  lie  appears  very  desirous  of  rendering  bit 
services  to  the  States,  and  of  being  emplojed ;  and  at  the  ane 
time,  he  does  not  discover  any  ambition  for  high  rank." 

Ill  a  fow  davs«  a  brevet  commission  of  colonel  arrived  for 
AlK'U ;  but  he  had  already  left  camp  for  his  home  in  Termont, 
irhoro  ho  appears  to  have  hung  up  his  sword ;  for  we  meet  with 
i:o  furtlior  aohiovontoiits  bv  him  on  record. 

Indications  mntiiaiod  to  increase  of  the  departure  of  troops 
fn)m    rhiladolphia.     The   military  quarters  were  in  a  stir  and 
bustlo;  effocts  wore  packed  up;  many  sold  at  auction;  baggage 
and  heavy  cannon  embarked ;  transports  fitted  up  for  the  reeep* 
tion  of  horses,  and  hay  taken  on  board.     Was  the  whole  army  to 
leave  the  city,  or  only  a  part  ?     The  former  was  probable.    A 
war  between  France  and  England  appeared  to  be  impending :  in 
that  event,  Philadelphia  would  be  an  ineligible  position  fer  the 
British  army. 

New  York,  it  was  concluded,  would  be  the  place  of  destina* 
tion ;  either  as  a  rendeirous,  or  a  post  whence  to  attempt  the 
occupation  of  the  Hudson.  Would  they  proceed  thither  by  land 
or  water  ?  Supposing  the  former,  Washington  would  gladly  have 
taken  post  in  Jersey,  to  oppose  or  harass  them,  on  their  mardi 
through  that  State.  His  camp,  however,  was  encumbered  bj 
upwards  of  three  thousand  sick ;  and  covered  a  great  amoont  of 
military  stores.    He  dared  not  weaken  it  by  detadiing  a  ndicieBl 
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force ;  especially  as  it  was  said  the  eDcmy  intended  to  attack  him 
before  their  departure. 

For  three  weeks  affairs  remained  in  this  state.  Washington 
held  his  army  ready  to  march  toward  the  Hudson  at  a  moment's 
warning;  and  sent  Oeneral  Maxwell  with  a  brigade  of  Jersey 
trcops,  to  oo-opcrate  with  Major-general  Dickinson  and  the  militia 
oi  that  State,  in  breaking  down  the  bridges  and  harassing  the 
enemy,  should  they  actually  attempt  to  march  through  it.  At 
the  same  time  he  wrote  to  General  Gates,  who  was  now  at  his 
post  on  the  Hudson,  urging  him  to  call  in  as  large  a  force  of 
militia  as  he  could  find  subsistence  for,  and  to  be  on  the  alert  for 
the  protection  of  that  river. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  commissioners  empowered  under  the 
new  Conciliatory  Bills  to  negotiate  the  restoration  of  peace  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  her  former  colonies,  arrived  in  the  Dela- 
ware in  the  Trident  ship-of-war.  These  were  Frederick  Howard, 
Earl  of  Carlisle;  William  Eden  (afterwards  Lord  Auklaud), 
brother  of  the  last  colonial  governor  of  Maryland ;  and  George 
Johnstone,  sometimes  called  commodore,  from  having  served  in 
the  navy,  but  more  commonly  known  as  Governor  Johnstone, 
having  held  that  office  in  Florida.  He  was  now  a  member  of 
Parliament,  and  in  the  opposition.  Their  secretary  was  the  cele- 
brated Dr.  Adam  Ferguson,  an  Edinburgh  professor;  author 
of  a  Boman  History,  and  who  in  his  younger  days  (ho  was  now 
aboni  fifty-five  yearn  of  age)  had  been  a  "  fighting  chaplain  at 
Footenoy.^' 

The  choioe  of  commissioners  gave  rise  to  much  criticism  and 
eavQ ;  especially  that  of  Lord  Carlisle,  a  young  man  of  fashion, 
amiable  and  intelligent,  it  is  true,  but  unfitted  by  his  soft  Euro- 
pean habits  for  much  a  mission.    "  To  captivate  the  rude  members 
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gress  a  copy  of  Sir  Henrj^s  letter,  bat  did  not  oomider  Uaseif 
at  liberty  to  grant  the  passport  antU  authoriied  by  then. 

Without  waiting  the  result,  the  comuiissioDers  fonrtrded,  Vj 
the  ordinary  military  post,  their  letter,  accompanied  by  the  ^Coa- 
ciliatory  Acts ' '  and  other  documents.  They  were  rceeiTed  \f 
Congress  on  the  13th.  The  letter  of  the  commissiomn  w 
addressed  "  to  His  Excellency,  Henry  Laurens,  the  Prettdcntiad 
others,  the  members  of  Congress."  The  reading  of  the  ktlff 
was  interrupted  ;  and  it  came  near  being  indignantly  rejected,  fli 
account  of  expressions  disrespectful  to  France ;  charging  it  vitk 
being  the  insidious  eneniy  of  both  England  and  her  colouieii  lad 
interposing  its  pretended  friendship  to  the  latter  **oiily  toprewnl 
reconciliation  and  prolong  this  destructive  war."  Several  <Uji 
elapsed  before  the  Congress  recovered  sufficient  cquanimitj  ^ 
proceed  with  the  despatches  of  the  oommibsioners,  and  ddiberatt 
on  the  propiisitions  they  contained. 

In  their  reply,  signed  by  the  president  (June  17tb)»  they 
observed,  that  nothing  but  an  earnest  desire  to  spare  further  cfc* 
sioii  of  blood,  could  have  induced  them  to  read  a  paper  oontuo* 
ing  expressions  so  disrespoctful  to  his  most  Christian  Majestj.or 
to  consider  propositions  so  derogatory  to  the  honor  of  an  uhw* 
pendent  nation;  and  in  eonchiMon,  they  expressed  a  readinessto 
treat  as  i^oon  as  the  King  of  Great  Britain  should  demonstrate* 
sincere  disposition  for  peace,  either  by  an  explicit  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  independence  of  the  States,  or  by  the  withdraw! 
of  his  ileets  and  armies. 

AVe  will  not  follow  the  commissioners  through  their  rariotf 
attempts,  overtly  and  covertly,  to  forward  the  object  of  tbetf 
mission.  We  cannot,  however,  pass  unnoticed  an  intimation  coo- 
yeyed  from  Governor  Johnstone  to  General  Joseph  Beed,attv 
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timo  in  influential  member  of  Congress,  that  effectual  services  on 
his  part  to  restore  the  union  of  the  two  countries  might  be  re- 
warded by  ten  thousand  pounds  sterlings  and  any  office  in  tho 
eoloDies  in  His  Majesty^s  gift.  To  this,  Reed  made  his  brief  and 
memorable  reply :  '*  I  am  not  worth  purchasing ;  but  such  as  I 
ftm,  the  King  of  Great  Britain  is  not  rich  enough  to  do  it" 

A  letter  was  also  written  by  Johnstone  to  Robert  Morris, 
the  eelebrated  financier,  then  also  a  member  of  Congress,  con- 
taining the  following  significant  paragraph :  "  I  believe  the  men 
^bo  have  conducted  the  affairs  of  America  incapable  of  being 
uiftoenced   by  improper  motives ;  but  in«all   such   transactions 
^re  is  risk ;  and  I  think  that  whoever  ventures,  should  be  as- 
tared,  at  the  same  time,  that  honor  and  emolument  should  na- 
tolly  follow  the  fortune  of  those  who  have  steered  the  vessel 
'IB  the  storm  and  brought  her  safely  into  port.     I  think  Wash- 
ington and  the  President  have  a  right  to  every  favor  that  grate- 
ful nations  can  bestow,  if  they  could  once  more  unite  our  inter- 
est, and  spare  the  miseries  and  devastation  of  war." 

These  transactions  and  letters  being  communicated  to  Con. 
gresa,  were  pronounced  by  them  daring  and  atrocious  attempts 
to  corrupt  their  integrity,  and  they  resolved  that  it  was  incom- 
jiatible  with  their  honor  to  hold  any  correspondence  or  inter-' 
course  with  the  commissioner  who  made  it;  especially  to  negotiate 
with  him  upon  affairs  in  which  the  cause  of  liberty  was  con- 
ecmed. 

The  commissioners,  disappointed  in  their  hopes   of  infiuen- 

eiDg  Congress,  attempted  to  operate  on  the  feelings  of  the  public, 

aft  one  time  by  conciliatory  appeals,  at  another  by  threats  and 

dennnciationB.     Their  last  measure  was  to  publish  a  manifesto 

dtalating  their  official  proceedings;  stating  the  refusal  of 
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Congress  to  treat  with  tbem,  ind  offeriDg  to  treat  within  ibi — ^ 
days  with  deputies  from  all  or  any  of  the  colonies  or  proriiK 
Asscmhlics ;  holding  forth,  at  the  same  time,  the  naoal  offers 
conditional  amnesty.  Thia  measure,  like  all  which  had  pree^r^ 
ed  it,  proved  ineffectual;  the  comnuasionem  embarked  for  Eisj 
land,  and  so  terminated  thia  tardy  and  blundering  attempt  «s 
the  British  Government  and  its  agents  to  effect  a  recoociX 
ation — the  last  attempt  that  was  made. 

Lord  Carlisle,  who  had   taken  the  least  promment  ptrt    in 
these  transactions,  thus  writes  in  the  course  ci  them  to  his  friend, 
the  witty  George  Selwyn,  and  his  letter  mMj  serve  as  a  perora- 
tion.    *'  I  enclose  you  our  manifesto,  which  you  will  never  read. 
'Tis  a  sort  of  dying  speech  of  the  commission;  an  effort  froa 
which  I  expect  little  success.     •     •     •     •     Every  thing  is  npco 
a  great  scale  upon  this  continent     The  rivers  are  immense;  the 
climate  violent  in  heat  and  cold;  the  prospects  magnificent;  tlM 
thunder  and   lightning  tremendous.     The  disorders  incidait  to 
the  country  make  every  constitution  tremble.     We  have  nothing 
on  a  great  scale  with  us  but  our  blunders,  our  misconduct,  oar 
ruin,  our  losses,  our  disgraces  and  misfortunes,  that  will  mrk 
the  reign  of  a  prince,  who  deserves  better  treatment  and  kinder 
fortunes." 


CHAPTER    XXXIV. 

"^K^ARATIOSrS  TO  KVACCATB  PHILADELPHIA — WASHIXOTOX  CALLS  A  COUNCIL 
OV  WAK — LXB  OFTOAKD  TO  AXT  ATTACK — ^PHILADELPHIA  EVACUATED— 
HOTEMKXTS  Dl  rURSUTT  OP  SIR  UENRT  CLINTON — ANOTHER  COUNCIL  OF 
^TARr— CONFUCT  OP  OPIXI0K8— CONTKADICTORT  CONDUCT  OP  LEE  RESPECT- 
laso  THE  COmiAND — ^TBR  RATTLE  OP  MONMOUTH  COURT  HOUSE — BUB8E- 
QVSBT  MARCH  OW  THE  ▲RUIEB. 

tux  delmy  of  the  British  to  eracuate  Philadelphia  tasked  the 

ttgacitj  of  Washiogton,  but  he  supposed  it  to  have  been  caused 

by   the  arrival  of  the  commissioners  from  Great  Britain.     The 

force  iu  the  city  in  the  mean   time  had  been  much  reduced. 

Tive  thousand  men  had  been  detached  to  aid  in  a  sudden  descent 

oa  the  French  possessions  in  the  West  Indies;  three  thousand 

Bore  to  Florida.     Most  of  the  cavalry  with  other  troops  had  been 

dkippcd  with  the  provision   train  and   heavy  baggage  to   New 

YorL    The  effective  force  remaining  with  Sir  Henry  was  now 

thoQt  nine  or  ten  thousand  men ;  that  under  Washington  was  a 

littU  more  than  twelve  thousand  Continentals,  and  about  thir- 

L      teen  hundred  militia.      It  had  already  acquired  considerable 

P'lificiency  in  tactics  and  field  manoeuvring  under  the  diligent 

■ 

"tstmetiona  of  Steuben. 

Ettlj  in  June,  it  was  evident  that  a  total  evacuation  of  the 

wjrvai  on  the  point  of  taking  place \  and  circumstanoes  oon- 
tou  IlL— 17 
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vinccd  Washington  that  the  march  of  the  main  body  wooU  h 
tliniugh  the  Jcrsc}*8.  Some  of  hU  officers  thought  difemU^, 
( <)iiH'ially  General  Lee,  who  had  now  the  command  of  a  Sxtnm 
e(iinpos<.'d  of  I\K)r,  Varnum,  and  Huntington^a  brigadea  Lee^ 
since  LIh  return  to  the  army,  had  resumed  somewhat  of  hboU 
Labit  of  cynical  supervision,  and  had  his  circle  of  adnureri) 
aiiio:ig  whom  he  indulged  in  caustic  comments  on  militai} 
atfairs  and  the  merits  of  oommaudcrs. 

On  tiic  present  occasion  he  addressed  a  letter  to  Washington 
dated  June  loth,  suggesting  other  plans  which  the  enemy  mighl 
Lavo  in  view.  '*  Whether  they  do  or  do  not  adopt  any  of  tbutt 
plans/'  added  lie,  **  there  can  be  no  inconvenience  arise  frov  ooo- 
FidiTing  the  subject,  nur  from  devising  means  of  defeating  their 
purposes,  on  the  suppositiou  that  they  will." 

Washington,  in  his  reply,  gave  the  suggestions  of  Lee  a  can- 
did and  res])ei*tful  consideration,  but  in  the  course  of  his  letter 
tiK)k  occasion  to  hint  a  little  gentle  admonition. 

**  I  shall  always  be  happy,"  writes  he,  **  in  a  free  communica' 
tion  of  your  sentiments  upon  any  important  subject  relative  to 
the  service,  and  only  beg  that  they  may  come  directly  to  mjsdC 
The  custom  which  many  officers  have,  of  speaking  freely,  tf" 
reprobating  measures,  which,  u|>on  investigation,  may  he  foanfl 
to  be  unavoidable,  is  never  productive  of  good,  but  often  of  TeiJ 
mischievous  consequences." 

In  consequence  probably  of  the  suggestions  of  Lee,  Wtdt* 
ington  called  a  general  council  of  war,  on  the  17th,  to  consider 
what  measures  to  adopt;  whether  to  undertake  any  enterpnrt 
against  the  enemy  in  their  present  circumstances  — whether  tka 
army  should  remain  in  its  actual  position,  until  the  final  eraes- 
•tion  had  taken  place,  or  move  immediately  toward  the  Ddir 
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"o— whether,  ihonld  the  enemy  march  through  the  Jersevi, 
roold  be  adviaable  to  attack  them  while  on  the  way,  or  to 
h  OD  directly  to  the  Hudson,  and  secure  that  important 
amnnication  between  the  Eastern  and  Southern  States?  lu 
e  an  attack  while  on  the  march  were  determined  on,  should  it 
a  partial  or  a  general  one  ? 

Lee  qwke  eloquently  on  the  occasion.  He  waa  opposed  to 
attack  of  any  kind.  He  would  make  a  bridge  of  gold  for  tho 
Kmy.  They  were  nearly  equal  in  number  to  the  Americans, 
1  fur  aaperior  in  discipline ;  in  fact,  never  had  troops  bceu 
Iter  disciplined.  An  attack  would  endanger  the  safety  of  tho 
use.  It  was  now  in  a  prosperous  state,  in  consequence  of  the 
reign  alliance  just  formed ;  all  ought  not  to  be  put  at  r'nik  at  the 
vj  moment  of  making  such  an  alliance.  He  advised  merely  to 
Uow  the  enemy,  observe  their  motions,  and  prevent  them  from 
iiaoiitting  any  excesses. 

Lee's  opinions  had  still  great  weight  with  the  army ;  most  of  the 
Ccera,  both  foreign  and  American,  concurred  with  him.  Greene, 
•afiyette,  Wayne,  and  Cadwalader,  thought  differently.  They 
^ald  not  brook  that  the  enemy  should  evacuate  the  city,  and 
uke  a  long  march  through  the  country  unmolested.  An  op- 
<>rtaaitj  might  present  itself,  amid  the  bustle  and  confusion  of 
^^rtare,  or  while  embarraifsed  in  defiles  with  a  cumbrous  bag- 
SH'trtin,  of  striking  some  signal  blow^  that  would  indemnify  them 
^^1  they  had  suffered  in  their  long  and  dreary  encampmcLt  at 
*'>%  Forge. 

Washington's  heart  was  with  this  latter  counsel ;  but  seeing 
^  vant  of  unanimity  among  his  generals,  he  requested  their 
VaioDB  in  writing.  Before  these  were  given  in,  word  was 
""i^^  that  the  enemy  had  actually  evacuated  the  city. 
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Sir  Hsurj  bod  ukea  lib  meosotM  with  gttai  Kmmj  i 
despatch.  The  army  commeticed  moTing  at  three  ncWk  Wi 
morniDg  of  tlio  IStb,  rctuiog  to  a  point  of  luid  bdoirtk  H 
formed  by  tlio  confluence  of  the  Delamn  and  Si^jUoliil 
crossing  the  former  rlrer  in  boats.  B;  t^  o'clodi  in 
itig  the  rearguard  lauded  on  the  Jersey  abore. 

On  tin  first  intelligeoce  of  this  moremmt,  WatbingUl 
tocbed  Oen«]'al  Alaxwcll  with  his  brigade,  to  co-openttW 
General  Dicliinson  and  the  Now  Jersey  militia  in  hincii^l 
ouemy  on  their  march.  Ho  sent  Genenl  Arnold,  iIm,  « 
force  to  take  command  of  Pliiladclphia,  that  officer  bong  Hi] 
Bufficicutly  recovered  Ibrm  his  wonnd  for  Geld  seniu;  ■ 
breaking  ap  bis  camp  at  Valley  Forge,  be  pushed  fomid  a 
his  main  force  iu  pursuit  of  the  enemy. 

As  the  route  of  the  tstter  lay  along  the  eastern  baukof  I 
Delaware  as  liigb  as  Trenton,  Waahiiigtoa  was  obliged  U  U 
a  cODsidcrublc  circuit,  so  as  to  cross  the  river  bicker  np  it  V 
yell's  Ferry,  near  the  place  where,  eighteen  months  p 
be  had  Grossed  to  attack  the  Hessians. 

On  the  20th,  be  writes  to  General  Gates :  "  I  am  Dti:^ 
the  mun  body  of  the  army  within  ten  miles  of  Coiyefi'l  P 
General  Lee  is  advanced  with  six  brigades,  and  wiD  * 
to-night  or  to-morrow  morning.  By  the  last  iatelligence  Alii 
m;  arc  near  Mount  Holly,  and  moring  very  slowly ;  bvt  ■ 
are  so  many  roads  open  to  them,  their  route  could  not  btai 
tained.  I  shall  enter  the  Jerseys  to-morrow,  and  ginjna 
earliest  notice  of  their  movements,  and  whatever  may  iSedJ^' 

Heavy  raioB  and  sultry  sammer   heat  retarded  hi«  V^ 
uienta ;  but  the  army  orossed  on  the  24th.    Tbs  BnSA  i 
uow  at  Mooreatown  and  Mount  Holly.    Thenoe  tb^BJ^^ 
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the  md  oo  the  left  for  BniDSwick,  and  so  od  to  Statcn  Island  and 
^^C1r  York;  or  the  road  to  the  right  through  Monmouth,  hy  tLo 
[Icigfats  of  Middletown  to  Sandy  Hook.  Uncertain  which  they 
might  adup:.  Washington  detached  Colonel  Morgan  with  six 
Lucdrcd  picked  men  to  reinforce  Maxwell,  and  hang  on  their 
I  or;  while  ho  himself  poshed  forward  with  the  main  body  to- 
*>iard  Princeton,  cautiously  keeping  along  the  mountainous  coun- 
try  t3  the  left  of  the  most  northern  road. 

The  march  of  Sir  Henry  was  very  slow.  His  army  was 
CDCQinbercd  with  baggage  and  provisions,  and  all  the  nameless 
npcrflaities  in  which  British  officers  arc  prone  to  indulge. 
Hb  train  of  wheel  carriages  and  bat  horses  was  twelve  miles  in 
extent.  He  was  retarded  by  heavy  rain  and  intolerable  heat; 
bridges  had  to  be  built  and  causeways  constructed  over  streams 
ttd  marshes,  where  they  had  been  destroyed  by  the  Americans. 

From  his  dilatory  movements,  Washington  suspected  Sir  Henry 

of  a  design  to  draw  him  down  into  the  level  country,  and  then, 

^J  a  rapid  movement   on  his  right,  to  gain  possession  of  the 

■trong  ground  above  him,  and  bring  him  to  a  general  action  on 

^indrtntagcoas  terms.     He  himself  was  inclined  for  a  general 

Ktion  whenever  it  could  be  made  on  suitable  ground :  he  halted, 

^l^rcfore,  at  Hopewell,  about  five  miles  from  Princeton,  and  held 

another  council   of  war  while  his   troops  were   reposing  and 

Rfteshing  themselves.     The  result  of  it,  writes  his  aide-de-camp, 

Cobnel  Hamilton,  "  would  have  done  honor  to  the  most  honor- 

lUe  society  of  midwives,  and  to  them  only.^*  *     The  purport  was 

io  keep  at  a  distance  from  the  enemy,  and  annoy  them  by  detach- 

WBti,     Lee,  according  to  Hamilton,  was  the  prime  mover  of  this 

•  MS.  letter  of  Hamilton  to  Eliaa  Boudinot. 
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plan ;  in  pnrsnanee  of  which  a  detaehment  of  fikeen  1 
men  was  sent  off  under  Brigadier-general  Sooti,  to  join  i 
tmo|i9  near  the  enemy's  line.     Lee  waa  eren  opposed  to 

60  large  a  number. 

Generals  Greene,  Wajne,  and  Lafayette  were  in  the  i 
in  the  council,  and  subaeijuently  gaye  Beparately  the  bum 
in  writing,  that  the  rear  of  the  eneicy  should  be  attacl 
strong  detachment,  while  the  main  army  Khould  be  so 
as  to  give  a  general  battle,  should  circumstances  render 
able.  As  this  opinion  coincided  with  his  own,  Wa 
determined  to  act  upon  it 

Sir  Ilenrv  Clinton  in  the  mean  time  had  advanced  1 
town,  on  his  way  to  Brunswick,  to  embark  on  the 
Finding  the  passage  of  that  river  likely  to  be  strongly 
by  the  forces  under  Washington,  and  others  advancing  i 
north  under  Gates,  he  changed  his  plan,  and  turned  to  t 
by  a  road  leading  through  Freehold  to  Navesink  ant 
Ilook ;  to  embark  at  the  latter  place. 

Washington,  no  longer  in  doubt  as  to  the  rout 
enemy's  march,  detached  Wayne  with  one  thousand  mcr 
the  advanced  corps,  which,  thus  augmented,  was  upward 
thousand  strong.  The  command  of  the  advance  proj 
longed  to  Lee  as  senior  major-general ;  but  it  was 
solicited  by  Lafayette,  as  an  attack  by  it  was  intended, 
was  strenuously  opposed  to  every  thing  of  the  kind.  Wa 
willingly  gave  his  consent,  provided  General  Lee  were 
with  the  arrangement.  The  latter  ceded  the  command 
hesitation,  observing  to  the  marquis  that  ho  was  well  pi 
be  freed  from  all  responsibility  in  executing  plans  whicl; 
'ore  would  fail. 


f 
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Lafajctte  act  out  on  the  25th  to  form  a  junction  as  soon  as 
ponible  with  the  forco  under  General  Scott ;  while  Washington, 
letTing  his  baggage  at  Kingston,  moved  with  the  main  body  to 
Cnnberrj,  three  miles  in  the  rear  of  the  advanced  corps,  to  be 
radj  to  sappori  it 

Seuree,  however,  had  Leo  relinquished  the  command,  when  ho 
ckoged  hia  mind.  In  a  note  to  Washington,  ho  declared  that, 
IB  iMOtiDg  to  the  arrangement,  ho  had  considered  the  command 
rf  the  detachment  one  more  fitting  a  young  volunteering  general 
Aid  a  veteran  like  himself,  second  in  command  in  tJie  army. 
He  now  viewed  it  in  a  different  light  Lafayette  would  be  at 
Ao  had  of  all  the  Continental  parties  already  in  the  Hue ;  six 
ttomiid  men  at  least;  a  command  next  to  that  of  the  com- 
■ttderin-chief.  Should  the  detachment  march,  therefore,  ho 
otmted  to  have  the  command  of  it  So  far  he  spoke  person- 
iDy, "  hat,"  added  he,  '^  to  speak  as  an  officer,  I  do  not  think 
Alt  this  detachment  ought  to  march  at  all,  until  at  least  the 
Wof  the  enemy^s  right  column  has  passed  Cranberry ;  then  if 
^  ii  neeeasary  to  march  the  whole  army,  I  cannot  see  any  impro- 
fiiety  in  the  marquis's  commanding  this  detachment,  or  a  greater, 
***& advanced  guard  of  the  army;  but  if  this  detachment,  with 
'luwell^a  ooips,  Scott's,  Morgan's  and  Jackson's,  is  to  bo  consid- 
^  la  a  separate,  chosen,  active  corps,  and  put  under  the  mar- 
foii'i  command  until  the  enemy  leave  the  Jerseys,  both  myself 
*^  Lord  Stirling  will  be  disgraced." 

Waahington  was  perplexed  how  to  satisfy  Lee's  punctilious 
^'"ttB  withoat  wounding  the  feelings  of  Lafayette.  A  chango 
'^  Ae  disposition  of  the  enemy's  line  of  march  furnished  an 
*^i^dieDt  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  finding  himself  harassed  by  light 
^^  oa  the  flanks  and  in  danger  of  an  attack  iu  the  reai; 
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pUoed  lU  hia  bagga^  in  front  under  the  coqtoj  of  Kojpliiti 
wbile  he  thiew  the  main  strength  of  hia  arm;  in  the  reer  m 
Lord  GomwmllU. 

Thii  sude  it  neceBSAry  for  Wuhingtmi  to  alrengtbn  I 
■dwtced  corps;  and  he  took  this  oocuion  to  deUch  l«,il 
Scott's  Bad  Tamum's  brigftdee,  to  eaj^iort  the  force  nndff  ll 
Ma.  Aa  Lee  waa  the  aeaior  major-gencnU,  this  gan  imi 
eommand  of  the  whole  advauoe.  Washington  explund  1 
matter  in  a  letter  to  the  marqitifl,  who  Rsigned  the  commud 
Lee  when  tlie  latter  joined  him  on  the  27  th.  That  eraiigi 
enemy  encamped  on  high  groond  near  MoDmontb  CobtI  E 
Ijce  encamped  with  the  advance  at  Eoglisbtown,  about  &lt  id 
distant     The  main  bodj  was  three  miles  in  his  rear. 

About  Bonact,  Washington  rode  forward  to  the  idniMe,ri 
anxiously  reconnoitred  Sir  Henry's  position.  1%  was  p 
by  woods  and  morasses,  and  too  strong  to  bo  attacked  vA 
prospect  of  success.  Should  the  enemy,  howerer,  proceed  Imi 
twelve  miles  further  unmolested,  they  would  gain  the  b^^l 
MiddletowD,  and  be  on  groond  Btill  more  difficult.  To  p 
this,  he  resolved  that  an  attack  should  be  made  on  ihdi 
early  in  the  tnorning,  as  soon  as  their  front  should  be  in  a 
This  plan  he  commnnicated  to  General  Lee,  in  preeenMtf  I 
officers,  ordering  him  to  make  dispoptt ions  for  the  attack,  h 
his  troops  lying  on  their  arma,  ready  for  action  on  the  A 
notice ;  a  disposition  he  intended  to  obserre  with  his  own  t 
This  done,  he  rode  back  to  the  main  body. 

Apprehensive  that  Sir  Henry  might  decamp  in   tiw  u^J 
Washington  scut  orders  to  Lee  before  midnight,  to  detach  m  * 
Hven  hundred  men  to  lie  near  the  enemy,  wateh  and  p*i  irit 
sf  their  movements,  and  hold  them  in  ohcok  wbwi  m  tfai  ■** 
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vtfl  the  rest  of  the  troops  could  como  up.  General  Dickinsou 
wai  charged  by  Lee  with  this  duty.  Morgan  was  likcwiso 
itetiooed  with  his  corps  to  be  ready  for  skirmishiDg. 

Early  in  the  momiDg,  Washington  reociyed  an  express  from 
OickiDaoD,  informiDg  him  that  the  enemy  were  in  motion.  Ho 
ioitindy  aent  orders  to  Lee  to  push  forward  and  attack  thom, 
voka  there  should  be  powerful  reasons  to  the  contrary,  adding, 
Alt  he  was  coming  on  to  support  him.  For  that  purpose  ho 
nuaediately  set  forward  with  his  own  troops,  ordering  them  to 
throw  by  their  knapsacks  and  blankets. 

Knjphausen,  with  the  British  vanguard,  had  begun  about 
bjhretk  to  descend  into  the  valley  between  Monmouth  Court 
Bonae  and  Middletown.  To  give  the  long  train  of  waggons  and 
ptck  horses  time  to  get  well  on  the  way,  Sir  Henry  Clinton  with 
■ii  dioice  troops  remained  in  camp  on  the  heights  of  Freehold, 
Vttil  eight  oVlock,  when  ho  likewise  resumed  the  line  of  march 
*wvd  Middletown. 

In  the  mean  time  Lee,  on  hearing  of  the  early  movement 
tf  the  enemy,  had  advanced  with  the  brigades  of  Wayne  and 
Kttvell,  to  support  the  light  troops  engaged  in  skirmishing. 
ue  diffiulty  of  reconncoitring  a  country  cut  up  by  woods  and 
^OfMaea,  and  the  perplexity  occasioned  by  contradictory  reports, 
^Urrassed  his  movements.  Being  joined  by  Lafayette  with 
At  main  body  of  the  advance,  he  had  now  about  four  thousand 
^  9X  his  command,  independent  of  those  under  Morgan  and 
^'•'^ral  Dickinson. 

Arriving  on  the  heights  of  Freehold,  and  riding  forward  with 
^*i^  Wayne  to  an  open  place  to  reconnoitre,  Lee  caught  sight 
«»force  under  march,  but  partly  hidden  from  view  by  interven- 
■g  wooda.    Supposing  it  to  be  a  mere  covering  party  of  about 
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two  thonsand  men,  he  detached  Wayne  with  ■ami  Imdnll 
and  two  pie«Ks  of  artillery,  to  Bkirmisb  in  ita  rear  and  iM\ 
vbvck ;  while  lie,  witL  ihc  reet  of  bis  force,  taking  a  ahorttr; 
tbrougb  tko  woods,  would  get  io  front  of  it,  and  cot  it  tA 
tbe  main  body.  He  at  tbe  same  time  sent  a  message  to  IR 
ington,  apprising  Iiim  of  this  movemeat  and  of  hia  eeitaiil 
success.* 

Lhe  mean  time  was  on  hia  march  with  iWi 
e  advance,  sa  he  bad  promised.  The  im 
tance  indicated  thai  the  attack  so  modi  ia 
ind  caused  him  to  quicken  bia  march, 
near  Kruchuld  church,  where  the  road  forked,  he  detached 
with  purt  of  ilia  forcos  to  the  right,  to  flank  the  eoeiBjiiii 
rear  of  Mouiiiuutb  Court  IIou^,  while  he,  with  tbe  rast  rfl 
column,  would  prcs^  furwaid  by  tbe  other  road. 

WuHbinglon  bad  alighted  while  giving  tbeae  di 
was  standing  with  bis  iLrm  thrown  over  his  borsc,  nbea a i 
tryman  rode  up  and  ^aid  the  Contineatal  troops  were  retifi 
'Wa^tbiugton  was  provoked  at  what  he  considered  a  &lae  i 
The  man  pointed,  aa  bia  authority,  to  au  American  fifer  irluji 
then  came  up  in  brc at bk as  affright.  The  fifer  was  ordcrcdii 
custody  to  prevent  bis  spreading  an  nlarm  among  the  tiotp 
were  advancing,  and  was  threatened  with  a  flogging  dmU 
repeat  the  stury. 

Springing  ua  his  horse,  Wusbingtoa  had  moved  forward  hi' 
short  distance  when  be  met  other  fugitives,  one  in  the  guti  i^ 
soldier,  who  all  concurred  iu  the  report.  He  now  sent  fom» 
Colonels  Fitzgerald  and  Harrison,  to  learn  the  truth, 

*  Erideace  ol  Dr.  McUcnry  on  the  Court  MutuL 
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purred  past  Freehold  meeting  house.  Between  that 
1  the  monun  beyond  it,  he  met  Grajson^s  and  Patton^s 

in  most  disorderly  retreat,  jaded  with  heat  and  fatigue. 
p  to  the  officer  at  their  head,  Washington  demanded 
the  whole  adyanoed  corps  were  retreating.  The  officer 
hey  were. 

mcd  incredible.  There  had  been  scarce  any  firing-* 
on  had  received  no  notice  of  the  retreat  from  Lee.  He 
ilmost  inclined  to  doubt,  when  the  heads  of  several  col- 
he  advance  began  to  appear.  It  was  too  evident — the 
ranee  was  fiilling  back  on  the  main  body,  and  no  notice 

given  to  him.  One  of  the  first  officers  that  came  up 
ael  Shreve,  at  the  head  of  his  regiment ;  Washington, 
trprised  and  alarmed,  asked  the  meaning  of  this  retreat, 
nel  smiled  significantly — he   did  not  know — he  Lad 

by  order.  Tli^re  had  been  no  fighting  excepting  a 
rmish  with  the  enemy's  cavalry,  which  had  been  repulsed, 
spicion  flashed  across  Washington's  mind,  of  wrong- 
induct  on  the  part  of  Lee,  to  mar  the  plan  of  attack 
contrary  to  his  counsels.  Ordering  Colonel  Sbrcvo  to 
(  men  over  the  morass,  halt  them  on  the  hill  beyond  and 
lem,  he  galloped  forward  to  stop  the  retreat  of  the  rest 
ranee,  his  indignation  kindling  as  he  rode.  At  the  rear 
igiment  he  met  Major  Howard ;  he,  too,  could  give  no 
r  the  retreat,  but  seemed  provoked  at  it— declaring  that 
ever  seen  the  like.  Another  officer  exclaimed  with  an 
they  were  flying  from  a  shadow. 

ing  at  a  rising  ground,  Washington  beheld  Leo  ap- 
;  with  the- residue  of  his  command  in  full  retreat  By 
he  was  thoroughly  exasperated. 
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"  What  is  the  mcAning  of  sll  thia,  eir  f  "  dnnandcd 
iterneet  uid  ereo  fiercest  tone,  as  Lee  rode  np  to  him. 

Lee  for  a  moment  teas  disDODccrt«d,  and  hesitated  b  rndapf 
a  reply,  for  Washbglon'a  aspect,  aecordiog  to  Lafa;etl«,  t^ 
terrible. 

"  I  deaire  to  know  the  meaning  of  this  disorder  udi 
sion,"  vaa  again  demanded  still  more  Tchemeotly. 

Lee,  Btung  by  the  manner  more  than  tbe-words  of  the  de 
made  an  wigry  reply,  and  proroked   still  sbarpi 
which  bare  beco  variously  reported.     He  attempted  a  binild 
explanation.     His  troops  had  been  thrown  into  confiiBtan  ]i}  Mk 
tradictory  intelligence ;  by  disobedieneo  of  orders; 
dling  and  blundering  of  individuals ;  and  he  bad  not  felt  diapiM 
he  said,  to  beard  the  whole  British  army  with  troops  in 
tttnation. 

"I  have  certain  information,"  rejoined  Waahingtoo,  "flutl 
was  merely  a  strong  covering  party." 

"  That  may  be,  but  it  was  stronger  than  mine,  and  I  didi^ 
tbink  proper  to  ran  such  a  risk." 

"  I  am  very  sorry,"  replied  Washington,  "  that  yon  nntelM* 
the  command,  uulcss  yon  meant  to  fight  the  enemy." 

"  I  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  bring  on  a  genenl 
ment" 

"  Whatever  your  opinion  may  have  been,"  replied  Widif 
ton,  disdainfully,  "  i  expected  my  orders  would  iu*  I" 
obeyed." 

This  all  paaeed  rapidly,  and,  as  it  were,  in  fla^ies,  ftr  Atf 
was  no  time  for  parley.     The  enemy  were  within  a  qoarttt^", 
hour's  march.     Washington's  appearance   bad  stopped  fli 
treat;    Ihe  fortunes  of  the  day  were  to  be  retrieved,  if  |MI 
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7  iutaot  aiTaiigemeiit&  These  he  proceeded  to  make  with 
;reat  celerity.  The  pkee  was  favorable  for  a  stand ;  it  was  a 
inig'groaDd,  to  which  the  enemy  could  approach  only  over  a 
srrow  causeway.  The  rallied  troops  were  hastily  formed  upon 
his  eminence.  Colonels  Stewart  and  Bamsey,  with  two  batter- 
es,  were  stationed  in  a  covert  of  woods  on  their  left,  to  protect 
hem  uid  keep  the  enemy  at  bay.  Colonel  Oswald  was  posted 
or  ike  same  purpose  on  a  height,  with  two  field-pieces.  The 
ranptness  with  which  every  thing  was  done  showed  the  effects 
f  the  Baron  Steuben's  discipline. 

In  the  interim,  Lee,  being  asked  about  the  disposition  of  some 
i  the  troops,  replied  that  ho  could  give  no  orders  in  the  matter ; 
•  he  supposed  General  Washington  intended  he  should  have  no 
vther  command. 

Shortly  after  this,  Washington,  having  made  all  his  arrango- 
MQtB  with  great  dispatch  but  admirable  clearness  and  precision, 
^  hack  to  Lee  in  calmer  mood,  and  inquired,  "  Will  you  retain 
he  command  on  this  height  or  not  ?  if  you  will,  I  will  return  to 
he  main  body,  and  have  it  formed  on  the  next  height.^' 

"It  is  equal  to  me  where  I  command,"  replied  Lee. 

**I  expect  you  will  take  proper  means  for  checking  the 
■ony,"  rejoined  Washington. 

^  Your  orders  shall  be  obeyed ;  and  I  shall  not  be  the  first  to 
*•»•  the  ground,''  was  the  reply. 

A  warm  cannonade  by  0.>wald,  Stewart,  and  Bamsey,  had  the 
Kii'ed  effect.  The  enemy  were  brought  to  a  stand,  and  Wash- 
^n  had  time  to  gallop  back  and  bring  on  the  main  body. 
^  he  formed  on  an  eminence,  with  a  wood  in  the  rear  and  the 
'BKUi  in  front     The  left  wing  was  commanded  by  Lord  Stir- 
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liDg,  who  had  with  him  a  detaushment  of  artiDeiy  aad 
field-pieces.     General  Greene  was  on  his  right. 

Lee  had  maintained  his  advanced  position  with  gmt 
but  was  at  length  obliged  to  retire.     He  brought  off  hit  kiii|li 
good  order  acrois  a  caasewaj  which  trarersed  the  moraa  it 
of  Lord  Stirling.     As  he  had  promised,  he  was  the  laitto 
the  ground.     Having  formed  his   men  in  a  line,  bgiftl 
morass,  he  rode  up  to  Washington.     ''  Here,  ur,  are  mj 
Slid  he ;   '*  how  is  it  jour  pleasure  I  shoald  dispose  of  tka 
Wasliington  saw  that  the  poor  fellows  were  exhausted  fcf 
iug,  couutcr-marching,  hard  fighting  and  the  intolerabk  ImI 
the  weather  :  be  ordered   Lee,  therefore,  to  repair  with  theat 
the  rear  of  Englishtown,  and  assemble  there  all  the  seattflii 
fugitives  he  might  meet  with. 

The  batteries  under  the  direction  of  Lord  Stirling  opeaell 
brisk  and  well-sustained  fire  upon  the  enemy ;  who,  finding  tJMip 
selves  warmly  opposed  in  front,  attempted  to  turn  the  left  ki 
of  the  Americans,  but  were  driven  back  by  detached  pirtieirf 
infantry  stationed  there.  Thej'  then  attempted  the  right;  M 
here  were  met  by  General  Greene,  who  had  planted  his  ariilkiy 
under  Knox,  on  a  commanding  ground,  and  not  only  chem 
them  but  enfiladed  those  who  were  in  front  of  the  left  ini(  ' 
Wuync  too,  with  an  advanced  party  posted  in  an  orchard,  sil 
partly  sheltered  by  a  barn,  kept  up  a  severe  and  well-directed  fa  ; 

I 

upon  the  enemy's  centre.  Repeated  attempts  were  nude  to  &- 
lodge  him,  but  in  vaiiL  Colonel  Mouckton  of  the  rojal  greM* 
dlers,  who  had  distinguished  himself  and  been  wounded  isthi  [ 
battle  of  Long  Island,  now  undertook  to  drive  Wayne  fioaw 
post  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  Having  made  a  brief  hannp* 
to  Lis  men,  he  led  them  on  in  column.     Waync^s  men  reienvi 
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ftor  fire,  until  Colonel  Monokton,  waving  his  sword,  called  out 
te  kit  grenadiers  to  charge.  At  that  instant  a  sheeted  volley 
Ud  him  low,  and  made  great  slaughter  in  his  column,  which  was 
^unrepobcd. 

The  enemy  at  length  gave  way,  and  fell  back  to  the  ground 
vUck  Lee  had  occupied  in  the  morning.  Here  their  flanks  wero 
Hcored  by  woods  and  morasses,  and  their  front  could  only  bo 
ijfmched  across  a  narrow  causeway. 

Notwithstanding  the  difficulties  of  the  position,  Washington 
iRpucd  to  attack  it ;  ordering  General  Poor  with  his  own  and 
Ao  Carolina  brigade,  to  move  round  upon  their  right,  and  Gene- 
nl  Woodford  on  their  left ;  while  the  artillery  should  gall  them 
^  front:  Before  these  orders  could  be  carried  into  effect  the  day 
Viiftt  an  end.  Many  of  the  soldiers  had  sunk  upon  the  ground, 
*vatome  by  fatigue  and  the  heat  of  the  weather;  all  needed 
KpOtt  The  troops,  therefore,  which  had  been  in  the  advance, 
V^  ordered  to  lie  on  their  arms  on  the  ground  they  occupied,  so 
II  to  be  ready  to  make  the  attack  by  daybreak.  The  main  army 
did  the  same,  on  the  field  of  action,  to  be  at  hand  to  support 
^kn.  Washington  lay  on  his  cloak  at  the  foot  of  a  tree,  with 
Wiyette  beside  him,  talking  over  the  strang<^ conduct  of  Lee; 
vhose  disorderly  retreat  had  come  so  near  being  fatal  to  the 
•my. 

It  was  indeed  a  matter  of  general  perplexity,  to  which  the 
^yvard  character  of  Lee  greatly  contributed.  Some  who  rccol- 
*^  his  previous  opposition  to  all  plan  of  attack,  almost  sus- 
I^cted  him  of  wilfully  aiming  to  procure  a  defeat.  It  would  up- 
i^}  however,  that  he  had  been  really  surprised  and  thrown  into 
'^ufauoQ  by  a  move  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  who,  seeing  the  forco 
^dir  Lee  descending  on  his  rear  from   Freehold  heights,  had 


400  LIFX  OF  WABHIirGtOy.  p77l 

suddenly  tnnicd  upon  it,  aided  by  troops  from  KnypbniBi^ 
division,  to  oblige  it  to  call  to  its  aasurtanee  the  flankug  putiet 
under  Morgan  and  Dickinson,  which  were  threatcmng  bii  lug- 
gage train.  So  that  Lcc,  instead  of  a  mere  oorering  party  vUeh 
he  had  expected  to  cut  off,  had  found  himself  front  to  front 
with  the  whole  rear  division  of  the  British  army ;  and  that  Un^ 
ou  unfavorable  ground,  with  a  deep  ravine  and  a  morass  in  Ui 
rear. 

He  endeavored  to  form  his  troops  for  action.  Oswald^!  v- 
tillery  began  to  play,  and  there  was  some  skirmishing  with  At 
enemy *ri  light-horse,  in  which  they  were  repulsed.  But  miitikH 
occurred ;  orders  were  misunderstood ;  one  corps  after  inodMf 
fell  baok,  until  the  whole  retreated,  almost  without  a  strugg^ 
before  an  inferior  force.  Lee,  himself,  seemed  to  partake  of  the 
contusion ;  taking  no  pains  to  check  the  retrograde  movementi 
nor  to  send  notice  of  it  to  the  main  body  upon  which  thejwoi 
falling  back. 

What  opinions  Washington  gave  on  the  subject,  in  tlM 
course  of  his  conversation  with  the  marquis,  the  latter  does  not 
toll  us ;  after  it  was  ended,  he  wrapped  himself  in  his  cloak,  an 
slept  at  the  foot  oi  the  tree,  among  his  soldiers. 

At  daybreak  the  drums  beat  the  reveille.  The  troops  rooin 
themselves  from  their  heavy  sleep,  and  prepared  for  iCtioa 
To  their  surprise,  the  enemy  had  disappeared  :  there  was  adeicrV 
ed  camp,  in  which  were  found  four  officers  and  about  forty  pn* 
vates,  too  severely  wounded  to  be  conveyed  away  by  the  rctre»tii»g 
army.  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  it  appeared,  had  allowed  his  wcari* 
troops  but  short  repose  on  the  preceding  night  At  ten  o'ckA 
when  the  American  forces  were  buried  in  their  first  sleep,  he  W 
set  forward  to  join  the  division  under  Kuyphauseui  which,  with  tv 
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ftn^n,  having  pusLed  do  during  the  action,  was  far  c 
[  14  HiddleUiwQ.     So  Gilont  had  been  his  retreat,  that  i| 
tui  by  Qeaeral  Poor's  advance  party,  whicli  lay  near  b 
dirtuicv  to  which    the  enemy  must  by  this  time  h 
,  the  extntae  heat  of  the  weather,  and  the  fatigued  c 
r  the  troops,  deterred  Washington  from  contiuuiug  a  pur- 
lugh  a  couutry,  where  tlie  roada  were  deep  and  sandy, 
It  was  great  scarcity  of  water.      Besides,  persons 
ed  with  the  country  assureJ  him  that  it  would  be  ij 
Wiiioy  ihi:  eoemy  in  their  cmbarliation,  us  be  must  a 
tie  place  by  a  narrow  passage,  cfl|iublc  of  being  defended 
'men  against  his  whole  force.     Detaching  General  Max- 
igade  aud  }Iorg!«'s  rifle  corps,  therefore,  to  hang  o 
ihe  enemy,    prevent  depredatioa  and   encourage  i 
I  determined  to  shape  his  course  with  his  main  body  b 
Ick  toward  the  Hudson,  lest  Sir  Henry  should  have  anj 
pon  the  posts  there. 

;  American  loss  in  the  recent  battle  was  eight  officers 
If-one  privates  kilted,  and  about  one  hundred  and  sixty 
L,  Among  the  slain  were  Lieutenant-colonel  Bunuer  of 
Fanit,  and   Major   Dickinson  of    Virginia,  both  j 

I 

flffioers  who  had  charge  of  tlic  burying  parties  i 

f  found    two   hundred  aud  forty-five 

nd  privates,  and  four  officers,  left  dead  by  the  enemy  on 

\  of  battle.      There  were  fresh    graves   in    the  viduity 

t  which  the  enemy  had  hurried  tbeir  slain  before  retrca 

^  number  of  prisoners,  including  those  found  woundeJ 

rards  of  one  hundred. 

B  uf  the  troops  on  both  sides  bad  perished  u 


403  LIFE  OF  WA8HIN0T0S. 


.1 


•ome  irere  found  on  [he  border  of  %  Etream  irhicli  n 

it  MDong  aldrr  biutlies,  whilbcr,  overcome  hy  heat,  f(tigde< 

tbint,  diey  bad  cranled  to  drink  and  die. 

Among  the  gallant  siain  of  [ho  enemy  wm  Colonel  M* 
ton,  who  fcll  BO  bravely  when  leading  on  his  grenadien, 
remkins  w«-e  interred  in  the  burial-ground  of  the  FrecboU  n 
ing-hotue,  upon  a  stone  of  which  edifice  hia  came  is  nidelj  i 

After  gtTing  hia  [roops  ft  day's  repose  Washiogtoo  itat 
on  tin  SOtli.  Hia  mareh  lay  through  a  coantry  deitiraii 
water,  with  deep,  sandy  roads  wearying  to  the  feet,  and  refc 
the  intolerable  heat  and  glare  of  a  July  eqd.  Mu;  of 
troops,  haraued  by  preriona  &tigne,  gars  ont  bj  tie 
Some  few  died,  and  a  number  of  bUaes  wen  Ithmt 
Washington,  ever  considerate  of  Ae  health  and  eonM  4 
men,  encamped  near  Branswiok  on  open,  airy  groandi,  mA 
them  time  to  repose ;  while  Lientenant-c(4oDd  Aanv  Bl 
that  time  a  yonng  and  enterprising  officer,  waa  mrtestl 
noitring  expedition,  to  leam  the  moremente  and  iulwliiMl 
enemy.  He  was  autfaoriud  to  deapateh  tmsty  penm  nM 
York  to  make  observatioos,  ooUeet  reports,  and  get  aeHfi 
Others  were  to  be  sent  to  the  heights  of  Bergn,  Weiha* 
Uoboken,  which  command  a  riew  of  the  bay  aai  rinr,  I 
aerre  the  sitnation  of  the  enemy's  forces,  and  note  wMn 
movement  among  the  shipping  gave  signs  o[  an  expedi^  i 
Hudson ;  the  immediate  object  of  aoliatiide^ 

Sir  Henry  CUnton  with  the  royal  army  had  anrnd  i 
Highlands  of  Navesink,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Sandy  He 
the  80th  of  June.     He  bad  lost  many  meo  by  deaotiOBi  Si 
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Moallj,  during  his  marcli  through  the  Jerseys,  which,  with 
I  losses  hj  killed,  wounded  and  captured,  had  diminished  his 
nay  more  than  two  thousand  men.  The  storms  of  the  preccd- 
5  wbter  had  cut  off  the  peninsula  of  Sandy  Hook  from  the 
ain  land,  and  formed  a  deep  channel  between  them.  Fortu- 
itdy  the  squadron  of  Lord  Howe  had  arrived  the  day  before, 
id  was  at  anchor  within  the  Hook.  A  bridge  was  immediately 
■de  across  the  channel  with  the  boats  of  the  ships,  over  which  the 
"ay  passed  to  the  Hook  on  the  5th  of  July,  and  thence  was 
bkrilNrted 

It  was  now  encamped  in  three  divisions  on  Staten  Island, 
■ong  Island,  and  the  island  of  New  York :  apparently  without 
■J  immediate  design  of  offensive  operations.  There  was  a 
porous  press  in  New  York  to  man  the  large  ships  and  fit  them 
or  set,  but  this  was  in  consequence  of  a  report  that  a  French 
vet  had  arrived  on  the  coast. 

Believed  by  this  intelligence  from  all  apprehensions  of  an 
'^pedition  by  the  enemy  up  the  Hudson,  Washington  relaxed  the 
P^  of  his  movements,  and  halted  for  a  few  days  at  Paramus, 
^^fvag  his  troops  as  much  as  possible  during  the  extreme  sum* 
arheat& 


Hatino  broagbt  the  arm;  to  a  halt,  we  hkve  Hat  to 
Mirespoodence  betneen  General  Lee  and  Washiogton 
atelj  Bubaeqneot  to  the  affair  of  Monmnuth.     The  priltrfl 
general  had  been  deeplj  wounded  bj  the  rebuke  he  had 
<m  the  field  of  battle.     On  the  following  day  (Jam  9B^  >• 
addressed  a  note  to  WiLshington  on  the  Bobject.     Bj  Birti 
was  dated  July   1st.     "  Prom  the  knowledge  I  have  af ' 
Excellency's  rliaractor,"  writes  he,  "  I  must  eondnde  iWMi 
but  the  tnislDformation  of  sonic  very  stupid,  t 
of  some  very  vicked  person,  could  have  occasioDed  your  M^ 
tise  of  so  verj-  siiignlor  expressions  as  you  did  on  my  cMnf^ 
to  the  ground  wlicrc  you  had  taken  poet.     They  implied  Ml 
VBS  guilty  either  of  disobedience  of  orders,  want  of  Modv^' 
want  of  courage.      Your   Eicellency   will   therefore  nfcW 
oblige  mo  by  litting  nic  know  on  which  of  these  thns ntiw 
you  ground  your  cliarge.     I  ever  hod,  and  hope  ever  dnHlK^ 
the  greatest  respect  and  veneration  for  General  Waahiajtoa. 
tlunk  him  endowed  wUV  nvuii.^  ^c«X  «iA  ^lod  qnalitiea;  W  ■ 
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jv»  «UB0t  Afford  ma  gnftter  plauora  Ham  in  piiaf  M  i> 
Opportunit;  of  showing  to  Annie*  tlM  BuffineDej  of  WMf* 
tir*  acrvuiti.  I  tnut  tfatt  tMBporar;  power  of  tAat,  mtpt 
tiud  dignit]-  altendiiig  it,  will  not  be  kU«,  trf  «U  tb*  Mliiv 
wa  TMM,  to  offoBOAte  the  bri^t  nyi  of  tnitb,  la  Ibe  mm 
time,  your  Exeellenojr  c*>>  have  no  objeotion  to  nj  mtiiiiig  tw 
tbe  annj,"  &c 

Shortly  after  deipatcbing  this  aota,  Lee  ailili  rwanil  innthrtf  ] 
Wtahington.  "  I  bare  raSected  oa  both  your  staatki  mI  , 
mioe,"  writes  lie,  "and  beg  leare  to  ofaeerr^that  itwiDkit' 
OUT  mntoal  cooTeaience  that  a  eouit  of  bqiuij  rfionU  bainfr 
diatcly  ordered :  but  I  conld  with  that  it  might  be  a  eoutM^ 
tial ;  fur,  if  tho  affiur  ia  dravrn  into  length,  it  may  be  dificaltio 
collect  tbe  Dcccasary  evidcDccs,  and  perhapa  might  bring  oa  * 
papiir  war  bctnixt  tbe  adherents  to  both  parties,  whidi  n*; 
occasion  some  disagreeable  fuuds  on  llu;  continent ;  forillu* 
not  my  friends,  nor  all  your  admiren;  I  must  entrea^  6"^ 
fore,  front  year  bre  of  jnstioo,  that  you  will  immediately O^ 
your  charge,  and  that  on  the  first  halt  I  may  be  brou^t  to  a  tnu- 

Washington  in  reply  acknowledged  tbe  reodpt  of  tbe  lio  W 
notes,  and  added,  "  I  have  sent  Coloael  8<&mmel  and  ilu  •'j*' 
taut-general,  to  pot  yon  under  arrest,  who  will  delirer  yoa  *  "91 
of  tbe  charges  on  which  yoa  will  be  tried." 

The  following  were  the  ohargea 

Isl.  Disobedience  of  orders,  in  not  attaeking  the  (bhiJ  * 
tbe  28th  June,  agreeably  to  repeated  inatruetion^ 

2d.  Misbehavior  before  the  enemy  on  tbe  nme  dty,  *? 
making  an  unneceaaary,  disorderly,  and  ahamtfol  retreat. 

3d.  Disrespect  to  the  eommander-in-obief  ia  two  letlen,  dif 
the  Ist  of  July,  and  the  28th  of  Jane. 
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)  murt-iBJU'tisI  wu  accordingly  formed  oo  tho  4tli  of  July, 
ksiuwiclc,  llie  first  halting  place.  It  waa  composed  of  one 
gi'iieraJ,  four  brigadiers,  and  eight  colooels,  with  Lord 
ig  *a  prasideat.  It  moved  with  tho  army,  and  convened 
[iienlljt  at  Patanvis,  Peekskill,  nod  Northcastle,  the  trial 
Bgontil  the  12th  of  August.  From  tho  time  it  coniincQced, 
ilngten  nerer  mentioned  Lee's  name  vhen  he  could  aviiid  it, 
Then  he  could  not,  ho  mentioned  it  without  the  smallest 

acrimony  or  disrespect. 
IiM,  on  the  contrary,  indulged  his  natural  irritabiltv  of  tcm- 
ttd  diarpnesa  of  tongue.  When  put  on  his  guard  against  any 
kperatfl  railings  against  Washlngtan,  as  calculated  to  injure 
uue,  be  spurned  at  the  advice.  "  No  attack,  il  aeem?,  can 
wle  on  General  Washington  but  it  must  recoil  on  the  afisail- 
I  never  entertained  the  most  distant  wish  or  intention 
ticking  General  Washington.  I  have  ever  honored  aud 
tct«d  hiu  as  a  man  and  a  citizen  ;  but  if  tho  circle  which 
ttuds  him  chooses  to  erect  him  into  aa  infallible  divinity,  I 
wrlainly  prove  a  heretic;  and  if,  great  as  he  is,  he  can 
ipt  wounding  every  thing  I  ought  to  hold  dear,  he  must 
i  hit  priests  if  bis  deityship  gets  scratched  in  the  scuffle."  * 
B  thti  repeated  sessions  of  the  court-martial  and  the  long  es- 
iliona  which  took  place,  many  of  tLc  unfavorable  impressions 
received,  concerning  the  cocduot  and  motives  of  Loo,  were 
Dcl  Some  of  the  officers  iu  bis  deluchmcul,  who  bad  made 
BiioDs  against  him  to  tho  com  ma  udcr- in -chief  previuud  to 
iHal,  eepocially  Generals  Wayno  and  Scott,  were  found  not  to 
ouderstood  all  the  circumatancea  of  the  cose  iu  wliioh  ho 

•  letter  to  Joseph  Heed.     Spurki.  Biug.  of  Lot,  p.  IT4. 


408 


LITB  OF  WASHIKOTOK. 


ma  plsced  in  bis  encounter  vith  the  re&r  divieioB  of  Sir  Btcrj 
Clinton,  and  that  tlmt  division  had  been  largely  reiufaiwd  If 
trooiM  ftom  General  Kuypbausen.  I 

Lw  defeiidud  Liinaclf  with  ability.     He  contended  thuite  , 
tha  troops  had  commeDccd  to  fnll  back,  itv conseijiiL'DM  of  t  rtirvi 
grads  moraueiit  of  General  Scott,  he  had  inteaded  to  form  liia 
on  the  first  advantageous  gronnd  he  could  find,  and  itut  mm  < 
tatHk  presented  itself  until  he  reached  the  place  nherc  he  Ul 
General  Wssliiugtonj  on  which  very  place  he  had  iolenltdk 


He  denied  that  in  the  vbole  course  of  the  daj  he  had  tWHi 
the  word  retreat.  But  this  retreat,  said  ho,  though  necesT, 
was  brought  about  contrary  to  my  nrders,  contrary  to  my  inW' 
tion;  and,  if  any  thing  can  deduct  from  my  credit,  it  i>,4ill 
did  not  ordtr  a  retreat  which  wa«  so  neeessary.* 

Judge  Marshall  observes  of  the  variety  of  reasoM  gi'^'I 
Lee  in  justification  of  h'm  retreat,  "  if  they  do  not  ibsolv^ 
establish  its  propriety,  tbey  give  it  so  questionable  a  fiiniijMl' 
render  it  probable  that  a  public  esamination  never  ffoulJ  In" 
taken  place,  could  his  proad  spirit  liave  stooped  to  «ftr  «i|^ 
tion  instead  of  outrage  to  the  oosunander-in-ehieC" 

The  result  of  the  prolonged  and  tedions  btresliptfal  W% 
that  he  was  found  guilty  of  all  tbecharges  exhibited  agiM**! 
the  second  charge,  however,  was  sofWed  by  omitting  Ai  "I* 
aham^ul,  and  oonviotiag  him  of  making  a&  "  oiuweaHaiy,  mI* 
some  instances  a  disorderly  retreaL"  He  was  sBBteBWdtil* 
suspended  from  all  oonmand  for  one  year:  the 
approved  or  set  Siside  by  Congree& 


>  Latin  Ml>c.'8Bi^   ^vAM.VIaf^  tUm, 
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We  must  o^ia  anticipate  dates,  to  dispose  brieflj  of  the 
ccr  of  Ocncral  Lee,  who  ia  not  connected  with  subaequQut 
nts  of  the  Revolution.  Congress  tccre  more  than  three 
Dtbg  in  cnniing  to  a.  decifuon  00  the  proceedings  of  the  court- 
nial  As  the  House  olwa^'s  sat  with  closed  doors,  the  dcbati^s 
tin  nibject  are  unknown,  but  are  said  to  have  Ikcd  wai-iu. 
c  wged  for  spi-vdj  action,  and  regretted  that  the  people  at 
g(  tould  DOt  b«  admitlei]  to  form  an  audience,  when  the  dis- 
■ioi)  was  entered  into  of  the  justice  or  iniquity,  wisdom  or 
l^rdil}'  of  the  sentenec  that  bad  been  pa.ssed  upon  him.  At 
igUi,  01)  the  5th  of  December,  the  ecntence  was  approved  in  a 
f^S  liiin  stj^i'iD  of  Congrei^  fifteen  members  voting  in  the 
dilutive  and  seven  in  the  negative. 

Fran  that  time  Lee  was  unmeasured  in  his  abuse  of  'Wash- 
Ion,  and  his  reprobation  of  the  court-martial,  which  ho  termed 
"oiiurt  of  inquisition."  Ho  published  a  long  article  in  the 
"jKijicn  relative  to  the  trinl  and  to  the  ufTuir  at  Monmouth, 
to  injure  Washioglon.  "I  have  neither  the  leisure 
iwlinatinu,"  observes  the  latter,  "  to  eater  the  lists  with  him 
1  MW3pa)i«r ;  and  so  far  as  his  production  poiota  to  person- 
I'l,  I  can  and  do  from  loy  inmost  soul  despise  it.  "  "  •  • 
lix^Uie  a  part  of  General  Lee'a  plan,  from  the  moment  of 
tiTMt,  though  it  was  an  event  eolicited  b;  himself,  to  have 
'  oerlil  believe  tliat  ho  was  a  persecuted  man,  and  party  was 
m  bottom  of  it.  Dut  however  convenient  it  may  have  been 
kis  porpoees  lo  establish  this  belief,  I  defy  bim,  or  his  most 
nus  partisans,  to  adduce  a  single  instance  in  proof  of  it,  unless 
"■giog  him  to  trial,  at  bis  own  request,  be  considered  in  this 
■  I  can  do  more;  I  will  defy  any  person,  out  of  my  own 
'1,  l4  atj,  thai  I  have  ever  meutioued  his  name,  if  it  was  to 
TOL.  lil. — IS 


M   ^mioau.    isa  'wr^n  lo^  :aB  I  6iw  art  fiaiioHlj  dBcBsBtt 


*  ilf*--*       »■■■  >l^»t*       W*f?1       "Via.       M^     ^a^     .«^H«»     M^^iMaA     ^iMMf^^A         V       V       ^ 


«  *  i.^  :  k^v  lanfcaiM  s^  >&■«?  «£  Ua,  M  Miter 
'^i-T  4i>  jiur«-  -jiaa  mmimm  cmlirr  lai  |*<ipv  raipMt  to 
..?  ""u:^  ^luirvni.  :u  vmsuaov  ain  swd  ifriiw  Hit  teuper 
•.:•.  'oib  'Vims  "liu  -nBmale  joit  vruunfi  B»  attncl  Myadain^ 
u:ti.  -nac  Z  javi  da«K>i  iu  ««nm  «f  kb  too^ve  and  peo 
-«  "l!^^  :i-  Ttun  "D  ie  -wimiispf^  ifi  saas  Vflaaded;  asitbi 
':.^  r  >c    ¥::ic2i  -&i  Jiii-«r.  ixniifr  vifewe  ioEscdiate  commanl  bs 

-  -  ^r<-^i.  jw^  i*i  iw  lidopuMBi^  tf  fcapymft  cvi  be  thitda- 
-:i  .:i.r:i:l*u.  it    xnticni;.  *  * 

-  irx  jtaLuma.:.  Tin  >:i«  Ji'uj^if  >;iind  to  Tindicate  the  hoDO^ 
.1   i^  :!i.eL     A   i-itfL  xviK  ?ua>!.  &;i>i  Le«  v;u  voimded  in  to* 


*;■:•■. 

r  .'nris  sorj^r  i*i  T^tz^r^d  z^?  hiff  esase  in  BerkW  County  u* 
V.rj'.2.i.  :o  ji-xn  w  "jt.v  :oba*xx  wiaciu*'  obtserres  be  witb  • 
«a..-*.*a2>c.>:  ^naec>io  i:  Wi;<«aLi!^too.  *"  u  the  best  aebool  to  fo^  * 
0-. --:»:ixz:i:e  'J*ri*n*l     Thi*  »  ft  didccufrr  I  bare  Ul«ly  nafc 

He  leu  &  kind  of  ii«nn.:i  Iif«  oa  b»  estate :  dogs  and  bor90 
w^re  bis  £iTori:e  compa&ioi».  HU  booie  is  deKribed  as  beinS 
ft  mere  shell,  destitute  of  cotafbrts  and  eonrenicikeea.  For  wa^ 
of  pftrtitior.5  the  different  fans  were  desij^jnated  by  lines  cbatt^ 
on  the  floor.  In  one  comer  was  bis  bed:  in  another  woe  htf 
book« ;  his  saddles  and  bame»  in  a  tbird ;  a  fourth  served  as  * 
kitchen. 

•  Wtdu^ton  to  BmcL    9puk%  toL  vL  188L 
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'  Sir,"  odd  he  to  a  Tiaitor,  '^  it  is  the  most  eonyement  and 
^coDomietl  eetablishment  in  the  world.  The  lines  of  chalk 
vhieh  joa  see  on  the  floor,  mark  the  divisions  of  the  apartmcut^, 
*»1  I  ciQ  sit  in  any  comer  and  oyerlook  the  whole  without 
"WTingfirom  my  chair." 

In  this  retirement  he  solaced  his  mortification  and  resentment 
^J  exercising  his  canstic  pen  in  "  Queries  Political  and  Mili- 
^7/'  intended  to  disparage  the  merits  and  conduct  of  Washing- 
^1  and  which  were  published  in  a  Maryland  newspaper.  His 
■ttempts,  it  is  needless  to  say,  were  fallacious,  and  only  recoiled 
^  hi«  own  head. 

The  term  of  his  suspension  had  expired,  when  a  rumor  reached 
■^m  that  Congress  intended  to  take  away  his  commission.  He 
^  in  bodily  pain  at  the  time ;  his  horses  were  at  the  door 
■or  in  excursion  of  •  business ;  the  intelligence  '<  rufQed  his  tctn- 
ptt  heyond  all  bounds."  In  his  hurry  and  heat,  without  attempt- 
Uf  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  the  report,  he  scrawled  the  following 
**teto  the  President  of  Congress  :  "  Sir,  T  understand  that  it  i.^ 
^  contemplation  of  Congress,  on  the  principle  of  ccor.omy,  to 
■W^e  me  out  of  their  service.  Congress  must  know  very  little 
^  n^,  if  they  suppose  that  I  would  accept  of  tbeir  money,  sinco 
^  confirmation  of  the  wicked  and  infamous  sentence  which  was 
l»«ied  upon  me.     I  am,  sir,"  &c. 

This  insolent  note  occasioned  his  prompt  dismissal  from  the 
"^ce.  He  did  not  complain  of  it ;  but  in  a  subsequent  and 
'^H^ful  letter  to  the  president,  explained  the  mistaken  iufor- 
^tbn  which  had  produced  his  note,  and  the  state  of  body  and 
^^  in  which  it  was  written.  "  But,  sir,"  added  he,  "  I  must 
•**^t,  in  the  acknowledging  of  the  impropriety  and  indecorum 
^  uij  conduct  in  this  afiair,  it  may  not  be  supposed  that  I  mean 


( 
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to  eowrt  %  TCstorftdoD  to  the  renk  I  held ;  so  fiu  from  it,  \iiil 
do  annre  yoa,  bad  not  Un  iaotdeat  folleo  oat,  I  alAald  b»t 
TeqQ«flted  GongresB  to  accept  tn;  resignation,  oa,  fi>r  obtna 
reuona,  whilst  the  army  is  oootiaued  in  its  preseitt  cimia»tii>c4 
^  I  coold  not  MTTe  with  safety  and  dignity,"  &a. 

Though  bitter  in  hia  enmities,  Lee  bad  bU  f ricoMipf,  inJ 
was  wann  and  constant  in  them  u  &r  as  hta  oapricioiu  haMa 
Wuuld  allow.  There  was  nothing  crafty  or  mean  iu  bis  clunclK 
nor  do  wo  think  bo  over  engaged  in  the  low  tutriguu  »( <^ 
cabal;  but  he  was  a  disappointed  and  embittered  nun,  tod  lb 
gall  of  bitterness  overflowed  bb  generous  qualities.  InMt 
diitcordant  state  of  feeling,  be  was  not  a  man  for  the  sweet  s& 
tude  of  the  eouutry.  lie  became  weary  of  hia  Virginii  «rt«l«i 
thimgh  in  one  of  tbe  mnst  fertile  regions  of  tbe  SbcouM 
Valley.  His  farm  was  mismanaged  ;  hia  agoBtfl  were  ontoWi 
lie  entered  into  nugotiations  to  dispose  of  hia  property,  in^ 
course  of  whieh  ho  visited  Philadelphia.  On  arriving  ibn,^ 
was  taken  with  chills,  followed  by  a.  fever,  which  went  on  Idbm^ 
ing  in  violence,  and  terminated  fatally.  A  soldier  cveaBnta^ 
end,  warlike  scenes  miitgled  with  the  delirinm  of  bismsladj^  !■ 
his  dying  momcuts  he  fancied  himself  on  tbo  field  of  battla  i" 
last  words  be  was  heard  to  utter  were,  "  Stand  by  me,  lay  b»l 
grenadiers ! " 

He  left  a  will  and  testament  strongly  marked  by  lut  pM^ 
itiea.  There  are  bequests  to  intimates  of  horses,  weapoM,*" 
anms  to  purchase  rings  of  affection  ;  ample  and  genertms  po* 
ions  for  domestics,  one  of  whom  he  stylos  hb  "  old  and  («''*" 
aervant,  or  rather,  humble  friend."  lib  landed  estate  la  BeW 
waa  to  be  divided  into  three  equal  parts,  two  of  them  bttX* 
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two  of  hii  former  aides-de-camp,  and  the  other  third  between 
twogeatlemeii  to  whom  he  felt  under  obligations.  All  his  resid- 
wj  property  to  go  to  his  sister  Sidney  Lee  and  her  heirs. 

Eocentric  to  the  last,  one  clanse  of  his  will  regards  his  sepul- 
ture :*<  I  desire  most  earnestly  that  I  may  not  be  buried  in  auy 
dnuth  or  ehnrchyard,  or  within  a  mile  of  any  Presbyterian  or  Aua- 
Ittptist  meeting-house ;  for,  since  I  have  resided  in  this  country, 
I  ba?e  kept  so  much  bad  company  while  living,  that  I  do  not 
ckxne  to  coDtinuc  it  when  dead.^^ 

This  part  of  his  will  was  not  complied  with.  He  was  buried 
vith  military  honors  in  the  cemetery  of  Christ  church  ,*  and  his 
Amend  was  attended  by  the  highest  civic  and  military  charac- 
t^  and  a  large  concourse  of  citizens. 

The  magnanimity  exhibited  by  Washington  in  regard  to  Leo 
vhile  living,  continued  after  his  death.  Ho  never  spoke  of  him 
^th  asperity,  but  did  justice  to  his  merits,  acknowledging  that 
'^  possessed  many  great  qualities.'' 
Iq  after  years,  there  was  a  proposition  to  publish  the  manu- 
"^pts  of  General  Lee,  and  Washington  was  consulted  in  the 
^Atter,  as  there  might  be  hostile  articles  among  them  which  he 
'^^^t  wish  to  have  omitted.  *^  I  can  have  no  request  to  mnko 
deeming  the  work,"  writes  he  in  reply.  **  I  never  had  a  diflfer- 
^^  with  that  gentleman  but  on  public  grounds ;  and  my  con- 
^^  towards  him  on  this  occasion  was  such,  only,  as  I  felt  myself 
'^'^I'pensably  bound  to  adopt  in  discharge  of  the  public  trust 
'^posed  in  me.  If  this  produced  in  him  unfavorable  sentiments  of 
'^^i  I  can  never  consider  the  conduct  I  pursued,  with  rcppcct  to 
^^)  either  wrong  or  improper,  however  I  may  regret  that  it  may 
'^'^^  bcea  differently  viewed  by  him,  and  that  it  excited  his  anger 
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Should   there   appe&r  in  Geoad  LlA< 
writiiigs  an;  thing  injnrioua  or  anfrieodly  to  me,  tha  Difl 
and  dispaarionate  world  must  decide  how  fu  I  deserred  it 
the  ge&enl  Icnor  of  m;  coadoot" 


CHAPTER   XXXVI. 

KITIL  OV  ▲  FmmCH    FLKET — OOBBV8POHDEXCE  OV  WASHnVOTOH  AHD    TBB 

ooonr  D*BsrAiiia — ^plaib  or  the  oouirr— pbrtitrbation  at  hbw  tork— 
KiciTBMignr  a  tbb  fbknch  flbbt — kxpsdrioh  AOAiMfjr  rhodk  olaicd 

"-^mMATJOJa   BT  SKA  A3tD  LAND — FAILURE  OP  TUB  EXPEDITION — IBRITA- 
VIOS  BKnrEKN  THE  AtXIED    FORCES — OONBIDSSATK  LBITKB  OF  WA8HINO- 
- 101  10  THE  COUNT  d'bSTAINO. 

'  BiLi  encamped  at  Paramos,  Washington,  in  the  night  of  the 
^th  of  July,  received  a  letter  from  Congress  informing  him  of 
^e  arriral  of  a  French  fleet  on  the  coast;  instmcting  him  to 
>ucert  measures  with  the  commander,  the  Count  D^Estaing,  for 
Seosive  operations  by  sea  and  land,  and  empowering  him  to  call 
^  the  States  from  New  Hampshire  to  New  Jersey  inclusive,  to 
^d  with  their  militia. 

The  fleet  in  question  was  composed  of  twelve  ships  of  the  line 
^^  six  frigates,  with  a  land  force  of  four  thousand  men.  On 
^d  of  it  came  Mons.  Grerard,  minister  from  France  to  the 
oited  States,  and  the  Hon.  Silas  Deane,  one  of  the  American 
ministers  who  had  efiiected  the  late  treaty  of  alliance.  The  fleet 
^  sailed  from  Toulon  on  the  1 3th  of  April  After  struggling 
^sunst  adverse  winds  for  eighty-seven  or  eighty-eight  days,  it  had 
ade  its  appearance  off  the  northern  extremity  of  the  Virginia 
utf  and  anchored  at  tlie  mouth  of  the  Delaware,  on  the  eighth 
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of  July.  Thence  the  coaot  despatched  » letter  to  WirfusgU^ 
dated  «t  gea.  "  I  have  the  honor  of  imparting  to  jmr  En^ 
len^,"  wiitea  he,  "  the  arriral  of  the  king^  fleet,  chafed bjUt 
ma}esty  with  the  glorious  task  of  givbg  fais  allies,  the  VM 
States  of  America,  the  most  strildng  proofs  of  hii 
Nothing  viU  be  wanting  to  my  haj^iaess,  if  I  can  raeeMdiii)^ 
It  is  sngmenled  by  the  consideration  of  coceerting  my  opoiluM 
irith  s  Qeoeral  such  as  your  Ezcellenoy.  The  talents  »d  p^ 
actions  of  Qeueral  Washington  hsve  insured  him,  in  the  fpi 
sll  Eorape,  the  title  truly  sabUme  of  Deliverer  ot  AmettO)"  b 

The  comit  was  nnfortnnate  in  the  lefigtb  of  his  voyage.  Sit 
he  aTrired  iu  ordiimry  time,  he  might  have  entrapptd  W 
Howe's  sqnailroa  in  the  river;  co-operated  widi  WathingWra 
investing  the  British  army  by  sea  and  land,  and,  by  eottiigM 
its  retreat  to  New  York,  compelled  it  to  surrender. 

Finding  the  enemy  had  evacuated  both  city  and  rivvj  ■* 
oount  scut  up  the  Trench  minister  and  Mr.  Deuoe 
in  a  frigate,  and  then,  putting  to  sea,  continued  along  th( 
A  little  earlier,  and  he  might  have  intercepted  the 
Lord  Hove  on  its  way  to  New  York.     It  hod  had  ImtsTOT  1 
few  days  the  advantage  of  him,  and  when  be  arrived  wA  )*  I 
fleet  in  the  road  outdde  of  Sandy  Hook,  he  descried  the  BrM  1 
ships  quietly  anchored  inside  of  it 

A  frank  and  cordial  oorrespondenoe  took  place  fattri* 
between  the  oount  and  Washington,  and  a  plan  of  atrliiM  *■* 
concerted  between  them  fay  the  interventioa  of  euiiidtrtiil  <* 
eers;  WaBhington'audesKie-oamp,  Laurens  and  HamiItaD,bo>' 
ing  the  fleet  while  off  the  Hook,  and  Major  Cihonin,  a  FwA 
officer  of  merit,  repairing  to  the  American  head-quutCM 

The  first  idea  of  the  count  iras  to  cater  at  Etaadf  BmI^"' 
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lUra  or  destroy  th«  British  fleet  comjiosed  of  six  ships  of  the 
>■  ftur  fifty  gan  ship?,  and  a  number  of  frigatea  and  smaller 
kIi;  thoald  he  snececd  in  thia,  which  his  greatly  superior 
smodcred  probable,  bo  was  to  proceed  against  the  city,  with 
tt'^fpnraiion  of  tbo  American  forces.  To  be  at  hand  fur  such 
pose,  WaahingtOD  crossed  the  Hudson,  with  hia  army,  at 
■tog's  Ferry,  and  encamped  at  White  Plains  about  the  20tb  of 

la  lie  mean  time  New  York  was  oneo  more  in  a  violent  per- 
^lioa.  "  British  eeamen,"  saya  a  writer  of  the  times,  "  en- 
cd  the  mortiScation,  for  tbc  Gr^l  time,  of  seeing  a  British 
I  Mocked  np  and  insulted  in  their  own  harbor,  and  the  French 
%iiig  triumphflst  without.  And  this  was  still  more  embit' 
"i  uid    Bggmvnicd,  by  beholding  every  day  vessele  under 

kgliih  colors  captured  under  their  very  eyes  by  the  enemy."  • 
army  mponded  to  their  feelings ;    many  roynlista   of  the 

?i  t09,  hastened  to  offer  their  aerviaea  as  volunteera ;  there  was, 
^ort,  a  prodigious  stir  in  every  department,  military  and 

On  the  other  hand,  the  French  oficcrs  and  crews  were  in  the 
pm  atate  of  excitement  and  eiultation.  Tbe  long  low  point  of 
ti]  Hook  was  all  that  intervened  between  them  and  a  splendid 
•Bi!i!i,  and  they  anticipated  the  glory  of  •■  delivering  America 
"nhe  English  colors  which  they  saw  waving  on  the  other  aide 
tiiin|ile  barrier  of  sand,  upon  so  great  a  crowd  of  masts."  " 
8«CTal  experienced  Aracrioau  pilots  and  maaters  of  ve.isels, 
"fW,  who  had  accompanied  Colonels  Laurens  and  Hamilton 
Wd  of  the  fleet,  declared  that  llkere  was  not  sufficient  depth 


P77BL 


■a  >.        < 


^Ja. 


*,-       I'.'l. 


...  *     f* 


coBumnto 

tkereopun 

^^•■*^  viiidi  givci 

T  kad  mde  one  of 

=-r    ary^  .f  ^i4.  .<;r*ia^itoak     Ix  suir^atioii  of  nek 

-  -s«.    V  .&« — V^a  A  ^i>t  -~^2  if  JsIt  TxtHe  lo  Gcnoil 

V  J.     •  •  '■    -  »--   ic  r'TfviAeBae*  cnfaiLg  Lim  tonolv 

^  ^ .  -«.;_  ."—.1-;  i-^2  II  2t-  i  :«:i^^jevuaciit&  of  Ne* 

:i..    L      .i     ^;»^a«r«jLu:!ii.7  ieii  V  2Jf  ud  the  Mvqiii 

-«-;■«     ir^^^s    "irxtiOL  «  &si  Gk-rer'^>.     Qnartff" 

.    ^.    5H-J. ..   1-.  1    u; .  C4^i3c-i  T-.-LL  :i»  kxalitittS  and  hiT* 

i-*-:i  i.>  Tii.u;  li-^:.   J';ai.jic^Jt'i.  Ssate  and  ailiMi 
lo.   ^-.>x..i:<v  .cc  ^  ~M  ,'>-mr.i>ivd  br  Greene,  tke 


.  •.    ■*» 


->  !Ujcuj«K  ijc^ars'i  i^«^  a  fill  i:«*  oa  tlie  faar  at  Stidj 
'•:  ,  i      ri»;   ?!r,i-aj.   vi»;   s;tzcoif£  liiiT  }xad  ooIt  been  iraitiflg 
.  1  \z^  5.;^V5iir/  r,ikac  f.c  \za  i^  tjk*  of  tbe  latter  part  ^ 
J_7    ;i:-¥  tr=cj:^i«i  :-:r  a  irincisriu  *xiii:^t ;    az^  indeed,  b*^ 
ii-e  F:^3*ii  itst\  :eti  ^^a^l-ec  u  c-ur.  :i  is  dificult  to  oooeeiTe  • 
2i:re  «rr.:w*  a='i  i-.*:ri::.»i  rtr-igrl*  tiaxi  vonld  bare  eMO**- 
!«•««-    tie*    £*11j^-  *:^^i    --^-^  ^-^"^  "^^  «*^  puwerf^^ 
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menta  bronglit  aide  to  liJc,  anil  cntinpcd  wp  in  so  confined 
Id  of  set  Ian. 

D'EstatDg,  howerer,  had  already  determined  hla  course.    After 
domonatralioDS  ofT  the  harbor,  he  &tood  away  to  the  east- 

.  aod  OD  the  20th  arrived  off  Point  Judith,  comiog  to  an- 

irithiD  five  mlloa  of  Newport. 
Rhode  island  (proper),  tho  ohject  of  this  espedltion,  is  abont 
HO  milM  loDg,  running  deep  iuto  the  great  Narragaosct  Baj. 
BMMt  Channel  separates  it  on  the  east  from  the  maiolaDd, 

an  tbo  west  tho  main  channel  posaes  between  it  nod  Conani- 

I*laiid.  Tho  town  of  Newport  ia  situutcd  near  the  south  end 
Ue  ulanil,  Cicing  ttic  west,  with  Conanicut  Island  in  frout 
t  It  was  protected  by  batteries  and  a  small  navol  force. 
ROeotnl  Sir  Robert  Plgott,  who  eonimAnded  in  tho  island, 
'lit  b<iad-<|uurton.  The  force  under  him  was  about  wx  tlioa- 
)  ilroDg,  tarioiisty  posted  abont  the  island,  eonie  in  works  at 

ntirth  end,  but  Ihc  greater  part  within  strongly  intrenched 
I  cneudiug  across  the  island,  about  three  miles  from  tho 
B-    General  Greene  hastened  from  Proridence  on  hearing  of 

Uhral  of  the  fleet  of  Count  D'Estaing,  and  went  on  board 
*  U  the  anchorage  to  concert  a  plan  of  operations.  Somo 
niona  of  etiquette  and  precedence  rose  between  tiieni  in 
nag  the  mode  in  which  the  attack  was  to  be  conducted.  It  wa^ 
»^  agreed  that  the  Qeet  should  force  its  way  into  the  iiar- 

U  the  situc  time  that  the  Americans  approached  by  land, 

tUt  the  landing  of  tho  troops  from  the  ahips  on  the  west  side 

tkt  inland  should  take  place  at  the  same  time  that  the  Ameri- 

drautd  cross  Seaconnet  Chiuincl,  and  land  on  tho  east  side 

4fi  north  end.     This  combined  operation  was  to  have  been 

ltd  promptly  into  cfFect,  but  was  |x>stponed  until  the  lOlh  of 
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August,  to  give  time  for  the  reinfiireemflDte  Mnt  hj 
to  arrive.     The  delay  was  fatal  to  the  enterpriMi 

On  the  8th,  the  Count  D'Eataii^  entered  the  harbor  iid 
I);is8ed  up  the  main  channel,  exchanging  e  fanmmaile  vith  the 
batteries  as  he  passed,  and  anchored  a  little  aboTO  the  towiii 
lu'tween  Goat  and  Conanicut  Islands     The  Sn^iahi  on  Uaq^ 
preach,  burnt  or  scuttled  three  frigates  and  aome  smaller  fOKli^ 
which  would  otherwise  have  been  captured.     General  Snllinov 
to   be  ready  for  the  concerted  attack,  had   moved  down  frai 
Providence  to  the  neighborhood  of  Howland's  Feny,  ontheeiik 
side  of  Scaconnct  passage. 

The  British  troops  stationed  opposite  on  the  north  end  of  Ai 
island,  fearful  of  being  cut  ofif,  evacuated  their  works  in  tk 
iii^'lit  of  the  8th,  and  drew  into  the  lines  at  Newport, 

Sullivan,  seeing  the  works  thus  abandoned,  could  not  tM 
the  temptation  to  eross  the  channel  in  flat-bottomed  boataontba 
morning  of  the  9th,  and  take  possession  of  them. 

Til  is  Rudden  movement,  a  day  in  advance  of  the  concerted  timOi 
and  without  due  notice  given  to  the  count,  surprised  and  ofieoA' 
ed   him,  clashing  with    his  notions  of  etiquette  and  paDCtiliD> 
He,  however,  prepared  to    co-operate,   and    was   ordering  ost 
his  boats  for  the  purpose,  when,  about  two  o^clock  in  the  dajt 
his  attention  was  called  to  a  great  fleet  of  ships  standing  tovtfd 
Newport.     It  was,  in  fact,  the  fleet  of  Lord  Howe.     That  g>r 
lant  nobleman  had  heard  of  the  danger  of  Newport,  and  beiog 
reinforced  by  four  stout  ships,  part  of  a  squadron  ooming  ^ 
under  Admiral  Byron,  had  hastened  to  its  relief;  though  atul 
inferior  in  force  to  the  French  admiral     The  delay  of  the  col*' 
ecrted  attack  had  enabled  him  to  arrive  in  time.     The  wind  ^ 
directly  into  the  harbor.     Had  he  entered  promptly,  the  Frv* 
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VMUkte  been  placed  between  two  fires,  from  his  ships  and  the 
bitteriei,  and  cramped  up  in  a  confined  channel  where  their 
lu^eit  ihips  had  no  r^om  to  operate.  His  lordship,  however, 
■erelj  itood  in  near  the  land,  communicated  with  General  Pig- 
ott,  ind  haying  informed  himself  exactly  of  the  situation  of  the 
French  fleet,  came  to  anchor  at  Point  Judith,  some  distance  from 
die  aoath-west  entrance  of  the  bay. 

In  the  night  the  wind  changed  to  the  north-cast  The  count 
kistened  to  avail  himself  of  the  error  of  the  British  admiral. 
Firored  by  the  wind,  he  stood  out  of  the  harbor  at  eight 
oclock  in  the  morning  to  give  the  enemy  battle  where  he  should 
bve  good  sea  room ;  previously  sending  word  to  General  Sul- 
livftn,  who  had  advanced  the  preceding  afternoon  to  Quaker  Hill, 
About  ten  miles  north  of  Newport,  that  he  would  land  his  pro- 
Oiiflcd  troops  and  marines,  and  co-operate  with  him  on  his  return. 

The  French  ships  were  severely  cannonaded  as  they  passed 
the  batteries,  but  without  material  damage.  Forming  in  order 
of  battle,  they  boro  down  upon  the  fleet  of  Lord  Howe,  con- 
fidently anticipating  a  victory  from  their  superiority  of  force. 
The  British  ships  slipi  their  cables  at  their  approach,  and  like- 
vin  formed  in  line  of  battle*,  but  his  lordship  avoided  an 
QKOQnter  while  the  enemy  had  the  weathergage.  To  gain  this 
OA  the  one  part,  and  retain  it  on  the  other,  the  two  fleets  ma- 
I'VQncd  throughout  the  day,  standing  to  the  southward,  and  grad- 
^J  disappearing  from  the  anxious  eyes  of  the  belligerent 
ttroes  on  Rhode  Island. 

The  army  of  Sullivan,  now  lefi  to  itself  before  Newport, 

^Boosted  to  ten  thousand  men,  having  received  the  militia  rein- 

■nemeats.     La£giyette  advised  the  delay  of  hostile   o|>orations 

^  the  return  of  D*£staing,   but  the  American  commander. 

18» 
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piqued  tuA  chagrined  at  tho  departure  of  hb  sIUm, 
to  commence  the  siege  immediAtel;,  witliont  wuiin|  fer 
kid.  Od  tbe  twelfth,  however,  came  oa  a  tempest  of 
run,  iriiieh  raged  for  two  da^s  and  nights  with  uDciun; 
lenee.  Tents  were  blown  down;  eeveral  soldiers  and 
perilled,  and  &  great  part  of  tfaeftmmuaiitOD  re<^;ol1j  deiltti 
to  the  troops  was  deatrayed.  On  the  14tfa,  the  Meathi 
np  and  the  aun  shone  brightly,  but  the  amy  was  worn  im  ni 
dispirited.  Had  the  BritiiA  troopa  tallied  forth  at  this  jaKM 
hale  and  fresh  from  oomfbrtable  qoarterii,  it  might  hin  ia4 
badly  with  their  weatherbeatcn  besiegers.  The  litt«r,  brnfl) 
being  uomolcstcd,  had  time  to  brcatho  and  re6t  themselTe&  Th 
day  was  pa^icd  in  drying  their  clothes,  cleaning  th«ir 
and  putting  thcnisdves  in  order  for  action.  By  the  ant: 
ing  they  were  again  on  the  alert.  Expecting  the  prompt  i 
of  the  French,  they  now  took  post  on  Honeyman'a  ESi, 
two  miles  from  the  British  lines,  and  began  to  ootutn* 
terieSfform  lines  of  communi potion,  and  make  r^nlar  ^ipnlM 
The  British  were  equally  active  in  strengthening  thrir  UW 
There  was  casual  cannonading  on  each  side,  but  noting  gf  I 
sequence.  Several  days  elapsed  without  the  reappearance  of 
French.  The  situation  of  the  besiegers  was  growing  01)14 
when,  on  the  evening  of  the  lOtli,  they  descried  theexpetudli' 
standing  toward  the  harbor.  AH  now  was  cznltatifln  'b** 
camp.  Should  the  French  with  their  ships  and  troops  aWi" 
town  by  sea  aud  land  on  the  one  side,  while  the  Aw> 
assailed  it  on  the  other,  the  surrender  of  the  plaes  wu: 
table. 

These  safguinc  anticipations,  however,  were  ahortlinl  >* 
fltadt   fleet  waa  in  a  shattered  and  forlorn  oonditioiL 
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luliog  from  before  Newport,  on  the  20th,  it  had  manoeuFred  for 
tto  (bjs  with  the  British  fleet,  each  unwilling  to  enter  into  ac« 
tin  without  haring  the  weathergage.  While  thus  manoeuvring, 
tke  wne  forious  Btorm  which  had  raged  on  shore  separated  and 
opened  them  with  fearful  ravage.  Some  single  encounters  of 
Mttered  ships  sabsequentlj  took  place,  but  without  definite 
Rnlt  All  were  too  much  tempest-tost  and  disabled  to  make 
food  fight  Lord  Howe  with  such  of  his  ships  as  he  could  col- 
ket  bore  away  to  Now  York  to  refit,  and  the  French  admiral 
vai  DOW  before  Newport,  but  in  no  plight  or  mood  for  fighting. 

In  a  letter  to  General  Sullivan,  he  informed  him  that  pur* 
■ant  to  the  orders  of  hia  sovereign  and  the  advice  of  his  officers, 
k  WIS  bound  for  Boston,  being  instructed  to  repair  to  that 
port,  shoold  he  meet  with  misfortune,  or  a  superior  British  force 
qwir  upon  the  coast 

Dismayed  at  this  intelligence,  which  threatened  ruin  and  dis- 
gnoe  to  the  enterprise,  Sullivan  wrote  a  letter  of  remonstrance 
to  the  county  and  General  Greene  and  the  Marquis  Lafayette 
Kptbed  with  it  on  board  of  the  admiral's  ship,  to  enforce  it  by 
^r  personal  exertions.  They  represented  to  the  count  the  ccr- 
tointj  of  cariying  the  place  in  two  days,  by  a  combined  attack ; 
^  the  discouragement  and  reproach  that  would  follow  a  failure  on 
^  their  first  attempt  at  co-operation  \  an  attempt,  too,  for  which 
^  AaericaDB  had  made  such  great  and  expensive  preparations, 
^OD  which  they  had  indulged  such  sanguine  hopes.  These  and 
<^  considerations  equally  urgent  had  their  weight  with  tho 
^^t^and  he  was  inclined  to  remain  and  pursue  the  enterprise, 
iMit  Wis  overruled  by  the  principal  officers  of  his  fleet.  The  fact 
^  that  he  was  properly  a  land  officer,  and  they  had  been  iudig- 
^t  It  his  having  a  nautical  command  over  their  heads.     They 


424  LIFE  OF  WA8HIHGT0H.  [177& 

were  glad,  therefore^  of  any  opportunitj  to  tbtrari  and  aoitify 
him ;  and  now  insisted  on  his  complying  with  hia  letter  of  in- 
Btructious,  and  sailing  for  Boston.  On  Lafayette's  taking  \m% 
the  count  assured  him  that  he  would  only  remain  in  BostAi 
time  enough  to  give  hia  men  repose  after  their  long  snfferiBp 
and  refit  his  fJiips ;  and  trusted  to  leare  the  port  again  withii 
three  weeks  after  entering  it,  "  to  fight  for  the  glory  of  the 
French  name  and  the  interests  of  America.^'  * 

The  marquis  and  General  Greene  returned  at  midnigbt,  lai 
made  a  report  of  the  ill  success  of  their  mission.  Sullirtn  tent 
another  letter  on  the  following  day,  urging  D'Estaing  in  uj 
event  to  leave  his  land  forces.  All  the  general  officers,  ezcepi* 
ing  Lafayette,  joined  in  signing  and  sending  a  protest  against  the 
departure  of  the  fleet  for  Boston,  as  derogatory  to  the  honor  of 
France,  contrary  to  the  intoution  of  his  most  Christian  majestj 
and  the  interest  of  his  nation,  destructive  of  the  welfare  of  tbe 
United  States,  and  highly  injurious  to  the  alliance  formed  be^ 
twcon  the  two  nations.  The  fleet  was  already  under  w&j  when 
Colonel  Laurens  got  on  board  of  the  admiral's  ship  with  the  let- 
ter and  protest.  The  count  was  deeply  oflfendcd  by  the  tone  of 
the  protest,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  was  conveyed  to  hioL 
lie  declared  to  Colonel  Laurens  that  "  this  paper  imposed  on  the 
commander  of  the  king's  squadron  the  painful,  but  necesBtiyhW 
of  profound  silence."     He  continued  his  course  to  Boston. 

At  the  sailing  of  the  ships  there  was  a  feeling  of  exaspentK* 
throughout  the  camp.  Sullivan  gave  vent  to  his  vexation  in* 
general  order  on  the  24th,  wherein  he  observed  :  ''  The  geneiv 
cannot  help  lamenting  the  sudden  and  unexpected  deportore  of 

*  Letter  of  Lafayette  to  Wailiixigton.    Hemdn^  T.  L  pu  191 
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ntnifa  Ami,  aa  he  finds  it  has  a  teadeacj  to  discourage  Bomi: 
flued  gresl  dependence  upon  Ibe  assistance  of  it;  thoagli 

I  by  DO  memia  au|ipuBe  ibe  army,  or  any  part  of  it,  eoduii- 

bj  tLia  iDui-emeut,     Ho  yet  hopea  the  event  will  provi; 

iu  able  to  preoure   that  by  her  own  arms  which  her  allies 

to  assist  ID  obtaiuing." 

I  cooler  relleulion  he  theoght  proper,  in  subsequent  orders, 
xvny  the  rash  and  unwarrantable  imputatiou  oa 
Hi  loyalty  contained  in  the  foregoing  docuntcnt,  but  a  gene- 
ding  of  iiriuiioD  agaiuat  the  French  continued  to  prevail 
1  army. 

•  bod  been  foretold,  the  departure  of  the  fleet  was  a  death- 
to  tiie  caterprisc.     Between  two  and  three  ttiousand  volan- 

abatKloucd  tlie  eamp  iu  the  course  of  four  and  twenty 
i;  others  ovntinoed  to  go  off;  deacrtiona  occurred  among  the 
1,  and  in  a  few  days  the  number  of  besiegers  did  not  exceed 
4  ibo  besieged. 

U  tbnnghts  of  oficnsir^  operations  were  now  at  an  end. 
[Bestiua  was  how  beat  to  extricate  the  army  from  its  perilous 
SO.  The  harbors  of  Rhode  Island  being  now  free,  and  open 
>eiiemy,  reinforocmcnts  might  pour  iu  from  New  York,  and 
r  the  withdrawal  of  the  troopa  disastrous,  if  not  iiupoaaible. 
Wpare  for  rapid  retreat,  if  ncccaanTy,  all  the  heavy  artillery 
Oitld  he  spared,  was  eent  off  from  the  island.  On  the  28lh 
idcteruiiued.  in  a  eouucil  of  war,  to  full  back  tt>  the  military 
:  at  the  north  end  of  the  island,  and  fortify  tlicre,  until  it 
I  be  known  whether  the  French  fleet  would  soon  return  to 
itKiiee,  ibc  Mariiuia  Laf»yettc  eotting  off  with  all  speed 
interview  with  the  Count   D'K^taing,  uud  ascertala 


&9  urm  L-r  VAimrafpv. 


Omenl  SnlliTan  brok*  up  Ui  tUKf,  tad  CDnminiMd  liiiR- 
trcBt  d»t  Teij  nigbt,  betweoi  nim  aad  tan  a'doek;  llit  un; 
retiring  b;  two  rtwda ;  tbo  rtar  flor«r«d  bj  putiea  of  ligbl  tnx^ 
under  Oolooels  Livingabm  tnd  Lsoreu. 

Tb«r  retreftt  wu  not  diMorered  nntS  dajligbt,  vhea  i  ^ 
suit  waa  OMnmcnced.  The  coreriag  pertin  behind  ffi^uAj, 
BBking  fraqnent  sunds,  abAndaiiiDg  one  mnineDee  odI;  te  t^ 
post  on  uiother,  «iid  keeping  np  »  retreating  Gre  that  olMakwl  th 
adTknce  of  iheenem^.  After  a  seriea  of  skirmiriiea  tii^«tn 
preMed  btek  to  the  fortified  groiind»  on  the  north  end  of  Ik  i 
island  I  but  Sullivao  bod  already  taken  post  there,  on  Battel  ffiH, 
the  main  bod^  of  his  array  being  drawn  np  in  order  at  Utde, 
with  strong  works  in  their  rear,  and  a  redoubt  in  front  of  >b 
right  wing. 

The  British  now  took  post  on  an  ^dvantageons  hdgfat  allal 
Qnaker  Hill^  a  little  more  than  a  mile  from  the  Americaa  fiM 
whence  they  cmnnienced  a  cannonade  which  was  briskly  retonK 
Skirmishing  cosucd  ontil  about  ten  o'clock,  when  two  Bril>^ 
sloops^f-war  and  some  small  ressela  having  gMned  a  ftfinU* 
position,  the  enemy's  troops,  nnder  oorer  of  tbeir  fire,  adiM^ 
in  force  to  turn  the  right  flank  of  the  American  army,  and  Of 
ture  the  redoubt  which  protected  it.  This  was  bravely  ddkaW 
by  General  Greene:  a  sharp  action  ensued,  whicdi  had  KtHf 
become  a  general  one ;  between  two  and  three  hnndred  men  >o* 
killed  on  each  side;  the  British  at  length  drew  baok  to  A>' 
artillery  and  works  on  Quaker  Hill,  and  a  mutual  camxnadt  v^^' 
resnmed  and  kept  np  until  night 

On  the  following  day  (20th)  the  enemy 
firing,  but  wait«d  for  reinforcements  beforv  flom^  to  eloM  fia^ 
ters.     In  the  moan  time.  General  Snlliran  had  roouTed 


■  diilirfl 
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I  (hat  hard  Howe  had  again  put  to  »ca  with  the  design,  no 

L  to  attempt   the  relief  of  Newport;    and  then  followed 

irr  report   tliul  a  fleet  with  troops  was   actually  off  Block 

<!,  sod  must  arrive  almogt  immediately  in  the  harbor. 

ruiiv  tUuse  oircuDistancGs  it  was   determined   to   abandon 

B  blond.     To  do  so  with  safety,   however,  required    the 

il  cautiun,  OS  the  boKtile  sentries  were  within  four  hundred 

of  each  other,  and  any  suspicious  movements  would  bo 

discovered  and  reported  to  the   Britiah  commaDdcr.     The 

lioa  ou  IJatt's  Hill  favored  a  deception.     Tctita  were  brought 

ird  and  pite'icd  in  sight  of  the  enemy,  and  a  great  part  of 

IrtMpa  employed  throughout  the  day  in  throwing  up  works,  as 

post  was  to  be  reEoiutely  maiuta-ined ;  at  the  same  time,  tlie 

baggage  and  stores  were  quietly  conveyed  away  in  the  rear 

!  bill,  and  ferried  across  the  bay.     As  sooti  as  it  was  dark 

l«Dta  were  Gtrucli,  fires  were  liglitcd  at  various  points,  the 

withdrawn,  aud  io  a  few  hours  the  whole  were  transported 

the  cbftunel  to  the  niaiuland.     In  the  height  of  the  transit, 

ijHto  arrived.     He  bad  ridden  from  the  i&laud  to  Boslou,  a 

ise  of  nearly  seventy  miles,  in  seven  hours,  and  had  con- 

Iwlth  the  l-'rcuch  admiral. 

'Estaiog  bad  eouvinced  him  of  the  inadequacy  of  liia  naval 
but  had  made  a  spirited  offer  of  leading  his  troops  by  land 
itb  the  Amcricitis.  Ksgcr  to  be  in  time  for  any 
jeineut  that  might  take  place,  Lafayette  had  spurred  buek 
mere  speediiy  than  he  weut,  but  was  disappoioted  and  morti- 
•t  finding  all  the  fighting  over.  Ha  arrived  in  time,  how- 
to  bring  off  the  pickeU  and  covering  parties,  amounting  to 
id  uen,  which  be  did  in  such  escelleot  order,  that  nut  a 
waa  left  behind,  nor  the  smallest  article  lust. 
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TIm  wbole  army  had  crowed  bj  tvo  o'elook  in  Ihtf. 
iuip«)rwiv«d  hj  tLo  cuemj,  anil  had  r«uen  U  oongratnlala 
mItm  <n  tha  ranrae  the;  had  tak«n,  and  the  qwolaiaaB  of  tUr 
miiTemcnla;  for  the  very  next  daj  Sir  Wtmrj  Glinion  arrind  il 
Newport  in  a  light  oqiudron,  with  a  ranfonwmmit  of  tmr 
thoosaad  men,  a  naval  and  laod  force  that  might  effectnallj  ia* 
eat  off  Snlliian's  retreat,  had  he  lingered  on  the  island. 

Sir  Hanrj,  finding  he  had  arrired  n  da;  too  late,  retind  H  \ 
Hew  fork,  but  first  detached  Major-genenl  Sir  Oharki  dfj ' 
with  &9  troops,  on  a  ravaging  expedition  to  the  eastward ;  <U^ 
agaioit  ports  which  were  the  huinta  of  priratecra.  Thtf  *■■ 
tha  aame  general  that  had  surprised  Wajne  in  the  fnetHni 
]roar,  and  effected  such  slauglitcr  nmoog  his  men  with  tha  Uj*- 
ncL  Ho  appcirs  to  have  buen  fitted  for  rough  and  incrdlts 
warfare.  In  the  coorso  of  bis  present  expedition  he  destnynl 
more  than  seteoty  vessels  iu  Acuahnet  Biver,  some  of  llx* 
privateers  with  their  prises,  othcng  peaceful  mccchant  di^  S*' 
Bedford  and  Pair  Haven  having  been  made  militarjandMiv 
doposita,  were  laid  waste,  wharves. demolished,  rope-wallD^ll^ 
hooses  and  nilLt,  with  several  private  dwollinga,  wrqfM* 
flames.  Similiu-  destruction  was  cffeet«d  at  the  Island  of  Ib^ 
tha's  Vineyard,  a  rcsori  of  priTateers;  where  the  inhaWw" 
were  diaanneil,  and  a  heavy  contribution  levied  npoo  ihM  ' 
sheep  and  cattle.  Having  thus  ravaged  the  coasts  of  Ne«  Bf 
bnd,  the  sqaadroa  returned  laden  with  inglorious  qioil  to  Hi* 
York. 

Lord  Howe,  also,  who  bad  suled  for  Bonton  in  tha  bapitf 
intercepting  the  Connt  D'Bstaing,  and  bad  rewind  iitan  n  Al 
80th  of  August,  found  the  French  fieet  mtelj  ■heltamd  in  Hi* 
taslcct  Road,  and  protected  by  Ameriean 
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ig  points.     H«  ftlao  relarned  to  Kev  York,  aod  shortly 

ird,  arniliog  himself  of  a  pcrmUsion  granted  him  some 

by  govemtticut,  resigned  the  command  of  the  flcut  to 

mbicr,  to  hoIJ  it  unlil  the  i.rrival  of  Admiral  Byniu.' 

Bii  lordship  then  returned  to  England,  having  rendered  impor- 

luiHTviecs  by  his  ope  rat  ion  a  along  the  Amorican  aoast  and  on 

WMtetB  of  the  Delaware,  and  presenting  a  strong  contrast,  in 

activity,  to  the  easy  iiidolenco  and  self- indulge  nee 

Ue  brother. 

!  lbs  (iulure  of  the  combined  enterprise  against  Rhode  Island 
I  K  cauae  of  universal  chagrin  and  disappointment,  but  to 
Knarc  so  than  to  Washington,  as  is  evident  from  the  follow- 
[pSBage  of  a  lett^ir  to  his  brother,  John  Augu»!tiue  ; 
"Anoufurtonate  storm,  and  some  measures  taken  in  oo:;a,- 
*K  of  it  by  the  French  admiral,  blasted  in  one  moment  the 
M  hopes  that  ever  were  conceived ;  and,  from  a  moral  ccr- 
■j  of  success,  rendered  it  a  matter  of  rejoicing  to  get  our 
I  troops  safe  off  tliC  island.  If  tho  garrison  of  that  pluee, 
feting  of  nearly  six  thousand  men,  bad  been  captured,  as 
!«*u,  in  appearance  at  least,  a  hundred  to  one  in  favor  of 
(•onld  lia»e  givcQ  the  finishing  blow  to  liritJsh  pretensions 
mrcignty  over  this  counlry;  and  would,  I  aiu  persuade  i, 
I  b*sl«ned  the  departure  of  the  troops  in  New  York,  as 
III  their  canvas  wings  would  carry  them  away.'' 
ni  what  gave  Waahington  the  greatest  solieitudo,  was  ibe 
of  this  di^tppointment  upon  the  puhlio  mind.  The  failure 
I  enterprise  was  generally  attributed  to  the  departure  of 
loh  fleet  from  Newport,  and  there  was  at  one  time  suoh 
exasperation,  that  it  was  feared  the  means  of  repairing 
inch  ships  at  BostoD  would  bo  withheld.    Count.  D'¥is- 


""  """"'l  .»bse,|.ent  to  bh  m 

Wubuijtoa  raguiiml  tbi.  i 

•nddenl,  .p„„g  „p  belmej  tl 

noit  poigm,,,  a„i„,j      „^,  ^^_^, 

■ubji-ct,  urging  H,„  „  ,upp„„, 

•^  "In^dj  „i«,^  ,„  „„„,^ 

«>l<l»rja.dp»Ui.,  lb.  „i,„„de 

between  14,  „See™  of  tbe  t.o 

iUIberd  Ornrfrieod|j„i„^^^ 

to  eollirate  tb.  otnoM  b.monj.  . 

Coogress,  di,,  o„de.„nHl  t 

officer,  of  8uUir„.,  „„j,  .^j^ 

"J,  in  «  public  re^lntion,  e.pre, 

of  the  conduct  of  Ibo  count,  aae 

attaebaienL 

Notbing  perbnp.  tended  more 
bililie^  than  .  le.lor  fre„  Wuh 
■ielieuc  „d  con.ide™to  Ungu.ge. 
■be  bc«  eonoctted  enlerpri,,  .„d 
been  rcnd^r^.l   f-,.:-i.-    , 
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mad  with  it.  It  is  in  the  trying  circamstances  to  which 
r  ensellency  has  been  exposed,  that  the  yirtnes  of  a  great 
d  are  dUsplayed  in  their  brightest  lustre,  and  that  a  general's 
raeter  is  better  known  than  in  the  hour  of  yietory.  It  was 
n,  bj  every  title  which  can  give  it ;  and  the  adyerse  element, 
A  robbed  70a  of  your  prise,  can  neyer  depriye  you  of  the 
ry  doe  to  joa.* 


WuiLB  hortilUies  were  earried  on  in  the  costomuj  form  ik%I 
the  AtUotic  borders,  Indian  war&re,  with  wil  its  ktroeit;i  *■ 
goiDg  on  in  the  interior.  The  British  poet  at  Niagara  wU  A 
cradle.  It  was  the  common  ralljing  pUoe  of  tori«B,  rrfig*^ 
uvage  irarriorB,  and  other  dcs|>crBdoes  of  the  frontien.  Hila" 
Brant,  the  noted  Indiao  chief,  had  retired  after  the  repvlnlt  ' 
St.  Leger  at  Fort  Schujiler,  to  plan  further  miachi^;  and  bu* 
vaa  concerted  the  memorable  incuTSton  into  the  Valle;  ei 
Wyoming,  anggested  by  loij  refugees,  who  had  tuitil  twMlif 
inhabited  it 

The  Valley  of  WToming  !■  a  beantiM  npaa  ljii(g  alaog  At 
SuajuehaDua.  Feaoeful  as  waa  its  aapect,  it  had  been  tin  am 
of  aanguinary  feods  prior  to  the  Bevolotion,  betwaao  tka  paopk 
of  Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut,  who  botk  laid  olaia  to  IL 
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vnl  tdrtm  or  block-Iunises,  utusted  on  Tuloas  parts  of 
ey,  had  been  BtroDgbolds  during  these  territorial  coQtestE, 
laioed  u  pUcee  of  refuge  for  women  and  children  iu  tiuies 
in  range, 

ipedition  now  set  on  foot  agaioEt  it,  in  June,  was  eom-^ 
f  Botler'a  rangers,  JohoBon's  royal  greens,  and  Braut, 
I  Indian  bravca.  Their  united  force,  about  eleven  bun- 
'ODg,  Taa  conducted  hy  Colonel  John  Butler,  renonned  in 
■rarfurc.  Passing  down  the  Cheiuung  and  Susijuchanna 
as,  they  l&uded  at  a  place  called  Tiiree  Islands,  struclc 
the  vildemeaa  to  a  gap  or  *'  Dotch  "  of  the  mountains,  by 
bej  entered  tbe  Valley  of  Wyoming.  Butler  made  his 
men  at  one  of  the  stroDghoIds  already  lueDtiaacd,  called 
loot's  Fort,  from  a  lory  family  of  the  same  name. 
le  sent  out  Ute  marauding  parties  to  plunder   and    lay 

fon  of  tLis  intended  invasion  had  reached  the  valley  soma 
tbe  appearance  of  the  eneniy,  and  bad  spread  great 
KtJon.  Most  of  the  aturdy  yeomanry  wore  absent  in  the 
A  company  of  atxty  men,  enlisted  under  an  act  of  Con- 
id  luwlily  and  jmporfeclly  organized,  yet  styling  them- 
^gul&rs.  took  post,  at  one  of  the  strongholds  called  Forty 
they  were  joined  by  about  three  hundred  of  the 
kioiit  of  the  yeomanry,  armed  and  cquijipcd  in  rude 
^Ic-  lu  this  emergency  old  men  and  boys  volunteered 
■  be  commun  danger,  posting  thvniEulves  in  the  smaLcr 
rliich  women  and  uliildren  had  taken  refuge.  Colonel 
Butler,  nn  officer  of  the  continental  army,  took  the 
KKDrannd.  Several  officers  arrived  from  the  army,  bar- 
i«d  kave  to  repair  homo  for  tbe  protection  of  tb«W 
VOL.  111. — J9 
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bmilles.     Thcj  broi^Iit  word  tlut  &  niiaane 
Wuhington,  w&s  on  !ts  w&y. 

Id  the  mesn  time  the  maraadhig  parties  sect  out  ij  B 
and  Brant  wcro  sprcaditig  desolaUoa  throng  tlM  nllej;  I 
hoiuea  wen  wrapped  in  flatnea;  bosbsiidmen  ven  n 
while  Mi  work  io  the  fields ;  all  who  had  not  taken  teflip  n  i| 
fort  were  threatened  with  deBtmoUon.  What  vaa  to  b*  ^ 
Wait  for  the  arrival  of  the  promised  reinforceuicnt,  or  tl 
to  check  the  ravage  ?    The  latter  was  nuhly  d^tcnnined  « 

Leariog  the   women  and  children  in  Fortj  Fort,  G 
ZebuIoD  Bntler  with  hia  men  sallied  forth  on  the  3d  of  J 
made  a  rapid  move  upon  Wiotcrmoot  Fort,  hoping  to  e 
it  hj  snrpriac.     TItcy  found  the  enemy  drawn  up  in  ft 
in  a  line  extending  from  the  river  to  a  marsh; 
Bntlcr  and  hi*  rangers,  with  Johnson's  roya!  greens,  on  A 
Indians  and  tot'ies  on  the  right 

The  Americana  formed  a  lino  of  the  same  extent;  them 
lara  nnder   Colonel   Butler  on  the  right  flank,  resUng  «4 
river,  the  militia  under  Colonel  Denison  on  the  left  vi)^(^"l 
marsh.     A  sharp  fire  was  opened  from  right  to  left ; 
Tolleys  the  enemy  in  front  of  Colonel  Butler  b^an  to  pn  • 
The  Indiana,    however,    throwing  themselves    into   tiw  a 
turned  the  left  flank  of  the  Americana,  and  attacked  th*  ■ 
in  the  rear.     Dcnison,  finding  himself  exposed  to  s 
sought  to  change  hia  position,  and  gave  the  word  to  Ulv 
It  was  mistaken  for  an  order  lo  retreat.     In  an  instant  tk  ■ 
wing  turned  and  fled;  nil  attcmpta  to  rally  it  were  Tiin;<i 
panic  extended  to  the  right  wing.     The  savages,  throwios  ^ 
their  riflea,  rushed  on  with  tomahawk  and  scalpiiig-kiiiAt*' 
horrible  mkaaacrn  ennuA. ,  %<»(ift  of  the  Americans  m^*'  ' 
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J  Fort,  Bomo  smm  tlie  river ;  otliera  broke  their  way  across 
iWMDp,  Mid  climbed  tlic  mountniii ;    aome  few  were  taken 

;  bat  the  greater  naiiiber  were  nUiiglitered. 
Jht  liemlntioa  rjf  the  Tullej-  was  noiT  completed  ;  fields  were 
Ma  burnt, and  tlieir  iohabilants  murdered.  Accord- 
to  the  Brili^  accounts,  upwards  of  four  hundred  of  the 
iwy  of  AVyoming  were  slain,  iaut  the  women  and  children 
i^pnrnd,  '■  and  desired  to  retire  to  their  rebel  friends."  " 
tprards  of  fire  tlionsand  persona,  saj's  the  same  account,  fled 
lie  olmost  diatmss  and  constemntion,  seeking  refuge  iu  the 
BDeuts  on  the  Lehigh  and  the  Delaware.  After  completing 
lorrible  work  of  deraatation,  the  enemy  retired  before  the 
li  of  the  troops  dctoehed  by  Washington. 
Ft  mi^t  bare  ewelled  our  narrative  of  this  aflair  by  many 
1  acts  of  atrocity  committed  by  royalists  on  their  old 
la  inil  neighborB,  and  even  llieir  near  relatives ;  but  wo  for- 
lo  durken  our  page  by  such  stigmas  on  human  nature. 
Bay,  it  was  one  of  the  most  iitmcioua  outriiges  perpe- 
Inied  throughout  the  war;  and,  as  usual,  the  tories  concerned  in 
e  the  motit  vindictive  and  merciU'sa  of  the  savage  crew. 
Of  liu!  mcssures  taken  in  consci{uence  we  shall  speak  hereafter, 
a  great  part  of  the  summer,  Washington  had  remained 
A  at  White  Plains,  watching  the  movements  of  the 
y  at  New  York.  Early  in  September  he  observed  n  great 
pf  preparation  ;  cannon  and  military  stores  were  embarked, 
I  fleet  of  one  hundred  and  forty  transports  were  ready  to 
\STiat  was  their  destination  ?  Washington  deplored 
ilily  poaeessed  by  the  enemy  of  transporting  their  troops 

■  Geallera&ii't  Mugume  fcr  I7T8,  p.  CIS. 


fna  paiii  I0  pa«nl  kj  an.      "  Their  r^U   mattaata,"  aid 
b^  "  CMfale  Um*  h>  giva  v  aolicitDd«  lur  Uie  nlety  <f  n 
b  «•  AtnM  hxn  to  aiake  r 
r  an,  ft^ft*  *^  mmtfm  Ihe  dopea  of  a  Unt" 

Than  warn  bM  t«o  e^tal  objrcu  vhicb  tlxi;  oonld  hm  a 
Aw,h^tottaJdaat»di^mwMafh»«My.  Omw* 
pi  iiiiiimiMi  af  tU  farto  aal  paM  af  tba  fTigMat;  !■ 
other,  >j  a  jsetiaa  rf  lUr  b^  asd  wml  ftna^  la  yia|t 
Iha  dcatnetn  of  the  Fmd  laat  at  Boaton,  aod  rapa  |«» 
aiod  •4' Ih^  town.  ThaaapoulavenaobrMadv,  Aitilw 
dificalt  to  |«otact  iha  oaa^  vilboal  leari^  tha  olhirtpMk 
To  do  tha  haat  that  tha  aatva  of  the  aMa  «aU  aAaot,  YiA- 
ington  strengthened  the  «tKb  and  leinfbreed  thegarrimiilb 
Highland*,  atationing  Putnam  with  two  hrtgadea  in  tl»  aej^ 
borbood  of  Wert  PmdL  Ganeial  Galea  was  aut  vitt  tlM 
brigades  to  Daabnij  in  CooMoticot,  when  he  waa  joinad  hf  M 
brigades  ondcr  Gencnl  McDoogal,  while  Wa^ngten  aani  )k 
camp  to  a  rear  pottUoo  at  Fredcridabnrg  en  the  beiden  tf  O** 
necticnt,  and  aboot  thirty  milea  from  Wert  Paint,  ao  m  li  ^ 
ready  for  a  moremoit  to  the  eaatward  or  a  apeedj  j^Mlim  ^ 
the  defiance  of  the  Hndaon.  To  &cLl>Ute  an  cMtem  ■uiuM' 
he  took  measiuTa  to  have  all  die  roada  leading  to  BrM 
repaired. 

Scarce  had  Waihington  mored  trtm  WUta  Pkioi,  ^mS 
Benry  Clinton  threw  a  detadiment  <^  in  thoaaanJ  Mfeali 
Lord  CorawalUa  into  the  Jeraeja,  between  the  HatfaiaA  M 
Hndaon  Rirera,  and  another  at  three  thonaand  nndv  Kajjjka 
■en  into  Wcat«dieater  Coon^,  between  the  Hodaoa  aad  the  EM 
mta  held  Gomnmnieation  with  eaeb  olW,  aad  1 
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tbeaid  or  flit-bollomed  boata  coulil  unite  thou-  forces,  in  tweut;- 
(Emrkoars,  od  eitlicr  side  of  the  Hudsoo. 

WiBhin^on    coDsiilered    tlicsc    mere    foraging    expeditioDP, 

iliuujh  on  n  large  acolc,  and  detachcJ  troops  ioto  tbe  Jerseys  (o 

CMptrafe  with  the  militia  id  checking  them  ;  but,  as  somethiDj; 

mire  might  bo  iatcnded,  ho  ordered  GeDeral  PutnaiD  to  cross  the 

riw  to  West  Point,  for  its  immediate  eccurily ;  while  be  hici- 

K'i  niorod  with  a  diriaiou  of  hia  army  t<>  Fislikill. 

Wapc,  who  wns  with  the  dctschmcnt  in  the  Jerseys,  took 

IL^WI  «!({>  s  body  of  militia  and  a  rcgiiociit  of  light-borso  in  front 

^H  lh«  diTL^ion  of  Lord  Cornwallis.     Tlie  militia  were  qitai ti-ri'd 

^Hl  lliD  Titingc  of  New  Tappan ;  but  LicutcDant-colonel  Du}!:ii', 

U     »lio  Mmmanded  llie  liglit-horse,  chose  to  eiicamp  apart,  to  bj 

&K,  o!  is  supposed,  from  the  control  of  Wayne.     He  took  up 

lui  ijuartcrt,  therefore,  in  Old  Tappan,  where  his  men  lay  very 

Kgligtally  and  ungaardodly  in  bartis.     Coruwallis  had  intdli- 

pncc  of  their  exposed  Bituslion,  and   laid  a  plan  to  cut  off  the 

rtolo  Jftucbmeat.     A  body  of  troops  from  Knyphauseti'a  divi- 

tum  Ku  to  cro»s  the  IIud»on   in  the  tiight,  and  come  by  surprlsu 

vpii  tiio  miJitia  in  New  Tappan:  at  tbe  same   time,    Mnjor- 

puend  Orcy,  of  marauding  renown,  was  to  advance  ou  the  left, 

>ttd  attack  Baylor  and  bis  dragoons  iu  their  careless  quarters  iu 

OliJ  Tappan. 

Portunatcly  Knyphauscn's  troops,  led  by  Licutenant-eoloucl 
Campbell,  were  alow  iu  crossing  the  river,  and  the  militia  were 
^riMd  by  deserters  of  their  daugcr  in  time  to  escape  Not  to 
*idi  Baylor's  party.  General  Grey,  haviug  cut  olf  a  sergeant's 
pabvl,  advanced  iu  silence,  and  surrounded  with  his  troops  three 
iuTU  to  which  the  dragoons  were  sleeping.  We  hare  seen,  iu  his 
•upriM  of  Wayne^  detaobmeul  in   tbe  preeoding  yttftt,  Ivq'^i 


MMUy  M  lectin  ha  m  B  tka  work  «( 
picTMt  MM*  W  kad  ammi  Ua  Ma>  to  4niv  Oa 
taka  tU  ibkta  fra«  tUr  gi^  a^  fix  Iboir  bajcnaU.  Hk 
UjVMt  «aa  kia  brorile  ve^as.  Wttk  tkn  kia  men  niti 
torwaii,  aMi,  deaf  far  a  tiaa  to  aU  eriea  far  mer^,  atit  * 
MTage  alaagliitr  of  naked  aad  dafaiedaa  men.  Sktm  vb* 
killed  OD  k  ipot.  Bad  tveBtj-firama^^  mtk  r^ieated  tbivl^ 
aose  nccirbg  ten,  t*elTe,  and  era  niteen  wooiida.  AB«t 
toe  vemded  me  CoIomI  Bailor  ai>d)la}orCloagb,Uwliiti' 
wbooi  HMB  died.  Abami  fortj  were  taken  pruoowa,  idv>^ 
tlirooi^  the  knmaiM  mterpoeitiOD  of  one  of  Grej's  oftuMi 
wkoae  feeliikga  revolted  at  the  orden  of  lus  auigaiiiarf  nB- 


This  wkole  iDOTemeiit  of  troopa,  on  both  ndee  of  the  HndMik 
waa  designer)  to  cover  an  expedition  &g&inst  Little  Egg  BtAx, 
un  the  east  «oiBt  of  New  Jersey,  a  noted  rendciroua  of  Aav- 
can  priratceri.  It  was  condoctcd  in  much  the  aame  quit  *>A 
lliat  of  General  Grey  to  tbo  eastwanL  Three  liundnd  Rfd* 
troops,  and  a  body  of  royalist  volaateerv  from  tbe  Jeraeji,  hdW 
by  Captain  Patrick  Fergnson,  embarked  at  New  York  on  bdO* 
galleys  and  transports,  and  made  for  Little  Egg  Harbor  ni* 
cooroy  of  vessels  of  war.  Tbey  were  long  at  tea.  The  taotlt 
Lcnrd  of  their  coming;  four  priT&tecra  put  to  sea  and ei^lli 
others  took  refuge  np  the  river.  Tbe  wind  prerented  ika  trt* ' 
ports  from  entering.  The  troopa  embarked  in  row  ffJttpwi 
nmall  croft,  and  pushed  twenty  miles  op  the  river  to  the  riOlf 
of  Cbestnat  Neck.  Here  were  batteries  without  guns,  pnt 
ships  which  bod  been  hastily  scuttled,  and  atorohoiMS  far 
tho  reeeption  of  prize  goods.  The  batteries  and  stordonsil 
xvero  demolished,  the  priic  ships  burnt,  aaltworks  destroyed  tid. 
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Iwcllbgs  sacked  and  laid  in  ashes ;  all,  it  wu  pretended, 
ke  property  of  persons  oonoerned  in  pri»ateering,  or 
ictiritje  in  tbe  cause  of  America  and  nnrelenting  pcrst?- 
t  ibc  loyalists,  marked  them  out  as  the  proper  objects 
luce."  As  those  persoDs  were  pointed  out  by  the  tory 
H  of  New  Jersey  who  accompanied  the  expedition,  we 
fom  how  far  priTate  pique  and  neighborly  feud  entered 
if  proscriptions. 

Teasels  whie)i  brought  this  delAchment  being  wiitd-boand 
lal  days,  Capt.  Ferguson  had  time  for  another  enterprise. 
|ho  forcci  detached  by  Washinglon  into  the  Jerseys  to 
b»so  ravages,  was  the  Count  Pulaski's  legionary  eorpa, 
1  of  three  campanica  of  foot,  and  a  troop  of  horse, 
principally  by  foreigners.  A  deserter  from  the  corps 
word  to  tbe  British  commander  that  the  legion  was 
aboat  twelve  miles  np  the  river  ;  the  infantry  in  thrco 
|r  themselves ;  Count  Pulaski  with  the  cavalry  at  some 
Ipart 

ned  of  these  circumstances.  Captain  Ferguson  embarked 
irith  two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  ascended  tbe  river  in 
It,  landed  at  four  in  the  morning,  and  surrounded  the 
t  which  tbe  infantry  were  slcepiug,  "  It  being  a  night 
■ays  the  captain  in  his  official  report,  "  little  quarter  of 
I  ihare  were  OTtiy  jive  prisoners."  It 
ire  similar  to  ihoae  of  the  bayonet-loving 
of  the  infantry  were  butchered  on  the 
wliom  were  two  of  the  foreign  officers,  the  Baron 
Lieutenant  de  la  Broderie. 
.tering  of  hoofs  gave  note  of  the  approach  of  Pulaski 
lOrse,  whereupon  the  British  made  a  rapid  retreat  to 
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their  boftta  and  polled  down  the  riva,  and  I 
randing  expedition  of  Captiin  Pergoson,  irortlij'of  theta 
the  bnoeanfecrs.  He  attempted  aftemrds  to  atmx  ha  n 
ton  babdiet^  of  UDarmed  men,  bj  alleging  th&t  the  dcMrtafW 
Pnlastn'a  Itrgioo  told  him  tiie  eosnt,  ia  his  genenl  ordcn^  I 
bade  all  granting  of  qnattera;  iaformatitfti  whicb  pnmd  t|1 
btae,  and  wliich,  had  ho  been  a  geotleBBn  of  honoTaUeql 
ho  never  would  have  beliered,  especially  oa  the  void  rfiJ 
serter. 

The  detachment  on  the  east  aide  of  the  Hodcon  likema 
a  predator;  and  disgraoeflil  fhra;  from  their  linee  (t  El| 
Bridge,   towards  the  American  encampment  at  Whitt  Ftt 
pluodcring  the  inhabitants  without  diBcrimina^oD,  not  K 
their  provisions  and    forage,  bat  of  the  very  olothes  a 
bioka.     None  were  more  effioient  in  this  ravage  than  tpHf 
about  one  hundred  of  Captain  Donop's  Hesaian  yageniv  uit 
were  in  fiill  nanud  l<etween   Tarrytown  and  DiAla'  V 
when  a  detachment  of  infantry  under  Colonel  Riehaid  1 
and  of  cavalry  under  Major  Henry  Leo,  came  npoo  thsa  9 
nirprite,  hilled  ten  of  them  on  the  Bfot, captured  aIienUnu>rfl 
eighteen  privates,  and  would  have  talien  or  destroyed  iheri 
had  not  the  extreme  ronghncss  of  the  rountry  impeded  Al4 
tion  of  the  -cavalry,  and  enabled  the  yagen  to  escape  byH 
bling  np  hillsides  or  plunging  into  ravines.     Thb  o 
three  days  after  the  massacre  of  Colonel  Baylor's  party,  <■  ■ 
opposite  side  of  the  Hndson. 

The  British  detachments  having  accomplished  tbewia* 
jects  of  their  moTemeots,  retnrned  to  New  York;  leariigfl 
parts  of  the  oonntry  they  had  haraiaed  itill  mot*  i 
Huir  hoatilitj,  having  aehieved  nothing  bnt  what  iili 
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IDd  most  detestable  in  warfare.  Wc  need  no  better  com- 
Ion  these  measnrea  thao  one  furnished  by  a  British  writer 
ke  day.  '■  Upon  the  whole,"  obaer^ea  he, "  even  if  the 
\j  between  Frauce  and  America  liad  not  rendered  nil  hope 
Keen  from  the  present  conciliatory  system  hopeless,  these 
■lory  uid  irritating  expeditions  would  haTO  appeared  pecu- 
f  ni-(io)iid  and  nnlucky.  Thougb  strongly  and  warmly  rc- 
leuijid  by  many  here  ns  the  most  efieetual  mode  of  war, 
arci'ly  remeiuber  an  instance  in  which  they  have  not  been 
I  loischievotu  than  usefnl  to  the  grand  objects  of  either  re- 
Ig  or  recouciling  the  proFiQCcs."  * 

Vp  may  add  here  that  General  Grey,  who  had  most  signalized 
df  in  these  sanguinary  exploit^  and  who  from  hia  Btcallliy 
lotion  to  insure  the  use  of  the  bayonet,  had  acquired  the 
iBu  of  "  no  flint,"  was  rewarded  for  a  long  career  of  military 
lis  by  being  raised  to  the  peerage  as  Lord  Grey  of  Howick, 
Htely  Earl  Grey.  lie  was  father  of  the  celebrated  prime 
Ber  of  tlint  name. 
Lboat  the  middle  of  September  Admiral  Syron  arrived  at 

lork  with  the  residue  of  the  scattered  armament,  which  had 
I  fran  England  in  June  to  coitiiteract  the  designs  of  the 
I  D'Eslaing.  Finding  that  the  count  was  still  repairing  his 
Wtd  Seet  in  the  harbor  of  Boston,  he  put  to  aea  again  us 
n  bit  ships  were  refitted,  and  set  sail  for  that  port  to  entrap 

Success  seemed  likely  to  crown  his  ficbemes :   he  arrived 

oton  on  the  Igt  of  November  ;    Lis  rival  was  still  in  port. 
bad  Ihe  admiral  entered  the  bay,  however,  when  another 

I  stonn  drOTe  him  onl  to  aen,  disabled  his  ships,  and  com- 

■  Aon.  R^pMcr,  17T8,  p.  21S. 
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polled  bin  to  pat  into  Kboda  Isknd  to  nfit.  HcnvUl  tb 
coant  htrioi;  his  ahipa  in  good  order,  utd  ftnding  the  eo«t  dwr, 
pDt  to  Mk,  ud  nude  tlio  best  of  lua  nj  for  the  Weat  !>£«•> 
I'reriona  to  his  departure  he  ianted  ■  procUmation  d«ted  tlie  S8t^ 
of  October,  eddreaBed  tA  the  Prench  iahftbituita  9t  Cutdi,  ion^ 
tng  tben  to  reaome  alle^nce  to  their  former  wvereigit.  Tlw 
was  ft  meuitre  in  which  he  iru  not  uithoritod  b;  inatrKliM 
from  hiB  govcnnteot,  mod  which  wms  oalcnUted  to  ftwakeBljtil- 
oaij  in  tbo  American  mind  u  to  the  oltimate  views  of 
taking  a  pvt  in  this  contest.  It  added  to  the  diagrin  ocmm*' 
bj  the  ftilurc  of  iho  cspediUon  against  Rhode  laland,  and  ibe  tm- 
plcte  abandoDmont  by  the  French  of  the  coastaof  the  Doited  W^ 

The  force  st  New  York,  which  had  been  an  object  of  irsU^ 
solicitude,  was  grsdnall;  dispersed  in  different  directiona.  h** 
mediately  after  the  departure  of  Admiral  Bjron  for  BdUt 
another  iWTal  expedition  had  been  set  on  foot  by  Sir  Henr;  0** 
loo.  All  being  ready,  a  fleet  of  transports  with  five  thoiW^ 
men,  under  General  Grant,  convoyed  by  Commodore  Holh^ 
with  a  squadroa  of  six  ships  of  war,  set  sail  on  the  third  ■ 
November,  with  the  secret  design  of  an  attack  on  St.  Luda 

Towards  the  end  of  the  same  month,  another  body  oi 
under  LientenanUooIonel  Campbell,  auled  for  Qeorgia  in 
sqnadron  &f  Commodore  Hyde  Parker;  the  British  eaUnet 
ing  determiDcd  to  carry  the  war  into  the  Southern  States, 
the  same  time  Onneral  Prevost,  who  commanded  in  Florida, 
ordered  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  march  to  the  banks  of 
Savannah  Ri^cr,  and  attack  Georgia  io  flank,  while  the  expedit 
uTidpr  Campbell  should  attack  it  in  front  on  tha  tMlwari.  ^ 
will  briefly  nolo  the  issue  of  these 
Washington's  controL 
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Tbo  Rqoftdron  of  Commodore  Hjrde  Parker  anchored  in  the 
rannah  Rirar  towards  the  end  of  December.  An  AmcricHa 
I!  of  about  aix  hundred  regulars,  and  a  few  militia  under 
iier«I  Kttbert  Howe,  were  encamped  near  tlio  town,  being  the 
urnant  of  bn  amtjr  witli  whicii  that  officer  had  iuradcd  Florida 
Uic  preceding  cummer,  but  had  been  obliged  to  evacuate  it  by 
nortol  lualadj  which  desolatoJ  hia  camp. 

Licotoaaat- colonel  Campbell  landed  Lis  Iruops  on  the  29th  of 

iwmhcr,  about  three  miles  below  the  town.     The  whole  couutr; 

IctJDg  ihc  river  is  a  deep  morass,  cut  up  by  creeks,  und  only 

ilx  travor«;d  by  caujeways.     Over  ono  of  these,  six  hundred 

■  in  length,  with  a  ditch  on  each  side,  Colonel  Campbell 

need,  putting  to  flight  a  email  party  stationed  to  guard  it, 

ti]  Howe  had  posted  big  little  army  on  the  main  road  with 

it  liver  on  hia  left  and  a  morass  in  front.     A  negro  gave  Camp- 

II  information  of  a  path  leading  through  the  morass,  by  which 

"fi  might  get  unobserved  to  the  rear  of  the  Americans.     Sir 

BM  Baird  was  detached  with  the  light  infantry  by  this  path, 

vile  Colonel    Campbell   advanced    in  front     The  Anieriuuns, 

u  snddouly  attacked  in  front  and  rear,  were  completely  routed ; 

fuis  of  one   hundred   wore  either   killed   on    the   spot,  or 

led  in  the  morass;  thirty-eight  officers  and  four  hundred  and 

I  privates  were  taken  prisoners,  the  rest  retreated  up  the 

l*»Dnali  River  and  crossed  into  South  Carolina.     Savannah,  the 

piul  of  Georgia,  was  takea   possession  of  by  the  victors,  with 

IDOD,  military  stores  and  proviaiODs;   their  loss  was  only  seven 

ineteen  wounded. 
Colonel  Campbell  conducted  himself  with  great  moderation ; 
ectiog  tbo   persoDs   and    property  of  the   iuhabitants.    and 
laiming  eecority  and  favor  to  all  th:it  should  rctarn  to  their 
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CHAPTEB    XXXVIII. 

**^^»«  aimniMKsrTB  or  trs  AmRicAH  armt — ^Washington  at  mtddls- 

^^OOK—PLAH  OP  ALARM  mONALS  FOR  TBR  JBRSKT8 — LAFAYETTE*8  PRO- 
'■t^VORAN  INVASION  OP  CANADA — PATORBD  BY  OONOKKSM— CONDRMNKD 
^  WA8HINOTON — REUNQUISHKD— WASHINOTON  IN  PHII»\DKLPHIA — THB 
^^  RltRIT  DRCUNING — DISSENSIONS  IN  CX)NGRESS — SBCTIONAL  FEKLINGS — 
'ATUonc  APPEALS  OP  WASHINGTON — PLANS  FOR  THE  NEXT  CAMPAIGN — 
^'I'UI  AIROCITIBS  TO  BE  BEPRE8SBD — AVENGING  EXPEDITION  SET  ON 
'''W'^DISOOSTENTB  OP  THB  JER8ET  TROCfrS — APPEASED  BY  THE  INTER- 
''ttCSCS  OP  WASHINGTON — BUCCBSSFCL  CAMPAIGN    AGAINST  THB  INDIANS. 

^vj  the  beginniDg  of  December,  Washington  distributed  his 

^"^  for  the  winter  in  a  line  of  strong  cantonments  extending 

^  Long  Island  Sound  to  the   Delaware.     General  Putnam 

^i^iiuniDded  at  Danburj,  General  McDougall  in  the  Highlands, 

^e  the  head-quarters  of  the  commander-in-chief  were   near 

"^^Idlehrook  in  the  Jerseys.     The  objects  of  this  arrangement 

^  the  protection  of  the  country ;  the  security  of  the  important 

'^^  on  the  Hudson,  and  the  safety,  discipline,  and  easy  subsis- 

^^^  of  the  army. 

In  the  course  of  this  winter  he   devised  a  plan  of  alarm 

'f^  which   General   Philemon  Dickinson   was  employed  to 

'^  into  effect.     On  Bottle  Hill,  which  commanded  a  vast  map 

V  country,  sentinels  kept  watch  day  and  night.     Should  there  be 

*  iniiptiou  of  the  enemy^  an  eighteen  poundor,  called  tlic  0\4 
19* 
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Sow,  fired  every  half  honr,  gave  the  tlann  in  the  day  time  or  in 
dark  and  stormj  nights;  an  immense  fire  or  beacon  at  other 
times.  On  the  booming  of  that  heaTj  gan,  lighta  sprang  np  firom 
hill  to  hill  along  the  different  ranges  of  heights ;  the  oonntry 
was  aroused,  and  the  yeomanry,  hastily  armed,  hurried  to  their 
gathering  places. 

Washington  was  now  doomed  to  experience  great  loss  in  tite 
narrow  circle  of  those  about  him,  on  whose  attachment  and 
devotion  he  could  place  implicit  reliance.  The  Marquis  Ltfaj- 
ettc,  seeing  no  immediate  prospect  of  active  employment  in  tk 
United  States,  and  anticipating  a  war  on  the  contineDt  of 
Europe,  was  disposed  to  return  to  France  to  offer  his  services  to 
his  sovereign ;  desirous,  however,  of  preserving  a  relation  wiih 
America,  ho  merely  solicited  from  Congress  the  liberty  of  gobg 
home  for  the  next  winter ;  engaging  himself  not  to  depart  until 
certain  that  the  campaign  was  over.  Washington  backed  his 
application  for  a  furlough,  as  an  arrangement  that  would  still 
link  liim  with  the  service  ;  expressing  his  reluctance  to  part  witb 
an  officer  who  united  "  to  all  the  military  fire  of  youth  la 
uncommon  maturity  of  judgment"  Congress  in  consequence 
granted  the  marquis  an  unlimited  leave  of  absence,  to  return  to 
America  whenever  he  should  find  it  convenient 

The  marquis,  in  truth,  was  full  of  a  grand  project  for  the 
following  summer's  campaign,  which  he  was  anxious  to  lay  hefoic 
the   cabinet  of  Versailles;    it  was   to   effect   the   conquest  d 
Canada  by  the  combined  forces,  naval  and  military,  of  France 
the  United  States.     Of  course  it   embraced  a  wide  scope  otj 
operations.     One  body  of  American  troops  was  to  be  dii 
against  Detroit;  another  against  Niagara;  a  third  waste 
Oswego    hiunob  a  flolvW^^  \uid  get  command  of  Lake  Onl 
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I  «  fourth  to  penetrate  Canada  by  the  river  SL  Francis,  and 

jure  Monlreal'and  the  posts  on  Lake  CUamplaio.     While  the 

■lericans  thus  inraded  I'pper  CuuiLda,  a  French  fleet  with  five 

aand  men  was  to  asccad  the   St.  Lawrence,  and  make  an 

"itack  on  Quebec.     The  scheme  raut  the  approbation  of  a  great 

majority  in  Congress,  who  ordered  it  to  be  communicated  to  Dr. 

Fraukliu,  thea  miniHter  at  Puris,  to  be  laid  by  him  before  the 

(Wticli  cabinet.  Previous  to  a  final  determination,  the  House  pni- 
Utly  consulted  the  opiniou  of  the  commander-in-chief.  Wash- 
paa  apposed  the  scheme,  both  by  letter  and  in  a  perBonnl  inter- 
Iw  with  Congress,  as  too  complicated  and  cstcnaive,  and  requir- 
g  tuo  great  resources  in  men  and  money  to  be  undertaken  with 
pros|ie<;t  of  success.  He  opposed  it  also  on  politiuDi  grounds. 
Though  it  had  apparently  origiaated  in  a  proposition  of  the 
Mnnjuis  Lafayette,  it  might  have  had  its  birth  in  the  French 
kbinct,  with  a  view  to  some  ulterior  object.  He  suggested  the 
introducing  a  large  body  of  French  troops  into  Canada, 
lad  potting  them  in  po3.^essioD  of  the  capital  of  u  province 
Btuched  to  them  by  all  the  ties  of  blood,  habijs,  manners,  religion, 
■od  former  connection  of  government.  Let  us  realize  for  a 
momctit,  said  he,  the  striking  advantages  France  would  derive 
fr.im  the  possession  of  Canada  ;  an  extensive  territory,  abounding 
ui  nipplies  for  tbe  use  of  her  islands  ;  a  vast  source  of  the  most 
^lieneficial  commerce  with  the  Indian  nations,  which  she  might 
pen  monopolise;  ports  of  her  own  on  this  Continent  indcpeu- 
mtof  the  precarious  good-will  of  an  ally;  the  whole  trade  of 
iwfoundland  whenever  she  pleased  to  engross  it,  the  finest 
sery  for  seamen  in  the  world ;  and  finally,  the  facility  of 
log  and  controlHog  these  States,  the  natural  and  most  formida- 
b  rival  of  every  maritime  power  in  Europe.     All  these  advau-  J 


I  «-..! 
^Bkbini 
Hngc 

^K>d  I 


8  LIFE  OF  WABHnrOTOV.  Hill 


^>8  he  feared  might  prove  too  great  a  temptation  to  be 
J  aiij  power  actuated  by  the  oommon  mazimi  of  national 
x)licy ;  and,  with  all  his  eonfidcnoe  in  the  fiiTorable  aentimeDte 
of  France,  he  did  not  think  it  politio  to  subject  her  diaintereited* 
nestf  to  such  a  trial.  "  To  waive  every  other  conaideratioDy"  nid 
he,  grandly,  in  the  concluaion  of  a  letter  to  the  President  of 
CoDgre88,  **  I  do  not  like  to  add  to  the  number  of  oar  national 
obligations.  I  would  wish,  as  much  as  possible,  to  avoid  givhig 
a  foreign  power  new  claims  of  merit  for  services  performed  to  the 
United  States,  and  would  ask  no  assistance  that  is  not  indispen- 
sable.'* 

The  strenuous  and  far-seeing  opposition  of  Washington  mm 
length  effectual ;  and  the  magnificent,  but  haiardons  scheme, 
entirely,  though  slowly  and  reluctantly  abandoned.     It  appears 
since,  that  the  cabinet  of  France  had  really  no  hand  either  id 
originating  or  promoting  it ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  was  opposed  to 
any  expedition  against  Canada ;  and  the  instructions  to  their 
minister  forbade  him  to  aid  in  any  such  scheme  of  conquest 

Much  of  the  winter  was  passed  by  Washington  in  Philidel- 
phia,  occupied  in  devising  and  discussing  plans  for  the  campaign 
of  1779.     It  was  an  anxious  moment  with  him.     GircumstaneM 
which  inspired  others  with  confidence,  filled  him  with  solieitidei 
The  alliance  with  France  had  produced  a  baneful  feeliDg  of 
security,  which,  it  appeared  to  him,  was  paralysing  the  energir 
of  the  country.     England,   it  was   thought,  would  now  be  t 
much  occupied  in  securing  her  position  in  Europe,  to  increase  ^ 
force  or  extend  her  operations   in   America.     Many,  ther^ 
considered  the  war  as  virtually  at  an  end ;  and  were  unwi 
to  make  the  sacrifices,  or  supply  the  means  neoessazy  for  ii 
tant  military  undertakings. 
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DiaMnaioBS,  too,  and  party  feuds  were  brcakiDg  out  in  Cuii- 
•i,  owing  to  the  relasatioD  of  that  uslcraal  pressure  of  a  ciini- 
I  and  iiumtuent  dangt^r,  wkiuh  had  Leretoforc  produced  a 
ityof  BcntimcEit  and  actioa.  That  august  bod;  had,  io  fnri, 
ttllj  deteriorated  siuco  tlic  commcncemeut  of  the  war.  Many 
I  itgw  *liOBe  Damea  had  been  as  watchwords  at  tho  Declarittiou 
'  lulependcncc,  had  wJtlidriiwn  from  the  uatioual  counciU ; 
Kvpieil  dtlicr  by  thoir  iudividual  affairs,  or  by  the  aSalra 
■  iWr  indiTidual  Staler  Washington,  whose  comprchcnsivo 
plrioiiwu  ombroccd  the  whole  Uuiuo,  deprecated  nud  deplored 
BodiR'iiiiig  of  this  scctioual  spirit.  America,  he  declared,  had 
Hu  itood  in  more  itnminenl  need  nf  tho  wise,  patriotic,  aud 
B*fW  otertions  of  her  Bona  thjin  «l  this  period.  Tho  States, 
^>*Ut«ljr,  were  too  much  engaged  in  their  local  concerns,  aud 
i  vitlidrawa  too  many  of  their  ablest  men  from  the  general 
"tal,  for  tbe  good  of  the  conunun  weaL  "  Our  political 
^>^>i>,''  obaerTed  he,  "  is  like  the  luechanisin  of  a  clock ;  it  is 
Wen.  to  keep  tho  smaller  wheels  in  order,  if  the  greater  one,  the 
"Ml!  mover  of  the  whole,  is  neglected."  It  was  hia  wish,  there- 
!,  that  each  State  should  not  only  chooae,  but  absolutely 
inpel  ita  ablest  men  to  attend  Cungresa,  instructed  to  inveati- 
I^aad  rGform  public  Abuses. 

.Vuthiug  c»n  exceed  hia  appeal  to  the  patriotism  of  his  native 
til«,  Virgluia,  in  X  letter  to  Colonel  Harrison,  the  speaker  of  it» 
p  of  tk'legates,  written  on  tho  30lh  of  December.  "  Our 
Kin  arc  tii  a  more  distressed,  ruinaua,  and  deplorable  condition 
n  they  hare  been  since  the  cumnicueeuieut  of  the  war.  By  n 
ifafiil  laborer,  then,  in  the  cause ;  by  a  man  who  is  daily  injur- 
[his  private  estate  without  the  smallest  earthly  advantage,  not 
a  to  oil  in  cade  of  a  favorable  issue  to  the  dispute ;  by  ono 
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mho  wiihM  the  proaperitj  of  Ammm  aoit  d«vmttj,  Wl  aa  it, 
or  thioki  ha  mm  it,  od  the  brink  of  ntia ;  joa  an  b«Mi|^  mm! 
euMad;,  m  j  dwr  Colonel  Hurinn,  to  azcrt  joorny  im  «dMr- 
oriDg  to  rMeno  josr  oonntry,  bj  nDding  tout  bwfc  and  iblat 
man  to  CongrMB.     ThM«  duncten  must  not  slonber  nor  Atf 
tt  hoBie  in  moh  ■  time  oT  prMnng  danger.     Thej  mtut  not  Mft- 
tent  themMlvM  witb  th«  enjoyment  of  plues  of  bonw  or  pnit 
in  tbeir  own  Stkte,  while  the  common  tntemts  of  AnwriM  an, 
monldering  and  sinking  into  irretrierable  rain.     *     *     *    If  ^^ 
were  to  be  called  npon  to  draw  a  [netare  of  the  timta  aad  a^^ 
men,  from  what  I  bare  nen,  heard,  and  in  part  know,  I  rilonU  Km 
one  word  nj,  that  idlenen,  diiripation,  and  extrarapDce  h^  ^bi 
bare  laid  bst  hold  of  most  of  tbeni ;  that  epeciilati<»i,  peenlatitkisi, 
and  an  inaatiablo  thirst  for  ridioi,  seem  to  have  got  the  betV:^ 
of  ever;  other  eonnderation,  and  almost  of  ererj  order  of  nam  ; 
that  party  disputes  and  personal  qnarrets  are  the  great  bnim^i^ 
of  the  day ;  while  the  momentons  concerns  of  an  emiure,  a  j(res«* 
and  accumulating  debt,  rained  finances,  depreciated  money,  ns*i 
want  of  credit,  which  in  its  conaequcnoee  is  the  want  of  eresT 
thing,  are  but  secondary  considerations,  and  pwtpoDed  fim  d*7 
to  day,  from  week  to  week,  as  if  onr  a&irs  wore  the  most  puMBi^ 
ing  aspect.    *****    In  the  present  ntnatioD  of  tbin^ 
I  cannot  help  asking  where  are  Hason,  Wythe,  Jefferaon,  Ht^**^ 
las,  Pendleton,  Nelson,  and  another  I  oonld  name  t    Aad  lAyi  ' 
you  are  soffioiently  impreseed  with  your  danger,  do  yon  b»*>  " 
New  York  has  done  ta  the  case  of  Hr.  Jay,  send  an  extra  u*** 
ber  or  two,  for  at  least  a  limited  time,  till  the  gfMt  bwBM^  "^ 
the   nation  is  pnt  npon  a  more  reepeetable  and  hapfiy  eslabU^ 
ment  ?    *    *    *    I  oonfen  to  yon  I  GmI  mora  t«al  i 
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tceoimt  of  the  present  appearance  of  things,  than  I  have  done  at 
tny  one  time  since  the  commencement  of  the  dispute." 

Nothing  seems  to  have  disgusted  him  more  during  his  Tisit  to 
Philadelphia,  than  the  manner  in  which  the  concerns  of  the 
^riot  camp  were  forgotten  amid  the  revelry  of  the  capital. 
**  An  assembly,  a  concert,  a  dinner,  a  supper,  that  will  cost  three 
or  four  hundred  pounds,  will  not  only  take  men  off  from  acttii,<; 
in  this  business,  but  even  from  thinking  of  it ;  while  a  great  part 
of  the  officers  of  our  army,  from  absolute  necessity,  are  quittir.g 
the  Kr?ice,  and  the  more  yirtnous  few,  rather  than  do  this,  are 
nnkiDg  by  sure  degrees  into  beggary  and  want." 

In  discussing  the  policy  to  be  observed  in  the  next  campaign, 
^ishington  presumed  the  enemy  would  maintain  their  presciit 
po>t«,  tad  conduct  the  war  as  heretofore ;  in  which  case  Lc  wuj 
for  remaining  entirely  on  the  defensive;  with  the  exception  (f 
Bioh  minor  operations  as  might  be  necessary  to  check  the  ravages 
<rf  the  Indians.  The  country,  he  observed,  was  in  a  languid  and 
cxhaosted  state,  and  had  need  of  repose.  The  interruption  to 
*grieoltaral  pursuits,  and  the  many  hands  abstracted  from  hu  > 
htndry  by  military  service,  had  produced  a  scarcity  of  bread 
^  forage,  and  rendered  it  difficult  to  subsist  large  armicv. 
^cither  was  it  easy  to  recruit  these  armies.  There  was  abun- 
^*nco  of  employment;  wages  were  high,  the  value  of  money 
^tt  low ;  eonsequently  there  was  but  little  temptation  to  cn- 
listw  Plans  liad  been  adopted  to  remedy  the  deranged  state  of 
the  earreney,  but  they  would  be  slow  in  operation.  Great 
economy  must  in  the  mean  time  be  observed  in  the  public  expen- 
^tare. 

The  participation  of  France  in  the  war,  also,  and  the  prospect 
^  Spain  would  soon  be  embroiled  with  England,  must  certainly 
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divide  the  stteo  t ion  of  the  enemy,  nad  tUow  Anwriea  >  Irstluif 
time;  tbese  sod  dmilu  conndentions  were  urged  b;  WtshiDf 
ton  in  &Tor  of  %  dcfeDBive  policy.  One  Btngle  esccption  tu 
made  b;  hiio.  The  horrible  rartges  and  m&sneres  pei^tnbd 
by  the  lodians  and  their  tory  allies  at  Wjomii^,  haA  twa  (A- 
lowed  bjr  umiUr  strocitice  at  Cherry  Valley,  in  the  State  of  Kn 
York,  and  eallcd  for  signal  vongeanoe  to  prereat  a  lepctitiDL 
Washington  know  by  experience  that  Indian  warftre,  to  be  efi» 
tivO)  shonld  never  be  merely  defensive,  bat'nrast  be  carried  iflW 
the  enemy's  oouutry.  The  Six  Nations,  tlie  moat  cirilited  of  tk 
eavage  tribes,  had  proved  themselves  the  most  famiidable.  Fa 
idea  was  to  make  war  upon  them  in  their  own  style ;  peiMUm 
their  country,  lay  waste  thoir  villages  and  settlements,  and  at  it 
same  time  destroy  the  British  post  at  Niagara,  that  sestling'fl'i 
of  torica  and  refugees. 

The  policy  thus  recommended  was  adopted  by  CongrCK  Al 
expedition  was  set  on  foot  to  carry  that  part  relative  to  the  I» 
dians  into  execution :  but  here  a  circumstance  oceorred,  iristk 
Washington  declared  gave  him  more  pain  than  any  thiag  M 
had  happened  in  the  war.  A  Jersey  brigade  being  oidcrsi  ti 
march,  the  officers  of  the  first  regiment  hesitated  to  ob^.  Bj 
the  depreciation  of  paper  money,  their  pay  was  ineompeteot  k 
their  support;  it  was,  in  fact,  merely  nominal;  the  eonssqsMl 
was,  aa  they  alleged,  that  they  were  loaded  with  debt,  and  tW( 
families  at  home  wore  atarvtng;  yet  the  Lc^alatnre  ofth« 
State  tamed  a  deaf  ear  to  their  oomplaints.  Thus  tggnnt^ 
they  addressed  a  remonstrance  to  the  Legislature  aa  the  saljirf 
of  their  pay,  intimating  that,  sliould  it  not  receive  the  imawMi 
attention  of  that  body,  they  might,  at  tbe  oupiratiiiii  at  An* 
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»,  be  ceoaidered  aa  having  rrsigoed,  und  other  officers  miglit 
■  appninlei]  in  lUelr  place. 

lU'K  iT»a  one  of  ihc  many  dilemmas  wliich  called  for  the 

judgnKtil,  modcralioQ,  and  great  personal  ireight  and  iufluflDco 

"f  Wvhington.     He  was  cmincully  the  soldier's  friend,  but  lie 

"wuo  less  thoroughly  tl  10   patriot   general.      Ho   kuew  and   felt 

\U-  priviiions  and  distrc;!9ea  of  the  army,  and  the  truth  of  t!io 

grievances   complained    of;    but  be   saw.  also,  the   e»il    conse- 

lUi-Tufa  (hat  might  result  from  anch  u  coarse  as  tliat  which  the 

"&i\ri  bad  adapted.     Acting,  thoreforc,  as  a  mediator,  he  eor- 

^'bunted  the  Btatemcnts  of  the  coDipluiiianta  on  tlic  one  hand, 

"fginjon  government  tlie  necessity  of  a  more  general  and  ad- 

"I'^ate  prorUioQ  for  the  officers  of  the  army,  and  the  danger  of 

'^''jvctiiig  them  to   too   severe  and   continued   privations.     Oa 

'ot  other  hand,    ho  TCprcscntod   to  the  officers  the  diffienlliea 

*'"i  »liich  government  itself  had  to  contend  from  a  deranged 

^•"^iinry  and   exhausted   resources ;    and   the  unavoidable  ilulays 

^*'-  coiiM^jucntly  impeded    its  moneyed  operations.     He  called 

teu  Ihcm,  therefore,  for  a  further  exertion  of  that  patience  and 

taverwica  which  bad  hitherto  done  them  the  highest  honor 

flume  and  abroad,  had  inspired  Eiim  with  unlimited  eonfijence 

r  rirtoe,  and  consoled  lum   amidst  every  perplexity  and 

■;  of  fortune  to  which  the  national  affairs  had  been  exposed. 

'  that  we  have  made  so  great  a  progress  to  the  attain- 

t  of  tb«  end  we  have  in  vien,"  observed  he,  "  any  thing  like 

«  of  conduct  would  imply  a  very  unhappy  change  of  prin- 

^*Pl«,  and  a  forgctfulness,  as  well   of  what  we  owe  to  oorselvcs, 

**  to  our  country.     Did  I  suppose  it  possible  this  could  he  tliu 

tevcn  in  a  sLigle  regiment  of  the  army,  I  should  be  morli&Ld 
vbagrbcd  beyond  csprcssiau.     I  should  feel  it  as  a  woiuid 
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gjren  to  mj  own  honor,  iriudi  I  oomidff  M  ambailed  with  Ibl 
of  the  annj  at  large. 

"Bnt  the  gentlemen,"  ijds  he,"oaimot  be  iaeuiMt;Aif 
cannot  aerioasly  intend  tuy  thing  thai  woald  bo  %  alau  a  Ak 
farmer  reputation.  They  h&*e  only  reuonod  wrong  tbool  At 
means  of  obtaiuiug  a  good  end ;  and  od  ooDudorstimi,  I  kcfeni 
flatter  mjsdf,  the;  will  reooooce  what  moat  a^iear  to  h«  bf» 
per.  At  the  opening  of  a  eampaign,  when  nnder  amkng 
orders  for  an  important  service,  their  own  honor,  dvtj  to  A> 
publio  and  to  thctascWes,  and  a  regard  to  militarj  pn|rii^ 
will  not  euficr  them  to  persist  in  a  meaaore  wUdi  vtMiU  kii 
violation  of  them  alL  It  will  crca  wound  their  delicaej,  ncUf 
to  reflect  thiLt  they  hnre  baxardcd  a  step  which  has  an  air  rf 
dictating  to  their  country,  bj  taking  adrantage  of  the  oeetxlj 
of  the  moment ;  for  the  declaration  they  have  made  to  tbe  Sblti 
at  BO  critical  a  time,  that  unless  they  ohtaiu  relief  in  the  durl 
period  of  three  days,  tlicy  must  be  considered  oat  of  the  asm, 
has  very  mncli  that  aspect." 

These  and  other  observations  of  ^milar  purport,  vttt  an- 
taincd  in  a  letter  to  General  Maxwell,  thMr  ooDmuBdar,  to  h 
laid  before  the  officers.  It  produced  a  respeetfnl  r^y,hlM 
which  intimtited  no  dispoution  to  swerve  from  their  deteniit- 
tioD.  After  reiterating  their  grievances, "  we  are  aorry,"  tU^ 
they,  "  that  jon  should  imsginc  wo  meant  to  disobey  oidsn.  U 
was  and  is  stUI  otir  determioation  to  march  with  oar  ngix^t 
and  to  do  the  duty  of  officers  until  the  Legislators  shall  han  i 
reasonable  time  to  appoint  others,  bnt  no  longer.  We  b^  1«T* 
to  assure  your  Ezoelleacy,  that  we  have  the  highest  senM  tf  J*v 
ability  and  virtoeaj  that  executing  your  orders  has  ever  gina* 
ploasnie;  that  we  love  the  aervioe,  and  lor«  our  oowtay;— W 
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when  that  coontrj  gets  so  lost  to  virtue  and  justice,  as  to  forget 
to  support  its  serTants,  it  then  becomes  their  dutj  to  retire  from 
its  senrice." 

A  commander  of  less  magnanimitj  than  Washington,  would 
Lave  answered  this  letter  by  a  stem  exercise  of  military  rule, 
and  driven  the  reaUy  aggrieved  parties  to  extremity.  He  nobly 
eootented  himself  with  the  following  comment  on  it,  forming  a 
paragraj^  of  a  letter  to  General  Maxwell.  "  I  am  sorry  the 
gentlemen  persist  in  the  principles  which  dictated  the  step  they 
have  taken ;  as,  the  more  the  afiair  unfolds  itself,  the  more  rea- 
son I  see  to  disapprove  it  But  in  the  present  view  they  have 
of  the  matter,  and  with  their  present  feelings,  it  is  not  probable 
any  new  ai;gument  that  could  be  offered  would  have  more  influ- 
ence than  the  former.  While,  therefore,  the  gentlemen  continue 
in  the  execution  of  their  duty,  as  they  declare  tLemselvcs  hearti- 
ly disposed  to  do,  I  shall  only  regret  that  they  have  taken  a  step 
of  which  they  must  hereafter  see  the  impropriety." 

The  Legislature  of  New  Jersey  imitated  the  forbearance  of 
Washington.  Compounding  with  their  pride,  they  let  the  offi- 
cers know  that  on  their  withdrawing  the  memorial,  the  subject 
matter  of  it  would  be  promptly  attended  to.  It  was  withdrawn. 
Besolations  were  immediately  passed,  granting  pecuniary  supplies 
to  both  officers  and  soldiers.  The  money  was  forthwith  forwarded 
to  camp,  and  the  brigade  marched. 

Such  was  the  paternal  spirit  exercised  by  Washington,  in  all 
the  difficulties  and  discontents  of  the  army.  How  clearly  he 
understood  the  genius  and  circumstances  of  the  people  he  was 
called  upon  to  manage ;  and  how  truly  was  he  their  protector 
even  more  than  their  commander ! 

We  shall  briefly  dispose  of  the  Indian  campaign.     The  first 
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Act  was  an  expedition  from  Fort  Schnjler  bj  Colonel  Van 
Schaick,  Lieutenant-colonel  Willett,  and  ^ajor  Cochrmii,  with 
about  six  hundred  men,  who,  on  the  19th  of  April,  sorpriBed  the 
towns  of  the  Onondagas ;  destroyed  the  whole  settlement,  and 
returned  to  the  fort  without  the  loss  of  a  sbgle  man. 

The  great  expedition  of  the  campaign,  however,  was  in 
rerenge  of  the  massacro  of  Wyoming.  Earlj  in  the  aummer, 
three  thousand  men  assembled  in  that  lately  desolated  region, 
and,  conducted  by  General  Sullivan,  moved  up  the  west  braneh 
of  the  Susquehanna  into  the  Seneca  country.  While  on  the  way, 
they  were  joined  by  a  part  of  the  western  army,  under  (jeneral 
James  Clinton,  who  had  come  from  the  valley  of  the  Mohawk  by 
Otsego  lake  and  the  east  branch  of  the  Susquehanna.  The 
united  forces  amounted  to  about  five  thousand  men,  of  which 
Sullivan  had  the  general  command. 

The  Indians,  and  their  allies  the  tories,  had  received  informa- 
tion of  the  intended  invasion,  and  appeared  in  arms  to  oppose  it^ 
They  were  much  inferior  in  force,  however,  being  about  fifteen 
hundred  Indians  and  two  hundred  white  men,  commanded  by  the 
two  Butlers,  Johnson,  and  Brant.  A  battle  took  place  at  New- 
town on  the  29th  of  August,  in  which  they  were  easily  defeated. 
Sullivan  then  pushed  forward  into  the  heart  of  the  Indian 
country,  penetrating  as  far  as  the  Genesee  River,  laying  every 
thing  waste,  setting  fire  to  deserted  dwellings,  destroying  corn- 
fields, orchards,  gardens,  every  thing  that  could  give  sustenance 
to  man,  the  design  being  to  starve  the  Indians  out  of  the  country. 
The  latter  retroated  beforo  him  with  their  families,  and  at  length 
took  refuge  under  the  protection  of  the  British  garrison  at  Niag- 
ara. Having  completed  his  errand,  Sullivan  returned  to  Easton 
in  Pennsylvania.     The  thanks  of  Congress  were  voted  to  him  and 
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Us  armj,  bnt  ho  shortly  afterward  resigned  bis  commission  on 
account  of  ill  health,  and  retired  from  the  scrvico. 

A  similar  expedition  was  undertaken  by  Colonel  Brodhead, 
from  Pittsburg  up  the  Allegany,  against  the  Mingo,  Muncey,  and 
Seneca  tribes,  with  similar  results.  The  wisdom  of  Washington's 
policy  of  carrying  the  war  against  the  Indians  into  their  country, 
mnd  conducting  it  in  their  own  way,  was  apparent  from  the  gene- 
nl  intimidation  produced  among  the  tribes  by  these  expeditions, 
and  the  subsequent  infrcquency  of  their  murderous  incursions ; 
Ihe  instigation  of  which  by  the  British,  had  been  the  most  inhu- 
aaan  feature  of  this  war. 


TOL.  IIL — 20 


Thx  Mtiution  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton  mnst  htre  been 
in  the  extreme  to  an  officer  of  lofty  ambition  and  genennu  vaam 
His  force,  between  aixteen  and  Mventeen  thousand  strong,  wu 
superior  in  number,  discipline,  and  equipment  to  that  of  Wash- 
ingtoQ ;  yet  his  ioBtructionB  confined  him  to  a  predatory 
carried  on  by  attacks  and  marauds  at  distant  points, 
is  tme,  yet  irritating  to  the  conntry  intended  to  be  eoneiliated, 
and  bmtaliiing  to  bia  own  soldiery.     Snob  was  the  nature  of  an 
expedition  set  on  foot  against  the  oommerae  of  the 
by  which  commerce  the  armies  were  supplied  and  the  eredit  of 
the  government  euatained.    On  Uie  9tb  of  Hay,  *  o^sadroa 
under  Sir  George  Collier,  oonroying  transport!  and  gallaya, 
twenty-five  hundred  men,  commanded  by  General  Hatbew^  an — 
tered  these  waters,  took  possesuon  of  Portsmouth^  witbovt  oppo- 
sition, sent  out  armed  psrties  against  Norfolk,  SofBilk,  Gdiport^ 
Kemp's    Landing,   and  other   oeigbboring  places,    whera   war^ 
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iuimcusc  qaantities  of  proyisions,  naval  and  military  stores,  and 
iiserchanditfe  of  all  kinds ;  with  numerous  vessels,  some  on  the 
Btocks,  others  richly  laden.  Wherever  they  went,  a  scene  of 
plunder,  conflagration,  and  destruction  ensued.  A  few  dayd 
'^^ccd  to  ravage  the  whole  neighborhood. 

While  this  was  going  on  at  the  South,  Washington  received 
intelligence  of  movements  at  New  York  and  in  its  vicinity,  which 
^ade  him  apprehend  an  expedition  against  the  Highlands  of  the 
Qudaon. 

Since  the  loss  of  Forts  Montgomery  and  Clinton,  the  main 

^^ftsQces  of  the  Highlands  had  been  established  at  the  sudden 

**^«id  of  the  river  where  it  winds  between  Wert  Point  and 

^ooatitation  Ishind.     Two  opposite  forts  commanded  this  bend, 

i^K^d  an  iron  chain  which  was  stretched  across  it. 

ArVashiiigton  had  projected  two  works  also  just  below  the 
'^^^hlands,  at  Stony  Point  and  Vcrplanck^s  Point,  to  servo  as 
^^^^^*'orka  of  the  mountain  passes,  and  to  protect  King^s  Ferry, 
^^o  mo3i  direct  and  convenient  communication  between  the 
^^rthern  and  Middle  States. 

^  small  but  strong  fort  had  been  erected  on  Vcrplanck's 

^iot,  and  was  garrisoned  by  seventy  men  under  Captain  Arm- 

**«H>ng,     A  more  important  work  was  in  progress  at  Stony  Point. 

^  «^cn  completed,  these  two  forts,   on  opposite  promontories, 

'^ou.ld  form  as  it  were  the  lower  gates  of  the  Highlands ;   minia- 

Pillars  of  Hercules,  of  which  Stony  Point  was  the  Gibral- 


To  be  at  hand  in  case  of  any  real  attempt  upon  the  High- 
^^uda,  Washington  drew  up  with  his  forces  in  that  direction; 
*^oviiig  by  the  way  of  Morristown. 

An  expedition  up  the  Hudson  was  really  the  object  of  Sir 
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Henrj  ClintOD's  morcmcnts,  and  for  this  be  wis  streDgtheocd  bfj 
the  return  of  Sir  George  Collier  with  his  mmrmading  thips  mxbd 
forces  from  Virginia.     On  the  80th  of  May,  Sir  Henry  Mt  ovit 
on  his  second  grand  cruise  up  the  Hudson,  with  an  armament  csf 
about  seventj  sail,  great  and  small,  and  one  hundred  and  iftySmft 
boats.     Admiral  Sir  Geoi^  Collier  commanded  the  armamexat, 
aud  there  was  a  land  force  of  about  five  thousand  men  mJ<ir 
General  Vau^han, 

The  first  aim  of  Sir  Henry  was  to  get  possession  of  Stovy 
and  Vcrplanck^s  Points;  his  former  expedition  had  acquainted 
him  with  the  importance  of  this  pass  of  the  river.     On  the  monir 
ing  of  the  31st,  the  forces  were  landed  in  two  divisioiis,  the 
largest  under  General  Vaughan,  on  the  east  side  of  the  riwer, 
about  seven  or  eight  miles  below  Verplanok's  Point;  the  otticri 
commanded  by  Sir  Henry  in  person,  landed  in  Haverstraw  I^^Jt 
about  three  miles  below  Stony  Point.     There  were  but  aboo^ 
thirty  men  iu  the  unfinished  fort;    they  abandoned  it  on    th^ 
ap[>roach  of  the  enemy,  and  retreated  into  the  Highlands,  haris^S 
fir^'t  set  fire  to  the  block-house.     The  British  took  quiet  poioi^*^ 
sio:i  of  the  fort  in  the  evening;  dragged  up  cannon  and  mortar^  ^ 
tlie  night,  and   at  daybreak  opened  a  furious  fire   upon  F*^'* 
Lafayette.     It  was  cannonaded  at  the  same  time  by  the  anV^ 
vessels,  and  a  demonstration  was  made  on  it  by  the  division  um^^' 
General   Vaughan.     Thus  surrounded,   the   little  garrison       ^ 
seventy  men  was  forced  to  surrender,  with  no  other  stipulaC:^'^^ 
than  safety  to  their  persons  and  to  the  property  they  had  in 
fort.     Major  Andr^  was  aide-de-camp  to  Sir  Henry,  and  sig^^' 
the  articles  of  capitulation. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  stationed  garrisons  in  both  posts,  and 
to  work  with  great  activity  to  complete  the  fortification  of  St^^^^^ 
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^oint     Hift  troops  rern&bed  for  Bcveral  daiya  m  two  divisions  on 

t  opposite  sides  of  the  river ;  the  fleet  generally  fell  down  n 

'  King's  Ferry ;  some  of  the  square-rigged  vessels,  how-' 

rtrn',  wiUi  others  of  a  smaller  size,  and  flat-bottomed  boats,  having 

I    board,    dropped  down    Uavcrstrnw  Bay,  and  Snally 

npgitared  behind  the  prornootorics  which  advance  aoroas  the 

toper  part  of  the  Tappao  Sea. 

Somo  of  tiic  movements  of  the  enemy  perplexed  Wastiington 

iiigly.     tic  presumed,  however,  that  the  main  object  of  Sir 

Vfttiry  was  to  get  posacision  of  ^Vesit  Point,  the  guardian  fortress 

01    tbe  river,  and   that  the  capture  of  Stony  and  VerplBiick's 

"oinu  were  preparatory  steps.     He  would  fain  hare  dislodged 

kiia  from  iheso  posts,  which  cut  off  all  communitatiou  by  the  way 

King's  Ferry,  but  they  were  too  strong ;  he  hod  not  the  force 

military  apparatus  necessary.     Uefcrring  any   attempt  on 

»m  for  the  present,  ho  took  measores  for  the  proteution  of 

pwst  Point.     Leaving  General   Putnam  and  the  main  body  of 

army  at  Smith's  Clove,  a  mountain  pass  in  the   rear  of 

•verstraw,  he  removed  his  head-quarters  to  New  Wlnd--or,  to 

k  ntxt  West  Point  in  case  of  ucetJ,  and  to  press  the  completion 

lb  works.     General  McDougall  was  transferred  to  the  cou- 

*»d  of  the  Point.     Tlirco  brigades  wera  stationed  at  different 

1  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  under  General  Heath, 

a  which  fatigue  parties  crossed  daily  to  work  on  the  fortifi* 


This  atrong  disposition  of  the  American  forces  cheeked  Sir 
'Tory's  designs  against  the  Highlands.  Contentiug  himself, 
'^nrfore,  for  the  present,  with  the  act|uiaitiou  of  Stony  and  Ver- 
s  PoiDla,  he  returned  to  New  Vork ;  where  he  soon  set  on 
^t  a  dcaolattng  eipedltiou  along  the  seaboard  of  Connecticut. 
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!hn%  State,  whilo  it  furnished  the  American  armun  wftk 
ons  and  recruits,  and  infested  the  sea  with  priTateers,  had 
hitherto  experienced  nothing  of  the  horrors  of  war  within  its 
bordcra  Sir  Henry,  in  compliance  with  his  instmctioDt  from 
government,  was  now  about  to  give  it  a  scourging  lesson;  and  L«i 
entertained  the  hope  that,  in  so  doing,  he  might  draw  down 
AVashington  from  his  mountain  fastnesses,  and  lay  open  the  Hod- 
son  to  a  successful  incursion. 

General  (late  Governor)  Tryon,  was  the  officer  selected  bj  Sir 
Henry  for  this  inglorious,  but  apparently  congenial  serried 
About  the  beginning  of  July  he  embarked  with  two  thousand  nz 
hundred  men,  in  a  fleet  of  transports  and  tenders,  and  was 
convoyed  up  the  Sound  by  Sir  George  Collier  with  two  ships  of 
war. 

On  the  5th  of  July,  the  troops  landed  near  New  Haven,  in 
two  divisions,  one  led  by  Tryon,  the  other  by  Brigadicr^general 
Garth,  his  lieutenant.     They  came  upon  the   neighborhood 
surprise ;  yet  the  militia  assembled  in  haste,  and  made  a  resolai 
though  ineffectual  opposition.     The  British  captured  the  tow 
dismantled  the  fort,  and  took  or  destroyed  all  the  vessels  in  th 
harbor;  with  all  the  artillery,  ammunition,  and   public  etorer 
Several  private  houses  were  plundered ;  but  this,  it  was  said, 
done  by  the  soldiery  contrary  to  orders.     The  enemy,  in 
claimed  great  credit  for  lenity  in  refraining  from  universal 
age,  considering  the  opposition  they  had  experienced  while  on  t 
march,  and  that  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  had 
upon  them  from  the  windows. 

They   next   proceeded   to   Fairfield ;   where,  meeting  fHi^^i'tk 
greater  resistance,  they  thought  the  moment  arrived  for  a 
some  example  of  severity.     Accordingly,  they  not  merely  rai 
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Ukd  destroyed  the  pnblio  stores  and  the  vessels  in  tbe  htrbor,  I 
Uid  tbo  town  itself  in  lualies.     The  exact  retam  of  this  salt 
(man  girea  the  de^traction  of  ninetj-sevcn  tlwelling-boascF,  s 
•e*ta  hams  and  stables,  fortj-eight  store- houi!i.-s,  three  plact 
worship,  a  court-house,  a  jail,  and  two  Bchool-honae.v 

Tlie  sight  of  their  homes  Isii)   desolate,  and  their  dwellio 
wrupped  in  flame i<,  only  served  to  exasperate  the  inhabitants,  ai 
pftiduoe  a  more  determined  opposition  to  tbe  progress  of  tha 
dcstmyen;  whereupon  the  rathleas  ravage  of  the  latter  increased 
I  as  thtiy  odraiiccd. 

I  Norwalk,  where  they  landed  on  the  11th  of  July,  they 
^  burnt  one  hundred  and  thirty  dwelling-honses,  eigLly-sevca 
■wu-tut,  Iwcnty-two  store-honacs,  seventeen  shops,  four  mi 

a    of   worship,  and    five   vessels  which  were   in    the   hat 

Alt  this  was  private  property,  and  the  loss  fell  c 

■»**<vls  engaged  in   the    ordinary   occupations   of  life.      ThesCrfl 

of  devastation  were  accompanied  by  atroeiticH,  inevitabloll 

"ot^i^  the  brutal  passions  of  ibo  soldiery  are  aroused.    They  werwl 

""provoked,  too,  by  any  unusunl  acts  of  hostility,  the  i 

"**"ing  no  time  to  assemble,  excepting  in  small  parties  for  tli«i| 

'  *^*<:Q<>e  of  their  homes  and  firesides.     The  loss  of  the  firitishil 


th 
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in  ted,  accord  in 
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"•^    aceoBOts,  to  twenty  killed,   ninety-six  wounded,  and   thirt;<FJ 


IWo 


missing. 


It  was  intended  to  crown  this  grand  ravage  by  &  descent  otil 
■  "*    London,  ft  noted  rendoEvous  of  privateers;  but  as  grcDt«r,a 
''P^Jsitioti  was  expected  there  than  at  either  of  the  other  yh 
tMjDadron  returned  to  Huntington  liny,  on   Loug  Island,  I 
^i^  reiuforcemcnts  ;    and    Comniodoro    i  olUer  f  tooeedcd   i 


^^ 


464  • 


Throg^d  Neck,  to  confer  with  Sir  Henry  Clbton  aboat  finrtlur 
operatioDd. 

In  this  conference  Sir  Henry  was  assured  that  the  noeni 
expedition  was  producing  the  most  salutary  effects ;  that  the  pria- 
cipal  inhabitants  were  incensed  at  the  apathy  of  WashingtOB  i 
remaining  encamped  near  the  Hudson,  while  their  oomitiy 
ravaged  and  their  homes  laid  in  ashes;  that  they  com] 
equally  of  Congress,  and  talked  of  withdrawing  from  it  their 
giance,  and  making  terms  with  the  British  oommmnders  for 
Bolvcs;  finally,  it  was  urged  that  the  proposed  expedition  agua^st 
New  London  would  carry  these  salutary  effects  still  further, 
confirm  the  inhabitants  in  the  sentiments  they  were  beginning 
express. 

Such  were  the  delusive  representations  oontinually  made  "to 
the  Britiiih  commanders  in  the  course  of  this  war;  or  rather,  siB.<sh 
were  the  delusions  in  which  they  themseWes  indulged,  and  whm<:h 
led  them  to  the  commission  of  acts  calculated  to  rend  still  fnrtlmer 
asunder  the  kindred  countries. 

Washington,  however,  was  not  culpable  of  the  apathy  ascrik^^ 
to  him.  On  hearing  of  tlie  departure  of  the  expedition  to 
eastward,  and  before  he  was  acquainted  with  its  definite  obj 
he  detached  General  Heath,  with  two  brigades  of  OonnectL'^cnik 
militia,  to  counteract  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  Thu  ^^^ 
all  that  he  could  spare  from  the  force  stationed  for  the  protect  ^^ 
of  the  Highlands.  Any  weakening  of  his  posts  there  might  bi^  '^ 
t)ic  enemy  suddenly  upon  him,  such  was  their  facility  in  mov^  ^^ 
from  one  place  to  another  by  means  of  their  shipping.  Ind^^>^ 
he  had  divined  that  a  scheme  of  the  kind  was  mt  the  bottooB-  ^ 
the  hostile  movement  to  the  eastward. 

As  a  kind  of  counter-check  to  Sir  Henry,  be  bad  ftr 
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dajB  been  planning  the  recapture  of  Stony  Point  and  Fort  Lafay- 
ette.   He  had  reconnoitred  them  in  person;    spies  had  been 
thrown  into   them,  and   information   collected   from   deserters. 
[       Stony  Point  having  been  recently  strengthened  by  the  British, 
I        wu  now  the  most  important.     It  was  a  rocky  promontory  advan- 
i        ciog  &r  into  the  Hudson,  which  washed  three  sides  of  it     A 
[        deep  morass,  covered  at  high  water,  separated  it  from  the  main- 
und,  bat  at  low  tide  might  be  traversed  by  a  narrow  causeway 
*^  bridge.     The  promontory  was  crowned  by  strong  works,  fur- 
led with  heavy  ordnance,  commanding  the  morass  and  causes 
^J*    Lower  down  were  two  rows  of  abatis,  and  the  shore  at  the 
root  of  the  hill  could  be  swept  by  vessels  of  war  anchored  iu  tlio 
'^^r.    The  garrison  was  about  six  hundred  strong,  commanded 
"J  Lieotenant-colonel  Johnson. 

1*0  attempt  the  surprisal  of  this  isolated  post,  thus  strongly 

®*'ti6ed,  was  a  perilous  enterprise.     General  Wayne,  Mad  Au- 

^^y  as  he  was  called  from  his  daring   valor,  was  the  officer  to 

^■iOQi  Washington  proposed  it,  and  he  engaged  in  it  with  avid- 

V-*     According  to  Washington's  plan,  it  was  to  bo  attempted 

^y  Hght-infiintry  only,  at  night,  and  with  the  utmost  secrecy, 

^^UriDg  every  person  they  met  to  prevent  discovery.     Between 

^^  and  two  hundred  chosen  men  and  officers  were  to  make  the 

^n^rise;  preceded  by  a  vanguard  of  prudent,  determined  men, 

^*I  commanded,  to   remove  obstructions,   secure   sentries,  and 

''*ve  in  the  guards.     The   whole  were   to  advance  with  fixed 

•^^Dets  and  unloaded  muskets ;  all  was  to  be  done  with  the  bay- 

^*-      These  parties  were  to  be  followed  by  the  main  body,  at  a 

It  is  a  popular  tradition,  that  when  Washington  proposed  to  Wayne  the 
king  of  Stony  Point,  the  reply  was,  ^  General,  Fll  storm  h — ^11  if  t^u  will 
**>"  l>lanit.- 

\or«  ni. — 20* 
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mnall  distance,  to  support  and  reinforce  them,  or  to  bring  tkan 
off  iu  case  of  failure.  All  were  to  wear  white  coekadea  or  ftiA- 
crs,  aud  to  have  a  watchword,  00  as  to  be .  distinguiahed  horn  Ai 
enemy.  '*  The  usual  time  for  exploits  of  this  kind,'*  obMno 
Washington,  "  is  a  little  before  day,  for  which  reason  a  vigihofc 
officer  is  then  more  on  the  watch.  I  therefore  reoammcBd  1 
midnight  hour.*' 

On  getting  possession  of  Stony  Point,  Wayne  was  to  torn  ib 
guii8  upon  Fort  Lafayette  and  the  shipping.  A  detachment  was 
to  inarch  down  from  West  Point  by  Pcekskill,  to  the  Ticinitjof 
Fort  Lafayette,  and  hold  itself  ready  to  join  in  the  attack  190B 
it,  as  soon  as  the  cannonade  began  from  Stony  Point 

On  the  15th  of  July,  about  mid-day,  Wayne  set  out  with  hii 
lijilit-iufantry  from  Sandy  Beach,   fourteen  miles  distant  froiB 
Stony  Point    The  roads  were  rugged,  across  mountains,  monuefl, 
uikI   narrow   defiles,   in   the   skirts   of  the   Bunderberg,  where 
fr(»quently  it  was  necessary  to  proceed  in  single  file.     Ahout  eight 
iu  tlio  evening,  they  arrived  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the  fortSi 
witliout  being  discovered.     Not  a  dog  barked  to  give  the  alarm--" 
all  the  dogs  in  the  neighborhood  had  been  privately  destroyed 
beforehand.     Bringing  the  men  to  a  halt,  Wayne  and  his  priaC* 
pal  officers  went  nearer,  and  carefully  reconnoitred  the  wonci 
and  their  environs,  so  as  to  proceed  understandingly  and  witlKHi^ 
confusion.     Having  made  their  observations  they  retained  to  the 
troops.    Midnight,  it  will  be  recollected,  was  the  time  recomiflettd^ 
ed  by  Washington  for  the  attack.     About  half-past  elereO}  ^ 
whole  moved  forward,  guided  by  a  negro  of  the  neighborhood 
who  had  frequently  carried  in  fruit  to  the  garrison,  and  atf^^ 
the  Americans  as  a  spy.     Ho  led  the  way,  accompanied  bj  ^^ 
btout  men  di;<guised  as  farmers.     The  countersign  was  gi^*"*^ 
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Mnt  seotioel,  pmted  on  high  groond  west  of  the  inorB.BS. 
s  the  negro  talked  with  Uiw,  the  men  seiied  and  gagged 
The  aentiuel  posted  at  the  head  of  the  causeway  was 
d  in  the  wime  manacr;  so  that  hithcrhi  nu  alarm  was  given, 
caosewfty,  however,  was  overflowed,  and  it  was  some  time 
'  twelve  o'clock  before  the  troops  could  cross;  leaving  three 
ndred  men  under  General  Muhlenberg,  on  the  western  side  of 


At  the  foot  of  the  promontory,  th«  troops  were  divided  into 
oolomns,  for  simultaneouB  attacks  on  opposite  sides  of  the 
rk).  One  hundred  and  fifty  Toluiiteers,  led  by  Lieutenant- 
Honel  Floury,  auouuded  by  Major  Posey,  formed  the  vanguurd 
Um  right  columiL  One  hundred  volunteers  under  Major 
>trt,  the  vanguard  of  the  left.     Iq  advance  of  each  was  a.  for- 

hope  of  twenty  men,  ooe  led  by  Lieutenant  Gibbon,  the 
<t  by  Lieutenant  Knox  ;  it  was  their  desperate  duty  U)  remove 
tl«tis.  So  well  hud  the  whole  affair  been  conducted,  that 
Aucricana  were  close  upon  the  onlworks  before  they  were 
•Taped.     There  was  then  severe  Ekirmisliing  at  the  pickets. 

Americans  used  the  bayonet;  the  others  discharged  their 
UU.  The  reports  roused  the  garrison.  Stony  Point  waa 
Uitly  in  an  uproar.     The  drums  beat  to  »rma;  every  one  hur-' 

Ui  his  alarm  post ;  the  works  were  hastily  msnned,  and  a 
fire  of  grape  shot  and  musketry  opened  upon  tbo 


the  two  oolumns  forced  their  way  with  the  bayonet,  at  oppo- 

^inls,  lurmouuting  every  obstacle.     Colonel  Fleury  was  the 

to  enter  the  fort  and  strike  the  British  Sag.     Major  Posey 

to  the  ramparts  and  shouted,  "  The  fort  is  our  own." 

who  led  the  right  column,  received  at  the  inner  abatis  a 
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V.  lift  ^r^'uiiL  in::  i^*  tv.  auaea-afe^cia^  nffwted  kirn.  TUak- 
ntz  r,  'Wits  ^  i«ytr..i  ▼  '.•miL  *  C:&r77  me-  nft»  ibe  httT  nid  lie, 

*  lzjI  j'.r  Hit  zjt  in  -Lift  if{^  ^^  TLj  cc-lsBn.*  He  w  bone  in 
utrjr-r-r,  i-*  i^itr-.  lif  vr.iL  re-.r.  T**tii  Li*  «if-pai»ariofi.  TLe 
:v-.  *^-  t:-r_"^t  uT^Tfi  Sfsxrlr  as  u«e  saae  iiBe.  and  met  in  the 
tKzrzT':  '.i  zzrt  ▼  :?xi.     T^  zvriii:''  f^rrsofiffcd  at  ducretioiL 

Ai  itj^r**!"  u  Wvir'-gg,-."  directed,  th*  guns  of  ^fort 
v»r»  Tr^r>ri  ''.c  Fir:  Liiftjet^  a=fd  tike  shipping.  The  latter  cat 
%i^.^  'a^'^A  viA  cr:.^ytd  dovn  the  rirer.  Through  a  series  of 
lisifirTs.  :Le  dcia«L2«ect  from  We»t  Point,  which  was  to  Lire 
txj^.yzTt'irA.  did  * '^  arrire  in  time,  and  eame  nnprorided  witli 
KLM*.--;  i2in:ir.:::on  for  their  battering  artillery.  This  part  of 
ti»e  *:->;rpr:5*.  therefore,  fiilei :  Fort  Lafavette  held  out 

TLe  AtoruilL?  of  .StoLT  Point  stands  oat  in  high  relief,  as  one 
of  t:.e  most  brilliAT.t  achierements  of  the  war.     The  Amerieam 
had  e?«:ct«:d  it  without  firing  a  musket.     On  their  part,  it  vsa 
the  ••iU-nt.  deaijlv  work  of  the  bavonct:  the  fierce  resistance  they 
mc-t  at  the  outlet  riiaj  be  judged  by  the  haroc  made  in  their  fb^ 
lorn  hope :  out  of  twenty -two  men,  serenteen  were  either  killftl 
or  wounded.     The  whole  loss  of  the  Americans  was  fifteen  killed 
and  eighty- three  wounded.     Of  the  garrison,  sixty-three  were 
slain,  including  two  officers ;  five  hundred  and  fifty-three  were 
taken  prisoners,  among  whom  were  a  lieutenant-colonel,  four  cap- 
tains, and  twenty-three  subaltern  officers. 

Wayne,  in  his  despatches,  writes :     "  The  humanity  of  ots 
bravo  soldiery,  who  scorned  to  take  the  lives  of  a  vanqoished  foe 
when  calling  for  mercy,  reflects  the  highest  honor  on  them,  *oa 
accounts  for  the  few  of  the  enemy  killed  on  the  oocaooD.'*     ^^ 
words  reflect  honor  on  himself 
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A  British  historian  confirms  his  eulogy.  "  The  conduct  of 
tile  Amerieans  upon  this  occasion  was  highly  meritorious,"  writes 
he ;  '^  for  they  wonld  have  been  fully  justified  in  putting  the  gar- 
riaon  to  the  sword ;  not  one  man  of  which  was  put  to  death  but 
in  fair  combat."  * 

"We  are  happy  to  record  an  instance  of  generous  feeling  on  the 
part  of  General  Charles  Lee,  in  connection  with  Stony  Point. 
A\lien  he  heard  of  Wayne^s  achievement,  he  wrote  to  him  as  fol- 
lows :     "  What  I  am  going  to  say,  you  will  not,  I  hope,  consider 
st2s  paying  my  court  in  this  hour  of  your  glory ;  for,  as  it  is  at 
least  my  present  intention  to  leave  this  continent,  I  can  have  no 
iotereat  in  paying  my  court  to  any  individual.     What  I  shall  say, 
therefore,  is  dictated  by  the  genuine  feelings  of  my  heart.     I  do 
most  sincerely  declare,  that  your  assault  of  Stony  Point  is  not 
only  the  most  brilliant,  in  my  opinion,  throughout  the  whole 
coarse  of  the  war  on  either  side,  but  that  it  is  the  most  brilliant 
I  un  acquainted  with  in  history ;   the  assault  of  Schweidnitz  by 
Marshal  Laudon,  I  think  inferior  to  it     I  wish  you,  therefore, 
noBt  sincerely,  joy  of  the  laurels  you  have  deservedly  acquired, 
iod  that  you  may  long  live  to  wear  them." 

This  is  the  more  magnanimous  on  the  part  of  Lee,  as  Wayne 

^^  heen  the  chief  witness  against  him  in  the  court-martial  after 

^  liiir  of  Monmouth,  greatly  to  his  annoyance.     While  Stony 

'^oint,  therefore,  stands  a  lasting  monument  of  the  daring  courage 

^  ^  Mad  Anthony,"  let  it  call  up  the  remembrance  of  this  freak 

^  generontj  on  the  part  of  the  eccentric  Lee. 

Tidings  of  the  capture  of  Stony  Point,  and  the  imminent 
^*»iger  of  Fort  Lafoyette,  reached  Sir  Henry  Clinton  just  after 
^  conference  with  Sir  George  Collier  at  Throg's  Neck.     The 

•  Stedmao,  vol.  L  p.  146. 
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expedition  against  New  London  was  instantly  given  up;  tb^ 
trannporu  and  troops  were  recalled ;  a  forced  march  was  made   t»o 
Dobbs'  Ferry  on  the  Hudson ;  a  detachment  was  sent  up 
river  in  transports  to  relieve  Fort  Lafayette,  and  Sir  Henry  f^ 
lowed  with  a  greater  force,  hoping  Washington  might  quit 
figustncsiics,  and  risk  a  battle  for  the  possession  of  Stony  Point 

Again  the  Fabian  policy  of  the  American  oommander-in 
disappointed  the  British  general.     Having  well  exam 
post  in  company  with  an  engineer  and  several  general  officers^ 
found  that  at  least  fifteen  hundred  men  woald  be  required  "tt 

maintain  it,  a  number  not  to  be  spared  from  the  army  at  pres^Krat 

The  works,  too,  were  only  calculated  for  defence  on  the  La».w3d 
side,  and  were  open  towards  the  river,  where  the  enemy  depemd^ 
upon  protection  from  their  ships.     It  would  be  necessary  to  c?owi- 
struct  them  anew,  with  great  labor.     The  army,  also,  woald  k^^'ve 
to  bo  in  the  vicinity,  too  distant  from  West  Point  to  aid  in  cos^d- 
pleting  or  defending  its  fortifications,  and  exposed  to  the  risk^   ^ 
a  general  action  on  unfavorable  terms. 

For  these  considerations,  in  which  all  his  officers  concurc^^' 
Washington  evacuated  the  post  on  the  18th,  removing  the  cux'mm^^ 
and  stores,  and  destroying  the  works;  after  which  he  drew  ^^ 
forces  together  in  the  Highlands,  and  established  his  quarter^  ^ 
West  Point,  not  knowing  but  that  Sir  Henry  might  attenap^  * 
retaliatory  stroke  on  that  most  important  fortress.  The  te'^^^ 
retook  possession  of  Stony  Point,  and  fortified  and  garrisonf^^  " 
more  strongly  than,  ever,  but  was  too  wary  to  risk  an  att^^^^P^ 
upon  the  strongholds  of  the  Highlands.  Finding  WashimfT^^'" 
was  not  to  be  tempted  out  of  them,  he  ordered  the  transpor^^  ^ 
fall  once  more  down  the  river,  and  returned  to  hisfonaer 
ment  at  Philipsburg. 
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U>;  ImsUe,  enrolUog  milltift  uid  ndtmtoas. 
fert;  dftjra  wu  laid  on  the  duppuig,  to  fadlitofai  tb«  «)uq|BM 
of  Uie  nanl  arnumeDt ;  k  Mitudron  of  umed  dupa  uci  t^SI 
tines  iind«r  Commodore  S&ltonstall,  *t  length  pot  to  «a,ti 
TOjing  transports,  on  board  of  vhioli  were  near  fanr  thma 
land  tiDopi  under  GeDeral  LoreL 

Arriring  in  the  Penobecot  on  the  2StIi  of  Ma;,  Caxj  Elm 
Colonel  Maclean  posted  on  a  peninsula,  steep  and  preapiM 
toward  the  bay,  and  deeply  trenched  on  the  Uud  ^dc,  nth  ih 
ships  of  war  anchored  before  it. 

Loral  waa  repulsed,  with  some  Uttta  toas,  in  u  iMMfjfi 
effect  a  landing  on  the  peninsula;  bat  finally  moccodnl  It 
duybrcak  on  tbo  2Sth.     The  moment  waa  propitious  tor  >  Ik" 
and  vigorous  blow.     Tho  fort  waa  but  half  finished;  tli«  gtt 
were  not  nioontcd ;  the  three  snued  ressels  conld  not  li»«  rf 
a  formidable    rc.iistanca ;    but,  unfortunately,  the   axtg  *  * 
Wayne  was  wanting  to  the  enterprise.    Lovcl  proceeded  I7  "P" 
larwege.     He  tbrcw  up  worka  at  seven  hundred  and  Eft}  T"* 
dititancc,  and  opened  a  cannonade,  wbick  was  continued  £rai^ 
to  day,  for  a  fortnight     The  enemy  availed  thetnselvei  rf  *• 
delay  to  strengthen  their  works,  in  which  they  were  11* 
men  from  th«  ahipa.     Distrustful  of  tbe  efficiency  of  tbe  ■ 
and  of  their  continuance  in  camp,  Lovel  sent  to  Boston  ■■ 
reiofbroemeat    of   Continental    troops.     He  only  awaited  ■■  1 
arrival  to  carry  the  place  by  Btorm.     A  golden  oppoitnnitf  *  j 
lost  by  this  eicesa  of  caution.     It  gave  time  for  AdminI  C*  | 
lier  at  Hew  York  to  hear  of  this  enterprise,  and  take  meW*  | 
for  its  defeat. 

On  the  13th  of  August,  Lovel  waa  astoanded  \tj  inldfi^ 
that  the  admiral  was  arrived  before  the  b»/  with  %  aqpnor  uM- 
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BmL  Thus  feirly  entrappei!,  ho  endeavored  to  extricate  liia 
•  with  u  little  ioaa  as  possible.  Before  news  of  Colliar'd 
nrntl  could  reacb  the  fort,  ho  re- embarked  his  tronps  in  tlio 
tnufiarts  to  moke  their  eiuiape  up  the  river.  Hia  armed  vessels 
'■m  dnwo  up  in  a  crescent  iia  if  to  give  battle,  but  it  was  mcru- 
*J  to  liold  thu  enemy  in  check.  They  souu  guvc  way ;  Boiue 
WBTt  wpttired,  otliera  were  set  on  fire  or  blown  np,  aud  aban- 
«!  by  tlieir  erewa.  The  transports  being  eagerly  pursued  and 
l"  gnu  danger  of  being  takeu,  disgorged  the  troops  and  seatncn 
"^  llw  vild  shores  of  the  river :  whence  they  had  to  make  the 
w  uf  theii  way  to  Boston,  strugglieg  for  upwards  of  a  hun- 
Q  miles  through  a  pathless  wilderness,  before  they  reauhed 
W  Mttled  parts  of  the  country ;  and  several  of  them  perishing 
''^li  hunger  and  eibaustiou. 

U  Wasiiiugton  was  ehogrined  by  the  signal  failure  of  this 
'ipeditiau,  undertaken  without  bis  advice,  he  was  cheered  by  the 
'Htcr  fortune  of  one  set  on  foot  about  the  same  time,  under  bis 
*"  ojre,  by  his  young  friend.  Major  Ucnry  Lee  of  the  Virginia 
**{p»iis.  This  active  and  daring  officer  had  frequently  been 
*plojad  by  him  iu  iconriug  the  country  on  the  west  side  of  the 
'•dwn  to  collect  informatioD ;  keep  an  eye  upon  the  enemy's 
""In;  cut  off  their  supplies,  and  check  their  foraging  parties. 
^  eoup  d«  main  at  Stony  Point  bad  piqued  his  emulation.  In 
'  «ommuDicatioDS  to  hcad^i^uarters  he  iutimated  that  an  oppor- 
l^ly  presented  for  on  exploit  of  ultaost  equal  daring.  In  the 
hne  of  his  reconnoitring,  and  by  means  of  spies,  he  had  disoov- 
^  that  the  Britieh  post  at  Paulus  Hook,  immediately  opposite 
ifew  York,  was  very  negligently  guarded.  Paolua  Hook  is  a 
ttg  low  point  of  the  Jersey  shore,  stretching  into  the  Hudson, 
I  connected  to  the  matu  land  by  a  sandy  h^tlimuij.      A  fort 
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had  been  erected  on  it,  and  garrisoned  with  four  or  &▼«  hudni 
men,  under  the  command  of  Major  Sutherland.  It  waa  a  BtnDg 
position.  A  creek  fordable  only  in  two  places  rendered  the  hoik. 
difficult  of  acce(».  Within  this,  a  deep  trench  had  been  ca^ 
across  the  isthmus,  traversed  by  a  drawbridge  with  a  bimd 
gate ;  and  still  within  this  was  a  double  row  of  abatis,  extendio^ 
into  the  water.  The  whole  position,  with  the  country  immediiie- 
ly  adjacent,  was  separated  from  the  rest  of  Jersey  by  tbe  Hack- 
ensack  River,  running  parallel  to  the  Hudson,  at  the  distance  of  a 
very  few  miles,  and  only  traversable  in  boats,  exceptiug  at  the 
New  Bridge,  about  fourteen  miles  from  Paulns  Hook. 

Confident  in  the  strength  of  his  position,  and  its  distance  from 
any  American  force,  Major  Sutherland  had  become  remiss  in  his 
military  precautions;  the  want  of  vigilance  in  a  commander  soon 
produces  carelessness  in  subalterns,  and  a  general  negligence  pre- 
vailed in  the  garritton. 

All  this  had  been  ascertained  by  Major  Lee ;  and  he  now 
proposed  the  daring  project  of  surprising  the  fort  at  night,  and 
thus  striking  an    insulting  blow  ^*  within  cannon  shot  of  ^^^ 
York."     Washington  was    pleased  with    the  project;  he  h»d  * 
relish  for  signal  enterprises  of  the  kind ;  he  was  aware  of  tbetf 
striking  and  salutary  effect  upon  both  friend  and  foe;  and  he^^ 
disposed  to  favor  the  adventurous  schemes  of  this  young  o&^' 
The  chief  danger  in  the  present  one,  would  be  in  the  evacu*^^^ 
and  retreat  after  the  blow  had  been  effected,  owing  to  the  p^^' 
imity  of  the  enemy's  force  at  New  York.     In  consenting  tO  **^ 
enterprise,  therefore,  he  stipulated  that  Lee  should  not  iU>^ 
take  it  unless  sure,  from  previous  observation,  that  the  post  cO^^ 
bo  carried  by  instant  surprise ;  when  carried,  no  time  was  t^ 
lost  in  attempting  to  bring  off  cannon  or  any  other  articles ; 
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Mlwing  stragglers  of  the  garrieon  who  might  skulk  anil  hide 
vnuolTes.     He  waa"to  surpriBe  the  post;    bring  off  the  gftr- 
«  immediately,  and  cfioct  a  retreat." 

Q  the  18th  of  August,  Leo  set  «ut  on  the  expedition,  &t  the 

i  of  three  hundred  men  of   Lord  Stirling's  diviBioo,  aod  a 

p  of  dismounted    dragoone  under    Captain    McLane.     The 

I  be  made  that  uight.      Lest  llie  enemy  should  hear 

T  movement,  it  was  ^veo  out  that  they  were  on  a  mere 

g  excursion.     The  road  they  took  lay  aloug  that  belt  of 

d  wooded  heights  which  borders  the  Hudson,  and  forma 

*  rnggpd  neck  between  it  and  the  Hackcnsack.     Lord  Stirling 

liilleved  vith  five  hundred  men,    itnd    eneamped    at    the    New 

"fidgo  on  that  riTer,  In  be  at  hand  to  render  aid  if  required.    As 

''  »wild  be  perilous  to  return  along  the  rugged  neck  just  men- 

I     '""'wli  from  the  number  of  the  encuiy  encamped  along  the  Hud- 

^^^.  toe,  after  striking  tbu  blow,  was  to  push  for  Dow'b  Ferry  on 

^B*  Iltclfawuuk,  not  far  from  Paulua  Hook,  where  boats  would 

^^P  Wiiljug  to  rObeive  him. 

^V    It  Has  between  two  and  three  in  the  morning  when  Lee  ar- 
^P^  It  the  ereek  which  rendered  Paulua  Hook  difficult  of  ae- 
^^*    It  happened,  fortunately,  that  Major  Sutherland,  the  Brit- 
^  Qommander,  had,  the  day  before,  detached  a  foraging  party 
>t  a  Major  Buskirk.  (a  a  part  of  the  country  called  the  Eug- 
'  Naigbborbood.     As  Leo  and  his  men  approached,  they  were 
pUken  by  the  sentinel  for  this  party  on  its  return.     The  dark- 
»  of  the  night  favored  the  mistake.     They  passed  the  creek 
I  ditch,  entered  the  works  unmolested,  and  had  made  them- 
's of  the  post  before  the  negligent  garrison  were  well 
I  from  sleep.     Major  Sutherland  and  about  sixty  Hessians 
«lvea  into  a  small  block-house  on  the  left  of  the  fort 
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and  opened  an  irregular  fire.  To  attempt  to  dialodge  then 
would  have  coat  too  much  time.  Alarm  gone  from  the  shqia 
in  the  river  and  the  forts  at  New  York  threatened  epeedj  ran- 
fi>rccmeDts  to  the  enemy.  Having  made  one  hundred  and  fiftj- 
itine  prisoners,  among  whom  were  three  officers,  Lee  commenced 
his  retreat,  without  tarrying  to  destroy  either  barracks  or  artil- 
lery. He  had  achieved  his  object:  a  coup  <U  main  of  signil 
audacity.  Few  of  the  enemy  were  slain,  for  there  was  but  little 
fighting,  and  no  massacre.  His  own  loss  was  two  men  kiUed  and 
three  wounded. 

His  retreat  was  attended  by  perils  and  perplexities^  Throngh 
blunder  or  misapprehension,  the  boats  which  he  was  to  have 
found  at  Dow's  Forry  on  the  Hackensack,  disappointed  him ; 
he  had  to  make  his  way  with  his  weary  troops  up  the  neck 
land  between  that  river  and  the  Hudson,  in  imminent  danger  oi 
being  cut  uj)  by  Buskirk  and  his  scouting  detachment  Fort;^ 
nately  Lord  Stirling  heard  of  his  peril,  and  sent  out  a  fo^ 
to  cover  his  retreat,  which  was  cffeete<i  in  safety.  Washing't-^''^ 
felt  the  vuhic  of  this  hardy  and  brilliant  exploit  "  The  ii 
of  confidence,''  said  he,  "  which  the  army  will  derive  from 
affair  and  that  of  Stony  Point,  though  great,  will  be  among  "t-^® 
least  of  the  advantages  resulting  from  these  events."  In  a  le*-  *^ 
to  the  President  of  Congress,  he  extolled  the  prudence,  add*"^^^ 
enterprise,  and  bravery  displayed  on  the  occasion  by  Major  Il-#*^^» 
in  consequence  of  which  the  latter  received  the  signal  rewarc3-  ^ 
a  gold  medal. 

Washington  was  now  at  West  Point,  diligently  provL*^*'^ 
for  the  defence  of  the  Highlands  against  any  &rther  attemp'^'*^  ^ 
the  enemy.  During  the  time  that  he  made  this  his  head-q*"^^ 
tcrs,  the  most   important  works,  we  are   told,  were  oompl^'^^ 
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cspecudly  tihe  fort  at  West  Point,  which  formed  the  citadel  of 
those  moantaina. 

Of  his  singalarlj  isolated  situation    with  respect   to  public 

^fiUrs,  we  have  evidence  in  the  following  passage  of  a  letter  to 

£dni!md   Randolph,  who  had   recently  taken   his  seat  in  Gon- 

gv^sB.     "  I  shall  be   happy  in  such   communications   as   your 

leisare  and  other  considerations  will  permit  you  to  transmit  to 

IDC,  for  I  am  aa  totally  unacquainted  with  the  political  state  of 

things,  and  what  is  going  forward  in  the  great  national  council, 

V  if  I  was  an  alien ;  when  a  competent  knowledge  of  the  temper 

vid  designs  of  our  allies,  from  time  to  time,  and  the  frequent 

changes  and   complexion  of   affairs  in    Europe   might,  as  they 

<^ht  to  do,  have  a  considerable  influence  on  the  operations  of 

^r  army,  and  would  in  many  cases  determine  the  propriety  of 

'I'esksares,  which  under  a  cloud  of  darkness  can  only  be  groped 

^*     I  say  this  upon  a  presumption  that  Congress,  either  through 

^^ir  own  ministers  or  that  of  France,  must  be  acquainted  in  some 

^S^Tee  with  the  plans  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  designs  of  France 

^'^d.  Spain.     If  I  mistake  in  this  conjecture,  it  is  to  be  lamented 

^^t  they  have  not  better  information;  or,  if  political  motives 

j^^der  disclosures  of  thb  kind  improper,  I  am  content  to  remain 

*^  i|;norance.*' 

Of  the  style  of  living  at  head-quarters,  we  have  a  picture  in 
'^^  following  letter  to  Doctor  John  Cochran,  the  surgeon-general 
^4  physician  of  the  army.  It  is  almost  the  only  instance  of 
t^ttire  writing  in  all  Washington's  correspondence. 

'^Dbak  Doctor: — ^I  have  asked  Mrs.  Cochran  and  Mrs. 
'"^^viiigston  to  dine  with  me  to-morrow ;  but  am  I  not  in  honor 
^^^tmd  to  apprise  them  of  their  fare?    As  I  hate  deception,  even 
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where  the  imagination  only  is  eonoenied,  I  will.     It  is  neadl 
to  premise  that  my  table  is  large  enoogh  to  hold  the  ladies^    O'f 
thiH  they  had  ocular  proof  yesterday.     To  say  how  it  is  lunall 
covered  is  more  essential ;  and  this  shall  be  the  purport  of  na. 
letter. 

'*  Since  our  arrival  at  this  happy  spot,  we  have  had  a 
sometimes  a  shoulder  of  bacon,  to  grace  the  head  of  the  taUe : 
piece  of  roast  beef  adorns  the  foot;    and  a  dish  of  beans 
greens,  almost  imperceptible,  deeorates  the  centre.    When  t 
cook  has  a  mind  to  cut  a  figure,  which  I  presume  will  be  I 
case  to-morrow,  we  have  two  bee&teak  pics,  or  dishes  of 
in  addition,  one  on  each  side  of  the   centre  dish,  dividing 
space  and  reducing  the  distance  between  dish  and  dish  to 
six  feet,  which,  without  them,  would  be  about  twelve  feet  a] 
Of  late  he   has  had    the  surprising  sagacity  to   discover 
apples  will  make  pies,  and  it  is  a  question,  if,  in  the  violence 
his  efforts,  we  do  not  get  one  of  apples  instead  of  having  botlm 
beefsteaks.     If  the  ladies  can  put  up  with  such  entertainm^ 
and  will  submit  to  partake  of  it  on  plates  once  tin  but  now  S. 
(not  become  so  by  the  labor  of  scouring),  I  shall  be  happy  to 
them." 


We  may  add,  that,  however  poor  the  &Te  and  poor  the 
equipage  at  head-quarters,  every  thing  was  conducted  with 
etiquette  and  decorum,  and  we  make  no  doubt  the  ladies  in 
tion  were  handed   in  with  as  much  courtesy  to  the  bacon 
greens  and  tin  dishes,  as  though  they  were  to  be  regaled  with 
daintiest  viands,  served  up  on  enamelled  plate  and  porcelain. 

The  arrival  of  Admiral  Arbuthnot,  with  a  fleet,  brin^^^^^ 
three  thousand   troops  and  a   supply  of  provisions   and  slo^' 


irn] 


ntENCH    UlKtSTER    AT    HK AD-QUARTERS. 


479 


igUuoed  the  hands  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton.     Still  he  had  not 

'i<:ut  foriie  to  vorrant  aay  further  attempt  up  the  Hudson ; 

Wubiogtoo,  bjr  hia  diligence    In  fortifying  West  Point,  Laving 

■wdvtvd  that  faatnesB  of  the  Highlanils  apparently  iuipregnuble. 

Hif  Hniiry  turned    his  tboughtB,  therofore,  towards  tlio  South, 

•"Oping,  by  a  succca«fal  eipedition  in  that  direction,  to  countof- 

"^iice  ill    success    in  other  i|uartera.      As  this  would  require 

''■rgv  ilctucbmciils,  be  threw  np  additional  works  on  New  York 

'•land  and  at  Brooklyn,  to  render  bis  position  secure  with  the 

■'iQiiuuJicd  force  that  would  remain  with  bim. 

m  -At  tbls  juncture  newa  was  received  of  the  arrival  of  the 

W  VvQui  D'Estaing,  with  a  formidable  Sect  on  the  coast  of  Georgia, 

H~kvi[igniade  a  successful  cruise  in  tho  West  Indies,  in  tbe  course 

B*  which  be  had  taken  St.  Vincent's  and  Granada.     A  combined 

B^tack  upon  New  Vorb  was  again  talked  of.     In  aDtioipatton  of 

B'^  A^'fttbington  called  upon  several  of  the  Middle  States  for  sup- 

B**e(  of  all  kinds,  and  roiu force luents   of  militia.     Sir    Henry 

B'^ititun,  olso,  changed    bis  pkiis;    caused    Rhode   Island  to  be 

VViu-jUi^d  ;  the  troops  and  stores  to  be  brought  away ;  tbe  gorri- 

W^'^*  brought  oif  from  Stniiy  and  Verplannk's  Points,  and  all  his 

P*»^fls  to  he  concentrated  at  New  York,  wliich  he  endeavored  to 

^^t  in  the  strongest  posture  of  defence. 

g  latclligcuce  recently  received,  loo,  that  Spain  had  joined 
V*«iiou  in  hostilities  against  Engliuid,  contributed  to  tnerease  tba 
B>licilDde  and  perplexities  of  tho  enemy,  while  it  gave  fresh  ooo- 
^piWaDt  ta  tbe  Americans. 

^^HBa  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  minister  from  France,  with 
^^^^Bhrfai^  Karbois,  his  secretary  of  legation,  having  recently 
^^^^^b(  Boston,  paid  Washington  a  visit  at  bis  mountain  for- 
^^^^^fijnging   letters   of  introduction    from    Lafayette.      Tbe 
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cher&lier  not  haring  yet  annooDced  himself  to  Ccagnrnf  did  Mt 
ehoo«e  to  be  receired  in  his  pablio  chancter.  **!£  he  hid,*- 
writes  WashingtoD,  **  except  paying  him  military  honnB^  itiu 
not  my  intention  to  depart  from  that  plain  and  simple  manner  of 
living,  which  accords  with  the  real  interest  and  policy  of  meo 
straggling  under  erery  difficulty  for  the  attainment  of  the  noit 
inestimable  blessing  of  life,  liberty.^ 

In  oonformity  with  this  intention,  he  welcomed  the  eheralier 
to  the  moantains  with  the  thunder  of  artillery,  and  reodred 
him  at  his  fortress  with  military  ceremonial ;  bat  very  probaUj 
surprised  him  with  the  stern  simplicity  of  his  table,  whik  be 
charmed  him  with  the  dignity  and  grace  with  which  he  presided 
at  it.  The  ambassador  evidently  acquitted  himself  inth  true 
French  suavity  and  diplomatic  tact.  "  He  was  polite  enoogb,^ 
writes  Washington,  **  to  approve  my  principle,  and  condescended 
to  appear  pleased  with  our  Spartan  living.  In  a  word,  he  made 
us  all  exceedingly  happy  by  his  affability  and  good  humor  wliilo 
he  remained  in  camp." 

The  letters  from  Lafayette  spoke  of  his  favorable  recepti^J* 
at  court,  and  his  appointment  to  an  honorable  situation  in  the 
French   army.     "  I   bad  no  doubt,'*  writes  Washington,  "  tl*** 
this  would  be  the  case.     To  hear  it  from  yourself  adds  pleasn^ 
to  the  account.     And  here,  my  dear  friend,  let  me  etrngratul^^ 
you.     None  can  do  it  with  more  warmth  of  affection,  or  tiv^^ 
joy  than  myself.     Your  forward  zeal  in  the  cause   of  liberty* 
your  singular  attachment  to  this  infant  world ;   your  ardent  a^^ 
persevering  efforts,  not  only  in  America,  but  since  your  return  ^ 
France,  to  serve  the  United  States;   your  polite  attention    ** 
Americans,  and  your  strict  and  uniform  friendship  for  m^h*'^^ 
ripened  the  first  impressions  of  esteem  and  attachment  wkida 
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D,  into  saoh  perfect  lore  and  gratitnde,  as  neithur 
ce  can  inipatr.  Tliia  will  warrant  mj  aasuring 
er  in  the  character  of  an  officer  at  the  head  of  a 

Frenchmen,  if  circumstancca  should  require  thi», 
ijor-gcneral  commanding  a  diriaion  of  the  Ain<;ri- 
faelher,  after  oar  swords  and  spears  hare  given 
loughsbare  and  the  pruning-Iiook,  I  see  you  aa  a. 
iRH,  a  friend  and  c-ompanioo,  I  shall  welcome  yon 
rmth  of  frieadahip  to  Columbia's  shores ;  and,  in 

to  my  rural  cottage,  where  homely  fare  and  a 
o,  shall  be  substitated  for  delicacies  and  costly 
•am  past  experience,  I  know  you,  can  submit  to ; 
y  partner  of  your  happiness  will  conseut  to  par- 
s  in  such  rural  oatertai anient  and  amusements,  I 
on  behalf  of  Mrs.  Washington,  that  she  will  do 

her  power  to  make  Virginia  agreeable  to  the 
dy  inclination  and  endeavors  to  do  this  cannot  be 
[  Qiisure  you,  that  I  We  every  body  that  is  deur 
scqacntly  participate  in  the  pleasure  yon  feci  iu 

again  becoming  a  parent,  and  do  most  sincerely 
11  and  your  lady  on  this  fresh  pledge  she  is  about 
ler  love." 

'»  antitnpationa  of  a  combined  operation  with 
nst  New  York  were  again  disappointed.  The 
,  on  arriving  on  the  coast  of  Georgia,  had  been 
o-operate  with  the  Southern  army,  under  General 
Lttenipt  to  recover  Savannah,  nhich  had  fallen  into 
e  British  during  the  procedicg  year.     For  three 

waa  carried  on  with  great  vigor,  by  regular 
,and,  and  cannonade  and  bombardment  from  the 
—21 
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Bh'pping.  On  the  9tli  of  October,  althoo^  the  approediei  mn 
net  complete,  and  no  soScient  breeeh  had  been  efeeted,  Liaeoh 
abd  D'EdtaiDg,  at  the  head  of  thear  ehoieert  troopSi  adnaoed 
before  daybreak  to  storm  ike  works  The  assaalt  was  gtOiiit 
but  unsacoessfnl ;  both  AmericaDs  and  French  had  pbuited  their 
standards  on  the  redoobtSi  bat  were  finally  repolsed.  Aha  the 
repalse,  both  armies  retired  from  before  the  place,  the  French  hir- 
iug  lost  in  killed  and  wounded  upwards  of  six  hundred  men,  thi 
A  mcricans  about  four  hundred.  D*Est^ng  himself  was  among  the 
wounded,  and  the  gallant  Count  Pulaski  among  the  slain.  The 
loaa  of  the  enemy  was  trifling,  being  protected  by  theb  worioB. 

The  Americans  recrossed  the  Savannah  Biver  into  Sooth 
Carr»Iiua;  the  militia  returned  to  their  homes,  and  the  French  re- 
embarked. 

Tlie  tidings  of  this  rcrerse,  which  reached  Washington  lite 
i:i  Noi'omber,  put  an  end  to  all  prospect  of  co-operation  from  the 
French  fleet ;  a  consequent  change  took  place  in  all  his  pbu^ 
The  militia  of  New  York  and  Massachusetts,  recently  assembledf 
were  disbanded,  and  arrangements  were  made  for  the  winter. 
The  army  was  thrown  into  two  divisions ;  one  was  to  be  stationed 
uudcr  General  Heath  in  the  Highlands,  for  the  protection  of 
West  Point  and  the  neighboring  posts ;  the  other  and  priucipftl 
division  was  to  be  hutted  near  Morristown,  where  Washingtoi^ 
was  to  have  his  head-quarters.  The  cavalry  were  to  be  sent  to 
Connecticut. 

Understanding  that  Sir  Henry  Clinton  was  making  prep^^^ 
tious  at  New  York  for  a  large  embarkation  of  troops,  and  fearti^S 
they  might  be  destined  against  Georgia  and  Carolina,  he  resold ^^ 
to  detach  the  greater  part  of  his  Southern  troops  for  the  prot 
tion  of  those  States  i  a  provident  resolution,  in  which  he  wadO(F 
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ined  bj  sabeeqaent  iiiBtmotioiiB  from  CoDgress.  Acoordingly, 
tte  North  Carolina  brigade  took  up  its  march  for  Charleston  in 
Horoiber,  and  the  whole  of  the  Virginia  line  in  December. 

Notwithstanding  the  recent  preparations  at  New  York,  the 
Aqa  remained  in  port,  and  the  enemy  held  themselves  in 
Miketed  force  there.  Doubts  began  to  be  entertained  of  some 
fcrtiTo  design  nearer  at  hand,  and  measures  were  taken  to  protect 
^  annj  against  an  attack  when  in  winter-quarters.  Sir  Henrj, 
knrerer,  was  regulating  his  movements  by  those  the  French  fleet 
>uglit  make  after  the  repulse  at  Savannah.  Intelligence  at 
k&gth  arrived  that  it  had  been  dispersed  by  a  violent  storm. 
Co«Dt  D^Estaing,  with  a  part,  had  shaped  his  course  for  France  \ 
^  rest  had  proceeded  to  the  West  Indies. 

Sir  Henry  now  lost  no  time  in  carrying  his  plans  into  opera- 
^00.  Leaving  the  garrison  of  New  York  under  the  command 
of  Lieutenant-general  Knyphauscn,  he  embarked  several  thou- 
>nid  men,  on  board  of  transports,  to  be  convoyed  by  five  ships- 
of-the>line  and  several  frigates  under  Admiral  Arbuthnot,  and 
Mt  Biil  on  the  26th  of  December,  accompanied  by  Lord  Com- 
^^iliis,  on  an  expedition  intended  for  the  capture  of  Charleston 
ttd  the  reduction  of  South  Carolina.  . 
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or  THE  ABXT    AT    MORRI8TOWN — BIOOROUS    WINTKR — DERAROB* 
t]fr  THE    CVRRKRCT — COHFUBIOM    IN    TUB    CXMOflBSARIAT — IMPRE8S- 
MKXT  OP  SUPrUES — PATRIOTIC  CONDUCT  OF  THE  PEOPI^  OF  NEW  JERSEY 

THE  BAT  OF  NEW   YORK    FROZEN    OVER—  1X>KD  BTIRLINO's    EXPEDITION 

AOAINST  STATEN   IBLANI>— KNTPRAUSEn's    INCJVRSION    INTO  THE  JERSEYS — 

Caldwell's  ciiurch  at  elizabetiitown  BnuNT— charactter  of  its  pas- 

TOB — FOBAY  into  WBSTCHEflTBR  COUNTY — BUBNINO  OF  YOUNO*S  HOUSE  Of 
THE   VALLEY  OF  TIIE  NEPEBAN. 


The  dreary  encampment  at  Valley  Forge  has  become  proverbial 
for  its  hardships ;  yet  they  were  scarcely  more  severe  than  those 
Buffered  by  Washington's  army  during  the  present  winter,  while 
hutted  among  the  heights  of  Morristown.  The  winter  set  in 
early,  and  was  micommonly  rigorous.  The  transportation  of 
■applies  was  obstructed ;  the  magazines  were  exhausted,  and  the 
commissaries  had  neither  money  nor  credit  to  enable  them  to 
replenish  them.  For  weeks  at  a  time  the  army  was  on  half 
allowaiice;  sometimes  without  meat,  sometimes  without  bread, 
lometimes  without  both.  There  was  a  scarcity,  too,  of  clothing 
and  blankets,  so  that  the  poor  soldiers  were  starving  with  cold 
as  well  as  hunger. 
▼01..  nr. — ^1  * 


2  LIFB  OF  WABHINOTOK.  pM 

Washington  wrote  to  Prandent  Beed  of  PemuylTania,  en- 
treat ing  aid  and  supplies  from  that  State  to  keep  his  annj  fipon 
(lis1»anding.  ''We  have  neTer^**  said  he,  ^'experienced  a  lib 
extremity  at  any  period  of  the  war."  • 

The  year  1780  opened  upon  a  famishing  camp.  "For  i 
fortnight  past,**  writes  Washington,  on  the  8th  of  January,  "tk 
trDops,  hoth  officers  and  men,  have  heen  almost  perishing  with 
want.  Yet,**  adds  he,  feelingly,  *^  they  have  home  their  sofio^ 
ings  with  a  patience  that  merits  the  approbation,  and  ooglit  to 
excite  the  sympathies,  of  their  countrymen.** 

The  severest  trials  of  the  Revolution,  in  fact,  were  not  in  the 
field,  where  there  were  shouts  to  excite  and  laurels  to  be  won; 
but  in  the  squalid  wretchedness  of  ill-provided  camps,  when 
there  was  nothing  to  cheer  and  every  thing  to  be  endured.  To 
suffer  was  the  lot  of  the  revolutionarv  soldier. 

A  rigorous  winter  had  much  to  do  with  th^  actual  distiesses 
of  the  army,  but  the  root  of  the  evil  lay  in  the  derangement  of 
the  currency.  Congress  had  commenced  the  war  without  »dc- 
quate  funds,  and  without  the  |x>wer  of  imposing  direct  taxes* 
To  meet  pressing  emergencies,  it  had  emitted  paper  nKne^i 
which,  for  a  time,  passed  currently  at  par ;  but  sank  in  valne  tf 
further  emissions  succeeded,  and  that,  already  in  circulation,  re- 
mained unredeemed.  The  several  States  added  to  the  evil  bj. 
emitting  paper  in  their  separate  capacities :  thus  the  coantry 
gradually  became  flooded  with  a  "  continental  currency,"  m  *' 
was  called ;  irredeemable,  and  of  no  intrinsic  value.  The  con- 
sequence was  a  general  derangement  of  trade  and  finance.  The 
continental  currency  declined  to  such  a  degree,  that  forty  dolw* 
in  paper  were  equivalent  to  only  one  in  specie. 

•  Life  of  Reed,  u.  189. 
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jBBgreas  «tt«ropte(l  to  pnt  a  stop  to  this  depreciation,  by 
[  {Aper  money  a  legal  tender,  at  its  Dominal  valoe,  in  tLe 
^  of  debts,  bowever  contracted.  This  opened  the  door 
nerr,  and  added  a  new  feature  to  the  evil, 
le  commifisaries  now  fotind  it  difficolt  lo  purchase  supplies 
I  immediate  wants  of  tbe  uroiy,  and  impossible  to  provide 
i  in  advance.  Tliey  were  left  destitute  of  funds,  and 
lUic  credit  was  prostrated  by  the  occamulating  debts  suf- 
1  lo  remaii)  uncancelled.  The  changes  which  bad  taken 
I  the  wnimissary  department  added  to  this  confusion. 
I  cuminissary-generat,  instead  of  receiving,  as  heretofore,  a 
iuiun  ita  expenditures,  was  to  have  a  fixed  salary  in  paper 
;  and  Lis  deputies  were  to  be  compensated  in  like  man- 
iViibuut  the  iisnal  allowance  of  rations  and  forage.  No  com- 
U  agents  could  be  pitKured  on  such  t«rms ;  and  the  dernnge- 
t  produced  throughout  the  department  compelled  Colonel 
jbworth,  the  able  and  upright  commissnry-general,  to  resign. 
k  the  present  emergency  Washing^n  was  reluctantly  com- 
\,  by  the  distresses  of  the  army,  to  call  upon  the  counties 
t  State  for  supplies  of  grain  and  cattle,  proportioned  to 
Respective  abilities.  These  supplie-a  were  to  be  brought  into 
imp  witbin  a  certain  time ;  tlie  grain  lo  be  measured  and 
e  estimated  by  any  two  of  tlie  magistrates  of  the  county 
function  with  the  commissary,  and  certilicatea  to  bo  given 
■  Utter,  Bpecilying  tlie  quantity  of  each  and  the  terms  of 
ml 

HKrevcr  a  compliance  with  this  call  was  refused,  the  arti- 
ni]iured  were  to  bo  impressed  :  it  was  a  painful  alternative, 
llthilig  else  ooald  save  the  army  from  dissolntion  or  starv- 
Vadiington  charged  his  officers  to  act  witli  as  much  ten- 


4  ura  or  wAamvaxoK  pm 

d«ni«M  M  pcMdbls,  gradoatiiig  the  ozMtiaB  aeoarAaf  to  fli 
stock  of  Mch  indiTidoal,  n  that  no  fionfly  Aoold  bs  d^ri««d  «t 

wluu  WM  iiec«nu7  to  iti  robtirtwirfci  "WULa  joor  mman 
«n!  wUpted  to  tbe  KtDagajKj,"  writes  he  to  Oolond  HattUa 
f  igileD,  "  and  70a  consult  wbat  joa  ows  to  ths  Mnioet  I  sn  per- 
■ludcd  jt>a  wfll  not  forget  that,  m  we  are  oonpeQed  bj  inmait/ 
to  take  tbe  piopertjr  of  citlsens  fer  tbe  saj^xMi  ef  an  am; « 
whkh  their  safetj'  depends,  we  iboold  be  carefnl  to  manifat  tkit  , 
we  have  a  rererence  for  their  ligbti^  and  wish  not  to  do  say 
thing  which  that  nBCBMity,  and  em  their  own  good,  do  aafc 
abaolntelf  require." 

To  the  honor  uf  the  nugisbAte*  md  tbe  peofJe  of  Jcneyi 
Washington  testifies  that  his  reqoisitiuns  were  pnnctnallj  cook- 
plied  with,  and  in  manj  counties  exceeded.  Too  mnch  pnin^ 
indeed,  cannot  be  given  to  the  people  of  tbis  Slate  for  tba  pA- 
tienm  with  which  most  of  them  bore  these  exactionB,  snd  llw 
patriotism  with  which  man;  of  them  administered  to  the  wmM 
of  their  coantrymen  in  arms.  Exbansled  aa  the  State  wm  1>f 
repeated  drainings,  yet,  at  one  time,  when  deep  snows  oat  eff  aH 
disUnt  supplier  Washingttm's  arm;  was  whollj  snbiialed  bf  it 
"  Provisions  came  in  with  heartj  good  will  &om  the  fansen  i* 
Mcndham,  Chatham,  Hanover,  and  other  mral  plaoea,  togatb*  ' 
with  stockings,  shoes,  coats,  and  blankets ;  while  tbe  wonai  »'*  i 
farther  to  knit  and  sew  for  the  soldierj."  *  j 

■  Tram  munieript  aoM  b;  tha  Ber.  JoMph  F.  Tntda.    lU  Mritj    I 
clargTniMi  ginm  macjr  nnecdotM  illoitiBtlvB  oT  Aa  MtiT*  iffriirtim  of  A*    M 
Jsmj  vonwn.    Anna  Kitchel,  wift  «r>  fiinMrtf  WUppttoj,  iiiipMrilf)^   I 
theoM  of  w<iD-«aarited  taloglam.     Kv  potatn  bi^  mwl  bag  nd  gtMeTi 
writes  he,  bod  kisaji  uoia  oofolbit  tor  Uw  ptUriot  waUimt,    Vhm  iMlh* 
biUet  them  id  her  boose,  ■  ht^  kettle  SDsd  wtth  natf  ' 

liui^  OTW  the  lie,  tlwt  thej  might  aot  go  aw^  beag^. 
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I  ik»  tile  vrtnt^r  advanced,  ttte  cold  increased  in  sevcrilv.  It 
LOSt  intcniie  ever  remumbered  in  the  country.     The 

i  bay  of  New  York  wns  frnsen  over.    No  supplies  coiil  J  come 

I  11m  city  by  water.     Provisions  grew  scanty;  and  there  WiW 

li  Uc-k  of  ErevffKwl,  that  old  transports  were  broken  up,  and 

unhaliitbd  wooden  booses  pulled  down  for  fuel.     The  safety  of 

rity  was  endangered.  The  ships  of  war,  immovably  ico- 
I  its  barlxir,  no  longer  gave  it  protection.     The  iiisulur 

wily  of  tliu  plaoe  was  at  an  end.  An  army  with  its  heaviest 
Rilltry  and  bi^^age  niigbt  cross  the  Hudson  on  the  ioe.  The 
u  Kiiypliauscn  began  to  appreheud  an  invasion,  and  took 

mm  accordingly ;  the  seamen  of  the  ships  and  transports 
*«t»l»mled  and  funnod  into  eoinpanied,  and  the  inhabitants  of 
'w  city  were  embodied,  officared,  and  subjected  to  garrison  duty. 

IVasLington  waa  aware  of  the  opportunity  which  offered  itself 
f"'  « signal  eoup  de  main,  but  was  no-t  in  a  condition  to  profit  by 
"  ilia  Iruope,  hulted  among  the  heights  of  Morrifiti'wn,  were 
•utf  fed,  half  clothed,  and  inferior  in  number  to  the  garrison  of 
^i™  Tork.  He  was  destitute  of  funds  noccBsary  to  Hi  them  for 
'"<'  cnterpriite,  and  tlie  quartermaster  could  not  furnish  means  of 
"wijiuiution. 

Slill,  in  the  frozen  condition  of  the  bay  and  rivers,  some  mi- 
""'  lilo*  might  Iw  attem]>ted,  sufiicient  to  rouse  and  cheer  the 
spirit,  of  the  people.  With  this  view,  having  ascertained  that 
"'f  ke  formetl  a  bridge  across  the  strait  between  the  Jersey  shore 
'^i  Suten  Island,  he  projected  a  descent  upon  the  latter  by 
'"nl  Stirling  wjth  twenty-five  hundred  men,  to  earprise  and  cap- 
'"1*  t  British  force  of  ten  or  twelve  hundred. 

Uix  lordship  crossed  on  the  nig^ht  of  the  14th  of  January, 
W  Dc  Hut'a  Point  to  the  island.    His  approach  vaa  ^aocn- 
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zzift  j:e  ^cnm  u*  cat.  a  bost  was  dopiteked  to 

Ilifr  ir-.yxTJbti  RTTciK  nATiiii^  das  pnifvd  a  eompleCe  fiu 
&L  I  Lii>  .««t:  s^:  ;a:>x.  beoTfri-ng  hazMdoca>r  Lord  Sdriing  recn 
v>  *^  Jtnej  feb'^re  vilii  a  n^aber  of  pnsoocTS  wbom  lie  had 
V2**rL  He  vu  (orsaai  1  j  a  parcr  oc  cav-alrr,  which  he  npd 
a:>i  ^&ct«»:  a  recreax  to  Elizabethtavn.  Some  few  8tnsi 
Ifcll  I:::o  tLfr  Laais  of  the  ezkemT,  and  many  of  his  men  ^ 
■rierelT  fr jet  Written. 

Bt  vav  ./  retjrt.  Knvj^iaQsen.  on  the  25 th  of  Jannarr, 
iyi\   tvo  'IrtaLm^rnu  to  harass  the  American  outposts, 
cross^i  *M  Pa^!;is  Hc^jk.  ani  Ixring'  joined  bv  part  of  the  garr 
of  thai  yieX.  posht-l  on  to  Newark,  sarprise<l  and  capture 
cofLparjv  ctati'iDed  there,  set  fire  to  the  academv,  and  retur 
wiihi-ut  iOS«- 

The  other  detacliment,  consii^ting  of  one  hundred  drag<G 
an']  lietween  three  and  four  hiindre<l  infantrv,  under  Lieuteiu 
co!orii:l  IVjskirk,  crossed  from  Staten  Island  to  Tremblv's  Po 
siirjirised  the  {li-jket-jipianl  at  Elizal^ethtown,  and  captured  ' 
DL'tjors,  two  captains,  and  forty-two  privates.  This,  likewise,  ^ 
effectetl  without  loss.  The  disgraceful  part  of  the  expedition  y 
tlie  burning  of  the  town  house,  a  church,  and  a  private  residec 
and  the  plunrlering  of  the  inhabitants. 

Tlie  church  destroye*!  was  a  Presbyterian  place  of  worst 
and  its  [lastor,  the  Rev.  James  Caldwell,  had  rendered  hims 
an  esi>ecial  object  of  hostility  to  both  Briton  and  tory.    He  ^ 
a  zealous  patriot ;  had  served  as  chaplain  to  those  portions  of 
American  army  that  successively  occupied  the  Jerseys ;  and  d 
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<)fficiated  in  that  capacitj  in  Colonel  Elias  Dayton*s  regiment, 
Wde  occasionally  acting  as  commissary.  His  charch  had  at 
^nnes  wired  as  hospital  to  the  American  soldier ;  or  shelter  to 
tbe  baitilj  assembled  militia.  Its  bell  was  the  tocsin  of  alarm ; 
from  its  pnlpit  he  had  many  a  time  stirred  np  the  patriotism  of 
1^  countrymen  by  his  ardent,  eloquent,  and  }>athetic  appeals, 
living  beside  him  his  pistols  before  he  commenced.  His  popu- 
l^tj  in  the  army,  and  among  the  Jersey  people,  was  unbounded, 
lie  wag  termed  by  his  friends  a  "  rousing  gospel  preacher,"  and 
ty  the  enemy  a  "  frantic  priest "  and  a  "  rebel  fire-brand."  On  the 
F'^sent  occasion,  his  church  was  set  on  fire  by  a  virulent  tory  of 
^  neighborhood,  who,  as  he  saw  it  wrapped  in  flames,  "  regret- 
^  thit  the  black-coated  rebel,  Caldwell,  was  not  in  his  pulpit." 
We  shall  have  occasion  to  speak  of  the  fortunes  of  this  pastor 
■**d  his  family  hereafter. 

Another  noted  maraud  during  Knyphausen's  military  sway, 
^•8  in  the  lower  part  of  Westchester  County,  in  a  hilly  region 
Ijing  between  the  British  and  American  lines,  which  had  been 
^  scene  of  part  of  the  past  year's  campaign.  Being  often  for- 
K^  its  inhabitants  had  become  belligerent  in  their  habits,  and 
^^ick  to  retaliate  on  all  marauders. 

In  this  region,  about  twenty  miles  from  the  British  outposts, 
^  not  far  from  White  Plains,  the  Americans  had  established  a 
P^  of  three  hundred  men  at  a  stone  building  commonly  known 
^  Yoong^s  lionse,  from  the  name  of  its  owner.  It  commanded  a 
'^  which  passed  from  north  ti>  south  down  along  the  narrow 
^^  fertile  valley  of  the  Sawmill  River,  now  known  by  its  origi- 
nal Indian  name  of  the  Neperan.  On  this  road  the  garrison  of 
XoQng'B  honse  kept  a  vigilant  eye,  to  intercept  the  convoys  of 
^^  and  prorisionfl  which  had  been  collected  or  plundered  by 
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Iiuuae  sbould  be  snrpriised,  || 

Oq  the  evening  a 
for  tha  purpose  from  Rin^a  1 
Norton,  ai,.l  c.insistii,g  uf  f,iur 
i;oiupaaieB  of  HeBsiang,  and  a 
beside  a  body  of  Yoger  cavalry 
ckesler  refugees,  with  two  thret 

Tlie  snow,  being  uewly  fal' 
their  way  through  it  witL  diffic: 
doned  thuiii  and  pushed  forwan 
behind  fur  the  same  reasoD.  Il 
many  places  was  more  than  twi 
by-waya  and  cross-roads  to  avoi 

The  sun  rose  while  they  we 
house.  To  Hurprise  the  pust  w 
kept  un.  Before  they  could 
taken  the  alarm,  and  the  W 
themselves,  and  were  hastening 

The  British  light  infantry  a 
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hoken  up  this  stronghold  of  the  country,  the  party  hastened  to 
cifect  a  safe  retam  to  the  lines  with  their  prisoners,  some  of 
whom  were  so  hadly  wounded  that  they  had  to  be  left  at  differ- 
ent &rm*hoiiseB  on  the  road.  The  detachment  reached  Eing*s 
Bridge  by  nine  o'clock  the  same  evening,  and  boasted  that,  in 
tbia  enterprise,  they  had  sustained  no  other  loss  than  two  killed 
«nd  twenty-three  wounded. 

Of  the  prisoners  many  were  doubtless  fiEurmers  and  farmers* 

M>na,  who  had  tamed  out  in  defence  of  their  homes,  and  were 

now  to  be  transferred  to  the  horrors  of  the  jail  and  sugar-house 

Vk  Kew  York.     We  give  this  affSur  as  a  specimen  of  the  petite 

T'^rn  carried  on  in  the  southern  part  of  Westchester  County ; 

the  XECTHAL  OBOUND,  ss  it  was  called,  but  subjected  from  its 

▼icinitj  to  the  city,  to  be  foraged  by  the  royal  forces,  and  plun- 

^tired  and  insulted  by  refugees  and  tories.    No  part  of  the  Union 

^v  more  harried  and  trampled  down  by  friend  and  foe,  during 

^  Berolution,  than  this  debatable  region  and  the  Jerseys. 


CHAPTER    II. 


The  most  irksome  duty  that  Washington  had  to  perform  duit    I 
this   wiater'Si    encampment   at    Morristotrn,    regarded  OoC* 
Arnold  tmd  his  military  government  of  Philadelphia  b  1^     ' 
To  explain  it  requires  a  glance  back  to  that  period 

At  the  time  of  entering  npon  this  command,  AmalA."' 
counts  with  government  were  Tet  nnsetlled ;  the  commilM  f 
pointed  by  Congress,  at  his  own  request,  to  examine  than,li*"''C 
considered  some  of  his  charges  dubious,  and  othen  exortx"''' 
Washington,  however,  still  looked  upon  him  with  &vor,  and,!*' 
a  month  previously,  had  presented  him  with  a  pair  of  epulrittt 
and  a  sword-knot,  "as  a  testimony  of  his  uncere  itgai  "^ 
approbation." 

The  command  of  Philadelphia,  at  this  time,  was  a  ddic'* 
and  difficult  one,  and  required  to  be  exercised  with  eztnw  "^ 
cumspection.  The  boundaries  between  the  powers  rested  in  v 
milituy  Roumuuider,  and  tbooe  ioherent  io  the  State  g 
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|]  defined.     DiBoffection  to  the  AmericAii  cause  preraileil 

Otb  among  the  permanent  and  casual  resideats,  and  required  to 

*  beld  in  checlt  with  finnneBa  but  toleration.     'By  a  resolve  of 

longTcss,  no  goods,  vares,  or  merchandise  were  to  be  removed, 

traosferred,  or  sold,  until  tlic  ownership  of  tbem  could  be  oscer- 

tAined  by  a  jinnt  coiainittee  of  Congress  and  of  the  Council  of 

Penn^tvania ;  any  public  stoi-cs  belonging  to  the  enemy  were  to 

I*  seised  and  converted  to  the  use  of  ihu  army. 

Washington,  in  his  letter  of  instructions,  left  it  to  Arnold's 
Kreiion  lo  adopt  such  measures  as  should  appear  to  him  most 
ttiol  and  least  ofll'nslve  in  esecuiing  this  resolve  of  Congress ; 
k  wbich  lie  was  to  be  aided  by  an  assistant  quartcmiaster-genc- 
iJHt  to  bis  directions.  "Yuu  will  take  every  prudent  step 
fcpower,"  writes  Washington,  "  to  preserve  trnnquillity  and 
II  the  city,  and  give  security  to  individuals  of  e\-eiy  class 
^^d  description,  restruning,  as  far  as  |H>B3ib1e,  till  the  restora- 
l»OB  of  cici]  government,  every  species  of  persecution,  insult  or 
"Use,  cither  from  the  soldiery  to  the  inhabitants,  or  among  each 
"Uier." 

Odp  of  Arnold's  first  measures  was  to  issne  n  proclamation 
™w:bg  the  resolve  of  Congress.  In  so  doing,  he  was  count«- 
"WiceJ  by  leading  personages  of  Philadelphia,  and  llie  proclama- 
lion  wm  drafted  by  General  Joseph  Reed.  The  measure  excited 
,  P^K  dissatisfactioii,  and  circumstances  attending  the  enforoe- 
it  of  it  gave  rise  to  scandal,  Former  instances  of  a  merce- 
?  spirit  made  Arnold  liable  lo  suspiiions,  and  it  was  alleged 
'W,  while  by  the  proclamiLtion  be  shut  up  the  stores  and  shops 
^  wst  even  the  officers  of  the  aftuy  could  not  procure  neccasary 
^'^Uct  of  men-bandise,  he  was  privately  making  Urge  purchases 
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• 
His  style  of  living  gave  point  to  tlus  iiCMidil.    He  oaaifA 

one  of  the  finest  houses  in  the  city ;  set  np  a  qdendid  olalifiA* 
went ;  had  his  carriage  and  four  horses  and  a  tnun  of  doiiMitki; 
gave  expensive  entertainments,  and  indulged  in  a  loxiiiy  ■! 
parade,  which  were  condemned  as  little  befitting  a  repdfica 
general ;  especially  one  whose  accounts  with  govenmunt  vm 
yet  unsettled,  and  who  had  imputations  of  meroenaiy  npe^ 
still  hanging  over  hiuL 

Ostentatious  prodigality,  in  fact,  was  AmoId!s  boetdng  o- 
To  cope  with  his  overwhelming  expenses,  he  engaged  in  nooM 
speculations,  more  befitting  the  trafficking  habits  of  luB  earfjHb 
than  his  present  elevated  position.  Nay,  he  availed  Limflelf  a 
that  position  to  aid  his  speculations,  and  sometimes  made  tempo* 
rary  use  of  the  public  moneys  passing  through  his  hands.  I> 
his  impatience  to  be  rich,  he  at  one  time  thought  of  taking  coid- 
mand  of  a  privateer,  and  making  lucrative  captures  at  sea. 

In  the  exercise  of  his  military  functions,  he  had  become  io- 
volvcd  in  disputes  with  the  president  (Wharton)  and  exectitiTe 
council  of  Pennsylvania,  and  by  his  conduct,  which  was  deemed 
arbitrary  and  arrogant,  had  drawn  upon  himself  the  hostHitjo^ 
that  body,  which  became  stem  and  unsparing  censors  d  ^ 
conduct 

He  had  not  been  many  weeks  in  Philadelphia  before  be  be 
came  attached  to  one  of  its  reigning  belles.  Miss  Margaret  Ship* 
I)en,  daughter  of  Mr.  Edward  Shippen,  in  after  years  cliief  jo** 
tice  of  Pennsylvania.  Her  family  were  not  considered  ^ 
affected  to  the  American  cause ;  the  young  lady  herself^  dim 
llie  occupation  of  the  city  by  the  enemy,  had  been  a  "to*** 
among  the  British  officers,  and  selected  as  one  of  the  beantiei  ^ 
the  Miscbianza. 
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Arnold  paid  his  ad<lrcaBCi  in  tin  open  and  hnnorakls  style, 
It  obtaining  by  letter  tlie  lanctitm  of  tho  taiber.     Party  feel- 
ing at  that  time  ran  high  in  Philadelphia  on  local  sobjectB  con- 
Bcl«d  with  the  cliange  of  the  State  goTernment,     Arnold's  con- 
ffith  the  Shippen  family  iaereaaed  his  disfavor  with  the 
president  and  executive  countil,  who  were  wliigs  to  a  man;  and 
■t  *as  gncf^ringly  obeerveil,  that  "  he  had  courted  the  loyalists 
from  the  stait." 

General  Joseph  Reed,  at  tliat  lime  one  of  the  execaUvtt  com- 
mittgg.  observes  in  a  letter  to  General  Greene,  "Will  yon  not 
c  it  extraordinary  that  General  Arnold  made  a  public  enter- 
,i  the  night  before  last,  of  which,  not  only  eanimun  tory 
nicB,  bat  the  wives  and  daughters  of  persons  proscribed  by  the 
*(«.  and  now  with  the  enemy  at  Xew  York,  formed  a  very  con- 
flftrable  nnmbcrt     The  fat-t  is  literally  trnc." 

Regarded  from  a  different  point  of  view,  this  conduct  might 
0  been  attribated  to  the  courtesy  of  a  gallant  soldier;  who 
**ned  to  carry  the  animosity  of  the  field  into  tho  drawing- 
ir  to  proscribe  and  persecute  the  wives  and  daughters  of 
■*litic»l  exdes. 

In  the  beginning  of  December,  General  Reed  became  presi- 
>»t  of  the  executive  councU  of  Pennsylvania,  and  nnder  his 
■iiuugtration  the  ripening  hoatdity  to  Arnold  was  brought  to  a 
Among  the  various  schemes  of  the  latter  for  bettering  his 
e^  and  securing  tho  means  of  living  when  the  war  should 
lo  an  end,  was  one  for  forming  a  settlement  in  the  western 
t'^flof  the  State  of  New  Vork,  t«  be  composed,  principally,  of 
^*«  ufficota  and  soldiers  who  had  served  under  him.  Hia  scheme 
^  *»  spproved  by  Mr.  John  Jay,  the  pure-minded  patriot  of  New 
'  '"i,  at  that  time  Presiduiil  of  Congress,  and  «iw  suuctioued  hy 
Vol.  IT.-l* 


14  LITB  or  VABHntOMV. 


tlM  Now  Yaik  delegation.  Prorided  with  leUen  bm  ^ 
Arnold  1^  PhiUddphik  about  the  Ut  of  Juiuir  (1779),  ud 
Mt  oat  for  Albanj  to  obtain  a  gnnt  of  land  for  ibe  poipm,  En 
the  N«w  Tork  Legislature. 

Within  «  day  or  two  after  his  departure,  his  pablic  tmkA 
waa  diacawed  in  the  executive  council  of  PemuTlvuiii,  u<i  it 
was  TMolTcd  unAnimonsly,  that  the  conrse  of  his  tnililirra*- 
mand  in  the  city  had  been  in  many  Ksp«cts  oi^ircsure,  mv*^ 
of  hia  rank  and  atalJon,  and  lugbly  disconrafpng  to  ihe  libotiB 
and  interetta  of  America,  and  disrespectfol  to  the  wa^raatot* 
tive  authority  of  the  State. 

As  ho  was  an  officer  of  the  United  Stat**,  the  complaints  ud 
grievances  of  PeDnsjlvania  were  set  forth  l>y  the  execatirc  («>■ 
cil  in  eight  chargep,  and  forwarded  to  Congreas,  accom^aiUBd  q 
documents,  and  a  letter  from  President  Bced. 

Information  of  these  facts,  with  a  printed  copy  of  the  diap 
reached  Arnold  at  Washington's  camp  on  the  Raritan,  «bU  <* 
had  viuted  while  on  the  way  to  Albany.  His  Urat  aolkitiidi  ■>* 
about  the  effect  they  might  have  upon  Miss  Shippen,  to  ^Ub'* 
was  now  engaged.  In  a  letter  dated  Februajy  8th,  he  eirtW** 
her  not  to  suff>^T  these  rude  attacks  on  him  to  give  her  a  luoa^ 
nneasineas — tlicy  c<nild  do  him  no  injury. 

On  the  following  day  he  issued  an  addrets  to  the  pnlfel*' 
calling  his  faithful  serricea  of  nearly  fixtr  yean,  and  tDTt^n( 
^ainat  the  proceedings  of  the  president  and  cooncil;  vH  ** 
content  with  injuring  him  in  a  crael  and  nnptocodented  «*■■ 
with  Congress,  had  ordered  cofiea  of  their  charges  to  be  {sisM 
and  dispersed  throngbont  the  sereral  States,  for  the  pstpw* 
prejudicing  the  public  miitd  against  him,  wfa3e  tfw  bbUksm 
jot  ia  snapsDK.    "T!\«ai  oonflariC  writasbe,  **  sjipasM  fc  mW 
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H    BTtid  and  roalicions,  in  making  the  charges  after  I  had  led  tha 

W    city;  as  my  intention  of  leaving  the  city  was  known  for  five 

w«e!n  before."     This  complaint,  we  mnst  observe,  was  rebattvd, 

on  their  part,  by  the  assertion  that,  at  the  time  of  his  departure, 

be  knew  of  the  accasalion  that  was  impending. 

Id  condosion,  Arnold  infornied  the  public  that  he  had  re- 
qiMsteil  C'OngreaH  to  direct  a  court-raortial  to  inquire  into  his  con- 
coct, and  tnuted  his  countrymen  would  suspend  their  judgment 
in  the  matter,  until  he  should  have  an  ooDortunity  of  being 

Pnblic  opinion  was  divided.  His  brilliant  services  spoke  elo- 
^iwiily  in  his  favor.  His  admirers  repined  that  a  fame  won  by 
**'rh  daring  exploits  on  the  field  shotdd  be  stifled  down  by  cold 
WumuiM  in  Philadelphia ;  and  many  thought,  dispossionately, 
inai  tbe  Slate  authorities  had  acted  with  esTesaive  harslmesa 

I''**afdB  a  meritorious  officer,  in  widely  spreading  their  charges 
*SsinKt  him,  and  thus,  in  an  unprecedented  way,  putting  a  pub- 
"^  bfitid  upon  liim. 

On  the  16th  of  February,  Arnold's  appeal  to  Congress  was 

"^fened  to  the  committee  which  had  under  consideration  tbe  let- 

^**  of  President  Beed  and  its  accompanying  documentfl,  und  it 

*•  charged  to  make  a  report  with  all  convenient  despatch.     A 

^^tioD  wu  made  to  suspend  Arnold  from  all  command  during 

o  inquirj'.     To  the  credit  of  Congress  it  was  negatived. 

Much  contrariety  of  feeling  prevailed  on  the  subject  in  the 

^^inniittce  of  Congress  and  the  executive  council  of  Pennsylva- 

*«,  »nd  the  correspondence  between  those  legislative  bodies  was 

^^a'itnnlly  linctiired  with  needless  acrimony. 

Arnuhl,  in   the  courip  iif  ■lanii.iiy,   had  obtainiil   permission 
'"Xia  Washington  to  resign  the  command  of  Philadelphia,  Iml 
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defemd  to  lot  upon  it,  nntil  the  cbargea  a^Mnst  him  Acn&\t 
examined,  lest,  as  he  said,  his  enemies  shotild  minptcipm  H 
motiTiBB,  «nd  AscrilM  his  reBignntion  to  fear  at  a  dltgiKcfm  »' 
penrion  in  coiisequence  of  those  cbargee. 

Abont  the  nuddle  of  March,  the  committee  broQgbt  ii 
port  exculpating  him  from  all  criminalitj  in  the  lUAltencliM^ 
■guut  him.  As  soon  as  the  report  was  brought  in,  iM  neM> 
aed  hig  name  vindicated,  and  resigned. 

Whaterer  exultation  he  may  have  feh  w»a  8h<»t4ited.  0» 
grcM  did  not  call  up  and  act  upon  the  report,  aa,  in  j 
him,  they  aboiiM  have  done,  whether  to  Banction  it  or  nM;  ht 
referred  the  siilijcct  anew  to  a  joint  committee  of  their  boilj  un 
the  assembly  and  council  of  Pennsylvania.  Arnold  wu,  li  ^ 
time,  on  the  eve  of  inarriage  with  Miss  Sbippen,  and,  llin  c» 
cnmatauced,  it  iniisC  have  been  peculiarly  galling  to  bis  [n^n 
be  kept  under  llic  odium  of  imputed  delinquencies. 

The  report  of  ibe  joint  committee  brought  np  oainuled  dii- 
cDsaions  in  Coiigrcfis.  Several  re84>IutionB  recommended  iijll^ 
committee  were  merely  of  a  foi-mal  nature,  and  intended  tono^ 
the  wounded  sensibilities  of  Pennsylvania;  these  were  pw' 
without  dissent ;  but  it  was  contended  that  certain  cbugS  i^ 
vanced  by  the  executive  council  of  that  Slate  were  only  cogW*' 
ble  by  a  court-martial,  and,  after  a  warm  debate,  it  was  resobn 
(April  3d),  by  a  large  majority,  that  the  oommandsMB^ 
should  appoint  sncb  a  court  for  the  consideration  of  theoL 

Arnold  inveighed  bitterly  against  the  injnstioe  of  wlinWf 
him  to  a  trial  before  a  military  tribunal  for  alleged  ofaaM* 
which  he  had  been  acqaitted  by  the  committee  of  OoagrM  v 
was  sacrificed,  he  said,  to  avoid  a  breach  with  Penasyhni^  ^ 
a  letter  to  \Vuh\ngU»i,V\«  i^b&Tg;ed  it  all  to  the  lurtilii^  rfPH* 
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L  who,  be  alSnnetl,  had  by  his  address,  kept  the  affair 

IQ  for  two  moDtliB,  and  at  last  obta'iDed  the  resolution  of 

Cmgrew  directing  the  court-martial.     He  urged  Washington  to 

•PJioml  a  Kpecdy  day  for  the  trial,  that  he  might  not  linger  under 

^Hitbc  odimn  of  an  unjust  public  accusation.     "  I  have  no  doubt  of 

^^pbtftiiiing  justice  from  a  court-martial,"  writes  be,  "as  every  offi 

^Hter  ia  the  army  must  feel  himself  injured  by  the  cruel  and  un- 

~  precedenled  treatment  I  have  met  with.     *     •     •     *     When 

J^Wi  Excellency  considers  my  sufferings,  and  the  cruel  eituaLion 

I  *n  in,  your  own  humanity  and  feeling  as  a  soldier  will  render 

*^^t;  thiug  I  can  eav  further  on  the  subject  unnecessary." 

Ii  was  doubtless  soothing  to  fais  irriUted  pride,  that  the 
^OiMn  on  whom  he  had  placed  his  affections  remained  true  to 
"•tti;  for  hia  marriage  with  Miss  Shippen  took  place  just  five 
■••yt  «ft*r  the  mortifying  vote  of  CongreSB. 

Wubington  sympathised  with  Arnold's  impatience,  and  ap- 
pointed the  Ist  of  May  for  the  tria.1,  but  it  was  repeatedly  poat- 
Poiiwl ;  first,  at  the  request  of  the  Pennsylvania  council,  to  allow 
•■Une  for  the  arrival  of  witnesses  from  the  Soutb ;  afterwards,  in 
*^iMeqiience  of   threatening   movetnents  of    the  enemy,    wtiiuh 
^<*blig«l  every  officer  to  bo  at  his  post.     Arnold,  in  tbe  mean 
HptlK,  continued  to  reside  at  Philadelphia,  holding  his  coromiaaion 
^^"t  itie  army,  but  filling  no  public  office ;    getting  deeper  and 
^^oeper  in  debt,  and  becoming  more  and  more  unpopular. 

Diving  once  been  attacked  in  tbe  street  in  the  course  of  some 
IJpojmlar  tumult,  he  affected  to  consider  his  life  in  danger,  and 
^^fe|ilied  to  Congress  for  a  guard  of  Continental  soldiers,  "as  no 
^^■MeciioQ  was  to  be  expected  from  the  authority  of  the  Stale  for 
^^te  Ixneit  man." 

Be  was  told  in  reply,  that  his  application  ought  to  have  been 


u 

mbbb  to  toft  cxBCobvis  **'**^T^3r  v  T 

U^XMrtMMS  to  pCOtoCt  CTCIJ  MBVt  44flHii|  ' 

Cdence,  Mrf  M4r  A^ynnrf  *  iMiiiMMi  ^  « 

For  MOBl^  Arnold  i 
ftatc.  Hv  rita^kM,  he  and,  wm  and.  Kb  duractar  vad^ 
cantimM  to  aoSw  oatfl  bo  riiodld  ht  mequtuA  bfk  oeoiVBartiA.^ 
and  fa*  voold  1»  rihntailly  irarantcd  bom  jonnug  the  amy, 
which  hs  wMbed  todoM  kmo  m  hii  vtNmds  woold  parani^d^^ 
fag  might  TOidflr  Um  vuuilrj  tmj  mnia»  in  his  ponr  in  tl&5v 
erilical  time.  "For  tboogfa  I  hna  bsMi  mgrataAdly  ti 
adds  he,  **  I  do  not  oonafcler  it  aa  tnat  mj  e 
nJ,  but  from  a  set  of  men,  win,  Toid  <tf  piiDciple,  an  goncacd 
entirely  bj  private  interest" 

At  length,  when  the  campaign  waa  over,  and  the  umj  bad 
gone  into  winter-quarten^  the  long-delajed   caart-^nartial  vwaa 
assembled  at  Hmristown.     Of  the  eight  charges  miginallf  *"* 
ranced  against  Arnold  hj  the  Pennsylrania  eoancQ,  faai  oOv 
tame  under  cogniiance  of  the  coort.     Of  two  of  these  he  ^r** 
entirely  acqnitted.     The  remaining  two  ware, 
'      Fvt    That  whfle  in  the  camp  at  Valley  Forge,  he,  witboot 
the  knowledge  of  the  oommander^-chie^  or  the  aanctinp  ef  ^^ 
State  government,  had  granted  a  written  pemuHdon  liar  a  leB** 
belonging  to  disafleoted  pwaons,  to  proceed  from  the  fix*  '"     j 
Philadelphia,  then  in  poaaeMBott  ot  the  enemy,  to  any  port  of  *^    J 
United  SUtes.  I 

Seetmd.     That,  avuling  himsdf  of  his  offldal  anthori^t  ^    1 
had  appropriated  the  puUio  waggons  of  Pemis^TaBia,  w^ 
called  forth  on  a  special  emergenoy,  to  the  tranapottatiaa  of  f^ 
vate  property,  and  that  of  peraoM  iriw  Tolnntarily  n 
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the  «nemy,  ^nd  were  deemed  dlsaffi^cted  to  the  btcrestB  and  in- 
ilepHiileocc  of  America. 

le  first  of  tlieso  charges,  Arnold  alleged  that 
I  lU  !wr»on  who  applied  for  the  i>roLi>ctioii  of  the  vessel,  had  taken 
«  o»th  (if  allegiance  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  required  by 
le  Uwn;  that  he  was  not  residing  ia  Pliilndelphia  at  the  time, 
It  ii«J  applied  on  behalf  of  himself  and  a  company,  and  that 
*'»'  iuteniiona  of  that  person  and  his  associates  with  regard  to 
'he  msel  and  cargo  appeared  to  be  upright. 

As  lo  his  having  granted  the  permission  without  the  know- 
Iwjpp  df  []u.  com  man  der-in -chief,  though  present  in  the  camji,  Ai- 
"ol  J  alleged  that  it  was  customary  in  the  array  for  general  oEBcers 
'*'  grant  passes  and  protections  to  inhabitants  of  the  United 
^^tc«,  friendly  to  the  same,  and  that  the  protection  was  given  in 
'"«  present  instance,  fo  prevent  the  soldiery  from  plundering  the 
*^S!ii;1  and  cargo,  coming  from  a  place  in  possession  of  the  enemy, 
"(itil  the  proper  authority  could  take  cognizance  of  the  matter. 

Iti  regard  to  the  second  charge,  while  it  was  proved  that 
indvr  his  authority  pnblic  waggons  had  been  so  used,  it  was 
•lluBwi  ill  extenuation,  that  they  had  been  employed  at  private 
'^Xfwuse,  and  without  any  design  to  defraud  the  public  or  impede 
'-"e  military  service. 

In  regard  to  both  charges,  nothing  fraudulent  on  the  part  of 
^Jiiold  was  proved,  but  the  traDsuctions  involved  in  the  first  were 
V'onouaced  irregolar,  and  contrary  to  one  of  the  articles  of  war ; 
tali  in  the  second,  imprudent  and  reprehensible,  considering  the 
Lbgh  station  occupied  by  the  general  at  the  time,  and  the  court 
i;*nt«iced  him  to  be  reprimanded  by  the  commander-in-chief, 
Q  was  confirmed  by  Congress  o 


20  UrZ  OF  WA8HINGTOH.  [IM 

We  hAve  forborne  to  go  into  all  the  puticolaii  of  tUitnl^ 
but  we  bave  considered  them  attentiTely,  dischaiging  fioiMr 
minds,  as  much  as  possibley  all  impressloiis  prodaeed  by  AmUi 
subsequent  history,  and  we  are  aarpriaed  to  find,  after  tk  W 
tility  manifested  against  him  by  the  oooDcil  of  Peniii|rlfaii^ 
and  their  extraordinary  measore  to  poaaesB  the  paWc  nii 
against  him,  how  venial  are  the  trespaaaeB  of  wluck  hs  itaai 
convicted. 

He  may  have  given  personal  offence  by  his  aaimniiig  Tinkf ; 
by  the  arrogant  exercise  of  his  military  anthcMity ;  he  mijbM 
displeased  by  his  ostentation,  and  awakened  distnist  by  kb  9» 
ulating  pro|)ensitie8 ;  but  as  yet  his  patriotism  was  unquotioBci 
Ko  turpitude  had  been  proved  against  him  ;  his  brilliant  exploiti 
slicd  a  splendor  round  his  name,  and  he  appeared  before  the  pub- 
lic, a  soldier  crippled  in  their  service.  All  these  sLoold  hm 
))lea(le(l  in  his  favor,  should  have  produced  indulgence  of  hi* 
errors,  and  mitigated  that  animosity  which  he  always  oontciukd 
had  been  the  cause  of  his  ruin. 

The  reprimand  adjudged  by  the  court-martial  was  whujasr 
tered  by  Washington  with  consummate  delicacy.  The  foUki^ 
were  his  words,  as  repeated  by  M.  de  Marbois,  the  French  Kcre* 
tary  of  legation : 

"  Our  profession  is  the  chastest  of  all :  even  the  shadow  of  > 
fault  tarnishes  the  lustre  of  our  finest  achievements.  The  M 
inadvertence  may  rob  us  of  the  public  favor,  so  hard  tobeic* 
quired.  I  reprehend  you  for  having  forgotten,  that,  in  pio|i*' 
tion  as  you  had  rendered  yourself  formidable  to  our  enemies,  JOH 
should  have  been  guarded  and  temperate  in  yoor  deportmest 
towards  vour  fellow-citizens. 

<^  Exhibit  anew  those  noble  qualities  wbi^b  have  plaoad  f* 
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on  the  list  of  our  most  valaed  commanders.  I  will  myself  fur- 
aisli  joo,  as  far  as  it  may  be  in  my  power,  with  opportunities  of 
regaining  the  esteem  of  your  country.** 

A  reprimand  so  mild  and  considerate,  accompanied  by  such 

hi^li  eologiums  and  generoc^p  promises,  might  have  had  a  favor- 

&l>l€  effect  upon  Arnold,  had  he  been  in  a  different  frame  of 

nizid;  but  he  had  persuaded  himself  that  the  court  would  inclino 

ici  Ills  (aTor  and  acquit  him  altogether ;  and  he  resented  deeply 

A    sentence,  which  he  protested  against  as  unmerited.     His  rc- 

ictitment  was  aggravated  by  delays  in  the  settlement  of  his 

•ccoants,  as  he  depended  upon  the  sums  he  claimed  as  due  to 

h^ini,  for  the  payment  of  debts  by  which  he  was  harassed.     In 

Wlowing  the  matter  up,  he  became  a  weary,  and  probably  irrita- 

We,  applicant  at  the  halls  of  Congress,  and,  we  are  told,  gave 

P^at  offence  to  members  by  his  importunity,  while  he  wore  out 

*^e  patience  of  his  friends ;  but  public  bodies  are  prone  to  bo 

^«^nded  by  the  importunity  of  baffle<l  claimants,  and  the  patieuco 

^  friends  is  seldom  proof  against  the  reiterated  story  of  a  man*.s 

prolonged  difficulties. 

In  the  month  of  March,  we  find  him  intent  on  a  new  and 
•'Jventurous  project  He  had  proposed  to  the  Board  of  Admi- 
*'*Itv  an  expedition,  requiring  several  ships  of  war  and  three  or 
^^r  hundred  land  troops,  offering  to  take  command  of  it  should 
^^  be  carried  into  effect,  as  his  wounds  still  disabled  him  from 
^^t\  on  land.  Washington,  who  knew  his  abilities  in  either  ser- 
^^  was  disposed  to  favor  his  proposition,  but  the  scheme  fell 
^^J^ough  from  the  impossibility  of  sparing  the  requisite  number  of 
^*ii  from  the  army.  What  Arnold's  ultimate  designs  might 
■^ve  been  in  seeking  such  a  command,  are  rendered  problemati- 
^^  by  his  subsequent  conduct     On  the  failure  of  the  project,  he 
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requested  and  obtained  from  Waahington  leare  of  abooDoe  fron 
the  army  for  the  sommer,  there  being,  he  said,  little  jntpttt 
of  an  actire  campaign,  and  hia  wonnda  nnfitiing  him  ftr  the 
field. 


CHAPTER    III. 

CaROLDTA  TBSBATCIISD— ns  COimXTIOX  A2n>  FOPULATION — STORIIT 
TAOI  OP  SIB  HEXBT  CUHTOir — L068  OP  HOBSES — CHARACTER  OP  LXEU- 
!CAXT-OOIX>XKL  TARlJETO!« — PLBBT  ABRITES  AT  TTBEK — SIR  HBXRT  CLtH- 
!f  ADVASICES  UPOX  CHARUESTOX — LIXCX>LN  PREPARES  POR»DEPEMCE— OOX- 
•DORR  WHIPPLE— OOVERXOR  RUTLBDOE — PORCBODIXOS  OP  WASHIXOTOX 
RMBARKATIOX  OP  BRfTlBH  TROOPS  AT  XEW  TOBK — ^WASHIXOTOX    8EXD8 

KALB  WITH  BZCfFOBCBJOOm— HIS  HOPEFUL  ^LBTTEB  TO  SrBUBBX. 

return  of  spring  brought  little  alleviation  to  the  sufferings 
e  army  at  Morristown.  All  means  of  supplying  its  wants 
croiting  its  ranks  were  paralyzed  by  the  continued  deprecia- 
of  the  currency.  While  Washington  saw  his  forces  gradu- 
diminishing,  his  solicitude  was  intensely  excited  for  the  safe- 
'>  the  Southern  States.  The  reader  will  recall  the  departure 
New  York,  in  the  latter  part  of  December,  of  the  fleet  of 
Ural  Arbuthnot  with  the  army  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  destined 
^e  subjugation  of  South  Carolina.  *'  The  richness  of  the 
try,*^  says  Colonel  Tarleton,  in  his  history  of  the  campaign, 
vicinity  to  Georgia,  and  its  distance  from  General  Washing- 
pointed  out  the  advantage  and  facility  of  its  conquest, 
e  it  would  be  an  unspeakable  loss  to  the  Americans,  the 
^on  of  it  would  tend  to  secure  to  the  crown  the  southern 
^  the  continent  which  stitches  beyond  it"    It  was  pre- 
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8umc<l  thftt  the  sabjngation  of  it  would  be  an  easy  task.  The 
population  was  scanty  for  the  extent  of  tlie  ooontiyy  and  vai 
made  up  of  emigrants,  or  the  descendants  of  emigrant^  bm 
various  lands  and  of  Tarioos  nations:  Hugoenots,  who  had  oai- 
grated  from  France  after  the  revocation  of  the  edict  of  Kuli; 
(rermana,  from  the  Palatinate ;  Irish  Protestants,  who  bad  re- 
ceived grants  of  land  from  the  crown ;  Scotch  Highlanders,  tnni- 
poi  tcil  hither  after  the  disastrous  battle  of  Gulloden ;  Dutch  oolo- 
ni8t8,  wlio  had  left  New  York,  alter  its  submission  to  EngUnd, 
and  been  settled  here  on  bounty  lands. 

Some  of  tlicse  foreign  elements  might  be  hostile  to  Britiflh 
domination,  but  others  would  be  favorable.  There  was  a  lii]g8 
class,  too,  that  liad  been  bom  or  had  passed  much  of  their  lives 
in  England,  who  retained  for  it  a  filial  affection,  spoke  of  it  >> 
/tome J  antl  sent  their  children  to  Ix;  educated  there. 

Tiic  number  of  slaves  within  the  province  and  of  savages  on 
its  western  frontier,  together  with  its  wide  extent  of  unprotected 
8ca-coast,  were  encouragements  to  an  invasion  by  sea  and  land. 
Jjitlle  combination  of  militia  and  yeomanry  need  be  appf^ 
hcnded  from  a  population  sparsely  scattered,  and  where  the  set- 
tlements were  widely  separated  by  swamps  and  forests.  Wa»" 
ington  was  in  no  condition  to  render  prompt  and  effectual  relief 
his  army  being  at  a  vast  distance,  and  considered  as  '*  in  a  greit 
measure  broken  up."  The  British,  on  the  contrary,  had  the  ad- 
vantage of  their  naval  force,  "  there  being  nothing  then  in  tbe 
American  seas  which  could  even  venture  to  look  at  it**  * 

Such  were  some  of  the  considerations  which  prompted  tM 
enemy  to  this  expedition;  and  which  gave  Washington  g^ 
anxiety  concerning  it 

*  Ann.  Begifter  1780,  p.  217. 
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I  Lincoln  was  in  command  at  Charleston,  but  u 

of  the  designs  of  the  enemy,  and  at  a  loss  wUat  ci 
Difiiilent  of  himself,  and  accustomed  to  defer  to  the  1 

Washington,  he  turns  to  him  in  his  present  perplex- 1 
is  among  my  misfortunes,"  writes  he,  modestly  (Jan.  I 
A  I  am  not  near  enough  to  your  Excellency  to  havtt  J 
t^e  of  your  advic«  and  direction.     I  feel  my  ova.  I 
;y  and  want  of  experience.    I  can  prombe  you  notliing 
Mition  to  serve  my  country.     If  this  town  should  be 
U  now  threatened,  I  know  my  duty  will  call  me  to 
as  long  as  opposition  can  be  of  any  avail.     I  hope  tnjr 
.  will  coincide  with  my  duly," 
lyage  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton  proved  long  and  tempestO'  J 

ships  were  dispersed.     Several   fell  into  the  hands  oCfl 
cam).     One  ordnance  vessel  foundered.     Most  of  thsl 
orseg,  and  all  those  of  the  cavalry  perished.     The  BcaU| 
H  rejoined  each  other  about  the  end  of  January, 
r  on  Savannah  Itiver ;  where  those  that  had  suslaini 
ere  repaired  as  speedily  as  possible.     The  loss  of  thoi] 
raes  was  especially  (vh  by  Sir  Henry.     There  was 
NQ  hundred  and  fifty  dragoons,  on  which  be  dependedS 

Ibe  kind  of  guerilla  warfare  he  was  likely  lo  pursue,! 
ry  of  ibrests  and  morasses.     Lieutenant-colonel  Bana^fl 
on,  who  commanded  them,  waa  one  of  those  dogs  of 
i  Sir  Henry  was  prepared  to  let  slip  on  emergencies,  lo 
maraud  the  country.     This  "  bold  dragoon,"  so  noted 
m  warfare,  was  about  twenty-six  years  of  age,  of 
omplexion,  with  small,   black,  piercing  eyes,     lie 
as  being  rather  below  the  middle  size,  square-built  a 
iritli  large  muscular  legs."    U  will  be  found  that  he  wat 
IT— 2 


8nt-rat«  putlskn  officer,  fnaqiti  wdH^  mi^n,  tet  ihmIiI 

unKinpaloas. 

Laoding  from  th«  flert,  "perCMtlj  dinnoaiitBd,  IwllfAlf 
with  hii  dragoons,  in  aome  of  the  qoarteiiDMtM^  hoitt,  IsIW 
Boyal  IsUad,  on  the  M«bo«rd  of  Sonth  CkoIiu,  "to  coOmIM 
that  piftce,  from  friends  or  enemiea,  hy  money  or  bj  fbne^  iH  lb 
hoTMS  belonging  to  the  ialuida  in  the  nmghboihood."  B»  i» 
ceeded  in  piocaring  horeee,  thoogfa  ci  ui  inferior  qnali^  to  IkH 
be  hitd  loet,  but  consoled  himself  vith  the  pemiasiaa  tbri  b 
would  Mcnra  better  ones  in  die  coone  of  the  campaign,  }>f  ** 
ertioo  and  enterprise," — a  vague  {Juase,  bnt  very  ugnifeait  b 
the  partisan  vocabulary. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  transports  having  on  board  s  pMl    ] 
part  of  the  army,  sailed  nnder  convoy  on  the  10th  of  FebmTi 
firom  Savannah  to  North  Edisto  Soond,  where  the  troops  dit^* 
barked  on  the  11th,  on  St.  Johns  Island,  about  thirty  miles  Mo* 
Charleslim.    Thence,  Sir  Heniy  Clintmi  set  oat  for  the  faaok*  ^ 
Ashley  River  opposite  to  the  city,  while  a  part  of  the  fleet  [tf^ 
needed  round  by  sea,  hr  the  porpoae  of  blockading  the  hatfa'^' 
The  advance  of  Sr  Henry  was  alow  and  oantioas.     Mncb  til^ 
was  consumed  by  him  in  fortifying  iatermediata  pcxta,  to  \t0f^ 
a  secure  commnnication  with  ibe  fieeC    He  ordered  from  8«n^ 
nah  all  the  troi^  that  coold  be  spared,  and  wrata  to  Knyphr^ 
sen,  at  New  Tork,  for  reiofbrcementa  from  tbat  place.    "Rit^ 
precaution  was  taken  by  him  to  insure  against  a  secood  rqiob^ 
firom  before  Charleston,  which  might  pnn  &tal  to  hii  milUsr^ 
reputation. 

O^ieral  Lincoln  took  advantage  of  this  downeM  osi'  tlie  p<l# 
of  his  assailant,  to  extend  and  strengthen  tlie  woAt.  CSisilc^ 
ton  stands  at  the  end  of  an  isthmus  fitrmad  bj  tlis  Adil^  ■■>' 
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■Cmiwt  Rivcm  Beyond  tli«  main  works  on  the  land  side  lie  cat 
tcaiul,  fnnn  ono  to  the  olber  of  tLe  swnmps  which  border  these 
I  ri<en.  In  adv&nce  of  the  canal  were  two  rows  ftf  abntis  and  a 
I  diuUe  picketed  ditch.  Within  tlio  canal,  and  lietwccn  it  and 
Lia  works,  were  stroDg  rcdoiibta  Btid  hatteries,  in  open  a 
I  lUakiRg  lire  od  an;  a[ipro3cliing  colamn,  wliJIe  an  inclosed  hnrn- 
I  Wurli  of  ni&sonry  formed  a  kirid  uf  eltadel. 

A  iqaadrun,  cominan<Ied  by  Coramodore  Whipple,  and  com- 
I  fond  of  nine  veEsels  of  war  of  variouH  aizcn,  the  largest  tnoiuit- 
I  En;  bny-fonr  ^ns,  was  U>  co-ojwrate  with  Forts  Mooltrie  and 
tm,  and  the  various  balteriea,  in  the  defence  of  the  harbor. 
I  Virj  were  to  He  licfore  tiiu  bar  so  a.s  to  command  the  entrance 
I  ^  it  (jrcAt  reliance  also  was  placed  on  the  bar  itself,  which  it 
I  »Mlliooght  no  ship^of-the-line  could  paas. 

Ou'emor  IJntledge,  a  man  eminent  for  talents,  patriotism, 
^uph,  and  decision,  was  clothed  with  dictatorial  powers 
'"ringtbe  present  crisis;  he  had  called  out  the  militia  of  the 
I  '*'*'*,  «nd  it  waa  supposed  they  would  duly  obey  the  call.  Large 
I  "-'uihrDements  of  troojrs  also  were  expected  from  the  North. 
lnd«r  all  these  circumstances,  General  Lincoln  yielded  to  the 
I  *<)'nulf»  of  the  inhabitants,  and,  instead  of  remaining  with  his 
I  *RDy  ia  the  open  country,  as  he  had  intended,  shut  himself  up 
"  ^'o  tliem  in  the  place  for  its  defence,  leaving  merely  his  eav- 
"'?  and  two  hundred  light  troojis  outside,  who  were  to  hover 
"'"ut  tlie  enemy  atid  prevent  small  parties  from  marauding. 

ll  was  not  until  the  12th  of  March  that  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
*"''<;ied  his  tardy  approach,  and  look  up  a  position  on  Charlestoa 
^^k,  a  few  miles  above  the  town.  Admiral  Arbuthnot  soon 
^uvcd  an  intention  of  introducing  hia  ships  into  the  harbor  t 
^'^'^Jidiug  their  waists,  anchoring  them  in  a  situation  where 
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thej  miglit  Ule  advaotage  of  the  first  fiivOrmUe  spring-tide,  n) 
ftring  bnD7>  on  the  bar  for  their  guidanoe-  GanuDodore  ^^^^ 
had  hj  thia  time  ascertiuned  hj  Knmding,  thst  a  mrngidabJ 
prevailed  of  the  depth  of  water  in  the  harbor,  and  that  bis 
could  not  anchor  nearer  than  within  three  milee  of  the  b«,  • 
that  it  would  be  impoanble  for  him  to  defend  Uw  pan^ «( i> 
He  quitted  his  station  within  it,  therefiwe,  after  having  dotn^ 
a  part  of  the  enemy's  baoye,  and  took  a  positioD  where  hh  ^ 
night  be  abreitat,  and  form  a  crass-fire  with  the  batteries  af  M 
Hooltrie,  where  Colonel  Pincknej  commanded. 

Washingtun  was  informed  of  Iheae  facts,  by  letbn 
former  aid-de-camp,  Colonel  Laurens,  who  was  in  Charioloi  i 
the  time.  The  information  caused  anxious  forebodings,  "ft 
impracticability  of  defending  the  bar,  I  fear,  amoonta  tolkl* 
of  the  town  and  garrison,"  writes  he  in  reply.  "ItiesDj^ 
pears  to  me,  that  the  propriety  of  attempting  to  defend  ike  W% 
depended  on  tbe  probability  of  defending  the  bar,  andtliatvba 
this  ceased,  the  attempt  ought  to  hare  been  relinqniahod."  T" 
same  opinion  was  expressed  by  him  in  a  letter  to  Baion  Steshii 
"but  at  this  distance,"  adds  he  considerately,  ''we  ca  fin* 
'very  imperfect  judgment  of  its  propriety  or  neoenity.  1 1"** 
the  greatest  reliance  in  General  Lincoln's  prudence,  but  I  a^ 
forbear  dreading  the  erenL" 

His  solicitude  for  the  safety  of  the  Sooth  was  iiujumi,^ 
hearing  of  tbe  embarkation  at  New  York  of  two  thoonil  tit 
hundred  British  and  Hessian  troops,  under  Lord  Bavdoo,  n** 
fbrcements  for  Sir  Henry  Clinton.  It  seemed  evident  the  aetj 
intended  to  pnsh  their  operations  with  vigt»  at  the  Santbi  (^ 
hape,  to  make  it  the  principal  theatre  of  the  war.  <*  We  in  ■" 
b^inciag,"  sud  'Wudun^iL,  "  to  experience  the  &ul  n" 
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of  the  policj  which  dehiyed  calling  upon  the  States  for 
m  quotas  of  men  in  time  to  arrange  and  prepare  them  for  the 
ikieB  of  Iha  field.  What  to  do  for  the  Southern  States,  without 
imlving  coDsegnences  equally  alarming  in  this  quarter,  I  know 

QIadly  would  he  have  hastened  to  the  South  in  person,  but  at 
til  moment  his  utmost  vigilance  was  required  to  keep  watch 
pn  New  York  and  maintain  the  security  of  the  Hudson,  the 
ikal  part  of  the  confederacy.  The  weak  state  of  the  American 
MiDs  of  war&re  in  both  quarters,  presented  a  choice  of  difficul- 
iea  The  South  needed  support.  Could  the  North  give  it  with- 
nt  exposing  itself  to  ruin,  since  the  enemy,  by  means  of  their 
Ups,  could  suddenly  unite  their  forces,  and  fall  upon  any  point 
Jttt  they  might  consider  weak  t  Such  were  the  perplexities  to 
vUch  he  was  continually  subjected,  in  having,  vith  scanty 
Beans,  to  provide  for  the  security  of  a  vast  extent  of  country. 
Bid  with  land  forces  merely,  to  contend  with  an  amplubious 
ioeiny. 

"Congress  will  better  conceive  in  how  delicate  a  situation  we 
^^d,"  writes  he,  "  when  I  inform  them,  that  the  whole  operat- 
^  force  present  on  this  and  the  other  side  of  the  North  Hiver, 
*DKmnt8  only  to  ten  thousand  four  hundred  rank  and  file,  of 
^luch  about  two  thousand  eight  hundred  will  have  completed 
^^  term  of  service  by  the  last  of  May ;  while  the  enemy's  reg- 
QW  force  at  New  York  and  its  dependencies,  must  amount,  upon 
^  OMxierate  calculation,  to  about  eleven  thons-uid  rank  and  file. 
^  situation  is  more  critical  from  the  impossibility  of  concen- 
^'^^ng  our  force,  as  well  for  the  want  of  the  means  of  taking 
Uie  field,  as  on  account  of  the  early  period  of  the  season."  * 

*  Letter  to  the  Prendent,  April  2d. 
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Looking,  boworer,  m  vaaal,  to  tba  good  at  Ab  lAob  Uiii^ 
he  detenninad  lo  Iwn  KmatliitiK  >t  bMMd  in  tha  Middb  81*4 
when  tho  ooontrjr  waa  intcnoU;  ■>  rtnog,  nd  jkld  fnttira^ 
cor  to  the  Soathem  Stste^  wUch  had  not  aqoal  waGtatj  ■dm- 

tages.  With  tlw  oooMiit  of  CragreM,  thsreftn^.  he  pot  tb 
UatjUnd  liM  ondtt  wi»i..hhig  oiden,  tog«ther  with  the  Odmn 
regimeDt,  which  acted  with  it,  and  the  fint  repment  of  aitilkiji 

The  Baron  Do  Kalb^  now  at  the  head  oT  the  HarylaDd  £ri- 
non,  was  imtrncted  to  condoct  thia  detadiment  with  all  kMkli 
the  aid  of  General  linctdn.  He  might  not  arriTe  in  tima  to  pi^ 
rent  the  fall  of  Charleetoo,  hot  he  mif^t  aiut  to  amit  tbi  fN- 
gren  of  the  enemf  and  aare  the  Carolinaa. 

Washington  had  been  put  upon  hia  guard  of  late  aguut  !■- 
trigues,  fonning  by  members  of  the  old  Conway  cabal,  "^ 
intended  to  take  advantage  of  everj  military  diiaatei  t»  dcrtnf 
confidence  in  him.  Hia  steady  mind,  however,  waa  not  to  It 
shaken  by  suapicion.  "  Against  intrigues  of  this  kind  inddat 
to  erery  man  of  a  public  station,"  suil  he,  "his  best  aoppcrt'i'' 
be  a  faithful  discbai^  of  his  duty,  and  he  mnat  rdy  <n  th>  ji>' 
tice  of  his  country  for  the  event." 

His  feelings  at  the  present  juncture  are  admirably  eipn"' 
in  a  letter  to  the  Baron  de  Steuben.  "The  proapect,  wj  ^ 
Baron,  is  gloomy,  and  the  storm  threatens,  bat  I  hiqie «•■''' 
extricate  ourselves,  and  bring  every  thing  to  a  proaperoni  i'^ 
I  have  been  so  innred  to  difficultiee,  in  tba  oooive  ot  iUm  coitA 
that  I  have  learned  to  look  np<m  them  with  more  tisaqiuDi? 
than  formerly.  Thoae  which  now  preaent  themselves,  no  ^'^ 
require  vigorous  exertiooa  to  overcome  them,  and  /  am  fif  r^ 
deapairwg  o/doutg  it"  * 

■  VaMogim't  Tritisp,  vIL  lOi 


CHAPTER  IV. 

BK  COWTUrUITAL  CURKVNCT — ^Mn^ITART  REFORMS  PROPOSED  BY 

arosf— coKOREss  jealous  or  militart  power-— oomxtitbb  or 

lEirr  TO  CONFER  WITH  WASHINGTON — LOSSES  BY  DEPRECIATION  Or 
UtSNCT  TO  BR  MADE  GOOD  TO  THE  TROOPS — .VRRIVAL  OF  LAPAY- 
CHEME  FOR  A  COMBINED  ATTACK  UPON  NEW  YORK — ^ARNOLD  HAS 
kND  DIFFICULTIES — HIS  PROPOSALS  TO  THE  FRENCH  MINISrER — 
TO  RETURN  TO  THE  ARMY — MUTINY  OF  THE  CONNECTICUT  TROOPS 
IXOTON  WRITES  TO  REED  FOR  AID  FROM  PENNSYLVANIA— K30OD 
\  OP  HIS  LETTER. 

cited  the  depreciation  of  the  currency  as  a  main  cause 
Bculties  and  distresses  of  the  army.  The  troops  were 
)aper  money  at  its  nominal  value.     A  memorial  of  the 

the  Jersey  line  to  the  legislature  of  their  State,  repre- 
i  depreciation  to  be  so  great,  that  four  months*  pay  of  a 
Idier  would  not  procure  for  his  family  a  single  bushel  of 
he  pay  of  a  colonel  would  not  purchase  oats  for  his 
I  a  common  laborer  or  express  rider  could  earn  four 
pay  in  paper  of  an  American  officer, 
ess,  too,  in  its  exigencies,  being  destitute  of  the  power 
^  taxes,  which  vested  in  the  St«te  governments,  de- 
on  those  governments,  in  their  separate  capacities,  the 
►f  supporting  the  army.    This  produced  a  great  inequal- 

condition  of  the  troops ;  according  to  the  means  and 
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f  iirniihed  thnr  troopf  amply,  not  only  wilk  dfittfafc  bil  wilk     i 
mtokj  oom&rts  and  caawmmDami  otben  iran  mam  CMrtwntii 


in  tlietr  saj^iies;  while  otlien  left  their  tioopi  alnoit  dMiiMa 
Some  of  the  Stafteei  too^  ondertook  to  make  good  to  their  traap 
the  loM  in  their  pay  caoied  bj  the  d^reciatkm  of  the  cancBcj. 
Ab  this  was  not  general,  it  increased  the  JneqnaKty  of  eoafitioa 
Those  who  £ued  worse  than  others  were  incensed,  not  mHj 
against  their  own  State,  bat  against  the  confirferacy.  Tbgj  mn 
disgusted  with  a  service  that  made  sodi  injniioas  dtttinctioDi- 
Some  of  the  <^Bcers  resigned,  finding  it  impossiUe,  under  setnl 
circomstances,  to  maintain  an  appearance  snitahle  to  their  mk 
The  men  had  not  this  resource.  They  mnrmnred  and  shoved  ft 
tendency  to  seditious  combinations. 

These,  and  other  defects  in  the  military  system,  were  presnd 
by  Washington  apon  the  attention  of  Congress  in  a  letter  to  the 
President:  ^It  were  devoady  to  be  wished,**  observed  he,  ''thit 
a  plan  could  be  devised  by  which  every  thing  relating  to  the 
army  could  be  conducted  on  a  general  principle,  nnder  the  dix«^ 
lion  of  Congress.  Tfiis  alone  can  give  harmony  and  coonstee^ 
to  our  military  establishment,  and  I  am  persuaded  it  will  be  i^ 
nitely  conducive  to  public  economy.**  ^ 

In  consequence  of  this  letter  it  was  proposed  in  Oongres^^ 
send  a  committee  of  three  of  its  members  to  head-qnaiter^  ^ 
consult  with  the  oommander-in-chie^  and,  in  oonjnnctioa  '^^ 
him,  to  effect  such  reforms  and  changes  in  the  various  dep^ 
nients  of  the  army  as  might  be  deemed  necessary.  Wania  ^ 
bates  ensued.     It  was  objected  that  this  wonld  pot  too  xs^ 
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■to  a  few  bands,  and  especially  into  those  of  tbe  com- 
In-cluef;  "(Aof  his  infiaenet  lotw  tUrea^y  too  great;  that 
tirtua  (\ff'ordttl  moliits  for  alarm  ;  thai,  tlie  enthiifinmi  of 
I  joiiied  to  tlie  land  of  diclalorMp  aireailff  confiitrl  to  him, 
ftf*  and  the  Uoiieil  SlnUa  at  ha  Tnercj/;  that  it  ma  not  ex- 
I  trpoir.  a  man  of  the  lughest  rii-ttiai  la  siurh  templatioat."  * 
(br^oing  passage  from  a  deapntch  of  the  French  miniBlcr 
pveraiDCDt,  is  strongly  illustrative  nf  the  cautious  jcal- 
I  existing  in  Congress  with  regard  to  military  power, 
pgh  wielded  by  Woshin^n. 

r  A  prolonged  debate,  a  committee  of  three  was  chosen 
(t  it  consisted  of  General  Schuyler  and  Measrs.  John 
li  and  Nathaniel  Peabody.  It  was  a  great  Batisfaction  to 
[ton  to  have  his  old  friend  and  coadjutor,  Schuyler,  near 
kis  capacity,  in  wliich,  he  declare<l,  no  man  could  be  more 
^(ixim  his  perfect  knowledge  of  the  resources  of  the  coun- 
•clivity  of  his  temper,  his  fruitfolness  of  exp«itienta,  and 
i  military  sense"  t 

eommittce,  on  arriving  at  the  camp,  found  the  dixastrntiH 
affairs  bad  not  been  exaggerated.  For  five  months  the 
id  been  unpaid.  Every  departjnent  was  destitute  n{ 
IT  credit ;  there  were  rarely  provisions  for  sis  days  in  ail- 
m  sumc  occasions  the  troops  had  been  for  several  siicceB- 
B  without  meat ;  there  was  no  forage ;  the  medical  de- 
k  bad  neither  tea,  chocolate,  wiiit;,  nor  spiritaims  liipiors 
Bnd.  "  Yet  the  men,"  said  Washington,  "  have  borne 
Itress  in  general,  with  a  firmness  and  patience  never  ex- 
and  every  commendation  is  due  to  the  olliccrs  for  eocoui- 

•  Wwhlugtoo'i  Writings,  Sp«rk*|  vot.  vii.  p.  15. 
^  Wuhmgtoii  to  Jamu  Duaiw,  Spark*,  vii.  31> 
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aging  them  to  it  b]r  mboitetion  and  wnnp^a.  fliej  ham  itf 
fend  eqotllf  witli  the  ^en,  utd,  tbrir  reUtin  dtoatkba  flSMi^ 
erad,  rather  mora."  Indeed,  we  bxn  it  frnn  aartlMr  — Ihuil^ft 
that  nuui^  offlcen  fer  loiiie  time  lired  cm  bre»d  and  dieeR^  nAtr 
tiun  take  anf  of  the  icantj  allowance  of  meat  from  the  m«D.* 

To  ■ootbe  the  diacontenta  of  the  »naj,  and  coantenct  di 
alarming  efiects  of  the  depreciation  of  the  cnrrencj,  Ocagm 
now  adopted  the  meaanra  already  obeerred  by  iome  of  the  Statm, 
and  engaged  lo  make  good  to  the  Continental  and  the  isdq» 
dent  troops  the  difference  in  the  ralne  of  their  pay  cufed  If 
thia  depreciation ;  and  that  all  moneyi  or  other  aitkln  ho*- 
fore  receired  by  them,  Bhoold  be  oonridered  as  adranoed  on  » 
count,  and  comprehended  at  their  jnst  value  in  the  final  seUlemecL 

At  this  gloomy  crisis  came  a  letter  from  the  Haiqnis  it  I* 
&yette,  dated  April  87th,  announcing  his  arriral  at  BostoL 
Washington's  eyes,  wo  are  told,  wera  soffiued  witii  teanab 
read  this  meet  welcome  epistle^  and  the  warmth  with  whidi  it 
replied  to  it,  showed  his  affectionate  regard  far  this  yoong  noUt- 
man.  "  I  receired  your  letter,"  writes  he,  "  with  all  the  joj  M 
the  sincerest  friendship  conld  dictate,  and  witit  that  impatiaM 
which  an  ardent  desire  to  see  yon  conld  not  fail  to  inqii*' 
*  *  *  I  most  sincerely  congratnlate  yon  (m  yonr  safe  sifi**! 
in  America,  and  shall  embrace  yoa  with  all  the  warmth  of  ■> 
affectionate  friend  when  yon  come  to  head-qnarteta,  iriKie  s  M 
is  prepared  for  you." 

He  wonld  immediately  hare  sent  a  tioc^  of  hone  to  WH^ 
the  marqnia  throngfa  the  tory  settlements  between  HcKiisfaiwii  isl 
the  Hudson,  had  he  known  the  nmte  he  intended  to  take;  tbi 

•Gen.  WimsmLa!netoJo«phIta»L     Bwd^  Mmol^  *d.  B.  p.  M. 
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et,  arrivecl  safe  at  head-qourtera  on  the  I2tli  of  Waf, 
I  welcomed  with  acclamations,  for  he  was  popatar 
k  olGcers  and  soldiers.  Washington  folded  him  in  his 
I  *  truly  paternal  enihrace,  and  the;  were  Boon  closeted 
I  t&lh  over  the  state  of  affairs,  when  Lafayette  made 
e  rcsalt  of  his  visit  to  France.  His  generous  efforts  at 
n  crowned  with  success,  and  be  brovight  the  animat- 
ligence  that  a  French  fleet,  under  the  Chevalier  de  Ter- 
tto  put  to  sea  earlj'  in  April,  bringing  a  body  of  troops 
I  Count  de  Rochambeau,  and  might  soon  be  expected  on 
■to  co-operate  with  the  American  forces ;  this,  however, 
It  libetty  to  make  known  only  to  Washington  and  Con- 

•Ining  hat  a  single  day  at  hcad-qoartcrs,  he  hastened  on 
fet  of  goveramenl,  where  he  met  the  reception  which  his 
lenthusiasm  in  the  cause  of  American  Independence  had 
pedted.  Congress,  in  a  resolution  on  the  ICth  of  May, 
pd  his  return  to  America  to  resume  his  command  a  fresh 
Ithe  disinterested  zea!  and  persevering  attachment  which 
nd  him  the  public  confidence  and  applause,  and  rec«ived 
pare  a  "  tender  of  the  further  services  of  so  gallant  and 
pa  an  officer." 

in  three  days  after  the  departure  of  the  marquis  froni 
Irn,  Washington,  in  a  letter  to  him,  gave  his  idea  of  the 
Mh  it  would  be  proper  for  the  French  fle«t  and  army  to 
I  their  arrival  upon  the  coast.  The  reduction  of  New 
Bonsiilered  the  first  enterprise  to  be  attempted  by  the 
ing  forces.  The  whole  effective  land  force  of  the  enemy 
Ud  at  about  eight  thousand  regulars  and  four  thousand 
b  some  militia,  on  which  no  great  dependence  could 
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be  placed.  Tbeir  nsr«I  taax  ccnrirtwl  of  ana  ■bhmIji  tarn  ga 
■hip,  and  tUree  or  four  imall  fngnUm.  Id  An  — *T-*t—  tttSmt 
the  French  fleet  might  enter  the  hMbor  and  g»n  -pamarnkm  d  k 
without  difficulty,  cnt  off  ite  ooounnnioitiaiii,  and,  with  Ob  »    . 

toleration  of  the  Amerkaa  army,  oblige  the  ri^  to  cifitoW 
He  adriaed  LafitTette,  therefore,  to  write  to  the  Yimdi  «■■ 
naDdere,  nrging  them,  on  their  airiral  on  the  ooaat,  to  pcOBMd 
with  their  land  and  naral  foroee,  with  all  e^editioo,  to  flke^ 
Hook,  and  there  awut  fiuther  adricea ;  dunld  thajr  lean,  Wt- 
erer,  that  the  expedidon  under  Sir  Henry  CUnttm  had  rttaiHJ 
from  the  Soath  to  New  Te^  they  were  to  praoaed  to  Bkida 
Island. 

General  Arnold  was  at  this  time  in  Philadelphia,  oitd  Vt 
connection  with  Bubeeqnent  eventa  reqnires  a  few  words  cai«n- 
ing  his  career,  daily  becoming  more  perplexed.  He  had  ■£•>■ 
petitioned  Congress  on  the  anbject  of  his  acconnts.  The  Boin 
of  Treasury  had  made  a  report  far  short  of  his  wishes,  lb  ^ 
appealed,  and  his  appeal,  together  with  all  the  docnawnti  os- 
nected  with  the  case,  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  threa  1^ 
old  donbts  and  difflcultiea  continoed :  there  was  no  ptoqMctdf  ■ 
apeedy  settlement ;  he  was  in  extremity.  The  French  niutfi 
M.  de  Luzeme,  was  at  band ;  a  generons-spirited  man,  vbo  v 
manifested  admiration  of  his  military  character.  To  him  iiwf 
now  repaired  in  his  exigency ;  made  a  passianate  repnavtriff 
of  the  hardahipe  of  hie  case ;  the  inreterate  faoetDity  hs  tad  o- 
perienced  from  Pennsylvania;  the  ingratitude  of  hti  aaabT' 
the  disorder  brooght  into  his  private  a^ra  by  the  var,  and  Al 
necessity  he  should  be  driven  to  of  abandonisg  hia  |«AmWi 
unless  he  conld  borrow  a  sum  equal  to  the  amount  </  hia  dAi 
8uch  a  loan,  he  intimated,  it  mi^t  be  the  intereat  of  tbe  Kingil 
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ic«t  to  grant,  thereby  seciiring  Ihi;  atUchraent  and  gratituJe 
a  American  general  of  his  rank  ami  influence. 
9lie  Frunth  minister  was  too  raufh  of  a  diplomatist  not  to 
nUuid  the  l)eai'ing  of  the  intimatioD,  hui  he  shrank  from  it, 
rring  tliat  the  service  required  WDuld.  degrade  both  parties. 
hen  the  envoy  of  a  foreign  power,"  said  he,  "  gii'ea,  or  if  you 
,  lends  money,  it  ia  ordinarily  to  corrupt  those  who  receive 
ul  to  make  them  the  creatures  cf  the  sovereign  whom  ho 
Mi  or  rMber,  be  corrupts  without  perauadisg;  ho  buys  and 
innt  secure.  But  the  league  entered  into  between  the  king 
itbe  United  States,  ts  the  work  of  justice  and  of  the  wisest 
It  has  for  its  ba^  a  reciprocal  interest  and  good  will, 
mission  with  which  I  am  charged,  my  true  glory  consista 
Ufilling  it  without  intrigue  or  cabal  (  without  resorting  ta  any 
it  practices,  and  by  the  force  atone  of  the  conditions  of  the 

I-  de  Luzerne  endeai'ored  to  soften  this  repulse  and  reproof, 
mnplimenting  Arnold  on  the  splendor  uf  his  past  career,  and 
dlading  to  the  field  of  glory  still  before  hiui ;  but  the  pres- 
I  of  debts  wue  not  to  be  lightened  by  compliments,  and 
»ii  retired  from  the  interview,  a  mortified  and  desperate  man. 
Bt  was  in  tliis  mood  when  be  heard  of  the  expected  arrival 
id  from  France,  and  the  talk  of  an  active  campaign.  U 
Md  as  if  his  militaiy  ambition  waa  once  more  aroused.  To 
■ntl  Scliuyler,  who  was  about  to  visit  the  camp  as  one  of  the 
BjiUee,  he  wrote  on  the  25tb  of  May,  expressing  a  determi- 
ID  to  rejoin  the  army,  although  his  wounds  still  made  it 
bl  u>  walk  or  ride,  and  intimated,  that,  in  his  present 
t  West  Point  would  be  best  united  to 
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In  ttjAj,  Gtnenl  Schajkr  vfol*  tnm  Mnratawn,  Jn»  H 
that  be  Ud  pot  AitMltTt  lettar  into  WmUagUa^  imA,  mi 
added :  ■*  Ha  «Jt|jnMul  a  denn  to  do  wbatcnr  waa  a^iiaaHi  t* 
jco,  dwelt  oa  joor  ahflitjei^  jmr  neriti,  joax  MiBeiiugfL,  aad  m 
the  well  tamed  daina  700  liavQ  on  jonr  ooontiy,  and  jti't— rY*. 
that  aanoB  aa  hia  anaagcmqito  fcr  the  anpaiga  AooU  lib 
placc^  he  w»ld  pnparlj  eonndcT  jno.' 

Id  the  mean  tim^  the  anaj  with  which  Waahingtoi  tm  to 
eo-opcnte  in  the  pwjectad  attack  ^on  Hew  Toric,  WM  nth 
daead  \j  the  departore  of  tioape  whoae  tenn  had  aiqara^  ai 
the  1 1  nli  iiiaa  in  fnraidung  ieoiuil%  that  it  did  not  anopl 
qnite  to  fonr  tboBBand  tank  and  file,  fit  for  dutj.  Among  Aw 
wu  a  preraleDt  discontent  Their  paj  was  five  montla  in 
airear  -,  if  now  pud,  it  would  be  in  Continental  cvnvKj,  *itl>- 
oot  allowance  for  depreciation,  oonaeqnently,  almoat  wortUcaf* 
present  parpoecs. 

A  long  interval  of  acardt^  and  aeveral  da^a  <rf  aetoal  &■il>^ 
brongbt  matters  to  a  crisiB.  On  Ute  25th  of  May,  in  the  dak  •( 
the  evening,  two  regiments  of  the  Connecticnt  line  iiiiililiH  * 
their  parade  hj  beat  of  dram,  and  declared  their  intentitn  ^ 
march  home  bag  and  baggage,  **  or,  at  best,  to  gain 
at  the  point  of  the  bajtmet."  Colonel  Muga,  while 
to  Bupprees  the  mntiny,  waa  atnick  by  one  of  the  aoldien.  So* 
officers  of  the  Pennsylvania  line  came  to  his  fiirtriirtinTr.  pandaf 
their  r^menta.  Ev^  argument  and  ej^owtnlation  wai  ^ 
with  the  matineers.  They  wen  renundad  of  their  patt  p^ 
condoct,  of  the  noble  objects  for  which  they  wen  ooattadiit 
and  of  the  fhtnre  indemniflcations  iffomised  by  Coogreaa.  TW 
aniwer  was,  that  their  snSerings  were  too  great  to  he  allajad  If 
piumisea,  in  i(\ac\i  Vbfi^  had  little  iaith ;  they  wanted  prcwit 
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and  some  present  substantial  recompense  for  their  gcF' 

t  waa  with  dlffit-nlty  they  coulil  be  prevailed  upon  to  retam 
r  hnts.  Indeed,  a  few  turned  out  a  second  time,  with  their 
kod  were  not  to  be  pacified.     These  \vere  arrested  and 


mutiny,  Washington  declared,  had  given  him  infinitely 
concern  than  any  tiling  that  hod  ever  happened,  especially 
I  had  no  means  of  paying  the  troops  excepting  in  Continen- 
loney,  which,  said  he,  "is  evidently  iniprac  lie  able  from  the 
mse  qoanUty  it  would  require  to  pay  them  as  much  as  nuuld 
I  up  the  depreeiation."  Ilia  uneasiness  was  increased  by 
ig  that  printed  handbills  were  secretly  disseminated  in  bis 
I  by  the  enemy,  containing  addresses  to  the  soldiery,  per- 
Ing  them  to  desert.' 

D  this  alarming  state  of  destitution,  Wiubington  looked 
ianxionsly  for  bread  for  his  famishing  troops.  New  York, 
!y,  Pennsylrania,  and  Maryland,  were  what  he  termed  hia 
ir  country."  Virginia  was  sufticiently  tasked  to  supply  the 
h.  New  York,  by  legislative  coercion,  bad  already  given  all 
ibe  could  spare  from  tile  subsistence  of  ber  inhabitants. 
ly  was  exhausted  by  the  long  residence  of  the  army.  Mary- 
liad  made  great  exertions,  and  might  etill  do  sometliiiig 
^  and  Delaware  might  contribute  handsomely,  in  proportion 
r extent:  but  Pennsylvania  was  now  the  chief  dependence, 
Ut  State  was  represented  to  be  full  of  flour.  Waaliiiigton's 
rat  the  16th  of  December,  to  President  Beed,  bad  obtained 
orary  relief  from    that  quarter;     he  now   wrote  to  him  a 

*  tittUr  to  Che  Preiident  oC  Cong.,  Ma/  37.     Spntki,  'i 
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second  time,  utd  Mill  more  wsMdy.  "Ereiy  ideK  jm  MB 
furm  of  our  dialresses,  will  £dl  abort  of  the  ralitj.  Tlxnli 
nich  a  combinatiun  of  circumeUncn  to  giliwwt  the  patkan  ti 
the  aoldiery,  that  it  begiiu  at  leaglli  to  be  worn  oat,  and  wo  ne 
in  ererr  line  of  the  ermj,  feotorae  of  mntinj  Kid  Boditioo.  Afl 
OUT  deputments,  all  our  opentioiu,  are  at  a  stand,  aid  ubIbss  a 
system  very  diflerent  from  tliat  which  has  a  long  timie  pnnab^ 
he  immediatelj  adopted  throogfaont  the  States,  oar  aflUn  mnt 
aoon  become  desperate  bejond  the  ponilulity  ct  neamy." 

Nothing  disoonraged  Washingttm  mora  than  the  lethaqy 
that  seemed  to  deaden  the  public  mind.  He  qieaka  ot  it  wit!  t.  ' 
degree  of  despondency  scarcely  ever  before  exhilnted.  "I  bn 
almost  ceased  to  hope.  The  country  is  in  such  a  state  of  inui-  j 
sibility  and  indifference  to  its  interestH,  that  I  dare  not  fliUv 
myself  with  any  change  for  the  better."  And  agmn, — "He 
present  jancture  is  so  interesting,  that  if  it  does  not  produce  co^ 
respondent  exertions,  it  will  be  a  proof  that  motives  of  hoooo^ 
public  good,  and  even  self-preservation,  have  lost  their  infiaaM 
on  our  minds.  This  is  a  decisive  moment ;  one  of  the  most,  I 
will  go  further,  and  say,  the  most  important  America  hu  MS- 
Tbe  court  of  France  has  made  a  glunoos  efibrt  ibr  cm'  iaHttt- 
ance,  and  if  we  disappoint  its  intentions  by  oar  snirinenM,  ** 
must  become  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  all  mankind,  nor  (M 
we  after  that  venture  to  confide  that  oar  allies  will  persist  in  0 
attempt  to  establish  what,  it  wUl  appear,  we  want  inclinatioa* 
ability  to  asust  them  in."  With  these  and  similar  obsemtiM 
he  sought  to  rouse  President  Beed  to  eztraordinaiy  enilic 
"This  u  a  time,"  writes  he,  "to  haiard  and  to  take  a  tiaei' 
energy  and  decision.  All  parties  bnt  the  dtsaflbcted  wiH  se^ 
esce  in  the  necesuty  and  ^ve  it  their  sapporL"     He  nig«i  iU" 
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I  upon  Ihe  le^latitre  of  Pennsylvania  the  policy  of  in- 
Rlng  its  executive  with  plenipotentiary  powers.  "I  should 
"  writes  he^  "expect  every  thing  from  your  ability  and  zval. 
B  ia  no  time  for  formality  or  ceremony.  The  crisis  in  every 
r  is  extraordinary,  and  extraordinary  expedients  are 
I  am  decided  in  this  opinion." 
His  1«itter  procured  relief  for  the  army  from  the  legislature, 
uul  n'resolve  empowering  the  president  and  cuuncil,  during  its 
twMs,  to  declare  martial  law,  shoolil  circumatancea  reader  it  ex- 
[wiicnt.  ''This,"  observes  Reed,  "gives  ns  a  power  of  doing 
■iul  may  be  necessary  without  attending  to  the  ordinary  course 
of  Uw,  and  we  shall  endeavor  to  exercise  it  with  prudence  anl 
moJcration."  • 

In  like  manner,  Washington  endeavored  to  rouse  the  dormant 
^K  of  Congress,  and  impart  to  it  Iiis  own  indomitable  energy. 
"  C«rtain  I  am,"  writes  be  to  a  member  of  that  )>udy,  "  unless 
Congress  sjieak  in  a  mure  decisive  tone,  unless  they  aro  vested 
■lib  powers  by  the  several  States,  competent  to  the  purposes  of 
*>^  or  assume  them  as  matters  of  right,  and  they  and  the  States 
''^poclivfly  act  with  more  energy  than  they  have  hitherto  done, 
''"I  our  cause  is  lost.  We  can  no  longer  drudge  on  in  the  old 
"*.''■  By  ill-timing  the  adoption  of  measures,  by  delays  in  the 
■■'eciition  of  them,  or  by  unwarran table  jealousies,  we  incur 
'ii'mnous  exjiensea  and  derive  no  benefit  from  ihem.  One  State 
'ill  comply  with  a  requisition  of  Congress;  another  neglects  to 
'^  it ;  a  third  executes  it  by  halves ;  and  all  ditiiT,  cither  in  the 
"woei,  the  matter,  or  so  much  in  point  of  time,  that  we  are 
*'**y^  working  np-hlll ;  and,  while  such  a  system  as  the  present 
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Miree  dependent  on  their  rea 
powenof  Congren  dediaiiij 

rcsjjecl  ivhioh  sro  dne  to  the 
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CHAPTEE   V. 

• 

■Bill  or  CBARUSnOH  OOimHVED — ^BRflVtR  SHIPS  TSTEB  TSK  HARBOR — ^BRIT- 
HR  TROOn  MARCH  FROM  SATANRAH — ^TARLBTOR  AND  HIS  DRAGOORS—HIS 
•irSH  WITH  OOLOXBL  WASHDIOTOR— KHIARLBSrOR  RKIRFORCKD  BY  WOOD- 
ft>10— TARLETOM's  exploits  at  MOHK's  corker — AT  UINRAU*S  FKRRT — 
Mt  HBRRT  CURTOR  REINFORCED — CRARLE8T0R  CAPITULATES — ^AFFAIR  OF 
TAUJROR  ARD  BUFORO  OR  THE  WAZHAW— «IR  HERRT  CLIRTOR  EMBARKS 
>0t  REW  TORE. 

b  %  preceding  chapter  we  left  the  British  fleet  under  Admiral 
<Ajlmtlmot,  preparing  to  force  its  way  into  the  harbor  of  Charlcs- 
^^^  Several  days  elapsed  before  the  ships  were  able,  by  taking 
^t  their  guns,  provisions,  and  water,  and  availing  themselves  of 
^ind  and  tide,  to  pass  the  bar.  They  did  so  on  the  20th  of 
'■**»th,  with  but  slight  opposition  from  several  galleys.  Commo- 
^^  Whipple,  then,  seeing  the  vast  superiority  of  their  force, 
'^^e  a  second  retrograde  move,  stationing  some  of  his  ships  in 
^^^per  River,  and  sinking  the  rest  at  its  mouth  so  as  to  prevent 
**«  enemy  from  running  up  that  river,  and  cutting  off  communi- 
^^D  with  tho  country  on  the  east :  the  crews  and  heavy  can- 
■^  Were  landed  to  aid  in  the  defence  of  the  town. 

The  reinforcements  expected  from  the  North  were  not  yet 
;  the  militia  of  the  State  did  not  appear  at  Governor  Rut- 
^■^e*g  command,  and  other  reliances  were  failing.     ^^  ^iwcv^  vA 
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the  North  Carolina  militia  whose  temu  have  expired  feave  uto* 
day/'  writes  Lincoln  to  Washington,  on  the  20th  of  Mvth. 
''  Thej  cannot  be  persuaded  to  remain  longer,  though  the  enony 
are  in  our  neighborhood."  * 

At  this  time  the  reinforcements  wliich  Sir  Henry  ClintoD  bid 
ordered  from  Savannah  were  marching  toward  the  Cambajee 
under  Brigadier-general  Patterson.  On  his  flanks  moved  Major 
Ferguson  with  a  corps  of  riflemen,  and  Major  Cochrane  with  tlie 
infantry  of  the  British  legion;  two  brave  and  enterprising. offi- 
cers. It  was  a  toilsome  march,  through  swamps  and  difficult 
])a8sc8.  Being  arrived  in  the  neighborhood  of  Port  Royal,  where 
Taileton  Lad  succeeded,  though  indifferently,  in  remounting  hi* 
dragoons,  Patterson  sent  orders  to  that  officer  to  join  him- 
Tarleton  hastened  to  obey  the  order.  His  arrival  was  timely.  The 
Carolina  militia  having  heard  that  all  the  British  horses  had  per- 
ished at  sea,  made  an  attack  on  the  front  of  General  Pattersons 
force,  supposing  it  to  be  without  cavalry.  To  their  surprise, 
Tarleton  charged  them  with  his  dragoons,  routed  them,  took  sev- 
eral prisoners,  and,  what  was  more  acceptable,  a  number  of 
horses,  some  of  the  militia,  he  says,''  being  accoutred  as  cavaliers. 

Tarleton  had  soon  afterwards  to  encounter  a  worthy  antago- 
nist in  Colonel  William  Washington,  the  same  cavahy  office 
who  had  distinguished  himself  at  Trenton,  and  was  destined  to 
distinguish  himself  still  more  in  this  Southern  campaign.  H^ 
is  described  as  being  six  feet  in  height,  broad,  stout  and  ooip^ 
lent  }k)ld  in  the  field,  careless  in  the  camp ;  kind  to  his  sol' 
diers;  harassing  to  his  enemies;  gay  and  good-humored;^^ 
an  upright  heart  and  a  generous  hand,  a  universal  faTorite.    **^ 

^  Cwt^yttM^gMft  tX.  ^%  Ew,^  ToL  U.  p.  419 


p.]  BIEOE   OP   CHitll-ESTON.  45 

now  M  the  head  of  a  b(«]y  of  Continental  cavalry,  consist- 
ef  his  own  and  Bland's  light-horse,  and  Puliuski's  IiuEsars. 
took  plaoe  in  the  neighborhood  of  Rantoui's  Brid(,'«. 
lel  Washington  had  the  advantage,  took  several  prisoners, 
[)ve  back  the  dragoons  of  the  British  legion,  bat  durst  nut 
them  for  want  of  infantry* 

the  7th  of  April,  Brigadier-general  Woodford  with  seven 
Virginia  troops,  after  a  forcud  march  of  five  hundred 
thirty  days,  crossed  from  the  east  side  of  Cooper  Biver, 
nly  passage  now  open,  and  threw  himself  into  Charles- 
It  was  a  timely  reinforcement,  and  joyfully  welcomed  ;  for 
garrison,  when  in  greatpst  force,  amounted  to  little  more 
in  two  thousand  regulars  and  one  ihouaand  North  Carolina 
ifitia. 
Abont  the  same  time  Admiral  Arbnthnot,  in  the  Roebuck, 
led  Sullivan's   Island,  with   a  fresh  southerly  breejte,   at  the 
Wof  a  squa<lron  of  seven  armed  vessels  and  two  transports. 
9l  wu  a  magnificent  spectacle,  sa^sfactory  to  the  royaitsts," 
Ritci  the  admiral.     The  whigs  regarded  it  with  a  rueful  eye. 
WWel  Pinckney  opened  a  heavy  caononade  from  the  batteries 
fort  Moultrie.     The  ships  thundered  in  reply,  and  cloudg  of 
lAfl  were  raised,  under  tlie  cover  of  which  they  slipped  by, 
(ft  no  greater  loss  than  twenty-seven  men  killed  and  wounded, 
■tore-ship  which  followed  the  squ&dron  ran  aground,  was  set 
fire  Mid  abandoned,  and  subsequently  blew  up.     The  ships 
ik  »  position  near  Fort  Johnston,  just  without  the  range  of  the 
*  from  the  American  batteries.     After  the  passage  of  the 
^  Colonel  Piiicicney  and  a  part  of  the  garrison  withdrew  from 
*t  MmiUric. 

'  GwibHi,  111.  p.  3u2 — tet  abo  Tarltton,  ttisl.  Coiiipaign,  p.  ft. ' 


46  ura  or  wAnmnmnr.  pm 

Tks  nxmy  had  br  tin  tfaM  ooMpletod  Ui  tnt  paidki  >' 
the  town  being  slmMt  entinlj  inreitod  I17  na  nd  lan^  imMI 
ft  jtrint  lununons  from  the  Britirit  gaaenl  and  admid  to  ■■!•■ 
der.  -  Sixty  itjt  hAta  paasd,"  wiUm  IJnooln  in  rafiy,  *■» 
it  baa  bevu  koon  that  jmit  intmtioM  agatnit  thia  tows  itn 
hostile^  in  which,  time  has  bwn  aSbidad  to  abandon  it,  bit  A^ 
and  inclination  point  to  the  projiriet;  of  mppOTting  it  to  tkhrt 
cxtremitj* 

The  Britiah  batterica  w«n  now  opened.  Hh  naga  «■  w- 
ried  im  deUberataly  by  regular  parallda,  and  oa  m  aeale  of  ■(■ 
nitnde  acareely  warmnted  by  the  modarata  atiength  of  Iha  ^t* 
A  great  object  with  the  beri^od  waa  to  keep  opm  tin  dnsad 
of  coinmQDicatiun  with  the  country  by  the  Cooper  Krer,  tba  Iv* 
that  remained  by  which  they  conld  receive  reinfbrcemeDti  W 
supplies,  or  could  retreat,  if  neceuary.  For  this  pnrpoM,  Go*' 
emor  Rntledge,  leaving  the  town  in  the  care  of  lieatenaid-gv 
emor  Oadsden,  and  one  half  of  the  execntire  coancil,  set  cff  vi*^ 
the  other  hal(  and  endeavored  to  roose  the  militia  between  tb 
Cooper  and  Santeo  Riven.  His  anoccM  waa  extremely  limit*^ 
Two  militia  poets  were  eetabliehed  by  him;  one  betwea  ll)"* 
rivers,  the  other  at  a  ferry  on  the  Bantee ;  some  legnlar  tn^ 
also,  had  been  detached  by  Lincoln  to  throw  np  worki  abcnt  ■■>* 
miles  above  the  town,  on  the  Waodo,  a  branch  of  Cooper  Bi<*'i 
and  at  Lempriere's  Ptnnt  -,  and  Biigadier-genenl  Hnger,*  ^  * 
force  of  militia  and  Continoital  cavalry,  inolnding  thcM  of  Cm^ 
nel  William  Washington,  was  sUtioned  at  Uonk'a  Oonar,  ■Ix"' 
thirty  miles  above  Chariestoo,  to  guard  the  passea  at  tht  '>■* 
waters  of  Cooper  Biver. 

■  Praaomioed  Hagw    tt  Fnaek  BsfMoot  imamt 
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Henry  Clinton,  when  proceeding  with  his  second  parallel, 
Lieu  ten  &nt -colonel  Webster  with  fourteen  hundred  men 
break  up  these  posts.  The  moat  distant  one  was  that  of  llu- 
pft  caralry  at  Monk's  Corner.  The  surpriaal  of  this  was  en- 
■ted  to  Tarleloo,  who,  with  his  dragoons,  was  in  Webster's 
Innood  gnsrd.  He  was  to  be  seconded  hy  Major  Patrick  Fei^ 
with  his  riflemen. 
Ferguson  was  a  fit  associate  for  Tarkton,  in  hardy,  Bcram- 
1^  pardaan  enterprise ;  equally  intrepid  and  determined,  but 
br  and  more  open  to  impulses  of  liumanity.  He  was  the  son 
u  eminent  Scotch  judge,  had  entered  the  army  at  an  early 
,  and  served  in  the  German  wars.  The  British  estuUed  him 
nperior  to  the  American  Indians,  in  the  use  of  the  rifle,  in 
It,  as  being  the  best  marksman  living.  He  had  invented  ons 
cb  Dould  be  loaded  at  the  breech  and  ilischarged  seven  times 
1  minute.  It  had  been  nsed  with  effect  by  his  corps.  Wash- 
too,  according  U>  British  authority,  Imd  owed  his  life  at  the 
tie  of  Germanlown,  soluly  to  Ferguson's  ignorance  of  his  per 
I  having  reucatedly  been  within  r«ach  of  the  colonel's  uuerr* 
rifle.' 

■Oa  the  evening  of  the  13th  of  April,  Tarleton  moved  with 
iTui  toward  Monk's  Corner.  A  night  march  had  been  judged 
[DDst  advisable.  It  was  made  in  profound  silence  and  by 
Cqiiented  roads.  In  the  courfio  of  the  march,  a  negro  was 
ricd  attempting  to  avoid  notice.  He  was  seized.  A  letter 
fimnd  on  him  from  an  officer  in  Iluger's  camp,  from  which 
lleiun  learned  somelhing  of  its  situation  and  the  distribution 
Ae  troops.     A  few  dollars  gained  the  services  of  the  negro  aa 

■  Annaal  Rr^sler,  I7fll,  p.  &3. 
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ft  guide.    The  Baii«iBd  of  Genatal  Hngw^  eaap  im  W|ii«ljii, 
Several  ofllcen  And  men  who  lUamptad  to  dofcod  AanMlr^ 
were  killed  or  wounded.     Qenaral  Hnger,  GoloDd  WtaUrngf^^ 
with  nutny  othen,  offlcen  uid  men,  cached  in  tba  iMtkamt,  b 
the  neighboring  ewsmpe.     One  hnndred  officen,  dngooM  ad 
hnasan,  were  tmken,  with  ftbont  four  hnndred  boms  uul  mm       J 
fifty  weggoDB,  Udei  with  ftmu^  clothing  and  vninnnit»;i«-  I 

BigginB  Bridge  on  Cooper  Rirer  was  likewiae  ncand,  I 
and  the  way  opened  far  Colonel  Webster  to  adTanoa  nearij  to  I 
the  head  of  the  paimw.  in  each  a  manner  aa  to  ahnt  npChaikrion  : 
eotirelj. 

In  the  course  of  the  manod  which  generally  acoompaniw  * 
■nrpriaal  of  the  kind,  several  dragoons  of  the  British  legio** 
broke  into  a  house  in  the  neighborhood  of  Uonk's  Corner,  ■O'^ 
maltreated  and  attempted  riolence  opon  ladies  residing  tber^ 
The  ladies  escaped  to  Honk's  Comer,  where  they  were  protecto^> 
and  a  carriage  famished  to  convey  them  to  a  place  of  ssfefc^- 
The  dragoons  were  apprehended  and  broogfat  to  Honk's  CwneVf 
where  by  this  time  Colonel  Webster  had  arrived.  Major  FMg*>- 
son,  we  are  told,  was  Ibr  putting  the  dragoons  to  instant  dc^i*|^ 
bat  Colonel  Webster  did  not  think  his  poweii  warranted  inA  ■ 
measure.  "  They  were  sent  to  bead-qnarters,"  adds  the  hi^O" 
rian,  "and,  I  believe,  afterwards  tried  and  whipped."  * 

We  gladly  record  one  instance  in  which  the  atnxnties  iriut^ 
disgraced  this  invasion  met  with  some  degne  at  pnnid»0^> 
and  we  honor  the  rough  soldier,  Ferguson,  for  the  fiat  </**>>' 
slant  death,"  with  which  he  would  bare  requited  the  raoit  Is^ 
moos  and  dastardly  outrage  that  brutalisea 
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iring  the  progress  of  the  Glegc,  General  Lincoln  held  re- 
I  councils  of  war,  in  whick  hu  mauifested  a  digposition  lo 
kte  the  place.  This  meaaure  was  likewise  urged  by  General 
Portail,  who  had  penetrated,  by  secret  ways,  into  the  town, 
iuliahitants,  however,  in  an  agony  of  alarm,  implored  Lin- 
Bot  to  abandon  them  to  the  merciea  of  an  infuriated  and 
iouB  soldiery,  and  the  general,  easy  and  kiud-hearted,  yield- 
thcir  entreaties. 

he  American  cavalry  hod  gradually  reaxsembled  on  the 

,  of  the  Snntee,  under  Colonel  WTiite  of  New  Jersey,  where 

were  joined  by  some  militia  infantry,  and  by  Colonel  Wil- 

Washington,  with  such  of  his  dragoons  as  had  escaped  at 

Comer.     Comwallis  had  committed  the  country  between 

fet  and  Wando  Rivers  to  Torleton's  charge,  with  orders  to  bo 

Knu^y  on  the  move  with  the  ca.vatry  and  infantry  of  the 

D ;   to  watch  over  the  landing-places ;    obtain  intelligence 

the  town,  the  Santee  River  and   the  back  country,  and  to 

such  stores  as  might  fall  into  bis  hands,  rather  than  risk 

being  retaken  by  the  enemy. 

Bearing  of  the  fortuitous   assemblage  of  Amerieaa  troops, 

m  came  suddenly  upon  them    by  surprise   at    Laneau's 

It  was  one  of  his  bloody  exploits.     Five  officers  and 

|t]r-eix  men  were  killed  and  wounded,  and  seven  officers  and 

dragoons  taken,  with  horses,  arms  an<l  equipments.    Colonels 

I,  Washington  and  Jamieson,  with  other  oHicers  and  men, 

themselves  in  the  river,  and  escaped  by  swimming;  while 

who  followed  their  example,  perished. 

He  arrival  of  a  reinforcement  of  three  thonsand  men  from 

'ork  enabled  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  throw  a  powerful  de- 

it,  under  Lord  Comwallis,  to  the  cast  of  Cooper  River,  to 

IV.— a 
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oomplete  the  inineitiiMnt  of  the  iawn  wood  col  off  iD 
Fort  Moohrie  rarrendered.  The  battarios  of  the  tUrd  p«^ 
were  opened  npoo  tbe  town.  They  imre  lo  near,  that  the  Hi^ 
■ian  yagen^  or  aharp-ehooteriy  ooold  |nck  off  the  garrim  "frkdh 
at  their  gmia  or  on  the  parapets  This  fire  was  kept  np  ftr  ti»« 
days.  The  beai^gers  cioawd  the  canal;  poshed  n  dooMe  mp  to 
the  inside  of  the  abatisi  and  prepared  to  make  an  asaaolt  by  sea 
and  land. 

All  hopes  of  snocesrfbl  defanoe  were  at  an  end.  The  mribi 
wereinmins;  the  gnns  almost  all  dismoonted i  thegarrinaex- 
hansted  with  fatigney  the  provisions  nearly  oonsomed.  The 
inhabitants,  dreading  the  horrors  of  an  assanlt,  joined  in  a  peti- 
tion to  (General  Lincoln,  and  prevailed  upon  him  to  ofifer  a  nirren- 
der  on  terms  which  had  already  been  offered  and  rejected.  TbeM 
terms  were  still  granted,  and  the  capitulation  was  signed  od  tbe 
12th  of  May.  The  garrison  were  allowed  some  of  the  honors  of 
war.  They  were  to  march  oat  and  deposit  their  arms,  between 
the  canal  and  the  works,  but  the  drums  were  not  to  beat  a  BrH^ 
ish  march  nor  the  colors  to  be  uncased.  The  Continental  troopi 
and  seamen  were  to  be  allowed  their  baggage,  but  were  to  re* 
main  prisoners  of  war.  The  officers  of  the  army  and  narj  veie 
to  retain  their  servants,  swords  and  pistds,  and  their  baggeg* 
nnsearched ;  and  were  permitted  to  sell  their  horses ;  Ifit  sot  to 
remove  them  out  of  the  town.  The  citisais  and  the  militia  wei* 
to  be  considered  prisoners  on  parole ;  the  latter  to  be  penot^ 
to  return  home,  and  both  to  be  protected  in  person  and  pitiper^ 
as  long  as  they  kept  their  parole.  Among  the  prisonenv  ^^ 
the  lieutenant-governor  and  ^yb  of  the  council. 

The  loss  of  the  British  in  the  siege  was  seventy-nx  UHed 
and  one  hundred  and  eighty-nine  wounded;  that  of  the  A*^ 
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the  same.     The  prisoners  taken  by  the  enemy,  ex- 
.e  Bailors,  Kmotmt«d  to  Tire  thousand  six  hundred  and  I 
so;  comprising  every  male  adult  in  the  city.     The  1 
troops  did  not  exceed  two  thousand,  fire  hambed  uf  1 
in  the  hospital ;  the  rest  were  citizens  and  militia, 
ry  Clinlon  considered  the  fall  of  Cliarleston  decisive  J 
if  SoDth  Carolina.     To  complete  the  subjngatiun  of  ' 
he  planned  ihree  expc<Iitians  into  tLe  interior.    One, 
«nant-i:iilonet  Brown,  was  to  move  up  the  Savannnli 
igOBta,  OD  the  borders  of  Georgia.     Another,  under 
nlonel  Cruger,  was  to  procee<l  up  the  southwent  side  i 
«  River  U>  the  district  of  Ninety-Six,*  a  fertile  and  | 
t^on,  between  the  Savannah  and  the  Saluda  rivi 
I,  under  Cornwallis,  w.-ia  to  cruss  Uie  Sanlee,  inarch 
hcast  bank,  and  Etrike  at  a  corps  of  troops  under  | 
brd,  wliich  were  retreating  to  North  Carolina  with  | 
1  a  namber  of  waggons,  laden  with  arms,  ammunitioa  1 


Buiord,  in  fact,  had  arrived  too  late  for  the  relief  i>f  j 
and  was  now  making  a  retrograde  move ;  he  h;id  | 
ith  three  hundred  and  eighty  troops  of  the  Virgini* 
0  field  pieces,  and  had  l>een  joined  by  Colonel  Wasli- 
A  few  of  his  cavalry  that  bad  sumved  the  surprisal 
As  Buford  was  moving  with  celerity,  and  had  ilia 
f  distance,  ComwalUa  detauhed  Tarlelon  in  pursuit 
h  one  hundred  and  seventy  dragoons,  a  hundred 
fantrj,  and  a  three- pounder.  The  bold  partisan 
ard  with  his  usual  ardor  and  rapidity.     The  weather  § 
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was  toltry,  manj  o£  his  bones  gsv«  onl  thnagh  ^gw  mi 
hesi;  be  pressed  others  hj  the  way,  leanng beUnd  soAef  kh 
troops  as  coold  not  ke^  pace  with  him.  After  a  day  sad  idi^ 
of  forced  march,  he  arrived  about  dawn  at  Bageley's  IfiDa  Bi- 
ford,  he  was  told,  was  about  twenty  miles  in  adTanoe  of  Vm, 
pressing  on  with  all  diligence  to  join  another  corps  of  Amsmos 
Tarleton  oontinned  his  march;  the  horses  of  the  three-poDiidflr 
were  knocked  np  and  unable  to  proceed ;  his  wearied  troop8«en 
continually  dropping  in  the  rear.  Still  he  urged  forward,  tfx- 
ious  to  oTertake  Buford  before  be  oould  form  a  jnnetioii  witb  tb 
force  he  was  seeking.  To  detain  him  he  sent  forward  CipkMB 
Kinlock  of  his  legion  with  a  flag,  and  the  following  letter: 

**SiR, — Resistance  being  vain,  to  prerent  the  effoskm  d 
blood,  I  make  offers  which  can  never  be  repeated.  You  are  no^ 
almost  encompassed  by  a  corps  of  seven  hundred  light  troops  €0 
horseback;  half  of  that  number  are  infantry  with  csnoon^ 
Earl  Cornwallis  is  likewise  within  reach  with  nine  British  regi* 
ments.  I  warn  you  of  the  temerity  of  further  inimical  proceed- 
ings.*' 

He  concluded  by  offering  the  same  conditions  granted  to  At 
troops  at  Charleston  ;  ^^  if  you  are  rash  enough  to  reject  tlA 
added  he,  ^^  the  blood  be  upon  your  head.** 

Kinlock  overtook  Colonel  Buford  in  full  march  on  tlie  Iudd 
of  the  Waxhaw,  a  stream  on  the  border  of  North  Garoliiii>  '^ 
delivered  the  summons.     The  colonel  read  the  letter  witM  * 
coming  to  a  halt,  detained  the  flag  for  some  time  in  cooveiwWr 
and  then  returned  the  following  note : 
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'Sa^— I  reject  your  proposals,  am!  ehall  Jefend  mvBelf  d' 
Mt  exUemity 

"  I  hare  the  Lonor,  Ac." 

J»rlet<in,  who  had  never  ceased  to  press  forward,  came  nptm 

M'*  rear-giiard  about  three  o'clock  id  the  afternoon,  and  cop- 
i  a  sergeant  and  four  ilragiKina.  Duford  hod  not  cx[>Mted  so 
ipt  on  appearance  of  the  enemy.  He  hastily  drew  np  hi^ 
in  order  of  hattle,  in  an  open  wooil,  on  the  right  of  tho 
I    His  artillery  and  waggons,  which  were  in  the  advance 

^ed  hy  part  of  hia  infantry,  were  ordered  to  continue  on 

b  march. 

;^cre  appears  to  have  been  some  confusion  on  the  part  of  tho 

tnicanx,  and  they  hod  an  impetnoits  foe  to  deal  with.  Beforo 
;  well  prepared  for  action  they  were  attacked  in  front. 
flo  both  fianka  hy  cavalry  anil  mounted  infantry.     Tarleton, 

|p>dtaoced  at  the  head  of  thirty  chosen  dragoons  and  somi.' 
itry,  stales  that  when  within  fifty  paces  of  the  Continental 
itry,  they  presented,  hut  he  heard  their  ofiicerB  coramand 
I  lo  retain  their  fire  until  the  British  cavalry  were  nearer. 
u  not  until  the  latter  were  within  ten  yards  that  there  wn.4 

fortiol  discharge  of  musketry.     Several  of  the  dr^^xms  siif- 

by  this  fire.     Tarleton  himself  was  nnhorBed,  but  hia  troup- 

nJe  on.     The  American  battalion,  was  broken  ;  most  of  tlio 

tbr«w  down  their  arms  and  begged  for  quarter,  but  were  cut 

*ti  without  mercy.     One  hnndred  and  thirteen  were  slain  uu 

^.Ifat,  and  cme  hundred  and  fifly  so  mangled  and  maimed  that 
lid  not  be  removed.     Colonel  Buford  and  a  few  of  tho 

■ilfy  escaped,  its  did  about  a  hundred  of  the  infantry,  who 
•ith  tite  baggage  in  the  advance.     Fifty  prisoners  were  all 
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vnvmy  i  ne  give  larietOO 
1m  ujb,  «t  tbe  time  be  i 
iDoont  another  horse;  and 


c-d  of  I 
(orthy 
t  large, 


excuse,  for 

commended  him  as  ¥ 
favor.  The  world  a 
is  Get),  and  tbe  r 
nary  Htnin  on  tbe  reputation 
The  two  oilier  detachme 
ton,  met  with  nothing  but 
considering  resistance  hopeh 
and  conformed  lo  its  humilii 
lation  in  this  colony  seems  ( 
liverers.  "  All  the  negroes,' 
children,  upon  the  appear 
troops,  thought  themselves 
American  masters,  and  enti 
quitted  the  plantations  and  1 
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tvj  prisonen  from  their  paroles  after  the  20th  of  the  month, 
^'xoepting  those  captured  in  Fort  Moultrie  and  Charleston.  All 
^  released  from  their  parole  were  reinstated  in  the  rights  and 
^ties  of  British  suhjects;  hut,  at  the  same  time,  they  were 
^K^Bod  to  take  an  active  part  in  support  of  the  government  hith- 
erto opposed  hj  them.  Thus  the  protection  afibrded  them  while 
pn>onen  was  annulled  hj  an  arbitrary  fiat — neutrality  was  at  an 
^d*  All  were  to  be  ready  to  take  up  arms  at  a  moments  no- 
^  Those  who  had  families  were  to  form  a  militia  for  home 
^<ace.  Those  who  had  none,  were  to  serve  with  the  royal 
^^ites.  All  who  should  neglect  to  return  to  their  allegiance,  or 
-  ilttiild  refuse  to  take  .up  arms  against  the  independence  of 
to  country,  were  to  be  considered  as  rebels  and  treated  ac- 
cordingly. 

Having  struck  a  blow,  which,  as  he  conceived,  was  to  ensure 

tile  subjugation  of  the  South,  Sir  Henry  embarked  for  New  York 

<ta  the  5th  of  June,  with  a  part  of  his  forces,  leaving  the  residue 

Wilder  the  command  of  Lord  Comwallis,  who  was  to  carry  the 

%yr  into  North  Carolinay  and  thence  into  Virginia. 


CHAPTER  VI. 


A  HANDBILL  pabliflhed  by  the  Britiflh  authorities  in  New  Yct% 
reached  Washington's  camp  on  the  1st  of  Joney  and  made  known 
the  surrender  of  Charleston.     A  person  from  Amboj  reported, 
moreover,  that  on  the  dOth  of  May  he  had  seen  one  hundrad  laO 
of  vessels  enter  Sandj  Hook.     These  might  bring  Sir  Heoiy 
Clinton  with  the  whole  or  part  of  his  force.    In  that  case,  floihed 
with  his  recent  success,  he  might  proceed  immediately  19  ^ 
Hudson,  and  make  an  attempt  upon  West  Point,  in  the  preMO^ 
distressed  condition  of  the  garrison.     So  thinking,  WsBhiogtoB 
wrote  to  General  Howe,  who  commanded  that  important  poit»  to 
put  him  on  his  guard,  and  took  measures  to  have  him  hrw^ 
with  supplies. 

The  report  concerning  the  fleet  proved  to  be  crroneoo^  M<* 
the  Gth  of  June  came  a  new  alarm.  The  enemy,  it  wtf  iM 
were  actually  landing  in  force  at  Elisabethtown  Point,  to  cin7 
fire  and  sword  into  the  Jerseys  I 

It  was  even  so.  Knyphausen,  through  spies  and  emitf*^ 
had  received  exaggerated  accounts  of  the  recent  oadve*'^  ^ 
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'uhtn^toc'B  cAmp,  and  of  tlie  general  discontent  among  tVic 
fwple  of  New  Jersey ;  and  was  persaaded  that  a  sudden  show  of 
niiiUfv  protection,  following  up  tie  news  of  the  capture  (if 
CturlEstun,  would  produce  a  general  desertion  among  Washing- 
t>)Di  (nM[>5,  and  rally  back  the  inhabitants  of  the  Jerseys  tu 
^  »Il«pance  to  the  crown. 

tu  this  belief  he  projected  a  descent  into  the  Jerseys  with 
>Wit  Bte  thousand  men,  and  some  light  artillery,  who  were  to 
in  divisions  in  the  night  of  the  5th  of  June  from  Staten 
I«l»nil  to  Eliabethlown  Point. 

Tlie  Rrst  division,  led  by  Brigadier-general  Sterling,  actually 

"Odttl  befiire  dawn  of  the  6lh,  and  advanced  as  silently  as  pos- 

Je.    The  heavy  and  measured  tramp  of  the  troops,  however, 

ight  the  ear  of  an  American  sentinel  stationed  at  a  fork  where 

I  TDtds  from  the  old  and  new  point  joined.     He  challenged  the 

SbIj  desL-ried  mass  as  it  approached,  and  receiving  no  answer, 

■«1  into  it.     That  shot  wounded  General  Sterling  in  the  ihigh, 

^  nilimately  proved  mortal.    The  "wounded  general  was  carried 

k.  and  Knypliauscn  took  his  place. 

This  delayed  the  march  until  sunrise,  and  gave  time  for  the 
of  the  Jersey  line,  under  Colonel  Elias  Dayton,  stationed 
Xliiabethtown.  to  assemble.  They  were  too  weak  in  numbers, 
Werer,  to  withstand  the  enemy,  but  retreated  in  good  order, 
Einsisliing  occasionally.  The  invading  force  passed  through 
■  village ;  in  the  advance,  a  squadron  of  drajnnns  of  Simcoe's 
[iment  of  Queen's  Bangers,  with  drawn  swords  and  glittering 
Ittets;  followed  by  British  and  Hessian  infantry.' 
Signal  guns  and  signal  fires  were  rousing  the  country.     The 
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militia  and  ^reomanry  anned  themaelTes  with  mcli  weaponi  ii 
were  at  hand,  and  hastened  to  their  alann  posts.  The  amj 
took  the  old  road,  by  what  was  called  Galloping  Hill,  towaiddie 
village  of  Connecticut  Farms ;  fired  upon  from  hehind  walls  ud 
thickets  by  the  hasty  levies  of  the  country. 

At  Connecticat  Farms,  the  retreating  troops  under  DsytoD 
fell  in  with  the  Jersey  brigade,  under  General  Mazwdl,  and  « 
few  militia  joining  them,  the  Americans  were  enabled  to  makfl 
some  stand,  and  even  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check.  The  litter, 
however,  brought  up  several  field  pieces,  and  being  reinforced  by 
a  second  division  which  had  crossed  from  Staten  Island  some 
time  after  the  first,  compelled  the  Americans  again  to  retreat 
Some  of  tbc  enemy,  exa8])erated  at  the  unexi)ected  opposition 
they  had  met  with  throughout  their  march,  and  pretending  tbt 
the  inhabitants  of  this  village  had  fired  upon  them  from  their 
windows,  began  to  pillage  and  set  fire  to  the  houses.  It  so  hap- 
pened that  to  this  village  the  Reverend  James  Caldwell,  ^'tbe 
rousing  gospel  preacher,**  had  removed  his  family  as  to  a  place  « 
safety,  after  his  church  at  Elizabethtown  had  been  burnt  dovn 
by  the  British  in  January.  On  the  present  occasion  he  had  re- 
treated with  the  regiment  to  which  he  was  chaplain.  His  vi^ 
however,  remained  at  the  parsonage  with  her  two  youngest  chil- 
dren, confiding  in  the  protection  of  Providence,  and  the  hoinan- 
ity  of  the  enemy. 

When  the  sacking  of  the  village  took  place,  she  retired  with 
her  children  into  a  back  room  of  the  house.  Her  infant  of  eight 
months  was  in  the  arms  of  an  attendant ;  she  herself  was  seated 
on  the  side  of  a  bed  holding  a  child  of  three  years  by  the  hand,  t^d 
was  engaged  in  prayer.  All  was  terror  and  confusion  in  the  ^* 
lage ;  when  suddenly  a  musket  was  discharged  in  at  the  ikind^)''* 
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ibalk  itmok  her  in  tbe  breast,  and  alie  fell  dead  on  tbe  floor. 

pVBOQAge  and  cbnruh  were  set  on  fin-,  and  it  wa§  with  diffi- 
tf  ber  body  was  rescued  from  the  flames. 
Jb  the  mean  time  Enyphaascn  iraa  prea»ing  on  with  his  main 
lowarda  Morrislown.      The  booming  of  alarm  guns   had 

id  the  country  ;  every  vnltey  was  pouring  out  its  yeomanry. 

thousand  were  said  to  be  already  in  anna  below  tbe  moun- 

Within  balf  a  mile  of  Springfield  Enyphaueen  halted  to  re- 
■Mtre,  That  village,  through  whieh  passes  the  road  to  Spring- 
d^  bad  been  made  the  American  rallying- point.  It  stondx  ut 
(bot  of  what  are  called  the  Short  Hills,  on  tbe  west  side  of 
Hay  Kiver,  which  mns  in  front  of  it.  On  the  bank  of  tlie 
r,  General  Mojcwell's  Jersey  brigade  and  the  militia  of  the 
gUwrhood  were  drawn  up  to  dispute  the  passage;  and  on  the 
tt  UEUa  in  the  rear  was  Waslungton  with  tbe  main  body  of 
fcice^  not  mutinous  and  in  confuaion,  but  all  in  good  order, 
gly  posted,  and  ready  for  action. 
IVasbington  bad  arrived  and  tak«n  bis  position  that  after- 
I,  prepared  to  withstand  an  encounter  though  not  to  seek  oiii', 
ight  his  camp  fires  lighted  up  the  Short  Hills,  and  be  n- 
nl  on  the  alert  expecting  to  be  assailed  in  the  morning ;  but 
he  morning  no  enemy  was  to  be  Eccn. 

Xnyphausen  had  experienced  enough  to  convince  bim  that  he 
Ibeeij  completely  misinformed  as  lo  the  dispositiou  of  the 
7  people  and  of  tbe  army.  Disappointed  as  to  the  muin 
>U  of  his  enterprise,  he  had  retj'eated  under  cover  of  the 
U,  to  the  place  of  his  debarkatiun,  intending  to  recrosa  tu 
u  laland  immediately. 
.  Id  Che  camp  at  the  Short  Hills  was  the  Reverend  James  CaU- 
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well,  whote  liooie  had  beea  Ud  Jwolafo     H«  «•■  idl 
of  the  event,  bat  had  paaed  a  night  dt  gnat  anzfalj,  n^fi^ 
curing  the  piotecUon  of  a  ila^  haetined  haok  in  the  wnii(li 
Connecticot  Fanna.    Hefsnnd  the  TiDage  inadie%andinivft 
a  mangled  cocpae  I 

In  the  coozae  of  the  day  Wadungtoa  leoeived  a  kttff  tarn 
Colonel  Alexander  Hamilton,  who  waa  leoonnoitring  ii  At 
neighborhood  of  Elisabethtown  Point.  **  I  hare  aeen  the  fwmj* 
writea  he.  **  Those  in  new  I  calnnlate  at  aboot  three  thoowL 
There  may  be,  and  probably  are^  enough  othen  out  of  ngM* 
They  hare  sent  all  their  horaea  to  the  other  aide  exoqit  aM 
fifty  or  sixty.  Their  baggage  haa  also  been  sent  across,  snddielr 
wounded.  It  is  not  ascertained  that  any  of  their  infantiy  have 
passed  on  the  other  side.  «  «  *  The  present  movemflnt  miy 
be  calculated  to  draw  ns  down  and  betray  ns  into  anadkio. 
They  may  have  desisted  from  their  intention  of  passing  till  m^^ 
for  fear  of  our  falling  apon  their  rear.** 

As  Washington  was  ignorant  of  the  niisinformation  whick 
had  beguiled  Knyphausen  into  this  enterprise,  the  movementi  of 
that  general,  his  sudden  advance,  and  as  sadden  retreat,  weie 
tequally  inexplicable.  At  one  time,  he  supposed  his  inroad  to  be 
a  mere  foraging  incursion ;  then,  as  Hamilton  had  suggested,  a 
device  to  draw  him  down  from  his  stronghold  into  the  plaiB» 
where  the  superiority  of  the  British  force  would  give  them  i^ 
advantage. 

Knyphausen,  in  fiM^  had  been  impeded  in  crossing  his  tioofi 
to  Staten  Island,  by  the  low  tide  and  deep  mnddy  shores  wbk^ 
rendered  it  difficult  to  embark  the  cavalry ;  and  by  a  destrw^    | 
fire  kept  up  by  militia  posted  along  the  river  banks,  and  tbe  ad* 
jaceut  woods.    In  the  mean  while  he  had  Ume  to  lellect  oa^ 
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le  that  would  await  him  in  New  Torfc,  should  his  cxpcdi- 
prare  fruitless,  and  end  in  what  might  appear  a  precipilale 
This  produced  indecision  of  mind,  and  indnced  him  to 
N  tlic  troops  which  had  already  crossed,  and  which  were  ne- 

Aid,  to  protect  hia  rear. 
Fur  several  days  he  lingered  with  hia  troops  at  Elizabcllitown 
fte  Point  beyond  i  obliging  Washington  to  exercise  unremit- 
'  ngitance  for  the  safety  of  the  Jerseys  and  of  the  Hudson, 
a  great  satisfaction  to  the  latter  to  be  joined  by  Major 
ly  Lee,  wbo  with  his  troop  of  horse  hud  hastened  on  from 
*idnity  of  Philadelphia,  where  he  had  recently  been  sta- 
ll 

Eb  the  mean  time,  the  tragitjal  fate  of  Mrs.  Caldwell  pro- 
1  almost  as  much  excitement  throughout  the  country  us  that 
1  had  been  caused  in  a  preceding  year,  by  the  massacre  uf 
McCre&.     She  was  connected  with  some  of  Uie  iirst  people 
m  Jersey ;  was  winning  in  person  and  character,  and  uni- 
Ij  K-Ioved.     Knyphausen  was  vehemently  assaUe<I  in  the 
papers,  as  if  responsible  for  this  atnwiiius  acl.     The 
bowevor,  attributed  her  dcatb  to  a  random  shot,  dis- 
ift  time  of  confusion,  or  to  the  vengeance  of  u  menial 
ily  pique  against  her  husband;  but  the  juipular 
execrating  it  as  the  wilful  and  wanton  act  uf  a 
K^dier. 

the  17lh  of  Jnno  the  fleet  from  the  South  actually  arrived 
bay  uf  New  York,  and  Sir  Henry  Clinton  landed  his  troopa 
Island,  but  almost  Immediately  re-emlHtrlced  them  ;  aa 
litating  an  expedition  up  the  river. 

ing  for  tlie  safety  of  West  Point,  Washington  set  off  on 
list  June,  with  the  main  body  of  bis  troops,  tow&rila  ^om^ 
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vm ;  vLOe  General  Greene,  with  MaacweD  and  SUik*i  Wgita) 
l^i  dragoons  and  the  mQitia  of  the  neigfaboriiood,  reuKuA 
eLcampei  on  the  Short  Hills,  to  oorer  the  eoontry  and  pratesi 
tLe  stores  at  Morristown. 

Washington's  movements  were  slow  and  wary,  unwilling  to 
|je  far  from  Greene  until  better  informed  of  the  designs  of  tlN 
enemy.  At  Rockawav  Bridge,  about  eleven  miles  bejond  M()^ 
ristown,  he  received  word  on  the  33df  that  the  enemy  were  ad- 
vancing from  Elizabethtown  against  Springfield.  Supposing  the 
military  depot  at  Morristown  to  be  their  ultimate  object,  he  d^ 
tachcd  a  brigade  to  the  assistance  of  Greene,  and  fell  back  fin 
or  six  miles,  so  as  to  be  in  supporting  distance  of  him. 

The  re-eraltarkation  of  the  troops  at  Staten  Island  bad,  in 
fact,  Ufn  a  stratagem  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  divert  theatteo- 
tion  (if  Washingtim,  and  enable  Kny])hausen  to  carry  out  tbe 
enterprise  which  had  hithortij  hung  fire.  No  sooner  did  the  la^* 
ter  ascertain  tliat  the  American  commander-in-chief  had  moved 
off  with  his  main  force  towards  the  Highlands,  than  he  sallied 
from  Elizabethtown  five  thousand  strong,  with  a  large  body  d 
cavalry,  and  fifteen  or  twenty  pieces  of  artillery ;  hoping  no* 
merely  to  destroy  the  public  stores  at  Morristown,  but  to  get  po** 
session  of  those  difficult  hills  and  defiles,  among  which  Wash- 
ington's army  had  been  so  securely  posted,  and  which  constituted 
the  strength  of  that  part  of  the  country. 

It  was  early  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  that  Enyphansen 
{Hishcd  forward  toward  Springfield.  Beside  the  main  road  which 
jiasses  directly  through  the  village  toward  Morristown,  there  i* 
anotlter,  north  of  it,  called  the  Vauxhall  road,  crossing  several 
Riiiall  streams,  the  confluence  of  which  forms  the  Rahway.  Tbea* 
two  roads  unite  \)e^oiiOL  \.\i&  N^3Aai^  in  the  principal  pass  of  tb® 
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Hills.  The  enemy's  Iroopa  advanced  rapidly  in  two  com- 
t  columns,  the  right  one  by  tlie  Vauxhall  road,  the  other,  byi 
■win  or  direct  road.  General  Greene  was  stationed  among 
Swrt  Hills,  about  a  mile  above  the  town.  Hia  troops  were 
iSntcd  at  rarious  posts,  for  there  wore  many  passes  to 
rd. 

A)  five  o'clock  in  the  morning,  signal-gnns  gave  notice  of  the 
MkI)  of  the  enemy.  The  drums  licat  to  arms  throughout  the 
f.  The  troops  were  hastily  called  in  from  their  posts 
S  the  mountain  passes,  and  preparations  were  made  to  de- 
1  the  village. 

Uijor  Lee,  with  his  dragoons  and  a  picket-goard,  was  post«d 
Um  Vauxhall  road,  tn  check  the  right  column  of  the  enemy  in 
■dTance.  Colonel  Dayton,  with  his  regiment  of  New  Jersey 
lia,  was  to  check  the  left  colmnn  on  the  main  road,  Colonel 
«1  of  Rhode  Island,  with  about  two  hundiol  picked  men,  and 
see  of  artillery,  was  to  defend  a  bridge  over  the  Rahway.  a 
1>  west  of  the  town.  Colonel  Shreve,  stationed  with  his  rcgi- 
a  second  bridge  over  a  branch  of  tlie  Rahway  cast  of  the 
B,  was  to  cover,  if  necessary,  the  retreat  of  Colonel  Angel. 
(  pans  of  Maxwell  and  Stark's  brigades  which  were  not 
I  ilelache<],  were  drawn  up  on  high  grounds  in  the  rear  of  the 
^  htvJQg  the  militia  on  their  flanks. 
TWe  was  some  sharp  fighting  at  a  bridge  on  the  Vauxhall 
^  where  Major  Lee  with  his  dragoons  and  picket-guard  held 
light  column  at  bay ;  a  part  of  the  column,  however,  forded 
Hream  above  the  bridge,  gained  a  commanding  position,  and 
ig«d  Loe  to  retire. 

He  left  column  met  with  similar  opposition  from  Dayton  and 
Jeney  regiment    None  showed  more  ardor  in  t\ie  &>^^.  \^tA& 


«4 

Cildwdl  the  clufituB,  Tha  taaga  of  hi«  MiudawJ  wifciwh' 
ion  hii  flje&  Finding  the  iimk  ia  wut  of  md^n^  ks  ^hfii 
to  the  FrabTteriaa  church  uid  brodght  thenoe  a  ipmtltff 
WatU^  pulu  tnd  hTmn  books,  which  he  distribatod  fee  ttl{» 
poM  ABODg  the  aoldien.  "Now,"  ciied  he,  "jmI  W4Hi  M 
tbem,  boyil* 

Th*aav«««t  fighting  of  the  da;  wis  «t  the  bridgeonrAi 
Bahway.  For  upwards  <tf  half  an  hoar  Coknel  Angd  drfnM 
it  with  his  handful  of  men  agunst  a  vasll;  saperior  faiM  Oh 
fimrth  of  his  men  w«r«  oithar  killed  or  duaUed :  the  karf  At 
oaem;  was  sUll  iaor«  seTere.  Angd  was  at  length  ooBjdUII 
leUra.  He  did  so  in  good  order,  cariTtng  off  hii  woonda^  m1 
making  his  way  thnogh  the  Tillage  to  tfaa  bridgs  bejoad  % 
Here  his  retraat  was  biaydj  eovered  bj  Goknel  Shim^  bri  !■ 
too  was  obliged  to  giva  waj  befiue  tha  overwhelming  fane  of  iti 
enemj,  and  join  the  Inigades  at  Uaxwdl  and  Stark  opoa  tli 
hilL 

General  Oieene,  finding  bis  font  too  mndt  extended  fai  ka 
amsll  fbro^  and  that  he  was  in  danger  of  being  ontflaidced  ee  lb 
leil  bj  the  oolinnn  pressing  forward  on  the  VanxhaQ  rosd,  M^ 
post  with  hii  mun  body  on  the  flnt  range  of  hills,  irim  1^ 
roads  were  brooght  near  to  a  point,  and  passed  between  Ub  ui 
the  bei^t  occupied  by  Btai^  and  MaxwelL  He  then  tiumi^ 
a  detachment  which  checked  the  fntthec  adrance  ot  tfae  ri^ 
mliunn  of  the  enemy  along  *hi>  Yaoxhall  mad,  and  sewired  v 
pass  throngh  the  Short  mils.  Feeling  hinmdf  now  stMllj 
posted,  be  awaited  with  oooidanoe  the  expected  attem]it  U  V 
enemy  to  gain  the  hri^L  No  such  attempt  was  mads.  ^ 
resistanoe  already  experienced,  eqieoiaOy  at  the  bridge^  sad  '^ 
night  of  militia  pthering  ftom  rarioua  pointy  dampcaid  v* 
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ardor  of  the  hostile  commander.  He  saw  that,  should  he  persist 
in  poshing  for  Morristown,  he  would  have  to  fight  his  way 
tboogh  a  coiintry  abounding  with  difficult  passes,  every  one  of 
ifluch voold  be  obstinately  disputed;  and  that  the  enterprise, 
[  nn  if  Boocessful,  might  cost  too  much,  beside  taking  him  too 
k  from  New  York,  at  a  time  when  a  French  armament  might  be 
expected. 

Before  the  brigade  detached  by  Washington  arrived  at  the 
ROM  of  action^  therefore,  the  enemy  had  retreated.  Previous  to 
Aor  retreat  they  wreaked  upon  Springfield  the  same  vengeance 
Asy  hid  inflicted  on  Connecticut  Farms.  The  whole  village, 
ttnpting  four  houses,  was  reduced  to  ashes.  Their  second  re- 
tat  was  equally  ignoble  with  their  first.  They  were  pursued 
>Bd  harassed  the  whole  way  to  Elizabethtown  by  light  scouting 
pvtiet  and  by  the  militia  and  yeomanry  of  the  country,  exasper- 
*M  hj  the  sight  of  the  burning  village.  Lee,  too,  came  upon 
to  rear-guard  with  his  dragoons ;  captured  a  quantity  of  stores 
^httdoned  by  them  in  the  hurry  of  retreat,  and  made  prisoners 
tf  Kreral  refugees. 

It  was  sunset  when  the  enemy  reached  Elizabethtown.  Dur- 
ing the  night  they  passed  over  to  Staten  Island  by  their  bridge 
^  boats.  By  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  all  had  crossed,  and 
ve  bridge  had  been  removed — and  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  so 
^  harassed  by  the  campaignings  of  either  army,  was  finally 
*v*cnated  by  the  enemy.     It  had  proved  a  school  of  war  to  the 

^Qttrican  troops.     The  incessant  marchings  and  couuter-march- 

• 

^;  the  rude  encampments ;  the  exposures  to  all  kinds  of  hard- 
^  and  privation ;  the  alarms ;  the  stratagems ;  the  rough  en- 
^(ttnten  and  adventurous  enterprises  of  which  this  had  been  the 
vettre  for  the  last  three  or  four  years,  had  rendered  the  ^atdol 


fxasperatcd  the  most  peA 
foldien  of  tite  liiisbaudni< 
jxtwcre,   nnd  taught  them 

recent  ineffectual  nttcmpts 
fastnesses  of  Murristown,  t. 
'■  which  would  once  have 
whole  coDtineot  before  it,' 
the  inhabitants ;  and  it  is  ( 
of  Morris  Comity,  thai  ■'  lb 
ing  among  our  hilU."  A 
villages,  by  which  they  soui 
failures,  and  Ihoir  precipiti 
half-disc iplined  militia,  and 
miuioua  close  to  the  liritiah 
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toiEHKimvE  that  the  next  move  of  the  enemy  would  be  up  the 
Hibrn,  Washington  resumed  his  measures  for  the  security  of 
^cit  Point ;  moving  towards  the  Highlands  in  the  latter  part  of 
^Boe.  Circumstances  soon  convinced  him  that  the  enemy  had  no 
*^Bent  intention  of  attacking  that  fortress,  but  merely  menaced 
iQii  at  various  points,  to  retard  his  operations,  and  oblige  him  to 
dl  oat  the  militia ;  thereby  interrupting  agriculture,  distressing 
^  country,  and  rendering  his  cause  unpopular.  Having,  there- 
^  caosed  the  military  stores  in  the  Jerseys  to  be  removed  to 
^^^  remote  and  secure  places,  he  countermanded  by  letter  the 
^itia,  which  were  marching  to  camp  from  Connecticut  and  Mas- 
•^ilmsetts. 

Be  now  exerted  himself  to  the  utmost  to  procure  from  the 
'^^'eiit  State  Legislatures,  their  quotas  and  supplies  for  the 
^^'Ut  army.  "  The  sparing  system,"  said  he,  "  has  been  tried 
'^^  it  has  brought  us  to  a  crisis  little  less  than  desperate." 
^  was  the  time,  by  one  great  exertion,  to  put  an  end  to  the 


Ugnal  luiiifbrtune,  are  ooDtmuaU; 
i  nve  a  Uttle  preaeat  expeas^  mad 
[ic<^,  with  no  ill  designs  in  Ok 

widrisk  Llu'iKitaitiom.f  our  lib. 
The  desired  relief,  however, 
lamific'-ationa  of  Geacral  and  Sta 
mittees.  The  operations  were  ta 
contributions  were  made  by  indi 
by  the  inhabitants  of  Philadelp 
the  army,  and  an  association  of 
Kripdou  between  seven  and  eig 
put  at  tie  disposition  of  Washi 
manner  as  he  might  think  "  mos 
brave  old  Boldiera  who  had  bomi 

The  capture  of  General  Lin 
Southern  department  without  a 
were  likely  to  be  important  mil 
Washington  had  intended  to  rec 
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knrerer,  with  unbecoming  precipitancy,  gave  that  important 
ooaunand  to  (General  Gates  (June  ISth),  wiihont  waiting  to  con- 
nh  Washington's  views  or  wishes. 

Gttes,  at  the  time,  was  on  his  estate  in  Virginia,  and  ac- 
cepted the  appointment  with  avidity,  anticipating  new  triumphs. 
Hii  old  associate,  Qieneral  Lee,  gave  him  an  ominous  caution  at 
pirtmg.  <<  Beware  that  your  Northern  laurels  do  not  change  to 
BoQtliem  willows ! " 

On  the  10th  of  July  a  French  fleet,  under  the  Chevalier  de 
Icnay,  arrived  at  Newport,  in  Bhode  Island.  It  was  composed 
of  nten  riiips  of  the  line,  two  frigates  and  two  bombs,  and  con- 
»07<Bd  transports  on  board  of  which  were  upwards  of  five  thou- 
■id  troops.  This  was  the  first  division  of  the  forces  promised 
^  FriDce,  of  which  Lafayette  had  spoken.  The  second  division 
ttd  been  detained  at  Brest  for  want  of  transports,  but  might 
ioon  be  expected. 

Tbe  Count  de  Rochambeau,  Lieutenant-general  of  the  royal 
^nnieg,  was  commander-in-chief  of  this  auxiliary  force.  He  was 
^  veteran,  fifty-five  years  of  age,  who  had  early  distinguished 
Qnuelf^  when  colonel  of  the  regiment  of  Auvergne,  and  had 
!^ed  laurels  in  various  battles,  especially  that  of  Kloster  camp, 
(  vbich  he  decided  the  success.  Since  then,  he  had  risen  from 
^  post  of  honor  to  another,  until  intrusted  with  his  present  im- 
ortant  command.* 

Another  officer  of  rank  and  distinction  in  this  force,  was 
1*jor-general  the  Marquis  de  Chastelluz,  a  friend  and  relative  of 
^^yette,  but  much  his  senior,  being  now  forty-six  years  of  age. 

*  Jean  Baptitte  Donation  da  Yimenr,  Comte  de  Rochambeau,  waf  born  at 
Unknot,  in  F^ulo^  17:M(. 


H«  WM  not  only  ft  aoldkr,  tnt  ■  mn  of  hM«%  nd  ow  Wiv 
with  ooorU  u  wdl  h  c«m|B. 

Coont  SochambeMi's  fint  dt^fttch  to  Yagmata,  AaftnA 
■inirtw  of  SU(«  (J11I7  leth)^  gsve  a  dkotmraglDg  potne  nC 
iUifc  **  Upon  m]'  uriral  hwe,"  writes  he,  "  tlie  coontiy  n> 
ht  oonstanwtioD,  tii«  p^fer  uaaej  had  bQ^  to  sixty  firiB^ 
and  vna  ths  gofcmment  takes  it  np  at  fbcij  for  one.  Widung- 
fam  had  for  *  long  time  oitlj  three  thousand  men  onder  hit  cM- 
Bsnd.  TIh  airival  of  the  Uarqnis  de  Labyetle,  wid  the  n"- 
■"""—■— '^  of  sooxxi  from  France  afibrded  eune  eDccnngo- 
menti  but  the  tones,  who  are  very  nomeroiu^  gare  oat  ihit  it 
was  onlj  a  t^mponuj  Msistance,  like  that  d  Ctpoiit  d'Ettu^- 
In  descriUng  k>  yoa  our  leceptioQ  at  this  place,  we  ahall  if 
joa  the  feeling  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  oontinnL  ^ 
town  is  ot  considerable  sin,  and  coDtuns,  like  the  R>t|  ^ 
whigs  and  tones.  I  landed  with  my  sta^  without  tra^i  i^ 
body  ^peaied  in  the  streets ;  those  at  the  windows  looked  ^ 
and  d^iressed.  I  spoke  to  the  principal  persoas  of  the  flB4 
and  told  them,  as  I  wrote  to  General  Washington,  that  Ikii  »* 
merely  the  advanced  guard  of  a  greater  force,  and  thst  the  kiv 
was  determined  to  sapport  them  wiih  his  whde  pown  b 
twenty-fooT  hours  their  spirits  rose,  and  last  night  all  the  itnA 
honsea,  and  ateeplea  were  iUmniDated,  in  the  midst  of  finmih 
and  the  greatest  rejoicings.  I  am  now  here  with  a  nngla  M^ 
pany  of  gienadiers,  nntil  wood  and  straw  shall  hare  ba*^ 
lected ;  my  camp  is  marked  ont,  and  I  hope  to  hare  tbt  li^ 
landed  to-morrow." 

Still,  however,  there  appears  to  have  been  a  lingering  hUH 
<d  disappointment  in  the  public  boaom.  *'  The  whigi  ** 
pleased,"  writea  de  Bochambeao,  "but  they  say  that  the  li4 
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kt  to  have  sent  twenty  tbouBanil  men,  and  twenty  ships,  to 
I  the  enemy  from  New  York  ;  thitt  the  country  wiis  infiilli- 
nineiii  that  it  is  impossible  to  fiod  a  recruit  to  Bund  to 
1  Wuhington'a  army,  withoot  giving  him  owe  hundred 
idollars  to  eng^e  for  sis  months'  service,  and  they  beseech 
ujrsiy  to  assist  them  with  all  hie  strength.  The  war  will 
B  upensive  one ;  we  juty  even  for  our  quarters,  and  for  the 
covered  with  the  caoip."  • 

U!  troops  were  landed  to  the  east  of  the  town ;  their  eo- 
leut  was  on  a  fine  Bitu;ition,  aad  extended  nearly  across 
idand.  Much  was  said  of  their  gallant  and  martial  appcar- 
ITiere  was  the  noted  regiment  of  Auvergne,  in  command 
lid)  the  Count  de  Rocbamheau  had  first  gained  his  laurels, 
I  «u  now  commanded  by  his  son  the  viscount,  thirty 
lof  age.  A  legion  of  tix  hundred  men  also  was  especially 
as  commanded  by  the  Duke  de  LauEUu  (Lauzun- 
t),  who  had  gained  reputation  in  the  preceding  year  by  the 
n  cf  SenegaL  A  feeling  of  adv«ntare  and  romance,  aaso- 
l  with  the  American  straggle,  had  caused  many  of  the 
g  nobility  to  seek  this  new  field  of  achievement,  who,  to  use 
echambean's  words,  "  brought  out  with  them  the  heroic  and 
JrouB  courage  of  the  ancient  French  nobility."  To  their 
t  be  it  spoken  also,  they  brought  with  them  the  ancient 
eh  politeness,  for  it  was  remarkable  how  soon  they  accom- 
Ited  tiiemselves  to  circumstances,  made  light  of  all  the  pri- 
lls and  inconveniences  of  a  new  country,  and  conformed  to 
■nuliar  simplicity  of  republican  manners.  General  Heath, 
by  Washington's  orders,  was  there  to  ofier  his  servicea,  was, 

■  Spukt.    Writiugi  of  WuhiugUm,  tu.  S04. 
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by  bis  own  Acconnt,  *'  cbanned  with  the  offioent**  who^  on  Mt 
part,  be  fiaiil,  expressed  the  highest  latigfection  with  tbe  tuA- 
ment  tbev  received. 

The  instnR'tioiiB  of  the  French  ministry  to  the  Comit  de  Ife- 
cbambeau  placed  bim  entirely  onder  the  command  of  Gcnoil 
Washington.  The  French  troops  were  to  be  considered  u  aa- 
iliaries,  and  as  such  were  to  take  the  left  of  the  Americsn  ina^ 
and,  in  all  cases  of  ceremony,  to  yield  them  the  prsfmsBt. 
This  considerate  arrangement  had  been  adopted  at  the  snggei'' 
tion  of  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  and  was  intended  to  preroit 
the  recurrence  of  those  questions  of  rank  and  etiquette  wUdi 
bad  heretofore  disturbed  the  combined  sornce. 

Washington,  in  general  orders,  congratulated  the  srmT  os 
the  arrival  of  this  timely  and  generous  succor,  which  he  hailed  as 
a  new  tic  between  France  and  America ;  anticipating  that  the  onlf 
contention  between  the  two  armies  would  be  to  excel  each  other 
in  good  offices,  and  in  the  display  of  every  military  virtae.  The 
American  cockade  had  hitherto  been  bbick,  that  of  the  Froich 
was  wliite ;  ho  recommended  to  his  officers  a  cockade  of  black 
and  white  intermingled  in  compliment  to  their  allies,  aud  aa  a 
BvmlNjl  of  friendship  and  union. 

His  joy  at  this  important  reinforcement  was  dashed  bj  ^ 
mortifying  reflection,  that  he  was  still  unprovided  with  the  troopa 
and  military  means  requisite  for  the  combined  operations  medi- 
tated. Still  he  took  upon  himself  the  responsibility  of  immedi- 
ate action,  and  forthwith  despatched  Lafayette  to  have  an  iDte^ 
view  with  the  French  commanders,  explain  the  circnmstaooea  w 
the  case,  and  concert  plans  for  the  proposed  attack  upon  N^ 
York. 

<<  Pressed  on  all  sides  by  a  choice  of  difficulties,"  writes  b0  ^ 
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lidenl,  "  I  have  adopted  that  line  of  eooduct  wUl-Ii  suited 
lity  and  fiulU  of  Congress,  tie  reputation  of  theBe  States, 
ibongr  of  our  arms.  Neither  the  aeasoa  nor  a  regard  lo 
[  would  pennit  delay.  The  die  h  cast,  and  it  remains  with 
^  lo  fulfil  either  their  engagemeols,  preserve  their  credit 
^Tt  their  independence,  or  to  involve  us  in  disgrace  and 
f  •••"••  I  shall  proceed  on  the  aopposition 
py  will  ultimately  cousult  their  own  interest  and  honor, 
tflufier  as  to  fail  for  want  of  means,  which  it  is  evidently 
I  power  to  afford.  What  has  hecn  done,  and  is  doing,  by 
[the  States,  confirms  the  opinion  I  have  entertained  of  the 
b  ie80nric«a  of  the  country.  Aa  to  the  disposition  of 
^le  ta  submit  to  any  anangements  for  bringing  them 
laee  no  reasonable  grounds  to  doubt.  If  we  fail  for  want 
tcr  exertions,  in  any  of  the  guvemuents,  I  trust  the  re- 
Qity  will  &11  where  it  ought,  and  that  I  eholl  stand  justi- 
pongress,  to  my  country,  and  to  the  world." 
I  arrival,  however,  of  the  British  Admiral  Graves,  at  New 
|n  the  13th  of  July,  with  six  ships-of-the-Iine,  gave  the 
pich  a  superiority  of  uaval  force,  that  the  design  on  New 
t«8  poctpooed  until  the  second  French  division  should 
JB  appearance,  or  a  squadron  under  the  Count  de  Quichen, 
Ifas  ex{>ected  from  the  West  Indies. 

|Le  mean  time,  Sir  Heury  Clinton,  who  had  information 
he  plans  and  movements  of  the  allies,  determined  to  fore- 
ka  meditated  attack  upon  New  York,  by  twating  up  the 
I  quarters  on  Rhode  Island.  This  he  was  tu  do  in  person 
head  of  six  thousand  men,  aided  by  Admiral  Arbiitbnot 
ii  fleet.  Sir  Henry  accordingly  proceeded  with  his  troops 
Pg's  Neck  on  the  Sound ;  there  to  embark  on  board  uf 
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trans]K)rt8  which  Arbnthnot  was  to  pffcnride    No  noiwr  di 
AVashin^n  leam  that  so  large  a  force  had  left  New  Tork,  tku 
he  crossed  the  Hadson   to  Peekskill,  and  prepared  to  mm 
townnls  King*6  Bridge,  with  the  main  bodj  of  his  troops,  viuA 
ha<l  recently  been  reinforced.    His  intention  was,  either  to  obli^ 
Sir  Henry  to  abandon  his  project  against  Rhode  IdaDd,orto 
Ktrike  a  blow  at  New  York  during  his  absence.     As  WashingtM 
was  on  hon^eback,  observing  the  crossing  of  the  last  division  of 
his  troops.  General  Arnold  approached,  having  jnst  arrived  in  die 
camp.     Arnold  had  been  manoeuvring  of  late  to  get  the  oom- 
niand  of  West  Point,  and,  among  other  means,  had  induced  Mr. 
Rol>ert  R.  Livin<;st<)n,  then  a  New  York  member  of  Congress,  to 
pu^j;i'ht  it  in  a  letter  to  Washington  as  a  measure  of  great  expe- 
<lieiu  y.     ArnoM  now  accosteil  the  latter  to  know  whether  my 
]»lace  had  In'on  assigned  to  him.     Ho  was  told,  that  he  was  to 
t'oiuniaud  the  left  wing,  and  Washington  added,  that  they  wooM 
liavo  fiirtlier  conversation  on  the  subject  when  he  retumed  to 
head-quarters.     The  silence  and  evident  chagrin  with  which  the 
rt'ply  was  received  surprised  Washington,  and  he  was  still  more 
Burprisetl  when  he  8ul)8cquent1y  leametl  that  Arnold  was  more 
desirous  of  a  garrison  post  than  of  a  command  in  the  field, 
although  a  i)ost  of  honor  ha<l  been  assigned  him,  and  actire  se^ 
vice  was  antici|)ated.     Amold*s  excuse  was  that  his  wounded  leg 
still  uniitted  him  for  action  either  on  foot  or  horseback;  bntthst 
at  West  Point  he  might  render  himself  useful. 

The  exi)edition  of  Sir  Henry  was  delayed  by  the  tardy  arn- 
val  of  transports.  In  the  mean  time  he  heard  of  the  sudden 
move  of  Washington,  and  learned,  moreover,  that  the  position  ^ 

m 

the  French  at  Newport  had  been  strengthened  by  the  mili^^ 
from  the  neighboring  country.     These  tidings  disconcerted  '^ 
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K    He  lefl  Admiral  ArbuChnot  to  proceed  with  bis  Bquailron 
,  blockade  the  French  fleet,  and  endeavor  to  intercept 
iMcoDi]  division,  supposed  to  be  on  its  way,  while  be  with  bla 

»  hftSteDcd  back  to  New  York. 
'In  consequence  of  theii  return  Waahingtoa  again  with'bew 
\bnx»  to   tbe  west  side  of  tbo   Hudson;  firEt   establishing  a 
I  and  tbrawing  up  small  works  at  Dobbs  Ferry,  about  ten 

■  ibove  King's  Bridge,  to  secure  a  connaunication  across 

lirer  for  the  tran^irtation  of  troops  and  ordnance,  should 
rdwign  npou  New  York  be  prosecuted. 

Arnold  now  received  tbe  important  command  which  he  had 

iniestly  coveted.  It  included  tbe  fortress  at  West  Point  and 
I'puits  from  Fishkill  to  King's  Ferry,  together  with  the  corps 
I  and  cavalry  advanced  towards  tbe  enemy's  line  on 
a,  side  of  tbe  river.  He  was  ordered  to  have  the  works  at 
int  completed  us  expeditiously  as  possible,  and  to  keep  all 
ipuats  on  their  guard  against  surprise ;  there  being  eonstaut 

chensions  that  tbe  enemy  might  make  »  sudden  effort  M 
D  (XMsessiun  of  .the  river. 
iHaring  made  these  arrangements!,  Washington  tecroEsed  to 
iwest  side  of  ihe  Hudson,  and  took  post  at  Oraugetown  or 

an,  on  the  borders  of  tbe  Jerseys,  and  opposite  to  Dobbs 

r,  to  be  at  hand  for  any  attempt  npon  \ew  York. 
The  execution  of  this  cherished  design,  however,  was  again 
uned  by  intelligence  that  the  second  division  of  the  French 
riciKeuentB'waa  blockaded  in  the  harbor  of  Brest  by  the 
:  Washington  still  had  hopes  that  It  might  be  carried 
B  eSect  by  the  aid  of  the  squadron  of  the  Count  de  Guichen 
■  the  West  Indies  i  or  of  a  fleet  from  Cadiz. 

At  this  critical  jimcture,  an  embaTrassing  derangement.  tx>A. 


it  be  Mloptcd,  to  ocHitiiiiie  in 
department,  witiioat  any  eXtn 

the  cxptiiees  of  his  family,  t 
lie  consiilereJ  it  incapable  of 
ed  with  calamitous  and  disg 
dered  his  resignation.  Wm 
bong  accepted.  "  Unless  eSi 
"to  induce  General  Greene 
that  department  to  continae 
eiiy  be  a  total  Blagnation  ol 
must  cease  from  the  prepari 
probability,  ehall  be  obliged  t 
for  want  of  Bosbistence." 

The  tone  and  manner,  ho 
in  otTering  bis  resignation,  ao 
paign  was  opened,  the  i^nem} 
Bunders  waiting  for  co-opera 
gresa.     His  resignation  waa  { 

.nrcn  nf  «..Bru>n.1ir.«-  b;m  from 
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irhiuh  thej  bold  their  commiBBioiiB.    In  n  word,  it  will  exhibit 

»  fpeeimun  of  power,  that  I  qiicstinn  much  if  there  is  an 

r  in  tlie  wlmle  line  that  will  hold  a  commission  beyond  the 
1  nf  the  cantpAign,  if  he  does  till  then.  Such  an  act  in  tho 
K  dmpotic  guvernment  would  be  attended  at  least  with  load 
iplaints." 

Tlw  connselH  of  Washington  pTevailed ;  the  ia<Jignity  was 
iioSicleil,  and  Congrens  was  saved  from  the  error,  if  not  dig- 

B,  of  discarding  from  her  service  one  of  the  ablest  and  most 

jriouB  of  ber  generals. 
Colonel  Pickering  was  appoint«d  to  sncceed  Greene  &s  qnar- 
UMer-general,  hut  the  latter  continued  for  some  time,  at  the 
lett  of  Washington,  to  aid  in  conducting  the  business  of  the 
Colonel  Pickering  acq^uitted  himself  in  his  new 
It  with  «eai,  talents  and  integrity,  but  there  were  radical  de- 
I  in  the  system  which  defied  all  ability  and  exertion. 
She  conunissariat  was  equally  in  a  state  of  derangement. 
1  this  very  juncture,"  writes  Washington  (Aug.  20th),  "  I  am 

«i1  to  the  piunfal  alternative,  either  of  disminsing  a  part  of 

militia  now  assembling,  or  of  letting  them  come  forward  to 

i  whit-'h  it  will  be  extremely  difficult  for  the  troops  already 

:  field    to   avoid.     •     •     •     •      Every   day's  experience 

more  and  more  that  the  present  mode  of  supplies  is  the 

t  micertain,  expensive  and  injnrions,  that  could  be  devised. 

I  impossible  for  us  to  form  any  calculations  of  what  we  are  to 

St,  and  consequently,  to  concert  any  plans  for  future  execu- 

No  adequate  provision  of  forage  having  l)een  raade,  we  are 

.obliged  to  subsist  the  horses  of  the  army  by  force,  which, 

g  other  evils,  oHev  gives  rise  to  civil  disputes,  and  priwiecu- 
^  as  vexatious  as  they  are  bnrdeiisome  to  the  Y'uUki.     ''^\Si 
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his  emergcndes  he  wm  forced  to  empty  the  magaanei  it  Wot 
Point ;  jet  theee  afforded  bat  tempcMnurj  relief;  ■canity  cootii- 
ued  to  prevail  to  a  distrenng  degree,  and  on  the  Gthcf  Sfl^ 
tember,  he  oomplaiiiB  that  the  army  has  for  two  or  tbee  diji 
been  entirely  dettitute  of  meat  ^  Snch  injury  to  the  diidpliM 
of  the  army,*^  adds  he,  "  and  such  distress  to  the  inhiUtanti, 
result  from  these  frequent  events,  that  my  feelings  are  hnit  be 
yond  description  at  the  cries  of  the  one  and  at  seemg  tls 
other/' 

The  anxiety  of  Washington  at  this  momoit  of  embamniiMBi 
was  heightened  by  the  receipt  of  disastrous  intdligence  ban  the 
South ;  the  purport  of  which  we  shall  succinctly  relate  in  iDoilMr 
chapter. 


CHAPTEB   VIII. 

n  CABOLOU^-DlFFlCULnKB  OF  ITS  IHYASIOIV— CHARACTKB  OP  THB  PBO- 

■u  AMD  commr — buiiteb,  hu  chabaoibb  akd  ffroRT — ^rockt  xouirr — 

lAHOmO  BOOK — SLOW  ADYANCB  OP  DK  KALE — GATES  TAKES  COldaCAirD — 
)IM>LATB  MABCB — BAXTLB  OP  GAMDBK— PUGHT  OP  GATES — 8DMTEH  SUR- 
W8BD  BT  TABUETOH  AT  THB  WAZHAWB — ^WASHQIGTON's  OPINION  OP  MI- 
(JTIA — HIS  UETTKB  TO  GATES. 

n>  CoRNWALLis,  when  left  in  military  command  at  the  Sonth 
Sir  Henry  Clinton,  was  charged,  it  will  be  recollected,  with 

invasion  of  North  Carolina.  It  was  an  enterprise  in  which 
ch  diflScult J  was  to  be  apprehended,  both  from  the  character 
tbe  people  and  the  country.  The  original  settlers  were  from 
ioug  parts,  most  of  them  men  who  had  experienced  political  or 
?kni8  oppression,  and  had  brought  with  them  a  quick  sensi- 
'T  to  wrong,  a  stem  appreciation  of  their  rights,  and  an  in- 
11  table  spirit  of  freedom  and  independence.  In  the  heart  of 
State  was  a  hardy  Presbyterian  stock,  the  Scotch  Irish,  as 

^ere  called,  having  emigrated  from  Scotland  to  Ireland,  and 
cc  to  America ;  and  who  were  said  to  possess  the  impulsive- 

of  the  Irishman,  vrith  the  dogged  resolution  of  the  Cove- 
^r. 

t^ie  early  history  of  the  colony  abounds  with  instances  of 
•spirit  among  its  people.     "  They  always  behaved  ixvwAfttvlVj 
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to  their  governors,**  complAiiia  Governor  Barrington  in  ITSl; 
''  Homc  the V  have  driven  oat  of  the  country — at  other  times  they 
itet  up  a  government  of  their  own  choicei  supported  by  men  mder 
arms.**     It  was  in  fact  the  spirit  of  popular  liberty  and  sel^* 
enmient  which  stirred  within  them,  and  gave  birth  to  the  glori- 
ous axiom :    *'  the  rights  of  the  many  against  the  exictkxtf  d 
the  few.**     So  ripe  was  this  spirit  at  an  early  day,  that  when  the 
boundary  line  was  run,  in  1727,  between  North  Carolina  and 
Virginia,  the  borderers  were  eager  to  be  included  within  tl^e 
former  province,  *'as  there  they  payed  no  tribute  to  6od<f 
Cesar." 

It  was  this  spirit  which  gave  rise  to  the  confederacy,  caB^ 
the  Kegiilation,  formed  to  withstand  the  abuses  of  power;  ^ 
the  first  blood  shed  in  our  country,  in  resistance  to  arbitr^H 
taxation,  was  at  Almance  in  this  province,  in  a  conflict  betw^^ 
the  regulators  ancl  Governor  Tryon.     Above  all,  it  should  ne**^ 
l)e  forgotten,  that  at  Mecklenburg,  in  the  heart  of  North  C^^^ 
Viniiy  was  fulminated  the  first  declaration  of  independence  of    '^^ 
Iiiitish  crown,  upwards  of  a  year  before  a  like  declaration.       ^ 
Congress. 

A  population  so  characterized  presented  formidable  diflkul^^^ 
to  the  invader.     The  physical  difficulties  arising  from  the  nat' 


of  the  country  consisted  in  its  mountain  fiastnesses  in  the  nor 
western  part,  its  vast  forests,  its  sterile  tracts,  its  long  riv 
destitute  of  bridges,  and  which,  though  fbrdable  in  fair  weath 
were  liable  to  be  swollen  by  sudden  storms  and  freshets, 
rendered  deep,  turbulent  and  impassable.     These  rivers,  in 
which  rushed  down  from  the  mountain,  but  wound  slnggisl^^  •^ 
through  the  plains,  were  the  military  strength  of  the  country,  as 
shall  have  frequent  occasion  to  show  in  the  course  of  oar  nmrratir 
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Cornwsllia  forbore  to  attempt  the  invagion  of  North 
until  the  anmmer  heats  should  b«  over  and  the  liarvesta 
in.  In  the  mean  lime  he  disposed  of  his  troops  in  ean- 
,  to  cover  the  frontiers  uf  Siiuth  Carolina  and  Georgia, 
.tain  their  interna)  quiet.  The  command  of  the  fron- 
given  hy  him  to  Lord  Ruwdon,  who  made  Camden 

post  This  town,  the  capital  of  Kershaw  District,  al 
Tiitful  country,  was  situated  on  the  east  bank  of  thftfl 
Kiver,  on  the  road  leading  to  North  Carolina.  It  waa| 
grand  military  depot  for  the  projected  campaign- 
ig  made  these  dispositions,  Lord  ComuBllia  set  up  Ucfl 
rters  al  Charleston,  where  he  occupied  himself  in  regv*  I 
I  uivil  and  commercial  affairs  of  the  province,  in  orgao^J 

mililia  of  the  lower  districts,  and  in  forwarding  piO<i  J 
id  munitions  of  war  to  Camden, 
proclamation  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  putting  an  end  to 
klity,  and  the  rigorous  penalties  and  persecntions  with 
1  infract  ions  of  its  terms  were  punished,  had  for  a  time 
Jie  spirit  of  the  country.      By   degrees,  however,  thflJ 
British  power  gave  way  to  impatience  of  British  exae*  1 
JMOBtouui  of   revolt   manifested   themselves   in  variota  I 
flHH|n  encouraged  by  intelligence  that  De  Kalb,  seni^ 
HHj^  vas  advancing  through  North  Carolina  at  thtM 
tpi>  tlioueand  men,  and  that  the  militia  of  that  Stat« 
trginia  were  joining  his  standard.     This  wan  soon  fol< 
tidings  that  Gates,  the  conqueror  of  Burgoyne,  was  on 
o  take  command  of  the  Southern  forces 
prospect  of  such  aid  from  the  North  reanimated  the 

patriots.      One   of    the    most    eminent   of  these   ' 
Blunter,  whom  the  Carolinians  had  surnamed  the  Qt 
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Cock.  lie  was  between  fiurty  and  fifty  yean  of  «ge,  txtn^ 
hardy,  Tigorons,  resolute.  He  had  seryed  against  the  IndiiDiiB 
his  boyhood,  during  the  old  French  war,  and  had  been  pnBental 
the  defeat  of  Braddock.  In  the  present  war  he  had  hell  tlie 
rank  of  lieutenant-colonel  of  riflemen  in  the  ContincnUlliBft 
After  the  fall  of  Charleston,  when  patriots  took  refuge  in  oooti^ 
uous  States,  or  in  the  natural  fastnesses  of  the  country,  he  Id 
retired  with  his  family  into  one  of  the  latter. 

The  lower  part  of  South  Carolina  for  upwards  of  a  hnsdrd 
miles  back  from  the  sea  is  a  level  country,  abounding  vith 
swamps,  locked  up  in  the  windings  <^  the  rivers  which  flow  dovn 
from  the  Appalachian  Mountains.  ScHne  of  these  swsmpi  ve 
mere  canebrakes,  of  little  use  until  subdued  by  cultivation,  vhen 
they  yield  abundant  crops  of  rice.  Others  are  covered  with  for- 
ests of  cypress,  cedar  and  laurel,  green  all  the  year  and  odorifer^ 
ous,  but  tangleil  ^vith  vines  and  almost  impenetrable.  In  their 
bosoms,  however,  are  fine  savannahs ;  natural  lawns,  open  to  cul- 
tivation, and  yielding  abundant  pasturage.  It  requires  loc>l 
knowledge,  however,  to  penetrate  these  wildernesses,  and  hence 
they  form  strongholds  to  the  people  of  the  country.  In  ooe  n 
these  natural  fastnesses,  on  the  borders  of  the  Santee,  Sumter 
had  taken  up  his  residence,  and  hence  he  would  sally  forth  Id 
various  directions.  During  a  temporary  absence  his  retreat  baa 
l>een  invaded,  his  house  burnt  to  the  ground,  his  wife  and  chil' 
dren  driven  forth  without  shelter.  Private  injury  had  thus  been 
added  to  the  incentives  of  patriotism.  Emerging  from  his  bi^ 
ing-place,  he  had  thrown  himself  among  a  handful  of  hiB  €^*' 
sufferers  who  had  taken  refuge  in  North  Carolina.  They  chose 
him  at  once  as  a  leader,  and  resolved  on  a  desperate  stragg^  ^ 
the   deliverance  of  their  native  State.      Destitute  of  regular 
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1,  they  foiled  mile  substituteB  out  of  ibe  implementa  nf 

kndr^.      Old  miU-saws  were  converted  into  broad-Bwords ; 

»  at  the  ends  of  poles  served  for  lances ;  while  the  country 

8  gladly  gave  op  tbeir  pewter  dishes  and  other  utensils, 

I  doirn  and  cast  into  bullets  for  such  as  bad  Gre- 


tr  led  this  gallant  baud  of  exiles  over  the  border, 
i  not  amount  in  nniubet  to  twi>  hundred ;  yet,  with  these, 
acted  and  routed  a  well-armed  body  of  British  troops  and 
;  terror  of  the  frontier.  Hie  foliiiwers  supplied  theni- 
B  iviih  weapons  from  the  slain.  In  a  little  wbile  his  band 
'  sugmented  by  recruits.  Parties  of  militia,  also,  recently 
)died  under  the  compelling  measnres  of  Cornwattis,  deserted 
;&  patriot  standard.  Thus  reinforced  to  the  amount  of  six 
ndred  men,  he  made,  on  the  30tb  of  July,  a  spirited  attack  on 
II  British  post  at  Rocky  Mount,  near  the  Catawba,  hut  was  re- 
Kd.  A  more  successful  attack  was  made  by  him,  eight  days 
rwuds,  uD  HDotber  post  at  Hanging  Bock.  The  Prince  of 
la  regiment  which  defended  it  was  nearly  annihilated,  and  a 
Jt  body  of  North  Carolina  loyalists,  under  Colonel  Brian,  was 
M  And  dispersed.  The  gallant  exploits  of  Siunter  were  emu- 
bd  b  odier  parts  of  the  country,  and  the  partisan  war  thug 
Ittmced  was  carried  on  with  an  audacity  that  soon  obliged 
^  enemy  to  call  in  their  outposts,  and  collect  their  troops  in 
^*  massea. 

t 'Hw  advance  of  De  Ealb  with  reinforcements  from  the  North, 
|B  t>een  retarded  by  varioos  difliculLiea,  the  most  iin|iortant  of 
pcb  tvaa  want  of  provisions.  This  had  Iwen  especially  the 
^  lie  said,  since  hie  arrival  in  North  Carolina.  The  legisla- 
tor executive  power,  he  complained  gave  him  no  assistance, 
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nor  could  he  obtain  supplies  from  the  people  bat  hjnDitiiyfeict 
There  wm  do  fkmr  in  the  camp,  nor  were  dispovtioiis  mi^  to 
furnish  any.     His  troops  were  rednced  ibr  a  time  to sbonaDoi- 
auce,  and  at  length,  on  the  6th  of  July,  brooght  to  a  poatiralult 
at  Deep  River  *     The  North  Carolina  militia,  under  Genenl 
Taswell,  were  already  in  the  field,  on  the  road  to  Camden,  bejind 
the  Pedee  River.     He  was  anxious  to  form  a  junction  with  tbeii 
and  with  some  Virginia  troops,  under  Colonel  Porterfidd,  TeBqvi 
of  the  defenders  of  Charleston ;  but  a  wide  and  sterile  region  hj 
between  him  and  them,  difficult  to  be  traversed,  unless  migtaiKi 
were  established  in  advance,  or  he  were  supplied  with  pronskw 
to  take  with  him.    Thus  circumstanced,  he  wrote  toCongreaand 
to  the  State  Legislature,  representing  his  situation,  and  entreat- 
ing relief.     For  three  weeks  he  remained  in  this  encampment, 
fi>ra^!ng  an  exhausted  country  for  a  meagre  subsistence,  and  vy 
thinking  of  deviating  to  the  right,  and  seeking  the  fertile  coofi- 
ties  of  Mecklenburg  and  Rowan,  when,  on  the  25th  of  Joljf 
(icneral  (rates  arrived  at  the  camp. 

Tlie  baron  greeted  him  with  a  Continental  salute  from  his 
little  park  of  artillery,  and  received  him  with  the  ceremonv  and 
deference  due  to  a  superior  officer  who  was  to  take  the  commandp 
There  was  a  contest  of  politeness  between  the  two  generals' 
(fates  approved  of  De  Ealb*s  standing  orders,  but  at  the  ^ 
review  of  the  troops,  to  the  great  astonishment  of  the  baron,  ga^^ 
orders  for  them  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  marcb  at  a 
Momenfs  warning.  It  was  evident  he  meant  to  signaUxe  hims^ 
by  celerity  of  movement  in  contrast  with  protracted  delays. 

It  was  in  vain  the  destitute  situation  of  the  troops  was  lepi^ 

*  A  brancfa  of  Cape  Fear  river.     The  aborigiiud  name  Sapponh. 


Kl 
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1  tn  liim,  and  tJiat  ihej'  had  not  a  day's  provision  id  ad- 

.     His  reply  was,  tliat  waggons  laden  wilb  mpplies  were 

ig  c<n,  and  would  overtake  them  In  two  days. 

Od  the  27tli,  he  actaally  put  the  army  in  motion  over  the 

Ford,  on  the  direct  road  to  Camden.     Colonel  Williams, 

■■ijutaRt-gcnera]  of  De  Ealb,  warned  him  of  the  sterile  nn> 

bS  that  route,  and  recomineuded  a  more  tircuitoUB  one  fur- 

'  Dotth,  which  t!ie  baron  had  intended  to  take,  and  which 

«d  through  the  abundant  county  of  Mecklenburg.     Gates 

lHil«d  in  taking  the  direct  route,  ob^^erving  that  he  should  the 

fiirm  a  junction  with  Caswell  and  the  North  Carolina  mili- 

f  ud  as  (o  the  eterillt}'  of  the  country,  his  supplies  would 

overtake  him. 

Tbe  route  proved  all  that  had  been   rvpreseDted.     It  led 

Qgh  a  region  of  pine  barrens,  eaud  hills  and  ewampg,  with 

bmnau  habitations,  and  tboee  mostly  deserted.     The  stip- 

I  of  which  he  bad  spoken  never  overtook  him.     His  army 

to  sabHist  itself  on  lean  cattle,  roaming  almost  wild  in  I.lie 

bi  and  lo  supply  the  want  of  bread  with  green  Indian  corn, 

ppe  apples,  and  jicaches.     The  consequence  was,  a  distressing 

i  of  dysentery. 

fisviog  crossed  the  Pedee  River  on  the  3d  of  August,  tho 
tj  WM  joined  by  a  handful  of  brave  Virginia  regulars,  under 
nrasnl-colonel  Porterlield,  who  bad  been  wandering  about 
Country  since  the  disaster  of  Charleston ;  and,  on  the  Tth, 
BDch-desired  junction  tixik  place  with  the  North  Carolina 
1^  On  the  13th  tbey  encamped  at  Bugeley's  lUillB,  other- 
'  eilled  Clermont,  about  twelve  mUes  from  Camden,  and  on 
IbUowing  day  were  reinforced  by  &  brigade  of  seven  hundred 
E>iiia  militia,  under  General  Stevens. 
Vol.  IV.— 4* 


On  tba  approach  of  GMes,  Lord  Bcwdon  kiJ 
iuM  fddcw  aX  Cwnden.  Tht  post  waa  flanked  hj  the 
Krer  and  Fine-tree  Creek,  and  stTengthened  wilk 
Xjord  Comwallia  had  hastened  hither  &nm  ChaHeatdu  on' 
that  tAm  ia  this  quarter  were  drawing  to  a  cnda, 
amTCdfaanoa  th*  ISth.  TheBritishefiectirefoitelfani 
waa  iumthing  mare  than  twothonaand,  indndingoffioflK 
five  hnndied  were  militift  and  toi7  Tefogeea  from  Stirili  C'unitu' 

The  fovDM  under  OatM^  aooordjng  to  the  return  of  tui  nt^- 
taat-gennal,  wen  three  tboonod  and  &ftj-two  it  ia  iof, 
won  than  twD-Uiirda  of  them,  bowerer,  was  militia. 

On  the  14th,  be  receircd  an  express  from  Geucial  Btm^ 
who,  with  hii  p&rtisan  corps,  after  harassing  the  ataajAi^ 
oos  points,  was  now  endeavoring  to  cnt  off  thnr  in^ilitin 
Charleeton.  The  object  of  the  express  was  to  ask  a  irirfw 
ment  of  regulars  to  aid  him  in  capturing  a  laige  oanvf  ■ 
clothing,  ammanition  and  stores,  on  its  way  to  the  ganiaa,* 
which  woidd  pass  Wateree  Feny,  abont  a  mile  frtm  Cante 

Oates  aocoidinglj'  detached  Colonel  WooUbid  of  the  Tltif^ 
tine,  with  one  hnndred  regulars,  a  party  of  artilleiy,  ud 
brass  field-pieces.     On  the  same  erenjng  he  moved  with  1»  ■ 
force  to  take   post  at  a  deep  stream   about  seven  mils  ^ 
Camden,   intending  to  attack  Lord  Rawdon  or  his  ndoM 
ifaonld  he  march  oat  in  force  to  repel  Somter. 

It  seems   bardl;  credible   that  Gates  should  hats  h*  * 
remiss  in  collecting  infonoatiOD  concerning    die  nuraao''  * 
bis  enemy  as  to  be  ntterly  miaware  that  Lord  CaamJSi  ^ 
arrived    at   Camden,     Such,   Itowever,    we   are  aflsaied  if  ■  | 
adjntanUgeneral,  was  the  fact.* 
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Bj  a  singalar  coincidencey  Lord  Gornwallis  on  the  very  samo 
erening  sallied  forth  from  Camden  to  attack  the  American  camp 
ttCWmoQt 

About  two  o'clock  at  night,  the  two  forces  bltmdered,  as  it 
vera,  on  each  other  about  half  way.  A  skirmish  took  place 
between  their  adranoed  guards,  in  which  Porteriield  of  the  Vir- 
guua  reg;u]ar8  was  mortally  wounded.  Some  prisoners  were 
ttken  on  either  side.  From  these  the  respective  commanders 
karat  the  nature  of  the  forces  each  had  stumbled  upon.  Both 
Uted,  formed  their  troops  for  action,  but  deferred  further  hostil- 
>t«8  nnta  daylight 

Gates  was  astounded  at  being  told  that  the  enemy  at  hand 
vaa  Comwallis  with  three  thousand  men.  Calling  a  council  of 
^h  ho  demanded  what  was  best  to  be  done.  For  a  moment  or 
*^o  there  was  blank  silence.  It  was  broken  by  General  Stevens 
rf  the  Virginia  militia,  with  the  significant  question,  "  Gentle- 
"*«j  ii  it  not  too  late  now  to  do  any  thing  but  fight?"  No 
<*her  advice  was  asked  or  offered,  and  all  were  required  to 
"^r  to  their  respective  commands,*  though  General  de  Kalb, 
*^  are  told,  was  of  opinion  that  they  should  regain  their  posi  • 
^  at  Clermont,  and  there  await  an  attack. 

Id  forming  the  line,  the  first  Maryland  division,  including 
«e  Delawares,  was  on  the  right,  commanded  by  De  Kalb.  The 
'  ^ginia  militia  under  Stevens,  were  on  the  left.  Caswell  with 
"te  North  Carolinians  formed  the  centre.  The  artillery  was  in 
battery  on  the  road.  Each  flank  was  covered  by  a  marsh.  The 
■*wid  Maryland  brigade  formed  a  reserve,  a  few  hundred  yards 
»  «Jar  of  the  first 

*  Wmiamir  Narrative. 
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At  daybreak  ( Aug.  16th  X  the  enemy  were  dimly  docriBl 
advancing  in  column ;  they  appeared .  to  be  di^laynig  to  the 
right.  The  deputy  adjutant-general  ordered  the  artilhiy  to 
open  a  fire  upon  them,  and  then  rode  to  General  Gateii  idnvM 
in  the  rear  of  the  line,  to  inform  him  of  the  canae  of  the  firiog* 
Gates  ordered  that  Sterens  should  adyanee  briskly  with  his 
brigade  of  Virginia  mOitia  and  attack  them  while  in  the  act  of 
displaying.  No  sooner  did  Stevens  receive  the  order  than  Iw  pot 
his  brigade  in  motion,  but  discovered  that  the  right  wing  of  the 
enemy  was  already  in  line.  A  few  sharp  shooters  were  detadied 
to  run  forward,  post  themselves  behind  trees  within  forty  or  fiftj 
yards  of  the  enemy  to  extort  their  fire  while  at  a  distance,  and 
render  it  less  terrible  to  the  militia.  The  expedient  failed.  The 
British  rushed  on  shouting  and  firing.  Stevens  called  to  his  men 
to  stand  firm,  and  put  them  in  mind  of  their  bayonets.  Hit 
words  were  unheeded.  The  inexperienced  militia,  dismayed  and 
confounded  by  this  impetuous  assault,  threw  down  their  loaded 
muskets  and  fle<l.  The  |)anic  spread  to  the  North  Caroliaa 
militia.  Part  of  them  made  a  temporary  stand,  but  soon  joined 
with  the  rest  in  flight,  rendered  headlong  and  disastrous  by  the 
charge  and  pursuit  of  Tarleton  and  his  cavalry. 

Gates,  seconded  by  his  officers,  made  several  attempts  t^ 
rally  the  militia,  but  was  borne  along  with  them.  The  dsj  wai 
hazy ;  there  was  no  wind  to  carry  ofi*  the  smoke,  which  hmi 
over  the  field  of  battle  like  a  thick  cloud.  Nothing  could  b 
seen  distinctly.  Supposing  that  the  regular  troops  were  di^ 
j^rsed  like  the  militia.  Gates  gave  all  up  for  lost,  and  retreated 
fioin  the  field. 

The  regulars,  however,  had  not  given  way.  The  Marylan* 
brigades  and  the  Delaware  regiment,  unconscious  that  they  wer> 
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bj  the  miHtiay  stood  their  ground,  and  bore  the  brant 
l£  Ab  httHe,  Though  repeatedly  broken,  they  as  often  rallied, 
■d  liared  even  the  deadly  posh  of  the  bayonet.  At  length  a 
of  Tarleton*s  cavalry  on  their  flank  threw  them  into 
and  drove  them  into  the  woods  and  swamps.  None 
more  gallantry  on  this  disastrous  day  than  the  Baron  de 
bb;  he  fooght  on  fix)i  with  the  second  Maryland  brigade,  and 
HI  okansted  after  Teceiring  eleven  woonds.  His  aide-de-camp, 
Di  Bbysson,  inpported  him  in  his  anns  and  was  repeatedly 
><aided  in  protecting  him.  He  announced  the  rank  and  nation 
'  lis  general,  and  both  were  taken  prisoners.  De  Kalb  died  in 
ke  eonne  of  a  few  days,  dictating  in  his  last  moments  a  letter 
»>IwysBng  his  affection  for  the  officers  and  men  of  his  division 
>lio  had  so  nobly  stood  by  him  in  this  deadly  strife. 

If  the  militia  fled  too  soon  in  this  battle,  said  the  adjutants 
^eaenl,  the  regnlars  remained  too  long ;  fighting  when  there  was 
>o  hope  of  victory.* 

General  Gates  in  retreating  had  hoped  to  rally  a  sufficient 
bte  at  Clermont  to  cover  the  retreat  of  the  regulars,  but  the 
brtfaer  they  fled,  the  more  the  militia  were  dispersed,  until  the 
Cnenls  were  abandoned  by  all  but  their  aids.  To  add  to  the 
Vtttification  <^  Gates,  he  learned  in  the  course  of  his  retreat 
that  Smnter  had  been  completely  successful,  and  having  reduced 
the  enemy's  redoubt  on  the  Wateree,  and  captured  one  hundred 
fchoners  and  forty  loaded  waggons,  was  marching  off  with  his 
oooty  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river ;  apprehending  danger 
noni  the  quarter  in  which  he  had  heard  firing  in  the  morning. 
Gttei  had  do  longer  any  means  of  co-operating  with  him ;  he 


NuratiT*. 


90  lira  or  WAUDrorcv.  {Ml 

■ent  ordera  to  Lim,  therdbn^  to  raCin  ia  Hhm  bat  vflMrb 
could;  while  he  himself  prooeeded  with  GeDMal  GmMI  1^^ 
the  YilUge  of  ChArlotte,  about  utj  milee  diaftant 

GomwalliB  was  ^vprehensire  that  Bmntei'a  eoipa  adi^fina 
a  ndlyiog  pmnt  to  the  nmted  army.  On  tlM  moniBg  rf  fle 
17th  of  Anguat,  therefine,  he  detached  Tarkton  in  fmmt  with 
a  body  of  cavalry  and  light  inluitiyi  aboat  three  hmdred  mi 
fifty  strong.  Somter  was  retreating  np  the  weetem  sidecfthi 
Watoree,  moch  encombered  by  his  spoils  and  priaanen.  Tdflloa 
poshed  up  by  forced  and  concealed  mardies  on  the  eastannk 
Hofses  and  men  suffered  from  the  intense  heat  of  the  westW 
At  dusk  Tarleton  descried  the  firee  of  the  American  csmp  aboit 
a  mUe  from  the  opposite  shore.  He  gave  orders  to  seeore  aO 
boats  on  the  river^  and  to  light  no  fire  in  the  camjpL  In  the 
morning  his  sentries  gave  word  that  the  Americans  were  qmttiiig 
their  encampment.  It  was  evident  they  knew  nothing  of  a 
British  force  being  in  pursuit  of  them.  Tarleton  now  enuA 
the  Wateree ;  the  infSantry  with  a  three-pounder  passed  in  boitSi 
the  cavalry  swam  their  horses  where  the  river  was  not  ibrdiUBi 
The  delay  in  crossing,  and  the  diligence  of  Sumter's  naid^ 
increased  the  distance  between  the  pursuers  and  the  pnmei 
About  noon  a  part  of  Tarleton's  force  gave  out  through  best  aal 
fatigue.  Leaving  them  to  repoae  on  the  bank  of  Fishing  CtmIi 
he  pushed  on  with  about  one  hundred  dragoons^  the  fireshsit  aal 
most  able ;  still  marching  with  great  circumspectiaB.  As  ka 
entered  a  valley,  a  discharge  of  small-arms  from  a  tUcht 
tumbled  a  dragoon  from  his  saddle.  His  comrades  galloped  ^ 
to  the  place,  and  found  two  American  videttea  whom  they  aabiai 
before  Tarleton  could  interpose.  A  sergeant  and  five  dragoosi 
rode  up  to  the  summit  of  a  neighboring  hill  to  vBoonnoitta 
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ing  on  their  horses  they  made  mgns  to  Tarleton.  H« 
t\y  approached  the  crest  of  the  hill,  snd  looking  over  be- 
ke  American  camp  on  a,  neighboring  height,  and  appar- 

a  most  negligent  condition. 

ter,  in  feci,  having  pressed  hia  retreat  to  the  neighlior- 
r  the  Catawba  Furd,  and  taken  a  strong  position  at  the 
Piahing  Creek,  and  hia  jmtrols  having  scoured  the  road 
t  discovering  any  signs  of  an  eneniy,  considered  himself 
from  snrprise.  The  two  shots  fired  by  liia  videttee  had 
but  were  supposed  to  have  been  made  by  militia 
Ig  cattle.  The  troops  having  for  the  lost  four  days  lieen 
without  food  or  sleep,  were  now  indulged  in  complete 
ion.  Their  arms  were  stacked,  and  they  were  scattered 
»me  strolling,  some  lying  on  the  grass  under  the  trees, 
Bllting  in  the  river.  Sumter  himself  had  thrown  off  part 
blothes  on  Account  of  the  heat  of  the  weather. 
Kng  welt  reconnoitred  this  negligient  camp,  indulging  in 
Bopineness  and  sultry  repose,  Tarleton  prepared  for  instant 

His  cavalry  and  infantry  formed  into  one  line  dashed 
,  with  a  general  shout,  and,  beRsre  the  Americans  conld 
from  their  surprise,  got  between  them  and  the  parade 
on  which  the  muskets  were  stocked. 
was  confusion  and  consternation  in  the  American  camp. 
pljoaition  was  made  from  behind  raggage  waggons,  and 
rsa  skirmisliing  in  various  qnarters,  but  in  a  little  while 
a  universal  flight  to  the  river  and  the  woods.  Between 
id  four  hundred  were  killed  and  wounded  ;  all  their  arms 
^age  with  two  brass  field-pieces  fell  into  the  hands  of  tlie 
who  also  recaptured  the  prisoners  and  booty  taken  at 
k     Sautter  with  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  of  his  met> 


i 


effected  a  retreat ;  be  galloped  ofl^  it  ia  said,  without  nddk,^ 
or  coat 

Gates,  on  reaching  the  village  of  Charlotte^  had  been  joined 
by  some  fugitives  from  his  army.     He  conliniied  on  to  HiDb- 
borough,  one  hundred  and  eighty  milea  frooi  Camden,  when  be 
male  a  stand  and  endeavored  to  rally  his  scattered  fineea  Vm 
rof^lar  troops,  however,  were  little  more  than  one  thousand.  At 
to  the  militia  of  North  and  South  Carolina,  they  had  di^eael  to 
their  respective  homes,  depending  i^ion  the  patriotism  and  dwiV 
of  the  farmers  along  the  road  for  food  and  shelter. 

It  was  not  until  the  b^^ing  of  September  that  Wadung^ 
ton  received  word  of  the  disastrous  reverse  at  Camden.  The 
shock  was  the  greater,  as  previous  reporte  from  that  quarter  bad 
represented  the  operations  a  few  days  preceding  the  action  ee 
much  in  our  iavor.  It  was  evident  to  Washington  thit  the 
course  of  war  must  ultimately  tend  to  the  Sonthem  Stately  jci 
the  situation  of  affairs  in  the  North  did  not  permit  him  to  detach 
anv  sufficient  force  for  their  relief.     All  that  he  could  do  for  the 

m 

present   was   to  endeavor  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check  in  that 
quarter.     For  this  purpose,  he  gave  orders  that  some  Rgnl*'' 
^troops,  enlisted  in  Maryland  for  the  war,  and  intended  ix  the 
main   army,  should   be   sent  to  the  southward.     He  wrote  to 
Governor  Rutledge  of  South  Carolina  ( 12th  September ),  to  laiio 
a  |)ermanent,  compact,  well-organized  body  of  troops,  instead  J 
de|Kinding  upon  a  numerous  army  of  militia,  always  ''iocoo- 
ceivably  expensive,  and  too  fluctuating  and  nndiscipIiDed"  to 
oppose  a  regular  force.     He  was  still  more  urgent  and  explicit 
on  this  head  in  his  letters  to  the  President  of  Congress  (Sept 
loth).     <<  Regular  troops  alone,"  said  he,  *^  are  equal  to  ^ 
exigencies  of  modem  war,  as  well  for  defence  as  oAnoe;  e^d 
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inacfa  A  substitute  is  attempted,  it  must  prove  iUnsory  and 
inwu.  Xo  militia  will  ever  acquiro  the  habits  necessary  to 
Ml  t  regiiUr  force.  The  firmness  requisite  for  tbc  real  busi- 
H  of  fighting  is  onljr  to  be  attaini^d  by  a  constant  cijursi;  of 
leiplitw  and  Mrvioe.  I  have  never  yet  been  witness  to  a  single 
■uuf,  that  can  jnstifjr  a  dlfTereut  opinion ;  »nd  it  is  moat 
mwilj  to  be  wished,  that  the  liberties  of  America  may  no 
*Sff  1«  tmsted,  in  any  material  degree,  tn  so  precarious  a 
(•Hiilenc*.  •  •  "  "  In  my  ideas  of  tlie  true  system  of 
■f  at  ilie  southward,  the  object  ought  to  he  to  have  a  good 
l»y.  rather  than  a  large  one.  Every  exertion  should  be  made 
'^OTlh  Carolina,  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  Delaware,  to  raise  a 
"naiiont  forc«  of  six  thousand  men,  exclusive  of  horse  and 
merj.  These,  with  tlte  occasional  aid  of  the  militia  in  the 
Unity  of  the  scene  of  action,  will  not  only  suffice  to  prevent 
•  further  progress  of  the  enemy,  but,  if  properly  supplied,  to 
'VP'  tbein  to  compact  their  force  and  relinquish  a  part  of  what 
if  hhv  hold.  To  expel  them  from  the  country  entirely  is  what 
'  cannut  aim  at,  till  we  derive  more  elTectual  sitpiiort  from 
d  by  attempting  too  much,  instead  of  going  forward, 

«b»n  go  backward.  Could  such  a  force  be  once  set  on  foot, 
'onlJ  immediolely  make  an  inconcHvahle  change  in  the  face  of 
^  not  only  in  the  opposition  to  the  enemy,  but  in  expense, 
Munptioii  of  provisions,  and  waste  of  arms  and  stores.  No 
guinea  can  be  equal  to  the  demands  of  an  army  of  militia, 
1  tione  need  economy  mure  than  ours." 

He  had  scarce  written  the  foregoing,  when  he  received  a 
l*'(  from  the  now  unfortunate  Gates,  dated  at  Hillsborough. 
S'  30th  and  Sept.  3d,  giving  particulars  of  his  discomfilurft 

longer  vaunting  and  vainglorious,  he  pleads  noihing  but  his 


pMriotano,  u>d  dapracatM  tin  fiOl  iridA  k»  mfi^mkmk 
him.  Hm  s^mI  vbieh  bs  mikH  to  W«Ui^{Ih*i  Bip* 
ninit  J  to  rapport  him  is  tUi  iaj  at  Ui  iotki^  ii  A*  Uj^ 
tectimoniAl  he  eoold  gire  to  tfat  «s«had  nhirintw^  <]f  tb  ■■ 
whom  he  onoe  e&cted  to  nndBmU^  and  rapind  to  imUnl 

"  Anxiou  fcr  the  paUio  good,"  Mid  hci,  **!  riiiB  natei 
my  mire«ried  oidaaron  to  stop  the  prognH  ot  die  «aq 
niutate  our  afiiun,  rwoaimraoe  an  fdainTe  war,  and  neM 
■11  onr  loMM  in  the  Bootheni  SUtea.  Bat  if  being  osfattMti 
i*  aolaly  «  raaaoo  sofflcieDt  £>r  lemonDg  va»  baa  — '•"~"^.  1 
ahall  nuet  cheerfallj  ■otmiit  to  the  orden  of  Congn^  ti 
maga  an  office  which  £bw  gawrali  would  be  anxiona  to  pmm 
and  where  the  Dtmost  skill  and  fortitude  are  aabject  to  be  bW 
b;  difficnltiee,  which  must  for  a  time  satroond  the  dad  il 
Gonunand  here.  That  yoar  Excellency  ma;  meet  with  no  nd 
difficulties,  that  jroor  road  to  fiune  and  fortune  may  be  atoiA 
and  eaay,  is  the  sincere  wish  of  joor  moet  humble  servant" 

Again :  "  If  I  can  yet  render  good  Hrrice  to  the  Unit^ 
States,  it  will  be  neceasarj  it  aboold  be  seen  that  I  ban  lb 
support  oi  Congreaa,  and  of  toot  Excellancf  j  otherwisi^  M" 
men  may  think  they  please  my  superiorB  by  M»™ing  me,  (>^ 
thus  recommend  themBelvea  to  bvor.  Bnt  yon,  mr,  will  be  toi 
g«ner(MU  to  lend  an  ear  to  sncli  men,  if  sooh  thne  be^  and  *il 
shew  your  greatness  of  soul  rather  by  protecting  than  sli^iliiij 
the  unfurtDnalA." 

Washuigton  in  his  reply,  while  he  abknowledged  the  ibacl 
and  surprise  caused  by  the  first  account  of  tbe  unexpected  ma^ 
did  credit  to  the  behavior  of  the  Continental  tnx^  "^ 
aocoonta,"  added  he,  "  which  the  enemy  give  of  tba  actioo,  ^i"' 
that  their  victory  was  dearly  boi^ht.    Under  pimont  oicaiB 
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lUoeei,  tlie  Bystem  which  70a  are  parsmng  seems  to  be  extremely 
pnper.  It  would  add  no  good  purpose  to  take  a  position  near 
tbe  eoemj  while  yon  are  so  far  inferior  in  force.  If  they  can  be 
k^  in  check  by  the  light  irregular  troops  under  Colonel  Sumter 
ttdotlier  active  officers,  they  will  gain  nothing  by  the  time  which 
most  be  necessarily  spent  by  you  in  collecting  and  arranging  the 
new  vmjy  forming  magazines,  and  replacing  the  stores  which 
^'crelost  in  the  action.** 

Washington  still  cherished  the  idea  of  a  combined  attack 
^Km  New  York  as  soon  as  a  French  naval  force  should  arrive. 
^  destroction  of  the  enemy  here  would  relieve  this  part  of  the 
Union  from  an  internal  war,  and  enable  its  troops  and  resources  to 
k  united  with  those  of  France  in  vigorous  efforts  against  the  corn- 
aim  enemy  elsewhere.  Hearing,  therefore,  that  the  Count  de  Gui- 
d^  with  his  West  India  squadron,  was  approaching  the  coast, 
Waahiogton  prepared  to  proceed  to  Hartford  in  Connecticut, 
&re  to  hold  a  conference  with  the  Count  de  Bochambeau  and 
^  Chevalier  de  Temay,  and  concert  a  plan  for  future  opera- 
^Mtt,  of  which  the  attack  on  New  York  was  to  form  the  princi- 
Pd&atoit. 


CHAPTEB    IX. 


Wb  b»ve  DOW  to  enter  upon  a  ud  «piao<Ie  of  oor  wnMaVJ 
bittory — the  treason  of  Arnold.  Of  the  militu?  ikill,  diii>( 
enterprise,  and  indomiuble  oonrage  of  this  ntui~-«mple  eriJeiK* 
has  been  given  in  the  foregoing  pages.  Of  the  im|dKit  <aii- 
dence  repoaed  in  hia  patriotiam  b;  Washington,  aufficient  poi 
is  manifested  in  the  cmnmand  with  iriiidt  he  was  sctndT 
ontnisted.  Bat  Arnold  was  &lae  at  heart,  and,  at  the  vftj  tiw 
of  seekiug  that  oommand,  had  been  iot  many  months  in  tniW 
OUB  i-orresitondoDce  with  the  enemy. 

Tbe  fint  idea  of  proving  lecreant  to  the  cwiae  ha  h*' 
vindicated  tw  bravely,  appeata  to  have  entered  his  mind  «bM 
the  charges  preferred  against  him  by  the  ooancQ  of  Fomi^naa 
were  referred  by  Congran  to  a  oontt-martiaL  Belbra  thit  li>* 
he  had  been  incensed  against  Pennsylvania ;  but  now  his  ^i^ 
was  excited  against  bis  conntiy,  which  appeared  so  insBanUiH 
his  services.  Disappointment  in  regard  to  the  settfemwtrfW* 
accoanta,  added  la  his  irritation,  and  mingled  aordid  motins  viu 
his  leaentment ;  and  ha  began  to  think  bow,  while  he  vnsW 
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hia  country,  he  might  do  it  with  advantage  to 
Lth  this  vien  he  commeDced  a  correspuD  deuce 
Kr  Benry  Clinton  in  a  diaguisetl  haadwritiDg,  and,  under 
■ignature  of  Guitanis,  repreaenting  himself  aa  a  person  of 
nance  in  the  Araeritian  serrice,  who,  being  dissatislied  with 
IUb  ]ir(X;e«dings  of  Congress,  particularly  the  alliance  with 
»',  was  desirous  of  joining  llie  cause  of  Great  Britain,  could 
certaia  of  personal  secarity,  and  indemnification  for  what- 
^  of  property  be  might  sustain,  His  letters  occasionally 
innicaled  articles  of  intelligence  of  some  moment  which 
|d  to  he  true,  and  induced  Sir  Henry  lo  keep  up  the  corres- 
hich  was  conducted  on  liis  part  by  his  aide-de-camp, 
jcha  Andre,  likewise  in  a  disgtiised  hand,  and  under  the 


Sir  Henry  diacovoreil  who  was  his 

Even  after  discovering  it  ho  did  not  see  fit 

oat  any  rery  sttuug  inducements  to  Arnold  for  deserliuu. 

Uter  was  out  of  command,  and  luul  nothing  to  ofiisr  but  his 

H:  which  in  his  actual  aituation  were  Bcarcely  worth  buy- 

the  mean  time  the  circmoBtances  of  Arnold  were  daily 
ing  more  desperate.  Debts  were  accumulating,  and  credi- 
tecoming   more  and   more   importunate,  as  his  means  U> 

them  decreased.  The  public  reprimand  he  had  received 
inkling  in  his  mind,  and  filling  his  heart  with  hitCernesii- 
H  hesitated  on  the  brink  of  absolute  infamy,  and  attempted 
leap.  Such  was  his  proposiUon  to  M.  de  Luzerne  to 
hiinsdf  subservient  to  the  policy  of  the  French  government, 
idiliuii  of  receiving  a  loan  equal  tu  the  amuiuit  of  bis  debts. 
It  might  have  reconciled  to  his  conscience  by  the  idea  that 

»0L.  IV. — 5 
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France  was  an  allj,  and  its  policy  likely  to  be  friendly.  &  laa 
his  last  card  before  resorting  to  utter  treachery.  FaiHiig  in  it| 
his  desperate  alternative  was  to  get  some  important  oommand, 
the  betrayal  of  which  to  the  enemy  might  obtain  for  him  t 
munificent  reward. 

lie  may  possibly  have  had  snch  an  idea  in  his  mind  Moe 
time  previously,  when  he  sought  the  command  of  a  naval  and 
military  expedition,  which  failed  to  be  carried  into  effect;  Int 
such  certainly  was  the  secret  of  his  eagerness  to  obtain  the  ood- 
mand  of  West  Point,  the  great  object  of  British  and  Americm 
sulic'itude,  on  the  possession  of  which  were  supposed  by  many  to 
hinge  the  fortunes  of  the  war. 

He  took  command  of  the  post  and  its  dependencies  aboot  the 
l)Oginniiig  of  August,  fixing  his  head-quarters  at  Beverley,  a 
country-seat  a  little  l)elow  West  Point,  on  the  opposite  or  eastern 
side  of  the  river.  It  stood  in  a  lonely  part  of  the  HigWands, 
high  up  from  the  river,  yet  at  the  foot  of  a  mountain  covered 
with  woods.  It  was  commonly  called  the  Bobinson  House,  hav- 
iug  fonucrly  belonged  to  Washington's  early  friend.  Colonel 
IWvorlfv  Kolnnson,  who  had  obtained  a  large  part  of  the 
Ph  ill  ipse  estate  in  this  neighborhood,  by  marrying  one  of  the 
heiresses.  Colonel  Bobinson  was  a  royalist ;  had  entered  into 
the  British  service,  and  was  now  residing  in  New  York,  «nd 
Beverley  with  its  surrounding  lands  had  been  confiscated 

From  this  place  Arnold  carried  on  a  secret  correspondence 
with  Major  Andr^.  Their  letters,  still  in  disguised  hands,  «nd 
under  the  names  of  Gustavus  and  John  Anderson,  purported  to 
treat  merely  of  commercial  operations;  but  the  real  matter  in 
negotiation  was  the  betrayal  of  West  Point  and  .the  Highl«ndi 
to  Sir  Henry  Clinton.     This  stupendous  piece  of  treachery  wtf 
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In  ooDsnmniaied  at  the  time  ivhen  Washington,  with  the  main 
dy  of  his  armj,  would  be  drawn  down  towards  King's  Bridge, 
d  the  French  troope  landed  on  Long  Island,  in  the  projected 
-operation  against  New  York.  At  such  time,  a  flotilla  nnder 
Kbej,  having  on  hoard  a  large  land  force,  was  to  ascend  the^ 
ndson  to  the  Highlands,  which  wonld  be  surrendered  by  Arnold 
most  without  opposition,  under  pretext  of  insufficient  force  to 
ike  resistance.  The  inmiediate  result  of  this  surrender,  it  was 
ticipated,  would  be  the  defeat  of  the  combined  attempt  upon 
9W  York ;  and  its  ultimate  effect  might  be  the  dismemberment 

the  Union  and  the  dislocation  of  the  whole  American  scheme 
war&re. 

We  have  before  had  occasion  to  mention  Major  Andre,  but 
i  part  which  he  took  in  this  dark  transaction,  and  the  degree 
romantic  interest  subsquentlj  thrown  around  his  memory,  call 
'  a  more  specific  notice  of  him.  He  was  bom  in  London  1751, 
i  his  parents  were  of  Geneva  in  Switzerland,  where  he  was 
Heated.  Being  intended  for  mercantile  life,  he  entered  a 
>ndon  counting-house,  but  had  scarce  attained  his  eighteenth 
ir  when  he  formed  a  romantic  attachment  to  a  beautiful  girl, 
m  Honora  Sneyd,  by  whom  his  passion  was  returned,  and  they 
came  engaged.  This  sadly  unfitted  him  for  the  sober  routine 
the  counting-house.     '*  All  my  mercantile  calculations,"  writes 

in  one  of  his  boyish  letters,  "  go  to  the  tune  of  dear  Honora.*' 

The  father  of  the  young  lady  interfered,  and  the  premature 
Itch  was  broken  ofif.  Andre  abandoned  the  counting-house  and 
tered  the  army.  His  first  commission  was  dated  March  4, 
'71 ;  but  he  subsequently  visited  Germany,  and  returned  to 
QgUnd  in  1773,  still  haunted  by  his  early  passion.  His  lady 
^%  in  the  mean  time,  had  been  wooed  by  other  admirers,  and 


100  LIFE  OF  WABHINGTOV.  [nW. 

in  the  present  year  became  the  second  wife  of  Bidiatd  latA 
Edgeworth,  a  young  widower  of  twenty-eix.* 

Andro  came  to  America  in  1774,  as  lieatenant  of  the  8071! 
Knglisli  Fusilecrs ;  and  was  among  the  officers  ciqytiired  it  W 
Jolins,  early  in  the  war,  by  Montgomery.  He  still  bore  abont 
with  him  a  memento  of  his  boyish  passion,  the  *^  dear  talinun, 
as  he  calleil  it,  a  miniature  of  Miss  Sneyd  painted  by  hinudf  in 
1700.  In  a  letter  to  a  friend,  soon  after  his  capture,  he  vrit<^ 
^'  I  have  been  taken  prisoner  by  the  Americans,  and  stripped  v 
every  thing  except  the  picture  of  Honora,  which  I  concealed  in 
my  mouth.     Preserving  that,  I  yet  think  myself  fortunate." 

His  temper,  however,  appears  to  have  been  naturally  ligiit 
and  festive;  and  if  he  still  cherished  this  '^tender  remem- 
brance," it  was  but  as  one  of  those  documents  of  early  poetry 
and  romance,  which  serve  to  keep  the  heart  warm  and  tender 
among  the  gay  and  cold  realities  of  life.  What  served  to  fiiwr 
the  i«lea  was  a  little  song  which  he  had  composed  whoi  ^ 
Philadelphia,  commencing  with  the  lines, 

Return  enrapnired  honn 

When  Delia's  heart  was  mine; 

and  which  was  supposed  to  breathe  the  remembrance  of  his  eany 
and  ill-requited  passion.t 

His  varied  and  graceful  talents,  and  his  engaging  mus^ 
rendered  him  generally  popular ;  while  his  devoted  and  some- 
what subservient  loyalty  recommended  him  to  the  favor  of  ius 
commander,  and  obtained  him,  without  any  distinguished  ouh- 

*•  Father,  bj  his  first  marriage,  of  the  celebrated  Bfaria  Edgewofth* 
f  Composed  at  the  request  of  Miss  Rebecca  Redman, 
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rices,  the  appoinlment  of  ailjutant-generol  with  tLe 
r.  lie  was  a  prime  praraoter  of  elegant  atnnaement  i 
d  garrison  1  manager,  actor,  anil  scene  painter  in  thust 
theatricals  in  which  the  ISrilisb  officers  del ighttKl.  He 
lOf  the  priocipal  devisera  of  the  Mifichianui  in 
'Wbii^h  Bemi-efleminat«  pageant  he  had  figured  a 
[hto  champions  of  heauty ;  Miss  Shipjien,  afterwards  Mn 
'being  the  lady  whose  peerless  cliarms  he  undertook  ta 
e.  He  held,  moreover,  a  facile,  and  at  tiraca,  satirical 
1  occaHioQ-ilIf  amuaed  himaelf  witli  caricaturing  in  rliyuM 
ttmice  uid  exploits  of  the  "rebel  officers." 
si  had  already  employed  that  pen  in  a  furtiva  c 
iC  evacuation  of  Philadelphia  by  the  British ; 
in  a  corrcspandeQce  with  tlie  Icailers  of  a  body  of  loyal- 
r  the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake,  who  were  conspiring  to 
he  royal  go\'eminent.*  In  the  present  inatanee  he  had 
1,  nothing  loth,  in  a  Bcrvice  of  intrigue  and  manceuvre, 
nwerer  sancliooed  by  military  usage,  should  hardly  have 
the  xeol  of  a  htgh-minded  man.  We  say  mantcuvr^ 
to  appears  t«  have  availed  himself  of  bis  former 
«.  Arnold,  to  make  tier  an  unconscious  means  of  faciliti 
orreapondence  with  her  husband.  Some  have  inculpate 
the  guilt  of  the  transactioD,  but  we  tliink,  unjustly. 
in  alleged  that  a  correspondence  had  been  going  t 
I  her  and  AndrC-  previous  to  her  marriage,  and  was  kef 
r  it ;  but  as  far  as  we  can  Icam,  only  one  letter  [ 
ithem,  written  by  Andr6  in  August  16th,  1779,  i 
its  ber  remembrance,  assures  her  that  respect  for  her  « 
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11,10  llvfl 
seal  tolnRI 


detwl  ol  cap  wire,  i 
abilities  render  yoti,  ii 
yon  wuuld  infer  a  seal  I 

uljrx.'t  of  llii^  k-tUT  "AS  lo  ope' 
nicatioQ,  which  Aruold  miglit  i 
Various  eircuioBtanues  com 
tion,  argae  lightness  of  mind 
on  the  part  of  Andre.  Tt 
months  in  the  jargon  of  tcafl 
the  counting-house;  the  proti 
necessitous  man  for  the  sacrifi 
his  trust,  Blrikes  ua  as  heing 
oliouH  nature. 

Correspondence  had  now 
the  completion  of  the  plan  t 
recompense,  a  personal  meeti 
and  Andr6.  The  former  pre 
his  own  quartera  at  the  Bol 
i»me   in   iLsguiee,  m  a  hea 
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^nth  the  jdot  An  application  of  the  latter  for  the  restoratioi^ 
wt  his  ooD&cated  property  in  the  Highlands,  seemed  to  have 
Iwen  need  occasionaUj  as  a  blind  in  these  proceedings. 

Anudd  had  passed  the  preceding  night  at  what  was  called 
llie  White  House,  the  residence  of  Mr.  Joshua  Hett  Smith, 
ptoaled  on  the  west  side  of  the  Hudson,  in  Haverstraw  Bay, 
•boat  two  miles  below  Stony  Point  He  set  off  thence  in  his 
barge  for  the  place  of  rendezvous ;  but,  not  being  protected  by  a 
flag^  was  fired  upon  and  pursued  by  the  British  guard-boats 
•tationed  near  Dobbs  Ferry.  He  took  refuge  at  an  American 
pott  OD  the  western  shore,  whence  he  returned  in  the  night  to  his 
quarters  in  the  Robinson  House.  Lest  his  expedition  should 
oocasnon  some  surmise,  he  pretended,  in  a  note  to  Washington, 
Ihat  be  had  been  down  the  Hudson  to  arrange  signals  in  case 
of  any  movement  of  the  enemy  upon  the  river. 

New  arrangements  were  made  for  an  interview,  but  it  was 
postponed  until  after  Washington  should  depart  for  Hartford,  to 
hold  the  proposed  conference  with  Count  Rochambeau  and  the 
other  French  (^Sceis.  In  the  mean  time,  the  British  sloop  of 
war,  Vulture,  anchored  a  few  miles  below  Teller's  Point,  to  be  at 
hand  in  aid  of  the  negotiation.  On  board  was  Colonel  Robinson, 
iribo,  pretending  to  believe  that  Greneral  Putnam  still  commanded 
in  the  Highlands,  addressed  a  note  to  him  requesting  an  inter- 
Tiew  on  the  subject  of  his  confiscated  property.  This  letter  he 
sent  by  a  flag,  enclosed  in  one  addressed  to  Arnold ;  soliciting 
of  him  the  same  boon  should  Greneral  Putnam  be  absent. 

On  the  18th  Sept.,  Washington  with  his  suite  crossed  the 
Hodaon  to  Yerplanck's  Point,  in  Arnold's  barge,  on  his  way  to 
Hartford.  Arnold  accompanied  him  as  far  as  Peekskill,  and  on 
tbe  way,  laid  before  him  with  affected  frankness,  the  letter  of 
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Colonel  Robinson,  and  asked  hia  advice.  Waflhingtoii  &ip- 
provod  of  any  such  interview^  obeernngy  tliat  the  ciril  txAfA 
ties  alone  had  cognizance  of  these  qneitions  of  ccmfiinatiid  pio- 
perty. 

Arnold  now  openly  sent  a  flag  on  board  of  the  Vultiue,  ai  n 
bearing  a  reply  to  the  letter  he  had  commnnicated  to  the  con- 
mander-in-chief.     By  this  occasion  he  informed  Colonel  Robin* 
son,  that  a  person  with  a  boat  and  flag  would  be  alongside  of  tb« 
Vulture,  on  the  night  of  the  20th ;  and  that  any  matter  he  migbt 
wish  to  coDununicate,  would  be  laid  before  General  Washingto^^ 
on  the  following  Saturday,  when  he  might  be  expected  back  fiom 
Newport 

On   the   faith  of  the  information   thus   covertly  conveyeo» 
Andre  proceeded  up  the  Hudson  on  the  20th,  and  went  on  boar^ 
of  the  Vulture,  where  he  fuund  Colonel  Robinson,  and  expect e<i 
to  meet  Arnold.     The  latter,  however,  had  made  other  arnui^"^- 
ments,   probably  with  a  view  to  his  personal  security.    About 
half-past  eleven,  of  a  still  and  starlight  night  (the  2l6t),  a  boat 
was  descried  from  on  board,  gliding  silently  along,  rowed  by  two 
men  with  muffled  oars.     She  was  hailed  by  an  oflicer  on  watch, 
and  called  to  account    A  man,  seated  in  the  stern,  gave  oot  that 
tliey  were  from  King's  Ferry,  bound  to  Dobbs  Ferry.    He  was 
ordered  alongside,  and  soon  made  his  way  on  board.     He  proved 
to  be  Mr.  Joshua  Hett  Smith,  already  mentioned,  whom  Arnold 
had  prevailed  ujx)n  to  go  on  board  of  the  Vulture,  and  bring  ^ 
person  on  shore  who  was  coming  from  New  York  with  imports** 
intelligence.     He  had  given  him  passes  to  protect  him  and  those 
with  him,  in  case  he  should  be  stopped,  either  in  going  or  rc***^ 
ing,  by  the  American  water  guard,  which  patrolled  the  ri^®*^ 
whale-boats.     He  had  made  him  the  bearer  of  a  letter  addr^*^^ 


I  TOE    MIDNlOHt    COSFBHBSCK,  105 

lt)lon*1  Beverley  Rnbinson,  which  vas  to  the  following  pur- 
!  "This  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Mr.  Smith,  who  will 
iocl  you  to  a  place  of  safely.  Neither  Mr.  Smith  nor  any 
r  person  shftll  be  made  acqnunted  with  your  proposals ;  if 
r("hich  I  doubt  not)  are  of  such  a  nature,  that  I  can  officially 
I  notice  of  them,  I  shall  do  it  with  pleasure.  I  lake  it  for 
Ued  Colonel  Rttbiuson  will  not  propose  any  thing,  that  is  not 
ke  interest  of  the  United  States  as  well  aa  of  himself"  All 
nw  of  Colonel  Robinson's  name  was  intended  as  a  blind, 
ild  the  letter  be  intercepted. 

BobioBoti  introduced  Andre  to  Smith  by  the  name  of  John 
Isrsiin,  who  was  to  go  on  shore  in  bis  place  (he  being  unwell), 
Vfe  an  interview  with  General  Arnold,  Andt6  more  a  bhio 
i  coal  which  covered  h!a  uniform,  and  Smith  tilways  declaretl 
m  the  time  he  was  totally  ignorant  of  his  name  and  military 
Icter.  liobinsan  considered  tliis  whole  nocturnal  proceeding 
t  peril,  and  would  have  dissuaded  Andre,  but  the  latter  waa 
Bb  in  executing  his  mission,  and,  embarking  in  the  boat  wilh 
^L,  was  siluntly  rowed  to  the  wcelern  side  of  the  river,  about 
ttiles  below  Stony  Point.  Here  they  landed  a  little  afttr 
Sgbt,  At  the  foot  of  a  shadowy  mountain  called  the  Long 
i  i  a  Gulitary  place,  the  haunt  of  the  owl  and  the  whippoor- 
'and  well  fitted  for  a  treasonable  conference. 
Lrnold  was  in  waiting,  but  standing  aloof  among  thickets. 
Ad  come  hither  on  horseback  from  Smith's  house,  about  threo 
■IT  miles  distant,  attended  by  one  of  Smith's  servants,  like- 
■  muunted.  The  midnight  negotiation  between  Andre  and 
■Id  was  carried  on  in  darkness  among  the  trees.  Smith  re- 
M  in  the  boat,  and  the  servant  drew  off  to  a  distance  with 
tonet.     One  boar  after  another  ^iiisscd  uway,  when  Sin.tU 

TOL.  IT. — 5* 


picioii-  He  prevaUed  Uteref 
natSl  &tt  Mtaiiiag  Bigfc^ 
crpek  higher  np  the  rif^^ 
li,.rs.',  set  ,.iy  "itli  Arnold  fo' 
through  the  village  of  Haver 
dark,  the  voice  of  a  sentinel 
Aodr^  with  the  fearful  connc 
CMi  lines,  but  it  was  too  late 
they  arrived  at  Smith's  house. 
They  had  scarcely  enteref 
heard  from  down  tlie  rirer.  . 
reason.  Colimel  Liringston 
planck's  Point,  learning  tba 
Teller's  Point,  whi.-h  divides 
Rea,  had  sent  a  party  with  cai 
thi-y  were  now  firing  upon  thi 
cannonade  with  an  anxioDS  ej 
house.  At  one  time  he  thot 
was  relieved  from  painful  aoIi< 
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Ainold's  leqneBt,  he  placed  between  his  stockings  and  his  feet ; 

OQusing^  in  case  of  accident,  to  destroy  them. 

AH  matters  being  thus  arranged,  Arnold  prepared  to  retom 

his  own  barge  to  his  head-quarters  at  the  Robinson  Hoose. 

I  the  Ynltnre  had  shifted  her  ground,  he  suggested  to  Andre  a 

9m  to  New  York  bj  land,  as  most  safe  and  expeditions ;  the 

ter,  howerer,  irinsted  upon  being  put  on  board  of  the  sloop  of 

Cy  o&  the  ensuing  night     Arnold  consented ;  but,  before  his 

paitore,  to  provide  against  the  possible  necessity  of  a  return 

land,  he  gave  Andr6  the  following  pass,  dated  from  the  Bob- 

ttD  House: 

^Permit  Mr.  John  Anderson  to  pass  the  guards  to  the  White 
^ins,  or  below,  if  he  chooses ;  he  being  on  public  business  by 
r  direction. 

•B.  Arnold,  M.  Genl." 

Smith  also^  who  was  to  accompany  him,  was  furnished  with 
*^K>rts  to  proceed  either  by  water  or  by  land. 

Arnold  departed  about  ten  o'clock.  Andr6  passed  a  lonely 
7)  casting  many  a  wistful  look  toward  the  Vulture.  Once  on 
^  of  that  ship  he  would  be  safe  ;  he  would  have  fulfilled  his 
^n;  the  capture  of  West  Point  would  be  certain,  and  his 
^ph  would  be  complete.  As  evening  approached  he  grew 
P^ient,  and  spoke  to  Smith  about  departure.  To  his  surprise, 
^oond  the  latter  had  made  no  preparation  for  it ;  he  had  dis- 
^<ged  his  boatmen,  who  had  gone  home :  in  short,  he  refused 
take  him  on  board  of  the  Vulture.  The  cannonade  ot  tho 
tiling  had  probably  made  him  fear  for  his  personal  safety, 
*^d  he  attempt  to  go  on  board,  the  Vulture  Yiav vn^  t^\nsi^\ 
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her  exposed  pomtion.    He  offored,  howerer,  to  oioeB  the  river 
with  Andre  at  King's  Ferry,  put  him  in  the  way  of  retnraiog-  to 
New   York   by  land,   and   accompany  him  some  distance    on 
horseback. 

Andre  was  in  an  agony  at  finding  himself  notwithstanding 
all  his  stipulations,  forced  within  the  American  lines ;  bat  thexe 
seemed  to  be  no  alternative,  and  he  prepared  for  the  hazinloai^ 
journey. 

He  wore,  as  we  have  noted,  a  military  coat  under  a  long  Vk'*^^ 
surtout ;  he  was  now  persuaded  to  lay  it  aside,  and  put  on  a  c  b.^^' 
zen*B  coat  of  Smith's ;  thus  adding  disguise  to  the  other  hom^J^* 
atin*;:  and  htizardous  circumstances  of  the  case. 

It  was  about  suuset  when  Andre  and  Smith,  attended  by  * 
negro  servant  of  the  latter,  crossed  from  King's  Ferry  to  V«r- 
planck's  Point     After  proceeding  about  eight  miles  on  the  road 
toward  White  Plains,  tlicy  were  stopped  between  eight  and  nine 
o'clock,  near  Crompond,  by  a  patrolling  party.     The  captain,  of 
it  was  uncommonly  inquisitive  and  suspicious.     The  passjorts 
with  Arnold's  signature  satisfied  him.     He  warned  them,  how- 
ever, against  the  danger  of  proceeding  further  in  the  nig**^ 
Cow  Boys  from  the  British  lines  were  scouring  the  country?  *'^" 
had  recently  marauded  the  neighborhood.     Smith's  fears  '^^^ 
again  excited,  and  Andre  was  obliged  to  yield  to  them.    A  h^ 
was  furnished  them  in  a  neighboring  house,  where  Andre  p^^^ 
an  anxious  and  restless  night,  under  the  very  eye,  as  it  w^^ 
an  American  patrol. 

At  daybreak  he  awoke  Smith,  and  hurried  their  dep^ 
and  his  mind  was  lightened  of  a  load  of  care,  when  he    ^ 
himself  out  of  the  reach  of  the  patrol  and  its  inquisitive 
mander. 
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hej  were  dov  approaching  that  noted  pnrt  of  the  couDtry, 
t  mentioned  m  the  Neutral  Ground,  extending  north 
nith  about  thirty  inili>B,  between  the  British  and  American 
A.  beautiful  region  of  foreBt-clad  hills,  fertile  valleya,  and 
It  Btreama,  but  uow  almost  desolated  by  the  scourings  of 
fi  ajiil  Cow  Boys  ;  the  fomier  professing  allegiance  to  the 
,nse,  the  latter  to  the  British,  but  both  arrant  ma- 


«  who  had  resided  at  ihe  time  in  this  region,  gives  a  sad 
e  of  its  Blate.  Honses  plundered  and  dixmanlled ;  enclo- 
wroken  down  ;  cattle  carried  away ;  fields  lying  waste ;  the 
(t  grass-grown  ;  the  country  mournful,  solitary,  silent — rc- 
mg  one  of  the  desolation  presented  in  the  song  of  Deborali. 
)te  days  of  ^hamgar  the  son  of  Anath,  in  the  days  of  Jacl, 
IffhwayB  were  unoccupied,  and  the  travellers  walked  in  by- 
^Hte  inbabitanta  of  the  villages  ceased ;  they  ceased  in 

Ml  two  and  a  half  miles  from  Pine"s  Bridge,  on  the  Cro- 
,  Andre  aud  his  companion  partook  of  a  scanty  meal  at 
iiiae  which  had  recently  been  harried  by  the  Cow  Boys. 
f  parted.  Smith  to  return  home,  Andre  to  pursue  his 
lone  to  New  York.  His  spirits,  however,  were  cheerful ; 
Bving  got  beyond  the  patrols,  he  uonaidered  the  most  peril- 
n  of  his  route  accomplished. 

boat  six  miles  beyond  Pine's  Bridge  he  came  to  a  place 
*  the  rood  forked,  the  left  branch  leading  toward  V>hite 
n  the  interior  of  the  country,  the  right  inclining  loward 
■udaon.     He  had  originally  intended  to  take  the  left  hand 
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road,  the  other  being  said  to  be  infested  by  Cow  Bojs.    Tlesey 
however,  were  not  to  be  apprehended  hj  him,  as  they  bdonged  to 
the  lower  party  or  British ;   it  led,  too,  more  directly  to  New 
York ;  so  he  tamed  down  it,  and  took  his  coarse  along  the  rirer 
road. 

He  had  not  proceeded  far,  when  coming  to  a  place  where  ^ 
small  stream  crossed  the  road  and  ran  into  a  woody  dell,  t  mMi^ 
stepped  out  from  the  trees,  levelled  a  musket  and  brought  him 
a  Rtand,  while  two  other  men  similarly  armed,  showed  themselv' 
prepared  to  second  their  comrade. 

The  man  who  had  first  stepped  out  wore  a  refugee  onifom^ 
At  sijrht  of  it,  Andre's  heart  leapt,  and  he  felt  himself  secure. 
Jjosiii*^  all  caution,  he  exclaimed  eagerly:  "Gentlemen,  I  hi^p® 
Jim  lielong  to  our  party?" — "What  party?"  was  asked. — "Tb^ 
lower  party,"  said  Andre. — "We  do,"  was  the  reply.    All  reserve 
was  now  at  an  end.     Andre  declared  himself  to  be  a  British  offi- 
cer ;  that  he  had  been  up  the  country  on  particular  business,  a^" 
must  not  be  detained  a  single  moment.     He  drew  out  his  wat^*n 
as  he  spoke.     It  was  a  gold  one,  and  served  to  prove  to  tb«^ 
that  he  was  what  he  represented  himself,  gold  watches  being  ^ 
dom  worn  in  those  days,  excepting  by  persons  of  conseqo^'^^' 

To  his  consternation,  the  supposed  refugee  now  avowed  hU^^ 
and  his  companions  to  be  Americans,  and  told  Andr6  hO  "^ 
their  prisoner ! 

It  was  even  sa    The  sacking  and  burning  of  Young's  pIo«»^ 
and  the  carrying  of  its  rustic  defenders  into  captivity,  had  rO**^^ 
the   spirit  of  the   Neutral   Ground.      The   yeomanry  of       ^ 
harassed  country  had  turned  out  in  parties  to  intercept  fre^*^^ 
ers  from  the  British  lines,  who  had  recently  been  on  the  m^^^^ 
and  might  be  Tetnming  to  the  city  with  their  spoils. 


AttDRE    BROOGBT    TO    A    STAND.  Ill 

I  jartiea,  oontposed  of  seven  men  of  the  neighborbood,  had 
•d  itaelf  Four  took  post  on  a  hill  above  Sleepy  Hollow, 
Blfh  the  road  which  crosBod  the  country ;  the  other  three, 
1  Paulding,  Isaac  Van  Wart,  and  David  Williams  by  name, 
VDod  themeelvea  on  the  road  which  runs  parallel  to  the  Hud- 
Tno  of  them  were  seated  on  the  griisH  playing  at  cards  Ut 
iKW&y  the  time,  while  one  moanted  guard. 
The  one  in  refugee  garb  who  brought  Andre  to  a  stand,  was 
Paulding,  a  stout-hearted  youngster,  who,  like  moat  of  the 
g  men  of  thia  outraged  neighborhood,  had  been  repeatedly 
Ins  lo  repel  or  resent  aggressions,  and  now  belonged  to  the 
Eo.  He  had  twice  been  captured  and  confined  in  the  loalb- 
I  military  prisons,  where  patriots  suffered  in  New  York,  first 
e  North  Dutch  Church,  and  lost  iu  the  noted  Sugar  House, 
times  he  ha<l  ma<le  his  e6ca|« ;  tbe  last  lime,  only  four  days 
OUB  to  the  event  of  which  we  are  treating.  The  ragged 
jee  coat,  which  bod  deceived  Anilre,  and  been  tlie  cause  of 
straying  himscli^  had  been  ^ven  to  Paulding  by  one  of  his 
m,  in  escliange  for  a  good  yeoman  garment  of  which  they 
^ed  him.*  This  slight  circumataDce  may  have  produced  the 
e  discovery  of  the  treason.  ' 

kndr^  was  astounded  at  finding  into  what  Lands  be  had  fall- 
•nd  how  he  had  betrayed  himself  by  his  heedless  avowal. 
IpUy,  however,  recovering  his  self-possession,  he  endeavored 
IU  off  his  previous  account  of  himself  as  a  mere  subterfuge. 
Uian  must  do  any  thing,"  said  he  I  uughiiigly,  "  to  get  along." 
BOW  declared  himself  to  be  a  Coutinentnl  officer,  gi'lng  down 


t,  wbn  hearil  it  repeatedly  Ti 


I 


tber  ofd«ivd  him  to  dismoont. 
urgent  bounen  fyi  thegCMoal, 

sdvps  into  tronWe  nliotild  they 
that,"  was  the  reply,  as  they  led 
border  of  the  bnxik. 

Paulding  asked  whether  he  1 
answered,  no.  They  proceeded 
Bcription  is  given  of  his  dress.  ] 
lout,  h  crimson  close-bodied  coa 
holes  worked  with  gold.  And  the 
n  nankeen  vest,  and  Bmall-tlothe 

They  obliged  him  {»  take  off 
him  eighty  dollars  in  Continents] 
Kuspicion  of  any  thing  sinister,  a 
ceed,  when  Paulding  exclaimed  : 
boots  must  come  off." 

At  this  Andr^  changed  coIo 
with  difficulty,  and  he  begged  he 
inconvenience  and  delay.     His  r 
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Hiile  dressing  himself,  Andr6  enileavored  to  ranGom  himself 
his  captors ;  rising  from  one  oSet  to  anollier.  He  woald 
uij  e»m  of  money  if  they  would  let  him  go.  He  would 
bU  hurec,  saddle,  bridle,  and  one  hundred  gnineas,  and 
d  Kod  them  to  any  [Jacc  that  might  be  fixed  npon. 
^iQimns  askeil  him  if  he  would  not  give  more. 

iplicd,  that  he  would  give  any  reward  they  might  name 
goods  or  money,  and  would  remain  with  two  of  their 
f  while  oue  went  to  New  York  to  get  it. 

Padding  broke  in  and  declared  with  an  oath,  that  if  he 
id  give  teii  thousand  guineas,  he  should  not  stir  one  step." 
rUe  unfortiiDate  Andr6  now  submitted  to  Lis  fate,  and  the 
on  xet  off  with  their  prisoner  for  North  Castle,  the  nearest 
:au  post,  distant  ten  or  twelve  miles.  They  proceeded 
s  billy  and  woody  region,  part  of  the  way  by  the  road, 
T0S8  fields.  One  strode  in  front,  occasionally  holding  the 
le  by  the  bridle,  the  others  walked  on  either  side.  Andro 
a  silence,  declining  to  answer  further  questions  until  he 
lid  come  before  a  military  officer.  About  noon,  they  halted 
iann  house  where  the  inhabitants  were  takiijg  their  midniay 
It,  The  worthy  housewife,  moved  by  Andre's  prepossessing 
■arance  and  dejected  air,  kindly  invited  him  to  partake.  Uo 
bed,  alleging  that  he  had  no  appetite.  Glancing  at  his 
■laced  crimson  coal,  the  good  daice  apologized  for  hor  mstio 
Oh,  madam,"  exclaimed  poor  Andr6  with  a  melancholy 
B  of  the  head,  "  it  is  all  very  good — but,  indeed,  I  cannot 
- 
&iB  was  nlated  to  us  by  a  venerable  matron,  who  was  pres- 

■  TDitimoDV  uf  Durid  Willjuai. 
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eni  on  the  occasion,  a  young  girl  at  the  tiine,  bat  who  in  bsr  oU 
days  could  not  recall  the  scene  and  the  appearance  tf  Asdif 
without  tears. 

The  captors  with  their  prisoner  being  arrived  at  North  Cu- 
tle,  Lieutcnant-colond  Jameson,  who  was  in  command  tha«) 
recognized  the  handwriting  of  Arnold  in  the  p^)er8  found  upon 
Andre,  and,  perceiving  that  they  were  of  a  dangenxu  nature, 
sent  them  off  by  express  to  General  Washington,  at  HartM 

Andre,  still  adhering  to  his  assumed  name,  begged  thitthe 
commander  at  West  Point  might  be  informed  that  John  Ander* 
son,  though  bearing  his  passport,  was  detained. 

Jameson  appears  completely  to  have  lost  his  head  on  the 
oci^asion.  He  wrote  to  Arnold,  stating  the  circumstances  of  toe 
arrest,  and  that  the  papers  found  upon  the  piisoner  had  been 
despatched  by  express  to  the  commander-in-chief,  and  at  the 
some  time,  he  sent  the  prisoner  himself,  under  a  strong  gn&rd,  to 
accomjiany  the  letter.* 

Shortly  aftem'ards,  Major  Tallmadge,  next  in  conunand  P 
Jameson,  but  of  a  much  clearer  head,  arrived  at  North  Castle? 
hiivinp^  l>een  absent  on  duty  to  White  Plains.     When  the  circum- 
stances uf  the  cose  were  related  to  him,  he  at  once  snspecteu 
treai'hery  on  tlie  part  of  Arnold.     At  his  earnest  entreaties,  s^ 
ex])re8s  was  sent  aflor  the  officer  who  had  Andre   in  charge 
ordering  him  to  bring  the  latter  back  to  North  Castle ;  bat  by 
singular  perversity  or  obtuseness  in  judgment,  Jameson  neglect 
to  countermand  the  letter  which  he  had  written  to  Arnold. 

When  Andre  was  brought  back,  and  was  i)acing  up  and  do^^ 
the  room,  Tallmadge  saw  at  once  by  his  air  and  movements, 

*  Sparks'  Arnold.     We  would  note  generallj,  that  we  are  indebted  to 
Sporku*  work  for  many  partioolan  given  by  ui  of  this  tale  of  treaioo. 
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mode  of  taming  on  his  heel,  that  he  was  a  military  man. 

m  adnce,  and  under  his  escort,  the  prisoner  was  conducted 

bl<mel  Sheldon's  post  at  Lower  Salem,  as  more  secure  than 

th  Castle. 

Sere  Andr^  being  told  that  the  papers  found  upon  his  per- 

had  been  forwarded  to  Washington,  addressed  to  him  imme- 

ely  the  following  lines : 

"I  beg  your  Excellency  will  be  persuaded  that  no  alteration 

be  temper  of  my  mind  or  apprehensions  for  my  safety,  induces 

to  take  the  step  of  addressing  you ;  but  that  it  is  to  secure 

elf  from  the  imputation  of  having  assumed  a  mean  character 

tieacherous  purposes  or  self-interest     *    *    It  is  to  yindi- 

my  fame  that  I  speak,  and  not  to  solicit  security. 
''The  person  in  your  possession  is  Major  John  Andr6,  adju- 
-general  of  the  British  army. 
''The  influence  of  one  commander  in  the  army  of  his  adver- 

18  an  advantage  taken  in  war.  A  correspondence  for  this 
)08e  I  held ;  as  confidential  (in  the  present  instance)  with  his 
ellency,  Sir  Henry  Clinton.  To  favor  it,  I  agreed  to  meet 
1  ground  not  within  the  posts  of  either  army,  a  person  who 
to  give  me  intelligence.  I  came  up  in  the  Vulture  man-of- 
fer this  effect,  and  was  fetched  from  the  shore  to  the  beach. 
ig  there,  I  was  told  that  the  approach  of  day  would  prevent 
return,  and  that  I  must  be  concealed  until  the  next  night  I 
m  my  regimentals,  and  had  fairly  risked  my  person. 
'Against  my  stipulation,  my  intention,  and  without  my 
^ledge  beforehand,  I  was  conducted  within  one  of  your  posts. 

^as  I  betrayed  into  the  vile  condition  of  an  enemy  within 
posts. 
Having  avowed  myself  a  British  officer,  I  have  nothing  to 
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reyeal  but  what  relates  to  myself  whidi  la  tnie^  on  tba  hoBoroE 
an  oflicer  and  a  gentleman. 

"  The  request  I  have  made  to  your  Ezcellencyy  and  I  am  con- 
scious that  I  address  myself  well,  is,  that  in  any  rigor  poticy  my 
dictate,  a  decency  of  conduct  towards  me  may  mark,  that,  thoagh 
unfortunate,  I  am  branded  with  nothing  dishonorable ;  as  no  mo- 
tive could  be  mine,  but  the  service  of  my  king,  and  as  I  was  in- 
voluntarily an  im]X)stor.** 

This  letter  he  submitted  to  the  perusal  of  Major  Tallmsdgc^ 
who  was  surprised  and  agitated  at  finding  the  rank  and  impor- 
tance of  the  prisoner  he  had  in  charge.  The  letter  being  dei* 
I»atchcd,  and  Andrews  pride  relieved  on  a  sensitive  point,  be 
resumed  his  serenity,  apparently  unconscious  of  the  awful  respon- 
sibility of  his  situation.  Having  a  talent  for  caricature,  he  even 
amused  himself  in  the  course  of  the  day  by  making  a  ludicrooi 
sketch  of  himself  and  his  rustic  escort  under  march,  and  present- 
ing it  to  an  officer  in  the  room  with  him.  "  This,"  said  he  gaylr, 
''  will  give  you  an  idea  of  the  style  in  which  I  have  had  the  Looor 
to  be  conducted  to  my  present  abode.** 


NOTE. 

Andr6>  propennty  for  caricfttore  had  recently  been  indulged  in  a  tboA 
heroic  poem  in  three  cantos,  celebrating  an  attack  npon  a  Britiih  picket  hf 
Wa\'ue,  with  the  driving  into  the  American  camp  of  a  drove  of  cattle  by  htt* 
dnigoons  It  is  written  with  great  humor,  and  U  full  of  grotesque  imageir. 
**  Mad  Anthony  "  especially  is  in  broad  caricature,  and  represented  to  hsit 
lost  his  horse  upon  the  great  occasion.** 

His  horse  that  earried  all  his  prof, 

Hb  military  speeches, 
His  oom-stallc  whislLey  for  hb  gro^r — 

Blue  stodLings  and  brown  breeches. 

The  cantos  were  pnblLdied  at  diflfereut  times  in  Rivington's  Gajtette.    U  N 
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Md  tfmft  tiw  Ust  csnto  qjpeared  oo  the  T&ry  daj  of  Audio's  osptare^ 
ML  with  tiw  following  ftania)  idiich  might  be  ooondered  omSnow  :*- 


Aad  now  Ft*  eloMd  mj  eple  sfenin, 

I  trtmUe  m  I  abow  it, 
Lift  this  saiM  wirrio-droTer,  WajiM^ 

Should  erer  oOeh  the  poet 


CHAPTER  X. 


orrwrnriKw  or  wAsnnfoTOH  with  the  friqich  omcKRs  at  habtpobd— ffui 

or  ATTACK  mflCY>X(*EKTKD — ^WASlII50Tl>]«*S  RKTUBN — BCKnB  AT  ABRXA 
BRAIM^UARTEin  IX  THE  HIGHLAXIlS — ^TIOIMOS  OP  AXDRKS  CAPTm- 
PUUIIT  OP  AKIOLI>^LKTnCK8  PBOM  THE  TRAITOR — WA3HEXGT03I*!  Hit 
CAmOXa — HITTATXON   OF   MRS.   ARNOLD. 


On  the  verv  dav  that  the  treasonable  conference  between  Arnold 
an<l  Andre  tix)k  phu-c,  on  the  banks  of  Haverstraw  Bay,  Wasb- 
inj^ton  had  his  intor\'iew  with  the  French  officers  at  Hartfori 
It  lod  to  no  important  result.  Intelligence  was  received  that  tbe 
Eupiadnm  of  the  Count  de  Guichcn,  on  which  they  had  relied  to 
give  them  suj)criority  by  sea,  had  sailed  for  Europe.  This  dis- 
concerted their  plans,  and  Washington,  in  consequence,  set  oot, 
two  or  three  days  sooner  than  had  been  anticipated  on  his  retort^ 
to  his  head-quarters  on  the  Hudson.  He  was  accompanied 
Lafayette  and  General  Knox  with  their  suites  ;  also,  part  of 
way,  by  Count  Matthew  Dumas,  aide-de-camp  to  Rochaml 
TIic  count,  who  regarded  Washington  with  an  enthusiasm  whi( 
apj)ear8  to  have  been  felt  by  many  of  the  young  French  of 
gives  an  animated  picture  of  the  manner  in  which  he  was  grecteij 
in  one  of  the  towns  through  which  they  passed.  "We  arrive 
there,**  says  he,  **at  night;  the  whole  population  had  sail 
forth  beyond  the  suburbs.     We  were  lurrounded  by  a  ciovd 
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Sdroi  cttrrying  torches,  and  reiterating  the  acclamations  of  the 
:ueii8 ;  all  were  eager  to  touch  the  person  of  him  whom  they 
Ued  with  load  cries  as  their  father,  and  they  thronged  before 
80  as  aknost  to  prevent  oar  moving  onward.  G^eral  Wash- 
glon,  moch  affected,  paosed  a  few  moments,  and  pressing  my 
nd,  'We  may  be  beaten  by  the  English,'  said  he,  Mt  is  the 
taooe  of  war;  bat  there  is  the*  army  they  will  never  con- 
ler!'" 

These  few  words  speak  that  noble  confidence  in  the  endnring 
iftriotism  of  his  coantrymen,  which  sustained  him  throngfaont 
1  the  floctoating  fortunes  of  the  Revolution  ;  yet  at  this  very 
toment  it  was  about  to  receive  one  of  the  crnellest  of  wounds. 

On  approaching  the  Hudson,  Washington  took  a  more  cir- 
Bitons  route  than  the  one  he  had  originally  intended,  striking 
le  river  at  Fishkill  just  above  the  Highlands,  that  he  might 
bit  West  Point,  and  show  the  marquis  the  works  which  had 
tsoi  erected  there  during  his  absence  in  France.  Circumstances 
detained  them  a  night  at  Fishkill.  Their  baggage  was  sent  on 
o  Arnold's  quarters  in  the  Bobinson  House,  with  a  message  ap- 
innng  the  general  that  they  would  breakfast  there  the  next  day. 
A  the  morning  (Sept  24th)  they  were  in  the  saddle  before  break 
^day,  having  a  ride  to  make  of  eighteen  miles  through  the 
iVNmtains.  It  was  a  pleasant  and  animated  one.  Washington 
9m  XQ  excellent  spirits,  and  the  buoyant  marquis,  and  genial, 
'^>nn-hearted  Knox,  were  companions  with  whom  he  was  always 
^x»ed  to  unbend. 

When  within  a  mile  of  the  Robinson  House,  Washington 
^ed  down  a  cross  road  leading  to  the  banks  of  the  Hudson. 
•^Giyette  apprised  him  that  he  was  going  out  of  the  way,  and 
ifited  that  Mrs.  Arnold  must  be  waiting  break^Ast  for  him. 


f-* 


'^Ah,  mmrquis!"  replied  he  good-hmnoredlyy  **joa  yoimgnei 
are  all  in  love  with  Mn.  Arnold.  I  see  jaa  are  eager  to  beii& 
her  as  soon  as  possible.  Go  yoa  and  break&st  with  her,  ud  td 
her  not  to  wait  for  me.  I  most  ride  down  and  esamina  tki*- 
doubts  on  this  side  of  the  river,  bat  will  be  with  her  dwrdy  * 

The  marquis  and  General  Knoz,  however,  tamed  off  ol 
ai-companied  him  down  to  the  redoabts,  while  Colond  Hi^ 
ton  and  Lafayette's  aide-de-camp,  Major  James  McHenry,  esi* 
tinued  along  the  main  road  to  the  Bobineon  Hoose,  bmg 
Washington's  apology,  and  reqnest  that  the  break£ut  might  Mt 
be  retarded. 

The  familv  with  the  two  aides-de-camp  sat  down  to  bmUit 
Mrs.  Arnold  had  arrived  bat  foar  or  five  days  previondy  ta' 
Philadelphia,  with  her  infant  child,  then  aboat  six  months  oli 
She  was  bright  and  amiable  as  nsnal.  Arnold  was  silent  ai 
gloomy.  It  was  an  anxious  moment  with  him.  This  was  tk 
day  appointed  for  the  consummation  of  the  plot,  when  the  eas- 
my*8  8hi|)6  were  to  ascend  the  river.  The  return  of  the  coD- 
luander-inH'hief  from  the  East  two  davs  sooner  than  had  bees 
anticipated,  and  his  proposed  visit  to  the  forts,  threatened  to  (Hi* 
concert  ever}-  thing.  What  might  be  the  consequence  AidoU 
could  not  conjecture.  An  interval  of  fearful  imaginings  vis 
soon  brought  to  a  direful  close.  In  the  midst  of  the  reptfta 
horseman  alighted  at  the  gate.  It  was  the  messenger  heariog 
Jameson's  letter  to  Arnold,  stating  the  capture  of  Andre,  and  thst 
dangerous  papers  found  on  him  had  been  forwarded  to  Wssb- 
ington. 

The  mine  had  exploded  beneath  Arnold's  feet;  yet  in  tins 
awful  moment  he  gave  an  evidence  of  that  qoickness  of  ^^ 
which  had  won  laareb  &r  him  when  in  the  path  of  doij*  ^ 
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tnUiBg  the  dismay  that  must  have  cnnitten  him  to  the  heart,  he 
leekoned  Mn.  Arnold  from  the  breakfast  table,  signifying  a  wish 
iDipeik  with  her  in  private.  When  alone  with  her  in  her  room 
«p  itain,  he  annonnced  in  hurried  words  that  he  was  a  ruined 
BID,  and  must  instantly  fly  for  his  life !  Overcome  by  the  shock, 
At  &n  senseless  on  the  floor.  Without  pausing  to  aid  her,  he 
kiried  down  stairs,  sent  the  messenger  t^  her  assistance,  proba- 
Uj  to  keep  him  from  an  interview  with  the  other  officers ;  returned 
to  the  breakfast  room,  and  informed  his  guests  that  he  must  haste 
to  West  Point  to  prepare  for  the  reception  of  the  commander-in- 
duef;  and  mounting  the  horse  of  the  messenger,  which  stood 
nddled  at  the  door,  galloped  down  by  what  is  still  called  Arnold's 
Bath,  to  the  landing-place,  where  his  six-oared  barge  was  moored. 
Throwing  himself  into  it,  he  ordered  his  men  to  pull  out  into  the 
niddle  of  the  river,  and  then  made  down  with  all  speed  for  Tell- 
€1*1  Point,  which  divides  Haverstraw  Bay  from  the  Tappau  Sea, 
ajing  he  must  be  back  soon  to  meet  the  commander-in-chief 

Washington  arrived  at  the  Bobinson  House  shortly  after  the 
light  of  the  traitor.  Being  informed  that  Mrs.  Arnold  was  in 
her  room,  unwell,  and  that  Arnold  had  gone  to  West  Point  to 
'Keire  him,  he  took  a  hasty  breakfast,  and  repaired  to  the 
^rtress,  leaving  word  that  he  and  his  suite  would  return  to 
dinner. 

In  crossing  the  river,  he  noticed  that  no  salute  was  fired  from 
^  fort,  nor  was  there  any  preparation  to  receive  him  on  his 
'^ding.  Colonel  Lamb,  the  officer  in  command,  who  came  down 
^  the  shore,  manifested  surprise  at  seeing  him,  and  apologized 
^^  this  want  of  military  ceremony,  by  assuring  him  he  had  not 
'^n  apprised  of  his  intended  visit. 

''Is  not  General  Arnold  heref  demanded  Washington. 

VOL.  IV.- 


122  urx  or  washzkgtox 

-^X:;.  ST.    He  bat  HOC  been  here  iv  two  davipMt;  norlnii 

I  I'-x:  -  •-  =  1::=  li  IZ^  lUDe. 

r.^  Tj^  ?:riz^  izd  perplexing,  bat  no  siniflter  wmpam 
«!::'f  ry*  ''-Vi».i^^'c*«  Tniad.  He  remained  aft  the  Point  tboog^ 
■:iii  'Jiri  3iL.rLz;£  iz^pectin^  xjkt  fortifications.  In  the  mem  tine^ 
iza  £«»Kc^r  v^mm  Ja3K9oo  had  despatched  to  Hartfiord  vitk 
a  '.^Zdz  x^^jii  ibse  :ac«r«  taken  on  Andre«  arrived  at  the  Sob- 
iz:**:n  K.-csie^  He  had  learnt,  vhile  on  the  way  to  Hartfind,  that 
Wigt^iii^.-G  iad  IcH  :ras  placv,  vherecpon  he  tamed  bridkto 
cv*fr:jJce  hiz.  ret  aLsed  him  in  conseqoence  of  the  genenTi 
c&ou?  ':'C  r:c:e-  Ooni:::^  bj  the  Ijwer  road,  the  messenger  bi 
passe**  :!.-': cci  Salens,  where  Andre  was  confined,  and  broogk 
w.:^  J..—  :ze  '.-:Tcr  wrirten  b  j  that  unfortunate  officer  to  the  com- 
ZLiz  i'zT'jz^:lL.-:i,  the  iw-To:t  of  which  has  already  been  piTen. 
Ti'i-^  '-ctrcT*  z^-jz^  rerresentel  as  of  the  utmost  moment,  were 
ccec*:  JLi:  i  r-il  rv  Ooloriel  Hamilton,  as  Washington's  tidtsle- 
oAzir  J^  L  ■."■:::*  leEtLiI  .5i.^r.     He  maintained  silence  as  to  their 

m 

o;c:-.r.".<  ;  nrt  WashiTir^on,  as  be  and  bis  companions  werecom- 
i"^  ■;:  :>;=:  tJie  r>er.  o::  their  return  from  West  Point,  spoke  to 
li":  A  fc-sr  wopii  in  a  low  vci^e,  and  thev  retired  together  into 
tiiT  1:.  -:?e.  ^Vzatever  a^itati.^n  Washington  may  have  felt  when 
t  ">.?<*  :.Vw— ents  of  dee  inlaid  treachery  were  put  before  him,  he 
*  .  re  l.">  u.<::al  jiir  of  eqiLinimity  when  he  rejoined  his  compan- 
i-ns.  Taking  Knox  and  Lafavette  aside,  he  commanicated  to 
th-e^i  the  i?.te"::rence.  and  plaoetl  the  papers  in  their  han<l«. 
-  Whom  oaa  we  trust  now  ?  *•  was  his  only  comment,  but  it  spoke 
vol'ime*. 

HLs  fir^t  ilea  was  to  arT>?st  xhe  traitor.  Conjecturing  the 
dlireL-ti.'U  o*!  his  tli^ht,  he  despatched  Colonel  Hamilton  on  hone- 

k  to  spur  with  all  speed  to  Verplanck^s  Point,  which  com- 
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nds  the  narrow  part  of  the  Hudson,  jnst  below  the  Highlands, 
h  orders  to  the  commander  to  intercept  Arnold  should  he  not 
Diiy  hare  passed  that  post  This  done,  when  dinner  was 
BQDoed,  he  invited  the  company  to  table.  '^  Gome;  gentle- 
B;  since  Mrs.  Arnold  is  unwell,  and  the  general  is  absent,  let 
■t  down  without  ceremony.**  The  repast  was  a  quiet  one,  for 
M  but  Lafayette  and  Knox,  beside  the  general,  knew  the  pnr- 
t  of  the  letters  just  received. 

In  the  mean  time,  Arnold,  panic-stricken,  had  sped  his  caitiff 
^  through  the  Highlands ;  infamy  howling  in  his  rear ;  arrest 
Mtening  him  in  the  advance ;  a  fugitive  past  the  posts  which 
bad  recently  commanded ;  shrinking  at  the  sight  of  that  flag 
ich  hitherto  it  had  been  his  glory  to  defend!  Alas!  how 
aged  from  the  Arnold,  who,  but  two  years  previously,  when 
olsed,  wounded  and  crippled,  before  the  walls  of  Quebec,  could 
write  proudly  from  a  shattered  camp,  "  I  am  in  the  way  of 
duty,  and  I  know  no  fear !  ** 

He  had  passed  through  the  Highlands  in  safety,  but  there 
e  the  batteries  at  Yerplanck's  Point  yet  to  fear.  Fortunately 
him,  Hamilton,  with  the  order  for  his  arrest,  had  not  arrived 

ffis  barge  was  known  by  the  garrison.  A  white  handker- 
ef  displayed  gave  it  the  sanction  of  a  flag  of  truce :  it  was 
fered  to  pass  without  question,  and  the  traitor  efl!ected  his 
ipe  to  the  Vulture  sloop-of-war,  anchored  a  few  miles  below, 
if  to  consummate  his  degradation  by  a  despicable  act  of 
■chery  and  meanness,  he  gave  up  to  the  commander  his  cox- 
uii  and  six  bargemen  as  prisoners  of  war.  We  are  happy  to 
^  that  this  perfidy  excited  the  scorn  of  the  British  officers ; 
I9  when  it  was  found  that  the  men  had  supposed  they  were 


I  ft  trft[iacri|(t:         i 
—The  bMrt  whidl 

cannot  allem|-il  lo  |,alliate  a  , 
"rong:  I  ha^eover  actej  f 
try,  since  iho  romtaencement 
twesn  Great  BritAJu  «nd  the 
to  my  country  actuates  my  p 
pear  inconsisieat  to  the  worl 
man's  actions. 

"  I  ask  no  faror  for  myaeil 
iaffratitade  of  my  conntry  to 
humanity  of  jour  Excellency, 
tion  for  Mrs.  Arnold  from  ev- 
taken  v-.;ngeance  of  my  countr 
fall  only  on  me;  she  is  as  go« 
is  incapable  of  doing  wrong. 
return  to  her  friends  in  Phi]n 
may  choose  i  from  yonr  Excel 
count,    but    shfl    m,^   ™<r-.   , 
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oa  had  hoped  to  find  fiaTor  with  Washington  on  the  score 
r  early  intimacy. 

twithstanding  WashingUm's  apparent  tranquillity  and  real 
•enian,  it' was  a  time  of  appalling  distrust  How  far  the 
had  extended ;  who  else  might  be  implicated  in  it,  was 
m.  Arnold  had  escaped,  and  was  actually  on  board  of 
Itore ;  he  knew  every  thing  about  the  condition  of  the 
might  he  not  persuade  the  enemy,  in  the  present  weak 
I  the  garrisons,  to  attempt  a  coup  de  main  f  Washington 
ly,  therefore,  despatched  a  letter  to  Colonel  Wade,  who 
temporary  command  at  West  Point  '*  Oeneral  Arnold  is 
>  the  enemy,**  writes  he.  **  I  have  just  now  received  a  line 
m  enclosing  one  to  Mrs.  Arnold,  dated  on  board  of  the 
L  £  request  that  you  will  be  as  vigilant  as  possible,  and 
snemy  may  have  it  in  contemplation  to  attempt  some  en- 
I,  even  to-nighty  against  these  posts,  I  wish  you  to  make, 
ately  after  the  receipt  of  this,  the  best  disposition  you  can 
'  force,  so  as  to  have  a  proportion  of  men  in  each  work  on 
A  side  of  the  river.** 

egiment  stationed  in  the  Highlands  was  ordered  to  the 
uty,  as  well  as  a  body  of  the  Massachusetts  militia  from 
1.  At  half-past  seven  in  the  evening,  Washington  wrote 
Bral  Greene,  who,  in  his  absence,  commanded  the  army  at 
I ;  urging  him  to  put  the  left  division  in  motion  as  soon  as 
B,  with  orders  to  proceed  to  King's  Ferry,  where,  or  before 
kould  arrive  there,  they  would  be  met  with  further  orders, 
division,'*  writes  he,  ^^will  come  on  light,  leaving  their 
baggage  to  follow.  You  will  also  hold  all  the  troops  in 
ess  to  move  on  the  shortest  notice.    Transactions  of  a  most 


'^kagerou  inforiMtiim,  Md 
the   ke7  of  tbo  citadel  in 

every  (irfcaiuioii  sbudd  be 
making  his  escape.  "  He 
and  in  order  tbat  he  majr  ni 
hiiu  uniter  tlie  care  of  eocI 
preclude  him  from  the  leaf 
lie  less  liable  to  be  ro 
doubt  make  every  effort  to  i 
ed  to  this  place  by  some  op 
Crompond.  I  would  not  w 
Bult ;  but  be  does  not  appea 
mon  prisoner  of  war,  and  tl 
indulgences  which  they  rec 
ly  watched." 
In  the  mean  time,  Mri 
Btate  bordering  on  frenzy. 

„i,^     ...^     ^plJ^arv    nf     1 
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tLmring  niooeeded,  he  ezperienced  a  pleasure  in  assuring  her 
his  safety.* 

A  letter  of  HamSton's  written  at  the  time,  with  aD  the  87m- 
duBB  of  a  young  man,  gives  a  teaching  picture  of  Washings 
A  first  interview  with  her.  "  She  for  a  time  entirely  lost  her- 
K  The  general  went  up  to  see  her,  and  she  upbraided  him 
Vk  hang  in  a  plot  to  murder  her  child  One  moment  she 
md,  another  she  melted  into  tears,  sometimes  she  pressed  her 
ADt  to  her  bosom,  and  lamented  its  fate  occasioned  by  the  im- 
Iricnce  of  its  father,  in  a  manner  that  would  have  pierced  in- 
■ddity  itself  AH  the  sweetness  of  beauty,  all  the  loveliness 
jnnooence^  all  the  tenderness  of  a  wife,  and  all  the  fondness 
%  mother,  showed  themselves  in  her  appearance  and  conduct." 

Daring  the  brief  time  she  remained  at  the  Robinson  House, 
t  was  treated  with  the  utmost  deference  and  delicacy,  but  soon 

cS,  under  a  passport  of  Washington,  &r  her  father's  house  in 


*  Memoin  of  Lafi^Tette,  L,  p^  361. 


CHAPTER   XI. 

Ainmi*t  otMfxxrcr  .At  ▲  feuosibb — rb  oumvkmatkmw  with  oolosiil  tiUf 

MADOS — VrOKT  OF  MATHASr    HALB — A9DKE*t    PSaCUr  AT  TAVTAS— OOOI- 

sposnMucx  ox   bh   bbiialp — ma  tbial — szBCiinosi-— bkwakd  or  10 

CAPTOM — BKWASO  OF  AKKOLD — HIS  moCLAXATUMI— AFTKft  fOmW 
MBit.   AKXOLO. 

On  the  2Gth  of  September,  the  day  after  the  treason  of  Arnold 
had  been  revealed  to  Washington,  Andrd  arrived  at  the  Bobin- 
H<>n  House,  having  been  brought  on  in  the  night,  under  eseoit 
and  in  charge  of  Major  Tallmadge.  Washington  made  nooj 
inquiries  of  the  major,  but  declined  Cb  have  the  prisoner  broagbt 
into  his  presence,  apparently  entertaining  a  stiong  idea  of  ^ 
moral  obli(|uity,  from  the  nature  of  the  scheme  in  which  be  hi 
l>een  engaged,  and  the  circumstances  under  which  he  had  been 
arrested. 

The  same  evening  he  transmitted  him  to  West  Point,  tsA 
Khortly  afterwards,  Joshua  H.  Smith,  who  had  likewise  been 
arrested.  Still,  not  considering  them  secure  even  there,  he  dete^ 
mined  on  the  following  day  to  send  them  on  to  the  camp.  1°  ' 
letter  to  Greene  he  writes :  "  They  wOl  be  under  an  ewort  d 
horse,  and  I  wish  you  to  have  separate  houses  in  camp  readj  ^ 
their  reception,  in  which  they  may  be  kept  perfectly  secure;  »Dd 
also  strong,  trusty  guards,  trebly  officered,  that  a  part  jomj  00 
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intly  in  the  room  with  them.  They  have  not  b«n  permit 
Iw  ti^ther,  and  most  be  kept  apart.  I  would  wisli  the 
'for  Mr.  Andr^  to  be  a  decent  one,  and  that  he  may  be 
with  civility ;  bnt  that  he  may  be  io  guarded  as  to  pre- 
t  poasibility  of  his  escaping,  which  he  will  certainty 
^  to  effect,  if  it  shaU  seem  practicable  in  the  most  distant 

i^or  Tallmadge  continued  to  have  the  charge  of  Andr^. 
i^rding  him  from  the  same  anxious  point  with  the  ra>m- 
'iu-chief,  and  having  had  opportnnities  of  acqniring  a 
bl  knowledge  of  bim,  he  had  become  fascinated  by  his  en- 
f  qualities.      "The  ease  and  affability  of  his  manners," 

be,  "  polished  by  the  refinement  of  good  society  and  a  lin> 
tdncation,  made  him  a  most  delightful  companion.  It  often 
tears  from  my  eyes,  to  find  him  so  agreeable  in  conversation 

real  Babjects,  when  I  reflected  od  his  future  fate,  and  that 

!  feared,  so  near  at  hand." 

tly  on  the  morning  of  the  38th,  the  prisoners  were  em- 

1  in  a  barge,  to  be  conyeyed  fro-m  West  Point  to  King's 

Tallmadge  placed  Andr6  by  his  side  on  the  after  seat  of 

ge.     Being  both  young,  of  equal  rank,  and  preposseHsing 

B,  a  frank  and  cordial  intercoorae  had  grown  np  between 

By  a  cMiel,  mutually  agreed  upon,  each  might  put  to  the 
hny  question  not  involving  a  third  i>er8on.  They  were 
J  below  the  rocky  heights  of  West  Point,  and  in  fidl  view 

fortress,  when  Tallmadge  asked  Andre  whether  he  would 
lahen  an  active  part  in  the  attack  on  it,  should  Arnold's 
succeeded.  Andr^  promptly  answered  in  the  aflirma- 
poioted  out  a  table  of  land  on  tiie  west  shore,  where  he 

bave  landed  at  the  head  of  a  select  corps,  described  tha 
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route  he  woiiM  hare  taken  np  the  mounUun  to  a  iMigktinflM 
rear  nf  Fort  Putnam,  orerlooking  the  whcde  parade  of  Wol 
Point— "and  this  he  did,**  writes  Tallmadge,  <«with  ni 
greater  exactness  than  I  ooold  hare  done.  This  emmeneek 
would  have  reached  without  diflknltr,  as  Arnold  would  hare  de- 
posed of  the  garrison  in  such  manner  as  to  be  capable  of  littk  a 
no  opposition^-o/irf  thfn  the  key  of  the  country  would  hare  AewM 
hu  handsj  cmd  he  ttould  have  had  the  glory  of  the  epUtidid  adisBt 

Tallmadge  fairlj  kindled  into  admiration  as  Andre,  viA 
hereditary  French  vivacity,  acted  the  scene  he  was  descnfaiDg* 
**  It  seemed  to  him,**  he  said,  '^as  if  Andre  were  entering  thetit 
sword  in  hand.** 

lie  ventured  to  ask  what  was  to  have  been  his  reward  hid  1m 
succeeded.  *•  Military  glory  was  all  he  sought.  The  thanks  of 
his  general,  and  the  approbation  of  lus  king  would  have  been  a 
rich  reward  for  such  an  undertaking." 

Tallmadge  was  i>erfectly  channetl,  but  adds  quietly,  "  I  think 
he  further  remarked,  tliat,  if  he  had  succeeded,  he  mu  to  Aow 
been  promoted  to  the  rank  of  a  brigadier^neral.^ 

While  thus  the  prisoner,  confident  of  the  merit  of  whtt  he 
had  attempted,  kindled  with  the  idea  of  an  imaginary  triomph) 
and  the  youthful  officer  who  had  him  in  charge,  caught  fire  from 
liis  enthusiasm,  the  barge  glided  through  that  solemn  defile  of 
mountains,  tlm)ugh  which,  but  a  few  days  preyiously,  Arnold,  the 
{Kinic-stricken  traitor  of  the  drama,  had  fled  like  a  felon. 

After  disembarking  at  King's  Ferry  near  Stony  Point,  they 
set  off  for  Tappan  under  the  escort  of  a  body  of  horse.  As  they 
aj)proached  the  Clove,  a  deep  defile  in  the  rear  of  the  Highlandt» 
Andre,  who  rode  beside  Tallmadge,  became  solicitous  to  know 
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he  opiiikm  of  tlie  latter  u  to  what  would  be  the  result  of  his 
^itBre,  and  in  what  light  he  would  be  regarded  by  General 
RTuhiiigton  and  hj  a  military  tribunal,  should  one  be  ordered. 
Ubnadge  evaded  the  question  as  long  as  possible,  but  being 
nged  to  a  fall  and  explicit  reply,  gave  it,  he  says,  in  the  follow- 
Bg  words :  '^  I  had  a  much-loved  classmate  in  Yale  College,  by 
k  name  of  Nathan  Hale,  who  entered  the  army  in  1775.  Im- 
•ediately  after  the  battle  of  Long  Island,  General  Washington 
noted  information  respecting  the  strength,  position,  and  proba- 
te movements  of  the  enemy.  Captain  Hale  tendered  his  ser- 
ioei,  went  over  to  Brooklyn,  and  was  taken,  just  as  he  was  pass- 
ig  the  outposts  of  the  enemy  on  his  return ;  said  I  with  em- 
knis— *Do  you  remember  the  sequel  of  the  story?'  *Yes,* 
ud  Andr^.  '  He  was  hanged  as  a  spy !  But  you  surely  do  not 
NMider  his  case  and  mine  alike  t '  '  Yes,  precisely  similar ;  and 
mki  win  be  your  fate.'  **  * 

*  Tlw  &fee  of  die  heroio  youth  here  aHoded  to,  demrres  «  more  ample  no- 
Mi   Bora  in  Corentiy,  Coniiecticiit,  Jane  6th,  1755,  he  entered  Yale  College 

1770^  and  gradoated  with  some  dintinction  in  September,  1778,  having  pre- 
Mdr  contracted  an  engagement  of  marriage  ;  not  nnlike  Andr6  in  this  re- 
«t)  vfao  wooed  his  **•  Honora"  at  eighteen.     On  quitting  college  he  engaged 

steadier,  as  is  common  with  jonng  men  in  New  England,  while  studying 
^ftprolesaoD.  His  half-formod  purpose  was  to  devote  himself  to  the  minis- 
f •  As  a  teacher  of  jronth,  he  was  eminently  skilful,  and  equally  appreci- 
B^  by  parents  and  pnpUsw  He  became  universally  popular.  **  Every  body 
^  him,**  said  a  lady  of  his  acquaintance,  *'  he  was  so  sprightly,  inteUigent 
d  kind,  and  «o  handAme.** 

He  was  teaching  at  New  London,  when  an  express  arrived,  bringing  tidings 

^  outbreak  at  Lexington.  A  town  meeting  was  called,  and  Hale  was 
*^  the  most  ardent  of  the  speakers,  proposing  an  instant  march  to  the 
^  of  hostilities,  and  oflbring  to  volunteer.  "  A  sense  of  duty,"  writes  he  to 
*  &ther,  ^  urges  me  to  sacrifice  every  thing  for  my  country." 

He  served  in  the  army  before  Boston  as  a  Lieutenant ;  prevailed  on  his  com- 
^T  to  extend  their  term  uf  service  by  offering  them  his  own  pay,  and  for  hit 
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"  He  endeavored,**  adds  Tallinadge,  **  tq  answer  my  Rsuk^ 
but  it  was  manifest  he  was  mora  tioaUed  in  spiril  than  I U 
ever  seen  him  before.*' 

**  We  stopped  at  the  Clove  to  dine  and  let  the  honfrfand 
refresh,'*  continues  Tallmadge.  ^  While  there,  Andri  kept  n- 
viewinp^  his  shabby  dress,  and  finally  remarked  to  me^tlMlb 
was  {M)9itive1y  ashamed  to  go  to  the  head-quarters  of  the  Ameri- 
can army  in  such  a  plight.  I  called  my  servant  and  directed  bia 
to  bring  my  dragoon  cloak,  which  I  presented  to  Major  Aiuiii 


good  conduct  recciTed  fVom  Coognm  the  oommiuion  of  capddn.  He  «■- 
manded  a  company  in  Colonel  Knowlton't  rsgiment  in  the  following  j«v.  AA* 
the  diMutroui;  battle  of  Long  Iiland,  Washington  apfdied  to  that  officer  fx^ 
competent  person  to  penetrate  the  enemy*s  camp,  and  procnre  intelligeoce  of 
their  designs ;  a  sen  ire  deemed  vita\  in  that  diipiriting  crisis.  Hik,  in  ^ 
ardor  of  patriotinn,  volunteered  for  the  nnenviaUe  enterprise,  though  fi^f 
aware  of  it4  peril,  and  the  con!«equenocs  of  c^itore. 

Assuming  his  old  char:tc^^r  as  schoolmaster,  he  crossed  the  Sound  ttttj^ 
from  Norwalk  to  Huntington  on  Long  Island,  Tisited  the  British  tnaaapaa^ 
unsuspected,  made  drawings  of  the  enemy's  works,  and  noted  down  mcmoitD^ 
iu  I<utin  of  the  infc»matioii  he  gathered,  and  then  retraced  his  steps  to  Haotill^ 
ton,  whore  a  boat  was  to  meet  him  and  convey  him  back  to  the  Connecdetf 
shore,  rnfortunatcly  a  British  guard  ship  was  at  that  time  ancfaondrcta 
view  in  the  Sound,  and  had  sent  a  boat  on  shore  for  water.  Hale  miitook  i 
for  the  expected  boat,  and  did  not  discover  his  mistake  until  he  fimnd  hiBtf' 
in  the  hands  of  enemies.  He  was  stripped  and  aearched,  the  plans  aodmefl^ 
randa  were  found  concealed  in  the  soles  of  his  shoes,  and  proved  him  to  be  s^ 

He  was  conveyed  to  the  guard  ship,  and  thence  to  New  Yoric,  wbeR  ^ 
was  landed  on  the  21st  of  September,  the  day  of  the  great  fire.     He  was  tibi 
to  (jeneral  Howe*s  hcad-qnarters,  and,  after  brief  parley  with  his  jndgSt  *" 
dered  for  execution  the  next  morning  at  daybreak     a  sentence  carried  ombf 
the  pro\'09t  marshal,  the  bnital  and  infamous  Cunningham,  who  refosed  Ui 
request  for  a  Bible,  and  destroyed  a  letter  he  had  addresKd  to  hu  mother,  C* 
the  reason  afterwards  given  by  himself,  **  that  die  rebels  should  nevvr  kn0* 
they  had  a  man  who  could  die  with  such  firmneis.'*     His  patriot  spirit  shooi 
forth  in  his  dying  words, — "  I  only  regret  that  I  have  but  one  life  to  Vm  fa 
my  country.* 
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» refbaed  to  take  for  some  time ;  but  I  insisted  on  it,  and 
II7  pat  it  on  and  rode  in  it  to  Tappan.'* 
s  place  which  had  been  prepared  to  receive  Major  Andr^, 
pointed  oat  as  the  ''  76  Stone  House.'*  The  caution  which 
igton  had  given  as  to  his  safe  keeping,  was  strictly  ob- 
by  Colonel  Scanunel,  the  adjutant-general,  as  may  be  seen 
orders  to  the  officer  of  the  guards. 

Lajor  Andr6,  the  prisoner  under  your  guard,  is  not  only  an 
)f  distinction  in  the  British  army,  but  a  man  of  infinite 
I  address,  who  will  leave  no  means  unattempted  to  make 
ape  and  avoid  the  ignominious  death  which  awaits  him. 
B  therefi>re,  in  addition  to  your  sentries,  to  keep  two  offi- 
QStantly  in  the  room  with  him,  with  their  swords  drawn, 
the  other  officers  who  are  out  of  the  room  are  constantly 
» walking  the  entry  and  around  the  sentries,  to  see  that 
e  alert  No  person  whatever  to  be  permitted  to  enter  the 
•r  speak  with  him,  unless  by  direction  of  the  commander- 
1  You  are  by  no  means  to  suffer  him  to  go  out  of  the 
1  any  pretext  whatever."  * 

)  capture  of  Andre  caused  a  great  sensation  at  New  York, 
i  universally  popular  with  the  army,  and  an  especial  favor- 
Sir  Henry  Clinton.  The  latter  addressed  a  letter  to 
igton  on  the  29th,  claiming  the  release  of  Andre  on  simi- 
md  to  that  urged  by  Colonel  Robinson — ^his  having  visited 
at  the  particular  request  of  that  general  officer,  and  under 
iction  of  a  flag  of  truce ;  and  his  having  been  stopped 
ravelling  under  Amold*s  passports.  The  same  letter  in- 
9ne  addressed  by  Arnold  to  Sir  Henry,  and  intended  as  a 


*  From  a  oopj  among  the  papers  of  G^eral  Hand. 
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kind  of  certificate  of  the  innocence  of  Andre.    ^  I  comnuBU 
at  the  time  at  West  Point,**  writes  the  renegade,  ^bad  a&  A- 
doubted  riglit  to  send  mj  flag  of  truce  to  Major  Andri^  vl» 
came  to  me  under  that  protection,  and,  having  hdd  coDTcnatkn 
with  him,  I  delirered  him  confidential  papers  in  mj  own  bn^ 
writing  to  deliver  to  your  Excellency.    Thinking  it  much  propoer 
he  should  return  by  land,  I  directed  him  to  make  me  of  the 
feigned  name  of  John  Anderson,  under  whkh  he  had,  bynj 
direction,  come  on  shore,  and  gave  him  my  passports  to  go  to  the 
White  Phiins,  on  his  way  to  New  York.      •     •     ♦    •    Jfl 
which  I  had  then  a  right  to  do,  being  in  the  actual  senricecf 
America,  under  the  orders  of  General  Washington,  and  cod- 
manding  general  at  West  Point  and  its  dependencies.**    He  con- 
cludes, therefore,  that  Andr^  cannot  fail  of  being  immediatelj 
sent  to  New  York. 

Neither  the  official  demand  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  nor  the 
impudent  certificate  of  Arnold,  had  any  eflfect  on  the  steady  mind 
of  Washington.  He  considered  the  circumstances  under  which 
Andre  hail  been  taken  such  as  would  have  justified  the  most  stun- 
mary  procee* lings,  but  he  determineil  to  refer  the  case  to  the  ti' 
ainination  and  decision  of  a  board  of  general  officers,  which  he 
convened  on  the  29tli  of  September,  the  day  after  his  arrival  at 
Tappan.  It  was  composed  of  six  major-generals,  Greene,  Sti^ 
ling,  St.  Clair,  Lafayette,  R.  Howe,  and  Steuben ;  and  eight 
brigadiers,  Parsons,  James  Clinton,  Knox,  Glover,  PatcrtODi 
Hand,  Huntingdon,  and  Stark.  General  Greene,  who  was  ^ 
versed  in  military  law,  and  was  a  man  of  sound  head  and  kind 
heart,  was  president,  and  Colonel  John  Lawrence,  judge  ti^ 
cate-general. 

Colonel   AlexacndQi    Ramilton^   who,,  like  Tallmadge^  had 
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rawn  to  Andr6  in  his  misfortunes,  as  had  most  of  the  yonng 
LBierican  officers,  gives,  in  letters  to  his  friends,  many  interest- 
ig  particnlars  concerning  the  conduct  of  the  prisoner.  '^  When 
fooght  hefore  the  board  of  officers,*'  writes  he,  ^'  he  met  with 
fvj  mark  of  indulgence,  and  was  required  to  answer  no  inter* 
ogttory  which  would  even  embarrass  his  feelings.  On  his  part, 
ilule  he  carefully  concealed  every  thing  that  might  implicate 
tkn,  he  frankly  confessed  all  the  facts  relating  to  himself,  and 
pOQ  his  confession,  without  the  trouble  of  examining  a  witness, 
^  board  made  up  their  report." 

It  briefly  stated  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  concluded 
ith  the  opinion  of  the  court,  that  Major  Andre,  adjutant-gene- 
^  of  the  British  army,  ought  to  be  considered  a  spy  from  the 
itony,  and,  agreeably  to  the  law  and  usage  of  nations,  ought  to 
iffer  death.  In  a  conversation  with  Hamilton,  Andre  acknow- 
^dged  the  candor,  liberality,  and  indulgence  with  which  the 
^^  had  conducted  themselves  in  their  painful  inquiry.  He 
^  tbe  result  with  manly  firmness.  "  I  foresee  my  fate,"  said 
B;  ''and  though  I  pretend  not  to  play  the  hero,  or  to  be  indif- 
^t  about  life,  yet  I  am  reconciled  to  whatever  may  happen ; 
viacious  that  misfortune,  not  guilt,  has  brought  it  upon  me." 

Even  in  this  situation  of  gathering  horrors,  he  thought  of 
1^  more  than  of  himself.  ''  There  is  only  one  thing  that  dis- 
ihs  my  tranquillity,"  said  he  to  Hamilton.  "  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
a  bas  been  too  good  to  me ;  he  has  been  lavish  of  his  kindness. 
^  bound  to  him  by  too  many  obligations,  and  love  him  too 
^  to  bear  the  thought  that  he  should  reproach  himself,  or  oth- 
i  should  reproach  him,  on  the  supposition  of  my  having  con- 
LYed  myself  obliged,  by  his  instructions,  to  run  the  risk  I  did. 
roold  not  for  the  world  leave  a  sting  in  his  mind  IVlsA.  diQ\A4 
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embitter  bis  fatare  dajB.**  Ho  ooold  scaioe  finiah  the  MDSom; 
bursting  into  tears,  in  spite  of  his  efforts  to  suppresi  them,  aad 
with  diflicultj  collected  himself  enough  afterwmrds  to  add,  ''I 
wish  to  be  permitted  to  assure  him  that  I  did  not  act  under  tUl 
impression,  but  submitted  to  a  necessity  imposed  npOQ  me,!! 
contrary  to  my  own  inclination,  as  to  his  wishes.** 

His  request  was  complied  \n\h,  and  he  wrote  a  letter  to  Sr 
Henry  Clinton  to  the  above  purport.  He  made  mention  iIs)  of 
his  mother  and  three  sisters,  to  whom  the  value  of  his  comnui' 
sion  would  be  an  object.  "  It  is  needless,*'  said  he,  "  to  bo  Don 
explicit  on  this  subject ;  I  am  persuaded  of  your  EzcelleDCj^ 
goodness.**  • 

He  concluded  by  saying,  "I  receive  the  greatest  altentka 
from  his  Excellency,  Creneral  Washington,  and  from  every  p0* 
sou  under  whose  charge  I  happen  to  be  placed.*' 

This  letter  accompanied  one  from  Washington  to  Sir  Henrf 
Clinton,  stating  the  rejwrt  of  the  board  of  inquiry,  omitting  the 
sentence.  '*  From  these  proceedings,*'  observes  he,  "  it  is  evideal 
that  Major  Andro  was  employed  in  the  execution  of  measoitf 
very  foreign  to  the  objects  of  flags  of  truce,  and  such  as  they  were 
never  meant  to  authorize  in  the  most  distant  degree ;  and  this 
gentleman  confessed  with  the  greatest  candor,  in  the  course  of  hii 
examination,  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  suppose  thit  U 
came  on  shore  under  the  sanction  of  a  flag.** 

Capuin  Aaron  Ogden,  a  worthy  officer  of  the  New  Jeiae; 

*  The  cnmmiuion  was  soltl  by  Sir  Heniy  Clinton,  for  the  benefit  of  JkjM» 
mother  and  Asters.  The  King,  abo,  settled  a  pension  on  the  mother,  and  (l> 
fercd  to  confer  the  honor  of  knighthood  on  Andr6*s  brotlier,  in  order  to  vipi 
away  all  stain  from  the  family,  that  the  cirowmaUPce  of  hia  fate  might  bi 
thought  to  occaaion. 
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line,  was  selected  bv  Washington  to  bear  these  dispatches  to  tho 
enemy's  post  at  Paulus  Hook,  thence  to  be  conveyed  across  the 
Hudson  to  New  York.  Before  his  departure,  he  called  by  Wash- 
ington's request  on  the  Marquis  Lafayette,  who  gave  him  instruc- 
tions to  soond  the  officer  commanding  at  that  post  whether  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  might  not  be  willing  to  deliver  up  Arnold  in  ex- 
change for  Andro.  Ogden  arrived  at  Paulus  Hook  in  the  even- 
ings and  nuule  the  suggestion,  as  if  incidentally,  in  the  course  of 
nntenation.  The  officer  demanded  if  he  had  any  authority 
^  from  Washing^n  for  such  an  intimation.  '^  I  have  no  such  assur- 
•Qoe  from  Greneral  Washington,**  replied  he,  ''  but  I  am  prepared 
to  lay,  that  if  such  a  proposal  were  made,  I  believe  it  would  be 
[  accepted,  and  Major  Andr6  set  at  liberty.** 
[  The  officer  crossed  the  river  before  morning,  and  communica- 
^  the  matter  to  Sji  Henry  Clinton,  but  the  latter  instantly 
>qected  the  expedient  as  incompatible  with  honor  and  military 
principle.    . 

In  the  mean  time,  the  character,  appearance,  deportment  and 
wnnes  of  Andr^,  had  interested  the  feelings  of  the  oldest  and 
sternest  soldiers  around  him,  and  completely  captivated  the  sym- 
ptUdes  of  the  younger  ones.^  He  was  treated  with  the  greatest 
I  ^ftfed  and  kindness  throughout  his  confinement,  and  his  table 
^fU  supplied  from  that  of  the  commander-in-chief. 

Hamilton,  who  was  in  daily  intercourse  with  him,  describes 

lim  as  well  improved  by  education  and  travel,  with  an  elegant 

tank  of  mind,  and  a  taste  for  the  fine  arts.     Ho  had  attained 

•ome  proficiency  in  poetry,  music,  and  painting.     His  sentiments 

were  elevated,  his  elocution  was  fluent,  his  address  easy,  polite 

and  engaging,  with  a  soilness  that  conciliated  afiection.    His  tal- 

eats  and  accomplishments  were  accompanied,  says  Hamilton,  by 


i 
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a  difiiilence  that  induced  yoa  to  gire  him  credit  for  montka 
up{H.'.ire(1. 

No  one  felt  stronger  sympathy  in  his  case  than  CdkndTill- 
madgiN  no  doubt  from  the  consideration  that  he  had  been  tls 
moans  of  bringing  him  into  this  awful  predicament,  by  inducing 
(\)loiiel  Jameson  to  have  him  conducted  back  when  on  the  nj to 
Arnoltrs  quarters.  A  letter  lies  before  us,  written  by  TallmidgB 
tt)  Coloiiel  Samuel  B.  Webb,  one  of  Washington's  aide8-de<aiBp> 
'*  ViMT  Andri',  who  has  been  under  my  charge  almost  erer  mice 
lio  was  taken,  has  yesterday  had  his  trial,  and  though  his  set- 
tciice  is  not  known,  a  disgraceful  death  is  undoubtedly  allotted 
111  in.  By  heavens,  Colonel  Webb,  I  never  saw  a  man  whose  £ito 
I  f.>resaw  whom  I  so  sincerely  pitied.  He  is  a  young  fellow  of 
the  >;reate.st  aoooinplishments,  and  was  the  prime  minister  of  Sir 
Harry  on  all  occasions.  He  has  unbosomejji  his  heart  to  meio 
fully,  and  imleed  let  me  know  almost  every  motive  of  hisactioDi 
since  he  came  out  on  his  late  mission,  that  he  has  endeared  me  to 
him  exceedingly.  Unfortunate  man!  He  will  undoubtedly sof" 
fer  death  ttvmorrow ;  and  though  he  knows  his  fate,  seems  to  be 
as  cheerful  as  if  he  were  going  to  an  assembly.  1  am  sure  M 
will  ^^o  t.)  the  gallows  less  fearful  for  Ids  fate,  and  with  less  con- 
cern than  I  shall  behold  the  tragedy.  Had  he  been  tried  by* 
court  of  ladies,  he  is  so  genteel,  handsome,  polite  a  young  gen"*" 
man,  that  I  am  confident  they  would  have  acquitted  him.  ^^ 
enough  of  Andre,  who,  though  he  dies  lamented,  falls  justly." 

The  execution  was  to  have  taken  place  on  the  1st  of  October, 
at  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon ;  but  in  the  interim  Washingt^ 
received  a  second  letter  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  dated  Septem- 
ber 30th,  expressing  an  opinion  that  the  board  of  inquiry  h»d  ^ 
been  rightly  informed  of  all  the  circumstances  on  which  sjW 
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I  DOgbt  to  be  formed,  and  that,  in  order  that  he  might  be 
eily  apprised  of  the  Htate  of  the  matter  before  he  proceeded 
A  that  judgment  in  execution,  he  should  send  a  commission 
bt  following  day,  compoBed  of  Lieutenanl^governor  Elliot, 
Um  Smitli,  chief  justice  of  the  province,  and  Lieulenaut- 
nl  Robinson,  to  wait  near  Dobbs  Ferry  for  permission  and 
conduct  to  meet  Washington,  or  such  persons  as  he  should 
inl  to  converse  with  them  on  the  subject. 
IhiE  letter  caused  a  postponement  of  the  esecnt'ion,  and  Gen- 
Qreene  was  sent  to  meet  the  commissioners  at  Dobbs  Ferry. 
f  came  up  in  the  morning  of  the  1  st  of  October,  in  a  schoon- 
lith  a  flag  of  truce,  and  were  accompanied  by  Colonel  Bever- 
BobiuEon.  General  Robertson,  however,  was  the  only  corn- 
ier permitted  to  land,  the  others  not  being  military  officers. 
;  conference  took  place  between  him  and  General  Greene, 
1  any  agreement  of  opinion  upon  the  question  at  iBSue. 
Be  returned  to  camp  promising  lo  report  faithfully  to  Wash- 
I  the  argomeots  urged  by  Robertson,  and  tu  infonn  the  lat- 
the  result. 
L  letter  also  vaa  delivered  to  Greene  for  Washington,  which 
old  had  sent  by  the  commissioners,  in  which  the  traitor  reas- 
1  the  right  he  had  possessed,  as  commanding  officer  of  the 
rtment,  to  transact  all  the  matters  with  which  Andr6  was 
patod,  and  insisted  that  the  latter  ought  not  to  suffer  for 
■  "  But,"  added  he,  "  if  after  this  just  and  candid  repre- 
ition  of  Major  Andre's  case,  the  board  of  general  officers 
re  tn  their  former  opinion,  I  shall  suppose  it  dictated  by  pas- 
Mid  resentment;  and  if  that  gentleman  should  suffer  the 
ity  of  their  sentence,  I  shall  think  myself  bound,  by  every 
if  duty  »nd  honor,  to  retaliate  on   anch  unhappy  pet«uiis  ot 
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j^^ir  ATTnj  w  SAj  iftZ  vuJiin  mj  pover,  that  the  raped dnets 
-fjc^  &:!•:  -^:  -Jie  1&«^  x  naciaai.  wmy  be  better  undaiioodiBd 
r«r^r<:.  I  iLftT«  TzTLbeT  u>  obeerre,  thmt  fixty  of  the  yasqi 
.\.L^- .-.kz^zs  X  S:u:Ii  CvoIiiiA  hare  justly  forfeited  their  lifn, 
■•  ij  i  lA^e  hiiier^>  &Kn  spared  by  the  clemency  of  his  Excd- 
'.rz»:j.  Sir  Ht^Ejy  irTi:i^>iu  who  cannot  in  justice  extend  lus  meict 
:•>  -Ji<ci  aay  L:a^r.  *i  Major  Andr^  suffers ;  which,  in  all  pnb** 
zili'j.  wiTI  :g«n  x  socne  of  blooil  at  which  humanity  shaddm* 

-  Ss&*r  Bw  13  entreat  your  ExceHency,  for  your  own  sake  and 
:}>  h*  cior  <.{  hxnazi'.y.  and  the  lore  yoa  have  of  justice,  tbtTW 
suf  rr  n  j'C  an  uijust  sentence  to  touch  the  life  of  Major  Andnf* 
B::  if  :!:i*  warn  in  r  should  be  dbregarded,  and  he  suffer,  I  c*" 
H-r^T  r.  xrA  rar.li  :•>  witness,  that  your  Excellency  will  be  justly 
dn^vtrTA  le  for  tLe  lorreni  of  Hood  that  may  be  spilt  in  cfso^ 
i^icn-.v." 

Bcsi  le  this  impudent  and  despicable  letter,  there  was  anothef 
frt.<ni  Arnold  containing  the  farce  of  a  resignation,  and  coDcIad' 
ic^  wiih  the  following  sentence:  "  At  the  same  time  I  begl«*^* 
tu  assure  vour  Excellencv,  that  mv  attachment  to  the  tnie  inter' 
ests  uf  mv  countrv  is  invariable,  and  that  I  am  actuated  by  the 
same  principle  which  has  ever  been  the  governing  role  of  ^1 
conduct  in  this  unhappy  contest*' 

The  letters  of  Arnold  were  regarded  with  merited  contempt 
Greene,  in  a  brief  letter  to  Greneral  Robertson,  informed  him  tfi*^ 
he  had  made  as  full  a  report  of  their  conference  to  the  commafi^^ 
in-chief,  as  his  memory  would  serve,  but  that  it  had  made  ^ 
alteration  in  Washington's  opinion  and  determination.  Robert* 
Bon  was  piqued  at  the  brevity  of  the  note,  and  professed  to  doaot 
whether  Grecne*s  memory  had  served  him  with  sufiicient  (li^^ 
and  exactness  \  he  addressed  therefore  to  Washington  his  o^ 
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KD I  of  his  reasoning  on  ihc  subject;    after  despatching 

be  »nd  the  other  commissionerii  relnnied  in  the  schooner  to 
rotk. 

this  day  of  respite  Andr^  had  conducted  himself  with  his 
InuiqnilUt^F'.  A  likeness  of  himself,  seated  at  a  table  in  his 
,  which  he  skctclied  with  a  pen  and  gave  to  the  ofEoer 
ltd,  is  stiU  extant.  It  being  announced  to  him  that  one 
i  on  the  following  day  was  fixed  o»  fur  his  execution,  he 
ked,  that  since  it  was  hia  lot  to  die,  there  was  still  a  chuice 

mode ;  he  therefore  adilreseed  the  following  note  to  Wash- 

II 

K: — ^Buoyed  above  the  terror  of  death  by  the  consciouisneas 

fe  devoted  to  honorable  pursuits,  and  stained  with  do  action 

an  give  me  remorse,  I  trust  that  the  request  I  make  to  your 

lency  at  tliis  serious  period,  and  wliich  is  to  soften  my  last 

|iil«,  will  not  be  rejected.     Sympathy  towards  a  soldier  will 

r  induce  your  Eicellentiy  and  a  tnililary  tribunal  to  adapt 

Vule  of  my  death  to  the  feelings  of  a  man  of  honor. 

Let  me  Lope,  sir,  that  if  anght  in  my  character  impresses 

illi  esteem  towards  me  ;  if  aught  in  my  misfortunes  marks 
I  the  victim  of  policy  and  not  of  resentment,  I  shall  experi- 
Ihe  operation  of  these  feelings  in  your  breast  by  being  in- 

that  I  am  not  to  die  on  a  gibbet." 
lad  Washington  consulted  his  feelings  merely,  this  affecting 
light  not  have  been  in  vain,  for,  though  not  impulsive,  he 
Iain  en  tly  benevolent.    Anilr£  himself  had  testilied  to  the  kind 
Bent  he  had  experienced  from  the  commander-in-chief  since 

ijiture,  though  no  pereonal  interview  had  taken  place. 
bisgtim  had  no  popular  censure  to  apprehend  should  he  exer- 
indulgence,  for  the  popular  feeling  was  with  the  prisoner. 


i 
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But  he  had  a  high  and  tenadoiu  Miiae  of  the  dntiei  and  Mpft' 
Bibilities  of  his  position,  and  never  more  than  in  this  tr^  >^ 
ment,  when  he  liad  to  elevate  himself  above  the  oontagiou  v^ 
pathies  of  those  around  him,  dismiss  all  personal  conndentot 
and  regard  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case.    The  loog 
course  of  insidious  operations  which  had  been  pursued  to  onde^ 
miae  the  loyalty  of  one  of  his  most  trusted  officers;  the  gretl' 
ness  of  the  evil  which  the  treason  would  have  effected,  if  soDCts- 
ful ;  the  uncertainty  how  far  the  enemy  had  carried,  or  mig^^ 
still  l»e  carrying,  their  scheme  of  corruption,  for  anonymouB  isti- 
matioiis  8ix)ke  of  treachery  in  other  quarters ;  all  these  coDsder- 
ations  {Minted  this  out  as  a  case  in  which  a  signal  ezunjde  vas 
rcquireiL 

And  what  called  for  particular  indulgence  to  the  agent,  if  no^ 
instigator  of  this  enormous  crime,  who  had  thus  been  provideo- 
tially  detected  in  disguise,  and  with  the  means  of  its  consumni^'' 
tion  eoncealed  upon  hia  person  t     His  errand,  as  it  has  beencl<:^" 
quently  urged,  "  viewed  in  the  light  of  morality,  and  even  ^^^ 
that  chivalry  from  which  modem  war  pretends  to  derive  ita  ma^^' 
ims,  was  one  of  infamy.    He  had  been  commissioned  to  buy  ^^^ 
gold  what  steel  could  not  conquer;  to  drive  a  bargain  vrithoc** 
ready  for  a  price  to  become  a  traitor ;  to  count  out  the  tliir^7 
piixjes  of  silver  by  which  British  generals  and  British  gentlem^^ 
were  not  ashamed  to  purchase  the  betrayal  of  a  caose,  wfao^^ 
shining  virtue  repelled  their  power,  and  dimmed  the  glory  ^ 
their  arms."  * 

Even  the  language  of  traffic  in  which  this  negodstion  ^ 
been  carried  on  between  the  pseudo-Gustavus  and  John  Andef' 

*  Speech  of  the  Hon.  Heuiy  J.  Baymood,  at  the  ^Hii*«ti"n  of  tbt  An^ 
iDonmnent. 
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ad,  as  has  before  been  obeerved,  something  ignoble  and  de- 
I  to  the  chivakous  aspirant  who  stooped  to  use  it ;  espe- 
when  used  as  a  crafty  covering  in  bargaining  for  a  man's 

has  been  alleged  in  Andre's  behalf^  as  a  mitigating  cir- 
ance,  that  he  was  involuntarilj  a  spy.  It  is  true,  he  did 
Dme  on  shore  in  borrowed  garb,  nor  with  a  design  to  pass 
If  off  for  another,  and  procure  secret  information ;  but  he 
under  cloak  of  midnight,  in  supposed  safety,  to  effect  the 
^  of  a  holy  trust ;  and  it  was  his  undue  eagerness  to  se- 
he  objects  of  this  clandestine  interview,  that  brought  him 
tie  condition  of  an  undoubted  spy.     It  certainly  should  not 

our  view  of  his  mission,  that  he  embarked  in  it  without 
ling  to  subject  himself  to  danger.  A  spice  of  danger  would 
g^ven  it  a  spice  of  heroism,  however  spurious.  When  the 
nrous  was  first  projected,  he  sought,  through  an  indirect 
el,  to  let  Arnold  know  that  he  would  come  out  with  a  flag, 
llude  to  a  letter  written  by  him  from  New  York  on  the  7th 
)tember,  under  his  feigned  signature,  to  Colonel  Sheldon ; 
lily  intended  to  be  seen  by  Arnold ;  "  I  will  endeavor  to 
.  permission  to  go  out  with  a  flag.")  J£  an  interview  had 
place  under  that  sacred  protection,  and  a  triumphant  trea- 
\A  been  the  result,  what  a  brand  it  would  have  affixed  to 
i's  name,  that  he  had  prostituted  a  flag  of  truce  to  such  an 


ee  letter  of  Gnstavos  to  John  Andenon.  '*  My  partner  of  whom  I  hinted 
mer  letter,  has  about  ten  thousand  pounds  cash  in  hand,  ready  for  a 
iion,  if  any  should  offer ;  I  have  also  one  thousand  pounds  in  hand,  and 
Ject  fifteen  hundred  more  in  two  or  three  days.  Add  to  this,  I  have 
'Jtdiu     Fnmi  these  hints  you  can  judge  of  the  purchase  that  can  b% 
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We  dwell  on  these  m■tte^^  not  to  check  the  MotiDeBtrf 
urmfuUhT  awakened  in  Andrews  behalf  by  his  penonal  qulitiei> 
bat  to  vindicate  the  &ir  name  of  Washington  fiom  thit  '^Uot'* 
which  some  have  attempted  to  cast  upon  it,  because,  in  exadnng 
his  stem  duty  as  protector  of  the  public  weal,  daring  atnoeof 
secret  treason,  he  listened  to  policy  and  justice  rather  tbln1De^ 
cv.     In  doing  so,  he  took  coansel  with  some  of  his  general  offi- 
cers.   Their  opinions  coincided  with  his  own — that  ander  pRffBi 
circamstances,  it  was  important  to  give  a  signal  warning  to  the 
enemy,  by  a  rigorous  observance  of  the  rales  c^  war  snd  tlie 
usages  of  nations  in  like  cases.* 

But  although  Andr^*s  request  as  to  the  mode  of  his  deith 
was  not  to  be  granted,  it  was  thought  best  to  let  him  remain  Id 
uncertainty  on  the  subject;  no  answer,  therefore,  was  returned  to 
his  note.  On  the  morning  of  the  2d,  he  maintained  a  calm  de- 
meanor, though  all  around  him  were  gloomy  and  silent  He 
even  rebuke<l  his  servant  for  shedding  tears.  Having  brcik- 
fastt^l,  he  dressed  himself  with  care  in  the  full  uniform  of  a  Brit- 
ish oftioer,  which  he  had  sent  for  to  New  York,  placed  his  b»* 
upon  the  table,  and  accosting  the  officers  on  guard — "I  •* 
ready,"  said  he,  *'  at  any  moment,  gentlemen,  to  wait  upon  JOS' 

*  We  finbjoin  a  British  officer*!  view  of  Aiidr6*8  caw.     '*^He  was  tried  by* 

■ 

boAni  of  general  officers  as  a  spj,  and  condemned  to  be  hanged.  The  Amen' 
can  general  hai  been  censured  for  directing  this  ignoiftinioiis  sentence  to  be 
earned  into  execution ;  but  doubtless  Major  Andr^  was  well  aware  wfaeo  be 
undertook  the  negotiation,  of  the  fute  that  awaited  him  should  he  faU  into  the 
hand^  of  the  enemy.  The  laws  of  war  award  to  spies  the  punishment  of  destb. 
It  would,  therefore,  be  difficult  to  assign  a  reason  whj  Major  Andri  sbott-<l 
have  been  exempted  fmm  that  fate  to  which  all  others  are  doomed  under  siou* 
lar  circumstances,  although  the  amiable  qualities  of  the  man  rendered  the  vt- 
dividual  ca.-v  a  Mibject  of  peculiar  commiseration.**— ^<^  oatfiSirvwtf^^ 
OMatrtam  GmarJ$:  b/  Coi*  MAoKixaoai,  vol.  iL,  pw  9. 


I  THE  EXECUTION.  14d 

[e  walked  to  the  place  of  execution  between  two  sabaltem 
rs,  arm  in  arm,  with  a  serene  countenance,  bowing  to  seve- 
intlemen  whom  he  knew.  Colonel  Tallmadge  accompanied 
and  we  quote  his  words.  "  When  he  cdme  within  sight  of 
ibbet,  he  appeared  to  be  startled,  and  inquired  with  some 
on  whether  he  was  not  to  be  shot  Being  informed  that  the 
first  appointed  for  his  death  could  not  consistently  be  altered, 
claimed,  '  How  hard  is  my  fate ! '  but  immediately  added, 
U  soon  be  over.'  I  then  shook  hands  with  him  under  the 
•8,  and  retired."  * 

hile  waiting  near  the  gallows  until  preparations  were  made, 
mother  authority,  who  was  present,  he  evinced  some  nenr- 
us,  putting  his  foot  on  a  stone  and  rolling  it ;  and  making 
>rt  to  swallow,  as  if  checking  an  hysterical  affection  of  the 
All  things  being  ready,  he  stepped  into  the  waggon; 
red  to  shrink  for  an  instant,  but  recovering  himself^  ex- 
td :  ''It  will  be  but  a  momentary  pang  I  ** 
iking  off  his  hat  and  stock,  and  opening  his  shirt  collar,  he 
rately  adjusted  the  noose  to  his  neck,  after  which  he  took 
handkerchief,  and  tied  it  over  his  eyes.  Being  told  by  the 
in  command  that  his  arms  must  be  bound,  he  drew  out  a 
I  handkerchief^  with  which  they  were  pinioned.  Colonel 
nel  now  told  him  that  he  had  an  opportunity  to  speak,  if  he 
d  it.  His  only  reply  was,  ''  I  pray  you  to  bear  witness  that 
t  my  fate  like  a  brave  man."  The  waggon  moved  from 
him,  and  left  him  suspended.  He  died  almost  without  a 
^le.t     He  remained  suspended  for  about  half  an  hour,  dur- 

[SS.  of  Cd.  E  Tallmadge  in  poateanon  of  his  daughter,  Mn.  J.  P.  Coih- 

TTroy,  N.  Y. 

hatchex'a  Military  Journal,  pc  376. 
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ing  which  time  a  deathlike  stillneaB  prevailed  orer  the  nnoond* 
in«^  multitude.  His  remains  were  interred  within  a  few  yirdiof 
the  place  of  ills  execution ;  whence  they  were  transferred  to  Ed^ 
land  in  1821,  hy  the  British  consul,  then  resident  inNewTori^ 
and  were  buried  in  Westminster  Abbey,  near  a  mural  monomeoi 
which  had  been  erected  to  his  memory. 

Never  has  any  man,  suffering  under  like  circnmstanoes,  cwik- 
ened  a  more  universal  sympathy  even  among  those  of  the  country 
against  which  he  had  practised.  His  story  is  one  of  the  toodiing 
themes  of  the  Revolution,  and  his  name  is  still  spoken  of  with 
kindness  in  the  local  traditions  of  the  neighborhood  where  be  was 
captured. 

Washington,  in  a  letter  to  the  President  of  Congress,  pa«9eJ 
a  high  eulogium  on  the  captors  of  Andre,  and  recoinmended  them 
for  a  handsome  gratuity ;  for  having,  in  all  probability,  prevented 
0:10  of  the  severest  strokes  that  could  have  been  meditated  by  the 
enemy.  Omgrcss  accordingly  expressed,  in  a  formal  vote,  a  high 
sense  of  their  virtuous  and  patriotic  conduct ;  awarded  to  each 
of  them  a  farm,  a  pension  for  life  of  two  hundred  dollars,  and  a 
silver  medal,  bearing  on  one  side  an  escutcheon  on  which  was  en- 
graved the  word  Fideuty,  and  on  the  other  side  the  motto, 
Vincit  a/nor  Patnir.  These  medals  were  delivered  to  them  by 
General  Washington  at  head-quarters,  with  impressive  ceremony- 
Isaac  Van  Wart,  one  of  the  captors,  had  been  present  at  the 
execution  of  Andr^,  and  was  deeply  affected  by  it  He  was  not 
fond  of  recalling  the  subject,  and  in  after  life  could  rarely  spe» 
of  Andr6  without  tears. 

Joshua  II.  Smith,  who  aided  in  bringing  Andr^  and  Arnold 
together,  was  tried  by  a  court-martial,  on  a  charge  of  particip*^' 
ing  in  the  treason,  but  was  acquitted,  no  proof  appearing  0^  btf 
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had  any  knowledge  of  Arnold's  plot,  thoagh  it  was 
t  he  mast  hare  been  conscious  of  something  wrong  in  an 
sw  80  mysteriooBly  conducted. 

lold  was  now  made  brigadifer-general  in  the  British  service, 
t  on  an  official  level  with  honorable  men  who  scorned  to 
te  with  the  traitor.  What  golden  reward  he  was  to  have 
1  had  his  treason  been  successful,  is  not  known ;  but  six 
id  three  hundred  and  fifteen  pounds  sterling  were  paid  to 

a  compensation  for  losses  which  he  pretended  to  have  suf- 
I  going  over  to  the  enemies  of  his  country. 
i  vilest  culprit,  however,  shrinks  from  sustaining  the  oblo- 
his  crimes.  Shortly  after  his  arrival  in  New  York,  Arnold 
ed  an  address  to  the  Inhabitants  of  America,  in  which  he 
ored  to  vindicate  his  conduct  He  alleged  that  he  had 
lly  taken  up  arms  merely  to  aid  in  obtaining  a  redress  of 
ices.  He  had  considered  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
tate,  and  the  reasons  for  it  obviated,  by  the  subsequent 
I  of  the  British  government;  and  he  inveighed  against 
88  for  rejecting  those  offers,  without  submitting  them  to 
)ple. 

ally,  the  treaty  with  France,  a  proud,  ancient  and  crafty 
$  enemy  of  the  Protestant  faith  and  of  real  liberty,  had 
led,  he  said,  the  measure  of  his  indignation,  and  deter- 
him  to  abandon  a  cause  sustained  by  iniquity  and  con- 
by  usurpers. 

ides  this  address,  lie  issued  a  proclamation  inviting  the 
and  soldiers  of  the  American  army,  who  had  the  real  in- 
)f  their  country  at  heart,  and  who  were  determined  to  be 
;er  the  tools  ^nd  dupes  of  Congress,  and  of  France,  to  rally 
iie  royal  standard,  and  fight  for  true  American  liberty; 
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holding  oat  promises  of  large  boantieB  and  libenl  nibMleBDe, 
with  compensation  for  all  the  implements  and  aocontranenticf 
war  they  might  bring  with  them. 

Si)eaking  of  this  address,  ^  I  am  at  a  loss,"  sud  Waahingtoii 
<»  which  to  admire  most,  the  confidence  of  Arnold  in  puUii^ 
it,  or  the  folly  c^  the  enemy  in  supposing  that  a  productkn 
signed  by  so  infamous  a  character  will  have  any  weight  with  tbi 
pi.H)plc  of  these  States,  or  any  influence  upon  our  officers  abroii* 
He  was  right  Both  the  address  and  the  proclamatioa  wa«  re- 
garded by  Americans  with  the  contempt  they  merited.  Nom 
rallied  to  the  standard  of  the  renegade  but  a  few  deserters  and 
refugees,  who  were  already  within  the  British  lines,  and  prepirri 
for  any  des|K.Tate  or  despicable  service.* 

*  The  following  pawages  of  a  letter  written  by  Sir  Thoxnas  BomiHytt 
London,  Pi>c.  12,  \7^\  to  the  Rev.  John  Koget,  are  worthy  of  citation: 

*'  What  do  you  think  of  Amold*B  condact  ?  yoii  may  well  suppose  Ik  3oei 
not  want  advocates  here.  I  cannot  join  witli  them.  If  he  thought  the  Amtf^ 
icanA  not  ju8ti(ii*d  in  continuing  the  war,  afler  the  offer  of  such  fiiToniblfl  term 
as  the  conimisfrioncra  held  out  to  them,  why  did  he  keep  his  command  for  >v< 
yeur*  after wiirdi.*     •     •     •     • 

"  The  ai|^ments  nited  by  Clinton  and  Arnold  in  their  letters  to  WuhingtoOi 
to  prove  that  Andre  could  not  be  considered  as  a  spy,  are,  first,  that  be  M 
with  him,  when  ho  was  taken,  a  protection  of  Arnold,  who  was  at  thitti0* 
aotin;;  under  a  commission  of  the  Congress,  and,  therefore,  competent  togi^ 
protiHrtions.  Certainly  he  was,  to  all  strangers  to  his  negotiations  with  CBo' 
ton,  but  not  to  Andre,  who  knew  him  to  be  at  that  time  a  traitor  to  the  Cob* 
gri>». — nay,  more,  whose  protection  was  granted  for  no  other  parpoec  bot  to 
promote  and  give  effect  to  his  treachery.  In  the  second  place,  they  fsr  tb*t 
at  the  time  he  was  taken  he  was  upon  neutral  ground ;  bat  they  do  not  ^J 
tliat  he  hud  been  within  the  American  lines  in  dbgoise.  Tiie  letten  *n^ 
by  Andrd  himself,  show  a  firm,  cool  intrepidity,  worthy  a  more  gkmoaico^ 

**  The  fate  of  this  unfortunate  young  man,  and  the  manly  style  of  his  lettsrii  b<** 
rained  more  eompassion  here  than  the  loss  of  thousands  in  battle,  and  ht^  ^' 
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•1  John  LaurenB,  Fanner  aide-de-camp  to  'Wnsliiagton, 
Iking;  uf  Andre's  fate,  observed,  *'  Arnold  must  undergo  a 
hneDt  cumparatively  more  severe,  in  the  permanent,  increos- 
^ent  of  a  mental  hell."  Wosbington  doulited  it.  "  Ha 
'ieeling,"  said  be.  "From  sirnic  traits  of  his  character 
Ifcave  lately  come  to  mj  knowlmlge,  be  seems  to  have  been 
Kneved  in  villainy,  and  so  lost  tu  nil  sense  of  honor  and 
I  that,  while  his  facalttes  will  enable  him  to  continue  bis 
ijHiisnits,  there  will  be  no  time  for  remorse."  And  in  a 
Id  Governor  Reed,  Washington  writes,  "  Arnold's  conduct 
Rlanously  perfidious,  that  there  are  no  terms  that  can  <Ie- 
'Ibe  baseness  of  his  heart.  That  overruling  Providence 
Ihas  so  oflen  and  so  remarkably  interposed  in  our  favor, 
^nauifested  itself  more  conspicuously  than  in  the  timely 
by  of  his  horrid  intention  to  surrender  the  post  and  garri- 
IWc8t  Point  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  •  •  ■  •  - 
tbfidence  xnd  folly  which  have  marked  the  subseqaent  con- 
f  thb  man,  are  of  a  piece  with  his  villainy,  and  all  three 
Jfost  in  llieir  kind." 

Ib.  Arnold,  on  arriving  at  ber  fatber's  house  in  Pbiladel- 
pd  decided  on  a  separation  from  ber  husband,  to  whom  she 
■ot  endure  the  thoughts  uf  returning  after  his  dishonor, 
burse,  however,  was  not  allowed  her.  The  executive  coun- 
JDDgTully  suspecting  her  of  having  aided  in  the  correapond- 

%UTnFr  inJigtiation  i^init  thi?  Americans,  than  any  t-maer  net  of  [ho 
ft.  Wbva  tbe  po&^Dna  of  men  are  po  deeply  affected,  jou  will  not  ex- 
Vnd  Ihem  keep  wilhih  the  bounds  of  rooton.  Panegyrie*  of  Ihe  gal- 
pri  are  unboanded  (  the;  call  liim  the  Ciiglidi  Matinit,  nnil  tulk  of 
k  nonummli  to  hii  memoij.  Certaial/,  no  man  In  hin  ■ita&tioo  could 
■tuTcd  with  more  detonniDed  courage  j  but  hii  ntuation  wu  by  iM 
Mch  ai  w  admit  of  llieH  exaggentvd  pisiaoi.* 
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eiicc  K'twccn  hur  husband  and  Andre,  knowing  its  tieaawib 
toiidcncy,  ordered  her  to  leave  the  State  within  fimrieeadivi,iBi 
not  to  return  during  the  continnanoe  of  the  war.  ^'We  inel 
fvery  means,**  writes  one  of  her  connections,  ^'to  prerail  osAb 
i'ouncil  to  permit  her  to  stay  among  us,  and  not  to  compel  berto 
go  to  that  infernal  villain,  her  husband.*  Mr.  ShippeD  (btf 
father)  had  promised  the  council,  and  Mrs.  Arnold  had  ngwd  * 
writing  to  the  same  purpose,  engaging  not  to  write  to  Genenl 
Arnold  any  letters  whatever,  and  to  receive  no  letters  withoit 
showing  them  to  tlie  council,  if  she  was  permitted  to  stay"  ^ 
was  all  in  vain,  and,  strongly  against  her  will,  she  rejoined  btf 
husband  in  New  York.  His  fear  for  her  personal  safety  from  tk 
fury  of  the  piH)|>lc  proved  groundless.  That  scrupulous  respect 
for  the  female  sex,  sn  prevalent  tliroughout  the  United  States,  '^tf 
her  Kaff^'uard.  While  the  whole  country  resounded  with  execrir 
t'lDHs  of  her  husband's  guilt ;  wliile  his  etBgy  was  draggetl  tbroogu 
the  streets  of  town  and  village,  burnt  at  the  stake,  or  swung  oo 
the  gibbet,  she  passed  on  secure  from  injury  or  insult.  The  m- 
erations  of  the  iMi])ulace  were  silenced  at  her  approach.  Arri^ng 
at  nightfall  at  a  village  where  they  were  preparing  for  one  o' 
these  burnings  in  effigy,  the  pyre  remained  unkindled,  the  people 
dis^)ersed  quietly  to  their  homes,  and  the  wife  of  the  traitor  wtf 
suffered  to  sleep  in  {^eace. 

She  returned  home  but  once^  about  five  years  after  her  ei3^ 
and  was  treated  with  such  coldness  and  neglect  that  she  dccUreu 
she  never  could  come  again.  In  England  her  charms  and  vi^ 
tues,  it  is  said,  procured  her  sympathy  and  friendship,  and  belp^ 
to  sustain  the  social  |x)sition  of  hei  husband,  who,  however,  ^^ 

•  Lctten  and  Papcn  reUdng  to  the  ProTineial  Hist,  of  Pwiiifrlv«u>> 
p.  Ixiv. 
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Qoenlly  slighted,  and  sometimes  instdted."*  She  died  in 
odoo,  in  the  winter  of  1796.  In  recent  years  it  has  been 
InUined  that  Mrs.  Arnold  was  actually  cognizant  and  partici- 
it  of  her  husband's  crime ;  but,  after  carefully  examining  all 
proob  adduced,  we  remain  of  opinion  that  she  was  innocent 
We  have  be^n  induced  to  enter  thus  largely  into  the  circum- 
ices  of  this  story,  from  tne  undiminished  interest  taken  in  it 
the  readers  of  American  history.  Indeed,  a  romance  has  been 
ywn  around  the  mempry  of  the  unfortunate  Andr6,  which  in- 
ttes  with  the  progress  of  years ;  while  the  name  of  Arnold 
i  stand  sadly  conspicuous  to  the  end  of  time,  as  the  only 
erican  officer  of  note,  throughout  all  the  trials  and  vicissitudes 
the  Revolution,  who  proved  traitor  to  the  glorious  cause  of  his 
ntry. 

NOTE. 

The  followixig  fragment  of  a  letter  from  Arnold's  mother  to  him  in  early 

was  recently  pat  into  oar  hands.     Well  woald  it  have  been  for  him  had  he 

»«d  to  its  pioos,  thoagh  hamble  coansels. 

Norwich  April  12  1754. 

'dear  childe.  I  received  yonra  of  1  instant  and  was  glad  to  hear  that  yoa 
vdl:  praj  my  dear  let  yoar  first  oonsem  be  to  make^our  pease  with 
M  itt  is  of  all  conseras  of  y*  greatest  importence.  Keep  a  stedy  watch 
'  your  thoaghts,  words  and  fictions,  be  dutifall  to  superiors  obliging  to 
^  and  aflibe]  to  inferiors     •     *     *     "     » 

from  yonr  afectionate 

Hannah  Arnold. 

^-  S.  I  have  aent  yoa  fiffy  shillings  yoose  itt^prndentlj  as  70a  are 
utibeU  to  God  and  yoor  father.       Yoar  father  and  aunt  joyns  with  me  in 

^  lervis  to  Mr  Cogswell  and  ladej  and  yourself  Yoor  sister  is  from 
«. 

To  Mr 

benedict  amold 
f  fitther  pat  at 

^ventjr  more  canterbary 

*  Letters  and  Papers  of  Prov.  Hut.  Pennsylvania,  Ixvi. 
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As  THE  enemy  would  now  possess  the  means,  through  Arnold,  >• 
informing  themselves  thoroughly  about  West  Point,  Washington 
hastened  to  have  the  works  completed  and  strongly  garrisonw. 
Major-general  Greene  was  ordered  to  march  w^ith  the  Jersey,  ^e* 
York,  New  Hampshire,  and  Stark*s  brigades,  and  take  temportrj 
command  (ultimately  to  be  transferred  to  General  Heath),  *Da 
the  Pennsylvania  troops,  which  had  been  thrown  into  the  fortretf 
at  the  time  of  Arnold's  desertion, .  were  relieved.  Washington 
himself  took  post  with  his  main  army,  at  Prakeness,  near  Vas^ 
Falls  in  New  Jersey. 

Insidious  attempts  had  been  made  by  anonymous  papers,  f^ 
other  means,  as  we  have  already  hinted,  to  shake  the  confiJcnc* 
of  the  commander-in-chief  in  his  officers,  and  especially  to  iop"* 
cate  General  St,  Clair  in  the  late  conspiracy.  Washington  ^*^ 
exceedingly  disturbed  in  mind  for  a  time,  and  engaged  M*j*^ 
Uenry  Lee,  who  was  stationed  with  his  dragoons  on  the  liiw^  ^ 
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itia  matter  tbroogb  secret  agents  in  New  York.  The  result 
«d  the  ntter  falsehood  of  these  insinafttions. 

the  time  of  making  this  inquiry,  a  plan  wa«  formed  at 
iiingt«n'B  suggestion  to  get  possession  of  the  person  of  Ar- 
',  The  agent  pitched  upon  by  T^e  for  the  purpose,  nas  the 
lanl-ninjac  of  cavalry  in  his  legion,  John  Champe  by  name, 
Bng  Virginian  about  twenty-four  years  of  age,  whom  he  Uc- 

as  being  rather  above  the  middle  size — full  of  bone  and 

;  with  a  satarnine  countenance,  grave,  thonglitfiil,  and 
urn,  uf  tried  loyally  and  inflexible  courage.  By  many  prom* 
and  much  persuasion,  Liee  brought  bim  to  engage  in  the 
npt.  •■  I  have  incited  his  thirst  for  fame,"  writes  he,  "  by 
leasing  od  his  miad  the  virtue  and  glory  of  the  act." 
jSiampe  was  to  make  a  pretended  desertion  to  the  enemy  at 
York.  Tliere  be  was  to  enlist  in  a  corps  which  Arnold  waa 
Dg,  inHinuale  himself  into  some  menial  or  military  situation 
t  his  perwm,  and,  watching  for  a  favorable  moment,  was, 
■  the  aid  of  a  confederate  from  Newark,  to  seize  him  in  the 

gag  him,  and  bring  him  acrosa  the  Hudson  into  Bergen 
k  in  the  Jerseys. 

Washington,  in  approving  the  plan,  enjoined  and  stipulated 
Arnold  should  be  brought  to  hira  alive.     "No  circumsiance 

r,"  said  he,  "shall  obtain  my  consent  to  his  being  put  to 
The  idea  which  would  accompany  sucS  an  event,  would 
bat  ruffians  had  been  hired  to  assassinate  htm.  My  aim  is 
ike  a  public  example  of  him,  and  this  should  be  strongly 

upon  those  who  are  employed  to  bring  him  off." 
the  pretended  desertion  of  the  sergeant  took  place  on  the 
of  October  20th,  and  was  attended  with  difiiculties.     He 
>  evade  patrols  of  horse  and  foot,  beside  statinoary  guards 

TOL.  IV. — 7" 
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and  irre^lar  scouting  parties.  Major  Lee  ooald  render  lum  w 
assistance  other  than  to  delay  parsnit,  shoold  his  deptrtme  1» 
discovered.  Ahout  eleven  o*clook  the  sergeant  took  his  doik, 
valiso,  and  orderly  book,  drew  his  horse  from  the  picket,  and 
mounting,  set  out  on  his  ha'uirdous  course,  whUe  the  major  retired 
to  rest. 

He  had  not  been  in  bed  half  an  hour,  when  Captain  Cvnes, 
officer  of  the  day,  hurrying  into  his  quarters,  gave  word  that  one 
of  the  patrols  had  fallen  in  with  a  dragoon,  who,  on  being  chal- 
lenged, put  spurs  to  his  horse,  and  escaped.  Lee  pretended  to 
be  annoyed  by  the  intrusion,  and  to  believe  that  the  pretended 
drai^oon  was  some  countryman  of  the  neighborhood.  The  cap- 
tain was  piqued ;  made  a  muster  of  the  dragoons,  and  returned 
with  word  that  the  sergeant-major  was  missing,  who  had  gone  off 
with  horse,  Kiggage,  arras,  and  orderly  book. 

Lee  was  now  com|)elled  to  order  out  a  party  in  pursuit  under 
Cornet  Middleton,  but  in  so  doing,  he  contrived  so  many  delays, 
that,  l)y  the  time  they  were  in  the  saddle,  Champe  had  an  honfs 
start.  His  pursuers,  too,  were  obliged  in  the  course  of  the  nigtt, 
to  lialt  occasionally,  dismount  and  examine  the  road,  to  gnid^ 
themselves  by  the  horse's  tracks.  At  daybreak  they  pressed  f(ff" 
ward  more  rapidly,  and  from  the  summit  of  a  hill  descried 
(Jhampe,  not  more  than  half  a  mile  in  front  The  sergeant  at 
the  same  moment  caught  sight  of  his  pursuers,  and  now  the  chase 
bt*camc  desperate.  Champe  had  originally  intended  to  make  ibr 
Paul  us  Hook,  but  changed  his  course,  threw  his  pursuers  at  faolt) 
and  saccx*eded  in  getting  abreast  of  two  British  galleys  at  anchor 
near  the  shore  beyond  Bergen.  He  had  no  time  to  lose.  Comet 
-Middleton  was  but  two  or  three  hundred  yards  behind  hiffl* 
Throwing  himself  oif  his  horse,  and  running  through  a  uaiA  be 
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nged  into  the  river,  and  called  to  the  galleys  for  help.  A 
i  was  sent  to  his  assistance,  and  he  was  conveyed  on  board  of 
\  of  those  vessels. 

For  a  time  the  whole  plan  promised  to  be  snccessful.  Champe 
iated  in  Arnold's  corps ;  was  employed  about  his  person ;  and 
iry  arrangement  was  made  to  surprise  him  at  night  in  a  garden 
the  rear  of  his  quarters,  convey  him  to  a  boat,  and  ferry  him 
t»  the  Hudson.  On  the  appointed  night,  Lee,  with  three 
igoons  and  three  led  horses,  was  in  the  woods  of  Hoboken,  on 
!  Jersey  shore,  waiting  to  receive  the  captive.  Hour  afler  hour 
ised  away, — no  boat  approached,— day  broke ;  and  the  major, 
tb  his  dragoons  and  his  led  horses,  returned  perplexed  and  dis- 
pointed  to  the  camp. 

Washington  was  extremely  chagrined  at  the  issue  of  the  un- 
rtakiug,  fearing  that  the  sergeant  had  been  detected  in  the  last 
-Qe  of  his  perilous  and  difficult  enterprise.  It  subsequently 
>ved,  that  on  the  day  preceding  the  night  fixed  on  for  the  cap- 
's) Arnold  had  removed  his  quarters  to  another  part  of  the 
ni,  to  superintend  the  embarkation  of  troops,  preparing  (as 

*  nimored)  for  an  expedition  to  be  directed  by  himself,  and 
^  the  American  legion,  consisting  chiefly  of  American  desert- 
i  had  been  transferred  from  their  barracks  to  one  of  the  trans-' 
^    Among  the  troops  thus  transferred  was  John  Champe ; 

*  Was  he  able  for  a  long  time  to  effect  his  escape,  and  resume 
feal  character  of  a  loyal  and  patriotic  soldier.  He  was  re- 
^ed  when  he  did  so,  by  the  munificence  of  the  commander-in- 
B^  and  the  admiration  of  his  old  comrades  in  arms ;  having 
^hly  braved,  in  his  country's  cause,  not  merely  danger,  but  a 
?  course  of  obloquy. 

MTe  have  here  to  note  the  altered  fortunes  of  the  once  pros- 
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perous  General  Gates.  Ilis  late  defeat  at  Camden  had  vithcnd 
the  laurels  snatched  at  Saratoga.  As  in  the  one  instance  be  lad 
received  exaggerated  praise,  bo  in  the  other,  he  soffierei  mdoe 
censure.  The  sudden  annihilation  of  an  army  fnmi  vludi  N 
much  had  been  expected,  and  the  retreat  of  the  general  beContk 
tielil  was  absolutely  lost,  appeared  to  demand  a  strict  iDtestigir 
tion.  Congress  therefore  passed  a  resolution  (October  5th)t  i^ 
quiring  Washington  to  order  a  conrt  of  inquiry  into  the  conduct 
of  Gates  as  commander  of  the  Southern  army,  and  to  tppoioi 
some  other  officer  to  the  command  until  the  inquiry  shoold  be 
made.  Washington  at  once  selected  Greene  for  the  impoitiDt 
trust,  the  well-tned  officer  whom  he  would  originally  hafe  cbo- 
sen,  hskd  his  opinion  been  consulted,  when  Congress  so  onadTifi- 
edly  gave  the  command  to  Gates.  In  the  present  instance  hifl 
choice  was  in  concurrence  with  the  expressed  wishes  of  the  del^ 
gates  of  the  three  Southern  States,  conveyed  to  him  by  one  d 
their  number. 

Wasiiington*s  letter  of  instructions  to  Greene  (October  22d) 
sliowed  the  implicit  confidence  he  reposed  in  the  abilities  and 
integrity  of  that  excellent  officer.  "  Uninformed  as  I  am,**  writes 
f  he,  *^  of  the  enemy*s  force  in  that  quarter,  of  our  own,  or  of  tbe 
resources  which  it  will  be  in  our  power  to  command,  for  carrjiiig 
on  the  war,  I  can  give  you  no  particular  instructions,  but  mast 
leave  you  to  govern  yourself  entirely  according  to  your  own  pro* 
dence  and  judgment,  and  the  circumstances  in  which  yon  fiod 
yourself.  I  am  aware  that  the  nature  of  the  command  will  offer 
you  embarrassments  of  a  singular  and  complicated  nature,  bot  I 
rely  upon  your  abilities  and  exertions  for  every  thing  your  mean« 
will  enable  you  to  effect." 

With  regard  to  the  court  of  inquiry,  it  was  to  be  condncted  in 
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qturter  in  wbicb  O&tea  bad  octea),  wbere  all  the  witnesBeg 
t,  UiJ  where  aloae  the  requisite  informatiou  could  be  oV 
nL  BaroD  Steuben,  wbo  was  tu  accompany  Greene  to  the 
Ih,  was  to  preside,  and  tbe  members  of  the  court  were  to  be 
1  general  and  field-^fiicers  of  the  Continental  troops  as  were 

fiKsent  at  tbe  battle  of  Camden,  or,  having  been  present, 
I  QOl  wanted  as  witnesses,  or  were  persons  to  whom  General 
ei  had  no  objeL'lion.  The  affair  was  to  be  conducted  with  the 
teet  imparlialitj,  and  with  as  much  despatch  as  circumstances 
Id  permit. 
tCasUington  concludes  hb  letter  of  infltnictions  to  Greene, 

expressions  dictated  by  friendship  as  well  as  official  duty. 
n  will  keep  inc  constantly  advised  of  the  state  of  youi 
and  of  every  material  occurrence.  My  warmest  wishes 
^ur  success,  reputation,  health   and   happiness    accompany 

lava^ng  incursicins  from  Canada  bad  harassed  the  northern 
uf  the  State  of  New  York  of  la(e^  and  laid  desolate  some 
of  the  country  from  which  Washington  bad  hoped  to  receive 
1  (upjilics  of  flour  fur  the  armies.  Major  Carleton,  a  nephew 
b  Guy,  at  the  bead  of  a  motley  force,  European,  Tory,  and 
kn,  had  captured  Forts  Anne  and  George.  Sir  John  Juhn- 
vitb  Joseph  Drant,  and  a  mongrel  half-savage  crew,  bad 
waste  the  fertile  re^on  of  the  >1ohawk  River,  and  burned 
illagea  of  Schoharie  and  Caughnawaga.  The  greatest  alarm 
liled  throughout  the  neigbboriug  country.  Governor  Clinton 
,r  took  the  field  at  the  head  of  the  militia,  but  before  he 
■d  at  the  »:ene  of  mischief,  the  marauders  had  been  eneoun- 
I  and  driven  bock  by  General  Vara  Rensselaer  and  the  militia 
IDBQ  parta  -,  out,  however,  until  they  had  nearly  destroyed  the 
Vta.  IF.— ?• 
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Bcttlements  on  the  Mohawk.     Wadungton  now  pot 
general  James  Gintoa  (the  governor^  brother)  in  oooniDd  of 
tie  Northern  department 

The  state  of  the  armj  was  growing  more  and  more  t  dbject 
of  ikilicitude  to  the  commander-in-chief.  He  £dt  weirr  of 
struggling  on,  with  snch  scant v  means,  and  such  vast  lesponiibil- 
ity.  The  campaign,  which,  at  its  commencement,  had  seemed 
pregnant  with  favurable  events,  had  proved  sterile  and  inicthe, 
and  was  drawing  to  a  close.  The  short  terms  for  which  most  of 
the  truups  were  enlisted  most  soon  expire,  and  then  the  preseol 
armv  would  be  reJuced  to  a  mere  shadow.  The  saddened  state 
of  his  mind  may  he  judged  from  his  letters.  An  ample  one  id- 
dressed  to  General  Sullivan,  fully  lays  open  his  feelings  and  bis 
ditlioulties.  *•  I  had  ho^>e'l,''  writes  he,  '*  but  hoped  in  vain,  thai 
a  pn>?jiect  was  displaying  which  would  enable  me  to  fix  a  peri»l 
to  my  military  pursuits,  and  restore  me  to  domestic  life.  The 
favorable  disp<^sition  of  S{vain  ;  the  promised  succor  from  France; 
the  tonibined  fon-e  in  the  West  Indies ;  the  declaration  of  Bus* 
sia  (jwceJeil  to  by  other  governments  of  Europe),  and  humiliatiDg 
to  the  naval  pri<le  and  power  of  Great  Britain);  the  superionty 
of  France  and  Spain  by  sea  in  Europe ;  the  Irish  claims  and 
English  disturbances,  formed,  in  the  aggregate,  an  opinion  in  mj 
breast,  which  is  not  very  susceptible  of  peaceful  dreams,  that  the 
hour  of  deliverance  was  not  far  distant ;  since,  however  anwil- 
ling  Great  Britain  might  be  to  yield  the  point,  it  would  not  be  in 
her  power  to  continue  the  contest  But,  alas !  these  prospects, 
flattering  as  they  were,  have  proved  delusory,  and  I  see  nothing 
before  us  but  accumulating  distress. 

"  We  have  been  half  of  our  time  without  provisions,  and  •« 
b*kcly  to  eonllnue  so.   We  have  no  magazines,  nor  money  to  fonn 
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iiem ;  and  in  a  little  time  we  shall  Lave  no  men,  if  we  have  no 
loaey  to  pay  them.  In  a  word,  the  history  of  the  war  is  a  his- 
9ry  of  false  hopes  and  temporary  devices,  instead  of  system  and 
oonomy.  It  is  in  vain,  however,  to  look  hack,  nor  is  it  our  busi- 
tess  to  do  sa  Our  case  is  not  desperate,  if  virtue  exists  in  the 
leo^e,  and  there  is  wisdom  among  our  rulers.  But  to  suppose 
hat  this  great  RevoiUtion  can  oe  accomplished  by  a  temporary 
mny,  that  this  army  will  be  subsisted  by  State  supplies,  and  that 
taxation  alone  is  adequate  to  our  wants,  is  in  my  opinion  absurd, 
ud  as  mueasonable  as  to  expect  an  inversion  in  the  order  of  na- 
knie  to  accommodate  itself  to  our  views.  If  it  was  necessary,  it 
Boold  be  proved  to  any  person  of  a  moderate  understanding,  that 
in  aonoal  army,  raised  on  the  spur  of  the  occasion,  besides  beiug 
utqaalified  for  the  end  designed,  is,  in  various  ways  which  could 
^  enmnerated,  ten  times  more  expensive  than  a  permanent  body 
3f  men  under  good  organization  and  military  discipline,  which 
■^^er  was  nor  ever  will  be  the  case  with  new  troops.  A  thou- 
tand  arguments  resulting  from  experience  and  the  nature  of 
lings,  might  also  be  adduced  to  prove  that  the  army,  if  it  is  dc- 
^dent  upon  State  supplies,  must  disband  or  starve,  and  that 
'uation  alone,  especially  at  this  late  hour,  cannot  furnish  the 
Heans  to  carry  on  the  war."  * 

We  will  here  add,  that  the  repeated  and  elaborate  reasonings 
if  Washington,  backed  by  dear-bought  experience,  slowly  brought 
Jongress  to  adopt  a  system  suggested  by  him  for  the  organiza- 
ion  and  support  of  the  army,  according  to  which,  troops  were  to 
e  enlisted  to  serve  throughout  the  war,  and  all  officers  who  con- 
inned  in  service  until  the  return  of  peace  were  to  receive  hall 
•y  daring  life. 

•  Writings  of  Waahington,  viL,  22^ 
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tm  MABQTO  LATATRTB  AXD  HB  UOT-CTFAIITKT      FaOFOlM  A  WBUIiHt 

wnotLM — rBBPABAnom  fob  a!c  attack  ok  THB  BSniBH  POfn  01  Iff 

TOBK  nLAHD— TWr  OF  THB  MABQUIS  OF  CHABTSLLirX  TO  TBI  AXDICil 
CAMP — WASBl!iaT09I  AT  HBAD-^ABTBBS — ATTACK  09  THB  BBrTBH  FOOt 
OIVBM  UP — 8TABK  FOBAOBS  WBSTCHBaTBB  OOmmr — ^EXPLOIT  OF  UU^ 
MADOK  OX   LU!IO   ISULSnX 

The  Marquis  Lafayette  at  this  time  commanded  the  advance 
guard  of  Washington's  anny,  composed  of  six  battalions  of  ligl^^ 
infantry.  They  were  better  clad  than  the  other  soldiery ;  in  trim 
uniforms,  leathern  helmets,  with  crests  of  horse-hair.  The  offi- 
cers were  armed  with  spontoons,  the  non-commissioned  officen 
with  fusees;  both  with  short  sabres  which  the  marqois  W 
bnmght  from  France,  and  presented  to  them.  He  was  proadof 
his  troo]>8,  and  had  a  young  man's  ardor  for  active  service.  The 
inactivity  which  had  prevailed  for  some  time  past  was  intolerable 
to  him.  To  satisfy  his  impatient  longings,  Washington  had  pe^ 
mitted  him  in  the  beginning  of  October  to  attempt  a  deaceai  at 
night  on  Statcn  Island,  to  surprise  two  Hessian  encampments 
It  had  fallen  through  for  want  of  boats,  and  other  requisites,  bat 
he  saw  enough,  he  said,  to  convince  him  that  the  Americans  were 
aLogether  fitted  for  such  enterprises.* 

*  Memolres  do  Lafayette,  T.  L  pi  887. 
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The  marquis  saw  with  repining  the  campaign  drawing  to  a 
«e,  and  nothing  done  that  woold  rouse  the  people  in  America, 
d  be  spoken  of  at  the  Ckmrt  of  Versailles.  He  was  urgent  with 
ashington  that  the  campaign  should  be  terminated  hj  some 
illiant  stroke.  ^^  Auj  enterprise/'  writes  he,  ''  will  please  the 
ople  of  this  country,  and  show  them  that  we  do  not  mean  to 
owin  idle  when  we  have  men ;  even  a  defeat,  provided  it  were 
i  disastrous,  would  have  its  good  effect.** 

Complaints,  he  hinted,  had  been  made  in  France  of  the  pre- 
iling  inactivity.  *^  If  any  thing  could  decide  the  ministry  to 
dd  08  the  succor  demanded,"  writes  he,  "  it  would  be  our  giv- 
g^  the  nation  a  proof  that  we  are  ready.** 

The  brilliant  stroke,  suggested  with  some  detail  by  the  mar- 
is, was  a  general  attack  upon  Fort  Washington,  and  the  other 
Bt8  at  the  north  end  of  the  island  of  New  York,  and,  under 
lain  circumstaces,  which  he  specified,  make  a  push  for  the  city. 

Washington  regarded  the  project  bf  his  young  and  ardent 
8Dd  with  a  more  sober  and  cautious  eye.  ''  It  is  impossible, 
'  dear  marquis,"  replies  he,  '^  to  desire  more  ardently  than  I  do 
terminate  the  campaign  by  some  happy  stroke ;  but  we  must 
isolt  our  means  rather  than  our  wishes,  and  not  endeavor  to 
ker  our  aflbirs  by  attempting  things,  which  for  want  of  success 
J  make  them  worse.  We  are  to  lament  that  there  has  been  a 
(apprehension  of  our  circumstances  in  Europe ;  but  to  endeavor 
recover  our  reputation,  we  should  take  care  that  we  do  not 
ire  it  more.  Ever  since  it  became  evident  that  the  allied  arms 
Id  not  co-operate  this  campaign,  I  have  had  an  eye  to  the 
nt  you  mention,  determined,  if  a  favorable  opening  should 
T,  to  embrace  it :  but,  so  far  as  my  information  goies,  the  enter- 
Be  would  not  be  warranted.     It  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  im^ 
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prudent  to  throw  an  army  of  ten  thousand  mcsn  upon  an  ulnd, 
Against  nine  thousand,  exclosive  of  seamen  and  miliUa.  Tltiii 
from  tlie  accounts  we  have,  appears  to  be  the  enemy's.  Cone.  AD 
wi>  can  do  at  present,  therefore,  is  to  endeavor  to  gain  t  mm 
certain  knowledge  of  their  situation,  and  act  accordingly.** 

The  British  posts  in  question  were  accordingly  recomuxtred 
fmm  the  opposite  banks  of  the  Hudson,  by  Colonel  Goavioii,an 
iiMe  French  engineer.  Preparations  were  made  to  carry  the 
s(*heme  into  effect,  should  it  be  determined  upon,  in  which  can 
iMifayette  was  to  lead  the  attack  at  the  head  of  his  li^t  troopii 
and  lie  snpiiorted  by  Washington  with  his  main  force ;  whOe  a 
strong  foraging  jKirty  sent  by  General  Heath  from  West  Point  to 
White  Plains  in  Westchester  countv,  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
i-neniy  in  that  direction,  and  mask  the  real  design,  was,  on  pre- 
concerted signals,  to  advance  rapidly  to  King*s  Bridge,  and  oo- 
otHTate. 

Washington's  own  ofHters  were  kept  in  ignorance  of  tbcnlti' 
mate  object  of  the  prejvaratory  movements.  "Never,"  writes Iiis 
aide-de-iamp,  Colonel  Humphreys,  "never  was  a  plan  better 
arran;;e*l,  and  never  di<l  circumstances  promise  more  sure  or  com" 
j)lete  success.  The  British  were  not  only  unalarmetl,  but  our  own 
troops  were  misguided  in  their  operations.**  As  the  planwtf 
not  carried  into  effect,  we  have  forborne  to  give  many  of  its  <l^ 
tiiils. 

At  this  jimcture,  the  Marquis  do  Chastcllux  arrived  in  camp- 
He  was  on  a  tour  of  curiosity,  while  the  French  troops  at  Rho^® 
Island  were  in  winter-quarters,  and  came  on  the  invitation  of  ^ 
relative,  the  Marquis  Lafayette,  who  was  to  present  him  to  Wash- 

■ 

ington.     In  after  years  he  published  an  account  of  his  tour,  m 
which  we  have  graphic  sketches  of  the  camp  and  the  oommaDd* 
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u  He  Arrived  with  his  aides-de-camp  on  the  afternoon  of  No- 
Biber  23d9  and  sought  the  head-quarters  of  the  commander-in- 
let  They  were  in  a  large  {arm-house.  There  was  a  spacious 
it  ID  the  yard  before  it  for  the  general,  and  several  smaller 
Qte  ID  an  adjacent  field  for  his  guards.  Baggage  waggons  were 
ranged  about  for  the  transportation  of  the  general's  effects,  and 
number  of  grooms  were  attending  to  very  fine  horses  belonging 
general  officers  and  their  aides-de-camp.  Every  thing  was  in 
irfect  order.     As  De  Ghastellux  rode  up,  he  observed  Lafayette 

fiont  of  the  house,  conversing  with  «n  officer,  tall  of  stature, 
ith  a  mild  and  noble  countenance.  It  was  Washington.  De 
bastellux  alighted  and  was  presented  by  Lafayette.  His  recep- 
Mi  was  frank  and  cordiaL  Washington  conducted  him  into  the 
Mse*  Dinner  was  over,  but  Generals  Knox,  Wayne,  and  Howe, 
^  Gdonels  Hamilton,  Tilghman,  and  other  officers,  were  still 
iated  round  the  board.  Washington  introduced  De  Ghastellux 
*  them,  and  ordered  a  repast  for  the  former  and  his  aides-de- 
unp:  all  remained  at  table,  and  a  few  glasses  of  claret  and 
l^eira  promoted  sociability.  The  marquis  soon  found  himself 
'  bis  ease  with  Washington.  "  The  goodness  and  benevolence 
iuch characterize  him,^  observes  he,  "are  felt  by  all  around 
m;  but  the  confidence  he  inspires  is  never  familiar;  it  springs 
nn  a  profound  esteem  for  his  virtues,  and  a  great  opinion  of  his 
fents.- 

In  the  evening,  after  the  guests  bad  retired,  Washington  con- 
cted  the  marquis  to  a  chamber  prepared  for  him  and  his  aides- 
-camp,  apologizing  with  nobly  frank  and  simple  politeness,  that 
\  scanty  quarters  did  not  afford  more  spacious  accommodation. 

The  next  morning,  horses  were  led  up  after  breakfast ;  they 
re  to  review  the  troops  and  visit  Lafayette's  encampment  seven 


164  LIFE  OF  WASHINGTOir.  [1780 

miles  distant.  The  horses  which  De  ChasteHax  «nd  Wadungta 
nxle.  haii  been  presented  to  the  latter  bj  the  State  of  Virgim 
There  were  fine  blooil  horses  also  for  the  aidea-de<amp.  "Wub- 
inu'tunV  horse!!,**  writes  De  Chastelluz,  ''  are  as  good  as  they  in 
liea lit  i fill,  and  all  perfcctlr  trained.  He  trains  them  all  hvna& 
He  is  a  verv  good  and  a  very  hardy  cavalier,  leaping  the  higliest 
l>arriers,  and  riding  very  fast,  without  rising  in  the  stirrups,  bea^ 
ing  on  the  bridle,  or  suffering  his  horse  to  run  as  if  wild.** 

In  the  camp  of  artillery  where  General  Knox  received  thenit 
the  manjuis  found  every  thing  in  perfect  order,  and  conducted  ifi 
the  Kuro(iean  style.  Washington  apologized  for  no  salute  bnng 
fired.  rVt.ichments  were  in  movement  at  a  distance,  in  the  piu 
of  i)jH*rati«>nK,  and  the  booming  of  guns  might  give  an  alarm,  or 
W  mistaken  for  si^^nals. 

Inct^ssant  and  increasing  rain  obliged  Washington  to  make 
but  a  short  visit  t4>  Lafayette*s  camp,  whence,  putting  spurs  to  his 
h<)rse,  he  conduote<l  his  French  visitors  back  to  head-quarters  oo 
as  fast  a  gallop  as  ba<l  roads  would  j)ermit. 

There  were  twenty  guests  at  table  that  day  at  head-qnarten. 
The  dinner  was  in  the  English  style,  large  dishes  of  butchert 
meat  and  poultry,  with  ditTerent  kinds  of  vegetables,  followed  by 
pies  and  puddings  and  a  dessert  of  apples  and  hickory  nuts. 
Washinp:ton*s  fondness  for  the  latter  was  noticed  by  the  marqoiS) 
and  in<leiH.l  was  ot*ten  a  sul^ject  of  remark.  He  would  sit  pick- 
ing them  by  the  hour  after  dinner,  as  he  sipped  his  wine  and  con- 
versed. 

One  of  the  general's  aides-de-camp  sat  by  him  at  the  end  rf 
the  table,  according  to  custom,  to  car\'e  the  dishes  and  circalA^ 
the  wine.  Healths  were  drunk  and  toasts  were  given ;  the  latter 
were  sometimes  given  by  the  general  through  his  aide-de^samp 
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irersatiuti  was  tranqui]  and  pleasant.  Wnabington  vill- 
bDt«i«d  into  Bome  dotaila  about  the  principal  operatioua  of 
but  always,"  says  the  marquis,  "  with  a  modesty  and 
i,  which  proved  eiilEoiently  that  it  was  out  of  pure 
u§ante  tliat  he  consented  U>  talk  about  liimself." 
lyne  was  pronounced  agreeable  an<l  animated  in  conversa- 
id  pofiHessed  of  wit ;  but  Knox,  with  his  genial  aspect  and 

mauoers,  seems  to  have  won  Oe  Chiistellux's  heart.  "  He 
ty-6ve  years  of  age,"  writes  he,  "  very  stout  but  very  ac- 
ft  man  of  talent  and  intelligence,  amiahli?,  gay,  sincere  and 

It  is  impossible  to  know  him  without  esteeming  turn, 

tte  him  without  loving  him." 
Was  about  half-past  seven  when  the  company  rose  from  the 
Bhonly  after  which,  those  who  were  not  of  the  household 
kL  There  was  a  light  supper  of  three  or  four  dishes,  with 
land  abundance  of  hickory  nuts  j  the  cloth  was  soon  re- 
:;  Bordeaux  and  Madeira  wine  were  placed  upon  the  table, 
:  oit.  Culunel  Hamilton  was  the  aide-de- 
irhu  ufEuiuted,  and  anniiunced  the  toasts  as  they  occurred, 
icustiimary,"  writes  the  marquis,  "  towards  the  end  of  the 

□  call  upon  each  une  for  a  sentanenl,  that  is  to  suy,  the  name 

lady  (o  whom  he  is  attached  by  eomo  sentiment  either  of 
Hendship,  or  simple  preference." 

is  evident  there  was  extra  gaycty  at  the  table  of  the  com- 
ir-in-chief  during  this  visit,  in  compliment  to  bis  French 
lotd,  that  gay  conversation  often  prevailed  at 
liners  at  bead-quarters  among  the  aides-de-camp  and  young 
■\\  Washington  look  little  part,  though  a  quiet 
iFould  show  that  he  enjoyed  it. 
e  bave  been  tempted  to  quote  fi-eely  tbe  remarks  of  Da 
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ChaBtolluXy  as  they  are  those  of  a  cultivated  man  of  socieij,  j 
whoso  [N)sition  and  experience  made  him  a  competent  jodge,  lod  j 
who  had  an  opportunity  uf  observing  Washington  in  t  hnSau  \ 
pin  lit  of  view. 

S[>eaking  of  his  personal  appearance,  he  writes:  '^His  fonn 
is  noble  and  elevated,  well-shaped  and  exactly  proportioned ;  his 
physiognomy  mild  and  agreeable,  but  such,  that  one  does  not 
speak  in  particular  of  any  one  of  his  traits ;  and  that  in  quitting 
him  there  remains  simply  the  recollection  of  a  fine  conntenaDce. 
His  air  is  neither  grave  nor  familiar ;  one  sees  sometimes  on  his 
forehead  the  marks  of  thought,  but  never  of  inquietude ;  vhik 
inspiring  respect  he  inspires  confidence,  and  his  smile  is  alwaji 
that  of  iHjnevolence. 

**  Above  .ill,  it  is  interesting,"  continues  the  marquis,  "to see 
him  in  the  midst  of  the  general  officers  of  his  army.  General  in 
n  rc])ublic,  he  has  not  the  imposing  state  of  a  marshal  of  France 
who  givfs  the  onler;  hero  in  a  republic,  he  excites  a  different  wrt 
of  resjKH't,  which  seems  to  originate  in  this  sole  idea,  tliat  the 
welfare  of  each  individual  is  attached  to  his  person.*' 

He  sums  up  his  character  in  these  words :  "  Brave  without 
temerity;  laborious  without  ambition;  generous  without  prodi- 
gality ;  noble  without  pride ;  virtuous  without  severity;  he  seei^ 
always  to  stop  short  of  that  limit,  where  the  virtues,  assomi^^ 
colors  more  vivid,  but  more  changeable  and  dubious,  might  ^ 
taken  for  defects." 

During  the  time  of  this  visit  of  the  marquis  to  head-quartet 
news  was  received  of  the  unexpected  and  accidental  appearan.*^ 
of  several  British  armed  vessels  in  the  Hudson ;  the  effect  was 
disconcert  the  complicated  plan  of  a  coup-de-main  upon  the  Bi0^ 
Ish  jx>sts,  and  finally,  to  cause  it  to  be  abandoned. 
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Some  parts  of  the  scheme  were  attended  with  success.  The 
vteran  Stark,  with  a  detachment  of  twenty-five  hundred  men, 
Bade  an  extensive  forage  in  Westchester  county,  and  Major  Tall- 
iiadge  with  eighty  men,  chiefly  dismounted  dragoons  of  Sheldon's 
egiment,  crossed  in  boats  from  the  Connecticut  shore  to  Long 
•land,  where  the  Sound  was  twenty  miles  wide ;  traversed  the 
ilakkd  on  the  night  of  the  22d  of  November,  surprised  Fort 
ieorge  at  Coram,  captured  the  garrison  of  fifty-two  men,  demol- 
ihed  the  fort,  set  fire  to  magazines  of  forage,  and  recrossed  the 
ioond  to  Fairfield,  without  the  loss  of  a  man :  an  achievement 
vhich  drew  forth  a  high  eulogium  from  Congress. 

At  the  end  of  November  the  army  went  into  winter-quarters ; 
Ihe  Pennsylvania  line  in  the  neighborhood  of  Morristown,  the 
Jersey  line  about  Pompton,  the  New  England  troops  at  West 
Point,  and  the  other  posts  of  the  Highlands ;  lind  the  New  York 
line  was  stationed  at  Albany,  to  ^ard  against  any  invasion  from 
CanacUL 

The  French  army  remained  stationed  at  Newport,  excepting 
the  Duke  of  Lauzun*s  legion,  which  was  cantoned  at  Lebanon  in 
Omnecticut.  Washington's  head-quarters  were  established  at 
Ktw  Windsor,  on  the  Hudson. 

We  will  now  turn  to  the  South  to  note  the  course  of  affairs  in 
^^  quarter  daring  the  last  few  months. 


CHAPTER   XIV. 

■raOROTB  MKAfTBES  OT  COKXWAIJJS  ISI  tOTTR  CAXOLnfA — ITROnOS  Vtt 
TO  ICOCS  THE  MOi/SCTAIX  COTXTRT  BKTWBBai  THE  CATAWBA  A90  AB 
TAIHLUC^-COIUnR'ALUS  IN  A  HORXEI^S  5B8T — MOVBHBXT!!  OF  FEWnCff— 
MOCXTAISC  HEX  ASD  RERCE  MESC  FVOU  KESntJCILY — BATTLK  Or  USfl^ 
MOCXTAISI — BETROORADR   MABCH   OP  COBXWALLU. 

CoRNWALUS  having,  as  he  Bupposed,  entirely  crashed  Ae  "rebd 
cause"  in  South  rarolina,  by  the  defeats  of  Gates  and  Sumter, 
remained  for  some  time  at  Camden,  detained  by  the  excessive 
heal  of  the  weather  and  the  sickness  of  part  of  his  troops,  bro- 
ken down  by  the  hardships  of  campaignitig  under  a  sontheni 
sun.     He  awaited  also  supplies  and  reinforcements. 

Immediately  after  the  victory  at  Camden,  he  had  ordered  the 
friends  to  royalty  in  North  Carolina  "  to  arm  and  intercept  the 
Iteaten  army  of  General  Gates/'  promising  that  he  would  march 
direi.*tly  t*)  the  borders  of  that  province  in  their  support ;  he  no* 
detai.*heil  Major  Patrick  Ferguson  to  its  western  confines,  to  keep 
the  war  alive  in  that  quarter.  This  resolute  partisan  had  with 
him  his  own  corps  of  light  infantry,  and  a  body  of  royalist  militi* 
of  his  own  training.  His  whole  force  was  between  eleven  and 
twelve  hundred  men,  noted  for  activity  and  alertness,  and  oDin" 
cumbered  with  baggage  or  artillery. 

His  orders  were  to  skirr  the  mountain  coontry  between  the 
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lUwba  and  the  Yadkin,  harass  the  whigs,  inspirit  the  tones, 
id  embody  the  mUitia  under  the  royal  banner.  This  done,  he 
I)  to  repair  to  Charlotte,  the  capital  of  Mecklenburg  County, 
iiere  be  would  find  Lord  Comwallis,  who  intended  to  make  it 
s  rendezvous.  Should  he,  however,  in  the  course  of  his  tour,  be 
tieatened  by  a  superior  force,  he  was  inunediately  to  return  to 
ie  main  army.  No  great  opposition,  however,  was  apprehended, 
le  Americans  being  considered  totally  broken  up  and  dispirited. 

Daring  the  suspense  of  his  active  operations  in  the  field, 
onwallis  instituted  rigorous  measures  against  Americans  who 
tttmned  undel*  arms,  or,  by  any  other  acts,  manifested  what  he 
inned  *'  a  desperate  perseverance  in  opposing  His  Majesty^s  Gov- 
nment"  Among  these  were  included  many  who  had  taken 
^Qge  in  North  Carolina.  A  commissioner  was  appointed  to 
«e  possession  of  their  estates  and  property ;  of  the  annual  pro- 
let  of  which  a  part  was  to  be  allowed  for  the  support  of  their 
Dailies,  tlie  residue  to  be  applied  to  the  maintenance  of  the  war. 
otters  from  several  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  Charleston 
vnng  been  found  in  the  baggage  of  the  captured  American  gen- 
^  the  former  were  accused  of  breaking  their  parole,  and  hold- 
S  *  treasonable  correspondence  with  the  armed  enemies  of  Eng- 
Dd ;  they  were  in  consequence  confined  on  board  of  prison  ships, 
d  afterwards  transported  to  St  Augustine  in  Florida. 

Among  the  prisoners  taken  in  the  late  combats,  many,  it  was 
(covered,  had  British  protections  in  their  pockets ;  these  were 
smed  arrant  runagates,  amenable  to  the  penalties  of  the  pro- 
mation  issued  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton  on  the  3d  of  June ;  they 
re  therefore  led  forth  from  the  provost  and  hanged,  almost 
hout  the  form  of  an  inquiry. 

These  measures  certainly  were  not  in  keeping  with  the  char* 

VOL.  IV.- 
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actf^r  for  moieration  and  benerolence  usually  g^Tcn  to  Lord  Com* 
wall  is ;  Init  they  accorded  with  the  rancoroiu  spirit  manifeitiid 
toward  each  other  both  by  whigs  and  tones  in  Sonthera  wv&n. 
If  they  were  intended  by  his  lordship  as  measures  of  policy,  thdr 
(*tTivt  was  far  different  from  what  he  anticipated ;  opposition  wm 
(•xa<I>erated  into  deadly  hate,  and  a  cry  of  vengeance  was  ruaed 
throii<;hoat  the  land.     Comwallis  decamped  from  Camden,  ind 
Hi't  out  for  North  Carolina.     In  the  subjugation  of  that  provinoe, 
\u*  counteil  on  the  co-operation  of  the  troops  which  Sir  Henry 
<  *Iiiiton  was  to  send  to  the  lower  part  of  Virginia,  which,  after 
ret  hieing  the  Virginians  to  obedience,  were  to  join  his  lordship^i 
btandard  on  the  confines  of  North  Carolina. 

Advancing  into  the  latter  province,  Cornwallis  took  post  at 
CliarltHtc,  where  he  had  given  rendezvous  to  Ferguson.  Meck- 
K-nhiir;;,  of  which  this  was  the  capital,  was,  as  the  reader  may 
riH'ovlect,  the  *'  heady  high-minded "  county,  where  the  first  de- 
v'larati>)n  of  independence  had  been  made,  and  his  lordship  from 
uiKMnnlortable  experience  soon  pronounced  Charlotte  "thcHor- 
iM't's  Xi'st  of  North  Carolina.** 

The  surrounding  country  was  wild  and  rugged,  covered  with 
close  and  thick  wotxis,  and  crossed  in  every  direction  by  narrow 
roads.  All  attempts  at  foraging  were  worse  than  useless.  The 
plantations  were  small  and  afforded  scanty  supplies.  The  inhab- 
itants were  stanch  whigs,  with  the  pugnacious  spirit  of  the  old 
Covenanters.  Instead  of  remaining  at  home  and  receiving  the 
king's  money  in  exchange  for  their  produce,  they  turned  out  with 
their  rifles,  stationed  themselves  in  covert  places,  and  fired  upon 
the  foraging  parties ;  convoys  of  provisions  from  Camden  had  to 
light  their  way,  and  expresses  were  shot  down  and  their  des- 
patches seized. 
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The  capUire  of  liia  expresses  was  a  aore  annuvance  lo  Corn- 
Es,  depriving  htm  of  all   intelligence  concerning  tiie  move- 
tis  of  Colonel  FerguaoD,  whose  arrival  he  was  anxiously  await- 
The  expedition  of  that  doughtj  partisan  officer  here  calls 
notice.     He  bad  been  chosen  fur  this  military  lour  aa 
lated  to  gain  friends  by  his  conciliating  tliepositioa 
and  his  address  to  the  people  of  the  country  was  in 
qnrit;  '' We  come  not  to  make  war  upon  women  and  chil- 
I,  but  to  give  them  money  and  relieve  their  distresses."    Fer- 
n,  however,  bad  a  loyal  hatred  af  wbigs,  and  to  bis  standard 
:ed  many  rancorous  tones,  besides  outlaws  and  desperadoes, 
iChat  with  all  bis  conciliating  iatentions,  bis  progress  tbrougb 
country  was  attended  by  many  exasperating  excesses- 
He  was  on  his  way  lo  join  Comwnllis  when  a  chance  for  a 
al  exploit  presented  itself.     An  American  force  under  Colo- 
Elijah  Clarke,  of  Georgia,  was  retreating  to  the  mountain 
iricts  of  North  Carolina,  after  an  unsuccessful  attack  upon  the 
post  at  Augusta.     Ferguson  resolved  to  cut  off  their  le- 
I.    Turning  towards  the  mountains,  he  made  bis  way  through 
gged  wilderness  and  took  post  at  tiilbert-town,  a  small  fron- 
Tillage  of  log-houses.     He  was  encouraged  to  this  step,  say 
British  chroniclers,  by  ibe  persuasion  that  there  was  no  force 
it  [Art  of  the  country  able  to  look  bim  in  the  face.     He  had 
idea  that  the  marauds  of  his  followers  had  arrayed  the  very 
:mess  against  him.     "  All  of  a  sudden,"  say  the  chroniclers 
:ited,  "a  numerous,  Gerce  and  unexpected  enemy  sprung  up 
the  depths  of  the  desert     The  scattered  inhabitants  of  the 
ntftins  assembled  without  noise  or  warning,  under  the  con* 
of  six  or  seven  of  their  militia  colouuls,  to  the  number  of 
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iiix  hundred  stnmg,  during,  weH-momited  and  exoellcnt  horw- 


men."  • 


These,  in  fact,  were  the  people  of  the  mountains  which  ism 
the  frontiers  of  the  Carolinas  and  (}eorgia,  *'  moontun  men"  u 
they  were  commonly  called,  a  hardy  race,  half  hnntsmen,  half 
herdsmen,  inhabiting  deep  narrow  valleys,  and  fertile  slopes, 
adapted  to  grazing,  watered  by  the  coldest  of  springs  lad  bright- 
est of  streams,  and  embosomed  in  mighty  forest  trees.    Being 
subject  to  inroads  and  surprisals  from  the  Chickasaws,  Cherokees 
aiul  (.'reeks,  a  tacit  league  existed  among  them  for  mutoal  de- 
fence, and  it  only  needed,  as  in  the  present  instance,  an  alarm  to 
he  circulated  through  their  settlements  by  swift  messengers,  to 
brinjj  them  at  once  to  the  i)oint  of  danger.     Beside  these,  there 
were  other  elements  of  war  suddenly  gathering  in  Ferguson's 
vicinitv.     A  l)and  of  what  were  termed  "the  w^ild  and  fieifc*' 
inhabitants  of  Kentucky,  with  men  from  other  settlements  vest 
of  the  Allcghanies,  had  cn)ssed  the  mountains,  led  by  Colonels 
('amplH>ll  and  Boone,  to  pounce  upon  a  quantity  of  Indian  goods 
at  Augusta ;   but  had  pulled  up  on  hearing  of  the  repulse  of 
Clarke.     The  stout  yeomen,  also,  of  the  district  of  Ninety-Six, 
roused  by  the  marauds  of  Ferguson,  had  taken  the  held,  under 
the  conduct  of  Colonel  James  Williams,  of  Qranville  County. 
Here,  too,   were  hard-riders  and   sharp-shooters,  from  H(dston 
River,  Powel's  Valley,  Botetourt,  Fincastle,  and  other  parts  of 
Virghiia,  commanded  by  Colonels  Campbell,  Cleveland,  Shelhy 
and  Sevier.     Such  were  the  different  bodies  of  mountaineers  and 
backwoodsmen,  suddenly  drawing  together  from  various  parts  to 
the  nunil>er  of  three  thousand. 

•  Anniua  Register,  1781,  p.  62. 
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Tlireatened  by  a  force  so  superior  in  numbers  and  fierce  in 
hostility,  Ferguson  issued  an  address  to  rouse  the  tones.  "  The 
Backwater  men  have  crossed  the  mountain,'*  said  he,  ''  McDow- 
ell, Hampton,  Shelby  and  Cleveland  are  at  their  head.  If  you 
choose  to  be  trodden  upon  for  ever  and  ever  by  a  set  of  mongrels, 
say  80  at  once,  and  let  women  look  out  for  real  men  to  protect 
them.  If  you  desire  to  live  and  bear  the  name  of  men,  grasp 
your  arms  in  a  moment  and  run  to  camp." 

The  taunting  appeal  pn>duccd  but  little  effect  In  this  exi- 
gency, Fergnson  remembered  the  instructions  of  Comwallis,  that 
he  should  rejoin  him  should  he  find  himself  threatened  by  a  supe- 
rior furce ;  breaking  up  his  quarters,  therefore,  he  pushed  for  the 
British  army,  sending  messengers  ahead  to  apprise  his  lordship 
of  his  danger.  Unfortunately  for  him,  his  missives  were  inter- 
cepted. 

Gilbert-town  had  not  long  been  vacated  by  Ferguson  and  his 
troops,  when  the  motley  host  we  have  described  thronged  in. 
Some  were  on  foot,  but  the  greater  part  on  horseback.  Some 
were  in  homespun  garb ;  but  the  most  part  in  hunting-shirts, 
occasionally  decorated  with  colored  fringe  and  tassels.  Each 
man  had  his  long  rifle  and  hunting-knife,  his  wallet,  or  knapsack 
and  blanket,  and  either  a  buck's  tail  or  sprig  of  evergreen  in  his 
hat  Here  and  there  an  officer  appeared  in  the  Continental  uni- 
fonn  of  blue  and  buff,  but  most  preferred  the  half-Indian  hunt- 
ing-dress. There  was  neither  tent  nor  tent  equipage,  neither 
baggage  nor  baggage  waggon  to  encumber  the  movements  of  that 
extemporaneous  host  Prompt  warriors  of  the  wilderness,  with 
them  it  was  '^  seise  the  weapon — spring  into  the  saddle — and 
away ! "  In  going  into  action,  it  was  their  practice  to  dismount, 
tie  their  horses  to  the  branches  of  trees,  or  secure  them  in  some 
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other  way,  so  as  to  be  at  band  for  use  when  tlie  batde  wtBonT} 
either  to  pursue  a  flying  enemy,  or  make  tlieir  own  esctpelyj  &t 
of  hoof. 

There  was  a  clamor  of  tongaes  for  a  time  at  Gilberi-town; 
groups  on  horseback  and  foot  in  every  part,  holding  hastv  coan- 
cil.     IWing  told  that  Ferguson  had  retreated  by  the  Cherokee 
road  toward  North  Carolina,  about  nine  hundred  of  the  haidieat 
and  best  mounted  set  out  in  urgent  pursuit ;  leaving  those  vho 
were  on  fooU,  or  weakly  mounted,  to  follow  on  as  fast  as  poeiUe. 
Colonel  William  Campbell,  of  Virginia,  having  come  froffl  the 
greatest  distance,  was  allowed  to  have  command  of  the  whole 
|)arty ;  but  there  was  not  much  order  nor  subordination.    Etch 
coluiu'l  UmI  his  own  men  in  his  own  way. 

In  the  evening;  they  arrived  at  the  Cowpens,  a  grazing  nei^'h- 
IxirhixMl.     Here  two  l>ecves  were  killed  and  given  to  be  cut  up, 
riH>ke«l  and  eaten  as  quick  as  possible.     Before  those  who  were 
kIow  or  ncfjfligent  liad  half  prepared  their  repast,  marching  orders 
were  p:iven,  and  all   were  again  in  the  saddle.     A  rapid  and 
irregular  march  was  kept  up  all  night  in  murky  darkness  and 
through  a   heavy  rain.      About   daybreak   they  crossed  Broad 
River,  where  an  attack  was  apprehended.     Not  finding  the  ene- 
my, they  halted,  lit  their  fires,  made  their  morning*8  meal,  and 
t(K)k  a  brief  repose.     By  nine  o'clock  they  were  again  on  the 
march.    The  rainy  night  had  been  succeeded  by  a  bright  October 
morning,  and  all  were  in  high  spirits.     Ferguson,  they  lean»t, 
had  taken  the  road  toward  King's  Mountain,  about  twelve  mil^ 
distant.     When  within  three  miles  of  it  their  scouts  brought  m 
word  that  he  had  taken  post  on  its  summit     Tlic  officers  no^ 
held  a  short  consultation  on  horseback,  and  then  proceeded.    ^"® 
position  taken. by  Ferguson  was  a  strong  one.     King's  Moonta^D 
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8  oat  of  a  broken  conntry,  and  is  detached,  on  tlie  north,  from 
irior  heights  by  a  deep  valley,  so  as  to  resemble  an  insulated 
montory  about  half  a  mile  in  length,  with  sloping  sides,  ex- 
ting  on  the  north.  The  mountain  was  covered  for  the  most 
t  with  lofty  forest  trees,  free  from  underwood,  interspersed 
h  boulders  and  masses  of  g^ay  rock.  The  forest  was  sufB- 
Qtly  open  to  give  free  passage  to  horsemen. 

As  the  Americans  drew  nearer,  they  could  occasionally, 
t)Qgh  openings  of  the  woodland,  descry  the  glittering  of  arms 
ng  a  level  ridge,  forming  the  crest  of  Eong's  Mountain.  This, 
rgnson  had  made  his  stronghold ;  boasting  that  *'  if  all  the 
«!«  out  of  hell  should  attack  him,  they  would  not  drive  him 
m  it- 
Dismounting  at  a  small  stream  which  runs  through  a  ravine, 
Americans  picketed  their  horses  or  tied  them  to  the  branches 
'he  trees,  and  gave  them  in  charge  of  a  small  guard.  They 
i  formed  themselves  into  three  divisions  of  nearly  equal  size, 

prepared  to  storm  the  heights  on  three  sides.  Campbell, 
»nded  by  Shelby,  was  to  lead  the  centre  division  ;  Sevier  with 
^well  the  right,  and  Cleveland  and  Williams  the  left.  The 
iaions  were  to  scale  the  mountain  as  nearly  as  possible  at  the 
le  time.  The  fighting  directions  were  in  frontier  style.  When 
e  in  action,  every  one  must  ict  for  himself.     The  men  were 

to  wait  for  the  word  of  command,  but  to  take  good  aim  and 

as  fast  as  possible.  When  they  could  no  longer  hold  their 
^und,  they  were  to  get  behind  trees,  or  retreat  a  little,  and  re* 
n  to  the  fight,  but  never  to  go  quite  off. 

Campbell  allowed  time  for  the  flanking  divisions  to  move  to 
'  right  and  left  along  the  base  of  the  mountain,  and  take  their 
)pv  distances ;  he  *  then  pushed  up  in  front  with  the  centre 
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division,  he  and  Shelbv,  each  at  the  head  of  hii  meo.  The  lint 
firiiij;  wan  about  foor  oVIock,  when  a  picket  waa  driTen  in  bf 
rivveland  and  Williams  on  the  left,  and  punned  up  tlie  mooD- 
tain.  Campbell  soon  arrived  within  rifle  distance  of  the  cnAd 
the  mountain,  whence  a  sheeted  fire  of  musketry  was  opened  opoi 
him.  He  instantly  deployed  his  men,  posted  them  bdiindtnesi 
and  rcturne<l  the  fire  with  deadly  effect. 

Ferguson,  exasperated  at  being  thus  hunted  into  this  moantim 
fa5tness.  hatl  been  chafing  in  his  rocky  lair  and  meditating  a  fari- 
ouA  sally.  He  now  rushed  out  with  his  regulars,  made  an  impeU 
nous  charge  with  the  bayonet,  and  dislodging  his  assaOants  from 
their  coverts,  l)egan  to  drive  them  down  the  mountain,  they  not 
having  a  bayonet  among  them.  He  had  not  proceeded  far,  when 
a  flanking  fire  was  opened  by  one  of  the  other  divisions;  facing 
alK>ut  and  atta^-king  this  he  was  again  snccessful,  when  a  third 
firi'  was  opened  fnim  another  quarter.  Thus,  as  fast  as  one 
division  gave  way  before  the  bayonet,  another  came  to  its  relief; 
while  thi>se  who  had  given  way  rallied  and  retume<l  to  the 
cliarge.  The  nature  of  the  fighting  ground  was  more  faronble 
to  the  rifle  than  the  bayonet,  and  this  was  a  kind  of  warfare  in 
wliieh  the  frontier  men  were  at  home.  The  elevated  position  of 
the  enemy  also  was  in  favor  of  the  Americans,  securing  them  from 
the  danger  of  their  own  cross-fire.  Ferguson  found  that  he  *«» 
completely  in  the  hunter*s  toils,  l>eset  on  every  side ;  but  he  stood 
bravely  at  bay,  until  the  ground  around  him  was  strewed  with 
the  killed  and  wounded,  picked  off  by  the  fatal  rifle.  His  men 
were  at  length  broken,  and  retreated  in  confusion  along  tb« 
ridge.  He  galloped  from  place  to  place  endeavoring  to  rallj 
them,  when  a  rifle  ball  brought  him  to  the  ground,  and  his  white 
horse  was  seen  careering  down  the  mountain  without  a  rider. 
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This  closed  the  bloody  fight ;  for  Fergoson's  second  in  com- 
lind,  seeing  all  further  resistance  hopeless,  hoisted  a  white  flag, 
mA  a  parley  and  sued  for  quarters.  One  hundred  and  fifty  of 
he  eaemy  had  &Uen,  and  as  many  been  wounded ;  while  of  the 
bMricans,  but  twenty  were  killed,  though  a  considerable  number 
vere  wounded.  Among  those  slain  was  Colonel  James  Williams, 
v1m>  had  commanded  the  troops  of  Ninety-Six,  and  proved  him- 
idf  one  of  the  most  daring  of  the  partisan  leaders. 

Eight  hundred  and  ten  men  were  taken  prisoners,  one  hun- 
bed  of  whom  were  regulars,  the  rest  royalists.  The  rancor 
awakened  by  civil  war  was  shown  in  the  treatment  of  some  of 
^  prisoners.  A  court-martial  was  held  the  day  after  the  battle, 
nd  a  number  of  tory  prisoners  who  had  been  bitter  in  their  hos- 
ilitj  to  the  American  cause,  and  fiagitious  in  their  persecution 
f  their  countrymen,  were  hanged.  This  was  to  revenge  the 
^tth  of  American  prisoners  hanged  at  Camden  and  elsewhere. 

The  army  of  mountaineers  and  frontier  men,  thus  fortuitously 
ingregated,  did  not  attempt  to  follow  up  their  signal  blow. 
hey  had  no  general  scheme,  no  plan  of  campaign ;  it  was  the 
NXitaneous  rising  of  the  sons  of  the  soil,  to  revenge  it  on  its 
vaders,  and,  having  effected  their  purpose,  they  returned  in  tri- 
aph  to  their  homes.  They  were  little  aware  of  the  importance 
their  achievement  The  battle  of  King's  Mountain,  inconsid- 
lUe  as  it  was  in  the  numbers  engaged,  turned  the  tide  of 
athem  warfare.  The  destruction  of  Ferguson  and  his  corps 
ve  a  complete  check  to  the  expedition  of  Comwallis.  He  be- 
Q  to  fear  for  the  safety  of  South  Carolina,  liable  to  such  sudden 
uptions  from  the  mountains ;  lest,  while  he  was  facing  to  the 
rth,  these  hordes  of  stark-riding  warriors  might  throw  them-* 
.ves  behind  him,  and  produce  a  popular  combustion  in  the  pro- 

VOL.  lY,- 
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vince  he  haid  left.     He  reaolyed,  therefiyre,  to  letnm  wUk  lU 
Bpved  to  that  province  and  provide  for  ita  security. 

On  the  14  th  of  October  he  commenced  hii  retrograde  tnd 
mortifying  man:h,  conducting  it  in  the  night,  and  with  rach  konj 
and  confusion,  that  nearly  twenty  waggons,  laden  with  baggigs 
and  supplies,  were  lost  As  he  proceeded,  the  rainy  eeasoii  Ki 
111 ;  the  brooks  and  rivers  became  swollen,  and  almost  impu- 
sablc ;  the  roads  deep  and  miry ;  provisions  and  forage  scantT; 
the  troops  generally  sickly,  having  no  tents.  Lord  ComwiHis 
himself  was  seized  with  a  bilious  fever,  which  obliged  him  to  hah 
two  days  in  the  Catawba  settlement,  and  afterwards  to  be  con- 
veyed in  a  waggon,  giving  up  the  command  to  Lord  Rawdon. 

In  the  course  of  this  desolate  march,  the  British  suffered » 
usual  from  the  vengeance  of  an  outraged  country,  being  fired 
Ujwn  from  behind  trees  and  other  coverts  by  the  yeomanry ;  their 
sentries  shot  down  at  their  encampments ;  their  foraging  parties 
cut  off.  '*  The  enemy,"  writes  Lord  Rawdon,  "  are  mostly  mount' 
e4l  militia,  not  to  be  overtaken  by  our  infantry,  nor  to  be  safelj 
pursued  in  this  strong  country  by  our  cavalry." 

For  two  weeks  were  they  toiling  on  this  retrograde  march, 
through  deep  roads,  and  a  country  cut  up  by  water-courses,  wi^ 
tlie  very  elements  arrayed  against  them.  At  length,  after  ford- 
ing the  Catawba  where  it  was  six  hundred  yards  wide,  and  three 
and  a  half  deep,  and  where  a  handful  of  riflemen  might  hare 
held  them  in  check,  the  army  arrived  at  Winnsborough,  in  Sooth 
Carolina.  Hence,  by  order  of  Cornwallis,  Lord  Rawdon  wrote 
on  the  24th  of  October  to  Brigadier-general  Leslie,  who  was  at 
that  time  in  the  Chesapeake,  with  the  force  detached  by  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  for  a  descent  upon  Virginia,  suggesting  the  expe- 
diency of  his  advancing  to  Ngrth  Carolina^  for  the  purpose  of  co- 
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Bitkn  with  Gomwallis,  who  feared  to  proceed  iai  from  South 
rolina,  lest  it  should  be  again  in  insurrection, 
hi  the  mean  time  his  lordship  took  post  at  Winnsborough.  It 
i  a  central  position,  where  he  might  cover  the  country  from 
rtiflaii  incursions,  obtain  forage  and  supplies,  and  await  the  co- 
tniksa  of  General  Leslie. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

MAUcnr — Hn   craractrb — btv   hames — hauiits — ^tablstov  nr  onff  ^ 

IIIX — SCMTER  ox  THB  WB8T  8II>B  OF  THB  SASTTEE — HIS  ATFin  Wilt 
TAKLnuX  AT  BLACK  nVX'K  BILI^-OATVS  AT  HIT.LSBOKOirOH~HB  DOSB* 
Tl('  MIHFOKTl'XIM — ARRIVAL  OP  ORKK!CE — HIA  OOSfBIDEBATB  OOSPQCV' 
OATKS  RICTIKEll  Tl)  HIS  ESTATR— COSmiTIOX  OF  THE  ARBT— WEATACBi 
or  CMU>NRL  WASHISGTi>S  AT  CLEIUCOST — MOROAX  nETACHED  TO  fl* 
I)ISTiai.T   OF   MXETY-SIX — GRE£XE   POSTS    HIMSELF  OX   THE  PEDEE. 

TnK  victory  at  King's  Mountain  had  set  the  partisan  spini 
throujjhoat  the  country  in  a  blaze.  Francis  Marion  was  ftion  w 
the  ticM.  He  had  been  made  a  brigadier-general  by  Governor  Rut 
leilge,  but  his  brigade,  as  it  was  called,  was  formed  of  neigliix»* 
and  friends,  and  was  continually  fluctuating  in  numberSi  H^ 
was  nearly  fifty  vears  of  aire,  and  small  of  stature,  but  bard^f 
healthy  and  vigorous.  Brave  but  not  braggart,  never  avoiJmg 
danger,  l)ut  never  rashly  seeking  it  Taciturn  and  abstewwos; 
a  strict  disciplinarian :  careful  of  the  lives  of  his  men,  but  lit"' 
mindfid  of  his  own  life.  Just  in  his  dealings,  free  from  evtf7 
thing  selfish  or  mercenary,  and  incapable  of  a  meanness,  ft* 
had  his  haunts  and  strongholds  in  the  morasses  of  the  Pedee  to^ 
Blai'k  River.  His  men  were  hardy  and  abstemious  as  hrsos/oli 
they  ate  tlieir  meat  without  salt,  often  subsisted  on  potatoes,  ^^re 
Bcantily  clad,  and  almost  destitute  of  blankets.     Marion  was  foU 
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itiatageiiis  and  expedieiit8«  SalljiDg  forth  from  bis  morasses, 
ironld  overran  the  lower  districts,  pass  the  Santee,  beat  up  the 
lU  posts  in  the  ricinity  of  Charleston,  cut  up  the  communica- 
1  between  that  city  and  Camden;  and  having  struck  some 
Dial  blow,  so  as  to  rouse  the  vengeance  of  the  enemy,  would 
reat  again  into  his  fenny  fastnesses.  Hence  the  British  gave 
1  the  bye  name  of  the  Swamp  Fox,  but  those  of  his  country- 
n  who  knew  his  courage,  his  loftiness  of  spirit  and  spotless 
^rity,  considered  him  the  Bayard  of  the  South, 

Tarleton,  who  was  on  duty  in  that  part  of  the  country,  un- 
rtook,  as  he  said,  to  draw  the  swamp  fox  from  his  cover.  He 
Bordiugly  marched  cautiously  down  the  east  bank  of  the 
•teree  with  a  body  of  dragoons  and  infantry,  in  compact  order. 
M  fox,  however,  kept  close ;  he  saw  that  the  enemy  was  too 
^  for  him.  Tarleton  now  changed  his  plan.  By  day  he 
oke  up  his  force  into  small  detachments  or  patrols,  giving  them 
iere  to  keep  near  enough  to  each  other  to  render  mutual  sup- 
ft 'if  attacked,  and  to  gather  together  at  night. 

The  artifice  had  its  effect.  Marion  sallied  forth  from  his  cov- 
^  jost  before  daybreak  to  make  an  attack  upon  one  of  these  de- 
^hments,  when,  to  his  surprise,  he  found  himself  close  upon  the 
itUi  camp.  Perceiving  the  snare  that  had  been  spread  for 
n,  he  made  a  rapid  retreat  A  close  pursuit  took  place.  For 
^  hours  Marion  was  hunted  from  one  swamp  and  fastness  to 
other ;  several  stragglers  of  his  band  were  captured,  and  Tarle- 
t  was  in  strong  hope  of  bringing  him  into  action,  when  an  ex- 
tt  came  spurring  from  Comwallis,  calling  for  the  immediate 
▼ices  of  himself  and  his  dragoons  in  another  quarter. 

Somter  was  again  in  the  field  I     That  indefatigable  partisan 

nog  recruited  a  strong  party  in  the  mountainous  country,  to 
S» 
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vrhkh  ho  retreated  after  his  defeat  on  tlie  Wateree,  bad  lUf^ 
{x^arvd  on  the  west  side  of  the  Santee,  repulsed  a  British  putj 
sent  aj^ainst  him,  killing  ita  leader ;  then,  crossiDg  Broad  Kra^ 
hail  cfTocted  a  junction  with  Colonels  Clark  and  Brannan,  ud 
now  menac-ed  the  British  posts  in  the  district  of  Ninetv-Six. 

It  was  to  disperse  this  head  of  partisan  war  that  TariM 
w«i8  called  off  from  heleaguering  Marion.  Advancing  with  In 
accustomed  celerity,  he  thought  to  surprise  Sumter  on  the  Enom 
River.  A  deserter  apprised  the  latter  of  his  danger.  He  poshed 
across  the  river,  hut  was  hotly  pursued,  and  his  rear-gunl 
roughly  handled.  He  now  made  for  the  Tyger  River,  noted  for 
turhulence  and  rapidity;  once  heyond  this,  he  might  disband bii 
followers  in  the  woo'ls.  Tarleton,  to  prevent  his  passing  it  on- 
molested,  spurred  forward  in  advance  of  his  main  body  with  one 
hiHulred  and  seventy  dragoons  and  eighty  mounted  men  of  the 
infantry.  IWfore  five  oVl(K*k  (Nov.  20)  his  advanced  guard  over- 
ttH)k  and  charged  the  rear  of  the  Americans,  who  retreated  to  the 
main  U)  ly.  Sumter  finding  it  imjiossible  to  cross  Tyger  Riv«r 
in  safety,  and  being  informed  that  the  enemy,  thus  pressing  npon 
him,  were  without  infantry  or  cannon,  took  post  on  Black  Stock 
Hill,  with  a  rivulet  and  rail  fence  in  front,  the  Tyger  Kiverin 
the  rear  and  on  the  right  fiank,  and  a  large  log  bam  on  the  \A 
The  barn  was  turned  into  a  fortress,  and  a  part  of  the  force  sti- 
tioncd  in  it  to  fire  through  the  apertures  between  the  logs. 

Tarleton  halted  on  an  opposite  height  to  await  the  arriral  d 
his  infantry,  and  part  of  his  men  dismounted  to  ease  their  horses. 
8umter  seized  this  moment  for  an  attack.  lie  was  driven  back 
after  soiiio  sharp  fighting.  The  enemy  pursued,  but  were  severely 
galled  by  the  fire  from  the  log  bam.  Enraged  at  seeing  his  me** 
shot  down,  Tarleton  charged  with  his  cavalry,  hut  found  it  ia*" 
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MKible  to  difilodga  the  AmericaxiB  from  their  rnstic  fortress.  At 
1m  approach  of  night  he  fell  back  to  join  his  infantry,  leaving 
kgnrand  strewed  with  his  killed  and  wounded.  The  latter 
mn  treated  with  great  humanity  by  Somter.  The  loss  of  the 
Americans  was  only  three  killed  and  four  wounded. 

Sumter,  who  had  received  a  severe  wound  in  the  breast,  re- 
mained several  hours  on  the  field  of  action ;  but,  understanding 
the  enemy  would  be  powerfully  reinforced  in  the  morning,  he 
nwsed  the  Tyger  Biver  in  the  night.  He  was  then  placed  on  a 
litter  between  two  horses,  and  thus  conducted  across  the  country 
by  a  few  faithful  adherents.  The  rest  of  his  little  army  dis- 
poned themselves  through  the  woods.  Tarleton,  finding  his  ene- 
mj  had  disappeared,  claimed  the  credit  of  a  victory ;  but  those 
'ho  considered  the  affair  rightly,  declared  that  he  had  received  a 
lovere  check. 

While  the  attention  of  the  enemy  was  thus  engaged  by  the 
interprises  of  Sumter  and  Marion  and  their  swamp  warriors, 
Seneral  Gates  was  gathering  together  the  scattered  fragments  of 
^  army  at  Hillsborough.  When  all  were  collected,  his  whole 
one,  exclusive  of  militia,  did  not  exceed  fourteen  hundred  men. 
^  was,  as  he  said,  '^  rather  a  shadow  than  a  substance."  His 
loops,  disheartened  by  defeat,  were  in  a  forlorn  state,  without 
Nothing,  without  pay,  and  sometimes  without  provisions.  Desti- 
tute of  tents,  they  constructed  hovels  of  fence-rails,  poles,  brush- 
wood, and  the  stalks  of  Indian  com,  the  officers  faring  no  better 
■wi  the  men. 

The  vanity  of  Gates  was  completely  cut  down  by  his  late 
^^c^rses.  He  had  lost,  too,  the  confidence  of  his  officers,  and  was 
Biuble  to  maintain  discipline  among  his  men ;  who  through  their 
■''^tgtilarities  became  a  terror  to  the  country  people. 
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On  the  retreat  of  Comwallis  bom  Charlotte,  Oites  adTiaced 
to  that  place  to  make  it  hia  winter-quarters.  Hata  were  ordenl 
to  be  built,  and  a  regular  encampment  was  ooaunenced.  SdiII- 
w(xh1,  with  a  body  of  militia,  was  atationed  below  on  the  GiUv> 
ba  to  guard  the  road  leading  throogh  Camden ;  and  farther  dowi 
was  pasted  Brigadier-general  Morgan,  with  a  coipB  of  li^^ 
troops. 

To  add  to  his  depression  of  spirits,  Gates  received  the  melafi- 
choly  intelligence  of  the  death  of  an  onlj  son,  and,  while  he  vai 
yet  writhing  under  the  blow,  came  official  despatches  infonning 
him  of  his  being  superseded  in  command.  A  letter  from  Wash- 
ington, we  are  told,  accompanied  them,  sympathiang  with  hin 
in  his  domestic  misfortunes,  adverting  with  peculiar  delicacy  to 
bis  reverses  in  battle,  assuring  him  of  his  undiminished  oonfi* 
donee  in  his  zeal  and  capacity,  and  his  readiness  to  give  him  the 
cum  man (1  of  the  left  wing  of  his  army  as  soon  as  he  coold  nuke 
it  eoiivenient  to  join  him. 

The  etfect  of  this  letter  was  overpowering.  Gates  was  foand 
walking  aWut  his  room  in  the  greatest  agitation,  pressing  the 
letter  to  his  lips,  breaking  forth  into  ejaculations  of  gratitade 
and  admiration,  and  when  he  could  find  utterance  to  his  thougbts, 
<le('lared  that  its  tender  sympathy  and  considerate  dclicacj  bad 
conveyed  more  consolation  and  delight  to  his  heart  than  he  had 
K'lieved  it  iK)8sible  ever  to  have  felt  again.* 

General  Greene  arrived  at  Charlotte,  on  the  2d  of  December. 
On  his  way  from  the  North  he  had  made  arrangemeDts  for  wp* 
plies  from  the  different  States;  and  had  left  the  Baron  Steuben 

•  Related  by  Dr.  Wm.  Reed,  at  that  time  sapcrintcndcnt  of  the  llMp»**^ 
department  at  Hillsborough,  to  Alex.  Garden,  aide-de-camp  to  Gzeeoe.— ^ 
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in  Tirginta  to  defend  that  State  and  procure  and  send  on  rein- 
iMoements  and  stores  for  the  Southern  army.  On  the  day  fol- 
knring  his  arrival,  Greene  took  formal  command.  The  delicacy 
vith  which  he  conducted  himself  towards  his  unfortunate  prede- 
cwor  is  said  to  have  been  '^  edifying  to  the  army.'*  Consulting 
vith  his  oflScers  as  to  the  court  of  inquiry  on  the  conduct  of  Gen- 
enl  Gates,  ordered  by  Congress ;  it  was  determined  that  there 
via  not  a  suflScient  number  of  general  officers  in  camp  to  sit 
vpOD  it;  that  the  state  of  Greneral  Gates's  feelings,  in  conse* 
fBence  of  the  death  of  his  son,  disqualified  him  from  entering 
qxm  the  task  of  his  defence ;  and  that  it  would  be  indelicate  in 
tk  extreme  to  press  on  him  an  investigation,  which  his*  honor 
^^d  not  permit  him  to  defer.  Beside,  added  Greene,  his  is  a 
case  of  misfortune,  and  the  most  honorable  course  to  be  pursued, 
kth  with  regard  to  General  Gates  and  the  government,  is  to 
Blake  such  representations  as  may  obtain  a  revision  of  the  order 
^  Congress  directing  an  inquiry  into  his  conduct  In  this  opin- 
ion all  present  concurred. 

Qates,  in  fact,  when  informed  in  the  most  delicate  manner  of 
^  order  of  Congress,  was  urgent  that  a  court  of  inquiry  should 
ue  immediately  convened :  he  acknowledged  there  was  some  im- 
pMant  evidence  that  could  not  at  present  be  procured ;  but  he 
K^Iied  on  the  honor  and  justice  of  the  court  to  make  allowance  for 
^  deficiency.  He  was  ultimately  brought  to  acquiesce  in  the 
lecision  of  the  council  of  war  for  the  postponement,  but  declared 
^t  he  could  not  think  of  serving  until  the  matter  should  have 
:>een  properly  investigated.  He  determined  to  pass  the  interim 
>n  his  estate  in  Virginia.  Greene,  in  a  letter  to  Washington 
December  7th),  writes :  '^  General  Gates  sets  out  to-morrow  for 
he  northward.     Many  officers  think  very  favorably  of  his  con- 
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dact«  and  that,  wbenerer  an  inqoizy  takes  plaoe^  be  will  knix^ 
ablr  acquit  himself.** 

The  kind  and  considerate  oondoct  of  Greene  on  the  praot 
occasion,  completelv  subdued  the  heart  of  Gates.  The  coldnoi, 
if  nut  ill-will,  with  which  he  had  hitherto  regarded  him,  wis  it 
an  end,  and,  in  all  his  subsequent  correspondence  with  him,  1m 
addressed  him  in  terms  of  affection. 

We  take  pleasure  in  noting  the  generous  conduct  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  Virginia  towards  Gates.  It  was  in  BessioD 
when  he  arrived  at  Richmond.  '^  Those  fathers  of  the  oommon- 
wealth,**  writes  Col.  H.  Lee,  in  his  Memoirs,  *^  appointed  a  com- 
mittee of  their  body  to  wut  on  the  vanquished  general,  iDd 
assure  him  of  their  high  regard  and  esteem,  that  their  remem- 
brance of  his  former  glorious  services  was  never  to  l>e  obliterated 
by  any  reverse  of  fortune ;  but,  ever  mindful  of  his  great  merit, 
they  would  omit  no  opportunity  of  testifying  to  the  world  the 
gratitude  which  Virginia,  as  a  member  of  the  American  Union, 
owed  to  him  in  his  militarv  character.*' 

Gates  was  sensibly  affected  and  comforted  by  this  kind  recep 
tii)n,  and  retired  with  a  lightened  heart  to  his  farm  in  Berkdej 
Count  V. 

The  whole  force  at  Charlotte,  when  Greene  took  comnumd, 
did  not  much  exceed  twenty-three  hundred  men,  and  more  tlun 
half  of  them  were  militia.  It  had  been  broken  in  spirit  bv  the 
recent  defeat.  The  officers  had  fallen  into  habits  of  negligence; 
the  soldiers  were  loose  and  disorderly,  without  tents  and  camp 
cqui{)age ;  badly  clothed  and  fed,  and  prone  to  relieve  their  ne- 
cessities by  depredating  upon  the  inhabitants.  Greene's  letters 
written  at  the  time,  abound  with  military  aphorisms  suggested 
by  the  squalid  scene  around  him.     ''  There  must  be  either  pride 


a]  gbxene's  aphorisms.  187 

principle,'*  said  he,  '^  to  make  a  soldier.  No  man  will  think 
laelf  hoond  to  fight  the  hattles  of  a  State  that  leaves  him  per- 
iogfor  want  of  covering;  nor > can  yon  inspire  a  soldier  with 
aentiment  of  pride,  while  his  situation  renders  him  an  object 
pity,  rather  than  of  envy.  Oood  feeding  is  the  first  principle 
good  service.  It  is  impossible  to  preserve  discipline  where 
3p8  are  in  want  of  every  thing — to  attempt  severity  will  only 
a  the  ranks  by  a  more  hasty  desertion." 
The  state  of  the  country  in  which  he  was  to  act  was  equally 
30Qraging.  ''  It  is  so  extensive,'*  said  he,  '^  and  the  powers  of 
^nunent  so  weak,  that  every  body  does  as  he  pleases.  The 
abitants  are  much  divided  in  their  political  sentiments,  and 
whigs  and  tories  pursue  each  other  with  little  less  than  sav- 
!  fury.  The  back  country  people  are  bold  and  daring ;  but 
people  upon  the  sea  shore  are  sickly,  and  but  indifferent 
itia." 

"War  here,"  observes  he  in  another  letter,  "is  upon  a  very 
erent  scale  to  what  it  is  at  the  Northward.  It  is  a  plain 
iness  there.  The  geography  of  the  country  reduces  its  opera- 
is  to  two  or  three  points.  But  here  it  is  every  where ;  and 
country  is  so  full  of  deep  rivers  and  impassable  creeks  and 
mps,  that  you  are  always  liable  to  misfortunes  of  a  capital 
ire.  The  whigs  and  tories,"  adds  he,  "  are  continually  out  in 
11  parties,  and  all  the  middle  country  is  so  disaffected  that 
cannot  lay  in  the  most  trifling  magazine,  or  send  a  waggon 
ugh  the  country  with  the  least  article  of  stores  without  a 
rd." 

A.  recent  exploit  had  given  some  animation  to  the  troops, 
itenant-colonel  Washington,  detached  with  a  troop  of  light- 
e  to  check  a  foraging  party  of  the  enemy,  scoured  the  coun- 
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try  within  thirteen  miles  of  Camden.  Here  he  fioond  a  body  ol 
loyalist  militia  strongly  posted  at  Clermont^  the  seat  of  Cokod 
Kiigeley,  their  tory  commander.  They  had  ensconced  themidni 
in  a  large  bam,  built  of  logs,  and  had  fortified  it  by  a  iligk 
intrenchment  and  a  line  of  abatis.  To  attack  it  with  cvnSaj 
was  useless.  Colonel  Washington  dismounted  part  of  his  tioopi 
U)  appear  like  infantry ;  placed  on  two  waggon-wheels  the  tnmk 
of  a  pine-tree,  shaped  and  painted  to  look  like  a  field-pieee^ 
brought  it  to  bear  upon  the  enemy,  and,  displaying  his  cinliyi 
sent  in  a  flag  summoning  the  garrison  to  surrender  instantly,  oi 
pa*n  of  having  their  log  castle  battered  about  their  ears.  Tl» 
garrison,  to  the  number  of  one  hundred  and  twelve  men,  w^ 
Colonel  Kugeley  at  their  hcail,  gave  themselves  up  prisoners  ol 
war.*  (!oniwaHis,  mentioning  the  ludicrous  affair  in  a  letter  to 
Tarleton,  adds  sarcastically  :  ^*  Rugeley  will  not  be  made  a  brig* 
a<lier.**     The  unlucky  colonel  never  again  appeared  in  anoSe 

The  iirst  care  of  General  Greene  was  to  reorganize  his  army- 
He  went  to  work  quietly  but  resolutely:  called  no  councils (rf 
war ;  communicated  his  plans  and  intentions  to  few,  and  soch 
only  as  were  able  and  willing  to  aid  in  executing  theuL  "  If  I 
cannot  inspire  respect  and  confidence  by  an  independent  con- 
duct,** said  he,  '*  it  will  be  impossible  to  instil  discipline  and 
order  among  the  troops."  His  efforts  were  successful ;  the  anny 
Bocftt  l)ogan  to  assume  what  he  termed  a  military  complexion* 

He  was  equally  studious  to  promote  harmony  among  his  offi- 
cers, of  whom  a  number  were  young,  gallant,  and  intelligent  It 
was  his  delight  to  have  them  at  his  genial  but  simple  table, 
where  parade  and  restraint  were  banished,  and  pleassot  and 

•  ^nUiAmf*  Narratire. 
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ractiTe  conversation  was  promoted ;  which,  next  to  reading, 
his  great  enjoyment  The  manly  benignity  of  his  manners 
laed  itself  roond  his  board,  and  a  common  sentiment  of  affec- 
for  their  chief  united  the  young  men  in  a  kind  of  brother- 
d. 

Finding  the  country  round  Charlotte  exhausted  by  repeated 
igings,  he  separated  the  army  into  two  divisions.  One,  about 
'■  thousand  strong,  was  commanded  by  Brigadier-general  Mor- 
i,  of  rifle  renown,  and  was  composed  of  four  hundred  Conti- 
ital  infantry,  under  Lieutenant-colonel  Howard  of  the  Mary- 
d  line,  two  companies  of  Virginia  militia  under  Captains  Trip- 
t  and  Tate,  and  one  hundred  dragoons,  under  I^eutenant- 
mel  Washington.     With  these  Morgan  was  detached  towards 

district  of  Ninety-Six,  in  South  Carolina,  with  orders  to  take 
odtion  near  the  confluence  of  the  Pacolet  and  Broad  Rivers, 
1  assemble  the  militia  of  the  country.  With  the  other  division, 
^e  made  a  march  of  toilful  difficulty  through  a  barren  coun- 
,  with  waggons  and  horses  qrJLce  unfit  for  service,  to  Hicks' 
ek,  in  Chesterfield  district,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Pedee 
er,  opposite  the  Cheraw  Hills.  There  he  posted  himself,  on 
26th,  partly  to  discourage  the  enemy  from  attempting  to  po»- 

themselves  of  Cross  Creek,  which  would  give  them  com- 
id  of  the  greatest  part  of  the  provisions  of  the  lower  country 
urtly  to  form  a  camp  of  repose ;  '^  and  no  army,"  writes  he, 
er  wanted  one  more,  the  troops  having  totally  lost  their  dis- 
ine." 

"  I  will  not  pain  your  Excellency,"  writes  he  to  Washington, 
th  further  accounts  of  the  wants  and  sufferings  of  this  army ; 
I  am  not  without  great  apprehension  of  its  entire  dissolution, 
!88  the  commissary's  and  quartermaster*s  departments  can  be 
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rendered  more  competent  to  the  demands  of  the  senice  Nor 
are  the  clothing  and  hospital  departments  apon  a  hetter  ixxfBD^ 
Nut  a  shilling  in  the  pay  chest,  nor  a  prospect  of  any  fi>r  nantte 
to  come.     This  is  really  making  bricks  withoat  straw." 

(iovemor  Rutledge  also  wrote  to  Washington  from  Greencfi 
camp,  on  the  28th  of  Decetnbc'r,  imploring  aid  for  Soath  Caio* 
llua.  '*  Some  of  the  stanch  inhabitants  of  Charleston,*'  wrhei 
he,  '*  have  been  sent  to  St.  Augustine,  and  others  are  to  Mav. 
The  enemy  have  hanged  many  people,  who,  from  fear,  or  the  in* 
practicability  of  removing,  had  received  protections  or  given 
paroles,  and  from  attachment  to,  had  afterwards  taken  pirt  vith 
ns.  They  have  burnt  a  great  number  of  houses,  and  timed 
many  women,  formerly  of  good  fortune,  with  their  children  (whom 
their  husl^ands  or  i)arents,  from  an  unwillingness  to  join  tke  ene- 
my, had  left)  almost  naked  into  the  woods.  Their  cmeltraDd 
the  distresses  of  the  people  are  in<leed  beyond  description.  1 
entreat  vour  Excellencv,  therefore,  seriouslv  to  consider  the  on- 
happy  state  of  Si^uth  Carolina  ^nd  Georgia;  and  I  rely  on  roar 
humanity  and  your  knowledge  of  their  importance  to  the  UnioQf 
for  such  speedy  and  effectual  support,  as  may  compel  the  enemj 
to  evacuate  every  part  of  these  countries'*  * 

*  CorreapondeDoe  of  the  Revolatioii,  iiL,  188. 
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MammBABKATIOHB  TO  THB  SOUTH — ^ARNOLD  IK  COMMAND— NBCSSBITOUS 
•TATS  OP  TmC  COVHTRT — WASHIlfOTOIf  URGES  A  FOREIGN  LOAN — AMISSION 
OP  OOLOnL  LAURENS  TO  PRANCE  TO  SEEK  AID  IX  MEN  AND  MONET — 
«UEVANCE8  OP  THB  -FENNSYLVANIA  LINE — MUTINY — NEGOTIATIONS  WITH 
IBB  MUTINKBHS — ^ARTICLES  OP  ACOOBCMODATION — POUCT  DOUBTED  BT 
WASBINOTON — RIGOROUS  COURSE  ADOPTED  BT  HIM  WITH  OTHER  MALCOX- 
TKSm-— AUOCBMPUL— RATIPICATION  OP  THB  ABTICLBS  OP  CONFEDKRATIJN 
€P  THB  STATES. 


OB  oocnrrencee  recorded  in  the  last  few  chapters  made  Wash- 
gton  apprehend  a  design  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  to  carry  the 
resB  of  war  into  the  Southern  States.  Conscious  that  he  was 
e  man  to  whom  all  looked  in  time  of  emergency,  and  who  was, 
a  manner,  responsible  for  the  general  course  of  military  affairs, 
^  deeply  felt  the  actual  impotency  of  his  position. 

In  a  letter  to  Franklin,  who  was  minister-plenipotentiary  at 
e  court  of  Versailles,  he  strongly  expresses  his  chagrin.  '<  Dis- 
^pointed  of  the  second  division  of  French  troops,  but  more 
pecially  in  the  expected  naval  superiority,  which  was  the  pivot 
K)n  which  every  thing  turned;  we  have  been  compelled  to 
'end  an  inactive  campaign,  after  a  flattering  prospect  at  the 
^ning  of  it,  and  vigorous  struggles  to  make  it  a  decisive  one 
1  our  part  Latterly,  we  have  been  obliged  to  become  specta- 
<v  of  a  succession  of  detachments  from  the  army  at  New  York 
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in  aid  of  Lord  Corawallifl,  while  our  nzrwl  weakness,  and  tk 
IM>1itical  dissolution  of  a  great  part  of  oar  army,  pat  it  oat  of  cor 
power  to  counteract  them  at  the  aoathward,  or  to  take  adnntige 
of  them  here." 

The  last  of  these  detachments  to  the  Soath  took  place  on  tk  * 
20th  of  December,  bat  was  not  destined,  as  Wadiingtan  U  ! 
su|)[X)8ed,  for  Carolina.  8ir  Henry  Clinton  had  leceiTed  vaSatwtr 
tion  that  the  troops  already  mentioned  as  being  mider  Geoenl 
Leslie  in  the  Chesapeake,  had,  by  orders  from  Comwallis^  niM 
for  Charleston,  to  reinforce  his  lordship ;  and  this  detachmeot  «v 
to  take  their  place  in  Virginia.  It  was  composed  of  Britiiki 
Grerman,  and  refugee  troops,  aboat  seventeen  hundred  stxoDft 
and  was  commanded  by  Benedict  Arnold,  now  a  brigadierfOM- 
ral  in  his  majesty's  service.  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  who  distnited 
the  fidelity  of  the  man  he  had  corrupted,  sent  with  him  Gokxids 
Dundas  and  Simcoe.  experienced  officers,  by  whose  mdxke  he  w« 
to  be  guided  in  every  important  measure.  He  was  to  make  ao 
iucursion  into  Virginia,  destroy  the  public  magazines,  ss9eml)le 
and  arm  the  loyalists,  and  hold  himself  ready  to  co-operate  witk 
Ix>rd  Comwallis.  lie  embarked  his  troops  in  a  fleet  of  smaH 
vessels,  and  departed  on  his  enterprise  animated  by  the  rancor- 
uus  spirit  of  a  renegade,  and  prepared,  as  he  vaunted,  to  gire  the 
Americans  a  blow  '^that  would  make  the  whole  oontiDent 
shake."     TVe  shall  speak  of  his  expedition  hereafter. 

As  Washington  beheld  one  hostile  armament  after  anotber 
winging  its  way  to  the  South,  and  received  applications  from 
that  quarter  for  assistance,  which  he  had  not  the  means  to  fax* 
nish,  it  became  i>ainfully  apparent  to  him,  that  the  efforts  to 
carry  on  the  war  had  exceeded  the  natural  capabilities  of  the 
country.      Its  widely  diffused  population,  and  the  composition 
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and  temper  of  some  of  its  people,  rendered  it  difficult  to  draw 
together  its  resources.  Commerce  was  almost  extinct ;  there  was 
not  lafficient  nataral  wealth  on  which  to  foond  a  revenue ;  paper 
currency  had  depreciated  through  want  of  funds  for  its  redemp- 
tioD  ontil  it  was  nearly  worthless.  The  mode  of  supplying  the 
annj  by  assessing  a  proportion  of  the  productions  of  the  earth, 
Ittd  proved  ineffectual,  oppressive,  and  productive  of  an  alarming 
opposition.  Domestic  loans  yielded  but  trifling  assistance.  The 
pstience  of  the  army  was  nearly  exhausted ;  the  people  were  dis- 
iitisfied  with  the  mode  of  supporting  the  war,  and  there  was  rea- 
IQD  to  apprehend,  that,  under  the  pressure  of  impositions  of  a 
new  and  odious  kind,  they  might  imagine  they  had  only  ex' 
changed  one  kind  of  tyranny  for  another. 

We  give  but  a  few  of  many  considerations  which  Washing- 
^  was  continually  urging  upon  the  attention  of  Congress  in  his 
^  and  perspicuous  manner ;  the  end  of  which  was  to  enforce  his 
opinion  that  a  foreign  loan  was  indispensably  necessary  to  a  con- 
nuance  of  the  war. 

His  earnest  counsels  and  entreaties  were  at  length  successful 
^  determining  Congress  to  seek  aid  both  in  men  and  money  from 
'Vroad.  Accordingly,  on  the  28th  of  December  they  commis- 
kXDed  Lieutenant-colonel  John  Laurens,  special  minister  at  the 
Qurt  of  Versailles,  to  apply  for  such  aid.  The  situation  he  had 
^d,  as  aide-de-camp  to  the  commander-in-chief,  had  given  him 
II  Importunity  of  observing  the  course  of  affairs,  and  acquaint- 
ig  himself  with  the  wants  and  resources  of  the  country ;  and  he 
as  instructed  to  confer  with  Washington,  previous  to  his  depar- 
Ue,  as  to  the  objects  of  his  mission.  Not  content  with  impress- 
xg  him  verbally  with  his  policy,  Washington  gave  him  a  letter 
f  instructions  for  his  government,  and  to  be  used  as  occasion 
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mi^ht  reqairc.  In  this  he  adTised  him  to  solicit  a  km  ni- 
rientlv  large  to  be  a  foandation  for  aabatantial  arrangementi  of 
finance,  to  rerive  pnblic  credit,  and  give  vigor  to  future  open* 
tions  ; — next  to  a  loan  of  money,  a  naval  force  was  to  be  denndi 
sufficient  to  maintain  a  constant  superiority  on  the  Americta 
coast ;  also  additional  succor  in  troops.  In  a  word,  a  mesns  d 
ciW)(M^ration  by  sea  and  land,  with  purse  and  sword,  competent 
by  a  decided  effort  to  attain,  once  for  all,  the  great  objects  of  the  ' 
alliance,  the  liberty  and  independence  of  the  United  States. 

He  was  to  show,  at  the  same  time,  the  ample  means  possoied 
by  the  nation  to  repay  the  loan,  from  its  comparative  freedom 
from  debt,  and  its  vast  and  valuable  tracts  of  unsettled  landii 
tlie  variety  and  fertility  of  its  climates  and  soils,  and  its  sdnih 
ta<^*8  of  every  kind  for  a  lucrative  commerce,  and  rapid  increisa 
uf  jH)pulation  and  prosperity. 

Scarce  had  Colonel  Laurens  been  appointed  to  this  mission, 
when  a  painful  occurrence  proved  the  urgent  necessity  of  the  re- 
quired  aid. 

In  the  arrangement  for  winter-quarters,  the  Pennsylnnii 
lino,  consisting  of  six  regiments,  was  hutted  near  Morristown. 
These  troops  had  experienced  th^  hanlships  and  privations  com- 
mon to  the  whole  armv.  General  Wavne,  who  commanded  them, 
had  a  soldier's  sym])athy  in  the  sufferings  of  his  men,  and  speab 
of  them  in  feeling  language :  "  Poorly  clothed,  badly  fed,  im 
worse  j)aid,"  writes  he,  "  some  of  them  not  having  receired  » 
]»ai>er  dollar  for  near  twelve  months ;  exposed  to  winter's  piff"^ 
ing  cold,  to  drifting  snows  and  chilling  blasts,  with  no  protection 
but  old  worn-out  coats,  tattered  linen  overalls,  and  but  one  \i^ 
ket  between  three  men.  In  this  situation  the  enemy  begin  to 
work  upon  their  passions,  and  have  found  means  to  circulate  a^no 
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odinatininn  among  them.  *  •  •  The  officers  in  general, 
well  as  myself  find  it  necessary  to  stand  for  hours  every  day 
|»sed  to  wind  and  weather  among  the  poor  naked  fellows, 
lile  they  are  working  at  their  huts  and  redoubts,  often  assist- 
^  with  oar  own  hands,  in  order  to  produce  a  conviction  to  their 
inds  that  we  share,  and  more  than  share,  every  vicissitude  in 
mmon  with  them :  sometimes  asking  to  participate  their  bread 
td  water.  The  good  effect  of  this  conduct  b  very  conspicuous, 
id  prevents  their  murmuring  in  public ;  but  the  delicate  mind 
id  eye  of  humanity  are  hurt,  very  much  hurt,  at  their  visible 
stress  and  private  complainings." 
How  strongly  is  here  depicted  the  trials  to  which  the  soldiers 
the  Bevolution  were  continually  subjected.  But  the  Pennsyl- 
inia  line  had  an  additional  grievance  peculiar  to  themselves, 
[any  of  them  had  enlisted  to  serve  ^^  for  three  years,  or  during 
ar,**  that  is  to  say,  for  less  than  three  years  should  the  war  cease 
I  less  time.  When,  however,  having  served  for  three  years,  they 
oaght  their  discharge,  the  officers,  loth  to  lose  such  experienced 
oUierB,  interpreted  the  terms  of  enlistment  to  mean  three  years, 
»r  to  the  end  of  the  war,  should  it  continue  for  a  longer  time. 

This  chicanery  naturally  produced  great  exasperation.  It 
ms  heightened  by  the  conduct  of  a  deputation  from  Pennsylva^ 
nil,  which,  whUe  it  left  veteran  troops  unpaid,  distributed  gold 
^7  handsful  among  raw  six-month  levies,  whoso  time  was  expir- 
>%  as  bounties  on  their  re-enlisting  for  the  war. 

The  first  day  of  the  New  Year  arrived.  The  men  were  ex- 
ited hy  an  extra  allowance  of  ardent  spirits.  In  the  evening,  at 
^  preconcerted  signal,  a  great  part  of  the  Pennsylvania  line,  non- 
^^'ounissioned  officers  included,  turned  out  under  arms,  declaring 
^^  intention  to  march  to  Philadelphia,  and  demand  redress 
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iTDm  CungroB.  Wajim  endMTorad  to  ftMfUbam;  A^f««nw 
longer  lo  be  pacifiod  bf  word&  H«  ooi^fld  b  pfakah}  hwii-- 
sUnt  their  bsjoneti  wen  at  Ui  bnaaL  **  W«  Ian,  «e  nprt 
you,"  cried  tiwj,  **bat  yoa  an  a  daad  bud  if  70a  An.    DimI 

rnisUke  ui;  we  are  not  gmag  to  the  enemy:  wwe  tbeyaovt* 
come-oat,  joo  would  aee  na  flgfat  under  toot  otden  with  « nA 
remdatioD  and  alacrity  u  ever."  * 

Thnr  threat  was  not  an  idle  one.  In  an  attempt  to  nppM 
the  mutiny  tliere  was  a  bloody -aftay,  in  which  anmben  «<» 
wounded  on  both  aides  j  amoog  whom  were  sareral  offioen  On 
captain  was  killed. 

Three  r^Tmenta  which  had  taken  no  part  in  the  modsy  *■■ 
paraded  under  their  officers.  The  mntineers  cmnpeHed  tbtm  to 
join  their  ranks.  Their  nimiber  being  increased  to  abont  thiitM 
hundred,  they  seited  npon  six  field-pieces,  and  set  oat  in  dM 
night  for  PhiUdelpbia  ander  command  of  their  sergeants 

Fearing  the  enemy  might  take  advantage  of  this  ootbmk, 
Wayne  detached  a  Jersey  brigade  to  Chatham,  and  onload  tU 
militia  to  be  called  ont  there.  Alarm  fires  were  kindled  npn  lb 
hills;  alarm  guns  boomed  fiom  poet  to  post;  the  eoontry*)' 
soon  on  the  alert. 

Wajne  was  not  "Had  Anthony"  on  the  present  oennV' 
All  his  measores  were  taken  with  judgment  and  fmecait  Bi 
sent  provisions  after  the  matineeia,  lest  they  shoiild  mipplj  Ib^ 
wanle  from  the  conntiy  people  by  force.  Two  aStstsn  et  1^ 
Bparred  to  Philadelphia,  to  apprise  Gongreaa  of  the  appmck  ^ 
the  insargents,  and  pnt  it  npon  its  guard.  W«yne  nDtsd*- 
patch  with  news  of  the  outbreak  to  WashingUm }  be  than  MMrtM 

•  QofaKT^  Hwndr  </  U^  Sluw,  p.  BS. 
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se,  and  accompanieU  by  Colonels  Bntler  and  Stewart, 
icere  popular  with  the  troops,  Bet  off  after  tUe  mutineers, 
r  to  bring  them  to  a  halt,  or  to  keep  with  them,  and  eeek 

to  exert  a  favorable  influence  over  them. 
|iraahin{,'ttiD  received  Wayne's  letter  at  his  head-qaarters  at 
I  Windsor  on  the  3d  of  January.  His  first  impulse  was  to 
e  for  the  insurgent  camp.  Second  thoughts  showed 
•  ImpolicT  of  Hucb  a,  move.  Before  he  could  overtake  the  muti- 
Iters,  they  would  either  have  returued  to  their  duty,  or  their 
(But  would  be  in  the  hands  of  Congress.  How  fur,  too,  could 
lie  on-n  IriMju)  be  left  with  safety,  distressed  as  they  were  for 
iloiliiug  anil  provisious  1  Beside,  the  navigation  of  the  Hudson 
»M  slill  open  ;  should  any  disiifiet^ion  appear  in  the  ueigbborlng 
putison  of  West  Point,  the  British  might  send  up  an  expedition 
bm  N'ew  York  to  take  advantage  of  it.  Under  these  circum- 
I,  be  determined  to  i;ontinue  at  New  Windsor. 

to  Wayne,  boivoier,  approving  of  bis  intention  to 

f  with  the  troops,   and  improve  every  favorable  interval  nf 

His  letter  breathes  ttiat  pa.ternal  spirit  with  wliieh  he 

over  the  army;  and  that  admirable  moderatiiin  mingled 

■  diKcipline  with  which  bo  managed  and  mouldctl  their  way- 

|1  moods.     '^  Opposition,"  said  he,  "  as  it  did  not  snuceed  in 

irsl  instance,  cannot  be  effectual  while  the  men  remain  to- 

|tr,  hot  will  keep  alive  resentment,  and  may  tempt  them  to 

ftabout  and  go  in  a  body  to  the  enemy  ;  who,  by  their  emie- 

e  every  argument  and  means  in  their  power  to  p«r- 

liBtUc  them  tiiat  it  is  their  only  asylum  ;  which,  if  they  find  their 

P^Mage  stopped  at  the  Delaware,  and  hear  that  the  Jersey  militia 

^1  collecting  in  their  rear,  they  maj'  think  but  too  probable.     I 

I,  therefore,  recommend  it  to  you  to  cross  the  Delaware  with 
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them,  draw  frum  them  wbat  they  conceive  to  be  their  prindpil 
grievam^eR,  and  promise  faithfnlly  to  repreeent  to  CongreMiDdtD 
the  State  the  substance  of  them,  and  endeavor  to  obtain  i  re- 
dress. If  they  could  be  stopped  at  Bristol  or  Germantown,  the 
lietter.  I  look  upon  it,  that  if  yon  can  bring  them  to  a  negodi- 
tion,  matters  may  be  afterwards  accommodated;  bat  that  an 
attempt  to  reduce  them  by  force  will  either  drive  them  to  the 
enemy,  or  dissipate  them  in  soch  a  manner  that  they  will  never 
be  recovered." 

How  clearly  one  reads  in  this  letter  that  temperate  and  ma^ 
nanimous  spirit  which  moved  over  the  troubled  waters  of  tlie 
Revolution,  allayed  the  fury  of  the  storms,  and  controlled  e?erj 
thing  into  peace. 

Having  visited  the  Highland  posts  of  the  Hudson,  and  satis- 
fied himself  of  the  fidelity  of  the  garrisons,  Washington  ordered 
a  detachment  of  eleven  hundred  men  to  be  ready  to  march  at  a 
moment's  warning.  General  Knox,  also^  was  despatched  by  him 
to  the  Eastern  States,  to  represent  to  their  governments  the 
altirming  crisis  produced  by  a  long  neglect  of  the  subsistence  of 
the  army,  and  to  urge  them  to  send  on  immediately  money,  cloth- 
ing, and  other  supplies  for  their  respective  lines. 

In  the  mean  time,  as  Washington  had  apprehended,  Sir 
Henrv  Clinton  received  intellio:ence  at  New  York  of  the  mutiny, 
and  hastened  to  profit  by  it.  Emissaries  were  despatched  to  the 
camp  of  the  mutineers,  holding  out  oflfers  of  pardon,  protectioDi 
and  ample  pay,  if  they  would  return  to  their  allegiance  to  the 
crown.  On  the  4th  of  January,  although  the  rain  poured  in  tcff^ 
rents,  troops  and  cannon  were  hurried  on  board  of  vessds  » 
every  description,  and  transportwl  to  Staten  Island,  Sir  Henry 
accompanying  them.     There  they  were  to  be  held  in  readings* 
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to  I»od  at  Amboy  in  the  Jereep.  slioulil  the  revoltere  be 

in  that  direction,  or  to  make  a  dn^h  at  West  Point,  ehuuld 

Separtore  of  Washington  teavc  that  jxjst  assailable. 

'neral   Wayne  and    his  companions,  Colonels   Bntler  and 

rt,  had  overtaken  the  insurgent  Iruops  on  the  3d  of  Jaiiu- 

<»t  Middlcbrook.     They  were  proceeding  in  military  form, 

tlie  control  of  a  self-constitated  board  of  sergeants,  whose 

were  implicitly  obeyed.     A  sergeant-major,  who  had  for- 

descrted  from  the  British  army,  had  the  general  command. 

Inferences  were  held  by  Wayne  with  sergeaots  delegated  from 

regimenL     They  appeared  to  be  satisfied  with  the  mode  and 

uses  of  redress  held  out  to  them  ;  hut  the  main  body  of  the 

meers  persiattd  in  revolt,  and  proceeded  on  the  next  day  to 

Beton.     Wayne  hoped  they  might  continue  further  on,  and 

d  gladly  ha^e  seen  them  across  the  Delaware,  beyond  the 

nfloence  of  the  enemy ;  but  their  leaders  clung  to  Princeton,  lest 

n  further  movements  they  might  not  be  able  to  keep  their  fol- 

tiwent  together.      Their  procccJiaga  continued    to  be  orderly ; 

nilitary  forms  were  still  observed;   they  obeyed  their  leaders, 

whaved  well  to  the  people  of  the  counlry,  and  committed  no 

ixcesscM. 

General  Wayne  and  Colonels  Butler  and  Stewart  remained 
with  tbcm  in  an  equivocal  position  ;  jiopular,  but  without  author- 
ii;,  and  almost  in  durance.  The  insurgents  professed  themselves 
Kill  ready  to  matoh  under  tbcm  against  the  euemy,  but  would 
l«nnil  mine  other  of  their  former  officers  to  come  among  them. 
Tin;  Murquis  de  Lafayette,  General  St.  Clair  and  Colonel  Lau- 
WM,  ihe  newly-appointed  minister  lo  France,  arrived  at  the  camp 
»n(]  were  admitted ;  but  afterwards  were  ordered  away  at  a  short 
notice. 
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The  news  of  the  revolt  camied  great  coiuteniatian  in  FUIap 
delphia.     A  committee  of  Congress  set  off  to  meet  the  illn^ 
gents,  accompanied  by  Reed,  the  president  of  Pennsyl? ami|  nd 
one  or  two  other  oflkers,  and  escorted  by  a  city  troop  of  bone. 
The  committee  halted  at  Trenton,  whence  President  Beed  wiote 
to  Wayne,  requesting  a  personal  interview  at  four  o'clock  in  thi 
afternoon,  at  four  miles'  distance  from  Princeton.    Wayne  mi 
moreover  told  to  inform  the  troops,  that  he  (Heed)  would  be  thoe 
to  receive  any  propositions  from  them,  and  redress  any  injcriei 
they  might  have  sustained ;  but  that,  after  the  indignities  th^ 
had  otferetl  to  the  marquis  and  General  St  Clair,  he  coold  vA 
venture  to  put  himself  in  their  power. 

Wayne,  knowing  that  the  letter  was  intended  for  his  troops 
more  th.'in  for  himself,  read  it  publicly  on  the  parade.  It  bad  t 
gO(Hl  effect  u(x>n  the  sergeants  and  many  of  the  men.  Tbe  iilea 
that  the  president  of  their  State  should  liave  to  leave  tbe  seat  of 
govemnieut  and  stoop  to  treat  with  them,  touched  their  sectioDil 
pride  and  their  home  feelings.  They  gathered  round  tbe  borse- 
man  who  had  brought  tlie  letter,  and  inquired  anxiously  wbether 
Prosident  Uecd  wa.s  unkindly  disposed  towards  them ;  intimating 
privately  their  dislike  to  the  business  in  which  they  were  engaged. 

Still,  it  was  not  thought  prudent  for  President  Heed  to  trust 
himself  within  their  camp.  Wayne  promised  to  meet  him  on  thfl 
following  day  (7th),  though  it  seemed  uncertain  whether  be  *«« 
master  of  himself,  or  whether  he  was  not  a  kind  of  prisoner. 
Tidings  had  just  been  received  of  the  movements  of  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  and  of  tempting  overtures  he  intended  to  make,  and  it 
was  feart^d  the  men  might  listen  to  them.  Three  of  the  light- 
horse  were  sent  in  the  direction  of  Amboy  to  keep  a  look-oot  W 
any  lauding  of  l\ie  en^my. 
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I  this  critical  jonctiire,  two  of  Sir  Henry's  eraiEsarics  arrival 
eAinp,  and  delivered  to  the  leaders  of  the  malcontents,  a 
contaiuiDg  his  seductive  proposals  and  promises-  The 
ten,  thoQgb  openly  arrayed  in  arms  against  their  govern- 
;  ipunied  at  the  idea  of  turning  "  Arnolds,"  as  they  termed 
Qke  emissaries  were  seized  and  conducted  to  General  Wayne, 
'mI  iht^ED  iQ  cunfiDcment,  prnmising  that  they  EhauUl  be 
led,  sliould  the  pending  negotiation  fail. 

cident  had  a  great  cffoct  in  inspiring  hope  of  the  ulti* 
Wully  of  the  troops ;  and  the  favorable  representations  of 
nper  of  the  men,  made  by  General  Wayne  in  a  personal 
lew,  determined  President  Reed  to  venture  among  them. 
msequences  of  their  desertion  to  the  enemy  were  tiw  alarm- 
be  risked.  "  I  have  but  one  life  to  lose,"  said  he,  "  and 
imtry  has  the  first  claim  to  it,"  * 

I  he  approached  Princeton  with  his  suite,  he  found  guards 
rfy  posted,  who  turned  out  and  saluted  liim  in  military 
The  whole  line  was  drawn  out  under  arms  near  the  col- 
Hoi  the  artillery  on  the  point  of  firing  a  salute.  He  pre- 
|d  it,  leet  it  should  alarm  the  country.  It  was  a  hard  task 
ba  to  ride  along  the  line  as  if  reviewing  troops  regularly 
liied ;  but  the  crisis  required  some  sacrifice  of  the  kind, 
•ergeants  were  all  in  the  places  of  their  respective  officers, 
Bdutdl  the  president  as  he  passed ;  never  were  mutineers 
Orderly  and  decorous. 

ie  prrtposttions  now  offered  to  the  troops  were. — To  dio- 
|l  all  those  who  had  enlisted  indefinitely  for  three  years  or 
K  the  war;  the  fact  to  be  inquired  into  by  three  commia- 

m  tha  Eiocutirs  Cciiuioil. 
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sionera  appointed  by  the  executive— where  the  original  enfistfflcnt 
could  not  be  produced  in  eridencey  the  oeth  of  the  aoldkr  to 
Butlice. 

To  give  immediate  certificates  for  the  deficit  in  thdr  pij 
caused  bv  the  depreciation  of  the  cunencT,  and  the  arreangei  to 
U'  settled  as  soon  as  circmnstances  would  permit. 

To  furnish  them  immediately  with  certain  specified  articles  of 
(*lothing  which  were  most  wanted. 

These  propositions  proving  satisfactory,  the  troops  set  oat  for 
Trenton,  where  the  negotiation  was  concluded. 

Moat  of  the  artillerists  and  many  of  the  infantry  obtained 
their  dis(*harp:es ;  some  on  their  oaths,  others  on  account  of  the 
va;::ue  tt*rms  under  which  thev  had  been  enlisted ;  forty  davs'  for- 
lough  was  given  to  the  rest,  and  thus,  for  a  time,  the  whole  insll^ 
gen  I  foR*e  was  dissolved. 

The  two  sj)ies  who  had  tampered  with  the  fidelity  of  the 
troops,  were  tried  by  a  court-martial,  found  guilty,  and  hanged 
at  the  cross-roads  near  Trenton.  A  reward  of  fifty  guineas  each, 
was  olfered  to  two  sergeants  who  had  arrested  and  delivered  them 
up.  They  declined  accepting  it ;  sa^dng,  they  had  merely  acted 
by  order  of  the  board  of  sergeants.  The  hundred  guineas  were 
then  offered  to  the  board.  Their  reply  is  worthy  of  record.  "It 
was  not,**  said  they,  "  for  the  sake  or  through  any  expectation  of 
reward,  but  for  the  love  of  our  country,  that  we  sent  the  spies 
immediately  to  General  Wayne;  we  therefore  do  not  consider 
ourselves  entitled  to  any  other  reward  but  the  love  of  our  coun- 
try, and  do  jointly  agree,  to  accept  of  no  other.** 

The  accommodatiim  entered  into  with  the  mutineers  of  the 
Pennsylvania  line  appeared  to  Washington  of  doubtful  policy, 
and  likely  to  have  a  pernicious  efiect  on  the  whole  army.    Hi» 


n.]  unriKG  of  jebset  TROOPa  203 

prehensimis  were  soon  justified  bj  events.  On  the  night  of  the 
*th  of  Janaary,  a  part  of  the  Jersey  troops,  stationed  at  Pomp- 
0,  rose  in  arms,  claiming  the  same  terms  just  yielded  to  the 
fonsylTanians.  For  a  time,  it  was  feared  the  revolt  would 
read  throughout  the  line. 
Sir  Henrj  Clinton  was  again  on  the  alert  Troops  were  sent 
Staten  Island  to  be  ready  to  cross  into  the  Jerseys,  and  an 
lissary  was  despatched  to  tempt  the  mutineers  with  seductive 


In  this  instance,  Washington  adopted  a  more  rigorous  course 
an  in  the  other.  The  present  insurgents  were  not  so  formida- 
»  in  point  of  numbers  as  the  Pennsylvanians ;  the  greater  part 
tfaem,  also,  were  foreigners,  for  whom  he  felt  less  sympathy 
ui  for  native  troops.  He  was  convinced  too  of  the  fidelity  of 
e  troops  under  his  immediate  command,  who  were  from  the 
latem  States.  A  detachment  from  the  Massachusetts  line  was 
ut  under  Major-general  Howe,  who  was  instructed  to  compel 
e  mutineers  to  unconditional  submission ;  to  grant  them  no 
rms  while  in  arms,  or  in  a  state  of  resistance ;  and  on  their 
rrender,  instantly  to  execute  a  few  of  the  most  active  and  in- 
ndiary  leaders.  "  You  will  also  try,"  added  he,  "  to  avail  your- 
If  of  the  services  of  the  militia,  representing  to  them  how  dan- 
sroos  to  civil  liberty,  is  the  precedent  of  armed  soldiers  dictat- 
g  to  their  country." 

His  orders  were  punctually  obeyed,  and  were  crowned  with  com- 
lete  success.  Howe  had  the  good  fortune,  after  a  tedious  night 
larch,  to  surprise  the  mutineers  napping  in  their  huts  jiist  at 
aybreak.  Five  minutes  only  were  allowed  them  to  parade  with- 
ut  their  arms  and  give  up  their  ringleaders.  This  was  instantly 
omplied  with,  and  two  of  them  were  executed  on  the  ei^t. 
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Thus,  the  mntiny  was  quelled,  the  oflfeen  resumed  dieir  ooo* 
mand,  and  all  things  were  restored  to  order.* 

Thus  terminated  an  insarrection,  which,  bt  a  time,  b»i 
spread  alarm  among  tlie  friends  of  American  liheity,  and  excited 
the  highest  hopes  of  its  foes.  The  circumstances  connected  witli 
it  had  ultimately  a  beneficial  effect  in  strengthening  the  confi- 
dence of  those  friends,  by  proving  that,  however  the  Americans 
might  quarrel  with  their  own  government,  nothing  could  agvs 
rallv  them  under  the  roval  standard. 

A  great  cause  of  satisfaction  to  Washington  was  the  ntific^* 
tion  of  the  articles  of  confederation  between  the  States,  ^^^ 
took  place  not  long  after  this  agitating  juncture.  A  set  of  arti* 
cles  hail  been  submitted  to  Congress  by  Dr.  Franklin,  as  far  back 
as  1775.  A  form  had  been  prepared  and  digested  by  acomnU'* 
tee  in  177G,  and  agreed  upon,  with  some  modifications  in  Ihm 
but  hatl  ever  since  remained  in  abeyance,  in  consequence  of  ob- 
jections made  by  individual  States.  The  confederation  v«  no* 
complete,  and  Washington,  in  a  letter  to  the  President  of  Con- 
gress, congratulated  him  and  the  body  over  which  he  presided,  od 
an  event  long  wished  for,  and  which  he  hoped  would  hare  the 
happiest  effects  upon  the  politics  of  this  country,  and  beef  essen- 
tial service  to  our  cause  in  Europe. 

It  was,  after  all,  an  instrument  far  less  eflicacious  than  it< 
advocates  had  anticipated ;  but  it  served  an  important  pvpose  m 
binding  the  States  together  as  a  nation,  and  keeping  them  fnjm 
falling  asunder  into  individual  powers,  after  the  pressure  of  ^' 
temal  danger  should  cease  to  operate. 

*  Memoir  of  Mi^r  Shaw,  by  Hod.  JoaUh  Qoincy,  pi  99, 
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IB  annament  with  which  Arnold  boasted  he  was  '^  to  shake 
B  continent,"  met  with  that  boisterous  weather  which  often 
^  along  our  coast  in  the  winter.  His  ships  were  tempest-tost 
d  scattered,  and  half  of  his  cavalry  horses  and  several  of  his 
08  had  to  be  thrown  overboard.  It  was  the  close  of  the  year 
^  he  anchored  in  the  Chesapeake. 

Virginia,  at  the  time,  was  almost  in  a  defenceless  state. 
'Ton  Steuben,  who  had  the  general  command  there,  had  recently 
^hed  such  of  his  regular  troops  as  were  clothed  and  equipped, 
ther^uth,  to  reinforce  General  Greene.  The  remainder,  five 
six  hundred  in  number,  deficient  in  clothing,  blankets,  and 
ts,  were  scarcely  fit  to  take  the  field,  and  the  volunteers  and 
'itia  lately  encamped  before  Portsmouth,  had  been  disbanded. 
V'emor  Jefferson,  on  hearing  of  the  arrival  of  the  fieet,  called 

the  militia  from  the  neighboring  counties ;  but  few  could  be 
tooted  on  the  spur  of  the  momenu  for  the  whole  country  was 
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terror-stricken  and  in  confiimon.     HAving  land  and  sea  faeeiit 

his  command,  Arnold  opened  the  new  year  with  a  bnocaneeriDg 
ravage.  Ascending  James  Biver  with  some  small  Tcsedi  whkk 
be  had  captured,  be  landed  oii  the  fourth  of  January  with  wm 
hundred  men  at  Westover,  about  twenty-five  miles  below  Bich- 
roond,  and  pushed  for  the  latter  place,  at  that  time  little  more 
than  a  village,  though  the  metropolis  of  Virginia.  Halting  fiff 
the  night  within  twelve  mOes  of  it,  he  advanced  on  the  fcUowing 
day  with  as  much  military  parade  as  possible,  so  as  to  strike  te^ 
ror  into  a  militia  patrol,  which  fled  back  to  Richmond,  reporting 
that  a  British  force,  fifteen  hundred  strong,  was  at  hand. 

It  was  Arnold*s  hope  to  capture  the  governor ;  but  the  latttf) 
after  providing  for  the  security  of  as  much  as  possible  of  the  pob* 
lie  stores,  had  left  Kiohmond  the  evening  before  on  horseback  to 
join  his  family  at  Tuckahoe,  whence,  on  the  following  dav,  be 
conveyed  them  to  a  place  of  safety.  Governor  Jefierson  got  back 
by  noon  to  Manchester,  on  the  opposite  side  of  James  Biver,  in 
time  to  see  Arnold's  marauders  march  into  the  town.  Manj<v 
the  inhabitants  had  fled  to  the  country ;  some  stood  terrified  sp^ 
tators  on  the  hills ;  not  more  than  two  hundred  men  were  in  arms 
for  the  defence  of  the  place ;  these,  after  firing  a  few  volleys,  re- 
treated to  Richmond  and  Shockoe  Hills,  whence  they  were  driven 
by  the  cavalry,  and  Arnold  had  possession  of  the  capital.  He 
sent  some  of  the  citizens  to  the  governor,  offering  to  spare  the 
town,  proWded  his  ships  might  come  up  James  River  to  be  laden 
with  tobacco  from  the  warehouses.  His  offer  was  indignant!/ 
rejected,  whereupon  fire  was  set  to  the  public  edifices,  stores,  and 
workshops ;  private  houses  were  pillaged,  and  a  great  quantity  <* 
tobacco  consumed. 

While  this  Was  going  on,  Gokmel  Simcoe  had  been  detichri 
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rHlliam,  8ii  miles  up  tUe  river,  where  he  destroyeii  a  cannon 
iry  sad  eiu;ke<l  a  public  magazine ;  broke  off  the  trunnioag 

|he  cannon,  and  threw  ialo  the  river  the  powder  which  he 
carry  away,  and,  after  effecting  a  complete  devastation, 

bed  Amuld  at  Richmond,  which  during  the  ensuing  night 
nded  with  the  drunken  orgies  of  the  eoldiery. 
laving  completed  his  ravage  at  Richmond,  Arnold  re-em- 

ked  at  Weslover  and  fell  slowly  down  the  river,  landing  ocea- 

ully  tji  hum,  plunder,  and  destroy  ;  pursued  by  Steuben  with 
Continental  troops  and  all  the  militia  that  he  could  muster, 
ral  Nelson,  also,  with  similar  levies  opposed  him.  Lower 
the  river  some  skirmiabing  took  place,  a  few  of  Arnold's 

|(  were  killed  and  a  number  wounded,  but  he  made  his  way 

Vtsmoutb,  opposite  Norfolk,  where  he  took  post  on  the  20th 

hnuary,  and  proceeded  to  fortify- 

Steuhen  would  have  attempted  to  drive  him  from  this  poei- 
but  bis  means  were  totally  inadequate.  Collecting  from 
la  parts  of  the  country  all  the  force  that  could  be  mustered, 

b  disposed  it  at  different  points  as  to  hem  the  traitor  in,  pre- 
Diaking  further  incursions,  and  drive  him  back  U>  his 

^climents  should  lie  attempt  any. 

6ovemor  Jefferson  returned  to  Richmond  after  the  enemy  bad 

^  and  wrote  thence  to  the  commander-in-chief  an  account  of 
lavaging  incursion  of  "  the  parricide  Arnold."     It  was  ntor- 

kg  to  Washington  to  see  so  inconsiderable  a  party  commit- 
tnch  extensive  depredations  with  impunity,  but  it  was  bis 
on  that  their  principal  object  waa  to  make  a  diversion  in 
'  of  Cornwallis ;  and  as  tlio  evila  to  be  apprehended  from 
M'b  predatory  incursions  were  not  to  be  compared  with  the 

1^  ti>  the  common  cause,  and  ihe  danger  to  Virginia  in  par- 
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ticnlttr,  which  would  raolt  from  the  eonqiMit  of  As  SlitaitQ Ai 
•oQthward,  he  a^j^^'^  Jcflbnoa  Boi  to  pennit  attaBtMB  toiBM' 
diate  safety  to  to  engrov  hia  thoogfata  aa  to  difvrt  .Urn  bm 
measarea  fi>r  reiiifercing  the  Sontheni  amy. 

Aboat  this  time  an  important  lesoIatioQ  waa  adopted  iftOoB* 
greaa.  Waslungton  had  repeatedly,  in  hia  oommnmeatioH  to 
that  body,  attrihated  much  of  the  diatreaaea  and  diaaatenof  da 
war  to  the  congreaaiooal  mode  of  condncting  bomwM  dmng^ 
eommitteea  and  '^boardSi**  thus  canring  irregularity  and  ddiji 
prerenting  secrecy  and  augmenting  expense.  He  was  gRt^T 
rejoiced,  therefore,  when  Congress  decided  to  appdnt  bfldiflt 
departments ;  secretaries  of  foreign  affidrs,  of  war  and  of  nuriM) 
and  a  saperiDtcndent  of  finance.  ^'  I  am  happy,  thrice  happj,  on 
private  as  well  as  public  acconnt,'*  writes  he,  ^'  to  find  that  theff 
are  in  train.  For  it  will  ease  my  shoulders  of  an  immense  biu^ 
then,  which  the  deranged  and  perplexed  situation  of  oar  aiuiBi 
and  the  distresses  of  every  department  of  the  army,  had  pl<c^ 
upon  them.^ 

General  Sullivan,  to  whom  this  was  written,  and  who  wis  id 
Congress,  was  a  warm  friend  of  Washington's  aide-de^aoP) 
Colonel  Hamilton,  and  he  sounded  the  commander-in-chief  tf  to 
the  qualifications  of  the  colonel  to  take  charge  of  the  departm^t 
of  finance.  ^<  I  am  unable  to  answer,**  replied  Washington)  *^^ 
cause  I  never  entered  upon  a  discussion  with  him,  bat  this  I  ^ 
venture  to  advance,  from  a  thorough  knowledge  of  him,  that  thcro 
are  few  men  to  be  found  of  his  age,  who  have  more  general  kiM^' 
ledge  than  he  possesses ;  and  none  whose  soul  is  more  finnlj  ^ 
gaged  in  the  cause,  or  who  exceeds  him  in  prolnty  and  stei&V 
virtue.** 

This  was  a  wana  eologinm  for  one  of  Wadiingtun*B  ciictf** 
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it  cWftctor,  but  it  was  sincere.  Hamillun  bA<l  been  four 
ia  his  militAi7  family,  and  alwaye  treated  by  bim  with 
itd  attention  and  regard.  Indeed,  it  had  surprised  many  to 
K  Touitg  a  man  admitted  like  a  veteran  into  bis  counsels-  It 
[but  a  few  days  after  Washington  had  penned  tbe  eulogium 
Iqooud,  when  a  scene  took  place  between  him  and  the  man 
jild  praised  so  liberally,  that  caused  bim  deep  cbagrio.  We 
)  it  OS  related  by  Hamdton  himself,  iu  a  letter  to  Geoeral 
liyler,  one  of  whose  daughters  be  bad  recently  married. 

Ln  unexpected  chauge  has  taken  place  in  my  situation," 

Hamilton  (Feb.  18).     "  I  am  no  longer  a  member  of  the 

I's  family.     This  information  will  surprise  you,  and  tbe 

t  of  the  change  will  BUrprise  you  more.     Two  days  ago 

;tencr»l  and  I  passed  each  other  oa  tbe  stairs : — be  told  me  be 

fiti  to  apeak  to  me.     I  answered  that  I  would  wait  on  him 

ABdiately.     I  went  below  ond  delivered  Mr.  Tilgbman  a  letter 

fce  sent  to  tbe  commissary,  containing  an  order  of  a  pressing 

liateresting  nature. 

'Betuming  to  the  general,  I  was  stopped  on  tbe  way  by  the 

[uis  de  Lafayette,  and  we  conversed  together  about  a  minute 

9  matter  of  boelness.     He  can  testify  how  impatient  I  was  to 

.Wk,  and  that  I  left  him  in  a  manner,  which,  but  for  our 

,  would  have  been  more  than  abrupt.     lostead  of  fiml- 

^the  geoeral,  as  is  usual,  in  his  room,  I  met  him  at  tbe  hea>l 

ftbe  stairs,  wbere^  accosting  me  in  on  aiigry  tone,  '  Colonel 

lilton  (said  he),  you  have  kept  me  waiting  at  tbe  bead  of  tbo 

k|  ihese  lea  minutes ; — I  roust  tell  you,  sir,  you  treat  me  with 

ipect.'      I    replied,  without   petulaocy,   but  with    decisiuu, 

Q  Dot  conscious  of  it,  sir ;   but  since  you  have  thought  it 

•ary  to  loll  me  bo,  wc  part.'     ■  Very  well,  sir  (said  he),  if 
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it  be  jtiax  elurioe,'  or  ■™"«*^™g  to  thk  lAec^  nd  «■  afariiL 

I  nncerely  beliere  loj  ai 


"  In  len  than  sn  boor  after,  mgfasun  cum  to  m  •  di 
general**  name,  aamring  me  (tf  hia  great  confldcnoe  in  mj  M- 
ties,  integrity,  naefalneai^  Ae^  and  </  bia  deni^  in  a  cnffil  na- 
▼eisation,  to  beal  a  difietence  which  ooold  not  han  h^pndU 
in  a  moment  of  paenoo.  I  teqaaatsd  Mr.  l^l^bmaa  to  tdl  k^ 
—lit.  That  I  had  taken  myreaolntion  in  a  mamMraottok 
leroked.  id.  That  aa  a  convtnatiaa  ooold  mm  bb  <Av  p- 
poae  than  (o  prodnoe  explanatiani^  nntaallj  diwgreeaM^  Ah^ 
I  certainlj  nould  not  refuse  an  interriev,  if  be  desiied  it,  jtt  I 
would  be  happy,  if  he  would  pennit  me  to  decline  it  Sd.  Tbt 
though  determined  to  leave  the  family,  the  same  pnnciplei  *lii<^ 
had  Icept  me  so  long  in  it,  woald  coDtinne  to  direct  my  ccoM 
towards  him  when  out  of  it.  4tb.  That,  however,  I  did  not  wiih 
to  diBtress  him,  or  the  public  businese,  by  quitting  him  hefiin  be 
coul<l  derive  other  assistance  by  the  return  of  some  of  the  gcnll^ 
men  who  were  absent.  Stb.  And  that,  in  the  mean  time,  il  de- 
pended on  him  to  let  our  behavior  to  each  other  be  the  rum  u 
if  nothing  bad  happened.  He  consented  to  decline  tbs  convex 
sation,  and  thanked  me  for  my  offer  of  oontinning  my  aid  io  the 
manner  I  bad  menUoned. 

"  I  have  given  you  so  particular  a  detail  of  onr  difecM 
from  the  desire  I  hare  to  justify  myself  in  yoor  <qiinioo.  To- 
haps  yon  may  think  I  was  precipitate  in  rejecting  the  orcrtm 
made  by  the  general  to  an  accommodation.  I  asenre  joi,  i*J 
dear  sir,  it  was  not  the  effect  of  resentment ;  it  was  the  dd^ 
ate  result  of  maxims  I  had  long  formed  for  the  guTcnunaita 
my  own  madoct.'' 
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b  considering  this  occurrenco,  as  stated  hy  Ilamilton  Iilni' 
*e  think  he  was  in  the  wrong.  His  hurrying  past  the  gen- 
M  the  stairs  without  pausing,  although  the  latter  expressed  a 
to  speak  with  him ;  his  giving  do  reason  (ot  his  haste,  whieh, 
Iter  "pressing"  the  letter  ho  had  to  deliver,  ho  could  have 
ti  at  least  a  moment  to  do ;  his  tarrying  below  to  talk  with 
Hirquia  de  Lafayette,  the  general  all  this  time  remaining  at 
head  of  the  stairs,  had  certainly  an  air  of  great  disrespect, 
ire  do  not  wonder  that  the  comnaaailer-in -chief  was  deeply 
ided  at  being  so  treated  by  his  youthful  aide-de-camp.     Hia 

of  displeasure  was  raeasurod  and  dignified,  however 

BitUed  he  may  have  been,  and  micb   an  explanation,  at  least, 
pH  due  to  him,  as  Hamilton  subsequently  rendered  to  Oeneral 
K^yler,  through  a  desire  to  justify  himself  in  that  gentleman's 
"pinion.     The  reply  of  Hamilton,  on  the  contrary,  savored  very 
of  petulance,  however  devoid  be  may  have  considered  it  of 
quality,  and  bis  avowed  determination  "  to  part,"  simply  he- 
taxed  by  the  general  with  want  of  respect,  was  singularly 

abrupL 

^uhington's  subsequent   overture:,  intended  to  soothe   the 

led  sensitiveness  of  Hamilton  and  soften  the  recent  rebohe, 

Tuiurances  of  unaltered  confidence  and  esteem,  strikes  us  as  in 

M  highest  degree  noble  and  gracious,  and  fumishee  another 

ice  of  that  magnanimity  which  guverned  his  whole  conduct. 

Irost  that  General  Schuyler,  in  reply  to  Hamilton's  appeal, 

d  that  he  had  indeed  been  precipitate  in  rejecting  such 

uro. 

le  luUowing  passage  in  Hamilton's  letter  to  Schuyler,  gives 

il  key  to  his  conduct  on  this  occasiou. 

^I  always  disliked  the  office  of  an  aide-de-camp,  as  having 
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in  it  A  kind  of  personal  dependence.  I  refbaed  to  serve  in  this 
capacity  with  two  Major-generalai  at  an  early  period  of  the  wir. 
Infected,  however,  with  the  enthnaiaBm  of  the  times,  an  idea  <i 
the  Generars  character  orercame  my  acmples^  and  induced  me  to 
accept  his  iDvitation  to  enter  into  his  family.  ^  *  It  lus  been 
often  with  great  difficulty  that  I  have  prevaQed  on  myself  not  to 
n*noance  it ;  hat  while,  from  motives  of  public  utility,  I  w 
doing  violence  to  my  feelings,  I  was  always  detenmned,  if  there 
should  ever  happen  a  breach  between  us,  never  to  consent  to  aa 
ai*c<>mmoilation.  I  was  persuaded  that  when  once  that  nice  bv- 
rier  which  marked  the  boundaries  of  what  we  owed  to  each  other 
should  be  thrown  down,  it  might  be  propped  again,  bat  coald 
iieviT  Ik;  restored." 

Hamilton,  in  fact,  had  long  been  ambitious  of  an  independent 
]M)sition.  ami  of  some  opportunity,  as  he  said,  '^  to  raise  bis  char- 
actor  a]x)ve  mediocrity."  When  an  expedition  by  Lafayette 
a<:ainst  Staten  Island  had  been  meditated  in  the  autumn  Oi 
1780,  he  had  applied  to  the  commander-in-chief,  through  the 
Marquis,  for  the  command  of  a  battalion,  which  was  vithoal  a 
field  officer.  Washington  had  declined  on  the  ground  that  giv- 
ing him  a  whole  l)attalion  might  be  a  subject  of  dissatisfaction, 
and  that  should  any  accident  hap^^en  to  him  in  the  actual  state 
of  atfairs  at  head-quarters,  the  commander-in-chief  would  be  em- 
kirrassed  for  want  of  his  assistance. 

He  liad  next  been  desirous  of  the  post  of  adjutant-general, 
which  Colonel  Alexander  Scammel  was  about  to  resign,  and  ^^ 
TtM^ommcnded  for  that  office  by  Lafayette  and  Greene,  but,  before 
their  recommendations  reached  Washington,  he  had  alread?  sent 
in  to  Congress  the  name  of  Brigadier-general  Hand,  who  recei^d 
the  nomination. 
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Tlieae  disftppofiDtments  may  have  rendered  Hamilton  doabtfal 
lis  beiBg  properly  appreciated  by  the  commander-in-chief; 
Mured  his  devotion  to  him,  and  determined  him,  as  he  says, 

there  should  ever  happen  a  breach  between  them,  never  to 
Bent  to  an  accommodaticm."  It  almost  looks  as  if,  in  his 
b-strong  and  sensitive  mood,  he  had  been  on  the  watch  for  an 
Doe,  and  had  grasped  at  the  shadow  of  one. 
Some  short  time  after  the  mpture  had  taken  place,  Washing- 
received  a  letter  from  Lafayette,  then  absent  in  Virginia,  in 
ch  the  Marquis  observes,  *'  Considering  the  footing  I  am  upon 
b  your  Excellency,  it  would,  perhaps,  appear  strange  to  you, 
1 1  never  mentioned  a  circumstance  which  lately  happened  in 
r  family.  I  was  the  first  who  knew  of  -it,  and  from  that  mo- 
lt exerted  every  means  in  my  power  to  prevent  a  separation, 
ch  I  knew  was  not  agreeable  to  your  Excellency.  To  this 
isore  I  was  prompted  by  affection  to  you ;  but  I  thought  it 
t  im{Nx>per  to  mention  any  thing  about  it,  until  you  were 
ised  to  impart  it  to  me.'' 
The  following  was  Washington's  reply :   "  The  event,  which 

seem  to  speak  of  with  regret,  my  friendship  for  you  would 
It  assuredly  have  induced  me  to  impart  to  you  the  moment  it 
pened,  had  it  not  been  for  the  request  of  Hamilton,  who  de- 
d  that  no  mention  should  'be  made  of  it.  Why  this  injunc- 
\  on  me,  while  he  was  communicating  it  himself^  is  a  little  ex- 
nrdinary.  But  I  complied,  and  religiously  fulfilled  it" 
We  are  happy  to  add,  that  though  a  temporary  coolness  took 
^  between  the  commander-in-chief  and  his  late  favorite  aide- 
ramp,  it  was  but  temporary.  The  friendship  between  these 
stnoos  men  was  destined  to  survive  the  Bevolution,  and  to 
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ngnalin  itnlf  throof^  wmbj  smtfid  jmn,  and  ^Ugtdt  moM 
in  the  oormpoadnwe  of  WHUngton  wimaat  at  tha  ImI  avitf 
oflusUb.* 


•  HItlMtlMM-tBH>^baa,tu4MiteMNBmUa«r*hbnTpa 
Mton  aal  nsM^,"  w»  vritlw  ty  Vadd^tan  bat  tMdtfiMbn  liiiMk, 
8rua%xL,Mi; 
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stress  of  war,  as  Washington  apprehended,  was  at  present 
ed  to  the  South.  In  a  former  chapter,  we  left  General 
tne,  in  the  latter  part  of  December,  posted  with  one  division 
is  army  on  the  east  side  of  the  Pedee  River  in  North  Caro- 
having  detached  General  Morgan  with  the  other  division, 
thousand  strong,  to  take  post  near  the  confluence  of  the  Pa- 
•  and  Broad  Rivers  in  South  Carolina. 
>omwallis  lay  encamped  about  seventy  miles  to  the  south- 
of  Greene,  at  Winnsborough  in  Fairfield  district  General 
ie  had  recently  arrived  at  Charleston  from  Virginia,  and  was 
Acmg  to  reinforce  him  with  fifteen  hundred  men.  This 
d  give  Gomwallis  such  a  superiority  of  force,  that  he  pre- 
d  for  a  second  invasion  of  North  Carolina.  His  plan  was  to 
^  Lord  Rawdon  at  the  central  post  of  Camden  with  a  consid- 
le  body  of  troops  to  keep  all  quiet,  while  his  lordship  by 
1  marches  would  throw  himself  between  Greene  and  Virginia, 
^m  off  from  all  reinforcements  in  that  quarter,  and  oblige 
^ther  to  make  battle  with  his  present  force,  or  retreat  pre- 
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c^itatdy  from  Nortb  CMmliiiai  whiA  «odd  te  dhpi 
ciUwr  case  GoniwiniB  oaunted  on  •  gnonl  linic^ 
kU;  •  t»f^iHMuaMit  of  ngal  gufmiunmt  in  Uh 
and  the  denring  nwaj  of  iD  iapeduMOls  to  fatfaff  1 
Urginin  and  Maryland. 

By  recent  infinmation»  he  learnt  that  Morgan  had 
the  Catawba  and  Broad  Biver^  and  waa  about  aefei 
the  northwest  of  him,  on  hia  way  to  the  district  of 
As  he  might  prore  extremely  fixmidable  if  left  in  his 
ton  was  sent  in  quest  of  him,  with  aboat  three  hondr 
of  his  fiunoQS  cavalry,  a  corps  of  legion  and  Ught  infi 
nmnber  of  the  royal  artillery  with  two  field  pieces;  a 
hnndred  choice  troops  in  all.  His  instmctions  wi 
Broad  River  for  the  protection  of  Ninety-Six,  and  eitl 
at  Morgan  and  posh  him  to  the  atmost ;  or  to  drive 
the  Goontry,  so  -as  to  prevent  his  giving  any  tron 
side. 

Gomwallis  moved  with  his  main  force  on  the  1211 
ber,  in  a  northwest  direction  between  the  Broad  Ri^ 
Catawba,  leading  toward  the  back  coontiy.  This 
purpose  of  crossing  the  great  rivers  at  their  fords 
soorces ;  for  they  are  fed  by  innumerable  petty  str 
drain  the  moantains,  and  are  apt  in  the  winter  time,  ^ 
of  rain  prevail,  to  swell  and  become  impassable  below 
He  took  this  route  also^  to  cut  off  Morgan's  retreat, 
his  junction  with  Oreene,  should  Tarleton*s  expeditioa 
object.  (General  Leslie,  whose  arrival  was  daily  ex 
to  move  np  along  the  eastern  side  of  the  Wateree  am 

*  ConWiUUi  %o  Loei  Ckocga  OenMia,  Marab  17. 
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iqnng  parmllel  with  his  lordship  and  joining  him  abof  e.  Every 
ing  on  the  part  of  Gomwallis  was  well  planned,  and  seemed  to 
muse  him  a  successful  campaign. 

Tarleton,  after  several  days'  hard  marching,  came  upon  the 
aces  of  Morgan,  who  was  posted  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Pa- 
llet, to  guard  the  passes  of  that  river.  He  sent  word  to  Com- 
iQiB  of  his  intention  to  force  a  passage  across  the  river,  and 
xnpel  Morgan  either  to  fight  or  retreat,  and  suggested  that  his 
idship  should  proceed  up  the  eastern  bank  of  Broad  River,  so 
I  to  be  at  hand  to  co-operate.  His  lordship,  in  consequence, 
nk  ap  a  position  at  Turkey  Creek,  on  Broad  River. 

Morgan  had  been  recruited  by  North  Carolina  and  Georgia 
liliUt,  so  that  his  force  was  nearly  equal  in  number  to  that  of 
Ueton,  but,  in  point  of  cavalry  and  discipline,  vastly  inferior, 
omwallis,  too,  was  on  his  left,  and  might  get  in  his  rear ;  check- 
ig  his  impulse,  therefore,  to  dispute  the  passage  of  the  Pacolet, 
i  crossed  that  stream  and  retreated  towards  the  upper  fords  of 
toftd  River. 

Tarleton  reached  the  Pacolet  on  the  evening  of  the  15th,  but 
ilted  on  observing  some  troops  on  the  opposite  bank.  It  was 
erdy  a  party  of  observation  which  Morgan  had  left  there,  but 
I  lapposed  that  officer  to  be  there  in  full  force  After  some 
uuBuvring  to  deceive  his  adversary,  he  crossed  the  river  beforp 
tjlight  at  Easterwood  shoals.     There  was  no  opposition.     Still 

proceeded  warily,  until  he  learnt  that  Morgan,  instead  of 
bg  in  his  neighborhood,  was  in  full  march  toward  Broad 
rer.  Tarleton  now  pressed  on  in  pursuit  At  ten  o'clock  at 
^ht  he  reached  an  encampment  which  Morgan  had  abandoned 
ew  hours  previously,  apparently  in  great  haste,  for  the  camp 
«  were  still  smoking,  and  provisions  had  been  left  behind  half* 
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cxk<<L  EAffPT  to  come  upon  bis  cnemT  whfle  in  tke  oaoibnii 
ci  A  ':::irr>l  dL^u  Tarleton  alloved  bis  exhaiuted  troops  bnti 
Irrf  rfjt.-^*?.  xzL  leering  his  baggage  imder  a  gnard,  roomed 
11*  i'^^i  zaanrh  aSxit  two  o'clock  in  tbe  nigbt;  tnunpiiig  ft^ 
vir-i  iL-'H^rh  5 vamps  and  rugged  broken  groands,  round  the 
wtKem  siie  :i  Tbioketr  Mountain.  A  little  before  davliglitof 
tbe  I7:h.  le  o^pSTired  two  videttos,  from  wbom  be  learnt,  toliii 


f:ir:  rls^f.  tha:  Morgan,  instead  of  a  beadlong  retreat,  bad  tiken 
a  nidi's  repose,  And  was  actaallv  preparing  to  give  him  bsttle. 

Vorsaa,  in  Uirt,  had  been  arged  by  bis  officers  to  retieit 
ak:r«>«s  loo-i  RiTer.  whioh  was  near  bv,  and  make  for  tbe  moos- 
tain- >c<  cocs:rT :  bar,  oIoswIt  pressed  as  be  was,  be  feared  to  be 
iver:Airr.  wLile  f^r::r.^  the  river,  and  while  bis  troops  were 
:a::j--:-:.  at.  I  ir.  '.x^riVis-.m :  l^de,  l»ein«;:  now  nearly  equal  in 
ii'^:nU :  :■"   ib^  e^eniy.  military  pride  would  not  suffer  him  to 

The  j'.j^.t:  «here  he  came  to  halt,  was  known  in  the  early 
j.-T.ir.:s  •  y  ihe  na:::e  o!  Hannah's  Cowpens,  being  part  of  a  gnu- 
inj  v>uV*.:<h!iient  of  a  man  named  Hannah.  It  was  in  an  open 
w^.\-L  favorable  to  the  action  cf  cavalrv.  There  were  two  cmi- 
ner.ccs  of  une^^oal  height,  and  separated  from  each  other  by  an 
in  tonal  alvui  ei^hiv  vards  wide.  To  the  first  eminence,  vhicb 
wiL<  ih'?  hiirhest,  there  was  an  easv  ascent  of  about  three  hundred 
yaril?.  On  these  heiirhts  Morgran  had  posted  himself.  His  toks 
Were  un  pro  tooted,  and  the  Broad  River,  running  parallel  on  hil 
rear,  a!x»ut  six  milt's  distant,  and  winding  round  on  the  left, 
would  out  off  retreat,  should  the  day  prove  unfortunate. 

The  ground,  in  the  opinion  of  tacticians,  was  not  well  cho- 
sen ;  Morgan,  a  veteran  bush-fighter,  vindicated  it  in  after  times 
in  his  own  characteristic  wav.     "Had  I  crossed  the  river, on* 
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If  of  the  militia  would  have  abandoned  me.  Had  a  swamp 
en  in  view,  they  would  have  made  for  it  As  to  covering  my 
ngBy  I  knew  the  foe  I  had  to  deal  with,  and  that  there  would 
nothing  bat  downright  fighting.  As  to  a  retreat,  I  wished  to 
t  off  aU  hope  of  one.  Should  Tarleton  surround  me  with  his 
ralrVy  it  would  keep  my  troops  from  breaking  away,  and  make 
sm  depend  upon  their  bayonets.  When  men  are  forced  to  fight, 
ij  will  sell  their  lives  dearly." 

In  arranging  his  troops  for  action,  he  drew  out  his  infantry 
two  lines.  The  first  was  composed  of  the  Nv>rth  and  South 
rolina  militia,  under  Colonel  Pickens,  having  an  advanced 
ps  of  North  Carolina  and  Georgia  volunteer  riflemen.  This 
e,  on  which  he  had  the  least  dependence,  was  charged  to  wait 
til  the  enemy  were  within  dead  shot ;  then  to  take  good  aim, 
t  two  volleys  and  fall  back. 

The  second  line,  drawn  up  a  moderate  distance  in  the  rear  of 
i  first,  and  near  the  brow  of  the  main  eminence,  was  composed 
Colonel  Howard's  light  infantry  and  the  Virginia  riflemen ; 
Continental  troops.  They  were  informed  of  the  orders  which 
1  been  given  to  the  first  line,  lest  they  should  mistake  their 
ling  back  for  a  retreat.  Colonel  Howard  had  the  command 
this  line,  on  which  the  greatest  reliance  was  placed. 

About  a  hundred  and  fifty  yards  in  the  rear  of  the  second 
e,  and  on  the  slope  of  the  lesser  eminence,  was  Colonel 
ashington's  troop  of  cavalry,  about  eighty  strong ;  with  about 
:j  mounted  Carolinian  volunteers,  under  Major  McCall,  armed 
th  sabres  and  pistols. 

British  writers  of  the  day  gave  Morgan  credit  for  uncommon 
ility  and  judgment  in  the  disposition  of  bis  force ;  placing  the 
litia,  in  whom  he  had  no  great  confidence,  in  full  view  on  the 
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edge  of  the  wood,  and  keeping  his  best  troops  oat  of  sg^t^  but 
drawn  up  in  excellent  order  and  prepared  for  aD  erenta* 

It  was  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  (Jan.  17thX  vbea 
Tarleton  came  up.  The  position  of  the  Americans  seemed  to 
liim  to  ^ve  great  advantage  to  his  cavalry,  and  he  made  hasty 
]ire{)aration  for  immediate  attack,  anticipating  an  easy  Tictory. 
Part  of  his  infantry  he  formed  into  a  line,  with  dragoons  on  each 
flank.  The  rest  of  the  infantry  and  cavalry  were  to  be  a  leservj^ 
and  to  wait  for  onlers. 

There  was  a  physical  difference  in  the  condition  of  the  ad-' 
verse  troo|«.     The  British  were  haggard  from  want  of  sleep  and 
a  rough  night-tramp ;  the  Americans,  on  the  contrary,  were  fresh 
from  a  iiiglit's  rest,  invigorated  by  a  morning's  meal,  and  delib- 
erately drawn  up.     Tarleton  took  no  notice  of  these  circnmstan- 
cos,  or  disregarded  thorn.     Impetuous  at  all  times,  and  now  con- 
fident of  victory,  he  did  not  even  wait  until  the  reserve  could  be 
placed,  but  led  on  his  first  line,  which  rushed  shouting  to  the 
attoi-k.     The  North  Carolina  and  Georgia  riflemen  in  the  ad- 
vani'c,  delivered  their  fire  with  effect,  and  fell  back  to  the  flanks 
of  Pickens'  militia.     These,  as  they  had  been  instructed,  waited 
until  the  enemy  were  within  fifty  yards,  and  then  made  a  de- 
structive volley,  but  soon  gave  way  before  the  push  of  the  bavo- 
net.     The  British  infantry  pressed  up  to  the  second  line,  while 
forty  of  their  cavalry  attacked  it  on  the  right,  seeking  to  tarn  iti 
flank.     Colonel  Howard  made  a  brave  stand,  and  for  some  time 
there  was  a  bloody  conflict ;  seeing  himself,  however,  in  danger 
of  being  outflanked,  he  endeavored  to  change  his  front  to  the 
right     His  orders  were  misunderstood,  and  liis  troops  were  M- 

*  AimujU  Register,  1781,  p.  56. 
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ig  into  confumon,  when  Morgan  rode  up  and  ordered  them  to 
Btreat  over  the  hill,  where  Colonel  Washington's  cavalry  were 
urried  forward  for  their  protection. 

The  British,  seeing  the  troops  retiring  over  the  hill,  rashed 
mrard  irregnlarly  in  pursuit  of  what  they  deemed  a  routed  foe. 
*o  their  astonishment,  they  were  met  by  Colonel  Washington's 
ragoons,  who  spurred  on  them  impetuously,  while  Howard's  in- 
intry  facing  about,  gave  them  an  effective  volley  of  musketry, 
ad  then  charged  with  the  bayonet 

The  enemy  now  fell  into  complete  confusion.  Some  few 
rtfllerymen  attempted  to  defend  their  guns,  but  were  cut  down 
r  taken  prisoners,  and  the  cannon  and  colors  captured.  A  panic 
uied  upon  the  British  troops,  aided  no  doubt  by  fatigue  and  ex- 
uistion.  A  general  flight  took  place.  Tarleton  endeavored  to 
ring  his  legion  cavalry  into  action  to  retrieve  the  day.  They 
ad  stood  aloof  as  a  reserve,  and  now,  infected  by  the  panic, 
imed  their  backs  upon  their  commander,  and  galloped  off 
hough  the  woods,  riding  over  the  flying  infantry. 

Fourteen  of  his  officers,  however,  and  forty  of  his  dragoons, 
mnained  true  to  him ;  with  these  he  attempted  to  withstand  the 
ittack  of  Washington's  cavalry,  and  a  fierce  melee  took  place ; 
but  on  the  approach  of  Howard's  infantry  Tarleton  gave  up  all 
for  lost,  and  spurred  off  with  his  few  but  faithful  adherents,  trust- 
ing to  the  speed  of  their  horses  for  safety.  They  made  for  Ham- 
ilton's ford  on  Broad  Biver,  thence  to  seek  the  main  army  under 
x>niwallis. 

The  loss  of  the  British  in  this  action  was  ten  officers  and 
bove  one  hundred  men  killed,  two  hundred  wounded,  and  be- 
^een  five  and  six  hundred  rank  and  file  made  prisoners ;  while 
e  Americans  had  but  twelve  men  killed  and  sixty  wounded. 
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The  disparitv  of  loss  sbowB  how  complete  had  iMen  tbe  ooidiiaoQ 
and  defeat  of  the  enemy.  "Daring  the  whole  period  of  th 
war.**  savs  one  of  their  own  writen,  "  no  other  actioo  reflected  m 
much  dishonor  on  the  British  arms.**  * 

The  spoils  taken  by  Morgan,  according  to  his  own  aocoont, 
were  two  field-pieces,  two  standards,  eight  hundred  muskets,  ou 
travelling  forge,  thirtv-five  waggons,  seventy  negroes,  upwirdiof 
one  hundred  dragoon-horses,  and  all  the  music  The  enenj, 
howcvor,  had  destroyed  most  of  their  baggage,  which  was  im- 
mer.st*. 

Morgan  did  not  linger  on  the  field  of  battle.  Leaving  Colo- 
nel Pickfus  with  a  body  of  militia  under  the  protection  of  a  Ibgi 
to  l*ury  the  dead  and  provide  for  the  wounded  of  both  armies,  be 
si*:  out  the  same  day  aK^ut  noon,  with  his  prisoners  and  spoik 
IatvI  iVriiwalliss  with  his  main  force,  was  at  Turkey  Creek,  only 
twoii;\'-tivo  miles  distant,  and  must  soon  hear  of  the  late  battle. 
His  objiVt  was  to  got  to  the  Catawba  before  he  could  be  inte^ 
ct  J  usl  by  his  lonlship,  who  lay  nearer  than  he  did  to  the  fords  of 
tli.i:  rivor.  IVfore  nightfall  he  crossed  Broad  River  at  the  Cheio- 
koc  foni,  and  halted  for  a  few  hours  on  its  northern  bank.  Be- 
fore* daylij:ht  of  the  ISih  he  was  again  on  the  march.  Colond 
Wo.'^liingtim,  who  had  been  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  rejoined  hia 
ir.  tho  course  of  the  day.  as  also  did  Colonel  Pickens,  who  h» 
lo:\  suoh  of  the  wounded  as  could  not  be  moved,  under  thcpn>- 
ttvtion  of  the  llag  of  truce- 
Still  iVaring  that  he  might  be  intercepted  before  heooold 
rva.h  the  Catawba,  he  put  his  prisoners  in  charge  of  Colonel 
Wasliikigton  and  the  cavalry,  with  orders  to  move  higher  op  ^ 

•  SatdBan,  iL  pw  S84. 
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be  ooontry  and  cross  the  main  Catawba  at  tlie  Island  ford ; 
rlule  he  himself  poshed  forward  for  that  river  by  the  direct 
OQte ;  thus  to  distract  the  attention  of  the  enemy  should  they 
»  in  pursuity  and  to  secnre  his  prisoners  from  being  recap- 
HBied. 

Gornwallis,  on  the  eventful  day  of  the  17th,  was  at  his  camp 
on  Turkey  Creek,  confidently  waiting  for  tidings  from  Tarleton 
cf  a  new  triumph,  when,  towards  evening,  some  of  his  routed 
dngoons  came  straggling  into  camp,  haggard  and  forlorn,  to  tell 
the  tale  of  his  defeat.  It  was  a  thunder-stroke.  Tarleton  de- 
fctted !  and  by  the  rude  soldier  he  had  been  so  sure  of  entrap- 
ping! It  seemed  incredible.  It  was  confirmed,  however,  the 
Beit  morning,  by  the  arrival  of  Tarleton  himself,  discomfited  and 
CRst-fallen.  In  his  account  of  the  recent  battle,  he  represented 
tbe  force  under  Morgan  to  be  two  thousand.  This  exaggerated 
Mtimate,  together  with  the  idea  that  the  militia  would  now  be  out 
in  great  force,  rendered  his  lordship  cautious.  Supposing  that 
Morgan,  elated  by  his  victory,  would  linger  near  the  scene  of  his 
^nmph,  or  advance  toward  Ninety-Six,  Cornwallis  remained  a 
^y  or  two  at  Turkey  Creek  to  collect  the  scattered  remains  of 
Tarleton*s  forces,  and  to  wait  the  arrival  of  General  Leslie,  whose 
'^vch  had  been  much  retarded  by  the  waters,  but  who  '^  was  at 
•■«*  out  of  the  swamps." 

Oq  the  19th,  having  been  rejoined  by  Leslie,  his  lordship 
"*oved  towards  King*s  Creek,  and  thence  in  the  direction  of 
^g's  Mountain,  until  informed  of  Morgan's  retreat  toward  the 
^wba.  Cornwallis  now  altered  his  course  in  that  direction, 
^^  trusting  that  Morgan,  encumbered,  as  he  supposed  him  to 
^  l>y  prisoners  and  spoils,  might  be  overtaken  before  he  could 


ooa  that  rivw,  datifOliMl »  part  of  iita  fi 
pnimit  of  him,  vhilo  ho  fbUowtd  «n  with  &m  n 

Nothing,  H7  th«  BtiHA  chnoioki^  «wld  osaid  UM«Mf- 
tioDi  of  Uta  deUohnMnt;  bat  Horgu  BnooMdad  is  ntdnf  tb 
CAUwba  and  croving  it  in  the  ovening,  jnit  two  hoon  Mm 
thoM  in  pomut  of  him  Hiired  on  iti  bankB.  A  hmifj  taia  chk 
on  and  fall  all  night,  aad  b7  dajbreak  tbs  mar  mm  »  twoBm 
aa  to  ba  imparibln  * 

Tbii  niddea  iwdling  of  the  rirer  waa  ooiuidMed  bj  thi 
Amerioam  as  aomsthing  piDvidantiaL  It  ooDtumad  &>t  icml 
daj^  and  gara  Morgan  time  to  aend  uff  hia  priaonen  rto  W 
croosed  sereral  miles  above,  and  to  call  out  the  milittt  a 
Uecklenburg  and  Bowan  Counties  to  guard  the  fords  of  ibt 
ricer.t 

Lord  Comw&llis  had  moved  slovly  with  hia  main  bodj.  H« 
was  encumbeied  by  an  immense  train  of  ba^;age ;  tba  m^ 
were  throogh  deep  red  clay,  and  the  country  was  cut  qi  bj 
streams  and  morasses.  It  waa  not  onttl  the  25th,  that  be  SM"* 
bled  his  whole  force  at  Bamsonr's  -Uills,  on  the  Little  CaUwt^ 
as  the  Boatb  fork  of  that  river  is  called,  and  learnt  that  K<^ 
had  crossed  the  mun  stream.  Now  be  felt  the  lost  he  hsd  >o- 
tained  in  the  late  defeat  of  Tarletoo,  of  a  great  part  of  his  %^ 
troops,  which  are  the  life  and  spirit  of  an  anny,  and  espeaiUf 


■  Stedmui,  jL  826.  Can*sllItt«Sita.CUntaD;  n«  >]«a  BanMolnB'*! 
1T8I,  part  1.  303. 

f  Thi(  (uddea  imlliag  oT  the  river  hai  bean  rt&ted  bj  ioim  vritM  « 
baving  teken  pl>«  on  the  99tb.  oa  the  ^ipiwd  of  Coranllii'*  nub  i*^ 
whereu  il  took  pUca  on  the  38d,  od  &«  fpnmek  at  the  iitinimml  Ml  ^ 
hi*  knUhip  in  edirance  In  pnnolt  of  Uorgea.  The  iaaeeoni^  at  1*  M  ■** 
giraD  riw  to  diktat  among  birtarUtUa 
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lent  in  a  thinly-peopled  country  of  swamps  and  streams,  and 
ita,  like  that  he  was  entangled  in. 

[n  this  crippled  condition,  he  determined  to  relieve  his  army 
Tery  thing  that  could  impede  rapid  movement  in  his  future 
ations.  Two  days,  therefore,  were  spent  by  him  at  Barn- 
es Mills,  in  destroying  all  such  baggage  and  stores  as  could 
ibly  be  spared.  He  began  with  his  own.  His  officers  fol- 
fd  his  example.  Superfluities  of  all  kinds  were  sacrificed 
lont  flinching.  Casks  of  wine  and  spirituous  liquors  were 
ed ;  quantities  even  of  provisions  were'  sacrificed.  No  wag- 
I  were  spared  but  those  laden  with  hospital  stores,  salt  and 
lunition,  and  four  empty  ones,  for  the  sick  and  wounded, 
alacrity  with  which  these  sacrifices  of  comforts,  conveniences, 
even  necessaries,  were  made,  was  honorable  to  both  officers 
men.* 

rhe  whole  expedient  was  subsequently  sneered  at  b^  Sir 
ry  Clinton,  as  being  "  something  too  like  a  Tartar  move ; " 
his  lordship  was  preparing  for  a  trial  of  speed,  where  it  was 
)rtant  to  carry  as  light  weight  as  possible. 

•  Anniul  Register,  1781^  p.  5& 
VOL-  IV, — 10* 


CHAPTER  XIX 

OBBBIK   JOOn    MOBOAV   OST    IHK    CATAWBA — ^ADOm    THB  VAKAI  FOUCT- 

MOTBiuirr  or  comw  Aixn  to  okmi  tub  gatawba — avfaib  at  a^ov- 

AB*S  rOBI>--ll]UTlA  tteTBIIBD  BT  TABUETOB  AT  TABBAlf^  TAflV— 
OOWCWALUS  CHKCKBD  BY  THB  BUDIO  OT  THB  TAOBOi— OQinR  « 
■BILL  ABD  ■PBBD  OP  THB  TWO  ABMm  IB  A  MABOI  TO  THE  UMU  V 
THB  sjjr. 

General  Obeene  was  gladdened  by  a  letter  from  Morgan,  writ- 
ten shortly  after  his  defeat  of  Tarleton,  and  transmitted  the  newi 
to  Washington  with  his  own  generous  comments.  *^The  victory 
was  complete,**  writes  he,  '^  and  the  action  glorious.  The  \A' 
liancy  and  success  with  which  it  was  fought,  does  the  highest 
honor  to  the  American  arms,  and  adds  splendor  to  the  chaiactef 
of  the  general  and  his  officers.  I  must  beg  leave  to  reaKomend 
them  to  your  Excellency's  notice,-  and  doubt  not  but  from  joor 
representation,  Congress  will  receive  pleasure  from  testifying  their 
approbation  of  their  conduct** 

Another  letter  from  Morgan,  written  on  the  25th,  spoke  of 
the  approach  of  Comwallis  and  his  forces.  *'My  numbers,** 
writes  he,  "  are  at  this  time  too  weak  to  fight  them.  I  intend  to 
move  towards  Salisbury,  to  get  near  the  main  army.  I  think  it 
would  be  advisable  to  join  our  forces,  and  fight  them  befixe  they 
join  Phillips,  which  they  certainly  will  do  if  thej  aie  not 
stopped.** 
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« 

Greene  had  recently  reoehred  intelligence  of  the  landing  of 
ops  at  Wilmington,  from  a  British  squadron,  supposed  to  be  a 
ce  under  Arnold,  destined  to  push  up  Cape  Fear  River,  and 
operate  with  Gomwallis;  he  had  to  prepare,  therefore,  not 
[j  to  succor  Morgan,  but  to  prevent  this  co-operation.  He  ac- 
"dingly  detached  General  Stevens  with  his  Virginia  militia 
hose  term  of  service  was  nearly  expired)  to  take  charge  of 
)rgan*s  prisoners,  and  conduct  them  to  Charlottesville  in  Yir- 
lia.  At  the  same  time  he  wrote  to  the  Oovemors  of  North 
idina  and  Virginia,  for  all  the  aid  they  could  furnish;  to 
niben,  to  hasten  forward  his  recruits,  and  to  Shelby,  Campbell 
1  others,  to  take  arms  once  more,  and  rival  their  achievements 
King^s  Mountain. 

This  done,  he  left  General  Huger  in  command  of  the  division 
the  Pedee,  with  orders  to  hasten  on  by  forced  marches  to  Salis- 
y,  to  join  the  other  division ;  in  the  mean  time  he  set  off  on 
seback  for  Morgan's  camp,  attended  merely  by  a  guide,  an 
e-de-camp,  and  a  sergeant's  guard  of  dragoons.  His  object 
I  to  aid  Morgan  in  assembling  militia  and  checking  the  ene- 
ontil  the  junction  of  his  forces  could  be  effected.  It  was  a 
d  ride  of  upwards  of  a  hundred  miles  through  a  rough  coun- 
On  the  last  day  of  January  he  reached  Morgan's  camp  at 
srrard's  ford  on  the  east  side  of  the  Catawba.  The  British 
ly  lay  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  but  a  few  miles  dis- 
t  from  it,  and  appeared  to  be  making  preparations  to  force  a 
sage  across,  as  it  was  subsiding,  and  would  soon  be  fordaUe. 
iene  supposed  Comwallis  had  in  view  a  junction  with  Arnold 
[Jape  Fear ;  he  wrote,  therefore,  to  General  Huger  to  hurry  on, 
that  with  their  united  fences  they  could  give  his  lordship  a  de- 
t  before  he  oould  effect  the  junction.     ^^  I  am  not  without  hopes^ 
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writes  hej  ^0/  mining  Lord  Carnwailu  \f  At  ptrmtta  k^  Ik  wai 
$rheme  of  pwfhing  through  the  eountrg;  and  it  is  mj  earnest  dean 
to  form  a  junction  as  eaily  for  this  porpose  as  possible.  Dean 
Colonel  I/ee  to  force  a  march  to  join  as.  Hert  k  a  fan  fidi^  od 
yt'cai  glorif  ahead.** 

More  correct  information  relieved  him  from  the  i^prehensko 
of  a  i'o-operation  of  Arnold  and  Comwallis.  The  British  tioopi 
which  had  landed  at  Wilmington,  were  merely  a  small  deUdi- 
ment  sent  from  Charleston  to  establish  a  military  depot  for  the 
use  of  Comwallis  in  his  southern  campaign.  They  had  tikcB 
possession  of  Wilming^n  without  opposition. 

Greene  now  chnng«*d  his  plans.  He  was  aware  of  the  lU-piP' 
▼ided  state  of  the  British  army,  from  the  voluntary  destmction 
of  their  wnflr<(ons  tents  and  baggage.  Inde<'d,  when  he  first 
heard  of  this  measure,  on  his  arriving  at  Sherrard*s  ford,  be  had 
exclaimed  :  ^  Then  Comwallis  is  ours.**  His  plan  now  was  to 
tempt  the  enemy  continually  with  the  prospect  of  a  battle,  bat 
continually  to  elude  one  ;  to  harass  them  by  a  long  pursuit,  dnw 
them  higher  into  the  country,  and  gain  time  for  the  division  ad- 
vancing under  Huger  to  join  him.  It  was  the  Fnbian  policy  thit 
he  had  learnt  under  Washington,  of  whom  he  prided  himself  oi 
being  a  disciple. 

As  the  subsiding  of  the  Catawba  would  enable  Comwallis  ll 
cross,  Greene  ordered  Morgan  to  move  off  silently  with  his  dlTis* 
ion,  on  the  evening  of  the  Slst,  and  to  press  his  march  all  w^ 
so  as  to  gain  a  good  start  in  advance,  while  he  (Greene)  woold 
remain  to  bring  on  the  militia,  who  were  employed  to  ched^  the 
enemy.  These  militia,  assembled  from  the  neighboring  counties, 
did  not  exceed  five  hundreil.  Two  hundred  of  them  were  Str 
tributed  at  different  fords  ;  the  remaining  three  hundred,  fbnniif 
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9  of  mounted  riflemen  under  General  Davidson,  were  to 
Ich  the  moveroenls  of  the  enemy,  and  attack  him  wherever  he 
ic  te  his  main  attempt  to  cross.  When  the  enemy  should 
e  actu  illy  crossed,  the  diiTerent  bodies  of  militia  were  to  make 
It  best  of  their  way  to  a  rendezvous,  sixteen  miles  distaDt,  on 
Ik  Toad  to  Salisbury,  where  Greene  would  be  waiting  to  receive 

I,  and  conduct  their  further  movements. 

I  ^Vhae  these  dtspositioQB  were  being  made  by  the  American 

lander,  Cornwallis  was  preparing  to  cross  the  river.     The 

il  of  the  31st  was  chosen  for  the  attempt     To  divert  the 

Station  of  the  Americans,  he  detached  Colonels  Webster  and 

Helon  with  a  part  of  the  army  to  a  public  ford  called  Beattie's 

where  be  supposed  Davidson  to  be  stationed     There  they 

to  open  a  cannonade,  and  m&ke  a  feint  of  forcing  a  pM> 

The  main  attempt,  however,  was  to  be  made  six  miles 

Kt  down,  ai  McGowan's,  a  private  and  unfrequented  ford, 

e  little,  if  any,  opposition  was  anticipated. 

I  Cornwallis  set  out  for  that  ford,  with  the  main  body  of  his 

at  one  o'clock  in  tlie  morning.     The  night  was  dark  and 

He  had  to  make  his  way  through  a  wood  and  swamp 

>  there  was  no  road.     His  artjllcry  stuck  fast     The  line 

1  without  them.     Il  was  near  daybreak  by  the  time  the 

d  of  the  column  reached  the  ford.     To  their  surprise,  they 

dd  numerous  camp  fires  on  the  opposite  bank.     Word  was 

Itily  carried  lo  Cornwallis  that  the  ford  was  guarded.     Il  was 

nileed :  Davidson  was  there  with  his  riflemen. 

f  Uis  lordahip  would  have  waited  for  his  artillery,  bot  the  rain 

f  alill  falling,  and  might  render  the  river  nnfordable.    At  that 

)  the  Catawba  was  nearly  five  hundred  yards  wide,  about 

0  feet  deep,  very  rapid,  and  full  of  large  stones.     The  troops 

Vou  IV.— 10- 
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entered  the  river  in  platoons,  to  ropport  each  odier  agaimt  die 
current,  and  were  ordered  not  to  fire  until  lliej  Bhoold  gain  tke 
opposite  bank.  Colonel  Hall,  of  the  light  infjuitry  of  the  gotri^ 
led  the  way ;  the  grenadiers  followed.  The  ncMse  of  the  witer 
and  the  darkness  covered  thdr  movements  nntO  they  were  Deirij 
half-way  across,  when  they  were  descried  by  an  American  raith 
nel.  He  challenged  them  three  times,  and  receiving  no  answer, 
fired.  Terrifietl  by  the  r^wrt,  the  man  who  was  gniding  the 
British  turned  and  fled.  Colonel  Hall,  thus  abandoned,  led  the 
way  directly  across  the  river;  wh^^as  the  true  ford  inclined 
diagonally  further  down.  Hall  had  to  pass  through  deeper  waler, 
but  ho  reached  a  part  of  the  bank  where  it  was  unguarded.  Hie 
American  pickets,  too,  which  had  turned  out  at  the  alarm  giren 
by  the  sentinel,  had  to  deliver  a  distant  and  slanting  fire.  Still 
it  had  its  eflfect.  Three  of  the  British  were  killed,  and  thiitv- 
six  wounded.  Colonel  Hall  pusheil  on  gallantly,  but  was  shot 
down  as  he  ascended  the  bank.  The  horse  on  which  Cornwallis 
rode  was  wounded,  but  the  brave  animal  carried  his  brdship  to 
the  sliore,  where  he  sank  under  him.  The  steed  of  Brigadier- 
general  O'Hara  rolled  over  with  him  into  the  water,  and  General 
Leslie's  horse  was  borne  away  by  the  tumultuous  current  and 
with  difiiculty  recovered. 

General  Davidson  hastened  with  his  men  towards  the  j^ 
where  the  British  were  landing.  The  latter  formed  as  soon  as 
they  found  themselves  on  firm  ground,  charged  Davidson's  lan 
before  he  had  time  to  get  them  in  order,  killed  and  wounded 
about  forty,  and  put  the  rest  to  flight. 

General  Davidson  was  the  last  to  leave  the  ground,  and  was 
killed  just  as  he  was  mounting  his  horse.  When  the  enemy  h$A 
eflected  the  passage,  Tarleton  was  detached  with  hit  caralry  in 
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punnit  of  tfie  militia^  most  of  whom  dispersed  to  their  homes. 
Eager  to  arenge  his  late  disgrace,  he  scoured  the  country,  and 
made  for  Tarnuit's  tavern^  about  ten  miles  distant,  where  about 
a  hundred  of  them  had  assembled  ham  different  fords,  on  their 
way  to  the  rendezvous,  and  were  refreshing  themselves.  As 
Tarleton  came  clattering  upon  them  with  his  legion,  they  ran  to 
their  horses,  delivered  a  hasty  fire,  which  emptied  some  of  his 
saddles,  and  then  made  for  the  woods ;  a  few  of  the  worst  mount- 
ed were  overtaken  and  slain.  Tarleton,  in  his  account  of  his 
campaigns,  made  the  number  nearly  fifty ;  but  the  report  of  a 
British  officer,  who  rode  over  the  ground  shortly  afterwards,  re- 
duced it  to  ten.  The  truth  probably  lay  between.  The  survivors 
were  dispersed  beyond  rallying.  Tarleton,  satisfied  with  his 
achievement,  rejoined  the  main  body.  Had  he  scoured  the  coun- 
try a  few  miles  further.  General  Oreene  and  his  suite  might  have 
fallen  into  his  hands. 

The  general,  informed  that  the  enemy  had  crossed  the  Ca- 
tawba at  daybreak,  awaited  anxiously  at  the  rendezvous  the  arri- 
val of  the  militia.     It  was  not  until  after  midnight  that  he  heard 
of  their  utter  dispersion,  and  of  the  death  of  Davidson.     Appre- 
hending the  rapid  advance  of  Comwallis,  he  hastened  to  rejoin 
Morgan,  who  with  his  division  was  pushing  forward  for  the  Tad- 
kin,  first  sending  orders  to  Greneral  Huger  to  conduct  the  other 
division  by  the  most  direct  route  to  Guilford  Court-house,  where 
the  forces  were  to  be  united.     Greene  spurred  forward  through 
heavy  rain  and  deep  miry  roads.     It  was  a  dreary  ride  and  a 
lonely  one,  for  he  had  detached  his  aides-de-camp  in  different 
directions,  to  collect  the  scattered  militia.    At  mid-day  he  alight- 
ed, weary  and  travel-stained,  at  the  inn  at  Salisbury,  where  the 
umy  physician  who  had  charge  of  the  sick  and  wounded  prison- 
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en  received  him  at  the  door,  nd  inqidnd  after  %k  ymSHUng 
^Fatigued,  hangrj,  alone,  and  pemiileHi*'  mi  GiMnrfihHVT- 
hearted  reply.  ,  The  landladj,  Mrs.  EUabeth  Steek^  onAmi 
his  desponding  wordi.    While  ha  wae  eealed  at  taUe,  ihe  m- 
tared  the  room,  cloeed  the  door,  and  drawing  from  imderhvapra 
two  bag!  of  monejy  iriiich  she  had  carafolly  hoarded  in  thorn  fn* 
earions  timee,  <<Take  these,"  said  the  ndUe-hearted  womn; 
«  joa  will  want  them,  and  I  can  do  without  them.**    Hut  koBe 
of  the  nomberless  instances  of  the  defoted  patriotism  of  ov 
women  during  the  Bevolation.    Their  patriotism  was  spltolie 
purer  and  more  disinterested  than  that  of  the  men. 

Gomwallis  did  not  advance  so  rapidlj  as  had  been  tppv- 
bended.  After  crossing  the  Catawba,  he  had  to  wait  £or  hit 
waggons  and  artillery,  which  had  remained  on  the  other  side  in 
the  woods ;  so  that  by  nightfall  of  the  Ist  of  Febmarj  he  vy 
not  more  than  five  miles  on  the  road  to  Salisbory.  Eager  to 
come  up  with  the  Americans,  he  mounted  some  of  the  infioitrj 
upon  the  baggage  horses,  joined  them  to  the  cavalry,  sad  Kst 
the  whole  forward  under  General  (VHara.  They  arrived  on  the 
banks  of  the  Yadkin  at  night,  between  the  2d  and  3d  of  Fdm* 
ary,  juat  in  time  to  capture  a  few  waggons  lingering  in  the  nv 
of  the  American  army,  which  had  passed.  The  riflemen  ^ 
guarded  them  retreated  after  a  short  skirmish.  There  weres* 
boats  with  which  to  cross ;  the  Americans  had  secured  ihem  os 
the  other  side.  The  rain  which  had  fallen  throughout  the  di? 
had  overflooded  the  ford  by  which  the  American  cavalry  ^ 
passed.  The  pursuers  were  again  brought  to  a  stand.  iAv 
some  doubt  and  delay,  Comwallis  took  his  course  up  the  9aA 
side  of  the  Yadkin,  and  crossed  by  what  is  still  called  the  Oiil- 
low  ford,  while  Greene  continued  on  unnndestad  to  Gidli' 
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kmri-house^  where  he  was  joined  by  General  Hager  and  his 
livision  on  the  9th. 

Comwallis  was  now  encamped  about  twenty-five  miles  above 
heniy  at  the  old  Moravian  town  of  Salem.  Oreene  summoned  a 
ooncil  of  war  (almoQt  the  only  time  he  was  known  to  do  bo\  and 
nbmitted  the  question  whether  or  not  to  offer  battle.  There  was 
.  unanimous  vote  in  the  negative.  A  fourth  part  of  the  force 
ras  on  the  sick  list,  from  nakedness  and  exposure.  The  official 
eiums  gave  but  two  thousand  and  thirty-six,  rank  and  file,  fit 
oat  duty.    Of  these  upwards  of  six  hundred  were  militia. 

Comwallis  had  from  twenty-five  hundred  to  three  thousand 
sen,  including  three  hundred  cavalry,  all  thoroughly  disciplined 
nd  well  equipped.     It  was  determined  to  continue  the  retreat 

The  great  object  of  Greene  now  was  to  get  across  the  river 
>an,  and  throw  himself  into  Virginia.  With  the  reinforcements 
•nd  assistance  he  might  there  expect  to  find,  he  hoped  to  effect 
be  salvation  of  the  South,  and  prevent  the  dismemberment  of 
he  Union.  The  object  of  ComwalliB  was  to  get  between  him 
nd  Virginia,  force  him  to  a  combat  before  he  could  receive  those 
einforcements,  or  enclose  him  in  between  the  great  rivers  on  the 
rest,  the  sea  on  the  east,  and  the  two  divisions  of  the  British 
nny  under  himself  and  Lord  Bawdon  on  the  north  and  south, 
lis  lordship  had  been  informed  that  the  lower  part  of  the  Dan, 
X  present,  could  only  be  crossed  in  boats,  and  that  the  country 
ookl  not  afford  a  sufficient  number  for  the  passage  of  Greeners 
tfmy ;  he  trusted,  therefore,  to  cut  him  off  from  the  upper  part  of 
he  river,  where  alone  it  was  fordable.  Greene,  however,  had  pro- 
vided against  such  a  contingency.  Boats  had  been  secured  at 
rariouB  places  by  his  agents,  and  could  be  collected  at  a  few 
loors*  notice  at  the  lower  ferries.     Instead,  therefore,  of  striving 
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with  his  lordship  for  the  apper  fords^  Greene  shaped  hii  oonm 
for  Boyd*8  and  Irwin^s  fords,  just  above  the  eonJflBence  of  the 
Dan  and  Staunton  rivers  which  forms  the  RoftDoke,  and  alxwt 
seventy  miles  from  Ooilford  Court-house.     This  woold  give  him 
twenty-five  miles  advantage  of  Lord  Gomwallis  at  the  oateel 
(rt'neral  Kosciussko  was  sent  with  a  party  in  .advance  to  collect 
the  boats  and  throw  up  breastworks  at  the  ferries. 

In  ordering  his  march,  General  Oreene  took  the  lead  with  tin 
main  l)ody,  the  baggage,  and  stores.  General  Morgan  wocdd 
liave  had  the  command  of  the  rear-guard,  composed  of  eeren 
hundred  of  the  most  alert  and  active  troops,  cavalry  and  light 
infantry ;  but,  being  disa])led  by  a  violent  attack  of  ague  ind 
rheumatism,  it  was  given  to  Colonel  Otho  H.  Williams  (formerly 
adjutant-general),  who  had  with  him  Colonels  Howard,  Wash- 
in  ij;t  on,  and  Lee. 

This  corps,  detached  some  distance  in  the  rear,  did  infinite 
service.  Being  lightly  equipped,  it  could  manoeuvre  in  front  of 
the  Hritish  line  of  march,  break  down  bridges,  sweep  off  provis- 
ions, and  impede  its  progress  in  a  variety  of  ways,  while  the 
main  bo^'lv  moved  forward  unmolested.  It  was  now  that  Com- 
wallis  most  felt  the  severity  of  the  blow  he  had  received  at  the 
battle  of  the  Cowpens  in  the  loss  of  his  light  troops,  having  » 
few  to  cope  with  the  ^lite  corps  under  Williams. 

Great  abilities  were  shown  by  the  commanders  on  either  tH^ 
in  this  momentous  trial  of  activity  and  skill.  It  was  a  long  and 
severe  march  for  both  armies,  through  a  wild  and  rough  coontrr, 
thinly  peopled,  cut  up  by  streams,  partly  covered  by  forests,  along 
deep  and  frozen  roads,  under  drenching  rains,  without  tenia  at 
night,  and  with  scanty  supplies  of  provisions.  The  British  lo^ 
fered  the  leaat^  for  they  were  well  equipped  and  comfortaUj 
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clad ;  whereas  the  poor  Americans  were  badly  off  for  clothing, 
and  many  of  them  without  shoes.  The  patriot  armies  of  the 
KeTolution,  however,  were  accustomed  in  their  winter  marches  to 
leave  evidences  of  their  hardships  in  bloody  foot-prints. 

We  forbear  to  enter  into  the  details  of  this  masterly  retreat, 
the  many  stratagems  and  manoeuvres  of  the  covering  party  to 
delay  and  hoodwink  the  enemy.  Tarleton  himself  bears  witness 
in  his  narrative,  that  every  measure  of  the  Americans  was  judi- 
obusly  designed  and  vigorously  executed.  So  much  had  Com- 
wallis  been  misinformed  at  the  outset  as  to  the  means  below  of 
passing  the  river,  and  so  difficult  was  it,  from  want  of  light 
troops,  to  gain  information  while  on  the  march,  that  he  pushed  on 
in  the  firm  conviction  that  he  was  driving  the  American  army  into  a 
trap,  and  would  give  it  a  signsA  blow  before  it  could  cross  the  Dan. 

In  the  mean  time,  Greene,  with  the  main  body,  reached  the 
banks  of  the  river,  and  succeeded  in  crossing  over  with  ease  in 
the  coarse  of  a  single  day  at  Boyd's  and  Irwin's  ferries,  sending 
back  word  to  Williams,  who  with  his  covering  party  was  far  in 
the  rear.  That  inteUigent  officer  encamped,  as  usual,  in  tho 
evening,  at  a  wary  distance  in  front  of  the  enemy,  but  stole  a 
march  upon  them  after  dark,  leaving  his  camp  fires  burning.  He 
poshed  on  all  night,  arrived  at  the  ferry  in  the  morning  of  the 
15th,  having  marched  forty  miles  within  the  last  four  and  twenty 
hoars ;  and  made  soch  despatch  in  crossing,  that  his  last  troops 
had  landed  on  the  Virginia  shore  by  the  time  the  astonished  ene- 
my arrived  on  the  opposite  bank.  Nothing,  according  to  their 
own  avowal,  could  snrpass  the  g^ef  and  vexation  of  the  British  at 
discovering,  on  their  arrival  at  Boyd's  ferry,  "  that  all  their  toils  and 

vain,  and  that  all  their  hopes  were  frustrated."  * 

*  Anraal  Regiiter,  1781. 
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BBCKOflUBi  THK  IIA!(— COUMTBT  8COVEKD  BT  IXB  Ain>  PICKBB— AFPAIB 
WITH   OOLOITKL  FTUE — MAWBUYBBl  OT  OOBXWALXJS  TD  BBISO  OBBM  10 

ACnOX BATTLE  OV  OUILFORU  OOCRT-HOOSK^^BKUIK   BKTBBATB  10  IIOO- 

BUWOMK  CRKBK — COR!«WALXJ8  MARCBES  TOWARD  CAPP  PRAR — OBKKSX 
PUBSDR8  HIM — U  BBOnoUT  TO  A  tTAXD  AT  DEKF  RITKB — I>RTFS]IISB 
Tr>  rACK  ABOUT  AND  CARRY  TUE  WAR  INTO  80CTH  CABOUXA— 008SWAL- 
Llfl   MAKCilES    FOR   VIRGINIA. 

Fok  a  day  the  two  armies  lay  panting  within  sight  of  each  otner 
on  the  opposite  banks  of  the  river,  which  had  put  an  end  to  the 
race.  In  a  letter  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  dated  the  day  of  the 
crossing,  Greene  writes :  "  On  the  Dan  River,  almost  fatigued  to 
death,  having  had  a  retreat  to  conduct  of  upwards  of  two  hun- 
dred miles,  manoeuvring  constantly  in  the  face  of  the  enemj  to 
give  time  for  the  militia  to  turn  out  and  get  off  our  stores.**  And 
to  Washington  he  writes  (Feb.  15),  "  Lord  Ck)mwalli8  has  been 
at  our  heels  from  day  to  day  ever  since  we  left  Guilford,  and  onr 
movements  from  thence  to  this  place  have  been  of  the  most  cnti- 
cal  kind,  having  a  river  in  our  front  and  the  enemy  in  oar  rear. 
The  miserable  condition  of  the  troops  for  clothing  has  rendered 
the  march  the  most  painful  imaginable,  many  hundred  of  ^ 
soldiers  tracking  the  ground  with  their  bloody  feet  Yonr  M' 
ings  for  the  BuS^rvn^  of  thft  toldier,  had  you  been  with  us^  wuold 
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hare  been  severely  tried."  He  conclades  by  an  honorable  testi- 
monial in  their  fiivor :  '^  Oar  army  are  in  good  spirits,  notwith- 
standing their  sufferings  and  excessive  fiitigue." 

On  the  16th,  the  river  began  to  subside ;  the  enemy  might 
soon  be  able  to  cross.  Greene  prepared  for  a  further  retreat  by 
sending  forward  his  baggage  on  the  .road  to  Halifax,  and  secur- 
ing the  passage  of  the  Staunton.  At  Halifax  he  was  resolved  to 
make  a  stand,  rather  than  suffer  the  enemy  to  take  possession  of 
it  without  a  struggle.  Its  situation  on  the  Roanoke  would  make 
it  a  strong  position  for  their  army,  supported  by  a  fleet,  and 
would  favor  their  designs  both  on  Virginia  and  the  Carolinas. 
With  a  view  to  its  defence,  intrenchments  ■  had  already  been 
thrown  up,  under  the  direction  of  Eosciuszko. 

Lord  Gomwallis,  however,  did  not  deem  it  prudent,  under 
present  circumstances,  to  venture  into  Virginia,  where  Greene 
would  be  sure  of  powerful  reinforcements.  North  Carolina  was 
in  a  state  of  the  utqaost  disorder  and  confusion ;  he  thought  it 
better  to  remain  in  it  for  a  time,  and  profit  by  having  compelled 
Greene  to  abandon  it.  After  giving  his  troops  a  day's  repose, 
therefore,  he  put  them  once  more  in  motion  on  the  18  th,  along 
the  road  by  which  he  had  pursued  Greene.  The  latter,  who  was 
iikcessantly  on  the  alert,  was  informed  of  this  retrograde  move,  by 
A  preconcerted  signal ;  the  waving  of  a  white  handkerchief  under 
covert  of  the  opposite  bank,  by  a  female  patriot. 

This  changed  the  game.  Lee,  with  his  legion,  strengthened 
by  two  veteran  Maryland  companies,  and  Pickens,  with  a  corps 
of  South  Carolina  militia,  all  light  troops,  were  transported  across 
the  Dan  in  the  boats,  with  orders  to  gain  the  front  of  Cornwallis, 
lK>vor  as  near  as  safety  would  permit,  cut  off  his  intercourse  with 
Uie  disaffected  parts  of  the  country,  and  check  the  rising  of  the 
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royalists.  "  If  \ve  can  bat  delay  bim  for  a  day  or  tira^**  said 
Greene,  **  he  must  be  rained.'*  Oreene,  in  the  mean  while,  re- 
mained with  his  main  force  on  the  northern  bank  of  the  Din; 
waiting^  to  ascertain  his  lordship^B  real  deaignsy  and  ready  to  crass 
at  a  moment's  warning. 

The  movements  of  CorawalliSy  for  a  day  or  two^  were  of  a 
dubious  nature,  designed  to  perplex  his  opponents ;  on  the  20th, 
however,  he  took  poet  at  Hillsborough.  Here  he  erected  the 
royal  Htandard,  and  issued  a  proclamation,  stating  that,  whereas 
it  had  pleased  Divine  Providence  to  proeper  the  operations  of  his 
maje'9ty*B  arms  in  driving  the  rebel  army  out  of  the  province,  he 
invited  all  his  loyal  subjects  to  hasten  to  this  standard  with  thdr 
amis  and  ten  days*  provisions,  to  assist  in  suppressing  there- 
mains  of  relK'llion,  and  re-establishing  good  order  and  comtitu- 
tional  government 

By  another  instrument,  all  who  could  raise  independent  com- 
panies were  called  upon  to  give  in  their  names  at  head-quarters, 
and  a  l)ounty  in  money  and  lands  was  promised  to  those  who 
should  enlist  under  them.  The  companies  thus  raised  were  to  be 
formed  into  regiments. 

These  sounding  appeals  produced  but  little  effect  on  the  peo- 
ple of  the  surrounding  districts.  Many  hundreds,  says  Tarleton, 
rode  into  the  camp  to  talk  over  the  proclamation,  inquire  the 
news  of  the  day,  and  take  a  view  of  the  king's  troops.  The 
generality  seemed  desirous  of  peace,  but  averse  from  any  exertion 
to  procure  it  They  acknowledged  that  the  Continentals  bid 
been  chased  out  of  the  province,  but  apprehended  they  would 
soon  return.  "Some  of  the  most  zealous,"  adds  he,  "promised 
to  raise  companies,  and  even  regiments ;  but  their  followers  and 
dependents  were  slow  to  enlist"      Tarleton  himself  was  foi^ 
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with  detached  with  the  csyalrj  and  a  small  body  of  in&ntry,  to 
a  regioa  of  country  lying  between  the  Haw  and  Deep  Rivers,  to 
l»ing  on  a  considerable  number  of  loyalists  who  were  said  to  be 
assembling  there. 

Bomor,  in  the  mean  time,  had  magnified  the  effect  of  his 
lordship's  proclamations.  Word  was  brought  to  Greene,  that  the 
lories  were  flocking  from  all  quarters  to  the  royal  standard. 
Seven  companies,  it  was  said,  had  been  raised  in  a  single  day. 
At  this  time  the  reinforcements  to  the  American  camp  had  been 
little  more  than  six  hundred  Virginia  militia,  under  General  Ste- 
Tsns.  Greene  saw  that  at  this  rate,  if  Comwallis  were  allowed 
to  remain  undisturbed,  he  would  soon  have  complete  command  of 
North  Carolina ;  he  boldly  determined,  therefore,  to  recross  the 
Dan  at  all  hazards  with  the  scanty  force  at  his  command,  and 
give  his  lordship  check.  In  this  spirit  he  broke  up  his  camp  and 
crossed  the  river  on  the  23d* 

In  the  mean  time,  Liee  and  Pickens,  who  were  scouting  the 

country  about  Hillsborough,  received  information  of  Tarleton's 

recruiting  expedition  to  the  region  between  the  Haw  and  Deep 

Bivers.     There  was  no  foe  they  were  more  eager  to  cope  with ; 

•Qd  they  resolved  to  give  him  a  surprise.     Having  forded  the 

Haw  one  day  about  noon,  they  learnt  from  a  countryman  that 

Tarleton  was  encamped  about  three  miles  off,  that  his  horses  were 

onsaddled,  and  that  every  thing  indicated  confident  security. 

They  now  pushed  on  under  covert  of  the  woods,  prepared  to  give 

tlie  bold  partisan  a  blow  after  his  own  fashion.      Before  they 

Reached  the  place  Tarleton  had  marched  on ;  they  captured  two 

of  his  staff,  however,  who  had  remained  behind,  settling  with  the 

people  of  a  farm-house  for  supplies  furnished  to  the  detachment 

BeiQi;  informed  that  Tarleton  was  to  halt  for  the  night  at 


240  hm  OF  wABHnroTOV,  \m. 

the  distmnce  of  six  miles,  they  ttill  trotted  to  nrpriM  him.  On 
the  way,  however,  they  hmd  an  encoiinter  with  a  body  of  ihieeor 
iuur  hundred  mounted  xoyalista,  armed  with  rifles,  and  oob- 
mande<l  by  a  Colonel  Pyle,  marching  in  quest  of  Tarletoo.  Ai 
Lee  with  his  cavalry  was  in  the  advance,  he  was  mistaken  for 
Tarleton,  and  hailed  with  loyal  acclamations.  He  favored  the 
mistake,  and  was  taking  measures  to  capture  the  royalists,  whsa 
some  of  them,  seeing  the  infantry  under  Pickens,  discovered  tbdr 
error  and  fired  upon  the  rear-guard.  The  cavalry  instantlj 
charged  upon  them ;  ninety  were  cut  down  and  slain,  and  a  great 
number  wounded ;  among  the  latter  was  Colonel  Pyle  himri^ 
who  took  refuge  among  thickets  on  the  borders  of  a  piece  of 
water  which  still  bears  his  name.  The  Americans  alleged  m  ex- 
cuse fur  the  slaughter,  that  it  was  provoked  by  their  being 
attacked ;  and  that  the  sabre  was  used,  as  a  continued  firing 
might  alarm  Tarleton*s  camp.  We  do  not  wonder,  however,  that 
liritish  writers  pronounced  it  a  massacre ;  though  it  was  bat  fol- 
lowing the  example  set  by  Tarleton  himself^  in  this  ruthless  cam- 
paign. 

After  all,  Lee  and  Pickens  missed  the  object  of  their  ente^ 
prise.  The  approach  of  night  ancf  the  fatigue  of  their  troopa^ 
mafic  them  defer  their  attack  upon  Tarleton  until  morning.  In 
the  mean  time,  the  latter  had  received  an  express  from  Comwal- 
lis,  informing  him  that  Greene  had  passed  the  Dan,  and  ordering 
him  to  return  to  Hillsborough  as  soon  as  possible.  He  hastened 
to  obey.  I^ee  with  his  legion  was  in  the  saddle  before  daybreak; 
but  Tarleton's  troops  were  already  on  the  march.  "  The  legion," 
writes  Lee,  "  accustomed  to  night  expeditions,  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  usiag  pine*torch  fi>r  flambeau.      Supplied  with  thi8» 
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though  the  morning  was  dark,  the  enemy's  trail  was  distinctly 
diBoorered,  whenever  a  dirergency  took  place  in  his  roate. 

Before  simrisey  howerer,  Tarleton  had  forded  the  Haw,  and 
^ Light  Horse  Harry**  gave  over  the  parsoit,  consoling  himself 
that  though  he  had  not  effected  the  chief  object  of  his  enterprise, 
a  secondary  one  was  completely  executed,  which  woald  repress 
the  tory  spirit  just  beginning  to  burst  fortL  <'  Fortune,'*  writes 
he  in  his  magniloquent  way,  ^  Fortune,  which  sways  so  imperi- 
oody  the  affairs  of  war,  demonstrated  throughout  the  operation 
its  supreme  control.*  Nothing  was  omitted  on  the  part  of  the 
Americans,  to  give  to  the  expedition  the  desired  termination ; 
hut  the  very  bright  prospects  which  for  a  time  presented  them- 
selves, were  suddenly  overcast; — the  capricious  goddess  gave  us 
Pyle  and  saved  Tarleton.** 

The  reappearance  of  Greene  and  his  army  in  North  Carolina, 
heralded  by  the  scourings  of  Liee  and  Pickens,  disconcerted  the 
schemes  of  Lord  Gomwallb.  The  recruiting  service  was  inter- 
nipted.  Many  royalists  who  were  on  the  way  to  his  camp  re- 
turned home.  Forage  and  provisions  became  scarce  in  the  neigh- 
boriiood.  He  found  himself,  he  said,  <^  amongst  timid  friends  and 
adjoining  to  inveterate  rebels."  On  the  26th,  therefore,  he 
abandoned  Hillsborough,  threw  himself  across  the  Haw,  and  en* 
camped  near  Alamance  Greek,  one  of  its  principal  tributaries,  in 
a  country  favorable  to  supplies  and  with  a  tory  population.  His 
position  was  commanding,  at  the  point  of  concurrence  of  roads 
from  Salisbury,  Ghiilford,  High  Rockford,  Cross  Creek,  and  Hills- 
borough.  It  covered  also  the  communication  with  Wilmington, 
where  a  d^p^^t  of  military  stores,  so  important  to  his  half-desti- 
lute  army,  had  recently  been  established. 

*  Ij&ift  Memoin  of  the  Ww,  i,  819. 
TOJL  IV. — 11 
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Greene,  with  bis  main  aimj,  took  post  about  fifteen  nuks 
above  biin,  on  the  beights  between  Tioablesonie  Creek  and  Eeedj 
Fork,  one  of  the  tributaries  of  the  Haw.  His  plan  was  to  cat 
tbe  enemy  oflf  from  the  upper  counties ;  to  harass  him  by  ski^ 
mishcSy  but  to  avoid  a  general  battle ;  thus  gmning  time  ibr  the 
arrival  of  reinforcements  daily  expected.  He  rarely  lay  more 
than  two  days  in  a  place,  and  kept  his  light  troops  under  Pick- 
ens and  Williams  between  him  and  the  enemy ;  hovering  about 
the  latter ;  intercepting  his  intelligence ;  attacking  his  foraging 
parties,  and  striking  at  his  flanks  whenever  exposed.  Sharp 
skirmishes  occurred  between  them  and  Tarleton*s  cavalry  with 
various  success.  The  country  being  much  of  a  wilderness,  obiigetl 
both  (Ku-lics  to  be  on  the  alert ;  but  the  Americ^ms,  accustomed 
to  busli-iigliting,  were  not  easily  surprised. 

On  tlie  Gth  of  March,  Comwallis,  learning  that  the  ligbt 
troojxs  under  Williams  were  very  cart*lussly  posted,  put  his  anny 
suddenly  in  motion,  and  crossed  the  Alamance  in  a  thick  i<i^\ 
with  tlie  design  to  beat  up  their  quarters,  drive  them  in  upon  tlie 
main  army,  and  bring  Greene  to  action  should  he  come  to  their 
assistance.  His  movement  was  discovered  by  the  American 
patnils,  and  the  alarm  given.  Williams  hastily  called  in  his  de- 
tachments, and  retreated  with  his  light  troops  across  Reedy  Fork* 
while  Lee  with  his  legion  manoeuvred  in  front  of  the  enemy.  A 
stand  was  made  by  the  Americans  at  Wetzell's  Mill;  but  they 
were  obliged  to  retire  with  the  loss  of  fifty  killed  and  woonded- 
CJornwallis  did  not  pursue ;  evening  was  approaching,  and  he  had 
falKd  in  his  main  object;  that  of  bringing  Greene  to  actiou* 
The  latter,  fixed  in  his  resolve  of  avoiding  a  conflict,  bad  i^ 
treated  across  the  Haw,  in  order  to  keep  up  his  communicatioD 
with  the  roads  by  which  he  expected  his  supplies  and  reinfon^ 
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The  militia  of  the  Goantry^  who  occasionally  flocked  to 
ipi  were  chiefly  Tolunteers,  who  fell  off  after  every  skir- 
'  going  homey"  as  he  said,  ^'  to  tell  the  news."  ^^  At  this 
said  he  on  the  10th,  '^I  have  not  above  eight  or  nine  hon- 
*  them  in  the  field ;  yet  there  have  been  upwards  of  five 
id  in  motion  in  the  coarse  of  four  weeks.  A  force  fluctu- 
In  this  manner  can  promise  but  slender  hopes  of  saccess 
;  an  enemy  in  high  discipline,  and  made  formidable  by  the 
rity  of  their  nmnbers.  Hitherto,  I  have  been  obliged  to 
hat  by  finesse  which  I  dare  not  attempt  by  force."  * 
3ene  had  scarcely  written  this  letter  when  the  long-ex- 
reinforcements  arrived,  having  been  hurried  on  by  forced 
!S.  They  consisted  of  a  brigade  of  Virginia  militia,  under 
d  Lawson,  two  brigades  of  North  Carolina  militia,  under 
(Is  Butler  and  Eaton,  and  four  hundred  regulars,  enlisted 
bteen  months.  His  whole  effective  force,  according  to  ofS- 
boms,  amounted  to  four  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty- 
foot,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty-one  cavalry.  Of  his 
7,  not  quite  two  thousand  were  regulars,  and  of  these, 
oorths  were  new  levies.  His  force  nearly  doubled  in  num- 
\i  of  ComwaUis,  which  did  not  exceed  two  thousand  four 
id  men ;  but  many  of  Greene's  troops  were  raw  and  inex- 
^  and  had  never  been  in  battle ;  those  of  the  enemy 
'eterans,  schooled  in  warfare,  and,  as  it  were,  welded  to- 
by  campaigning  in  a  foreign  land,  where  their  main  safety 
ed  in  standing  by  each  other. 

eene  knew  the  inferiority  of  his  troops  in  this  respect ;  his 
cements,  too,  fell  &r  short  of  what  he  had  been  led  to  ex- 

*  Letter  toXhwornor  Jeffonon,  March  10. 
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pect,  jet  be  determined  to  aooept  the  battle  wbidi  bad  so  long 
been  offered.  Tbe  corps  of  light  troopSy  nnder  ^nUiana,  vliidi 
had  rendered  sacb  eflScient  aenrioe,  was  now  inocnpoiated  with 
tbe  main  body,  and  all  detachments  were  ordered  to  aaseanble  at 
Gailfbrd,  within  eight  miles  of  the  enemv^  where  he  encamped 
on  the  14th,  sending  his  waggons  and  heavy  baggage  to  the  Inn 
Works  at  Troublesome  Creek,  ten  miles  in  his  rear. 

Comwallis,  from  tbe  difficulty  of  getting  oonect  informition, 
and  from  Oreene*s  freqaent  change  of  position,  had  an  exagge^ 
atcd  idea  of  the  American  force,  rating  it  as  high  as  eight  thos- 
sand  men :  still  he  trusted  in  his  well-seasoned  veterans,  and  de- 
termined to  attack  Greene  in  his  encampment,  now  that  ke 
seemed  disposed  for  a  general  action.  To  provide  against  the 
|:K>ssibility  of  a  retreat,  he  sent  his  carriages  and  baggage  to 
Bellas  Mills,  on  Deep  River,  and  set  out  at  daybreak  on  the  15th 
for  (fuilford. 

Within  four  miles  of  that  place,  near  the  New  Garden  Meet- 
ing-house, Tarleton  with  the  advanced  guard  of  cavalry,  infan- 
try, and  yagers,  came  uptm  the  American  advance-guard,  com- 
posed of  Lee's  partisan  legion,  and  some  mountaineers  and  Vi^ 
ginia  militia.  Tarleton  and  Lee  were  well  matched  in  mflitiry 
prowess,  and  the  skirmish  between  them  was  severe.  Lee's 
horses,  being  from  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  were  superior  in 
weight  and  strength  to  those  of  his  opponent,  which  had  been 
chiefly  taken  from  plantations  in  South  Carolina.  The  Itt^ 
were  l)omc  down  by  a  charge  in  close  column ;  several  of  their 
riders  were  dismounted,  and  killed  or  taken  prisoners.  Tarle- 
ton, seeing  that  his  weakly  mounted  men  fought  to  a  disadran- 
tage,  sounded  a  retreat ;  Lee  endeavored  to  cut  him  off:  a  geD^ 
ral  conflict  of  the  vanguards,  horse  and  fidot^  ensued,  when  thi 
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of  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  obliged  Lee,  in  his 
to  retire  with  precipitation. 
During  this  time,  Greene  was  preparing  for  action  on  a  woody 
a  little  more  than  a  mile  soath  of  Guilford  Goort 
The  neighboring  ooontry  was  oorered  with  forest,  except- 
iDg  aome  cnltirated  fields  about  the  ooort-hoose,  and  along  the 
Saliabiiiy  road,  which  passed  through  the  centre  of  the  place, 
tnm  eoath  to  north. 

Oraene  had  drawn  oat  his  troops  in  three  lines.     The  first, 

of  North  Carcdina  militia,  Tdnnteers  and  riflemen. 

Generals  Bntler  and  Eatoo,  was  posted  behind  a  fence, 

vith  an  open  field  in  front,  and  woods  on  the  flanks  and  in  the 

nar-     Aboot  three  hundred  yards  behind  this,  was  the  second 

Bne^  composed  of  Virginia  militia,  under  Grenerals  Stevens  and 

I^waon,  drawn  up  across  the  road,  and  oorered  by  a  wood.     The 

dud  line,  about  four  hundred  yards  in  the  rear  of  the  second, 

WM  composed  of  Continental  troops  or  regulars ;  those  of  Vir- 

ginia  under  General  Huger  on  the  right,  those  of  Maryland  under 

Colonel  \raiiams  on  the  left     Colonel  Washington  with  a  body 

<f  dragoons,  Kirkwood's  Delaware  infemtry,  and  a  battalion  of 

Tnginia  militia  covered  the  right  flank ;  Lee's  legion,  with  the 

Virginia  riflemen  under  Colonel  Campbell,  covered  the  left.    Two 

^-pounders  were  in  the  road,  in  advance  of  the  first  line ;  two 

Seld-pieces  with  the  rear-line  near  the  court-house,  where  Grene- 

lal  Greene  took  his  station. 

About  noon  the  head  of  the  British  army  was  descried  ad- 
^vandng  spiritedly  from  the  south  along  the  Salisbury  road,  and 
defiling  into  the  fields.  A  cannonade  was  opened  from  the  two 
nz-pounders,  in  front  of  the  first  American  line.  It  was  an- 
tirered  by  the  British  artillery.     Neither  produced  much  effect 
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The  enemy  now  ailranced  oodly  and  tleadfly  in  three  eofanaoi; 
the  Hessianft  and  Highlanden  under  General  LeeUe,  on  the 
right,  the  Royal  artillery  and  goaids  in  the  oentrey  and  Wd>- 
8ter*8  brigade  on  the  left  The  North  Carolinianiy  who  knuA 
the  first  line,  waited  until  the  enemy  were  within  one  hundred 
and  fidy  yards,  when,  agitated  by  their  martial  array  and  un- 
daunted movement,  they  began  to  fall  into  oonfiudon ;  some  fired 
off  tlic'ir  pieces  without  taking  aim ;  others  threw  them  down, 
and  took  to  flight  A  volley  from  the  foe,  a  shoat,  and  a  charge 
of  the  bayonet,  completed  their  discomfitare.  Some  fled  to  the 
woods,  others  fell  back  upon  the  Virginians,  who  formed  the  eeo- 
ond  Hue.  General  Stevens,  who  commanded  the  latter,  ordered 
hiK  men  to  oi)en  and  let  the  fugitives  pass,  pretending  that  thej 
had  orders  to  retire.  He  had  taken  care,  however,  to  post  forty 
ritU;mcii  in  the  rear  of  his  own  line,  with  orders  to  fire  upon  iny 
one  who  should  leave  his  post  Under  his  spirited  command  aod 
example,  the  Virginians  kept  their  ground  and  fought  bravely. 

The  action  became  much  broken  up  and  diversified  by  the 
extent  of  the  ground.  The  thickness  of  the  woods  impeded  the 
movements  of  the  cavalry.  The  reserves  on  both  sides  weie 
called  up.  The  British  bayonet  again  succeeded;  the  second 
line  gave  way,  and  General  Stevens,  who  had  kept  the  field  ia^ 
some  time,  after  being  wounded  in  the  thigh  by  a  musket-bv^ 
ordered  a  retreat 

The  enemy  pressed  with  increasing  ardor  against  the  thiid 
line,  composed  of  Continental  troops,  and  supported  by  Colonel 
Washington's  dragoons  and  Kirkwood*s  Delawares.  Greene 
counted  on  these  to  retrieve  the  day.  They  were  regulars ;  they 
were  fresh,  and  in  perfect  order.  He  rode  along  the  line,  calling 
iin  them  to  stand  firm,  and  give  the  enemy  a  warm  reception. 
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Tbe  firet  MaTvland  r^^ment  whkh  was  on  the  rigbt  wing, 
■M  attacked  by  Colonel  Webster,  with  tbo  British  left  It  st^od 
ho  shock  bnvely,  and  being  seconded  by  some  Virginia  troops, 
tad  Eirkwood's  Delawares,  drove  Webster  across  a  ravine.  The 
laoood  Bfarjland  raiment  was  not  so  snccessfnl-  Impetuously 
attacked  by  Colonel  Stewart,  with  a  b«ttalion  of  thp  guards,  and 
L  oompaay  ot  grenadiers,  it  faltered,  gave  way,  and  fled,  aban- 
loniDg  two  field'pieces,  which  were  seized  by  the  enemy.  Stew- 
ut  was  pursuing,  when  the  first  regiment  which  bad  driren  Web- 
Iter  acroaa  the  rari&e,  came  to  the  rescue  with  fixed  bayonets, 
■Me  Colonel  Washington  sparred  up  with  his  cavalry.  The 
B^t  aow  WM  fierce  and  bloody.  Stewart  was  slain ;  the  two 
Bdd-piecea  were  retaken,  and  the  enemy  in  their  turn  gave  way 
■nd  were  pursued  with  slaoghter ;  a  destructive  fire  of  grape-shot 
bom  the  enemy's  artillery  checked  the  pnrsait.  Two  regiments 
i^iproached  on  the  right  and  lefl ;  Webeter  recroesed  the  ravine 
ud  fell  apon  Kirkwood's  Delawares.  There  was  intrepid  fight- 
iag  in  different  parts  of  the  field ;  bat  Oreene  saw  that  the  day 
Ms  lost;  there  was  no  retrieving  the  effect  produced  by  the  first 
l^t  of  the  North  Carolinians.  Unwilling  to  risk  the  utter  de- 
itnicticHi  of  his  army,  he  directed  a  retreat,  which  was  made  in 
prad  order,  bat  they  had  to  leave  their  artillery  on  the  field,  most 
if  the  horses  having  been  killed.  About  three  miles  from  the 
leld  of  action  he  made  a  halt  to  collect  stragglers,  and  then  con- 
inned  <»i  to  the  place  of  rendezvous  at  Speedwell's  Iron  Works 
in  Trooblesome  Creek. 

The  British  were  too  mnch  cat  up  and  fatigued  to  follow  np 
thor  victory.  Two  regiments  with  Tarleton's  cavalry  attempted  a 
[nrsait,  but  were  calle'l  l)»;lt.  Efforts  were  maili;  to  coll«:t.  tlse 
nxuided  of  both  armies,  but  they  were  dispersed  over  so  wide  a 


S4B  ura  ov  wAflmrama;  \fm. 

8|Mo^  amcMig  woods  and  duokola,  tkal  ui^  «ldnl  Mn  tb 
Usk  w«8  aooomidiahed.  It  WMftdknd  nii^  viw  to  Asn^ 
ton ;  a  night  of  anonial  dwkiMH,  with  UmnmlB  of  nh.  Tb 
armj  was  dettitate  of  tanta;  then  wwe  mi  mUMmA  InaMii 
iha  vicinity  to  reoeiva  the  wounded;  pronriooa  weie  eentj; 
manj  had  tasted  Torj  little  food  for  the  last  two  dajs;  tmbl^ 
were  oat  of  the  qnestioo.  Nearly  fifty  of  the  woonded  nk 
nnder  their  aggravated  miaeriesy  and  expired  before  mam^ 
The  cries  of  the  disabled  and  dying,  who  remained  en  die  foU 
of  battle,  during  the  night,  exceeded  all  deaeriptioo.  8M  a 
complicated  scene  of  horror  and  distress,  adds  the  British  wrifer, 
whose  words  we  quote,  it  is  hoped,  for  the  sake  of  homsiiikfi 
rarely  occurs,  even  in  military  life.* 

The  loss  of  the  Americans  in  this  hard-fooght  sffidr,  w» 
never  fully  ascertained.  Their  official  retnms,  made  immediitdy 
after  the  action,  give  little  more  than  four  hundred  killed  and 
wounded,  and  between  eight  and  nine  hundred  niisnog;  Int 
Lord  Gomwallis  states  in  his  despatches,  that  between  two  and 
three  hundred  of  the  Americans  were  found  dead  on  the  field  rf 
battle. 

^  The  loss  sustained  by  lus  lordship,  even  if  numerieall j  \^ 
was  far  more  fatal ;  for,  in  the  circumstances  in  which  he  wis 
placed,  it  was  not  to  be  supplied,  and  it  completely  maimed  idm. 
Of  his  small  army,  ninety-three  had  follen,  four  hundred  and 
thirteen  were  wounded,  and  twenty-six  missing.  Among  tlie 
killed  and  wounded  were  several  officers  of  note.  Thii%  cn^ 
fourth  of  his  army  was  either  kiUed  or  disabled ;  his  troops  weia 
exhausted  by  fatigue  and  hunger ;  his  camp  was  encumbered  \fj 
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llie  wounded.     His  victoiy,  in  fact,  was  almost  as  ruinous  as  a 
defeat. 

Greene  lay  for  two  days  within  ten  miles  of  him,  near  the 

Jnm  Works  on  Troablesome  Creek,  gathering  up  his  scattered 

tioops.     He  had  imbibed  the  spirit  of  Washington,  and  remained 

^udismayed  br  hardships  or  reverses.     Writing  to  the  latter,  he 

mkjB  I  **  Lord  Gomwallis  will  not  give  up  this  country,  without 

being  soundly  beaten.     I  wish  oar  force  was  more  competent  to 

the  bosiness.     Bat  I  am  in  hopes,  by  little  and  little,  to  reduce 

Um  in  tune.     His  troops  are  good,  weU  found,  and  fight  with 

gieal  obstinacy. 

*^  Yirginia,**  adds  he,  *^  has  given  me  every  support  I  could 
wish  or  expect,  since  Lord  GomwaDis  has  been  in  North  Caro- 
lina; and  nothing  has  contributed  more  to  this,  than  the  preju- 
dice of  the  people  in  favor  of  your  Excellency,  which  has  ex- 
tended to  me  from  the  friendship  you  have  been  pleased  to  honor 
lie  With."* 

And  again :  ^*  The  service  here  is  extremely  severe,  and  the 
officers  and  soldiers  heai  it  with  a  degree  of  patience  that  does 
them  the  highest  honor.  I  have  never  taken  off  my  clothes 
Ukoe  I  left  the  Pedee.  I  was  taken  with  a  fainting  last  night, 
owing,  I  suppose,  to  excessive  fatigue  and  constant  watching.  I 
am  better  to-day,  but  far  from  well. — I  have  little  prospect  of 
aoqairing  much  reputation  while  I  labor  under  so  many  disad- 
vantages. I  hope  my  friends  will  make  full  allowances ;  and  as 
far  Tolgar  opinion,  I  regard  it  not." 

In  Washington  he  had  a  friend  whose  approbation  was  dearer 
to  Urn  than  the  applaose  of  thousands,  and  who  knew  how  to 

*  SpariUb    CofTSfpondMiM  of  tiM  RvTolation,  iu.  267. 
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appreciate  him.  To  Greene*B  account  of  the  hattle  he  Mot » 
cheering  repW.  '^  Although  the  honors  of  the  field  do  not  iUl  to 
your  lot,  I  am  convinced  you  deeerre  them.  The  chances  of  war 
are  variouSy  and  the  best  concerted  measures  and  most  flattering 
prospects,  may  and  often  do  deceive  us,  especially  while  we  are 
in  the  power  of  the  militia.  The  motives  which  induced  m  to 
risk  an  action  with  Lord  Gomwallis  are  sujqported  upon  the  best 
military  principle,  and  the  consequence,  if  you  can  prevent  the 
dissipation  of  your  troops,  wrill  no  doubt  be  fortunate.** 

The  consequence,  it  will  be  found,  was  such  as  Washington, 
with  his  usual  sagacity,  predicted.  Gomwallis,  so  &r  from  being 
able  to  advance  in  the  career  of  victory,  could  not  even  hold  the 
ground  he  had  so  bravely  won,  but  was  obliged  to  retreat  from 
the  scene  of  triumph,  to  some  secure  position  where  he  might  ob- 
tain supplies  for  his  famished  army. 

I/^a^ing,  therefore,  about  seventy  of  his  officers  and  men,  who 
were  too  8everely  wounded  to  bear  travelling,  together  with  a 
numl>er  of  wounded  Americans,  in  the  New  Garden  Meeting- 
house, and  the  adjacent  buildings,  under  the  protection  of  a  flag 
of  truce,  and  placing  the  rest  of  his  wounded  in  waggons  or  on 
horseback,  he  set  out,  on  the  third  day  after  the  action,  bv  easy 
marches,  for  Cross  Creek,  otherwise  called  the  Haw,  an  eastern 
branch  of  Cape  Fear  River,  where  was  a  settlement  of  Scottish 
Highlanders,  stout  adherents,  as  he  was  led  to  believe,  to  thei 
royal  cause.  Here  he  expected  to  be  plentifully  supplied  with 
provisions,  and  to  have  his  sick  and  wounded  well  taken  care  oi 
Hence,  too,  he  could  open  a  communication  by  Cape  Fear  Ri^^^t 
with  Wilmington,  and  obtain  from  the  depdt  recently  established 
there,  such  supplies  as  the  country  about  Cross  Creek  did  not 
afford. 
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On  the  day  on  which  he  began  his  march,  he  issued  a  procla- 
tiMtiop,  aetting  forth  his  victory,  calling  upon  all  loyal  subjects  to 
icBn  his  standard,  and  holding  out  the  usual  promises  and  threats 
bo  such  as  should  obey  or  should  continue  in  rebellion. 

No  sooner  did  Greene  learn  that  Comwallis  was  retreating, 
he  set  oat  to  follow  him,  determined  to  bring  him  again  to 
;  and  presenting  the  singular  spectacle  of  the  vanquished 
yusning  the  victor.    His  troops,  however,  suffered  greatly  in  this 
ysimit,  from  wintiy  weather,  deep,  wet,  clayey  roads,  and  scar* 
^y  of  provisions;    the  country  through  which  they  marched 
beiiig  completely  exhausted;. bat  they  harassed  the  enemy's  rear- 
guard with  frequent  skirmishes. 

On  the  28th,  Greene  arrived  at  Ramsey's  ^lills,  on  Deep 
Biver,  hard  on  the  traces  of  Comwallis,  who  had  left  the  place  a 
lew  huun  previously,  with  such  precipitation,  that  several  of  his 
woonded,  whf>  had  died  while  on  the  march,  were  left  behind  un- 
horied.  Several  fresh  quarters  of  beef  had  likewise  been  forgot- 
ten, and  were  seized  upon  with  eagerness  by  the  hungry  soldiery. 
Bach  had  been  the  urgency  of  the  pursuit  this  day,  that  many  of 
tbe  American  troops  sank  upon  the  road  exhausted  with  fatigue. 

At  Deep  River,  Greene  was  brought  to  a  stand.  Ck)rnwalli8 
had  broken  down  the  bridge  by  which  he  had  crossed ;  and  fur- 
tiler  porsait  for  the  present  was  impossible.  The  constancy  of 
the  militia  now  gave  way.  They  had  been  continually  on  the 
Ittarch  with  little  to  eat,  less  to  drink,  and  obliged  to  sleep  in  the 
^voods  in  the  midst  of  smoke.  Every  step  had  led  them  from 
their  homes  and  increased  their  privations.  They  were  now  in 
^^nnl  of  every  thing,  for  the  retreating  enemy  left  a  famished 
OMmtry  behind  him.  The  term  for  which  most  of  them  had  en- 
listed was  expired,  and  they  now  demanded  their  discharge. 
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The  dan&iidwM  jut  and  fMHMUa^  «idy  dl«  ttaMflgiiTiii 
to  ifadLe  thair  detormuutioB,  OtWM  Mft  ^'-Tf"*^  to  omf^ 
with  it  His  forae  thu  rodaood,  it  nodd  1»  iwpwiHi  to  |»» 
me  the  enemy  fnithar.  Thehelt  he  waocUiged  to  aoki  to  col- 
lect pcovioone  and  fobnild  the  bridge^  wouM  gife  than  aidia 
eUrt  as  to  leave  no  hope  of  Ofertaking  tham  aboaU  thej  000* 
tiniw  their  retreat;  nor  eoald  he  fight  them  iqxia  eqaaltenai 
should  they  make  •  atand.    The  regular  troopa  voiild  bo  liti  is 

• 

the  field,  if  raised  at  all :  Viiginiai  bom  the  aneqnal  eporstioa  rf 
the  Lsw  for  draftings  was  not  likely  to  famish  many  sotdnn: 
Maryland,  as  late  as  the  13th  instant,  had  not  got  a  num;  b«- 
ther  was  there  the  least  prospect  of  raising  a  man  in  North  Ciio- 
lina.     In  this  situstion,  remote  from  leinforoemfflitft,  inferior  to 
the  enemy  in  nambers,  and  withoat  hope  of  support,  what  was  to 
be^donet     ''If  the  enemy  falls  down  toward  Wilmington,"  said 
he,  ''  they  will  be  in  a  position  where  it  would  be  impossible  ftr 
us  to  injure  them  if  we  had  a  force.***     Suddenly  he  dete^ 
mined  to  change  his  course,  and  carry  the  war  into  South  Caro* 
Una.    This  would  oblige  the  enemy  either  to  £>llow  hiiii,aBd 
thus  abandon  North  Carolina ;  or  to  sacrifice  all  his  potts  in  ^ 
upper  part  of  North  Carolina  and  Georgia.     To  Washingtna,  to 
whom  he  considered  himself  accountable  for  all  his  pcdicy,  and 
from  whose  counsel  he  derived  confidence  and  strength,  he  writtf 
on  the  present  occasion.      ''  All  things  considered,  I  think  tk 
movement  is  warranted  by  the  soundest  wsMionB,  both  politicil 
and  military.    The  manoeuvre  will  be  critical  and  dangerooiy  tai 
the  troops  exposed  to  every  hardship.     But  as  I  ehsre  it  widi 
them,  I  may  hope  they  will  bear  up  under  it  with  that  magDi' 
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nimity  which  has  always  sopported  them,  and  for  wluch  they  d^ 
serve  erery  thing  of  their  country." — ''  I  shall  take  every  mea- 

« 

sore,**  adds  he,  ^  to  aroid  a  misfortune.  But  necessity  obliges 
me  to  commit  myself  to  chance,  and,  I  trost,  my  friends  will  do 
jnstice  to  my  reputation,  if  any  accident  attends  me.** 

In  this  brave  spirit  he  apprised  Sumter,  Pickens,  and  Marion, 
by  letter,  of  his  intentions,  and  caUed  npon  them  to  be  ready  to 
co-operate  with  all  the  militia  they  could  collect ;  promising  to 
send  forward  cavalry  and  small  detachments  of  light  infantry,  to 
aid  them  in  capturing  outposts  before  the  army  should  arrive. 

To  Lafayette  he  writes  at  the  same  time.  ''  I  expect  by  this 
movement  to  draw  Comwallis  out  of  this  State,  cuid  prevent  hm 
from  forming  a  junction  with  Arnold.  If  you  follow  to  support 
me,  it  is  not  impossible  that  we  may  give  him  a  drubbing,  espe- 
cially if  Gtoeral  Wayne  comes  up  with  the  Pennsylvanians.** 

In  pursuance  of  his  plan,  Greene,  on  the  30th  of  March,  dis- 
charged all  his  militia  with  many  thanks  for  the  courage  and 
fortitude  with  which  they  had  followed  him  through  so  many 
scenes  of  peril  and  hardship ;  and  joyously  did  the  poor  fellows 
let  out  for  their  homes.      Then,  after  giving  his  "little,  dis- 
tressed, though  successful  army,"  a  shoi;^  taste  of  the  repose  they 
needed,  and  having  collected  a  few  days'  provision,  he  set  for- 
irard  on  the  5th  of  April  toward  Camden,  where  Lord  Rawdon 
had  his  head«quarters. 

Comwallis,  in  the  mean  time,  was  g^evously  disappointed  in 
tbe  hopes  he  had  formed  of  obtaining  ample  provisions  and  for- 
age St  Gross  Creek,  and  strong  reinforcements  from  the  royalists 
Ui  that  neighborhood.  Neither  could  he  open  a  communication  by 
^pe  Fear  River,  for  the  conveyance  of  his  troops  to  Wilmington. 

The  distance  by  water  was  upwards  of  a  hundred  milea^  th% 
Vol  IV.— J  J* 


It  WW  his  lord^hii^ 

ecinii'i't'ii  liis  i-'""ii  I'l'rps  and 
fijrifmcnlr  from  Irelaod,  to 
of  tp'ring  prpuvtinn  to  tha 
of  prewrviug  the  health  of 
metuiun^s  with  Sir  Henry  C 
cttrt*Hl,  however,  by  intellif 
Camden.  Never,  wo  iu« 
than  by  this  new*.  "Mj 
writes  he.  "  Greene  took ' 
oomt  to  this  pliK'e,  Mid  hM 
pre«si«  to  Lurd  Rawdon  oQ 
of  the  possibility  of  such 
taineeni  and  militia  hav^  { 
vinre,  and  I  mncli  fear  thk 
tant  from  each  other,  and 
into  the  greatest  danger  oj 
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It  was  too  late  for  his  lordship  to  reuder  any  aid  by  a  direct 
UofVB  towards  Camden.  Before  he  could  arrive  there,  Greene 
'^ronld  have  made  an  attack ;  if  successfol,  his  lordship's  army 
ndgfat  be  hemmed  in  among  the  great  rivers,  in  an  exhaasted 
^oontiy,  revolutionary  in  its  spirit,  where  Greene  might  cut  off 
Iheir  subsistence,  and  render  their  arms  useless. 

All  thoughts  of  offensive  operations  against  North  Carolina 
were  at  an  end.  Sickness,  desertion,  and  the  loss  sustained  at 
Guilford  Court-house,  had  reduced  his  little  army  to  fourteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-five  men. 

In  this  sad  predicament,  after  remaining  several  days  in  a 
painfiil  state  of  irresolution,  he  determined  to  take  advantage  of 
Greene's  having  left  the  back  part  of  Virginia  open,  to  march 
diiecdy  into  that  province,  and  attempt  a  junction  with  the  force 
acting  there  under  General  Phillips. 

By  this  move,  he  might  draw  Greene  back  to  the  northward, 
and  by  the  reduction  of  Virginia,  he  might  promote  the  subjuga- 
tion of  the  South.  The  move,  however,  he  felt  to  be  perilous. 
His  troops  were  worn  down  by  upwards  of  eight  hundred  miles 
dT  marching  and  counter-marching,  through  an  inhospitable  and 
impracticable  country ;  they  had  now  three  hundred  more  before 
them ;  under  stfll  worse  circumstances  than  those  in  which  they 
fat  set  out ;  for,  so  destitute  were  they,  notwithstanding  the  sup- 
plies received  at  Wilmington,  that  his  lordship,  sadly  humorous, 
declared,  "his  cavalry  wanted  every  thing,  and  his  infantry, 
srery  thing  but  shoes.*'  * 

There  was  no  time  for  hesitation  or  delay;  Greene  might 
letom  and  render  the  junction  with  Phillips  impracticable :  hav- 

•  Anmial  Register,  1781,  p.  90, 
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CHAPTEB  XXI. 

OIJ}  AT  POKTBMOIJTB  Ilf  TIROnviA— KXTKDITIOHS  8B!IT  AOAIlfST  RIM—* 
nSTBTJCTlO^fS  TO  LAFATKITIC — ^WASHiarOTO!!  AT  NBWPOKT — CONSVLTATIOMI 
iriTH  DE  ROOHAMBKAn — SAILING  OP  THE  FRBHCH  FLRRT — PURSUED  BT 
FBE  EXOLISH — E:CPEDin02r  OP  I^APATETTB  TO  VIBOimA — KlfOAOEXEMT 
igrwEBN  THE  ERGUSH  AND  PIUQICB  FLEETS — FAILURE  OF  THE  EXPBDl' 
n03C  AGAIK8T  ARNOLD— LETTER  OP  WASKINGTCnf  TO  COLONEL  LAURENS — 
KBASURES  TO  REINFORCE  GREENE— GENERAL  PHILLIPS  IN  COMMAND  AT 
rORTSMOUTH — MARAUDS  THE  COUNTRY— CHECKED  BY  LAFAYETTE — MOUNT 
rSRNOM   MESACED— DEATH  OP  PH1LLIP& 

i  fonner  chapter  we  left  Benedict  Arnold  foilifTiiig  himself  at 
Umoath,  after  his  ravaging  incursion.  At  the  solicitation  of 
emor  Jefferson,  backed  by  Congress,  the  Chevalier  de  la  Lu- 
te had  requested  the  French  commander  at  the  eastward  to 
i  a  ship  of  the  line  and  some  frigates  to  Chesapeake  Bay  to 
>ee  the  traitor.  Fortunately,  at  this  juncture  a  severe  snow- 
m  (Jan.  22d)  scattered  Arbnthnot's.  blockading  squadron, 
^king  one  ship  of  the  line  and  dismasting  others,  and  enabled 
French  fleet  at  Newport  to  look  abroad ;  and  Rochambeau 
:e  to  Washington  that  the  Chevalier  Destouches,  who  com- 
ided  the  fleet,  proposed  to  send  three  or  four  ships  to  the 
lapeake. 

Washington  feared  the  position  of  Arnold,  and  his  well- 
wn  address,  might  enable  him  to  withstand  a  mere  attack  by 


■mtUaa  h^  "bof  ffuJi  bl 
Sonthem  BtaU^  tktt  i  h 
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^lioTilii  Hill  be  oonvMiionl  for 
your  force  i  provided  M.  Det 
tioDs  by  HucU  a  dispoeitk»  < 
iu&n>l  of  the  bay,  and  pnrn 
York." 

B«foi«  the  rtceipt  of  Uiii 
ing  un  their  first  unpolset  I 
tMhed  M.  de  Tillv,  with  » 
lankii  &  dasli  ioto  the  ChcOTj 
ihinr  nailing  junl  as  he  waa  ) 
ilred  men  spoken  of  in  his  1 
the  command  of  thia  detacb 
act  in  conjunction  with  ths 
touches,  against  the  enomj^ 
CAM  wsa  nrgent,  be  was  to 

f,.r  wiint  nlth-r  of  nmviqinn*. 
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old  fall  into  joor  liandsy  you  will  ezechte  in  the  most  snm^ 
17  manner." 

Washington  wrote  at  the  same  time  to  the  Baron  Steuben, 
bfsiing  him  of  the  arrangements,  and  requesting  him  to  be  on 
B  alert.  **  If  the  fleet  should  have  arrived  before  this  gets  to 
■d,"  said  he,  ^  secrecy  will  be  out  of  the  question ;  if  not,  you 
D  coDoeal  your  expectations,  and  only  seem  to  be  preparing  for 
Anoe.  Arnold,  on  the  appearance  of  the  fleet,  may  endeavor 
'  vetieat  throogh  North  Carolina.  K  you  take  any  measure  to 
iriste  this,  the  precaution  will  be  advisable.  Should  you  be 
is  to  capture  this  detachment  with  its  chie^  it  will  be  an  event 
ipkasing  as  it  will  be  useful." 

La&yette  set  out  on  his  march  on  the  22d  of  February,  and 

« 

hihington  was  indulg^g  the  hope  that,  scanty  as  was  the 
Kval  force  sent  to  the  Chesapeake,  the  combined  enterprise 
^t  be  soocessful,  when,  on  the  27th,  he  received  a  letter  from 
A  Coont  de  Bochambeau  announcing  its  failure.  De  Tilly  had 
Ids  his  dash  into  Chesapeake  Bay,  but  Arnold  had  been  ap- 
bed  by  the  British  Admiral  Arbuthnot  of  his  approach,  and 
t  drawn  his  ships  high  up  Elizabeth  Biver.  The  water  was 
^  shallow  for  the  largest  French  ships  to  get  within  four  leagues 
Imn.  One  of  De  Tilly's  frigates  ran  aground,  and  was  got  off 
Qi  difficulty,  and  that  commander,  seeing  that  Arnold  was  out 
his  reach,  and  fearing  to  be  himself  blockaded  should  he  lin- 
r,  put  to  sea  and  returned  to  Newport ;  having  captured  during 
ft  cruise  a  British  frigate  of  forty-four  guns,  and  two  privateers 
th  their  prizes. 

The  French  commanders  now  determined  to  follow  the  plan 
nested  by  Washington,  and  operate  in  the  Chesapeake  with 

ir  whole  fleet  and  a  detachment  of  land  troops,  being,  as  they 
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uid,  diipoaeil  to  rick  ererj  i^Dg  to  hiaim  AnaU  ftMHti^ 
lUhinff  hinucir  at  PortsmonUL 

Wuhiogtoa  Mt  oat  for  Newport  to  oooeaft  iniiiiifiiw  nft 
tiM  Franch  cocammaaden.  Beton  hia  dc^wtnre^  he  vnlitB 
lA&jette,  on  the  lit  of  Uvch,  giving  him  iDl<31igaDee  of  tkw 
iountioD^  Uid  deairing  him  to  trrannit  it  to  the  Buta  StMba. 
"I  have  lecFived  a  Iett«r,''  adds  he,  "hwa  Oeocnl  Qnm^Vr 
vhich  it  appears  that  Comwallia,  with  tirentj-fira  hiiitdradM^ 
KTBB  penetrating  the  conotrjr  with  rvrj  great  rapiditj,  and 
with  a  much  inferior  ibroe  retiring  before  him,  having 
to  paaa  the  Boanoke.  This  intelligence,  and  an 
that  Arnold  may  make  hia  escape  before  the  ficet  can  anina 
the  baj,  indnccs  me  to  give  yoa  greater  latitude  than  yon  hut  ii 
j-oiir  original  tnatructione.  You  are  al  liberty  to  concert  ■  pla 
witli  the  Freiicli  general  end  naval  commander  for  a 
North  Carolina,  to  cut  off  the  detachment  of  the  c 
had  ascended  Capo  Fear  River,  intercept,  if  poeeible,  CottnJk, 
and  relieve  liencral  Greene  and  the  Southern  State*.  "Bu, 
however,  ouglit  to  be  a  Becondaty  object,  attempted  in  OMtf 
Amold'fl  retreat  to  New  York ;  or  in  case  his  redaction 
1«  attended  with  too  much  delay.  There  should  be  stnagiw- 
■ona  to  induce  a  change  of  oar  first  plan  agMnat  Arnold  if  ht  ii 
etill  in  Virginia. 

Washington  arrived  at  Newport  on  the  6th  of  Uaidv  nl 
found  the  Freoeh  deet  ready  tor  sea,  the  troop«  eleven 
strong,  commanded  by  General  the  Boron  de  Viomenil,  tniif 
already  embarked. 

Washington  went  immediately  on  board  of  the  adniinl**  alnf» 
where  he  had  an  interview  with  the  Count  de  Bochambeaa,  W 
arranged  the  plan  of  the  campaign.     Betoming  on  shore  iw  *■ 
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^^^fetion ;  and  was  gratified  to  perceive  the  harmony  and  good 

^^H  betneen  them  and  the  French  army  and  fleet.     Much  of  ihiB 

^^^Vittribiited  to  the  wiadom  of  the  commanders,  and  the  disci- 

^ine  of  the  troops,  but  more  to  magnimimity  on  the  one  part, 

anil  gratitude  on  the  other ;  and  he  hailed  it  as  a  happy  presaga 

uf  lasting  friendship  between  the  two  nations. 

On  tiie  8th  of  March,  at  ten  o'clock  at  night,  he  writes  to 
I.afayette:  "I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  n hole 
fleet  went  out  with  a  fair  nind  this  evening  about  sunset.  We 
have  not  heard  of  any  move  of  the  British  in  Gardiner's  Bay. 
Should  we  luckily  meet  with  no  interruption  from  ihcm.  and 
Arnold  should  continue  in  Virginia,  until  the  arrival  of  M.  Des- 
tonchea,  I  flatter  myself  you  will  meet  with  that  success  which  I 
tno«t  ardently  wish,  not  only  on  the  public,  but  your  own 
MOonnL" 

The  British  fleet  Toade  sail  in  pUTBUit,  on  the  morning  of  the 
loth  ;  as  the  French  hod  so  much  the  start,  it  was  hoped  they 
would  reach  Chesapeake  Bay  before  them.  Washington  felt  the 
jiresent  to  be  a  most  importart  moment.  "The  success  of  the 
expedition  now  in  agiiation,"  said  he.  "  seems  to  depend  upon  a 
naval  Bnporiority,  and  the  force  of  the  two  fleets  is  bo  equal,  that 
We  must  rather  hope  for,  than  entertain  an  assurance  of  victory. 
Tlie  attempt,  however,  made  by  our  allies  to  dislodge  the  enemy 
ill  Virginia,  is  a  bold  one,  and  should  it  fail,  will  neverthelen 
«nlitle  them  to  the  thanks  of  the  public." 

On  returning  to  his  head-quarters  at  New  Windsor,  Wash- 
ington on  the  20tb  of  March  found  letters  from  General  Greene^ 
informing  him  that  he  had  saved  all  his  baggage,  artillery,  and 
Btores,  notwithstanding  the  hot  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  Mtd  tifta 
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now  inhittaTa  foUowing  Um^  but  that  htwm  gwflyitiiwi 

of  niaftccMDeaU. 

"H7  ngmr<t  fi>r  the  pnUic  good,  asd  iajiiidinaliaBto|» 
mot*  jour  MKceai,''  writes  Waihingtm  in  raplf,  "  will  pnaft 
DM  to  gin  erery  amtUaoo,  and  to  make  every  divetuon  in  janr 
&Tor.  Bat  what  can  I  do  if  I  am  not  famished  with  the  maul 
Pron  what  t  hw  and  learned  while  kt  the  eaatward,  I  an  ca» 
vincad  the  leriee  will  be  Ute  in  the  field,  and  I  fear  &i  abort  of 
the  n<iidrition.  I  most  anxioasly  wut  the  event  of  the  pnnat 
t^etatioD  in  Virginis.  If  attended  with  ancceas,  it  maj  bsve  tb 
hapiMest  inflnence  on  our  aoathem  afiaire,  by  leaving  the  fenetof 
Vi^inia  free  to  act  For  while  there  ia  ma  enemy  in  the  heart  of 
acooatry,  yoocan  expect  n«tIieriiienDorBiipplieafromit,iiillist 
full  and  regular  manner  in  which  they  ought  to  be  given." 

In  the  mean  time,  I^fayette  with  his  detachment  wu  {«» 
ing  forward  by  forced  marchea  for  Virginia.  Arriving  at  the 
Head  of  Elk  on  the  Sd  of  Uarch,  he  halted  nntU  he  dbooH 
receive  tidings  rebpecting  the  French  fieet.  A  letter  turn  tla 
Baron  Stenben  spoke  of  the  preparations  he  was  making,  and  tks 
&cility  of  taking  the  fortifications  of  Portemouth,  "srod  is 
hand."  The  youthful  marquis  was  not  bo  sanguine  as  the  vet^ 
ran  baron.  *'  Arnold,"  said  he,  "  has  had  bo  much  time  to  [f^ 
pare,  and  plays  so  deep  a  game ;  nature  has  made  the  pontiiA  ■> 
respectable,  and  some  of  the  troops  under  his  orders  have  bea>  !■ 
ao  many  actions,  that  I  do  not  flatter  myself  to  suooeed  n  eadj' 
On  the  7tb  he  received  Washington's  letter  of  the  Ist,  ^iprinng 
him  of  the  approaching  departure  of  the  whole  fleet  with  kal 
forces.  Lafsyette  now  condncted  his  tioofw  by  water  to  Anm^ 
lis,  and  concluding,  from  the  time  the  ships  were  to  sail,  sad  thi 
winds  which  hal  since  pievailed,  the  French  Seat  DUt  te 
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already  in  the  Chesapeake,  he  crossed  the  hay  in  an  open  hoat  to 
Yirginia,  and  pnshed  on  to  confer  with  the  American  and  French 
oommanderH ;  get  a  convoy  for  his  troops,  and  concert  matters  for 
a  vigorous  co-operation.  Arriving  at  York  on  the  14th,  he  found 
the  Baron  Steuhen  in  the  hustle  of  military  preparations,  and 
confident  of  having  five  thousand  militia  ready  to  co-operate. 
These,  with  Lafayette's  detachment,  would  be  sufficient  for  the 
attack  by  land ;  nothing  Was  wanting  but  a  co-operation  by  sea ; 
and  the  French  fleet  had  not  yet  appeared,  though  double  the 
time  necessary  for  the  voyage  had  elapsed.  The  marquis  re- 
paired to  Qeneral  Mnhlenburg's  camp  near  Suffolk,  and  recon- 
noitred with  him  the  enemy's  works  at  Portsmouth ;  this  brought 
on  a  trifling  skirmish,  but  every  thing  appeared  satisfactory; 
every  thing  promised  complete  success. 

On  the  20th,  word  was  brought  that  a  fleet  had  come  to 
anchor  within  the  capes.  It  was  supposed  of  course  to  be  the 
French,  and  now  the  capture  of  the  traitor  was  certain.  He 
himself  from  certain  signs  appeared  to  be  in  great  confusion; 
none  of  his  ships  ventured  down  the  bay.  An  officer  of  the 
French  navy  bore  down  to  visit  the  fleet,  but  returned  with  the 
astounding  intelligence  that  it  was  British ! 

Admiral  Arbuthnot  had  in  fact  overtaken  Destouches  on  the 
IGth  of  March,  off  the  capes  of  Virginia.  Their  forces  were 
nearly  equal ;  eight  ships  of  the  line,  and  four  frigates  on  each 
side,  the  French  having  more  men,  the  English  more  guns.  An 
engagement  took  place  which  lasted  about  an  hour.  The  British 
van  at  first  took  the  brunt  of  the  action,  and  was  severely 
bandied ;  the  centre  came  up  to  its  relief.  The  French  line  was 
boken  and  gave  way,  but  rallied,  and  formed  again  at  some  dis- 
tance.   The  crippled  state  of  some  of  his  ships  prevented  tha 
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British  adminl  from  bringing  on  a  second  cnooanter;  nor  £i 
the  French  seek  one,  bat  shaped  their  ooone  the  nest  dsybsck 
to  Newport.  Both  sideB  ckimed  a  rictory.  The  Britiflh  oo^ 
tainly  effected  the  main  objects  thej  had  in  new ;  the  FreDch 
were  cut  uff  from  the  Chesapeake;  the  combined  enterprise 
against  Portsmoath  was  disconcerted,  and  Arnold  was  saved. 
Great  must  have  been  the  apprehensions  of  the  traitor,  while  that 
enterprise  threatened  to  entri^  him.  He  knew  the  peculiar  perQ 
impending  over  him ;  it  had  been  announced  in  the  sturdy  rqilj 
of  an  American  prisoner,  to  his  inqoiry  what  his  ooontrymea 
would  do  to  him  if  he  were  captored. — '^  They  woold  cat  off  the 
leg  wounded  in  the  service  of  your  country  and  bury  it  with  the 
honors  of  war ;  the  rest  of  you  they  would  hang !  ** 

The  feelings  of  Washington,  on  hearing  of  the  result  of  the 
enterprise^  may  be  judged  from  the  following  passage  of  a  letter 
to  Colonel  John  Laurens,  then  minister  at  Paris.  "  The  failure 
of  this  expedition,  which  was  most  flattering  in  the  commeDce- 
menU  is  much  to  be  regretted ;  because  a  successful  blow  in  that 
qua r tor  would,  in  all  probability,  have  given  a  decisive  torn  to 
our  affairs  in  all  the  Southern  States;  because  it  has  been 
attcn<levl  with  considerable  expense  on  our  part,  and  much  incca- 
vouioiK-e  to  the  State  of  Virginia,  by  the  assembling  of  ou 
militia ;  because  the  world  is  disappointed  at  not  seeing  Arnold 
in  gibbets;  and  abo%'e  all,  because  we  stood  in  need  of  some- 
thing to  keep  us  afloat  till  the  result  of  your  mission  is  known; 
for  be  assureiL  my  dear  Laurens,  day  does  not  follow  night  more 
certainly,  tlian  it  brings  with  it  some  additional  proof  of  the 
impracticability  of  carrying  on  the  war,  without  the  aids  job 
were  directed  to  solicit  As  an  honest  and  candid  man,  as  a 
man  whose  all  dej^nds  on  the  final  and  happy  termination  of 
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the  present  contest,  I  assert  this,  while  I  give  it  decisively  as  mj 
opinion,  that,  without  a  foreign  loan,  our  present  force,  which  is 
ixit  the  remnant  of  an  army,  cannot  he^  kept  together  this  cam* 
migUj  mnch  less  will  it  be  increased,  and  in  readiness  for  an- 
other. ♦  ♦•♦♦♦  If  France  delays  a  timely  and  pow- 
trfal  aid  in  the  critical  posture  of  our  affairs,  it  will  avail  us 
mthing  should  she  attempt  it  hereafter.  We  are  at  this  hour 
nspended  in  the  balance ;  not  from  choice,  but  from  hard  and 
iheolute  necessity;  and  you  may  rely  on  it.  as  a  fact,  that  we 
annot  transport  the  provisions  from  the  States  in  which  they  are 
lasessed,  to  the  army,  because  we  cannot  pay  the  teamsters,  who 
rill  no  longer  work  for  certificates.  *  *  *  In  a  word,  we  are 
it  the  end  of  our  tether,  and  now  or  never  our  deliverance  must 
ome.  ♦  ♦  *  How  easy  would  it  be  to  retort  the  enemy's 
nrn  game  upon  them;  if  it  could  be  made  to  comport  with 
he  general  plan  of  the  war,  to  keep  a  superior  fleet  always  in 
hese  seas,  and  France  would  put  us  in  condition  to  be  active,  by 
idvancing  us  money.  The  ruin  of  the  enemy*s  schemes  would 
Jien  be  certain ;  the  bold  game  they  are  now  playing  would  be 
iie  means  of  effecting  it ;  for  they  would  be  reduced  to  the  ne- 
Mdty  of  concentrating  their  force  at  capital  points;  thereby 
|;iving  ap  all  the  advantages  they  have  gained  in  the  Southern 
hates,  or  be  vulnerable  every  where.'* 

Washington's  anxiety  was  now  awakened  for  the  safety  of 
3eneral  Greene.  Two  thousand  troops  had  sailed  from  New 
fork  under  General  Phillips,  probably  to  join  with  the  force 
mder  Arnold,  and  proceed  to  reinforce  Comwallis.  Should  they 
arm  a  junction,  Greene  would  be  unable  to  withstand  them. 
iVith  these  considerations  Washington  wrote  to  Lafayette,  urging 
lim,  ance  he  was  already  three  hundred  miles,  which  was  half 
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the  ill(tance«  on  the  war,  to  posh  on  with  all  ponfale  ipeedlo 
jiHit  the  siHithem  army,  Mnding  expre— ea  ahead  to  infimn  Qnm 
of  \\\s.  a|i|ir\uk*h. 

riie  letter  found  Lafavette  on  the  8th  of  April,  at  the  Hod 
oi*  Klk,  prej^rin^  to  marvh  bock  with  his  troops  to  the  btnbcf 
the  Hut)!k«u.  On  his  return  thnmgh  Virginia,  he  had  gone  oot 
of  his  >»a\\  and  travelled  all  night  for  the  purpose  of  aeein; 
WAsiunt^toirs  mother  at  Freilericksborg,  and  paying  a  risit  to 
Mount  Vernon.  He  now  8tood  ready  to  obey  Washingtoo*! 
or\ler««  and  niaivh  to  reinforce  General  Greene ;  bnt  his  troop, 
who  werv  ehietly  fnnn  the  Eastern  States,  murmured  at  the  pit» 
|H\*t  of  a  oaTii(Kiii;u  in  a  nouthom  climate,  and  desertions  begai 
to  wvur.  TjHMi  this  he  announoeil  in  general  orders,  that  he  wn 
aKuit  to  enter  imi  an  enterprise  of  great  difficulty  and  danger,  ii 
Ykh'xAx  ho  trustisl  his  s<>ldiers  would  not  abandon  him.  Anr. 
lu»Hv'\er,  nho  x\er\»  un^^illing,  should  receive  permits  to  reton 
home. 

.Vs  he  had  antioi|>ate«l,  their  pride  was  roused  by  this  appf*I 
All  enirai;>**l  to  vxmiinue  forwanL  So  great  was  the  fear  of  ap 
|H*ariua:  a  l;i^»r\U  or  a  craven,  that  a  sergeant,  too  lame  ti 
niarv-h,  hir\sl  a  pluiV  in  a  cart  to  keep  up  with  the  army.  In  tb 
Beal  of  the  moment,  l.afayette  borrowed  money  on  his  owncredi 
frv«m  the  lUltiuu^n*  merv*hants,  to  purchase  summer  clothing  & 
bin  ir\K^|v<,  in  «hioh  he  was  aided,  tixx,  by  the  ladies  of  thecitj 
^ith  whom  he  was  deserveilly  ix>pular. 

The  deta^'hment  fmm  New  York,  under  General  Phillip 
arrived  at  IVrtsmouth  on  the  2(Uh  of  March.  That  officer  inim< 
diatx'lv  t(vk  ivnimand.  greatly  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Britit 
otlkt»rs,  who  hail  Uvn  acting  under  Arnold.  The  force  now  cf 
lectevl  there  amounteii  to  three  thousand  five  hundred  men.    TI 
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garrisoQ  of  New  York  had  been  greatly  weakened  in  furnishing 
this  detachment,  but  Comwallis  had  urged  the  policy  of  transfer- 
xing  the  seat  of  war  to  Virginia,  even  at  the  expense  of  aban- 
doning New  York ;  declaring  that  until  that  State  was  subdued, 
the  British  hold  upon  the  Carolinas  must  be  difficult,  if  not  pre- 
ctrioiis. 

The  disparity  in  force  was  now  so  great,  that  the  Baron  Steu- 
Vn  had  to  withdraw  his  troops,  and  remove  the  military  stores 
hto  the  interior.  Many  of  the  militia,  too,  their  term  of  three 
Mmths  being  expired,  stacked  their  arms,  and  set  off  for  their 
lomei,  and  most  of  the  residue  had  to  be  discharged. 

General  Phillips  had  hitherto  remained  quiet  in  Portsmouth, 
«oiii|deting  the  fortifications,  but  evidently  making  preparations 
ftr  an  expedition.  On  the  16th  of  April,  he  left  one  thousand 
Ben  in  garrison,  and,  embarking  the  rest  in  small  vessels  of 
li^t  dranght,  proceeded  up  James  Biver,  destroying  armed  ves- 
tda,  pablic  magazines,  and  a  ship-yard  belonging  to  the  State. 

landing  at  City  Point,  he  advanced  against  Petersburg,  a 
place  of  deposit  of  military  stores  and  tobacco.  He  was  met 
aboat  a  mile  below  the  town  by  about  one  thousand  militia, 
uder  General  Mnhlenbnrg,  who,  after  disputing  the  ground  inch 
Ij  inch  for  nearly  two  hours,  with  considerable  loss  on  both  sides,' 
VBtreated  aerots  the  Appomattox,  breaking  down  the  bridge  be- 
Idn^them. 

Fhfllips  entered  the  town,  set  fire  to  the  tobacco  warehouses, 
nd  destroyed  all  the  vessels  lying  in  the  river.  Bepairing  and 
ooaring  the  bridge  over  the  Appomattox,  he  proceeded  to  Ches- 
tatflald  Conrt-hoase,  where  he  destroyed  barracks  and  public 
■tores;  whfle  Arnold,  with  a  detachment,  laid  waste  the  maga- 
of  tobaooo  in  the  direction  of  Warwick.     A  fire  was  opened 
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IrlhBbttvfian  m  few  Md^fiaoM  m  Oa  linr  Ink,  ^w  a 
■IMdnn  flf  Kiun,  wwd  renb,  ^m4  httd  tiH  iMndtd  to  «■ 
operalA  witk  the  Fraicii  faat  agiiat  IVifcMntfc  nacnm 
K«UladorMtfinlotbB%Mid  Hcapod  to  the  MaAabrfdiB 
rirer. 

Tlu  dartractin  coons  wa  parvaed  nstO  tiwf  antnil  it 
Mmclnitar,  •  amaO  place  oppcnta  BirfaiMnd,  wfacn  tha  toUew 
waiahoaaM  were  immediatriy  Id  a  blaae.  BidimoDd  wm  a 
ing  otgect  d  Mum  deaolattng  ntapria^  for  then  a  gnat  partt/ 
tha  niliUir  itoKa  of  tfaa  Stale  had  boHi  collected.  f^)rtaIMtal^ 
La&jett«^  with  hiadatadimqitrf  two  Aopond  am,  had  anifd 
there,  hj  fantd  marchei,  the  erenin^  beftwey  and  bong  joiiKd  hj 
about  two  thoDsaDd  militia  and  sixty  dr^nms  ftbe  latter,  piii>- 
afUy  joaog  Vlrgiaians  of  famUy),  had  posted  himself  itKt^7 
on  the  high  hanks  on  the  north  nde  of  the  river. 

Tbtm  being  no  bridge  acroaa  the  river  at  that  time,  Gencnl 
Phillips  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  attempt  a  passage  iabetii 
snch  a  force  to  posted ;  bat  waa  exUetnely  irritated  at  being  (tea 
foiled  hj  the  ofleritj  of  his  yonthful  apponent,  who  now  awnBal 
the  chief  command  of  the  American  forces  in  Virginia. 

Betaroin^  down  the  sooth  bank  of  the  river,  to  ths  fi"* 
where  his  vcsaels  awaited  him,  General  Phillips  re^embafked  <*> 
the  2d  of  May,  and  dropped  slowly  down  the  river  bdow  (he  vst- 
fluence  of  the  Chickabomony.  He  was  f<Jlowed  cantiondy,  uA 
his  movements  watched  by  Lafayette,  who  posted  himsalf  belniid 
the  last^iamed  river. 

Despatebes  from  Comwallia  now  informed  PMtllps  Ihatlia 
lordship  was  advancing  with  all  speed  fmm  the  Bonth  to  cfiRt* 
jnnction  with  him.  The  general  immediately  matle  a  rapid  mm 
to  ngun  pQBMEsion  of  Peterabarg,  where  the  junctian  ww  U^ 
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take  place.  Lafayette  attempted  by  forced  marches  to  get  there 
before  him,  but  was  too  late.  Falling  back,  therefore,  he  re- 
crossed  James  Biver  and  stationed  himself  some  miles  below 
Sichmond,  to  be  at  hand  for  the  protection  of  the  public  stores 
collected  there. 

Daring  this  main  expedition  of  Phillips,  some  of  his  smaller 
vessels  had  carried  on  the  plan  of  plunder  and  devastation  in 
other  of  the  rivers  emptying  into  the  Chesapeake  Bay ;  setting 
fire  to  the  houses  where  they  met  with  resistance.  One  had 
ascended  the  Potomac  and  menaced  Mount  Vernon.  Lund 
Washington,  who  had  charge  of  the  estate,  met  the  flag  which 
the  enemy  sent  on  shore,  and  saved  the  property  from  ravage,  by 
famishing  the  vessel  with  provisions.  Lafayette,  who  heard  of 
the  circumstance,  and  was  sensitive  for  the  honor  of  Washington, 
immediately  wrote  to  him  on  the  subject.  '^  This  conduct  of  the 
person  who  represents  you  on  your  estate,"  writes  he,  "  must  ccr- 
tunly  produce  a  bad  effect.,  and  contrast  with  the  courageous  re- 
plies of  some  of  your  neighbors,  whose  houses  in  consequence 
have  been  burnt.  You  will  do  what  you  think  proper,  my  dear 
general,  but  friendship  makes  it  my  duty  to  give  you  confiden- 
tially the  facts.** 

Washington,  however,  had  previously  received  a  letter  from 
Lund  himself,  stating  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  had 
immediately  written  him  a  reply.  He  had  no  doubt  that  liUnd 
liad  acted  from  his  best  judgment,  and  with  a  view  to  preserve  the 
property  and  buildings  from  impending  danger,  but  he  was  stun^j 
to  the  quick  by  the  idea  that  his  agent  should  go  on  board  of  the 
enemy's  vessels,  carry  them  refreshments,  and  "  commune  with  a 
paivcl  of  plunderinf^  scoundrels,"  as  he  termed  them.  "  It  would 
have  been  a  less  painful  circumstance  to  mc  to  have  heard,"  writes 
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hi.  "  :bas  j:  onusc-^'afoce  of  jnar  naooompliAnoe  with  their  leqncst, 
li-j  z^i  >*^mc  SI  J  hpjos^  and  lud  mj  pUatation  in  nuns.  Toa 
cn^L",  ^-^  Lftve  cocsil-^rvd  joanelf  u  mv  repreaenUdre,  and 
f^:«il  L  'lAf-f  rrdectei  oa  the  bad  example  of  commankating  with 
tbi  «^<rnj  AQ-i  rraking  a  folantarr  offer  of  refreshments  to  them, 
wi-ii  A  ¥->w  t>  prerent  a  conflagratioD.'* 

Iz  .v>.-!:i'iia2r  his  letter,  he  expresses  his  opinioa  that  it  mi 
tbe  i=:c^:>  -a  >.tf  the  enemj  to  ppjsecate  the  plandering  plan  they 
hai  rersn :  an*!  that  it  vooIJ  end  in  the  destruction  of  his  pro- 
per^v.  '.  at  ^iis^  that  he  is  -  prepared  for  the  event"  He  ad?isei 
hi«  a?e=t  to  'iepTsit  the  mo«t  valoable  and  least  bolkj  articles  in 
a  r*A^*  y<  «a:>:v.  "S*:b  an-l  so  manv  things  as  are  necessirr 
:■  ■:  ■.-  -:=:  -.  a",  i  rrwen:  use  mast  be  retained,  and  must  run  their 
<.:a-.  T  tr.rxijh  :be  5orv  trial  of  this  summer." 

S-  "-  werv"  :he  <:'?a  ifast  purposes  of  Washington's  mind  when 
-ir  Wis  Vr.  lirr.t  Lome  lo  his  duor,  and  threatening  his  earthly 
:Aii:<^  o:'  Mo'jn:  Vernon. 

la  the  mean  lime  the  desolatmg  career  of  Greneral  Phillips 
^  i<  '  r^u^t  to  a  oLise-  He  ha^i  been  ill  for  some  days  previoos 
to  h!*  arrival  at  Petersbarsr.  and  br  the  time  he  reached  there, 
ui<  r.  >  lor.^r  capable  ol  giWng  orders.  He  died  four  days 
a:tT«arIs:  homrei  and  deeply  regretted  by  his  brothers  in 
arrjs,  as  a  mer:tori*>us  and  well-tried  soldier.  What  made  his 
dt-ath  to  he  more  sensibly  felt  by  them  at  this  moment,  was.  that 
it  put  the  traitor.  Arnold,  once  more  in  the  general  command. 

He  he: J  it.  however,  but  for  a  short  time,  as  Lord  Comwallis 
arrived  at  Petersbur?  on  the  20th  of  Mav,  after  nearly  a  month's 
weary  marv^hinii  from  Wilmington.  His  lordship,  on  takinj^ 
command,  toiind  his  force  augmented  by  a  considerable  detach- 
ment of  royal  artillery^  two  battalions  of  light  infantry,  the  76tb 
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and  80th  British  regiments,  a  Hessian  regiment,  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Simcoe^s  corps  of  Queen's  rangers,  cavalry  and  infantry, 
one  hundred  yagers,  Arnold's  legion  of  royalists,  and  the  garrison 
of  Portsmouth.  He  was  cheered  also  by  intelligence  that  Lord 
Rawdon  had  obtained  an  advantage  over  General  Oreene  before 
Camden,  and  that  three  British  regiments  had  sailed  from  Cork 
for  Charleston.  His  mind,  we  are  told,  was  now  set  at  ease  with 
r^;ard  to  Southern  affairs ;  his  spirits,  so  long  jaded  by  his  ha- 
rassing tramps  about  the  Carolinas,  were  again  lifted  up  by  his 
augmented  strength,  and  Tarleton  assures  us,  that  his  lordship 
indulged  in  ^'  brilliant  hopes  of  a  glorious  campaign  in  those  parts 
of  America  where  he  commanded."  *  How  far  these  hopes  were 
lealized,  we  shall  show  in  a  future  page. 

*  Tarleton.    Hiitoiy  of  the  Campai^  p.  29L 
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WiULE  affain  were  approacUng  ft  crisis  in  Tii^ii,  bmUa 
were  threatening  frum  the  North.  There  were  ramon  of  inn- 
aion  from  Canada ;  of  war  councils  and  Icftgacs  among  the  tv- 
age  tribes ;  of  a  reviral  of  the  territorial  fends  between  Xe* 
York  and  Vensont.  Sach,  however,  was  the  deplorable  in^ 
ctency  of  the  military  syBtem,  tliat  though,  according  to  (W 
resolves  of  Congress,  there  were  to  have  been  thirty .eevoi  thin- 
Band  men  onder  arms  at  the  b^inning  of  the  year,  Widiiv 
ton's  whole  force  oQ  the  Hudson  in  the  month  of  May  did  ut 
amount  to  seven  thousand  men,  of  whom  little  moie  thiD  tn 
thooBand  were  effective. 

He  still  had  his  head-quarters  at  New  Windsor,  jn«t  slum 
the  Highlands,  and  within  a  few  miles  of  West  Point.  Hen  ^ 
receired  intelligence  that  the  enemy  were  in  force  on  the  opp(^ 
ude  uf  the  Uaditi&,  muauding  the  country  on  the  n<»th  nd*  ■ 
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Croton  Biver,  and  he  ordered  a  hasty  advance  of  Connecticut 
troops  in  that  direction. 

The  Croton  River  flows  from  east  to  west  across  Westchester 
Coonty,  and  formed  as  it  were  the  harrier  of  the  American  lines. 
The  advanced  posts  of  Washington's  army  gaarded  it,  and  hy  its 
aid,  protected  the  upper  country  from  the  incursions  of  those  for- 
aging parties,  and  marauders  which  had  desolated  the  neutral 
ground  helow  it  The  incursions  most  to  he  guarded  against 
were  those  of  Colonel  Delancey*s  loyalists,  a  horde  of  tones  and 
refugees  which  had  their  stronghold  in  Morrisania,  and  were  the 
tenor  of  the  neighhoring  country.  There  was  a  petty  war  con* 
tinually  going  on  between  them  and  the  American  outposts,  often 
of  a  rutliless  kind.  Delancey*s  horse  and  Delancey's  rangers 
scoured  the  country,  and  swept  off  forage  and  cattle  from  its  fer- 
tile valleys  for  the  British  army  at  New  York.  Hence  they  were 
sometimes  stigmatized  by  the  opprobrious  appellation  of  Cow  Boys. 

The  object  of  their  present  incursion  was  to  surprise  an  out- 
post of  the  American  army  stationed  near  a  fordable  part  of  the 
Croton  River,  not  far  from  Pine*s  Bridge.  The  Dost  was  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Christopher  Oreene,  of  Rhode  Island,  the 
same  who  had  successfully  defended  Fort  Mercer  on  the  Dela- 
ware, when  assailed  by  Count  Donop.  He  was  a  valuable  offi- 
cer, highly  prized  by  Washington.  The  enterprise  against  his 
post  was  something  like  that  against  the  post  of  Toung*s  Housa,* 
both  had  been  checks  to  the  foragers  of  this  harassed  region. 

Colonel  Delancey,  who  led  this  foray,  was  successor  to  the 
unfortunate  Andr6  as  Adjutant-general  of  the  British  army.  He 
conducted  it  secretly,  and  in  the  night,  at  the  head  of  a  hundred 
horse  and  two  hundred  foot.  The  Croton  was  forded  at  day- 
l^reak,  just  as  the  night-guard  had  been  withdrawn,  and  the  farm 
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houses  were  Borpriaed  and  MMuIed  in  which  the  Amenctni  were 
quartered.  That  occupied  hj  Colond  Greene  and  a  brother  offi- 
cer, Major  Flagg,  was  first  surronnded.  The  major  started  from 
his  bed,  and  discharged  his  pistols  frcHn  a  window,  bat  was  shot 
through  the  head,  and  afterwards  despatched  by  cuts  and  thrasts 
of  the  sabre. 

Tiic  door  of  Greene*8  room  was  borst  open.  He  defended 
himself  vigorously  and  effectively  with  his  sword,  for  he  had  great 
strength,  but  he  was  overpowered  by  numbers,  cut  down,  and 
barltaruusly  mangled.  A  massacre  was  going  on  in  other  qoir* 
ters.  liesides  these  two  ofiicers,  there  were  between  thirty  and 
forty  killed  and  wounded,  and  several  made  prisoners. 

It  is  said  that  Colonel  Delanccr  was  not  present  at  the  car- 
na;:o,  but  remained  on  the  Bouth  side  of  the  Croton  to  secure  the 
retreat  of  his  party.  It  may  be  so;  but  the  present  exploit  was 
in  the  spirit  of  others  by  which  he  had  contributetl  to  harry  this 
beautiful  regitm,  and  made  it  a  "bloody  ground.**  No  foesw 
ruthless  had  the  American  patriots  to  encounter  as  their  own  torv 
countrymen  in  arms. 

BeA)re  the  troops  ordered  out  by  Washington  arrived  at  the 
])ost,  the  marauders  had  made  a  precipitate  retreat  They  had 
attempted  to  carry  off  Greene  a  prisoner,  but  he  died  within  three 
quarters  of  a  mile  of  the  house.  His  captors,  as  they  passed  by 
the  farm  houses,  told  the  inhabitants  that,  should  there  be  any 
inquiry  after  the  colonel,  they  had  left  him  dead  at  the  edge  of 
the  woods.* 

Cireene  was  but  forty-four  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  hia 
death,  and  was  a  model  of  manly  strength  and  comeliness.    A 

*  Letter  of  Pajmmttor  Hughea.     See  BoltOQ*s  Westcheater  Ca  voL  ii  F 
91. 
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tne  aoldier  of  the  Berolation,  he  had  served  at  Lexington  and 
Bonker'B  Hill;  followed  Arnold  through  the  Kennebec  wilder- 
Ben  to  Qnebec;  fought  under  the  walls  of  that  city;  distin- 
guiahed  himself  by  his  defence  of  Fort  Mercer  on  the  Delaware, 
and  by  his  kind  treatment  of  his  vanquished  and  wounded  antag- 
matt,  Colonel  Donop.  How  different  the  treatment  experienced 
If  him  at  the  hands  of  his  tory  conntrjrmen ! 

The  coDunander-in-chief^  we  are  told,  heard  with  anguish  and 
iiidigiiation  the  tragical  fate  of  this  his  faithful,  friend  and  soldier. 
On  the  sobsequent  day,  the  corpse  of  Colonel  Greene  was  brought 
lo  head-quarters,  and  his  funeral  solemnized  with  military  honors 
ttid  universal  grief.* 

At  this  juncture,  Washington's  attention  was  called  in  an- 
other direction.  A  frigate  had  arrived  at  Boston,  bringing  the 
Coont  de  Barras,  to  take  command  of  the  French  naval  force. 
He  was  a  veteran  about  sixty  years  of  age,  and  had  commanded 
lyEstaing^s  vanguard,  when  he  forced  the  entrance  of  Newport 
harbor.  The  count  brought  the  cheering  intelligence,  that  an 
annament  of  twenty  ships  of  the  line,  with  land  forces,  was  to 
lail,  or  had  sailed,  from  France,  under  the  Count  de  Orasse  for 
the  West  Indies,  and  that  twelve  of  these  ships  were  to  relieve 
the  squadron  at  Newport,  and  might  be  expected  on  the  coast  of 
the  United  States  in  July  or  August 

The  Count  de  Bochambeau,  having  received  despatches  from 
the  court  of  France,  now  requested  an  interview  with  Washing- 
ton. The  latter  appointed  Weathersfield  in  Connecticut  for  the 
purpose ;  and  met  the  count  there  on  the  22d  of  May,  hoping  to 
settle  a  definitive  plan  of  the  campaign.  Both  as  yet  were  igno- 
rant of  the  arrival  of  Comwallis  in  Virginia.     The  policy  of  a 

*  Lee*9  Mcmoin  of  the  War,  voL  L  pi  407. 
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joint  expeditioD  to  rdieftt  tiw  Cwobuui  wm  fiic— i  ii  At 
Franch  ships  in  Newport  wm  stiD  blocloidrf  hf  •  Mpmr  im 
such  an  expedition  vonld  have  to  be  made  bj  land.  Annohto 
the  Soathem  States  was  long  and  hsr—ing,  and  alwaji  sttanM 
with  a  great  waste  of  life.  Such  wo^ld  oertainlj  be  the  esse  alj 
present,  when  it  would  have  to  be  made  in  the  heat  of  smnnier. 
The  diflBcolties  and  expenses  of  land  tnnsportation,  abo^  pie- 
aented  a  formidable  objection. 

On  the  other  hand,  an  efiectire  blow  might  be  straek  it  Nev 
York,  the  garrison  having  been  rednoed  one-half  bj  detacfajwiU 
to  the  South.  That  important  post  and  its  dependencies  night 
be  wrested  from  the  enemy,  or,  if  not,  they  might  be  oUiged 
to  recall  a  part  of  their  force  from  the  South  fcnr  their  own 
defence. 

It  was  determined,  therefore,  that  the  French  troops  shoold 
march  from  Newport  as  soon  as  possible,  and  form  a  joDCtioo 
with  the  American  army  on  the  Hudson,  and  that  both  should 
move  down  to  the  vicinity  of  New  York  to  make  a  oomlniied 
attack,  in  which  the  Count  de  Orasse  should  be  invited  to  co- 
operate with  his  fleet  and  a  body  of  land  troops. 

A  vessel  was  despatched  by  De  Rochambeao,  to  idbrm  the 
Count  de  Orasse  of  this  arrangement ;  and  letters  were  addressed 
by  Washington  to  the  executive  authorities  of  New  Jersey  and 
the  New  England  States,  urging  them  to  fill  up  their  battalioiii 
and  furnish  their  quotas  of  provirions.  Notwithstanding  all  lus 
exertions,  however,  when  he  mustered  his  forces  at  PeekskiU,  he 
was  mortified  to  find  not  more  than  five  thousand  efiectife  umil 
Notwithstanding,  too,  all  the  resolutions  passed  in  the  legisla- 
tures of  the  various  States  for  supplying  the  army,  it  woold,  at 
this  critical  moment,  have  been  destitute  of  provision^  especiall/ 


1781.]  PLAN   OF   ATTACK.  277 

bread,  had  it  not  been  for  the  zeal,  talents,  and  activity  of  Mr. 
Bobert  Morrisy  now  a  delegate  to  Congress,  from  the  State  of 
PeiiDBylvania,  and  recently  appointed  superintendent  of  finance. 
This  patriotio  and  energetic  man,  when  public  means  failed^ 
pledged  his  own  credit  in  transporting  military  stores  and  feed- 
ing the  army.  Throughout  the  Revolution,  Washington  was  con- 
tinually baffled  in  the  hopes  caused  by  the  resolutions  of 
legislative  bodies,  too  often  as  little  alimentary  as  the  east 
wind. 

The  Count  de  Bochambeau  and  the  Duke  de  Lauzun  being 
arrived  with  their  troops  in  Connecticut,  on  their  way  to  join  the 
American  army,  Washington  prepared  for  spirited  operations ; 
quickened  by  the  intelligence  that  a  part  of  the  garrison  of  New 
York  had  been  detached  to  forage  the  Jerseys.    Two  objects  were 
contemplated  by  him :  one,  the  surprisal  of  the  British  works  at 
the  north  end  of  New  York  Island ;  the  other  the  capture  or  de- 
struction of  Delancey's  corps  of  refugees  in  Morrisania.     The 
attack  upon  the  posts  was  to  be  conducted  by  General  Lincoln, 
with  a  detachment  from  the  main  army,  which  he  was  to  bring 
down  by  water — ^that  on  Delancey's  corps  by  the  Duke  de  Lau- 
inn  with  his  legion,  aided  by  Sheldon's  dragoons,  and  a  body  of 
Connecticut  troops.      Both  operations  were  to  be  carried  into 
effect  on  the  Sd  of  July.     The  duke  was  to  march  down  from 
Bidgebury  in  Connecticut,  for  the  purpose.     Every  thing  was  to 
be  conducted  with  secrecy  and  by  the  way  of  surprisal.     Should 
my  thing  occur  to  prevent  Lincoln  from  attempting  the  works  on 
New  York  Island,  he  was  to  land  his  men  above  Spyt  den  Dui- 
Tel  Creek,  march  to  the  high  grounds  in  front  of  King's  Bridge, 
lie  concealed  there  until  the  duke's  attack  on  Delancey's  corps 

should  be  announced  by  firing  or  other  means ;  then  to  disposo 
12* 
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of  liisfbiMintiidiiiiaiiii«MlOBik»dia«MBjfliAitlHg« 
than  it  nail  j  was ;  thereby  detening  traopa  fton 
the  bridge  to  torn  Laaiiiii*a  rights  while  he  pntented 
over  the  bridge  of  Delaiioey'a  lefiigeM  when  lonled 


Waihuigtoii,  at  the  nine  timoi  wrote  a  confidential  ktterto 
GovenMir  Glintony  in&nning  him  of  designa  npon  the  eaonj^ 
poets.     "Shoold  we  be  happy  enoogfa  to  Boooeed,"  writn  H 
''and  be  able  to  hold  oar  oonqneet,  the  advantagee  will  be g;icitff 
than  can  well  be  imagined.    Bat  I  cannot  flatter  myaelf  thiitle 
enemy  will  pennit  the  latter,  onkv  I  am  laddenly  and  touUa' 
ably  reinforced.    I  shall  march  down  the  remainder  of  this  smj, 
aiid  I  have  hopes  that  the  French  force  will  be  near  at  hand  ai 
the  time.     But  I  shall,  notwithstanding,  direct  the  alarm-gimt 
and  beacons  to  be  fired  in  case  of  soocess ;  and  I  have  to  TeqMy 
that  your  Excellency  will,  upon  such  signals,  communicate  the 
meaning  of  them  to  the  militia,  and  pat  yourself  at  the  bead  of 
them,  and  march  with  the  utmost  expedition  to  King's  Bridge^ 
bringing  with  you  three  or  four  days^  provision  at  least" 

It  was  a  service  which  would  have  been  exactly  to  the  bnmor 
of  George  Clinton. 

In  pursuance  of  the  plan,  Lincoln  left  the  camp  near  Feeb- 
kill  on  the  1st,  with  eight  hundred  men,  and  artillery,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  Teller's  Point,  where  they  were  embarked  in  boats  with 
muffled  oars,  and  rowed  silently  at  night  down  the  Tappan  Set) 
that  region  of  mystery  and  secret  enterprise.  At  daylight  thej 
kept  concealed  under  the  land.  The  Duke  de  Lansun  wai  lap- 
poeed,  at  the  same  time,  to  be  on  the  way  from  Connecticut  Waifc- 
ington,  at  three  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  2d,  left  his  tenti 
standing  at  Peekskill,  and  commenced  his  march  with  his  nurbi 
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ferce,  without  baggage ;  making  a  brief  halt  at  Croton  Bridge, 
about  nine  miles  from  Peekskill ;  another  at  the  Sleepy  Hollow 
Church,  near  Tarrjtown,  where  he  halted  until  dus^,  and  com- 
pleted the  rest  of  his  march  in  the  night,  to  Valentine's  Hill, 
four  miles  above  King*8  Bridge,  where  he  arrived  about  sunrise. 
There  he  posted  himself  to  cover  the  detached  troops,  and  im- 
prove any  advantages  that  might  be  gained  by  them. 

Lincoln,  on  the  morning  of  the  2d,  had  left  his  flotilla  con- 
cealed under  the  eastern  shore,  and  crossed  to  Fort  Lee  to  recon- 
noitre Fort  Washington  from  the  clifl^  on  the  opjposite  side  of  the 
Hudson.  To  his  surprise  and  chagrin,  he  discovered  a  British 
force  encamped  on  the  north  end  of  New  York  Island,  and  a 
ship-of-war  anchored  in  the  river.  In  fact,  the  troops  which  had 
been  detached  into  the  Jerseys,  had  returned,  and  the  enemy 
were  on  the  alert ;  the  surprisal  of  the  forts,  therefore,  was  out  of 
the  question. 

Lincoln's  thoughts  now  were  to  aid  the  Duke  de  Lauzun's 
part  of  the  scheme,  as  he  had  been  instructed.  Before  daylight 
of  the  My  he  landed  his  troops  above  Spyt  den  Duivel  Creek,  and 
took  possession  of  the  high  ground  on  the  north  of  Harlem  River, 
where  Fort  Independence  once  stood.  Here  he  was  discovered  by 
a  foraging  party  of  the  enemy,  fifteen  hundred  strong,  who  had 
sallied  out  at  daybreak  to  scour  the  country.  An  irregular  skir- 
mish ensued.  The  firing  was  heard  by  the  Duke  de  Lauzun, 
who  was  just  arrived  with  his  troops  at  East  Chester,  fatigued  by 
a  long  and  forced  march  in  sultry  weather.  Finding  the  country 
alarmed,  and  all  hope  of  surprising  Delancey's  corps  at  an  end, 
he  hastened  to  the  support  of  Lincoln.  Washington  also  ad- 
vanced with  his  troops  from  Valentine's  Hill.  The  British,  per- 
tseiving  their  danger,  retreated  to  their  boats  on  the  east  side  of 
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HwhmBirar,  udcm*dorwloH«wTaric  Und.    AtMi|    . 
Ion  in  killed  and  wmndod  iaAlmmwaataiamimmAmk,mA 

Linooln  Iwd  made  «  few  primiCTr. 

Being  dis^pointod  in  both  objecti^  WeddngtoB  £d  Mmt 
to  htigm  bii  trm^  taty  moRs  bat  ■Mflewd  dum  to  noun  ■ 
their  wnu,  and  ipent  n  good  put  of  tbe  day  neoBBoifirii^  Ik 
enemy's  workk  In  the  afternoon  be  ratind  to  Vakotini^  HiB, 
and  the  next  day  marohed  to  Dobba  Ferry,  where  he  «m  jomed 
by  th«  Count  de  Rochambeaa  on  the  6th  of  Jnly.  Hie  tan 
armiea  now  encamped ;  the  American  in  two  linet,  teetii^  on  Ihi 
Hudson  at  Dobba  Ferry,  when  it  was  ocnwed  hy  baturin^  ii' 
extending  eastward  toward  the  Nqieran  or  Sawmill  Km;  lb> 
French  in  a  single  line  on  the  hills  farther  east,  reaching  to  tha 
Bronx  Hirer.  The  beautiful  valley  of  the  Neperan  interraMd 
between  the  encaropment«.  It  was  a  lovely  coantry  for  a  mm- 
mer  eocamproeDt,  breeiy  hilh  commanding  wide  prospects;  nm- 
bngeons  valleys  watered  by  bright  pastoral  streams,  the  Bmx, 
thii  Spraine,  and  the  Neperan,  and  aboonding  with  nerer-biling 
springs.  The  French  encampment  made  a  gallant  display  sloog 
the  Oreenbni^  hills.  Some  of  the  officers,  yonng  men  of  nok, 
to  whom  this  was  all  a  serrice  of  romance,  took  a  pride  in  doct^ 
rating  their  tents,  and  forming  little  gardens  in  their  viciiul^- 
"  We  have  a  charming  position  among  rocks  and  nnder  magnift- 
cent  tulip  trees ; "  writes  one  of  them,  the  Const  Dnmas.  Oa- 
oral  Washington  was  an  object  of  thdr  enthnsiasm.  He  vinted 
the  tents  they  had  so  gayly  embellished  j  for,  with  all  his  gravity, 
he  was  fond  of  the  company  of  young  men.  They  were  apprind 
of  his  coming,  and  set  out  on  their  camp-tablea  plans  of  the  baf 
tie  of  Trenton ;  of  West  Point,  and  other  scenes  connected  with 
the  war.    The  greatest  harmony  prevailed  between  the  umiis. 
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The  two  commanders  had  their  respective  head-quarters  in  farm- 
houses, and  occasionally,  on  festive  occasions,  long  tables  were 
spread  in  the  adjacent  bams,  which  were  converted  into  banquet- 
ing halls.  The  young  French  officers  gained  the  good  graces  of 
the  country  belles,  though  little  acquainted  with  their  language. 
Their  encampment  was  particularly  gay,  and  it  was  the  boast  of 
an  old  lady  of  the  neighborhood  many  years  after  the  war,  that 
she  had  danced  at  head-quarters  when  a  girl  with  the  celebrated 
Marshal  Berthier,  at  that  time  one  of  the  aides-de-camp  of  the 
Count  de  Kochambeau.* 

The  two  armies  lay  thus  encamped  for  three  or  four  weeks. 
In  the  mean  time  letters  urged  Washing^n's  presence  in  Vir- 
ginia. Bichard  Henry  Lee  advised  that  he  should  come  with 
two  or  three  thousand  good  troops,  and  be  clothed  with  dictato- 
rial powers.  *^  There  is  nothing,  I  think,  more  certain,"  writes 
Lee,  ^  than  that  your  personal  call  would  bring  into  immediate 
exertion  the  force  and  the  resources  of  this  State  and  the  neigh- 
boring ones,  which,  directed  as  they  would  be,  will  effectually 
disappoint  and  baffle  the  deep-laid  schemes  of  the  enemy." 

**'  I  am  fully  persuaded,  and  upon  good  military  principles," 
writes  Washington  in  reply,  ''  that  the  measures  I  have  adopted 
will  give  more  effectual  and  speedy  relief  to  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, than  my  marching  thither,  with  dictatorial  powers,  at  the 
head  of  every  man  I  could  draw  from  hence,  without  leaving  the 
important  posts  on  the  North  River  quite  defenceless,  and  these 
States  open  to  devastation  and  ruin.  My  present  plan  of  opera- 
tion, which  I  have  been  preparing  with  all  the  zeal  and  activity 
in  my  power,  will,  I  am  morally  certain,  with  proper  support  pro* 

*  Bolton's  Hist  of  Westchester  Co.,  vol  l  p.  248. 
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dimwil  of  Um  tnopt  finm  Yngiuii  cHMftiif  a  gnrin  i^ 
BMNitli,  at  wUdi  pbne  I  kwe  ao  doriht  of  llw  — i/^  ateitwi 
of  uliUiiliintf  A  I wi  imiwiil  port  * 

WiiliiB  two  or  three  dayi  after  this  letter  was  wtittn,  Wadk- 
ington  eraeeed  the  iiTer  at  Dobba  Feny,  accompanied  hj  the 
Coont  de  Borhambnan,  General  da  Seville^  and  Genenl  Dopor- 
tail,  to  reconnoitre  the  British  poeU  on  the  north  end  of  Hev 
York  Uand    Thejr  were  eeooctad  hj  one  hnndred  and  ttljd 
the  New  Jersey  troope^  and  spent  the  daj  on  the  Jeiaey  heigiiti 
ascertaining  the  exact  position  of  the  enemy  on  the  opponts 
shore.     Tlieir  next  movement  was  to  reconnoitre  the  enemv^ 
posts  at  King*8  Bridge  and  on  the  east  side  of  New  York  Islind, 
aod  to  cut  ottj  if  possible,  such  of  Delancey's  corps  as  should  bo 
found  without  the  British  lines.     Five  thousand  troops,  French 
and  American,  led  by  the  Coont  de  Chastellax  and  General  Lin- 
coln, were  to  protect  this  reconn  issance,  and  menace  the  enem/s 
posts.     Every  thing  was  prepared  in  secrecy.     On  the  21st  of 
•July,  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  troops  began  their 
march  in  separate  columns ;  part  down  the  Hudson  River  rosd, 
part  down  the  Sawmill  River  valley;  part  by  the  Elastchester 
road.     ScammeVs  light  infantry  advanced  through  the  fields  to 
waylay  the  roads,  stop  all  communication,  and  prevent  iotelli- 
genco  getting  to  the  enemy.     Shddon's  cavalry  with  the  Con- 
necticut troops  were  to  scour  Throg's  Neck.     Sheldon's  infantiy 
and  Lauzun*s  lancers  were  to  do  the  same  with  the  refugee  regioa 
of  Morrisania. 

The  whole  detachment  arrived  at  King's  Bridge  about  day- 
light, and  formed  on  the  height  back  of  Fort  Independoioe. 
The  enemy's  forts  on  New  York  Island  did  not  appear  to  have 
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the  least  intelligence  of  what  was  going  on,  nor  to  be  aware  that 
hostile  troops  were  upon  the  heights  opposite,  until  the  latter  dis- 
jdajed  themselves  in  fall  array,  their  arms  flashing  in  the  morn- 
ing sanshine,  and  Uieir  banners,  American  and  French,  unfolded 
Uythe  breeie. 

While  the  enemy  was  thus  held  in  check,  Washington  and 
De  Rochambcau,  accompanied  by  engineers  and  by  their  staffs, 
set  out  under  the  escort  of  a  troop  of  dragoons  to  reconnoitre  the 
cnem3r*s  position  and  works  from  every  point  of  view.  It  was  a 
wide  rcconnoissance,  extending  across  the  country  ontside  of  the 
British  lines  from  the  Hudson  to  the  Sound.  The  whole  was 
done  slowly  and  scientifically,  exact  notes  and  diagrams  being 
made  of  every  thing  that  might  be  of  importance  in  future  opera- 
tions. As  the  '^  cortege "  moved  slowly  along,  or  paused  to  make 
observation,  it  was  cannonaded  from  the  distant  works,  or  from 
the  armed  vessels  stationed  on  the  neighboring  waters,  but  with- 
out injuring  it  or  quickening  its  movements. 

According  to  De  Rochambeau*s  account,  the  two  reconnoitring 
generals  were  at  one  time  in  an  awkward  and  hazardous  predica- 
ment. They  had  passed,  he  said,  to  an  island  separated  by  an 
arm  of  the  sea  from  the  enemy*s  post  on  Long  Island,  and  the 
engineers  were  employed  in  making  scientific  observations,  re- 
gardless of  the  firing  of  small  vessels  stationed  in  the  Sound. 
Daring  this  time,  the  two  generals,  exhausted  by  fatigue  and 
sunmier  heat,  slept  under  shelter  of  a  hedge.  De  Rochambeau 
was  the  first  to  awake,  and  was  startled  at  observing  the  state  of 
the  tide,-  which  during  their  slumber  had  been  rapidly  rising. 
Awakening  Washington  and  calling  his  attention  to  it,  they  has- 
tened to  the  causeway  by  which  they  had  crossed  from  the  main- 
land.     It  was  covered  with  water.      Two  small   boats  were 


their  ban 

to  tlw  than  of  the  id»d,  iriura  Ob  hscMi  nnntei  whrtM 
of  their  oomndsB.  Tws  of  Oe  hom^  wUbh  van  ^ori  f^^ 
men,  were  held  bf  the  bridle  and  guided  acron;  thantfvn 
drinn  into  Um  water  by  the  maok  of  the  irii^  asd  Ukmi 
their  leader*  I  the  boatetlMi  broo^  ant  the  reat  rf  the  piiQ. ' 
De  Bochambeaa  admired  thii  mascenne  aa  a  ^eeimaL  of  Aacri- 
oan  lactin  in  the  maDagtmedt  (rf  wild  horaea;  bat  he  thoo^it 
lock;  that  the  eoemj  knew  oothiiig  of  their  embammo^ 
which  lasted  nearly  an  boor,  otberwin  tb^y  might  litarall/  km 
been  caught  napping. 

While  the  enemy's  works  had  been  thoroogUy  reconnaitRd, 
light  troops  and  lancers  had  performed  their  dnty  in  scotuing  t^ 
neighborhood.  The  refugee  poete  which  had  demlated  the  ixm- 
try  were  broken  ap.  Hoet  of  the  refiigees,  Wasliingtoa  ttjt, 
bad  fled  and  bid  themselves  io  secret  places;  some  gat  ortf 
by  stealth  to  the  adjacent  islands,  and  to  the  enemy's  sluffNnft 
and  a  few  were  caogfaL  Having  effected  the  pnrpoaee  of  tbtii 
expedition,  the  two  gencralB  set  off  with  their  troops,  cm  the  23<1| 
for  their  encampment,  where  they  arrived  about  midni^t 

The  immediate  effect  of  this  threatening  movement  of  W>^ 
ington,  appears  in  a  letter  of  Sir  Henry  Olinbm  to  CommDi^ 
dated  July  26th,  requesting  him  to  order  three  regiments  to  ^f* 
York  from  Carolina.  "  I  shall  probably  want  them  ai  wdl  M 
the  troops  yon  may  be  able  to  spare  me  from  the  Ckesspe*^ 
for  such  offensive  or  defensiTe  operatfons  as  may  o^  in  ^ 
quarter."* 

*  Com^ODdano*  relstin  to  openUlcu  in  Vbginia,  f,  IS& 
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And  Washington  writes  to  Lafayette  a  few  days  snbse- 
qnentlj:  *^I  think  we  have  already  effected  one  part  of  the  plan 
of  the  campaign  settled  at  Weathersfield,  that  is,  giving  a  sub- 
stantial relief  to  the  Southern  States,  by  obliging  the  enemy  to 
recall  a  considerable  part  of  their  force  from  thence.  Our  views 
mnst  now  be  tamed  towards  endeavoring  to  expel  them  totally 
Grom  those  States,  if  we  find  otlrselves  incompetent  to  the  siege 
of  New  York." 

We  will  now  give  the  reader  a  view  of  affairs  in  Virginia, 
and  show  how  they  were  ultimately  affected  by  these  military 
manoeuvres  and  demonstrations  in  the  neighborhood  of  King's 
Bridge. 


CRAPTKK  ZZIII. 


4m  t^vunff  ■ 


The  first  object  of  Lord  Corow»llis  on  the  jnnctioD  <rf  hi*  fowl 
at  Petersburg  in  May,  wu  to  strike  a  blow  at  Lafayette.  TIk 
roorquia  was  encamped  on  the  nortii  aide  of  Jamea  ^*ei,  ^ 
twuen  Wilton  and  Bichmond,  witli  aboat  one  tboosand  n^nlm 
two  thousand  militia,  and  fifty  dragoonB.  He  was  waiting  kt 
reinforcements  of  militia,  and  for  the  arrival  of  Qaneral  Wiyn^ 
with  the  Pennaylvania  line.  The  latter  had  been  ordered  to  the 
South  by  Washington,  nearly  three  months  prerionaly ;  bat  od- 
avoidably  delayed.  Joined  by  theso,  Lafayette  woold  venton  to 
receive  a  blow,  "that  being  beaten,  he  might  at  least  be  betten 
with  decency,  and  Gomwallia  pay  something  for  his  Tictory."* 

His  lordship  hoped  to  draw  him  into  an  action  before  thm 
reinforced,  and  with  that  view,  marched,  on  the  24th  of  Uayi 
■  Lrttar  to  HuifltDi^  Ifaj  SSd, 
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from  Petersburg  to  James  Biver,  which  he  crossed  at  Westover, 
aboat  thirty  miles  below  Bichinond.  Here  he  was  joined  on  the 
26th  by  a  reinforcement  josi  arrived  from  New  York,  part  o! 
which  he  sent  under  General  Leslie  to  strengthen  the  giyrison  at* 
Portsmouth.  He  was  relieved  also  from  military  companionship 
irith  the  infamous  Arnold,  who  obtained  leave  of  absence  to  re- 
turn to  New  York,  where  business  of  importance  was  said  to 
lemand  his  attention.  While  he  was  in  command  of  the  British 
umy  in  Virginia,  Lafayette  had  refused  to  hold  any  correspond- 
inoe,  or  reciprocate  any  of  the  civilities  of  war  with  him;  for 
rhich  he  was  highly  applauded  by  Washington. 

Being  now  strongly  reinforced,  Comwallis  moved  to  dislodge 
^&yette  from  Bichmond.  The  latter,  conscious  of  the  inferior- 
ty  of  his  forces,  decamped  as  soon  as  he  heard  his  lordship  had 
rossed  James  Biver.  <'  I  un  resolved,*'  said  he,  "  on  a  war  of 
kirmishes,  without  engaging  too  far,  and  above  all,  to  be  on  my 
^ard  against  that  numerous  and  excellent  cavalry,  which  the 
nilitia  dread,  as  if  they  were  so  many  savage  beasts."  He  now 
lirected  his  march  toward  the  upper  country,  inclining  to  the 
lorth,  to  favor  a  junction  with  Wayne.  Comwallis  followed  him 
IS  far  as  the  upper  part  of  Hanover  County,  destroying  public 
itores  wherever  found.  He  appears  to  have  undervalued  Lafay- 
ette, on  account  of  his  youth.  "The  boy  cannot  escape  me,*' 
laid  he  in  a  letter  which  was  intercepted.  The  youth  of  the 
narquis,  however,  aided  the  celerity  of  his  movements ;  and  now 
;hat  he  had  the  responsibility  of  an  independent  command,  he 
restrained  his  youthful  fire,  and  love  of  enterprise.  Indepen- 
lence  had  rendered  him  cautious.  "  I  am  afraid  of  myself"  said 
le,  "  as  much  as  of  the  enemy."  ^ 

•  Letter  to  CoL  Alex.  Hamilton,  May  23, 1780. 
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Coramllu  noB  foand  it  fanpoMiUs  itthar  to  ««tdn  I^ 

vtte,  M  pramt  hii  jonetxm  with  W^mi  ht  tamd  Ui  Ml» 
tioD,  therefen,  to  other  o^jecta. 

Orane,  in  hii  pung*  thnngfa  ^iglnU,  bad  vrsad  thi  ta- 
portmnoe  of  ranoring  bonet  oat  <^  Um  waj  of  the  enenj;  Ui 
antion  had  beni  neglected;  the  oomnqnenoes  were  ncnr  UL 
The  great  number  of  fine  hone*  in  the  etaUee  of  Tirginit  g«- 
tlemen,  who  are  noted  for  their  lore  of  the  noble  anina^  W 
enabled  Cornwallii  to  moont  maaj  of  hi*  fampa  in  fatnb 
itjleb  These  he  empbjed  in  eeonring  the  comitir,  and  ittUnf 
ing  pnblio  storea.  Tariefam  and  hii  legion,  it  ii  mid,  «■■ 
mounted  on  race-hones.  "Under  thia  oload  of  light  tteop,* 
said  Lafayette,  "  it  is  difficolt  to  ooouteract  any  rapid  tnonmeaU 
they  may  choose  to  take  I " 

The  State  l^latnre  had  been  removed  for  safety  to  Cbu^ 
lott«eTille,  where  it  was  assembled  for  the  pnrpoae  of  leryinf 
tazeg,  and  drafting  miliUa.  Tarleton,  with  one  bnodnd  fi 
eighty  cavalry  and  seventy  moonted  infantry,  was  ordaed  ^ 
Comirallis  to  make  a  dash  there,  break  np  the  l^isUton^  ni 
carry  off  members.  On  bis  way  thither,  on  the  4tb  of  J^tnK*  ba 
captored  and  destroyed  a  oonroy  of  arms  and  clothing  destiM^ 
for  Greene's  army  in  North  Carolina.  At  another  place  hs  w- 
prised  several  persons  <it  note  at  the  honse  of  a  Dr.  Walker,  W 
lingered  so  long  breakfasting,  that  a  person  mouited  od  s  ImI 
horse  had  time  to  reach  Cbarlatteeville  before  him,  and  ^mi 
the  alarm.  Tarleton  crossed  the  Bivanna,  which  washes  ths  hiQ 
on  which  Charlotteaville  is  sitnated ;  dispersed  a  small  force  o^ 
lected  on  the  bank,  and  galloped  into  the  town  thinking  to  <^ 
tore  the  whole  assembly.  Seven  alone  fell  into  his  handi;  tl* 
rest  had  made  their  eeoape.     No  better  saocess  attended  a  {artf 
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of  hone  under  Captain  McLeod,  detached  to  surprise  the  Qor- 
enior  (Thomas  Jefferson),  at  his  residence  in  Monticcllo,  ahout 
three  miles  from  Charlottesville,  where  several  members  of  the 
legislature  were  his  guests.  The  dragoons  were  espied  winding 
up  the  mountain ;  the  guests  dispersed ;  the  family  was  hurried 
off  to  the  residence  of  Colonel  Carter,  six  miles  distant,  while 
the  governor  himself  made  a  rapid  retreat  on  horseback  to  Car- 
tels Mountain. 

Having  set  fire  to  all  the  public  stores  at  Charlottesville, 
Tarleton  pushed  for  the  point  of  Fork  at  the  confluence  of  the 
Bivanna  and  Fluvanna ;  to  aid,  if  necessary,  a  detachment  of 
yagers,  in&ntry  and  hussars,  sent  under  Colonel  Simcoe  to  do- 
stroy  a  great  quantity  of  military  stores  collected  at  that  post 
The  Baron  Steuben,  who  was  stationed  there  with  five  hundred 
Virginia  regulars  and  a  few  militia,  and  had  heard  of  the  march 
of  Tarleton,  had  succeeded  in  transporting  the  greater  part  of 
tjie  stores,  as  well  as  his  troops,  across  the  river,  and  as  the  water 
was  deep  and  the  boats  were  all  on  his  side,  he  might  have  feU 
himself  secure.  The  unexpected  appearance  of  Simcoe*s  infan- 
try, however,  designedly  spread  oat  on  the  opposite  heights,  do^ 
ceived  him  into  the  idea  that  it  was  the  van  of  the  British  army. 
In  his  alarm  he  made  a  night  retreat  of  thirty  miles,  leaving  the 
greater  part  of  the  stores  scattered  along  the  river  bank ;  which 
were  destroyed  the  next  morning  by  a  small  detachment  of  the 
enemy  sent  across  in  canoes. 

On  the  10th  of  June,  Lafayette  was  at  length  gladdened  by 
the  arrival  of  Wayne  with  about  nine  hundred  of  the  Pennsylva- 
nia line.  Thus  reinforced,  he  changed  his  whole  plan,  and  ven- 
tured on  the  aggressive.  Cornwallis  had  gotten  between  him  and 
a  large  deposit  of  military  stores  at  Albemarle  Old  Court  House. 
VOL.  IV. — 13 
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The  muTjoiB,  by  &  ntptit  nutrch  a 
long  dUiuiil,  thivw  himself  between 
Ui(!  Htorea,  and,  being  joined  by  &  nun 
uiilitiii,  took  »  strong  position  to  dbj 
en^iny. 

ComwaUig  did  not  think  it  adrifli 
priM),  especially  as  he  heard  Lafayette 
forv-es  under  lUron  Steuben.  Yielding 
to  a  report  that  the  stores  had  been 
Court  House,  he  turned  his  face  towar' 
giiiia,  and  made  a  retrograde  march,  fin 
wards  to  Williamsburg. 

Lafavi'tie,  lH.'ing  joined  by  Steuben 
four  tlmusaiid  men  under  him,  oue  half 
>Ie  mm  fullr)wed  the  British  army  at  th 
twenty  miles,  throwing  forward  his  lig 
rear,  which  was  covered  by  Tarleton  an 
airy  and  infantry. 

Cornwallis  arrived  at  Williamsburg  ■ 
Simcoe  with  hia  rangers  and  a  comp; 
•Hiiue  Itonts  and  stores  on  the  Chickaboc 
off  the  cattle  of  the  neighborhood.  La 
age,  and  detached  LJeutenant-OLilonel  Bi 
1  ine,  with  a  corps  of  light  troops  and 
Major  McPhersou,  to  intercept  the  man 
i-ould  not  push  on  fast  enough  fur  th< 
tuok  up  fifty  of  them  behind  fifty  of  I 
on.  He  overlook  a  company  of  Simcoe' 
Shank,  about  six  miles  from  Williamsbu 
abarp  tnoounter  took  place;  McPhersoi 
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oiBed  and  Mverely  hurt  The  action  contmnecL  Simcoe  with 
k  in&ntry,  who  had  been  in  the  advance  convoying  a  drove  of 
ittle^  now  engaged  in  the  fight  Butler's  riflemen  began  to 
TiTCy  and  supported  the  dragoons.  It  was  a  desperate  melee ; 
Qch  execution  was  done  on  both  sides.  Neither  knew  the 
length  of  the  force  they  were  contending  with ;  but  supposed  it 
«  advance  guard  of  the  opposite  army.  An  alarm  gun  was 
ed  by  the  British  on  a  neighboring  hill.  It  was  answered  by 
um  guns  at  Williamsburg.  The  Americans  supposed  the 
auie  British  force  coming  out  to  assail  them,  and  began  to  re- 
"Vu  Simcoe,  imagining  Lafayette  to  be  at  hand,  likewise  drew 
^  and  pursued  his  march  to  Williamsburg.  Both  parties 
Dgfat  well;  both  had  been  severely  handled;  both  claimed  a 
ctory,  though  neither  gained  one.  The  loss  in  killed  and 
Donded  on  both  sides  was  severe  for  the  number  engaged ;  but 
le  statements  vary,  and  were  never  reconciled.  It  is  certain 
le  result  gave  great  satisfaction  to  the  Americans,  and  inspired 

rith  redoubled  ardor. 
An  express  was  received   by  Comwallis  at  Williamsburg 

obliged  him  to  change  his  plans.  The  movements  of 
Fiihington  in  the  neighborhood  of  New  York,  menacing  an 
Iteck,  had  produced  the  desired  effect  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
lumed  for  the  safety  of  the  place,  had  written  to  Comwallis 
Bqidring  a  part  of  his  troops  for  its  protection.  His  lordship 
P^Mired  to  comply  with  this  requisition,  but  as  it  would  leave 
iKi  too  weak  to  continue  at  Williamsburg,  he  set  out  on  the  4th 
^  July  for  Portsmouth. 

Laiiayette  followed  him  on  the  ensuing  day,  and  took  post 
ittiin  nine  miles  of  his  camp ;  intending,  when  the  main  body 
Uie  enemy  should  have  crossed  the  ford  to  the  island  of  James- 
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«ttd» 
kr  »  Ait  «r  «o^  ad  cMOTi  ky  «. 

a  BCfro  and  a  dngooo.  cnpfejcd  br  Tarkcoo,  lluew  UwmB^vvi 
in  cfacir  wat.  prrtmdiBg  to  be  teertcn^  and  inlbrmed  iIkb  tkt 
Che  bodr  of  tbe  king^t  tnwpi  bad  jimmA  James  Rmr  in  tfas 
nighc  ksvng  iwching  behind  bat  the  rear  gaard,  compondrf 
the  Britidi  legioa  and  a  dcCacbiaent  of  in&Dtnr.  Femndedflf 
thefiKt,  Lafijecte  with  hs  tzoopi  craned  themoiMBOQ  thekft 
of  the  cnciiiT  bj  a  nanov  caosevaT  of  logs^  and  baited  bcjoni 
ahoot  Hiniiit  Wayne  wnt  detached  with  a  bodj  of  rifloMB^ 
diJgooM  and  Continental  infntnr,  to  make  the  afttackf  wbikthi 
Barqiiis  with  nine  hundred  Continentals  and  suae  nuUtia  ilood 
read  T  to  sapport  him. 

Wajne  easfl  j  rooted  a  patrol  of  caTabr  and  drofe  a  Ab 
pickets,  who  bad  been  oedeied  to  give  war  readflr.  The  oa^ 
which  covered  the  campdefended  itsdf  more  obstinatdj;  Aifll^ 
exceedinglj  gaDed  bj  the  riiesMn.  Wajne  poshed  hmri  «tt 
the  PennsTlTania  linc^  eight  handred  strong,  and  tbree  faU* 
pieces,  to  attack  it;  at  the  first  disdiaige  of  a  cannon  laoietliii 
two  thoosand  of  the  enemj  emerged  ficom  their  oonoeahnent,  ui 
he  fbond  U»  \ite  tSbsUhftwWsIa  British  linewM  in  battle  «v4 
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before  liim.  To  retreat  was  more  dangerous  than  lo  go  on.  80 
thinking,  with  that  impetuous  valor  whii'b  had  gained  him  the 
name  of  Mad  Anthony,  he  ordered  a  uharge  to  be  sounded,  and 
itrew  himself  horse  and  foot  with  ahouts  upon  the  enemy.  It 
wsiS  a  sanguinary  conflict  aod  a  desperate  one,  for  the  enemy 
were  outflanking  him  riglit  and  left.  Fortunately,  the  heaviness 
if  the  tire  had  awakened  the  suspicioas  of  Lafayette ; — it  was  too 
ilrong  fur  the  outpasl  of  a  rear-gnard.  Spurring  to  a  point  of 
auU  wbith  commanded  a  view  of  the  British  camp,  he  discovered 
iie  actual  force  of  the  enemy,  and  the  peril  of  Wayne.  Qollop- 
ng  back,  he  sent  word  to  Wayne  to  fall  back  to  General  Mnhlen- 
MTg's  brigade,  which  had  just  arrived,  and  was  forming  within 
lair  a  mile  of  the  scene  of  conflict.  Wayne  did  so  in  good 
mler,  leanng  behind  him  his  three  cannon ;  the  horses  which 
Irew  ibcm  having  been  killed- 

The  whole  army  then  retired  across  the  morass.  The  isaa- 
ay's  cavalry  would  have  pursned  them,  but  Curnwallis  fori)ade  it. 
rhe  night  was  falling.  The  hardihood  of  Wayne's  attack,  and 
lis  sadden  retreat,  it  issaid,  deceived  and  perplexed  bis  lordship, 
tie  thought  the  Americans  more  strung  than  they  really  were,  and 
ilie  retreat  a  mere  feint  to  draw  him  into  an  ambuscade.  That 
retreat,  if  followed  close,  might  have  been  converted  into  a  disas- 
s  flight. 

e  loss  of  the  Americans  in  this  brief  but  severe  conflict  is 
,  by  Lafayette  to  have  been  one  hundred  and  eighteen 
uJed,  wounded  aud  prisoners,  including  ten  officers.  The  Brit- 
iali  loss  was  said  to  be  five  officers  wounded,  aud  seveuty-flve  pri* 
*«tcs  killed  and  wounded.  "  Our  field  officers,"  said  Wayne, 
**  were  generally  dismounted  by  having  their  horses  either  killed 
ur  wounded  under  them.     I  will  not  conduhi  with  the  nnui^ia  ^ 
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the  loss  of  two  of  his,  as  he  was  fireqiientl j  requested  to  keq»  at  a 
greater  distance.  His  natural  braTery  rendered  bim  deaf  to  ad- 
monition.** 

Lafayette  retreated  to  Oreen  Springs,  where  he  rallied  and 
reposed  his  troops.  Gomwallis  crossed  over  to  Jamestown  Island 
after  dark,  and  three  days  afterwards,  passing  James  Biver  with 
his  main  force,  proceeded  to  Portsmouth.  His  object  was,  in  con- 
formity to  his  instructions  from  the  ministry,  to  estaUish  there  or 
elsewhere  on  the  Chesapeake,  a  permanent  post,  to  serve  as  a 
central  point  for  naval  and  military  operations. 

In  his  letters  to  Washington  giving  an  account  of  these 
events,  Lafayette  says  :  '^  I  am  anxious  to  know  your  opinion  of 
the  Virginia  campaign.     The  subjugation  of  this  State  was  in- 
coutestably  the  principal  object  of  the  ministry.     I  think  yoor 
diversion  has  been  of  more  use  than  any  of  my  manoeuvres ;  but 
tlie  latter  have  been  above  all  directed  by  political  views.    As 
long  as  his  lordship  desired  an  action,  not  a  musket  has  been 
fired ;  the  moment  he  would  avoid  a  combat,  we  began  a  war  of 
skinnishes ;  but  I  had  always  care  not  to  compromise  the  armj. 
The  naval  superiority  of  the  enemy,  his  superiority  in  cavalij,  io 
regular  troops,  and  his  thoosand  other  advantages,  make  me  con- 
sider myself  lucky  to  have  come  off  safe  and  sound.     I  had  m J 
eye  fixed  on  negotiations  in  Europe,  and  I  made  it  my  aim  to 
give  his  lordship  the  disgrace  of  a  retreat*'  * 

We  will  now  turn  to  resume  the  course  of  General  Oieene^ 
campaigning  in  the  Carolinas. 

*  Memoires  de  La&yette,  tip.  446 
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obbxnr's  bktboqrade  operation  in  south  cabolina— afpbars  bepobb 
camdbn — affau  at  hobkirk*s  hill — ^rawdon  abandons  camden— 
bapid  successes  of  the  amkriganb— obeene*s  attack  on  the  fob- 
tbxss  of  nncett  six— opebations  aoainat  lord  bawdon— orrenb  on 
the  high  hills  of  8antee — 8umteb  scours  the  lower  oountbt — 
dash  of  colonel  wade  hampton  at  the  gates   of  charleston — 

SXFLOrra  OF    lee    and    HAMFTON— of     CAPTAIN    ABMSTBONG     AT    QUIMBr 
BHIDOB — ^ACTION  IN  THB  NBIOHBORHOOD — ^BND  OF  THE  CAMPAIGN. 

[t  will  be  recollected  that  Greene,  on  the  5th  of  April,  set  out 
lom  Deep  Biver  on  a  retrograde  march  to  carry  the  war  again 
nto  South  Carolina,  beginning  bj  an  attack  on  Lord  Bawdon*8 
tost  at  Camden.  Sumter  and  Marion  had  been  keeping  alive 
he  revolutionary  fire  in  that  State ;  the  former  on  the  north-east 
rontier,  the  latter  in  his  favorite  fighting  ground  between  the 
?edee  and  Santee  Bivers.  On  the  re-appearance  of  Greene,  they 
itood  ready  to  aid  with  heart  and  hand. 

On  his  way  to  Camden,  Greene  detached  Lee  to  join  Ma- 
rion with  his  legion,  and  make  an  attack  upon  Fort  Watson 
by  way  of  diversion.  For  himself,  he  appeared  before  Cam- 
den, but  finding  it  too  strong  and  too  well  garrisoned,  fell 
back  about  two  miles,  and  took  post  at  Hobkirk*8  Hill,  hop- 
ing to  draw  his  lordship  out.  He  succeeded  but  too  well. 
His  lordship    attacked   him   on    the   25  th  of  April,    coming 
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upon  him  partly  bj  surprise.  There  was  a  haid-fixight  battle, 
but  through  some  false  move  among  part  of  bis  troopSy  Gheene 
was  obliged  to  retreat  His  lordship  did  not  parsoe,  but  shut 
himself  up  in  Camden,  waiting  to  be  rejoined  by  part  of  his  gv- 
rison  which  was  absent. 

Greene  posted  himself  near  Camden  ferry  on  the  Wateree,  to 
intercept  these  reinforcements.  Lee  and  Marion,  who  had  soo- 
ceeded  in  capturing  Fort  Watson,  also  took  a  position  on  the 
high  hills  of  Santee  for  the  same  purpose.  Their  efforts  were 
unavailing.  Lord  Rawdon  was  rejoined  by  the  other  part  of  his 
troops.  His  superior  force  now  threatened  to  give  him  the  iiia»- 
terv.  Greene  felt  the  hazardous  nature  of  his  situation.  His 
troops  were  fatigued  by  their  long  marchings;  he  was  disap- 
pointed of  promised  aid  and  reinforcements  from  Virginia;  still 
he  was  undismayed,  and  pre])ared  fur  another  of  his  long  and 
stubborn  retreats.  "  We  must  always  operate/'  said  he,  "  on  the 
maxim  that  your  enemy  will  do  what  he  ought  to  do.  Lord 
Rawdon  will  push  us  back  to  the  mountains,  but  we  will  dispute 
every  inch  of  ground  in  the  best  manner  we  can."  Such  were 
his  w^ords  to  General  Davie  on  the  evening  of  the  9th  of  May,  as 
he  sat  in  his  tent  with  a  map  before  him  studying  the  roads  and 
fastnesses  of  the  country.  An  express  was  to  set  off  for  Phila- 
del{)hia  the  next  morning,  and  he  requested  General  Davie,  «ho 
was  of  that  city,  to  write  to  the  members  of  Congress  with  whom 
he  was  acquainted,  painting  in  the  strongest  colors  their  situa- 
tion and  gloomy  prospects. 

The  very  next  morning  there  was  a  joyful  reverse.  Greene 
sent  for  General  Davie.  "Rawdon,'*  cried  he,  exultingly,  "» 
preparing  to  evacuate  Camden ;  that  place  was  the  key  of  the 
enemy's  Vine  oi  ^^\a,  iVi^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^*^  ^^  ^  evacuated;  all 
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rill  now  go  well.  Bum  your  letters.  I  shall  march  immedi- 
ately to  the  Congaree.*' 

His  lordship  had  heard  of  the  march  of  Comwallis  into  Vir- 
^nia,  and  that  all  hope  of  aid  from  him  was  at  an  end.  His 
^rrison  was  oat  of  proTisions.  All  supplies  were  cut  off  by  the 
Americans ;  he  had  no  choice  but  to  eracuate.  He  left  Camden 
11  flames.  Immense  quantities  of  stores  and  baggage  were  con- 
omed,  together  with  the  court-housey  the  gaol^  and  many  private 
lonses. 

Rapid  successes  now  attended  the  American  arms.  Fort 
fottCy  the  middle  post  between  Camden  and  Ninety  Six,  was 
ftken  by  Marion  and  Lee.  Lee  next  captured  Granby,  and 
larched  to  aid  Pickens  in  the  siege  of  Augusta ;  while  Greene, 
aving  acquired  a  supply  of  arms,  ammunition,  and  provisions, 
rem  the  captured  forts,  sat  down  before  the  fortress  of  Ninety 
tix,  on  the  22d  of  May.  It  was  the  great  mart  and  stronghold 
f  the  royalists,  and  was  principally  garrisoned  by  royalists  from 
few  Jersey  and  New  York,  commanded  by  Colonel  Cruger,  a 
ative  of  New  York.  The  siege  lasted  for  nearly  a  month.  The 
lace  was  valiantly  defended.  Lee  arrived  vrith  his  legion,  hav- 
ag  failed  before  Augusta,  and  invested  a  stockaded  fort  which 
ormed  part  of  the  works. 

Word  was  brought  that  Lord  Rawdon  was  pressing  forward 
rith  reinforcements,  and  but  a  few  miles  distant  on  the  Saluda. 
}ieene  endeavored  to  get  up  Sumter,  Marion,  and  Pickens,  to 
lis  assistance,  but  they  were  too  far  on  the  right  of  Lord  Raw- 
Ion  to  form  a  junction.  The  troops  were  eager  to  storm  the 
■arks  before  his  lordship  should  arrive.  A  partial  assault  was 
Bade  on  the   18th  of  June.     It  was  a  bloody  contest.     The 
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•btcUded  fiHt  vu  taken,  lot  flw  tRtop  «■■•  i^dHl  Cm  Ai 
nutin  workft. 

Greene  ntiMted  KRia  tU  SdKl%  nd  kdtad  It  BbA  Bi«i 
at  twaity  nuUe  diitonoe^  to  obwrre  the  tnotkiD.  of  tiw  eoMf. 

lo  A  letter  thence  to  Waihington,  be  writee:  '*Hjfeen  anini- 
cipall;  from  the  enemy'B  taperior  ctmiij.  To  the  northmif 
cavalijr  U  nothing  from  the  nnmenxu  feocea ;  hot  to  the  nal^ 
wAtd,  »  diaorder,  hj  a  Buperior  oTilrj,  nuj  be  unprored  ntoi 
defeat,  and  a  defeat  into  a  rooL  'nrginia  and  North  Ganfaa 
could  not  be  brought  to  oonaider  caralry  of  aacb  great  i^or- 
tancc  aa  the/  are  to  the  aecnrit/  of  the  army  and  the  asbtjdt 
country." 

Lord  Rawdon  entered  Ninety  Six  on  the  2Iet,  but  nSied 
forth  again  on  the  24th,  taking  with  him  all  the  troopi  capaiifa 
of  fatij^e,  two  thousand  in  nnmber,  without  wheel  caimget' 
any  kind,  er  even  knapeaclu,  hoping  by  a  rapid  move  to  ota- 
take  Greene.  Want  of  provisions  soon  obliged  him  to  gin  <q> 
tJie  jiurKuit,  and  retnm  to  Ninety  Six.  Leaving  abont  one  half 
of  his  force  there,  under  Colonel  Cmger,  he  sallied  a  second  tin 
from  Xinety  Six,  at  the  head  of  eleven  hundred  infantry,  «^ 
cavalry,  artillery,  and  field-pieces,  marching  by  the  sonthndei/ 
the  Saluda  for  the  Congaree. 

He  was  now  pursued  in  his  turn  by  Qreene  and  Lee.  Id  iU> 
march  more  than  fifty  of  bis  lordship's  soldiers  fell  dead  ftim 
heat,  fatigue  and  privation.  At  Orangeborg,  where  be  airind 
on  the  8th  of  July,  his  lordship  was  joined  by  a  large  detail 
ment  uoder  Colonel  Stnsrt 

Greene  bad  followed  him  closely,  and  having  collected  all  bir 
detachments,  and  being  joined  by  Sumter,  appeared  witliiB  f* 
miles  of  Orangeburg,  on  the  10th  of  July,  and  cdend  tut^ 
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Tbe  offer  was  not  ttcc«pteil,  anil  ihe  position  of  Lord  Rawdoii 
was  too  strong  to  be  attacked.  Greene  remained  there  two  or 
three  dnys ;  when,  learning  that  Colonel  Crager  was  advancing 
with  the  residue  of  the  forces  fiom  Ninety  Six,  which  would 
K;;ain  give  his  lordship  a  superiority  of  force,  he  moved  off  with 
hia  infantry  on  the  night  of  the  13th  of  July,  erosscd  the  Saluda, 
and  posted  himself  on  the  east  side  of  the  Wateree,  at  the  high 
hills  of  Santee.  In  this  salubrtous  and  delightful  region,  where 
tbe  air  was  pure  and  lireeiy,  and  the  water  delicate,  he  allowiJ 
bis  weary  soldiers  to  repose  and  refresh  themselves,  awaiting  tlie 
arrival  of  some  Oontinental  troops  and  militia  from  North  Caro- 
when  he  intended  to  resume  his  enterprise  of  driving  the 
toy  from  the  interior  of  the  country. 

At  the  time  when  he  moved  from  the  neighborhood  i)f 
j;ebiirg  (July  I3lh),  he  detached  Sumter  with  nhout  a  ihou- 
and  light  troops  to  scour  the  lower  country,  and  attark  the  Brit- 
lab  posts  in  the  vicinity  of  Charleston,  now  left  uncovered  by  the 
MDcentration  of  their  forces  at  Orangeburg.  Under  Sumter 
kcted  Marion,  Lee,  the  Hamptons,  and  other  enterprising  parti- 
tana.  They  were  to  act  separately  in  breaking  np  ihe  minor 
posts  At  anrl  about  Dorchester,  but  to  unite  at  Monk's  Corner, 
ivhere  Lientenant^Milonel  Coates  was  stationed  with  the  ninth 
It.  This  post  carried,  they  were  to  reunite  with  fireene's 
n  the  high  hills  of  Santee, 

ree  was  Sumter  on  his  march,  when  he  received  a  letter 
I  Oreere,  dated  July  Hth,  stating  that  Cmger  had  formed  a 
with  Lord  Rawdon  the  preceding  night;  no  time,  there- 
Ivas  to  he  lost.     "Push  yonr  operations  night  and  day:  sta- 
U»  party  to  walch  the  t'nemy's  motions  at  Orangeburg.     Keep 
bel  Lee  and  General  Marion  advised  ol  aW  Taa\.\j«%  ^luxtx 
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aboTA,  ud  ton  Ooloml  Im  to  ^mdv  ana  at  4*  fftai  rf 

CbvlMton.'* 

ConfiiRDablr  to  Umm  oHmi,  Gokral  Kmy  Aaplaa  vift  » 
part/  wu  poatod  to  k«ep  an  «je  on  OrangBbnrg^  Lm  wiA  !■ 
legion,  ■«™"r*""^  bf  LieotenantookHtd  Wads  Han^tew,  md 
a  detachment  of  caralrj,  was  aent  to  can;  Don^eater,  and  As 
preai  forward  to  the  gatee  ot  Charleatoa ;  while  Sumter  with  tht 
main  bod;,  took  up  hie  line  of  maroh  along  the  road  on  the  Mrih 
aide  of  the  Congaree,  towards  Honk's  Comer. 

At  Lee  approached  Doreheater,  Colonel  Wade  TTMopfam,  ntt 
lus  cavalrj,  paoed  to  the  eaat  of  that  place,  to  a  bridge  oo  QoM 
Creek,  to  cut  off  all  communication  between  the  garrisoD  ui 
Monk's  Comer.  His  sudden  appearance  gave  the  alarm,  the  gv- 
rifion  abandoned  its  post,  and  when  Lee  arrived  there  be  fnnd 
it  deserted.  He  proceeded  to  secore  a  nomber  of  horMi  iti 
waggons,  and  some  fixed  ammunition,  which  the  garnsoo  iti 
lefl  behind,  and  to  send  them  off  to  Hampton.  Hamptcm,  ktft 
in  suspense  hj  this  delay,  lost  patience.  He  feared  thit  tb 
alam  would  spread  throng  the  conntry,  and  the  dash  into  tki 
vicinity  of  Charleston  be  prevented— ^r,  perhaps,  that  Lee  ni^ 
intend  to  make  it  by  himselC  Abandoning  the  bridge  at  Od* 
Creek,  ther^ore,  he  set  off  with  his  cavalry,  clattered  dowi  tt 
the  neighborhood  of  the  lines,  and  threw  the  city  into  confna* 
The  bells  rang,  alarm  gnns  were  fired,  the  citizens  tomsdirt 
under  arms.  Hampttm  captnred  a  patrol  of  dragoons  sad  > 
guard,  at  the  Quarter  House ;  completed  his  bravado  by  pan&t 
his  cavalry  in  sig^t  of  the  seutinds  on  the  advaaced  «tri^ 
and  then  retired,  carrying  off  fifty  prisoners,  several  of  tki 
offioers. 

LManvra&m^^niu^^BoA»«iid.QQ  the  following  day,  htti 
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ate  Id  win  any  lanrclB.     Hampton  had  been  beforehand  with 

dm,  made  the  dash,  and  "thundered  at  the  gale."     Both  now 

iast«ned  to  rejoin  Sumter  on  the  ovening  of  the  IGth,  who  was 

tily  waiting  lo  collect  bis  detachments,  before  he  made  an  attack 

n  Colonel  Coates  at  Monk's  Corner.     The  assault  was  to  be 

nacle  on  the  following  rooming.     During  the  night  Coates  de- 

ainped  in  silence :    the  ftrst  signal   of  his  departure,  was  the 

lurstiiig  of  Hanics  througii  the  roof  of  a  brick  church,  which  be 

lod  used  as  a  magiuine,  and  which  contained  stores  that  conld 

be  carried  away.     A  pursuit  was  commenced;    Leo  with 

legimi,   and    Hampton    with   ^e   Slate   cavalry,    took   tbe 

Sumter  followed  with  the  infantry.     The  rear-guard  of 

British,  about  one  hundred  strong,  was  overtaken  with  the 

at  the  distance  of  eighteen  miles.      They  were  new 

recently  arrived  from  Ireland,  and  had  not  seen  service. 

On  being  charged  by  tlie  cavalry  sword  in  hand,  they  threw  down 

Lheir  arms  without  firing  a  shot,  and  cried  for  qaarter,  which  wiis 

ited.      While  Lee  was  securing    them.   Captain  Armstrong 

the  Sret  section  of  cavalry  pushed  on  in  pursuit  of  Coated 

the  maui  body.     That  officer  had  crossed  a  wooden  bridge 

Qnimby  Creek,  loosened  the  planks,  and  was  only  waiting 

rejoined  by  hia  rear-guard,  to  throw  them  off,  and  cut  ofl 

iDOTBuit.     His  troops  were  partly  on  a  causeway  beyond  the 

partly  crowded  in  a  lane.     He  hod  beard  tin  alarm  guns, 

knew  nothing  of  an  enemy  being  at  hand,  until  he  saw 

irong  spurring  up  wit!)  his  section.     Coates  gave  orders  for 

halt,  form,  and  march  up ;  a  howitzer  was  brought 

apon  the  bridge,  and  a  fatigue  party  rushed  forward  lu 

off  the  jtlnnks.     Armstrong  saw  the  danger,  dashed  across 

bridge,  with  his  Ew^tion,  drove  off  the  artillerists,  and  ua^- 

la* 
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tared  the  howitnr  before  U  cooild  be  dhehngedL  The  ftligM 
men,  who  had  been  at  woik  od  tbe  bridge^  wiicbed  vp  Aar 
guns,  gave  a  Tolley  and  fled.  Two  diagoona  fell  dead  bj  tb 
bowitier ;  others  wen  severely  woonded.  Annatrong^a  paitv,  ii 
croeeing  the  bridge,  had  displaoed  lomecf  the  plaaksi  and  fermed 
a  chasm.  Lieutenant  Garrington  with  the  seoood  aectioa  of  dn- 
goons  leaped  over  it ;  the  chasm  being  thns  enlarged,  the  honei 
of  the  third  section  refosed.  A  pell-meD  flgfat  took  plaoe  be- 
tween the  handful  of  dragoona  who  had  crossed,  and  some  of  the 
enemy.  Armstrong  and  Garrington  were  engaged  hand  to  hand 
with  Colonel  Goates  and  his  officers,  who  defended  themselfei 
from  behind  a  waggon.  The  troops  were  thnmging  to  their  aid 
from  lane  and  causeway.  Armstrong,  seeing  the  foe  too  strorg 
in  front,  and  no  reinforcement  coming  on  in  rear,  wheeled  off 
with  some  of  his  men  to  the  left,  galloped  into  the  woodsy  and 
puHhed  up  along  the  stream  to  ford  it,  and  seek  the  main  bodj. 

During  the  melee,  Lee  had  come  up  and  endeavored  with  the 
dragoons  of  the  third  section  to  replace  the  planks  of  the  hidge 
Their  efforts  were  vain;  the  water  was  deep,  the  mud  deeper; 
there  was  no  foothold,  nor  was  there  any  firm  spot  where  to  swim 
the  horses  across. 

While  they  were  thus  occupied,  Colonel  Goates,  with  Ids  meoy 
opened  a  fire  upon  them  from  the  other  end  of  the  bridge;  ha^  ' 
ing  no  fire-arms  to  reply  with,  they  were  obliged  to  retire.  The 
remainder  of  the  planks  were  then  thrown  off  from  the  bridge) 
after  which  Colonel  Goates  took  post  on  an  adjacent  plantatioDv 
made  the  dwelling-house,  which  stood  on  a  rising  groand,  ^ 
citadel,  planted  the  howitier  before  it,  and  distributed  part  of  bi^ 
men  in  outhouses  and  within  fences,  and  garden  pickets,  whico 
sheltered  them  from  the  attack  of  cavalry.     Here  lie  awaitadt^ 
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iriv&l  of  Somter  witli  the  main  body,  det«rmiaed  to  make  a  dea- 
rate  defence. 
It  waa  not  until  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  that  Snintet 
lith  his  Ibrces  appeared  upon  the  ground,  having  had  to  make 
[  considerable  circuit  on  acaount  of  the  destnictton  of  the 
ridge. 

By  four  o'clock  the  attack  commenced.  Sumter,  with  part 
of  the  troops,  advanced  in  front  under  cover  of  a  line  of  negro 
huts,  which  he  wished  to  seizure.  Marion,  with  his  brigade,  much 
leduced  in  numhor,  approached  on  the  riglit  of  the  enemy,  where 
e  was  no  shelter  but  fences ;  the  cavalry,  not  being  able  to 
,  remained  at  a  distance  as  a  reserve,  and,  tf  necessary,  to 
iver  a  retreat. 

Sumter's  brigade  soon  got  possession  of  the  huts,  where  they 
i  their  riltes  with  sure  effect.     Marion  and  his  men  rushed  up 
thrnngh  a  galling  fire  to  the  fences  on  the  right     The  enemy 
retired  within  the  house  and  garden,  and  kept  up  a  shaqi  Rre 
from  doors  and  windows  and  picketed  fence-     Unfortunately,  tho 
^Umericans  bad  neglected  lo  bring  on  their  artillery ;  their  rifles 
^MD^  muskets  were  not  sufficient  to  force  the  enemy  from  his 
^Btronghold.     Haring  repaired  the  bridge,  they  sent  off  for  the 
^^■rtillcry  and  a  supply  of  {xtwdcr,  which  accompanied  it.     The 
^^■rening  was  at  band ;  their  ammunition  was  exhuusti-d,  and  thoy 
n    ntired  in  good  order,  intending  to  renew  the  combat  with  artil- 
lery in  the  morning.     Leaving  the  cavalry  lo  watch  and  control 
emcnts  cpf   the  enemy,   ihey  drew    off   ncrow   Quimby 
ind  encamped  at  the  distance  of  three  miles. 


Here,  when  they  Ci 


o  compare  n 


LB  found  that  the 


a  in  killed  and  wounded  had  chiefly  fallen  Qii  Marion'6  corps. 
n,  from  tlieir  cicposcd  situation,  hod  borne  the  brunt  of 


teradinthehnU.  iT^i*-'«j™J  r  *  i  n  ^— fc^»^^^J  JifJ 
nigMd  in  the  ooDp.    ftifca  ■■*  yMtttmimaim  iiiJIy  M 

Miinrtnr  nnifnr  mnh  rlrnwMtinri  Ifaay— wdaffiathari^ 
J>e,  accaatflawd  to  Mt  iiidep«Dd«itlf ,  Kidmivinin^  jwfcipii  Id 
■cknowledg*  Samtar  u  hii  niMiiar  officer,  tocA  up  hii  Um  d 
mwoli  fer  bMd^utton  vidnat  "™— 1*™g  bbn.  Bnratar  ilin 
had  fan*  MUHgb,  now  that  ha  was  joiitod  1^  tha  aitilkty,  Id 
han  hdd  theaMmy  in  a  ttataof  nags;  hatha  wm  short  of  ■» 
nnnition,  only  tvoitf  mflos  6am  CStailaatoB,  at  a  [JaDe  meaemt- 
Ue  by  tida  walor,  and  ho  ^prebtDded  tha  approach  of  Luri 
Bawdoo,  lAo,  it  was  said,  was  noring  dofwn  ftom  OoBgAerg' 
He  thereibra  retired  acrosB  the  Santee,  and  nj<Hned  Qreene  st  bit 
encampment 

So  endad  tius  foray,  which  fell  &t  short  of  tha  expectatku 
formed  from  the  spirit  and  actiTity  of  the  leaders  and  their  men- 
VarioDS  errors  have  been  pointed  ont  in  their  operationfl,  bat  an- 
certed  schemea  are  rarely  carried  ont  in  aU  their  parts  by  psrti- 
Ban  troops.  One  ct  the  best  effects  of  the  incnraian,  wu  tin 
drawing  down  Lord  Bawdon  from  Orangebni^,  with  five  hundnd 
of  his  troops.  He  retomed  no  more  to  the  npper  conntrj,  bet 
siuled  not  long  sfier  from  Charleston  for  Enrope. 

Colonel  Stnart,  who  was  left  in  command  at  OrangebiFf^ 
moved  forward  from  that  place,  and  encamped  on  the  Booth  nde 
of  the  Congaree  Biver,  near  its  junction  with  tha  Wateiee,  wl 
within  sixteen  miles  of  Qreene's  pomtion  on  the  hi^  hilli  o^ 
Bontee.  The  two  armies  lay  in  sight  of  each  other's  fira,  ^ 
two  large  rirers  intervened,  to  secnre  each  party  from  Bodden 
attack.    Both  armies,  howorar,  aeadad  repoae,  and  militaiy  <^ 
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atioDB  were  soBpended,  as  if  by  mataal  consent^  during  the  sul- 
try summer  heat 

The  campaign  had  been  a  severe  and  trying  one,  and  check- 
ered with  vicissitades ;  bat  Greene  had  succeeded  in  regaining 
the  greater  part  of  (}eorg^a  and  the  two  Carolinas,  and,  as  he 
said,  only  wanted  a  little  alssistance  from  the  North  to  complete 
their  recovery.  He  was  soon  rejoiced  by  a  letter  from  Washing- 
ton, informing  him  that  a  detachment  from  the  army  of  Lafay- 
ette might  be  expected  to  bring  him  the  required  assistance ;  but 
he  was  made  still  more  happy  by  the  following  cordial  passage  in 
the  letter :  ^'  It  is  with  the  warmest  pleasure  I  express  my  full 
approbation  of  the  various  movements  and  operations  which  your 
military  conduct  has  lately  exhibited,  while  I  confess  to  you  that 
I  am  unable  to  conceive  what  more  could  have  been  done  under 
your  circumstances,  than  has  been  displayed  by  your  little,  perse* 
vering,  and  determined  army." 


CHAPTER   XXV. 

wAanxfnroK  i>nArronrm>  as  fo  BKiiivoBCBiacim— fsbstcr  AxmiiEn  do- 

TIinED  FOB  THE  CHKSAPEAKX — ^AITEIIFTB  OS  ITKW  TOBK  ronrOHXD— 
MARCH  OP  TUK  AKMIBI  TO  THE  CBnATKAKB — BTBATAOEMS  TO  DBCSin 
FHR  EXEMT — ARIfOLD  RATAOES  KRW  LOSDON — WA8HIXGT02I  AT  rfllLI- 
DEl.niIA — MARCH  OP  THE  TWO  ARMIB9  TIIROCOH  THE  CETT— CORXWALLU 
AT  TORK'IX>W2C — PREPARATIOHS  TO  PROCEED  AOAOIST  HIM — VUIT  TO  MOfO^ft 
VKKXOX. 

A(TER  the  grand  reconnoissance  of  the  posts  on  New  York 
Island,  relatinl  in  a  former  page,  the  confederate  armies  remaiDed 
enoainpetl  al)out  Dobbs  Ferry  and  the  Greenburg  hills,  awaitiDg 
an  aii^ncntation  of  force  for  their  meditated  attack.  To  Wash- 
in<j:toirs  great  disappointment,  his  army  was  but  tardily  and 
scantily  recruited,  while  the  garrison  of  New  York  was  aug- 
mented by  the  arrival  of  three  thousand  Hessian  troops  frum 
Euroi>e.  In  this  predicament  he  despatched  a  circular  letter  to 
the  governments  of  the  Eastern  States,  representing  his  delicate 
and  embarrassed  situation.  ^*  Unable  to  advance  with  prudence 
beyond  my  present  position,"  writes  he,  "  while,  perhaps,  in  the 
general  opinion,  my  force  is  equal  to  the  commencement  of  oper- 
ations against  New  York,  my  conduct  must  appear,  if  not  blam- 
able,  highly  mysterious  at  least  Our  allies,  who  were  made  to 
expect  a  very  considerable  augmentation  of  force  by  this  time, 
instead  of  seeing  a  prospect  of  advancing,  must  conjectore,  upo^ 
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good  grounds,  that  the  caiii{itLigQ  will  waste  fruUlesely  away.  It 
will  be  DO  flmall  degree  of  triumph  to  oar  enemieR,  &nd  will  havo 
a  pernicious  iDtluence  upon  our  frieadn  in  Europe,  should  tbejr 
fimi  fiuch  &  failure  of  resource,  or  aiich  a  want  of  enei^y  to  draw 
it  out,  that  oar  boasted  and  exteoEire  preparations  cod  only  in 
itUe  jarade.  *  *  Tliu  fulfilment  of  my-  engagements  must 
depend  upon  the  degree  of  vigor  with  which  the  eiicecutives  of 
llie  several  States  exeruiae  the  powers  with  which  they  have  betin 
vested,  and  enforce  the  laws  lately  passed  for  filling  up  and  sup- 
plying (he  army.  In  full  confidence  that  the  means  which 
have  been  voted  will  be  obtained,  I  shall  continue  my  opera- 
lions." 

Until  we  study  Washington's  full,  perspicuous  letters,  we 
know  little  of  the  Uifficnltiea  he  had  to  sLniggle  with  in  conduct- 
ing his  campaigns ;  how  often  the  sounding  resolves  of  legislative 
bodies  disappointed  him ;  how  often  he  bad  to  maintain  a 
bold  front  when  his  country  failed  to  back  him ;  how  often,  as 
in  the  siege  of  Doslon,  he  had  to  carry  on  the  war  without 
powder  ! 

In  a  few  days  came  letters  from  Lafayette,  dated  26th  and 
30tlt  of  July,  speaking  of  the  embarkation  of  tlie  greatest  part 
k^  Cornwallis's  army  at  Portsmouth.  "  There  are  in  Hampton 
^■oads  thirty  transport  ships  full  of  troops,  most  of  them  red 
coals,  and  eight  or  ten  brigs  with  cavalry  on  Iward."  He  sup- 
posed their  destination  to  be  New  York,  yet,  though  wind  and 
weather  were  favorable,  they  did  not  sail.  "  Should  a  French 
30W  come  into  Hampton  Roa*ls,"  adds  iho  sanguine  Mar- 
"  the  British  army  would.  I   think,  be  ours." 

At  this  juncture  arrived  the  French  frigate  Concorde  at  New- 

,  bringing  despatches  from  Adcnual  the  Count  de  Grasse. 


308  ura  or  WAmmoK.  pm. 

He  WM  to  leave  St  Domiiigo  on  A»  Sd  of  Ai«hI^  ^ritt  befevwi 
twenty-fire  and  thirty  elupe  of  tta  line^  and  a  aoaadotaUe  k^ 
of  land  forces,  and  to  steer  inoaediately  iat  tbe  GheB^eeka. 

This  changed  the  £K9e  of  aiUn^  and  oaDed  far  a  ehsnge  in 
the  game.  .  All  attempt  upon  New  York  was  postponed;  the 
whole  of  the  French  army,  and  as  Isrge  a  pert  of  the  Aoericaiks 
as  could  be  q>ared,  were  to  more  to  Virginia,  and  ooH^wrate  vidi 
the  Goont  de  Orasse  for  the  redemption  of  the  Sootliem  Stato. 
Washington  apprised  the  coont  by  letter  of  this  intention.  He 
wrote  also  to  Lafayette  on  the  15th  of  Angnst:  "By  the  tiist 
this  reaches  yoo,  the  Coont  de  Orsase  will  efther  be  in  ths 
Chesapeake,  or  may  be  looked  for  every  moment  Under  then 
circumstances,  whether  the  enemy  remain  in  full  force,  or 
whether  they  have  ooly  a  detachment  left,  yon  will  immediately 
take  such  a  position  as  wUl  best  enable  yon  to  prevent  their  sod- 
den retreat  through  North  Carolina,  which  I  presume  they 
will  attempt  the  instant  they  perceive  so  formidable  an  arma- 
ment" 

Should  General  Wayne,  with  the  troops  destined  for  Soatk 
Carolina,  still  remain  in  the  neighborhood  of  James  River,  and 
the  enemy  have  made  no  detachment  to  the  southward,  the  Ka^ 
quis  was  to  detain  these  troops  until  he  heard  again  from  Wasb- 
ington,  and  was  to  inform  General  Greene  of  the  cause  of  tlwir 
detention. 

'^Tou  shall  hear  further  from  me,**  concludes  the  letter,  ''ai 
soon  as  I  have  concerted  plans  and  formed  dispositions  for  send- 
ing a  reinforcement  from  hence.  In  the  mean  time,  I  have  oolj 
to  recommend  a  continuance  of  that  prudence  and  good  condnet 
which  you  have  manifested  through  the  whole  of  yonr  campaign. 
You  win  be  particularly  careful  to  conceal  the  expected  arrival  of 
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i  Count ;  because,  if  the  enemy  are  not  apprised  of  it,  tbey 
rili  stay  on  board  their  transports  in  tlie  bay,  wbich  will  be  the 
ickiest  circometaDce  in  the  world." 

Washington's  ''soii]  was  now  in  arms."  At  len^h,  after 
being  baffled  and  disappointed  so  often  by  the  incompi-'ti^ncy  of 
his  means,  and  above  all,  thwarted  by  the  enemy's  naval  potency, 
be  had  the  possibility  of  coping  with  them  both  on  land  and  Bca. 
The  contemplated  espedition  was  likely  to  consummate  hie  jilans, 
and  wind  up  the  fortunes  of  the  war,  and  he  determined  to  lead 
pereoo.  He  wonld  take  with  him  something  more  than 
)  thousand  of  the  American  army;  the  rest,  chiefly  North- 
I  troopa,  were  to  remain  with  General  Heath,  who  was  to 
till  command  of  West  Point,  and  the  other  posts  of  the 
adson. 

Perfect  secrecy  was  muntained  as  to  this  change  of  plan, 
reparations  were  still  carried  on,  as  if  for  an  attack  upon  New 
An  extensive  encampment  was  marked  out  in  the  Jer- 
,  and  ovens  erected,  and  fuel  provided  for  the  baking  of 
i  as  if  a  part  of  the  i>esiegiiig  force  waa  to  be  stationed 
Wre,  thence  to  make  a  descent  upon  the  enemy's  garrison  on 
1  Island,  in  aid  of  the  operations  against  the  city.  The 
ican  troops,  themselves,  were  kept  in  ignorance  of  their 
lititination.  General  Washington,  observes  one  of  the  shrewd- 
est of  them,  matures  his  great  plans  and  designs  nnder  an  im- 
penetrable veil  of  secrecy,  and  while  we  repose  the  fullest  confi- 
dence in  our  chief,  our  opinions  fas  to  his  intentions!  must  be 
founded  only  on  doubtful  conjecture." 

Previous  to  his  decampment,    Washington   sent  forward   a 

■  3m  Thauhei'i  HiliUrj  JmurnO,  p.  321. 
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put;  of  iMXM.-rs  In  .K-sr  ihe  roads  Uiw&tiIg  Eing'A  BRdgt,HiI 
iW  poati  racttitU  i\<.^>kniioitr«d  ner«  &bout  to  lie  simnpul  Oa  i 
Iha  19Ui  of  An^iivt.  his  troops  wern  pwadod  with  iheii  bn*  m 
ikkt  £netM&  Wlicu  all  wcr«  f e«dj.  Jwvever,  lli^  weit  otderal 
to  fiM  akoB^  Mtd  «•!«  Buohod  1^  aloog  Um  HidsB  Bin 
towaidt  King^FMiy. 

D*  KoobuibMa,  ia  lik«  maoiMr,  broko  qp  Ui  iii*ipf 'i"^ 
and  look  Uw  iwd  by  Whits  FIudb,  Nordi  OMtla^  fiaa'i  Bridp, 
■ad  CnapOBd,  toward  the  sum  point.  AH  WotdiMter  Oaan^ 
vaa  again  aliva  with  tha  tramp  t£  tnopa,  tlM  gleam  d  nm, 
and  tha  lamheriag  ct  artOln;  and  haggaga  w^gooa  aloiK  ik 
roada. 

On  the  SOtk.  Wiuhington  anired  at  King's  Ftrrj,  and  bil 
troops  began  lo  cross  the  Hudson  with  their  baggage,  stores,  ud 
cannon,  and  encamp  at  Haventraw.  Ha  himself  croased  in  ti» 
evening,  and  tuuk  up  his  quarters  at  Colonel  Hay's,  at  the  Whid 
House.  Thence  be  wrote  confidentially  to  Lafajette,  on  the  m 
now  firet  apprising  him  of  his  being  on  the  march  with  the  e^ 
pedition,  and  repeating  his  injunctions  that  the  land  and  nsnl 
forces,  alread^r  at  the  scene  of  action,  should  so  combine  thar 
operations,  that  the  English,  on  the  arrival  of  the  French  M, 
might  not  be  able  to  eecape.  He  wroto  also  to  the  Count  dt 
Grasae,  (presuming  that  the  letter  would  find  him  in  the  Chess- 
peake,)  urging  him  to  send  up  all  his  frigatee  and  traaspoita  to 
the  Head  of  Elk,  hj  the  Sth  of  September^  tot  the  transportatkm 
of  the  combined  utay,  which  would  be  there  by  that  time.  He 
informed  him  also,  that  the  Count  de  Barras  had  resolved  lo  jcui 
him  in  the  Chesapeake  with  his  squadron.  One  is  reminded  of 
the  tissue  of  movements  planned  from  a  distance,  which  ended  is 
the  capture  of  Borgoyne. 
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On  the  22d,  the  French  troops,  arrived  by  their  circuitons 
loate,  and  began  to  cross  to  Stony  Point  with  their  artillery, 
baggage,  and  stores.  The  operation  occupied  between  two  and 
three  days ;  dnring  which  time  Washington  took  the  Count  de 
Rochambeaa  on  a  visit  to  West  Point,  to  show  him  the  citadel  of 
the  Highlands,  an  object  of  intense  interest,  in  consequence  of 
having  been  the  scene  of  Arnold's  treason. 

The  two  armies  having  safely  crossed  the  Hudson,  com- 
menced, on  the  25th,  their  several  lines  of  march  toward  the  Jer- 
seys ;  the  Americans  for  Springfield  on  the  Rahway,  the  French 
!for  Whippany  towards  Trenton.  Both  armies  were  still  kept  in 
the  dark,  as  to  the  ultimate  object  of  their  movement.  An  intel- 
ligent observer,  already  quoted,  who  accompanied  the  army, 
writes :  '^  Our  situation  reminds  me  of  some  theatrical  exhibition, 
where  the  interest  and  expectations  of  the  spectators  are  con- 
tinually increasing,  and  where  curiosity  is  wrought  to  the  highest 
point.  Our  destination  has  been  for  some  time  matter  of  per- 
plexing doubt  and  uncertainty ;  bets  have  run  high  on  one  side, 
that  we  were  to  occupy  the  ground  marked  out  on  the  Jersey 
shore,  to  aid  in  the  siege  of  New  York ;  and  on  the  other,  that 
we  are  stealing  a  march  on  the  enemy,  and  are  actually  des- 
tined to  Virginia,  in  pursuit  of  the  army  under  Com  wall  is. 
•  •  •  •  A  number  of  bateaux  mounted  on  carriages  h&ve 
followed  in  our  train ;  supposed  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  the 
troops  over  to  Staten  Island."  * 

The  mystery  was  at  length  solved.  ^'  We  have  now  passed 
all  the  enemy's  posts,"  continues  the  foregoing  writer,  *•  and  are 
pursuing  our  route,  with  increased  rapidity,  toward  Philadelphia. 

*  Thacher*!  Military  Joarnal,  p.  328. 
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Wargnns  bare  been  pr^Mred  to  carrjthe  wddien*  packivthai 
ther  3UT  press  forward  with  greater  fmaiitj.  Our  dertinttim 
can  no  longer  be  a  aecreu  Comwallis  is  miqiieatioiiably  the  ob- 
jwt  of  oar  present  expedition.  •  •  •  ♦  His  EzoeUfiDcy, 
General  Washington,  having  sacoeeded  in  a  masterly  piece  of 
g^iifraUhip^  has  now  the  sadsfiKtaon  of  leaving  bis  adversary  to 
niminate  on  his  own  mortifying  situation,  and  to  anticipate  the 
{icrilous  fate  which  aw^ta  bis  friend.  Lord  ComwalliB,  in  a  dif- 
ff  rent  quarter.**  * 

Washington  had  in  fact  reached  the  Delaware  with  his  troops, 
before  Sir  Henrv  Ginton  was  aware  of  their  destination.  It 
was  tx>  late  to  oppose  their  march,  even  had  his  forces  been  ade- 
quate. As  a  kind  of  counterplot,  therefore,  and  in  the  hope  of 
distracting  the  attention  of  the  American  commander,  and  draw- 
ing otr  a  part  of  his  troops,  he  hurried  off  an  expedition  to  the 
eastward,  to  insult  tlie  State  of  Connecticut,  and  attack  her  sea- 
Y)Ti  of  New  I»ndon. 

The  command  of  this  expedition,  which  was  to  be  one  of  rav- 
age and  destruction,  was  given  to  Arnold,  as  if  it  was  necessary 
to  complete  the  measure  of  his  infamy,  that  he  should  carry  fire 
and  sword  into  his  native  State,  and  desecrate  the  very  cradle  of 
his  in  fane  v. 

On  the  6th  of  September  he  appeared  off  the  harbor  of  Xe^ 

"  Wafthington  seTeml  jeare  afterwards,  speaking  of  this  iraportant  mircb 
ill  a  letter  to  Xoah  Webster,  writes:  "That  ninch  trouble  w:ii»  token,  anJ 
fine^'K?  used,  to  misguide  and  bewilder  Sir  Heniy  Cliuton  in  regarJ  to  lbs  real 
olijeot,  bv  fictitious  commuuications,  as  well  as  by  making  a  dooeptire  provi- 
sion of  ovens,  forage  and  boats  in  his  neighborliixnl,  is  certain.  Nor  were  lea 
pains  taken  to  deceive  our  own  army,  for  I  had  always  conceived  where  the 
impo»ition  does  not  completely  take  place  at  homo,  it  would  never  lofficieotlj' 
succeed  abroad.** — Sparks,  ix.  404. 
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JODilon  wltb  a  fleet  of  ehipa  and  transporU  and  a  force  uf  two 
I  tliousan*!  infantry  aad  three  hundred  cavalry ;  partly  BduBb 
ttroopa,  Imt  a  greut  part  made  up  of  American  royalists  and  refu- 
K'geeE,  atxl  Hessian  Yageni. 

New  London  staadB  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Thames. 
iThe  approach  to  it  was  defended  hy  two  forts  on  oppoeile  sides  of 
P'tiie  river,  and  about  a  mile  lielow  the  town ;    Fort  Trumbull  on 
west  and  Furt  Griswold  on  the  east  aide,  on  a  height  ealletl 
BQrolon  Ht!l.     The  troops  landed  in  two  divisions  of  about  eight 
■  tiondred  men  each ;    otie  under  Lieutenant-eolonel  Eyre  on 
east  side,  the  other  under  Arnold  on  the  west,  on  the  same  aide  j 
with  New  London,  and  aboat  three  miles  below  it     Arnold  met  ] 
with  but  little  opposition.     The  few  militia  which  manned  t 
•dvance  battery  and  Fort  Tnimhnil.  abandoned  their  posts,  and  1 
crossed  the  river  to  Fort  Griswold.     He  pusheil  on  and  took  poft-  1 
ssion  of  the  town. 
Colonel   Kyre  had  a  harder  taak.      The  militia,  about  one  I 
Imndred  and  fifty-seven  strong,  bad  collected  in  Fort  Griswold, 
Itastily  and  imperfectly  armed  it  is  tme,  some  of  them  merely  j 
Vith  apeors ;    but  they  were  brave  men,  and  had  a  brave  com- 
mander.  Colonel  William    Ledyard,   brother  of   the   celebrated    | 
traveller.      The  fort  was  square  and  regularly  built.     Arnold, 
unaware  of  its  strength,  had  ordered  Colonel  Eyre  to  lake  it  by    , 

nup-de-main.     He  discovered  bis  mistake,  and  sent  counter 
(sders,  but  loii  late. 

Colooel  Eyre  forced  the  pickets ;  made  Ids  way  into  the 
sse,  and  attacked  the  fort  on  three  sides ;  it  was  bravely  de- 
Eended ;  the  enemy  were  repeatedly  repulsed  j  they  returned  to 
^e  assault,  scrambled  up  on  each  other's  shoulders,  effected  m 
lodgmeat  on  the  fraise,  and  made  theii  way  with  fixed  bayoneta 
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lbt(l|«  VkWdlll*)  wt<n-TW>M  li>  tlw  cumnuuul,  sad  c 
<*1i»|pital«rtk»  l^iwil     b  ^Bl,  Rftw  Om  mimjwm 
<^imm^-m^^1im  9$\l»t%mm  wk^  «nd  ntd  the  di^te 

n lit.    <MMMk  b49w4hMlaiteMlhkB«itok7dm 

Am^  MMftfc  Wk  lk»  «kM9v  «MlfanMd  %]r  the  nditsiM  thej 
ImI  Mir«kiw«4  Wit  ler  tfe  *«*  af  a«fr  oOiMn,  oanthnied  tbi 
'*M%'««A<*ttt»WihM«ii«tote?«ML  OdIodcI  LedjMd, 
tk  ^  «^i  «*»  <tMN  ikM^  «M  lib  «n  nnri  iftar  Tid^  it 
<l|^  IV  >kiiM~  ttNidMl  9k<mrtT  §t  ^  guiwB  were  bIuii,  mi 
ttm^r*"*  faiyiwXty  iw—Jhit  mhI  imM  of  Ui«m  after  tlw  f«t 
ttaU  <>«iw  t«k<f»  TW  ww.t»  «a»  i.-UvSr  pnpvtnted  hj  iIm 
teMMi  fnHia'W*  MiJ  MimiMii  Hsfw  BraaMd  himself  «u  * 
Sm  .^M«t>  tirkMtM.  TV*  MdKVC  n£  smA  mm  against  tbdi 
)m»w*  ^■iHMtt.'mwi  ■«»  '^^■•^  hilly.  TW  toes  of  tbe  eamrj 
<M«  Mw  .jtt.<«M  Mht  !)»(•;>•«»  wihlww  UBvl  mi  «^  officcn 
i«i»lsHM  kN»b<*>.t  4Nit  ikft^f-l^  wUBm*  wwnM. 

.Vt«Mj|tk  Oi  «h«  IWMtt  ttMK  httl  MmHl  M  ^  votfc  of  d^> 
WHnMMn  M   Stra  t>M>feM>     ;Amm  tif  1^  A— Aaa  nhtjuMg  kid 

■iiMtU»Hrl>JMi**t  Mki  te  tt  liM(»  wWk.  A*  «kn>»  (fan  m 
'M^'IMtl  >u  ilw^w.  TV*  ifaMtnKiMtt  WW  auMBMb  aol  odr  of 
tptbtli)  Wt  yw^O*  (i<t|at*g  :  »■&«-&■£»  «ac«  Bij^  m  afc- 

Wli«  «»  «WM  Witt  «wmi^     JUtaM  («w  ^1  n«R<  Ai 
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le  escapetl  tlioir  wcU-merited  vengeance,  but  several  of  Lis  men 
u  killed  and  wounded. 

So  ended  his  career  of  infamy  in  his  native  land;  a  land 
Bt^bicfa    hod   once    delighted   to   honor   hiin,    bat   in   which   bii 
■  was  never  thenteforlh  lo  be  pronounced  witliont  a  malo- 
(diction. 

The  expedition,  while  it  added  one  more  hateful  and  di»- 
graceful  incident  to  this  unnatural  war,  failed  of  its  main  object- 
It  had  not  diverted  Washingliin  from  the  grand  object  on  which 
he  had  fixed  his  mind.     On  the  30th  of  August,  he,  with  hia 
L«nit«,  hod  arrived  at  Philadelphia  about  noon,  and  alighted  at  the 
Hj^y  tavern  amidet  enthusiasliu  crowds,  who  welcomed  him  with 
■.  icclamaliona,  but  wondered  at  the  object  of  this  visit.     Daring 
hia  eojoorn  in  the  city  he  was  hospitably  entertained  at  the  house 
of  Mr.   Morris,  the  patriotic  financier.     The  greatest  difficulty 
with  which  he  had  to  contend  in  his  present  enterprise,  was  the 
want  of  funds,  part  of  bis  tnxips  not  having  received  any  pay 
for  a  long  time,  and  having  occasionally  given  ei'idence  of  great 
Bcontent.     The  service  upon  which  they  were  going  was  dis- 
PagTceable  to  the  northern  regiments,  and  the  tloueeur  of  a  little 
■  bard  money  would  have  an  effect,  Washington  thought,  to  put 
a  into  a  projKr  temper.     In  this  emergency  he  was  accommo* 
tdkted  by  the  Count  de  Rochambcau,  with  a  loan  of  twenty  ihon- 
md  hard  dollars,  wliich  Mr.  Robert  Morris  engaged  to  repay  by 
;  firsl  of  October.     This  pecuniary  pressure  was  relieved  by 
0ie  arrival  in  Boston,' on  the  2jtb  of  August,  of  Colonel  John 
s  from  his  missioQ  to  France,  bringing  with  liim  two  and 
kbalf  miUiuns  of  livres  in  cash,  being  pari  of  a  subsidy  of  six 
lilliona  of  livres  granted  by  the  French  king. 

On  the  2d  of  September  the  American  troops  passed  through 
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n« 


un  or  WAi 


MliUlphU,    Thmt  lii>«  of  MRk  r   1  ri4  ^r^h^M  ^ 

kUMtduta,  sxtrn.lol  nt»,\j  iwo  miW.      lb  | '  ^na  vi 

tWf  uai  WW,  ,p11  JwMri  M>d  yrfl    I    I  il  I,      HfcwJty 

MTTuta  ud  U|[|t*K«.  J  •  -^  •  ■ 

Md^t^ww  wMi  wuniunition  wa^pMw.  Tb*  wlifia  fcst  «f  b 
Ikti  Moad  cf  tU  dram  Hid  Ub.  b  O*  raw  ffll  I  »pM 
ngnW  of  moflu  litdai  with  taaK  |ii  in  m  «A  1  m. 
bMld*  «  hw  Mldlw^  wiTM  and  eUUiw.  TW  iiiftii  «■ 
VHB  ind  di7.  TU  tmfiw  tlwyirtlil  nindsiliiirf 
dwt  <'llk«»wwtlMriiif  Rww.atonn,"  wUA•lMMkUMfc«lh-■ 
vkwB  w*^Doi«^  *>«UdiMW«»vi«wiMc  tfamfioM  OswhAmi 
of  KVt^r>r  ItuuM  M  ihay  puMd."  NotwiUuUndin^  tka  iatj  Md 
■HtuuwUkt  TKggnl  plight  of  ibo  nldtery,  howerer,  tfaef  «<k 
vbvortNl  with  snthuiiMm  by  the  populace,  who  hailed  tfa^  n  At 
war-wiiTu  (lufttaden  uf  the  oountry. 

'I'ho  Kmiiuk  troopa  entered  oa  the  following  d^,  but  in  dit 
fuTvitl  atyle.  Halting  within  a  mile  of  the  citj,  th^  amngcd 
their  ailiu  and  auoogliementa  i  bnuhed  the  diut  off  of  their  gay 
whitt*  uulfuTin*  faced  with  green,  and  then  marched  in  with  boof 
aiit  ■te|>  and  brilliant  array  to  the  Bwelling  mniic  of  a  mOitvy 
ImuuI.  The  (ireela  were  again  thronged  by  the  sbontisg  popo- 
lacB.  'ri>e  wiiwlow*  "ore  crowded  with  ladies  i  anwng  wbm 
uri'l^Wy  *•"♦  """^  °^  *^'  beautiea  who  had  crowned  the  Brititli 
knlttbU  'o  t^^  obivalrwu  mime  of  the  Hiechiaosa,  now  ready  to 
bwtow  wiilea  and  wreaths  on  their  Gallio-riTala. 

At  Philadelphia  'Washington  leoeiTed  deepatobes  fifem  Laf«y 

•tte,  d»t«l  tl»«  *'•'  ""^  ***''  "^  August,  from  his  camp  at  the 

ITorlu  of  York  Hiver  in  Virginia.     The  embarkation  at  Part*- 

th,  wfaloh  the  Marquis  had  supposed  might  be  intended  is 
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New  York,  was  merely  for  Torktown,  where  Gomwallis  had 
determined  to  establish  the  permanent  post  ordered  in  his  in- 
stmctions. 

Torktown  was  a  small  place  situated  on  a  projecting  bank  on 
the  south  side  of  York  River,  opposite  a  promontory  called  Oloa- 
cester  Point  The  river  between  was  not  more  than  a  mile  wide, 
bat  deep  enough  to  admit  ships  of  a  large  size  and  burthen. 
Here  concentrating  his  forces,  he  had  proceeded  to  fortify  the 
opposite  points,  calculating  to  have  the  works  finished  by  the 
beginning  of  October ;  at  which  time  Sir  Henry  Clinton  intended 
to  recommence  operations  on  the  Chesapeake.  Believing  that  he 
had  no  present  enemy  but  Lafayette  to  guard  against,  Comwallis 
felt  so  secure  in  his  position,  that  he  wrote  to  Sir  Henry  on  the 
22d  of  August,  offering  to  detach  a  thousand  or  twelve  hundred 
men  to  strengthen  New  York  against  the  apprehended  attack  of 
the  combined  armies. 

While  Comwallis,  undervaluing  his  youthful  adversary,  felt 
thus  secure,  Lafayette,  in  conformity  to  the  instructions  of  Wash- 
ington,  was  taking  measures  to  cut  off  any  retreat  by  land  which 
his  lordship  might  attempt  on  the  arrival  of  De  Orasse.  With 
this  view  he  called  upon  General  Thomas  Nelson,  the  Governor 
of  Virginia,  for  six  hundred  of  the  militia  to  be  collected  upon 
Blackwater ;  detached  troops  to  the  south  of  James  River,  under 
pretext  of  a  design  to  dislodge  the  British  from  Portsmouth,  and 
requested  General  Wayne  to  move  southward,  to  be  ready  to 
cross  James  River  at  Westover. 

As  to  himself^  Lafayette  was  prepared,  as  soon  as  he  should 
hear  of  the  arrival  of  De  Grasse,  to  march  at  once  to  Williams- 
burg and  form  a  junction  with  the  troops  which  were  to  be  landed 
from  the  fleet     Thus  a  net  was  quietly  drawn  round  Comwallis 


^^Djofit.     "  la 


'M 


Oenvnil.  1  htrartily  tliAii 
in  Virginia  i  and  to  yoat 
beautiful  piD8p«ct  1  may  < 
The  letter  of  Lafkve 
Oras8o,  and  WasbingtoD 
inc;is<ir«  to  know  what  had 
honnl  of  an  Euglisli  fleet  I 
fie«r(vl  it  taight  arrive  &nd 
tliat  (lu&rtar.  Still,  u  tma 
man^f  contingencies,"  writ* 
pit  LOUS  events.  Should  tb 
be  cut  off  by  the  arrival  of 
finaded  you  will  do  all  in 
l&od.     Maj  that  great  felif 
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I^ace  from  Philadelphia  by  water.  They  had  a  joyous  dinner 
together,  after  which  Washington  proceeded  in  the  evening  on 
his  destination. 

The  express  meantime  reached  Philadelphia  most  opportunely. 
There  had  been  a  grand  review  of  the  French  troops,  at  which 
the  President  of  Congress  and  all  the  fie»hion  of  the  city  were 
present  It  was  followed  by  a  banquet  given  to  the  officers  by 
the  French  Minister,  the  Chevalier  de  Lnzeme.  Scarce  were  the 
company  seated  at  table,  when  despatches  came  announcing  the 
arrival  of  De  Orasse  and  the  landing  of  three  thousand  troops 
under  the  Marquis  St.  Simon,  who,  it  was  added,  had  opened  a 
communication  with  Lafayette. 

All  now  was  mutual  gratulation  at  the  banquet.  The  news 
soon  went  forth  and  spread  throughout  the  city.  Acclamations 
were  to  be  heard  on  all  sides,  and  crowds  assembling  before  the 
hoose  of  the  French  Minister  rent  the  air  with  hearty  huzzas  for 
Loois  the  Sixteenth. 

Washington  reached  the  Head  of  Elk  on  the  6th.  The 
troops  and  a  great  part  of  the  stores  were  already  arrived,  and 
beginning  to  embark.  Thence  he  wrote  to  the  Count  De  Grasse, 
felicitating  him  on  his  arrival ;  and  informing  him  that  the  van 
of  the  two  armies  were  about  to  embark  and  fall  down  the  Chesa- 
peake, form  a  junction  with  the  troops  under  the  Count  de  St. 
Bimon  and  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  and  co-operate  in  blocking 
np  Comwallis  in  York  River,  so  as  to  prevent  his  retreat  by  land 
or  his  getting  any  supplies  from  the  country.  ^^  As  it  will  be  of 
the  greatest  importance,"  writes  he,  "  to  prevent  the  escape  of  his 
*lordship  ^m  his  present  position,  I  am  persuaded  that  every 
measure  which  prudence  can  dictate  will  be  adopted  for  that  pur- 
pose, until  the  arrival  of  our  complete  force,  when  I  hope  his 
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lordship  will  be  compelled  to  yieU,  Ui  gnnid  to  tike  npnor 
power  of  our  combined  foroet.** 

Every  thing  had  thne  fiur  gone  on  wdJ,  bot  theie  wen  not 
▼esaela  enough  ei  the  Heed  of  Elk  iir  tlio  immadieta  truuporta- 
tion  of  ell  the  tioopci  ordnance  and  iloree;  a  part  of  the  troopi 
would  have  to  proceed  to  Baltimore  by  land.     Leaving  Genenl 
Heath  to  bring  on  the  American  finoea,  and  the  Baron  de  YW- 
menil  the  French,  Waahington,  accompanied  bj  De  BochambeMi, 
crossed  the  Susquehanna  earij  on  the  8th,  and  poshed  Ibrwiid 
ibr  Baltimore.     He  was  met  by  a  deputation  of  the  citiaens,  who 
made  him  a  public  address,  to  which  he  replied,  and  his  anivil 
was  celebrated  in  the  evening  with  iUominationa. 

On  the  9th  he  left  Baltimore  a  little  after  daybreak,  accom- 
panied only  by  Colonel  Humphreys ;  the  rest  of  his  suite  were 
to  follow  at  their  ease ;  for  himself,  he  was  determined  to  reach 
Mount  Vernon  that  evening.  Six  years  had  elapsed  since  last 
he  was  under  its  roof;  six  wearing  years  of  toil,  of  danger,  and 
of  constant  anxiety.  During  all  that  time,  and  amid  all  his 
military  cares,  he  had  kept  up  a  regular  weekly  correspondence 
with  his  steward  or  agent,  regulating  all  the  a&irs  of  his  rmal 
establishment  with  as  much  exactness  as  he  did  those  of  the  army. 

It  was  a  late  hour  when  he  arrived  at  Mount  Vernon ;  where 
he  was  joined  by  his  suite  at  dinner  time  on  the  following  day, 
and  by  the  Count  de  Bochambean  in  the  evening.  General 
Chastellux  and  his  aides-de-camp  arrived  there  on  the  11th,  and 
Mount  Vernon  was  now  crowded  with  guests,  who  were  all  enters 
tained  in  the  ample  style  of  old  Virginian  hospitality.  On  the 
12th,  tearing  himself  away  once  more  from  the  home  of  his' 
heart,  Washington  with  his  military  associates  continne>i  onward 
'o  join  La&yette  at  Williamsburg. 


CHAPTER    XXVI. 

oonrcrALus  abouskd  to  bis  dakobr — hib  rktreat  to  the  carolikas  cmr 

OFT 6TRKNOTHE!fS  HIS  WORKS ACTION  BETWREX  THE  FRENCH  AND  BRIT- 
ISH FUSETS — WASHINGTON  AND  DE  ROCHAMBEAU  VISIT  THE  FRENCH  FLEET 
— OPERATIONS  BEFORE  TOBKTOWXr. 

Lord  Cornwallis  had  been  completely  roused  from  his  dream  of 
security  by  the  appearance,  on  the  28th  of  Aagust,  of  the  fleet 
of  Goant  de  Orasse  within  the  capes  of  the  Delaware.  Three 
French  ships  of  the  line  and  a  frigate  soon  anchored  at  the 
month  of  York  River.  The  boats  of  the  fleet  were  immediately 
busy  conveying  three  thousand  three  hundred  land  forces,  under 
the  Marquis  de  St  Simon,  up  James  River  to  form  the  precon- 
certed junction  with  those  under  Lafayette. 

Awakened  to  his  danger,  Comwallis,  as  Washington  had 
foreseen,  meditated  a  retreat  to  the  Carolinas.  It  was  too  late. 
York  River  was  blocked  up  by  French  ships ;  James  River  was 
filled  with  armed  vessels  covering  the  transportation  of  the 
troops.  His  lordship  reconnoitred  Williamsburg ;  it  was  t(x> 
strong  to  be  forced,  and  Wayne  had  crossed  James  River  to  join 
his  troops  to  those  under  the  marquis.  Seeing  his  retreat  cut  off 
in  every  direction,  Comwallis  proceeded  to  strengthen  his  works ; 
sending  off  repeated  expresses  to  apprise  Sir  Henry  Clinton  of 
his  perilous  situation. 
vd*  IV. — 14* 
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I  ihdtWwdo 
iBennplaet  and  ^  tkal  plMw  Mid  GIm 
pt^o^  u^nt  M  LViiul  v^  tfuno  by  tibttr 
•  bnUiaat  ac^MUMMtt  «fakh  thtj  bdd  oi 
oaouundav  bat  W  HMiMd  wliwlil 
Mfarf  twMiwI  dfaliMliM,  favUb  As  I 
cmflded  to  km ;  bat  wmdd  awut  Um  i 
f'^rvM,  «bM)  aoMMi  migtit  be  MtwMd  wi 
]r».\v  to  Wukin^i^ton  tbe  eo^  dt  frau^ 
cl»ii)g  trininpli  a(  the  war. 

TV  Connt  de  Onne  had  been  bnt 
wiibin  tbc  Cticnpodce,  and  fifteen  bondi 
alinrnt,  conveving  tbe  troops  ap  James 
(itarrn,  wlio  then  commanded  tbe  Briti 
Ammiran  coast,  apptarej  witfa  Iwenlr  n 
ginia.  iJt;  Gra«je.  aniioaK  to  protect  the 
A*r  Itatran,  which  was  eixpected  from  Rboc 
WBB  the  object  of  Grares  lo  intercept,  i 
vtiAv%  an'i  put  to  Bca  with  twenty-four  ah 
lihx^kade  York  and  James  Kiren. 

Wanhitigton  received  information  of  ' 
from  ilui  cnpm,  ahortly  af^r  his  departnr 
•ml  iiiitanllj'  deKpatched  miaiiit-es,  orderin 
vmLarkiM]  at  tJie  Head  of  Elk  to  stop  Qoti 
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telligencey  fearing  that  the  navigation  in  Chesapeake  Bay 
ight  not  be  secure.  For  two  days  he  remained  in  anxious  un- 
rtainty,  until,  at  Bowling  Oreen,  he  was  relieved  by  favorable 
mors  concerning  the  fleet,  which  were  confirmed  on  his  arriving 
Williamsborg  on  the  evening  of  the  14th. 

Admiral  Graves,  it  appeared,  on  the  sallying  forth  of  the 
-ench  fleet,  immediately  prepared  for  action,  although  he  had 
e  ships  less  than  De  Grasse.  The  latter,  however,  was  not  dis- 
sed  to  accept  the  challenge,  his  force  being  weakened  by  the 
scnce  of  so  many  of  his  seamen,  employed  in  transporting 
>ops.  His  plan  was  to  occupy  the  enemy  by  partial  actions  and 
ilful  manoeuvres,  so  as  to  retain  his  possession  of  the  Ghesa- 
ake,  and  cover  the  arrival  of  De  Barras. 

The  vans  of  the  two  fleets,  and  some  ships  of  the  centre,  en- 
^d  about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  7th  of  Septem- 
r.  The  conflict  soon  became  animated.  Several  ships  were 
.maged,  and  many  men  killed  and  wounded  on  both  sides. 

De  Grasse,  who  had  the  advantage  of  the  wind,  drew  off 
ter  sunset ;  satisfied  with  the  damage  done  and  sustained,  and 
»t  disposed  for  a  general  action ;  nor  was  the  British  admiral 
.dined  to  push  the  engagement  so  near  night,  and  on  a  hostile 
Must.  Among  his  ships  that  had  suffered,  one  had  been  so 
sverely  handled,  that  she  was  no  longer  seaworthy,  and  had  to 
e  burnt  For  four  days  the  fleets  remained  in  sight  of  each 
ther,  repairing  damages  and  manoeuvring ;  but  the  French  hav* 
ag  still  the  advantage  of  the  wind,  maintained  their  prudent 
lolicy  of  avoiding  a  general  engagement  At  length  De  Grasse, 
earning  that  De  Barras  was  arrived  within  the  capes,  formed  a 
unction  with  him,  and  returned  with  him  to  his  former  anchor- 
Bg  grouid,  with  two  English  frigates  which  he  had  captured 
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Adninl  OraifcSi  diup|ioiBtod  in  Us  npps  of  Iiittmtiig  Bb 
BauTM»  and  tadiny  the  Cfcwifwke  fiiilml  by  mnpoior  int 
aitk  vluch  he  could  not  pradendy  eonleDd ;  kmn^  iaunww,lD 
cDcounter  the  antmnnal  gake  m  the  tattated  itate  of  mmnld 
hb  sbipe,  left  the  ooMt  and  bore  awaj  isr  New  Toik.  Under 
coDToy  of  the  aqnadroo  of  De  Banaa  came  a  fleet  of  tnn^ort^ 
roorering  land  forces  under  M.  de  Choiajy  with  siege  artiDeiy 
and  militarr  stores.  It  shoold  be  mentioned  to  the  credit  d  Be 
BarraSy  that,  in  his  orders  from  the  Frendi  minister  of  marine  ti 
come  to  America,  he  was  left  at  libert  j  to  make  a  cruise  oa  dn 
banks  of  Newfonndland ;  -so  as  not  to  be  obliged  to  serre  oader 
De  GrassCy  who  was  his  inferior  in  rank,  bnt  whom  the  nmiiflltf 
wished  to  continne  in  the  command.  ^  Bat  De  Barras,**  writei 
Lafavette,  '^  noblj  took  the  part  of  conducting,  himself,  tbe  artil- 
lerv  frum  Rhode  Island,  and  of  coming  with  all  his  Tessels  sad 
placing  himself  nnder  the  orders  of  an  admiral  his  jimior  is 
serricc*'  • 

From  Williamsburg,  Washington  sent  forward  Connt  Fosei, 
one  of  the  aides-de-camp  of  De  Rochambeau,  to  hurry  on  dw 
French  troops  with  all  possible  despatch.     He  wrote  to  the  ense 
purport  to  General  Lincoln :  "  Every  day  we  now  lose,**  said  be^ 
^  is  comparatively  an  age ;  as  soon  as  it  is  in  our  power  widi 
safety,  we  ought  to  take  our  position  near  the  enemy.    Hurry  osi 
then,  my  dear  sir,  with  your  troops,  on  the  wings  of  speei 
The  want  of  our  men  and  stores  is  now  all  that  retards  our  in- 
mediate  operations.    Lord  Gomwallis  is  improving  every  momest 
to  the  best  advantage ;  and  every  day  that  is  g^ven  him  to  make 
his  preparations  may  cost  us  many  lives  to  encounter  them.** 

*  Memoin  of  Lafkyette,  t  i.,  p.  467. 


VISIT   TO   TUB   FLBKT   OP   DK   QK48SE. 


It  was  with  great  satisfaction  Washingtoo  leanied  that  Ad- 
BjBtral  de  Itsrras  had  anticipated  his  wishes,  in  sending  transports 


i  prize  vessels  up  the  bay  U>  a 
I'lroops-     In  the  mea 
8  of  having  a 
Up,  provided  be  could  send  f 
|ibeni.     A  small  ship,  the  Queei 


I  bringing  on  the  French 

with  Count  de  Rocbambeau  was 

with  the  admiral  on  board  of  his 

lome  fast-sailing  cutter  to  receive 

1  Charlotte,  was  furnished  by  the 

uirsl  fur  the  pur[)ose.     It  had  been  captured  on  its  voyage 

1  Charleston  to  New  York,  having  Lord  Rawdon  on  board, 

I'lttd    bad   been  commodiously   fitted   up   for    bis   lordship's   re- 


On  board  of  thia  vessel  Washington  and  De  Rochambeau, 
li  the  Cbevtklier  de  Cbastelloz  aad  Generals  KoBX  and  Dapor- 
I,  embarked  on  the  18th,  and  proceeding  down  James  River, 
e  next  murning  in  sight  of  the  French  fleet  riding  at 
1  Lynn  Haven  Bay.  just  under  the  point  Of  Cape  Henry. 
ran  they  got  along  side  of  the  admiral's  ship,  the  Villa 
^  Paris,  and  were  received  on  board  with  great  ceremony,  and 
iral  and  military  parade.  Admiral  de  Grasse  was  a  tall,  fine- 
lan,  plain  in  his  address  and  prompt  in  the  disi-barge  of 
A  plan  of  co-operation  was  soon  arranged,  to  be  cat- 
1  into  effect  on  the  arrival  of  the  American  and  French  armies 
1  the  North,  which  were  actually  on  their  way  down  the 
upeake  from  the  Head  of  Elk.  Gusmess  being  despatched, 
iner  was  served,  after  which  they  were  conducted  throughout 
B  ship,  and  received  the  visits  of  the  officers  of  the  fleet,  abiost 
I  of  whom  came  on  board. 

About  sunset  Washington  and    hia   companions   took  their 

ive  of  the  admira.1,  and  returned  on  board  of  their  own  little 

Pghip ;  when  the  yards  of  all  the  ships  of  the  Qeet  were  manned. 


FnmA  traefm  oa  Aan^  « 


T<»k  rimU  iIm7  not  bM  ■ 

fiaa  <^  eo-ofMndoa  aig^  tike<Rn  &I 
of  kll  hi*  irhrwnni  umI  canfaintfiaoa 
raKfa.  With  the  Mustanoe  of  the  Bei 
lowu  was  demonstrablj  certain,  and  li 
■dd  mnU  go  Car  to  tMiaiaale  the  w ; 
the  iihijia,  by  leaving  au  opening  far  ta 
fnwinite  Uinae  tiriliisat  prospects  and 
priM  in  ruin  aii'I  dtagraL-«.  £reo  a  i 
Crttiuii  fleet  might  eiublc  Corowallia  tt 
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cffiBct  a  retreat,  with  the  loss  merely  of  his  baggage  and  artil- 
lery,  and  perhaps  a  few  soldiers.  These  and  other  considera- 
tions were  urged  in  a  letter  to  the  count,  remonstrating  against 
his  putting  to  sea.  Lafayette  was  the  bearer  of  the  letter,  and 
seccmded  it  with  so  many  particulars  respecting  the  situation  of 
the  armies,  and  argued  the  case  so  earnestly  and  eloquently,  that 
the  ommt  consented  to  remain.  It  was,  furthermore,  determined 
In  a  council  of  war  of  his  officers,  that  a  large  part  of  the  fleet 
should  anchor  in  York  River ;  four  or  five  vessels  be  stationed  so 
as  to  pass  up  and  down  James  River,  and  a  battery  for  cannon 
And  mortars  be  erected  with  the  aid  of  the  allied  troops  on  Point 
Comfort. 

' .  By  the  25th  the  American  and  French  troc^  were  mostly 
arrived  and  encamped  near  Williamsburg,  and  preparations  were 
made  for  the  decisive  blow. 

-  Yorktown,  as  has  already  been  noted,  is  situated  on  the  south 
tide  of  York  River,  immediately  opposite  Gloucester  Point. 
ComwaUis  had  fortified  the  town  by  seven  redoubts  and  six  bat- 
teries on  the  land  side,  connected  by  intrenchments ;  and  there 
was  a  line  of  batteries  along  the  river.  The  town  was  flanked  on 
each  side  by  deep  ravines  and  creeks  emptying  into  York  River ; 
their  heads,  in  front  of  the  town,  being  not  more  than  half  a 
mile  apart.  The  enemy  had  availed  themselves  of  these  natural 
defences,  in  the  arrangement  of  extensive  outworks,  with  re- 
doubts strengthened  by  abatis ;  field-works  mounted  with  can- 
non, and  trees  cut  down  and  left  with  the  branches  pointed 
<»atward 

Gloucester  Point  had  likewise  been  fortified.  Its  batteries, 
"with  those  of  Yorktown,  commanding  the  intervening  river, 
f^ips  of  war  were  likewise  stationed  on  it,  protected  by  the 


328  urs  OF  wabhihqtoh.  \m. 

guns  of  the  ibrts,  und  Um  channel  wag  ofartroctad  bj  Hmkai 
vessels. 

The  defence  of  Gloucester  Point  waa  confided  to  laeatensni- 
colonel  Dundas,  with  six  or  seven  hundred  men.  The  enemj*! 
maiu  army  was  encamped  about  Torktown,  within  the  range  of 
the  outer  redoubts  and  field-works. 

Washington  and  his  staff  bivouacked  that  night  on  the 
ground  in  the  open  air.  He  slept  under  a  mulberry  tree,  the 
luut  serviug  for  his  pillow.  On  the  following  morning  the  two 
armies  drew  uut  on  each  side  of  Beaver  Dam  Creek.  The  Amexi- 
cans,  forming  the  right  wing,  took  station  on  the  east  side  of  the 
creek ;  the  French,  forming  the  left  wing,  on  the  west 

That  evening  dirnwallis  received  dispatches  from  Sir  Henrr 
Clinton,  informing  liim  of  the  arrival  of  Admiral  Digbv,  and 
that  a  fleet  of  twenty-three  ships  of  the  line,  with  about  fire 
thousand  troops,  w  ould  sail  to  his  assistance  probably  on  the  5th 
of  Octol)er.  A  heavy  firing  would  be  made  by  them  on  arriving 
at  the  entrance  of  the  Chesapeake.  On  hearing  it,  if  aU  went 
well  at  Yorktown,  his  lordship  was  to  make  three  separate  col- 
umns of  smoke ;  and  four,  should  he  still  possess  the  post  At 
Gloucester  Point 

Cornwallis  immediately  wrote  in  reply:  '*!  have  ventaied 
these  last  two  days  to  look  Greneral  Wasliington*8  whole  force  in 
the  face  in  the  position  on  the  outside  of  my  works,  and  have  the 
pleasure  to  assure  your  Excellency,  that  there  is  but  one  wish 
throughout  the  army,  which  is  that  the  enemy  would  advance. 
•  •  •  •  I  shall  retire  this  night  within  the  works,  and  haw 
no  doubt,  if  relief  arrives  in  any  reasonable  time,  York  and 
Gloucester  will  be  both  in  the  possession  of  His  Majesty*B  troopBi 
I  believe  your  Excellency  must  depend  more  on  the  sound  of  oof 
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nrsTAKCE  or  patriotic  belf-dsvotioh. 


an  the  s)gn&I  of  smokes   for  information ;   Iiowever,  I 
will  attempt  it  on  the  Qloncester  side."  * 

Tliot  night  his  lordahip  accorrlingly  abandoned  his  outworks, 
knd  ilrew  his  troops  within  the  town;  a  measnre  strongly  cen- 
■nred  by  Tarleton  in  his  CotnmentarieB  as  prematare ;  aa  cocking 
np  the  troops  in  narrow  quartere,  and  giving  up  a  means  uf  dis- 
^ting,  inch  by  inch,  the  approaches  of  the  besiegers,  and  tbaa 
g  time  to  complete  the  fortifications  of  the  town. 
The  outwotlts  thus  abandoned  were  seized  upon  the  nest 
ing  by  detachments  of  American  light  infantry  and  French 
s,  and  served  to  cover  the  troops  employed  in  throwing  np 
utworks.  Colonel  Alexander  Scammel,  officer  of  the  day, 
e  reoonnoitring  the  ground  abandoned  by  the  enemy,  was  set 
a  by  a  party  of  Heaaian  troopers.  He  attempted  to  escape, 
wa«  wounded,  captured,  and  carried  off  to  Yorktowu.  Wnsh- 
whom  he  had  formerly  acted  as  aide-de-camp,  intcr- 
ed  himself  in  his  favor,  and  at  his  request  Cornwallis  permil- 
1  him  to  be  removed  to  Willianiaburg,  where  he  died  in  the 
I  of  a  few  days.  He  was  an  officer  of  much  merit,  and 
I  death  was  deeply  regretted  by  Washington  and  the  army. 
The  combined  French  and  American  forces  were  now  twelve 
sand  strong,  exclusive  of  the  Virginia  militia  which  Gover- 
a  had  brought  into  the  field.  An  instance  of  patriotic 
self-devotion  on  the  part  of  this  functionary  is  worthy  of  special 
lecord.      The  treasury  of  Virginia  was  empty ;    the  governor, 

Eful  that  the  militia  would  disband  for  want  of  pay,  had  en- 
vorcd  ti>  procure  a  loan  from  a  wealthy  individual  on  the 
lit  of  the  State.     In  the  precarious  situation  of  affairs,  the 


■  CorreipcHidence  reUtive  b 


■e  of  York,  B.  VW). 


1«p1t«  niik«  i! 
it,  ilriTia^  in  tb«  pi^ct>  bwI  wti  p« 
d«  Cboin  w)M  MDt  menm  Tork  Unr.  i 
Ofwral  Wa«d«i*i  brigada  cf  niKtu, 
Ih*  liila  of  ObaoHtor  PoiaL 

fit  Uw  ant  U  Ottobcr  tlw  Um  of 
aul«B  ftoai  tlw  «urb,  farmvd  s  iwuri 
the  riv«r,  »  that  iIm  tiiTCBtiiMnt  bj  1) 
tlie  rouiit  (le  OraMe.  with  the  mua 
Jiaicii  Bav,  to  kF«p  off  aMuitaiK*  by  ae 

AUiut  lliiH  time  tlie  Amehc*ia  thn 
ni^lit,  wliU'h,  uii  Iwtug  diaravcred  in  thi 
raiiiionodoi  TUree  of  the  men  were  k 
woiindi-i).  While  WuhingtoD  was  su] 
shot  flirack  chp  gmund  rlose  by  him,  thr 
Thy  ll*v.  Mr.  Kriins  chaplain  in  the  ar 
him.  «a«  Rreatly  ngitated.  Taking  oS 
cjjvorwl  with  sand,  "See  here,  Genera 
Evans,"  Bdid  Wwhington  with  ^rave  p 
t«r  carrv  tlint  home,  ami  show  it  W  yoni 

'I'he  Ix'sicged  army  began  now  to 
want  of  finage,  and  had  to  kill  many 
ciwBcs  of  which  were  continnallj  floating 
evening  of  the  2d  of  October,  Tarleton 
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moanted  infantry  were  passed  over  the  river  to  Gloucester  .Point, 
to  assist  in  foraging.  At  daybreak  Lieutenant-colonel  Dundas 
led  out  part  of  his  garrison  to  forage  the  neighboring  country. 
Abont  ten  o*clock  the  waggons  and  bat  horses  laden  with  Indian 
corn  were  returning,  covered  by  a  party  of  infantry,  with  Tarle- 
ton  and  his  dragoons  as  a  rear-guard.  The  waggons  and  infan- 
try had  nearly  reached  York  Biver,  when  word  was  brought  that 
an  enemy  was  advancing  in  force.  The  report  was  confirmed  by 
a  cloud  of  dust  from  which  emerged  Lauzun  and  the  French  hus- 
sars and  lancers. 

'iWleton,  with  part  of  his  legion,  advanced  to  meet  them ; 
the  rest,  with  Simcoe's  dragoons,  remained  as  a  rear-guard  in  a 
ikirt  of  woods.  A  skirmish  ensued,  gallantly  sustained  on  each 
side,  but  the  superiority  of  Tarleton*s  horses  gave  him  the  ad- 
vantage. General  Choisy  hastened  up  with  a  corps  of  cavalry 
and  infantry  to  support  the  hussars.  In  the  medley  fight,  a  dra- 
goon's horse,  wounded  by  a  lance,  plunged,  and  overthrew  both 
Tarleton  and  his  steed.  The  rear-guard  rushed  from  their  cov- 
ert to  rescue  their  commander.  They  came  galloping  up  in  such 
disorder,  that  they  were  roughly  received  by  Lauzun's  hussars, 
who  were  drawn  up  on  the  plain.  In  the  mean  time  Tarleton 
scrambled  out  of  the  mel6e,  mounted  another  horse,  and  ordered 
a  retreat,  to  enable  his  men  to  recover  from  their  confusion. 
Dismounting  forty  infantry,  he  placed  them  in  a  thicket  Their 
fire  checked  the  hussars  in  their  pursuit  The  British  dragoons 
rallied,  and  were  about  to  charge ;  when  the  hussars  retired  be- 
hind their  infantry ;  and  a  fire  was  opened  upon  the  British  by 
some  militia  from  behind  a  fence.  Tarleton  again  ordered  a  re- 
treat to  be  sounded,  and  the  conflict  came  to  an  end.  The  loss 
of  the  British  in  killed  and  wounded  was  one  officer  and  eleven 
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Um  iMi  afiur  of  Taikta  aai  ka 
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Tbe  next  day  Genenl  Ciioii^y  being  reiidbfoed  h 
uent  of  mariiMS  from  Um  fleet  of  De  GtaMe,  cot  off  i 
nicailon  bj  land  between  Gloaoeeter  and  the  ooontry. 

At  Ibis  momcnlooe  timoi  wben  the  flnt  panlld 
besieged  city  wae  aboot  to  be  opened,  Washington  n 
patches  from  his  faithfid  ooadjator,  Goiend  Orsene^ 
important  intdligenoe  of  hu  ooH^wntions  in  the  Soul 
sider  whidi  we  wiU  soqiend  tar  a  moment  onr  nanatir 
before  Torktown. 


"^fJHAPTER   XXVII. 

OaBBBKE  on  TBB  tfNTR  ^HCLB    OF    SAICTKB — THE    BNSMT  HARAnKD— ORBKVV 
MABCHM  AOAXEBT  8TUABT — ^BATTLC    HEAR  ECTAW  gPRnCOS. 

For  some  weeks  in  the  months  of  July  and  August,  Oeneral 
Greene  had  remained  encamped  with  his  main  force  on  the  high 
hills  of  Santee,  refreshing  and  disciplining  his  men,  and  await- 
ing the  arrival  of  promised  reinforcements.  He  was  constantly 
looking  to  Washington  as  his  polar  star  by  which  to  steer,  and 
feared  dispatches  from  him  had  been  intercepted.  "  I  wait  with 
impatience  for  intelligence,'*  said  he,  "  by  which  I  mean  to  govern 
my  own  operations.  l£  things  are  flattering  in  the  North,  I  will 
hazard  less  in  the  South ;  but,  if  otherwise  there,  we  must  risk 
more  here."  In  the  mean  time,  Marion  with  his  light  troops, 
aided  by  Colonel  Washington  with  his  dragoons,  held  control 
over  the  lower  Santee.  Lee  was  detached  to  operate  with  Sum- 
ter's brigade  on  the  Gongaree,  and  Ccdonel  Harden  with  his 
mounted  militia  was  scouring  the  country  about  the  Edisto.  Tlie 
enemy  was  thus  harassed  in  every  quarter ;  their  convoys  and 
foraging  parties  waylaid ;  and  Stuart  was  obliged  to  obtain  all 
his  supplies  from  below. 

Greene  was  disappointed  as  to  reinforcements.     All  that  he 
received  irere  two  hundred  North  Carolina  levies  and  five  hnn- 
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drcd  South  Carolina  militiA;  rtOl  he  prepared  for  a  hold  efhrt  to 
drive  the  enemy  from  their  remaining  posts.  For  that  porpose, 
on  the  22d  of  Angttst  he  hroke  up  his  encampment  on  the  *^be- 
nign  hills  of  Santee,'*  to  march  against  Colonel  Stoart  The  lat- 
ter still  lay  encamped  about  sixteen  miles  distant  in  a  strtiglit 
lino ;  hut  the  Congaree  and  Wateree  lay  between,  bordered  br 
swam|)S  overflowed  by  recent  rains ;  to  cross'^diem  and  reach  the 
hostile  camis  it  was  necessary  to  make  a  circuit  of  serenty  mila. 
Wliile  (rreene  was  making  it,  Stuart  abattd«ei4is  position,  and 
movcil  down  forty  miles  to  the  vicinity  of  Eutaw  Springs,  where 
he  was  reinforced  by  a  detachment  from  Charleston  with  pro- 
viHions. 

^rreene  followed  on  by  eAsy  marches.  He  had  been  joined  by 
General  Piokens  with  a  [)arty  of  the  Ninety  Six  militia,  and  br 
the  State  tn.>ojKs  under  Lieutenant-colonel  Henderson;  and  now 
moved  slowly  to  p^ivc  time  for  Marion,  who  was  scouring  the 
country  aUnit  the  Edisto,  to  rejoin  him.  This  was  done  on  the 
r)th  of  Septeml)er  at  Laurens'  place,  within  seventeen  miles  of 
Stuart's  oanip.  Here  baggage,  tents,  every  thing  that  conld  im- 
pede motion,  was  left  behind,  and  on  the  afternoon  of  the  seventh 
the  army  was  pushed  on  within  seven  miles  of  the  Eutaws,  where 
it  bivouacked  for  the  nighty  Greene  lying  on  the  ground  wrapped 
in  his  cloak,  with  the  root  of  a  tree  for  a  pillow. 

At  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  his  little  army  was  in  motion. 
His  whole  force  at  that  time  did  not  exceed  two  thousand  men; 
tlmt  of  the  enemy  he  was  seeking,  about  twenty-three  hundred 
The  Americans,  however,  were  superior  in  cavalry.  Owing  to  the 
difficulty  of  receiving  information,  and  the  country  being  covered 
with  forests,  the  enemy  were  not  aware  of  Gbeene's  approach  nDtH 
he  was  dose  apou  them. 
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His  ftnny  advanced  in  two  columns,  which  were  to  form  the 
two  lines  of  battle.  The  first  column,  commanded  by  General 
Marion,  was  composed  of  two  battalions  of  North  and  two  of  South 
Carolina  militia.  The  second  column  of  three  brigades ;  one  of 
North  Carolina,  one  of  Virginia,  and  one  of  Maryland  Continen- 
tal troops.  Colonel  Lee  with  his  legion  covered  the  right  flank, 
Colonel  Hend^noii  ihe  left.  Colonel  Washington,  with  his  dra- 
goons and  the  Delaware  troops,  formed  the  reserve.  Each  col- 
mnn  had  two  fidd'pieces. 

Within  four  miles  of  Eutaw  they  met  with  a  British  detach- 
ment of  one  hundred  and  fifty  infantry  and  fifty  cavalry  under 
Major  Coffin,  sent  forward  to  reconnoitre ;  it  was  put  to  flight 
after  a  severe  skirmish,  in  which  a  number  were  killed  and 
wounded,  and  several  taken  prisoners.  Supposing  this  to  be  the 
van  of  the  enemy,  Oreene  halted  his  columns  and  formed.  The 
South  Carolinians  in  equal  divisions  formed  the  right  and  left  of 
the  first  line,  the  North  Carolinians  the  centre.  General  Marion 
commanded  the  right ;  General  Pickens,  the  left ;  Colonel  MaV 
medy,  the  centre.  Colonel  Henderson  with  the  State  troops 
covered  the  left  of  the  line ;  Colonel  Lee  with  his  legion  the 
right 

Of  the  second  line,  composed  of  regulars,  the  North  Caroli- 
nians, under  General  Sumner,  were  on  the  right ;  the  Maryland- 
ers,  under  Colonel  Williams,  on  the  left ;  the  Virginians,  under 
Colonel  Campbell,  in  the  centre. 

Colonel  Washington  with  his  cavalry  followed  in  the  rear  as  a 
corps  de  reserve. 

Two  three-pounders  moved  on  the  road  in  the  centre  of 
the  fint  line.  Two  six-pounders  in  a  like  position  in  the  second 
line. 
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wen  m  thtr  eoM  iknmfjk 
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WidiiB  a  mikor  Ike  cmp  tiny  iBiiiMi mill  a  Vafydm- 
Cutnr  throvB  forward  I7  OoloBel  Sttmt,  to  Aedk  ikA  adraaoe 
while  he  had  time  to  fom  hk  troopa  in  order  of  haUle^  Then 
were  drawn  np  in  line  in  a  wood  two  hmfcirf  jaidi  wot  d 
Eauw  Spring!.  The  rif^  noted  on  Entaw  CnA  (orliook\ 
and  was  oorered  hj  a  hattalion  of  grenadien  and  inhnliy  vdv 
Major  MajoribankBi  partly  concealed  aaBong  tUckda  on  Ae  lDa^ 
gin  of  the  ftream.  The  kft  of  the  line  ritwidwl  acnm  the 
Charleston  road,  with  a  reaerre  corps  in  a  oommanfing  sitaite 
covering  the  road.  Aboat  fifty  yards  in  the  rear  of  the  Britidi 
liiie  was  a  cleared  field,  in  which  was  their  encampment^  with  the 
tents  all  standing.  Adjoining  it  was  a  brick  house  with  a  psli- 
sa<loed  garden,  which  Colonel  Stuart  intended  as  a  protectioD,  if 
tou  much  pressed  by  cavalry. 

The  adranced  party  of  infantry,  which  had  retired  firing  be- 
fore the  Americans,  formed  on  the  flanks  of  Colonel  Staart*8  line. 
The  Carolinian  militia  had  pressed  after  theoL  Aboat  nine 
o*clock  the  action  was  commenced  by  the  left  of  the  Amerinn 
lino,  and  soon  became  general.  The  militia  fboght  for  a  time 
with  the  spirit  and  firmness  of  regolars.  Their  two  fidd-peeee 
were  dismounted ;  so  was  one  of  the  enemy's ;  and  there  wis 
great  carnage  on  both  sides.  The  militia  fought  until  they  had 
expended  seventeen  rounds,  when  they  gave  way,  covered  bj 
Lee  and  Henderson,  iHxo  fought  bravely  on  the  flanks  of  the 
line. 

Simmeri  with  the  regulars  who  formed  the  second  line^  ad- 
1  in  fine  style  to  take  the  place  of  the  first    The  eneD; 
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wise  brought  their  reserve  into  actioii ;  tlie  conflict  continned 
k  be  bloody  and  severe.  Colonel  Henderson,  who  comiDuided 
(lie  State  troops  in  the  second  line,  vas  sererclj  wounded ;  thia 
roe  confoBion.  Sumner's  brigade,  formed  partly  of  ro- 
rails,  gave  way  under  the  superior  fire  of  the  enemy.  The  Brit- 
b  rushed  forward  to  sc'iire  ihcir  fancied  victory.  Greene,  see- 
;  their  line  disordered,  instantly  ordered  Williams  with  his 
Urylanders  to  "  sweep  the  field  with  the  bayonet."  WillismB 
!  seconded  by  Culone)  Campbell  with  the  Virginians.  The 
rder  was  gallantly  obeyed.  They  delivered  a  deadly  volley  at 
Ejrty  yards'  distance,  and  then  adTanccd  at  a  brisk  rate,  with 
loud  shouts  and  trailed  arms,  prepared  to  make  the  deadly  thrust. 
The  British  recoiled.  While  the  Marylanders  and  VirginiaDs 
tcked  them  in  front,  Lee  with  his  legion  turned  their  left  flank 
lad  charged  them  in  rear.  Colonel  Hampton  with  the  State  car- 
^  made  a  great  Dumber  of  prisoners,  and  Colonel  Washington, 
ing  up  with  his  reserve  of  horse  and  foot,  completed  their  de- 
They  were  driven  back  through  their  camp ;  many  were 
captured ;  many  fled  along  the  Charleston  road,  and  others  threw 
themselves  into  the  brick  house. 

Major  Majoribanks  and  bis  troops  could  stiU  enfilade  the  left 
mk  of  the  Americans  from  their  covert  among  the  thickets  on^ 
e  border  of  the  stream.  Greene  ordered  Colonel  Washington 
b  his  dragoons  and  Kirkwood's  Delaware  infantry  to  dblodge 
ind  Colonel  Wade  Hampton  to  assist  with  the  State  troops. 
Dlonel  Washington,  without  waiting  for  the  infantry,  dashed 
ith  his  dragoons.  It  was  a  rash  move.  The  thickets 
e  impervions  to  cavalry.     The  dlragoons  separated  into  small 
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tea  raDwd  the  wanavd  tmnirj,  Kkkwood  wilk  Uft  Ddnvc* 
Amrgei  wiih  iMjcMt  apoa  tha  tncnj  m  tk  thUnla.  ][«n> 
Inki  fen  tadk  with  hk  tiMfs,  ■adaadaaiteBd  in  thspd*- 
doed  gudcii  of  the  bridi  iaaat. 

TkUir;  now  wietaed  certain  on  the  aida  of  die  AmericiDt. 
The7  b«d  dri>ra  dw  British  from  the  field,  and  had  UlEen  pia- 
aeanuD  of  their  camp ;  nnTortimatelv,  tha  aoldieta,  thinking  th« 
day  their  own,  lell  to  plandering  the  tents,  dcmariiig  the  food 
and  carouiiing  on  the  liqaora  fbond  there.  Manj  of  them  be- 
came intoxicated  and  on  manageable—the  officen  interfered  is 
vain ;  all  was  riot  and  disorder. 

The  enemy  in  the  mean  time  recxirerad  from  their  oonfiiHio, 
and  opened  a  fire  from  etery  window  of  the  booM  and  fian  ibe 
paliudoed  garden.  There  waa  a  scattering  fire  also  from  tb* 
woods  and  thickets  on  the  right  and  left.  Four  '■^'^t™'i  ode  of 
which  had  been  captured  from  the  enemy,  were  now  advanced  \tj 
the  Americana  to  batter  the  hoose.  The  fire  from  the  windon 
wa«  Bo  severe,  that  most  of  the  officers  and  men  who  aarred  tbs 
cannon  wore  either  killed  or  wounded.  Qreene  ordered  the  nr- 
vivura  to  retire;  they  did  so,  leaving  the  cannon  behind. 

Colonel  Stnart  was  by  this  time  rallying  hia  left  wing,  lOiI 
advancing  to  sapport  the  right;  when  Qreene,  finding  his  aaai^ 
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nition  nearly  exhausted,  determined  to  give  up  the  attempt  to 
dislodge  the  enemy  from  their  places  of  refuge,  since  he  could 
not  do  it  without  severe  loss ;  whereas  the  enemy  could  maintain 
their  posts  but  a  few  hours,  and  he  should  have  a  better  opportu- 
nity of  attacking  them  on  their  retreat 

He  remained  on  the  ground'  long  enough  to  collect  his 
wounded,  excepting  those  who  were  too  much  under  the  fire  of 
the  house,  and  then,  leaving  Colonel  Hampton  with  a  strong 
picket  on  the  field,  he  returned  to  the  position  seven  miles  off, 
which  he  had  left  in  the  morning ;  not  finding  water  any  where 
nearer. 

The  enemy  decamped  in  the  night  after  destroying  a  large 
quantity  of  provisions,  staving  many  barrels  of  rum,  and  break- 
ing  upwards  of  a  thousand  stand  of  arms  which  they  threw  iuto 
the  springs  of  the  Eutaw ;  they  left  behind  also  seventy  of  their 
wounded,  who  might  have  impeded  the  celerity  of  their  retreat. 
Their  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  captured,  in  this  action,  was 
six  hundred  and  thirty-three,  of  whom  five  hundred  were  prison- 
ers in  the  liands  of  the  Americans ;  the  loss  sustained  by  the 
latter  in  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  was  ^ve  hundred  and 
thirty-five.  One  of  the  slain  most  deplored  was  Colonel  Camp- 
bell, who  had  so  bravely  led  on  the  Virginians.  He  fell  in  the 
shock  of  the  charge  with  the  bayonet.  It  was  a  glorious  dose 
of  a  gallant  career.  In  his  d3ring  moments  he  was  told  of  the 
defeat  of  the  enemy,  and  is  said  to  have  uttered  tlie  celebrated 
ejaculation  of  General  Wolfe,  '^  I  die  contented." 

In  the  morning,  General  Greene,  who  knew  not  that  the  en- 
emy had  decamped,  detached  Lee  and  Marion  to  scour  the  coun- 
try between  Eutaw  Springs  and  Charleston,  to  intercept  any  rein- 
faroementa  which  might  be  coming  to  Colonel   Stuart,  and   to 
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ntsid  till!  iDftrcli  of  the  Ulter  ibould  bo  t>«  rvtreAting.  Svm% 
bowmw,  Wl  in«l  with  reinfarcemeotA  ibont  fuurt«ea  nules  fma 
EuUw,  but  <.'OOttna«d  hia  ntrMt  Iq  Honk's  Conwi,  witliia  Iwen' 
tj-Sre  tuilea  of  OhaTleeton. 

Greene,  nhnn  informed  of  the  retresl,  h»d  followed  viti  tii 
mun  fcf.i.-  alniiisl  ta  Monk's  Corner  j  Goiluig  the  nnrabef  »iiJ 
pontiini  of  Um  enonj  too  itiaDg  to  bo  attack^  with  [ndnct^ 
he  Ml  bock  to  Eut»v,  when  he  nmained  a  d*^  or  two  to  mt 
bit  troofx,  aod  then  tetnned  bj  eoij  muduo  fo  fail  old  pieitiiia 
neu  the  heigfati  of  Scntee. 

Thence^  u  nanel,  he  deepatohed  ui  aooooDt  of  a&in  to 
Weibington.  "  Since  I  wrote  to  ]ron  befbra,  we  hare  had  ■  t^<^ 
Lloody  battle.  It  was  by  far  the  most  obstinate  fight  I  ever  u"- 
Victorj  was  ours ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  one  of  thoie  \Mf 
incidents  which  freqnentlj  happen  in  tbe  progress  of  war,  vc 
should  have  taken  the  whole  British  mnny.  *  *  *  I  am  try- 
ing to  collect  a  body  <^  militia  to  oppose  Lord  Conwallis  shoull 
he  attempt  to  eecape  throng  North  Carolina  to  Charlauni' 
Charleston  itself  may  be  redoced,  if  70a  will  beod  yoor  forta 
this  way,  and  it  will  give  me  great  pleasure  to  }oin  yoor  Excel- 
lency in  the  attempt;  for  I  shall  be  equally  happy,  wbetiwf 
as  a  principal  or  subordinate,  so  that  the  pnUic  good  !■  pn- 
moteiL" 

Such  was  the  purport  of  the  iiilelligence  recraved  fi"^ 
Greene.  Washitigtoii  considered  the  affiur  at  Eutaw  ^ivtff  * 
victory,  luid  sent  Greene  his  congratulatious.  "  Fortune,"  wriU* 
be,  "  muBt  have  been  coy  indeed,  had  she  not  yielded  at  kH  U 
to  persevering  a  pursuer  as  you  have  been." 

"  I  can  say  with  sincerity,  that  I  feci  with  the  highest  iJep" 
if  pleasure  tbe  good  edicts  which  you  mratioD  as  reaultiif  fi«» 
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the  perfect  good  understanding  between  yon,  the  marquis  and 
myself.  I  hope  it  will  never  be  interrupted,  and  I  am  sure  it 
neyer  can  be  while  we  are  all  influenced  by  the  same  pure  motive, 
that  of  love  to  our  country  and  interest  in  the  cause  in  which  we 
are  embarked.** 

We  will  now  resume  our  narrative  of  the  siege  of  Torktown. 


CHAPTER    XXVIII. 


Obkkul  Livcoln  hail  the  bonnr,  c\n  the  night  of  the  6th  of  0» 
tober,  of  opening  the  first  parallel  before  Yorktown.  It  ww 
within  six  hundred  yarda  of  the  enemy ;  nearly  two  miles  ic  ex- 
tent, and  the  foandations  were  laid  for  two  redoubts.  Be  had 
under  him  a  large  detachment  of  French  and  American  troops 
and  the  work  was  condact«d  with  such  silence  and  secrecy  in  i 
night  of  extreme  darkness,  that  the  enemy  were  not  aware  of  it 
until  dayiigbt  A  severe  cannonade  was  then  opened  from  tlw 
fortifications  ;  but  the  men  were  ander  cover  and  continaed  work* 
ing;  the  greatest  emulation  and  good  will  prevullng  betwes 
the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  allied  armies  thus  engaged. 

By  the  at^moon  <^  the  9th  the  parallel  was  completed,  aod 
two  or  three  batteries  were  ready  to  fiie  upon  the  town.  "  Oeiw 
ral  Washington  pnt  the  match  to  the  first  gnn,"  says  an  oboemr 
who  was  present;  "a  fiiriouB  discharge  of  cannon  and  moitan 
immediatelv  followed,  and  Earl  Cornwallis  received  his  first  ssln- 
tation."  • 

Governor  Nelson,  who  bad  so  nobly  pledged  his  own  pMjiei^ 
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to  laiiie  ftuids  for  the  pnblio  service,  gave  another  proof  of  his 
self-sacrificing  patriotism  on  this  occasion.  He  was  asked  which 
part  of  the  town  could  be  most  efiectively  cannonaded.  He 
pointed  to  a  large  handsome  house  on  a  rising  ground  as  the 
probable  head-quarters  of  the  enemy.  It  proved  to  be  his 
own.* 

The  governor  had  an  uncle  in  the  town,  very  old,  and  afflicted 
with  the  gout  He  had  been  for  thirty  years  secretary  under  the 
royal  colonial  government,  and  was  still  called  Mr.  Secretary 
Nelson.  He  had  taken  no  part  in  the  Bevolution,  unfitted,  per- 
haps, for  the  struggle,  by  his  advanced  age  and  his  infirmities ; 
and  had  remained  in  Yorktown  when  taken  possession  of  by  the 
English,  not  having  any  personal  enmity  to  apprehend  from 
them.  He  had  7wo  sons  in  Washington's  army,  who  now  were 
in  the  utmost  rUhu  for  his  safety.  At  their  request  Washington 
Bent  in  a  flagf,  desiring  that  their  father  might  be  permitted  to 
leave  the  place.  "  I  was  a  witness,"  writes  the  Count  de  Chas- 
tellox  in  hia  Memoirs,  "  of  the  cruel  anxiety  of  one  of  those 
jroimg  men,  as  he  kept  his  eyes  fixed  upon  the  gate  of  the  town 
by  which  the  flag  would  come  out.  It  seemed  as  if  he  were 
awaiting  his  own  sentence  in  the  reply  that  was  to  be  received. 
Lord  Gorrwallis  had  not  the  inhumanity  to  refuse  so  just  a  re- 
qnest** 

The  appearance  of  the  venerable  secretary,  his  stately  person, 
noble  conntenance  and  gray  hairs,  commanded  respect  and  vene- 
ration. ^  I  can  never  recall  without  emotion,"  writes  the  suscep- 
tible connt,  '*  his  arrival  at  the  head-quarters  of  General  Wash- 
ington.    He  was  seated,  his  attack  of  the  gout  still  continuing, 

*  Ghrw  on  the  authority  of  Lafayette.    S]paark&,  ^^iSL  %^\. 
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•ad  while  m  Itood  kround  him,  iie  Tel«t«d  with  «  Rerene  rigsga 
what  bad  been  the  effect  of  our  tHitteries."  ■ 

Hn  hooM  had  nv.-eived  some  of  the  first  shots ;  one  of  hia 
n^tOM  had  been  killed,  aad  the  head-qnarters  of  Lord  Com- 
mllifl  bad  been  so  batteied,   thkt  he  hod  been  driFen  out  u{ 

The  eaononMle  wu  kept  vip  almoet  inceMantly  ftr  thiea  or 
fimr  days  from  the  batteries  abore  mentaoned,  and  {ran  time 
otheia  managed  by  theFrenoh.  "Bong  in  the  tnnchee  enry 
other  nig^t  and  day,"  writea  an  ofagerrar  already  q6ot«d,t  **I 
have  a  fine  onmrtonity  of  witneanng  the  siUiliine  and  itapea 
doos  scene  which  is  continoally  exhibiting.  The  bemlMhdb 
from  the  besicgen  and  the  beeieged  are  iticcasa&tly  croeeing  each 
other's  path  in  the  air.  They  are  clearly  Tisible  in  the  form  of  a 
black  ball  in  the  day,  bat  in  the  night  they  appear  like  a  fiery 
meteor  with  a  blazing  tail,  moat  beautifally  brilliant,  aacending 
majeetically  from  the  mortar  to  a  certun  altitude,  and  giadaally 
deacending  to  the  spot  where  they  are  destined  to  execute  theii 
work  of  destruction.  When  a  shell  falls,  it  whirls  ronnd,  bni- 
rowB  and  excavates  the  earth  to  a  considerable  extent,  and,  burst- 
ing, makes  dreadful  havoc  aronnd."  "  Some  of  onr  shells,  orer- 
reaching  the  town,  are  seen  to  fall  inbi  the  river,  and  borstinf^ 
throw  np  colmnns  of  water  like  the  sponting  monsters  of  tint 
deep." 

The  half-finished  works  of  the  enemy  snfiered  severdy,  the 
guns  were  dismounted  or  silenced,  and  many  men  killed.  The 
red-hot  shot  from  the  French  batteries  northwest  of  the  town 
reached  the  English  shipping.     The  Charon,  a  fbrty-foor  gun 

*  Chuldlax,  wL  ti  p.  19— as.  tTki^M; 


I 


ATTACK   ON   THE   EEDOUBTB. 


345 


I 


Bbip,  and  three  large  transports,  were  set  on  fire  lijr  them.  The 
Somes  ran  up  the  riggiDg  to  the  tops  of  the  miuts.  The  confla- 
gration, seen  in  the  darkaess  of  the  night,  with  the  accompany- 
ing flash  and  thundering  of  cannon,  and  soaring  and  hursting  of 
shells ;  and  the  tremendous  explosiona  of  the  ships,  all  presented 
A  scene  of  mingled  magnifieence  and  horror. 

On  the  night  of  the  1 1  tb  tlie  second  parallel  was  opened  by 
the  Baron  Steuben's  division,  within  three  hundred  yards  of  the 
works.  The  British  now  made  new  embrasures,  and  for  two  or 
three  days  kept  up  a  galling  lire  upon  those  at  work.  The  latter 
were  still  more  annoyed  by  the  danking  6re  of  two  redoahta 
three  hundred  yards  in  front  of  the  British  works.  An  they  en- 
filaded the  intrenchments,  and  were  supposed  also  to  commaod 
the  communication  between  Yorktown  and  Gloucester,  it  was 
resolved  to  storm  them  both,  on  the  night  of  the  14th;  the  ouo 
nearest  the  river  by  a  detachment  of  Americans  commanded  by 
Lafayette ;  the  other  by  a  French  detachment  led  by  the  Bamn 
de  Viomenil.  The  grenadiers  of  the  regiment  of  Galinais  wcru 
to  be  at  the  head  of  the  French  detachment  This  regiment  had 
been  formed  out  of  that  of  Auvergne,  of  which  De  Rocbainl>eau 
had  been  colonel,  and  which,  by  its  brave  and  honorable  conduct, 
bad  won  the  appellation  of  the  regiment  If  Aurtrgne  Kina  lache 
(ADvergBi;  without  a  stain).  When  De  Rochambeau  assigned  the 
Gatinais  grenadiers  their  post  in  the  attack,  he  addressed  to  tlieu 
a  few  soldier-like  words.  •'  My  lads,  I  have  need  of  yuu  this 
night,  and  hope  you  will  not  furget  that  we  have  servi-d  together 
iu  thai  brave  regiment  of  Auvergne  sane  tache."  They  instantly 
replied,  that  if  he  wuuld  promise  to  get  their  old  name  restored 
to  them,  they  would  sacrifice  themselves  to  the  last  man.  The 
promise  was  given. 

TOL.  IV. — 15* 
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In  the  arrmngements  for  the  American  aannlti  Le&yette  had 
given  the  honor  of  leading  the  advance  to  his  own  aide-de-camp. 
Lieutenant-colonel  Gimat  This  instantly  tooched  the  militarj 
pride  of  Hamilton,  who  exclaimed  against  it  as  an  nnjnst  prefer- 
ence, it  being  his  tour  of  duty.  The  marqais  excused  himself  by 
alleging  that  the  arrangement  had  been  sanctioned  by  the  com- 
mander-in-chief, and  could  not  be  changed  by  him.  Hamilton 
forthwith  made  a  spirited  appeal  by  letter  to  Washington.  The 
latter,  who  was  ignorant  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  sent 
for  the  marquis,  and,  finding  that  it  really  was  Hamilton's  tour  of 
duty,  directed  that  he  shonld  be  reinstated  in  it,  which  was 
done.*  It  was  therefore  arranged  that  Colonel  Gimat*s  bat- 
talion Hhoiild  lead  tlie  van,  and  be  followed  by  that  of  Hamil- 
ton, and  that  the  latter  should  command  the  whole  advance^l 
corps-t 

About  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening  rockets  were  sent  up  as 
signals  for  the  simultaneous  attack.  Hamilton,  to  his  great  joy, 
led  the  advance  of  the  Americans.  The  men,  without  waiting 
for  the  sapi)er8  to  demolish  the  abatis  in  regular  style,  pushed 
them  aside  or  pulled  them  down  with  their  hands,  and  scrambled 
over,  like  rough  bush-fighters.  Hamilton  was  the  first  to  mount 
the  parapet,  placing  one  foot  on  the  shoulder  of  a  soldier,  who 
knelt  on  one  knee  for  the  purpose.f  The  men  mounted  after 
him.  Not  a  musket  was  fired.  The  redoubt  was  carried  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet.  The  loss  of  the  Americans  was  one  ser- 
geant and  eight  privates  killed,  seVtn  ofiScers  and  twenty-five 
non-commissioned  officers  and  pri^wtes  wounded.     The  loss  of 

•  Lce'i  Momoin  of  the  War,  iL  342. 

f  Lafayette  to  Washington.     CorFeipondenoe  of  the  Rav.  ill.  42d. 
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the  enemy  was  eight  killed  and  seventeen  taken  prisoners. 
Among  the  latter  was  Major  Campbell,  who  had  commanded  the 
redonbt.  A  New  Hampshire  captain  of  artillery  would  have  taken 
his  life  in  revenge  of  the  death  of  his  favorite  Colonel  Scammel, 
bat  Colonel  Hamilton  prevented  him.  Not  a  man  was  killed 
after  he  ceased  to  resist* 

The  French  stormed  the  other  redoubt,  which  was  more 
strongly  garrisoned,  with  equal  gallantry,  but  less  precipitation. 
They  proceeded  according  to  rule.  The  soldiers  paused  while  the 
sappers*  removed  the  abatiSy  during  which  time  they  were  exposed 
to  a  destmctive  fire,  and  lost  more  men  than  did  the  Americans  in 
their  headlong  attack.  As  •  the  Baron  dc  Viomenil,  who  led  the 
party,  was  thus  waiting.  Major  Barbour,  Lafayette's  aide-de-camp, 
came  through  the  tremendous  fire  of  the  enemy,  with  a  message 
from  the  marquis,  letting  him  know  that  he  was  in  his  redoubt,  and 
wished  to  know  where  the  baron  was.  "  Tell  the  marquis,"  re- 
plied the  latter,  "  that  I  am  not  in  mine,  but  will  be  in  it  in  five 
minntes.'* 

The  abatis  being  removed,  the  troops  rushed  to  the  assault 
The  Chevalier  de  Lameth,  Lafayette's  adjutant-general,  was  the 
first  to  mount  the  parapet  of  the  redoubt,  and  received  a  volley 
at  arms*  length  from  the  Hessians  who  manned  it.  Shot  through 
both  knees,  he  fell  back  into  the  ditch,  and  was  conveyed  away 
imder  care  of  his  friend,  the  Count  de  Dumas.     The  Count  de 

•  Thacher,  p.  841. 

K.B. — Gordon,  in  his  history  of  tho  war,  asserts  that  Lafayette,  with  the 
eoDMOt  of  Washington,  ordered  that,  in  capturing  the  redoubt,  no  quarter 
■boqld  be  shown ;  in  retaliation  of  a  massacre  perpetrated  at  Fort  Griswold. 
It  is  needless  to  contradict  a  statement  so  opposed  to  the  characters  of  both. 
it  has  been  denied  by  both  Lafayette  and  Hamilton.  Not  one  of  the  enemy 
was  killed  unlets  in  action. 
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'Dfwixpfwiitfl,  lekding  od  the  royal  grensdien  of  the  satne  name, 
ma  likcnrise  woonded. 

Tha  greiudiere  of  the  Gfttm^is  T^gimeot  reiaembered  tin 
pcomiM  of  De  Rochambrau,  And  fbnght  with  trti«  Gallic  fire. 
Odo  third  of  them  were  sUia,  and  (unong  them  Captain  de 
SireoU,  a  raliMit  officer  of  chasseurs  ;  but  the  regiment  bv  tU 
braTei7  on  this  occasion  regained  from  the  king  ita  proud  nnme 
tiS  Um  Bojfoi  AwMrgm. 

WHhingtoD  wu  w  inteudy  excited  ■pectitoc  of  An 
Mnnlto,  on  the  raealt  of  which  ao  mncfa  depooded.  He  kftd  di»- 
iDonnted,  given  hie  bwae  to  *  eenvnt,  aad  takeo  Ui  Maid  !■  tki 
gnnd  batterj  with  Oenenls  Edox  and  Lincoln  and  tbeir  Mit. 
The  risk  he  ran  of  a  chance  shot,  while  watching  the  attack 
through  an  embnimre,  made  thoee  about  him  nataaj.  One  of 
bis  aidee-de-cantp  Tentored  to  obeerve  that  the  ritnation  waa  rer; 
much  exposed.  "  If  you  think  so,"  replied  he  gravely,  "  joo  are 
at  liberty  to  step  back." 

Shortly  afterwards  a  tnoBket  ball  struck  the  cannon  in  the 
embrasure,  rolled  along  it,  and  fell  at  his  feeL  Qeneral  Knox 
grasped  his  arm.  "  Hy  dear  general)"  exclaimed  he,  "  we  cut 
spare  yoo  yet"  "It  is  a  spnit  baU,"  replied  Washington  qui- 
etly ;  "  no  harm  is  done." 

When  all  was  over  and  the  redoubts  were  taken,  he  dre«  * 
long  breath,  aud  turning  to  Knox,  ofaeerved,  "The  work  is  doii^ 
and  well  doite/"  Then  called  to  his  eerrant,  "  WiUiam,  bring 
me  my  horse." 

In  his  despalchea  he  declared  that  in  these  assaults  notliiiig 
oonld  exceed  the  firmness  and  bravery  o£  the  troops.  LakytOt 
also  testified  to  the  conduct  of  Colonel  HaraOton,  "whose  mS- 
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e  on  this  occasioD 


Y 


koown  talents  and  gallantry,"  writes  be,  " 
moet  conspicuous  and  serviceable."  * 

The  Tedoubta  thus  taken  were  incladed  the  same  night  in  the 
second  parallel,  and  howitzers  were  mounted  upon  them  the  fol- 
lowing day.  The  capture  of  them  reduced  Lord  CornwalHs  almost 
to  deapair.  Writing  that  same  day  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  be  ob- 
serves, ''My  situation  now  becomes  very  critical ;  we  dare  iMt 
•how  a  gim  to  their  old  batteries,  and  I  expect  that  tiiclr  P>tw 
open  lo-morrow  morning,  •  •  •  The  safety  uf  the 
place  is,  therefore,  bo  precarious,  that  I  cannot  recommend  that 

fleet  and  army  Bhuuld  run  great  risk  in  endeavoring  to  save 

— a  generous  abnegation  of  aelf  on  the  part  of  the  be- 
leaguered uommander.  Had  the  fleet  and  army  sailed,  as  be  had 
been  given  lo  expect,  about  the  olh  of  October,  they  might  have 
arrived  in  time  to  save  his  lordship ;  but  at  the  date  of  ihe  above 
letter  they  were  still  lingering  in  port  Delay  of  naval  succor 
was  fata!  to  British  operations  in  this  war, 

The  second  parallel  was  now  nearly  ready  to  open.  Com- 
wallis  dreaded  the  effect  of  its  batteries  on  his  almost  dismantled 
works.  To  retard  the  danger  as  much  as  possible,  he  ordered  an 
attauk  on  two  of  the  batteries  that  were  in  the  greatest  state  of 
forwardness,  their  guns  to  be  spiked.  It  was  made  a  little  be- 
fore daybreak  of  the  16th,  by  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  men, 
onder  the  direction  of  Lieutcnant-colunel  Abercrombie,  He 
divided  his  forces ;  a  detachment  of  guards  aud  a  company  of 
grenaditrs  attacked  one  battery,  and  a  corps  of  light  infantry  the 
Other. 

The  redoubts  which  covered  the  batteries  were  forced  in  gal- 
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Imt  a^le,  &nil  s«r«nil  piercs  of  artillery  hastily  spiked.  Bf  this 
time  the  Kupportin^  tnuips  from  tbe  tTetiches  came  Dp,  and  the 
enemj  w»r«  obliged  to  retreat,  leaving  behind  them  seven  or 
mgfat  deail  aud  SIX  prisoners.  The  French  who  had  guard  of 
.  tliis  part  of  the  trenches,  had  Ibar  oSicers  an<l  twelve  priratea 
killed  or  'wounded,  and  ihe  Americaua  liwt  one  sergeant  The 
miackiar  hkd  boon  ioam  too  hattily.  The  wfikm  ven  eanly  tor 
tncted,  and  bofbm  onnbig  rU  the  lMtt«riH  and  th»  pwallel  «eM 

At  thit  tim«  the  gsnriaon  «otild  not  diow  a  gnu  on  the  nde  «( 
4w  wotki  expoeed  ta  attack,  and  the  ehalla  wen  nearij  ex- 
pended ;  the  pUce  waa  bo  kmger  tenaUs.  Bather  than  nrm- 
der,  Comwallis  determined  to  attempt  an  escape.  His  plan  «u 
to  leave  his  aick  and  wounded  and  his  bag^^agv  behind,  croat  over 
in  the  night  to  Qlonceeter  Point,  attack  Choiay'a  camp  be&re 
daybreak,  monnt  his  infantry  on  the  captoied  cavalry  horaee,  and 
on  such  other  as  could  be  collected  on  the  road,  push  for  the 
upper  country  by  rapid  marches  until  opposite  the  fords  of  the 
great  rivers,  then  tnm  suddenly  northward,  force  his  way  through 
Maryland,  Pennsylvania  and  the  Jerseys,  and  join  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  in  New  York. 

It  was  a  wild  and  daring  scheme,  bat  his  situation  waa  dca- 
.  perate,  and  the  idea  of  snrrender- intolerable. 

In  puranance  of  this  design,  sixteen  large  boats  were  secntly 
prepared  ;  a  detachment  was  appointed  to  remain  and  capitulate 
for  the  town's  people,  the  sick  and  the  woonded )  a  lac^  part  of 
the  troops  were  transported  to  the  Gkuoester  side  of  the  river 
before  midnight,  and  the  second  divisi(»  had  actually  embarked, 
when  a  violent  storm  of  wind  and  rain  scattered  the  boats,  and 
drove  them  a  considerable  distanoe  down  the  river.     They  «en 
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collected  witli  diflknlt  j.  It  was  now  too  late  to  effect  the  pas- 
sage of  the  aecond  division  before  daybreak,  and  an  effort  was 
made  to  get  back  the  division  which  had  already  crossed.  It 
was  not  done  until  the  morning  was  far  advanced,  and  the 
troops  in  recrossing  were  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  American 
batteries. 

The  hopes  of  Lord  Comwallis  were  now  at  an  end.  His 
works  were  tumbling  in  ruins  about  him,  under  an  incessant  can- 
nonade; his  garrison  was  reduced  in  number  by  sickness  and 
death,  and  exhausted  by  constant  watching  and  severe  duty. 
Unwilling  to  expose  the  residue  of  the  brave  troops  which  had 
stood  by  him  so  faithfully,  to  the  dangers  and  horrors  of  an 
assault,  which  conld  not  fail  to  be  successful,  he  ordered  a  parley 
to  be  beaten  about  ten  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  17th,  and 
despatched  a  flag  with  a  letter  to  Washington  proposing  a  cessa- 
tion of  hostilities  for  twenty-four  hours,  and  that  two  officers 
might  be  appointed  by  each  side  to  meet  and  settle  terms  for  the 
surrender  of  the  posts  of  York  and  Gloucester. 

Washington  felt  unwilling  to  grant  such  delay,  when  rein- 
forcements might  be  on  the  way  for  Comwallis  from  New  York. 
In  reply,  therefore,  he  requested  that,  previous  to  the  meeting  of 
commissioners,  his  lordship^  proposals  might  be  sent  in  writing 
to  the  American  lines,  for  which  purpose  a  suspension  of  hostili- 
ties during  two  hours  from  the  delivery  of  the  letter,  would  be 
granted.  Thb  was  complied  with ;  but  as  the  pn)po8als  offered  by 
Comwallis  were  not  all  admissible,  Washington  drew  up  a 
Khe<lule  of  such  terms  as  he  would  grant,  and  transmitted  it  to 
his  lordship. 

The  armistice  was  prolonged.     Commissioners  met,  the  Vis- 
toant  de  Noailles  and  Ldeutenan^-colonel  Laurens  on  the  part  of 
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the  »11it«:  Colonel  Dundu  ud  Uftjor 
BritifiL  After  maoh  discusBion,  k  roug 
terma  of  capitulation  to  be  Mbtnitted 
TbeM  Wuhington  caosed  to  l>e  promp 
to  Lord  ComwAllb  early  in  the  momini 
expresBing  his  expectation  that  they  wi 
o'cluck,  and  that  the  garrison  would  b 
two  o'clock  in  tlie  afteroooo.  Lord  Co 
ply,  and,  accordingly,  on  the  same  da; 
and  GlouL-ester  were  inrrendcred  to  Qec 
■nander-in-chief  of  the  combined  army 
transports  and  other  vessels,  to  the  C 
laaniltir  of  the  French  fleet.  The  ga 
Gloaceeter,  including  the  officers  of  t 
e*ery  deoominalion,  were  to  surrender  s 
combined  army ;  the  laud  force  to  rem 
tj^d  States,  the  scjimen  to  the  King  of  £ 
The  garrison  was  to  be  allowed  the 
the  garrison  of  Charleston  when  it  si 
Clinton.  The  oflicers  were  to  retain  tl 
eer«  and  soldiers  their  private  property, 
_  gage  or  papers  was  to  be  subject  to  ae 


NOTE. 

Tbe  number  of  pritonen  mide  bj  the  ibtne  e 

oT  nhum  j.U&O  were  rout  uid  Glc,  aii  conunia 
cuiumiuioiied  ol&cen,  and  prir^tea,  had  prerioul 
donbta,  or  in  tbs  lortia  of  tba  gVTUoa.  Tht  U 
during  the  aegc,  in  killed,  woBnded,  and  inliuii| 
t}ie  combined  innj  in  killed  wu  about  30a  1 
CorQwslli,  nrrenderad,  wm  Btimated  at  16,000 
(.JiUU  conliiieulaU,  &a&  &;»»  iiuUtia.—fi«fiM«'( 
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Idlers  were  to  be  kept  in  Virginia,  Maryland,  or  Pennsylvania,  '  1 
much  \>j  regiments  as  possible,  and  supplied  with  the  same 
tions  of  provisions  as  the  American  soldiers.  The  officers  were 
be  pennitted  to  proceed,  upon  parole,  to  Europe  or  to  any 
kritime  port  on  the  continent  of  America  in  possession  of  Brit- 
1  troops.  The  Bonetta  sloop-of-war  was  to  be  at  the  disposal 
Lord  Comwaliis  ;  to  convey  an  aide-de-camp,  with  despatches 
Sir  Heury  Clinton,  with  such  soldiers  as  he  might  think  pro- 
r  to  send  to  New  York,  and  was  to  sail  without  examination. 
Te  will  here  observe  that  in  this  vessel,  thus  protected  from 
Titiny,  a  number  of  royalists,  whose  conduct  had  renderad 
Em  pecuharly  odious  to  their  coantrymen,  privately  tix>k  their 

It  was  arraiigeit  in  the  allied  camp  that  General  Linoolu  I 

Mild  receive  the  submission  of  the  royal  army,  precisely  in  the  I 

taner  in  which  the  submission  of  his  own  army  h.id  been  re-  ] 
ived  on  the  surrender  of  Charleston.    An  eye-witness  has  given 

a  graphic  description  of  the  ceremony.  I 

"Atahoul  1  "2  o'clock  the  comhined  army  was  drawn  np  in  | 

D  lines  more  than  a,  mile  in  length,  the  Americans  on  the  right  I 

le  of  the  road,  the  French  on  the  left.     Washington,  mounted  I 

m  nukle  steed,  and  attended  by  his  staff,  was.  in  front  of  the  I 

iner ;   the  Count  de  Rochamheau  and  his  suite,  of  the  latter.  I 

be  French  troops,   in  complete   uniform,  and   well    equipped,  | 

tde  a  brUliaut  appearance,  and  had  marched  t«  the  ground  | 

tb  a  band  of  music  playing,  which  was  a  novelty  in  the  Ameri-  I 

1  service.     The  American  troops,  hut  part  in  uniforni,  an<l  all  I 

gamtents  much  the  worse  for  weiar,  yet  had  a  spirited,  soldier-  I 

t  «r,  and  were  not  the  worse  in  the  eyes  of  their  countrymen  I 

bearing  the  marks  of  hard  service  and  gieal  ^vUAoub.    "X^  1 
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10  of  BpwUton  Trom  the  oonatij 
lu  tlw  miliur}',  yet  iiil«ni:«  aai  ordar  pr 
"Abuut  two  o'clock  tlw  gftrrison  i 
thrtjugh  with  ehonlHcrod  aniM,  slow  i 
cwml,  ttn<l  drunw  Iwaliug  a  British 
well  clinl,  liaviug  Iwen  furuUbvJ  with 
cajiiluUUou.  Tbvy  wwo  led  by  Ge 
I'lti-k,  who,  riding  up  to  UenerAl  W 
list  Atiii  »]iologi»e(i  for  iho  nou-appeui 
on  ai'vouiit  of  iiitli»podlIoD.  Waahin 
iJi|fnidi-i)   muricsy,   bot  pointed  to  K 


tliu 


officer   who    ■ 
Bv  him  tlje 


:oive  the  e 
idncteJ  intj 
«siag  Uirou 


to  grounil  their  arms,  In 
itUiL>il  umtj,  tlieir  march  was  carcleea 
aspet't  Hullen,  the  order  to  "ground  a 
platoon  officers  with  a  lone  of  deep  ci 
aolJifnt  t!iri-w  down  their  muskets  will 
hreak  ihtm.  This  irregularity  was  ( 
coin  ;  yet  it  was  excusahte  in  brare  men 
dicament-  Tliis  ceremony  over,  they 
Yorktown,  to  remain  ander  guard  until 


On  the  following  morning,  Washingi 
gratulated  the  allied  armies  on  the  recei 
praise  to  the  officers  and  troops  both  F 
their  conduct  daring  the  siege,  and  spec 
the  generals  and  other  officers  who  hat 
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themselves.  All  those  of  his  army  who  were  mider  arrest,  were 
pardoned  and  set  at  liberty.  "  Divine  service,''  it  was  added, 
^'  is  to  be  performed  to-morrow  in  the  several  brigades  and  divi- 
sions. The  commander-in-chief  earnestly  recommends  that  the 
troops,  not  on  duty,  should  universally  attend,  with  that  serious- 
ness of  deportment  and  gratitude  of  heart  which  the  recognition 
of  such  reiterated  and  astonishing  interpositions  of  Providence 
demand  of  us." 

Gomwallis  felt  deeply  the  humiliation  of  this  close  to  all  his 
wide  and  wild  campaigning,  and  was  made  the  more  sensitive  on 
the  subject  by  circumstances  of  which  he  soon  became  apprised. 
On  the  very  day  that  he  had  been  compelled  to  lay  down  his 
arms  before  Yorktown,  the  lingering  armament  intended  for  his 
relief  sailed  from  New  York.  It  consisted  of  twenty-five  ships 
of  the  line,  two  fifty-gun  ships,  and  eight  frigates;  with  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  and  seven  thousand  of  his  best  troops.  Sir  Henry 
arrived  off  the  Capes  of  Virginia  on  the  24th,  and  gathered  in- 
formation which  led  him  to  apprehend  that  Lord  Comwallis  had 
capitulated.  He  hovered  off  the  mouth  of  the  Chesapeake  until 
the  29th,  when,  having  fully  ascertained  that  he  had  come  too 
late,  he  turned  his  tardy  prows  toward  New  York. 

Comwallis,  in  a  letter  written  subsequently,  renders  the  fol- 
lowing testimony  to  the  conduct  of  his  captors :  "  The  treatment, 
in  general,  that  we  have  received  from  the  enemy  since  our  sur- 
render, has  been  perfectly  good  and  proper ;  but  the  kindness 
and  attention  that  has  been  shown  to  us  by  the  French  officers  in 
particular,  their  delicate  sensibility  of  our  situation,  their  gene- 
rous and  pressing  offer  of  money,  both  public  and  private,  to  any 
amount,  has  really  gone  beyond  wbat  I  can  possibly  describe, 
and  will,  I  hope,  make  an  impression  in  the  breast  of  every  offi- 
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oer,  whenever  the  fortiiii*  of  «ai  eb«ll  pal  oaj  of  them  inUm 
power." 

In  the  me«n  lime,  the  rejoicings  which  'Wasiiiiigton  tai  eon- 
nicnced  with  AjipropriaU:  aolemniLiea  ia  the  viciorioos  rimp,  bl 
eptead  throoghoul  the  Union.  "CurDwallis  is  ukea!'  ■■ 
the  DiuTenal  aoclftim.  It  was  considered  a  deUh-blow  la  tJH 
war. 

Congress  gave  way  to  transports  of  jot.  Thanks  irere  rid 
to  the  coauuAnJer-tii-chiet  to  he  Counts  De  Bochambeaa  ud 
De  Grosae,  to  the  officers  ol  «llied  armies  geaenllf,  and  U 

the  corps  of  artiUeiy  uid  loers  eapecially.     T^xi  Kuditf 

colors,  trophies  of  the  opil  _i.ion,  were  Tot«d  to  WastuD^trn. 
two  pieces  of  field  ordnjince  to  Dc  Rot-hanibeau  and  De  G.-»sk; 
nnd  it  wu  decreed  that  a  marble  column,  commemorstiTe  of  ^  I 
alliance  between  France  and  the  United  States,  and  of  tlieti^  | 
tury  achiered  bj  their  associated  arms,  should  be  erected  ii 
Viirktown.  Finally,  Congress  issued  a  proclamation.  appcuUdif 
a  day  for  general  thanksgiving  and  praj-er,  in  acknonledgntBl 
of  this  signal  inl«rposiLiuD  of  Divine  Providence. 

Far  diflferent  was  the  fefiling  of  the  British  ministry  •it" 
news  of  ih<j  event  reached  the  other  siile  of  the  Atlantic.  IjiH 
,  George  G«nnun  was  the  fint  to  aanonnoe  it  to  Ixird  Berth  * 
his  office  in  Downing  street.  "  And  bow  did  he  take  it!"  ■> 
the  inquiry.  "  As  he  would  hare  t«ken  a  ball  in  the  breast,*  » 
plied  Lord  Oeoige,  "  lor  he  opened  his  arnti^  HTi^lfjming  vik^ 
as  he  paoed  up  ud  down  the  i^)artment,  *Qh  QodI  itiid 
overl'"* 

•  Wruair*  ffirtorioal  Itaaaii:^  vd.  n.  p.  SO. 


CHAPTER    XXIX- 

»M8ourno!f  OP  thic  comdiited  armies— wAsimroiOK  at  kltham — dbatb 

OF  JOHW   PARKE    CU8TI8 ^WASHIKOTON   AT  MOUMT    VER!fO»— COBREBPOND- 

KKCK  ABOOT  THE  KEXT  CAMPAIGN — LAPATETTB  SAILS  FOB  FRAWCE — 
WASHINOTOir  8TIMCLATE8  COITORIBS  TO  MILITARY  PREPARATIOWS— PROJECT 
TO  SURPRISE  AND  CARRY  OFF  PRINCE  WILLIAM  HENRY  FROM  NEW  TORE 
IE  CASE   OF  CAPTAIN    ASGILL. 


Washinoton  would  have  followed  op  the  reduction  of  Yorktown 
bj  a  combined  operation  against  Charleston,  and  addressed  a  let- 
ter to  the  Count  de  Orasse  on  the  subject,  but  the  count  alleged 
in  reply  that  the  orders  of  his  court,    ulterior  projects,  and  his 
^ogmgementB  with  the  Spaniards,  rendered  it  impossible  to  remain 
U^a  necessary  time  for  the  operation. 

The   prosecution  of  the  Southern   war,  therefore,   upon   the 

"br^^Bid  scale  which  Washington  had  contemplated,  had  to  be  relin- 

^MBbed ;  foTj  without  shipping  and  a  convoy,  the  troops   and 

^^y-  tbitig  necessary  for  a  siege  would  have  to  be  transported  by 

.         •  with  inunense  trouble,  expense  and  delay ;  wbilc  the  enemy, 

^^Uj5  of  their  fleets,  could  reinforce  or  withdraw  the  garri- 

an  At  plea^'*^^ 

j^r  tlese  circumstances,  Washington  liad  to  content  liim- 

^0  present,  with  detaching  two  thoasaiid  Pennsylvania, 
^  '^      •      and  Yii^inia  Continental  troopa,    nnAst  Qi«ws«^  ^'^ 
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Cldr,  fer  the  npiwct  of  G«unl  GfMM^  trarting  ihi^wflkflm 
M.  ht  vooM  be  dble  to  command  tlw  interior  of  Sontli  Gbraliii% 
and  oonfine  the  enemy  to  the  town  of  Chadeeton. 

A  dimolatioQ  of  the  combined  fiMces  now  took  plaoe.  Hie 
Maniiiis  St  Simon  embarked  his  troops  on  the  but  of  October, 
and  the  Ooont  do  Grame  made  bmSL  on  the  4th  of  November,  tak- 
ing with  him  two  beantifiil  hones  which  Warfiington  bad  pn> 
sented  to  him  in  token  of  cordial  regard. 

La&jette,  weuag  there  was  no  probabSit  j  oi  fiirther  actne 
aerrioe  in  the  present  jear,  resolved  to  retam  to  France  on  amt 
to  his  &iu1t,  and,  with  Wadiington*8  approbation,  set  est  far 
Fhiladelplua  to  obtain  leave  of  absence  from  Congress. 

The  British  prisoners  were  marched  to  Winchester  in  Virginie, 
and  Fredent4LStowu  in  Maiyland,  and  Lord  Cor*iwallis  and  his 
principal  otfieei^  sailed  tor  New  York  on  parole. 

The  main  part  of  the  American  armv  embarked  for  the  Heed 
of  Elk,  and  returned  northward  under  the  command  of  Geu^ 
Lincoln,  to  be  cantoned  for  the  winter  in  the  Jerseys  and  on  the 
Hudson,  so  as  to  be  reedj  fi)r  operations  against  New  Yoik,  or 
elsewhere,  in  the  next  year's  campaign. 

The  French  army  were  to  remain  for  the  winter,  in  Yirginii) 
and  the  Count  de  Bochambeau  estabUshed  his  bead-qnarten  et 
Williamsburg. 

Having  attended  in  person  to  the  distribution  of  ordnsnoe 
and  stores,  the  departure  of  prisoners,  and  the  embarkation  of  the 
troops  under  Lincoln,  Washington  left  Yorktown  on  the  5th  of 
November,  and  arrived  the  same  day  at  Eltham,  the  seat  of  his 
friend  Colonel  Bassett  He  arrived  just  in  time  to  receive  the 
last  breath  of  John  Parke  Custis,  the  son  of  Mrs.  WaBhiogtoo, 
as  he  bad,  several  years  previously,  rendered  tender  and  pom 
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>flices  st  the  death-ybeil  of  his  sister,  Miss  Custis.  The  ilece&seil 
laJ  bueti  an  object  of  Washington's  ^^a^e  from  childhood,  an<I 
■>een  cherished  by  him  with  paternal  affi^tion.  Formed  under 
lis  guidance  and  uiiftructioDS,  he  had  been  fitted  to  take  a  part  in 
ihe  public  concerns  of  his  country,  and  had  acquitted  himself 
irith  uredit  u  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Legislature.  He  waa 
but  twenty -ei<;lit  yetirs  old  iit  the  time  ol  his  death,  and  lefl  n 
widow  and  four  ynung  children.  It  was  nn  nnexpcclcil  event,  mid 
the  dying  scene  was  rendered  peeuliiirly  nITecliiig  frjm  the  pres- 
ence of  liie  mother  and  wife  of  the  deceased.  Washington  re- 
mained several  days  at  Ellham  to  comfort  them  in  their  afflic- 
tions. As  n  consolation  to  Mrs.  Washington  in  her  bereavement, 
be  adopted  the  two  youngest  children  of  the  deceased,  a  boy 
and    girl,   who   thenceforth    formed    a  part    of   his    immediate 

From  Eltnani,  Washington  proceeded  to  Mount  Vernon ;  but 
public  cares  gave  him  little  leisure  to  attend  to  his  private  con- 
cerns. We  have  seen  how  repeatedly  his  steady  mind  had  been 
exercised  in  the  darkest  times  of  tha  revolutionary  struggle,  in 
boojing  up  the  public  heart  when  sinking  into  despondency.  Ho 
had  now  an  ojiiMisite  task  to  perform,  to  guard  against  an  over- 
weening confidence  inspired  by  the  recent  triumph.  In  a  letter 
to  General  Greene,  he  writes:  "I  shall  remain  but  a  few  days 
here,  and  shall  proceed  to  Philadelphia,  when  I  shall  atUmpt  to 
■lironlale  Congress  to  the  best  improvera  n!  of  out  late  success, 
V  taking  the  most  vigorous  and  effectual  measures  to  be  ready 
/ur  lui  early  and  decisive  cam[>aign  the  next  year.  My  greatest 
fear  is,  that  Congress,  viewing  this  stroke  in  too  imiwrtant  a 
P«»inl  of  light,  may  think  our  work  too  nearly  closed,  and  will 
*1I  into  a  state  of  languor  and  relaxation,     to  pT&Nfto^  \iBi 


error,  I  AMl\f^mtiof  mwj  mmuiamj  fomm,  mi%^ktflllH 
w«  tink  into  tlut  fkUl  miitaki^  BO  put  of  Um  Uiai  AiO  iNaiw' 

In  ■  l«ttar  wriUan  at  tba  mdm  tittw  to  Jjuby^Ua,  lAo,  te- 
ing  obuined  from  Gragren  «n  indcAaito  Imts  of  abMM^  wm 
•boot  to  aul,  he  •«;■ :  "  I  owe  it  to  jrovr  fiieodahip  and  lo  mf 
afiutmuto  regard  fi»  jon,  mf  daar  tnarqni^  not  to  let  700  lofi 
thU  eoontrj,  vitlMmt  oaRTifig  with  yon  freah  marka  of  b^  * 
tachtnent  to  7011,  and  new  expreaeioiia  of  the  hi|^  wnae  I  m» 
tain  of  fonr  militarj  coodact,  and  other  important  serrioM  b  tt 
ooone  of  tha  last  campugn."  In  nplj  to  ioqnirifle  w)oA  tt 
marquia  had  made  respecting  the  opwatknia  of  the  coming  J9i, 
ho  declares  that  every  thing  mast  depend  abeolatelv  (br  raxoi 
upon  the  naval  force  to  be  employed  in  these  eeas  and  the  tmti 
its  appearance.  "No  land  force,"  writes  he,  "can  act  decisTdf 
unless  it  is  accompanied  by  a  maritime  superiority ;  nor  can  bm 
than  negative  advantages  be  expected  without  it.  For  pcorf  d 
this  we  have  only  to  recur  to  the  instances  of  the  ease  and  U- 
ity  with  which  the  British  shifted  their  ground,  as  advanttp 
were  to  be  obt«ned  at  cither  extremity  of  the  continent,  nd  H 
their  late  heavy  loss  the  moment  they  failed  in  their  navil  n^ 
riority.  *  •  *  *  A  doubt  did  not  exist,  nor  does  it  sttt. 
moment,  in  any  man's  mind,  of  the  total  extirpation  of  Qis  W 
ish  force  in  the  Caralinas  and  Geor^a,  if  the  Count  de  OnSJ 
could  have  extended  his  cooperation  two  months  longer.' 

We  may  add  here  that  Congress,  after  resolntions  bJ^ 
complimentary  to  the  marquis,  had,  tbiongh  the  secretary  of  ft 
eign  afiairs,  recommended  to  the  ministers  plenipotentiary  of  ^ 
United  States,  rendent  in  Europe,  to  confer  with  the  maitf 
and  avail  themselves  of  his  information  relative  tc 
of  natioail  sfbiiv  -o^ui^x  tnKnrma^ssja  \1iixl  tvnaas  heads 
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vere  instructed  to  furnish  him ;  and  he  was  further* 

made  tite  bearer  of  a  letter  to  hin  sovereign,  recom mending 

m  m  the  strungest  terms  to  the  royal  consideratiun.    Much  was 

ilicipated  from  the  generous  zeal  of  Lafayette,  and  the  iafluence 

>aid  be  able  to  exercise  in  France  in  favor  of  the  Americail 

awards  the  end  of  November,  Washington  was  in  Philadel- 
where  Congress  received  him  with  distinguished  honors. 
9Bt  uo  lime  in  enforcing  the  policy  respecting  the  ensuing 
itgn,  wliich  he  had  set  forth  in  his  letters  to  General  Grceno 
be  marquis.  His  views  were  met  by  the  military  committee 
pgresB,  with  which  he  was  in  frequent  cousultation,  and  by 
Bcretaries  of  war,  finance,  and  public  affairs,  who  attendnd 
conferences.  Under  hia  impulse  and  personal  supervision, 
liliUiry  arrangements  for  1782  were  made  with  unusual  dev 
.  On  the  10th  of  December  resolntions  were  passed  in 
resB  for  re<^uieil:i>jns  of  men  and  money  from  the  several 
f ;  and  Washington  backed  those  requisitions  by  letters  to 
npective  governors,  urging  prompt  compliance.  Strenuous 
pna,  liw,  were  made  by  Ur.  Franklin,  then  minister  in 
le,  to  sccnie  a  continuance  of  ellicient  aid  from  that  power; 
,  loan  of  six  millionH  had  been  promised  by  the  king  after 
ig  of  the  capitulation  of  Yorklown. 

he  persuasion  that  peace  was  at  hand  was,  however,  too 
lent  for  the  public  to  bo  roused  to  new  sacrifices  and  toils  to 
Mtt  what  was  considered  the  mere  shadow  of  a  war.  The 
I  were  slow  in  furnishing  a  smttU  part  of  their  respective 
I  of  troops,  and  still  slower  in  answering  to  the  requisitions 

may- 

fter    remaining    four   months    in    Philadelphia,  Washiag- 
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Ion  B«>t  out  in  Man-.h  bi  r^oin  the  i 
liniiiwn.  He  wu  al  Morristawn  in 
wbi'n  ft  Kilil  prujcvt  wu  aabmitted  to 
Ogilon,  of  the  Jersey  line.  Prince  V 
king  uf  Euglond,  who  wan  Mrving  aa 
of  Ailiuiral  r>igby.  was  at  that  time  ji 
ml,  an  ol>jty.-t  of  grual  attentiou  to  t)i 
i-f  the  inhabit  ail  Ik.  The  project  of  C 
pri.w  iJio  I'tiuoc  and  the  a'ltuiral  at  tlu 
krin^c  thc-ni  utf  priiuiiicn.  He  waa  to 
by  a  cajiiaiu,  a  autiallern,  three  HT^ 
Tlipv  v/vtv  U<  i-mliArk  from  the  Jerae; 
four  whuli'liuAtti.  woll  manned,  and  ro< 
wt'r«  to  Und  in  New  York  at  half-pa 
fixiiu  the  quartpre  of  tlio  pi'inco  and  mc 
oviT  Si(iiarf.  I'art  uf  the  men  were 
Ctilont'l  Ogilen  with  a  strong  party  wi 
force  the  doors  if  necessary,  and  captn 
In  returning  to  the  boats,  part  of  the 
bnynnrtA,  were  to  precede  the  prisoner: 
a  i^inshot  distance,  (o  give  &ont  to  th 
bArkod. 

The  plan  was  approred  by  Washi 
viax  charged  to  be  careful  that  no  ined 
the  prince  or  admiral,  should  they  be 
tlie  contrary,  to  be  treated  witli  all  pos 
without  delay  to  Congress. 

How  far  an  attempt  was  made  to  t 
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tioiiy  is  not  known.  An  exaggerated  alarm  seems  to  have  been 
awakened  by  extravagant  reports  circulated  in  New  York,  as 
appears  by  the  following  citation  from  a  paper  or  letter  dated 
April  23d,  and  transmitted  by  Washington  to  Ogden : 

*^  Great  seem  to  be  their  apprehensions  here.  About  a  fort- 
night ago  a  number  of  flat-boats  were  discovered  by  a  sentinel 
from  the  bank  of  the  river  (Hudson),  which  are  said  to  have  been 
intended  to  fire  the  suburbs,  and  in  the  height  of  ^e  conflagra- 
tion to  make  a  descent  on  the  lower  part  of  the  city,  and  wrest 
from  our  embraces  his  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  Prince 
William  Henry,  and  several  other  illustrious  personages — since 
which,  great  precautions  have  been  taken  for  the  security  of  those 
gentlemen,  by  augmenting  the  guards,  and  to  render  their  per- 
aons  as  little  .exposed  as  possible." 

These  precautions  very  probably  disconcerted  the  project  of 
Ckdonel  Ogden,  of  which  we  find  no  other  traces. 

In  a  recent  letter  to  General  Greene,  Washington  had  ex- 
pressed himself  strongly  on  the  subject  of  retaliation.  '^  Of  all 
laws  it  is  the  most  difficult  to  execute,  where  you  have  not  the 
transgressor  himself  in  your  possession.  Humanity  will  ever  in- 
terfere, and  plead  strongly  against  the  sacrifice  of  an  innocent 
person  for  the  guilt  of  another." 

It  was  but  three  or  four  months  after  this  writing,  that  his 
judgment  and  feelings  were  put  to  the  proof  in  this  respect.  We 
have  had  occasion  to  notice  the  marauds  of  the  New  York  refu- 
gees in  the  Jerseys.  One  of  their  number  by  the  name  of  Philip 
White  had  been  captured  by  the  Jersey  people,  and  killed  in 
attempting  to  escape  from  those  who  were  conducting  him  to 
Monmouth  jail.  His  partisans  in  New  York  determined  on  a 
fignal  revenge.     Captain  Joseph  Huddy,  an  aideiit  ^\2a!^)  ^\a 
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had  been  captured  when  brmvdy  drfwiding  »  MocikAnow  1m  IIob- 
moath  Countj,  and  carried  eapCi?6  to  New  Yatk^  was  Boir  dmm 
fiirtli  from  priaon,  conducted  into  the  Jfiasja  hy  »  putj  of  nAh 
gees,  headed  by  a  Captain  lippencott,  and  hanged  on  the  heighti 
of  Middletown  with  a  label  affixed  to  his  breast,  bearing  the  iik 
seription,  «'  Up  goes  Hnddy  for  Philip  White.** 

The  neighboring  country  cried  ont  for  retaliation.  Waihieg* 
ton  sabmitt^  the  matter,  with  all  the  evidence  fnmished,  tot 
board  of  general  and  field-officers.  It  was  nnanimoosly  det»- 
mined  that  the  offender  dioald  be  demanded  for  execotion,  and, 
if  not  giren  up,  that  retaliation  shonld  be  eizerciaed  on  a  BrUSJk 
prisoner  of  equal  rank.  Washington  accordingly  sent  proo&  to 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  of  what  he  stigmatized  as  a  murder,  and  do* 
manded  that  Captain  Lippencott,  or  the  officer  who  commaiided 
the  execution  of  Captain  Huddy,  should  be  given  up ;  or  if  that 
officer  should  be  inferior  in  rank,  so  many  of  the  perpetrattm  u 
would,  according  to  the  tariff  of  exchange,  be  an  equivalent 
^'  To  do  this,"  said  he,  "  will  mark  the  justice  of  your  ExceDen- 
cy*s  character.  In  failure  of  it,  I  shall  hold  myself  justifiable 
in  the  eyes  of  God  and  man,  for  the  measure  to  which  I  will 
resort" 

Sir  Henry  declined  a  compliance,  but  stated  that  he  had  o^ 
dered  a  strict  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  of  Captain  Haddy'i 
death,  and  would  bring  the  perpetrators  of  it  to  immediate  trial 

Washington  about  the  same  time  received  the  copy  of  a  nBO> 
lution  of  Congress  approving  of  his  firm  and  jndicioos  condoc^ 
in  his  application  to  the  British  general  at  New  York,  and 
promising  to  support  him  <<  in  his  fixed  purpose  of  exemplaiy  la- 
taliation." 

He  aocoidm^^  cs^<n«li^fftlQQtion  to  be  made  by  lot,  6r  As 
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above  purpose,  from  among  the  British  officers,  prisoners  at  Lan- 
caster in  Pennsylvania.  To  enhance  the  painful  nature  of  the 
case,  the  lot  fell  upon  Captain  Charles  Asgill,  of  the  guards,  a 
Tonth  only  nineteen  years  of  age,  of  an  amiable  character  and 
high  hopes  and  expectations,  being  only  son  and  heir  of  Sir 
Charles  Asgill,  a  wealthy  baronet 

The  youth  bore  his  lot  with  firmness,  bat  his  fellow  prisoners 
were  incensed  at  Sir  Henry  Clinton  for  exposing  him  to  such  a 
fate  by  refusing  to  deliver  up  the  culprit  One  of  their  number, 
a  son  of  the  Earl  of  Ludlow,  solicited  permission  from  Washing- 
ton to  proceed  to  New  York  and  lay  the  case  before  Sir  Ouy 
Garleton,  who  had  succeeded  in  command  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton. 
In  granting  it,  Washington  intimated  that,  though  deeply 
afiected  by  the  unhappy  fate  to  which  Captain  Asgill  was  sub- 
jected, and  devoutly  wishing  that  his  life  might  be  spared,  thero 
was  but  one  alternative  that  could  save  him,  of  which  the  British 
commander  must  be  aware. 

The  matter  remained  for  some  time  in  suspense.  Wash- 
ington had  ordered  that  Captain  Asgill  should  be  trea':ed 
'^  with  every  tender  attention  and  politeness  (consistent  with  his 
present  situation),  which  his  rank,  fortune  and  connections,  to- 
gether with  his  unfortunate  state,  demanded,"  and  the  captain 
himself  acknowledged  in  writing  the  feeling  and  attentive  man- 
ner in  which  those  commands  were  executed.  But  on  the  ques- 
tion of  retaliation  Washington  remained  firm. 

Lippencott  was  at  length  tried  by  a  court-martial,  but,  after 
a  long  sitting,  acquitted,  it  appearing  that  he  had  acted  under 
the  verbal  orders  of  Governor  Franklin,  president  of  the  board 
of  associated  loyalists.  The  British  commander  reprobated  the 
death  of  Captain  Huddy,  and  broke  up  the  board. 
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Thnn  (otpiubiUdcw  dwngsd  in  ■ 
which  WulungtoQ  wia  proowdiiiff.  He  hid  <lw  wbulii  iiiIIm  h» 
fore  CoBgrcm,  kdmittod  Captnn  Aigill  as  p«nb  i*  Uot^ton, 
and  ■Dfaaaqofntlj  btiiutad  to  tha  wKmHarj  tt  «ir  Ui  frinti 
opinion  in  &tw  of  his  nleiM^  with  pamuMiaa  to  go  tofaiifrioidi 
in  Europe. 

In  the  meui  time  Ladj  AagOl,  the  motlMr  of  the  jw^  lai 
written  «  pethetie  letter  to  the  Coont  de  Vergcnnei^  the  ¥xaiA 
ninibter  of  itate,  imploring  hii  iiiliiiinMiiiii  in  behelf  of  bet  e& 
The  letter  waa  Rbawn  to  the  king  end  qneon,  end  bj  their  din»     , 
tion  the  coDDt  wrote  to  Wealungton  nliciling  the  liberetian  rf    j 
Asgill.    Wubington,  es  hes  been  shown,  bed  elreedj  sagged     I 
his  relcaxe,  end  was  ennoyed  et  the  deUy  of  Congtees  in  lie 
luattcr     He  now  referred  to  that  body  the  commnnicatioo  fnn 
the  count,  and  urged  a  farorable  decision.     To  his  great  ralii^ 
he  received  their  directions  to  set  Captain  Asgill  at  liberty. 

TliiB,  like  the  case  of  the  unfurttinate  Andrti,  was  one  of  ibt 
painful  and  trying  predicaments  in  which  e  strict  sense  of  poblio 
doty  obliged  Washington  to  do  violence  to  his  natural  impobet. 
and  he  declares  in  one  of  his  letters,  that  the  aitnetira  (tf  Cap- 
tain  Asgill  often  filled  him  with  the  keenest  eoguish.  "I  felt 
for  him  on  many  accoonts ;  and  not  the  least  when,  newing  hiffl 
as  a  man  of  honor  and  sentiment,  I  considered  how  nnfortonsU 
it  was  for  him  that  a  wretch  who  possessed  neither,  shonid  be 
the  means  of  caoaing  him  e  single  peng  or  a  diaagreeebk  so^ 
setioo." 

NOTE. 

WliD«  theM  jMgM  an  giring  thraogfa  flie  prsM  •«  hara  baTan  u  >n  in- 
rtanoe  rf  dut  ocaudeitlioQ*  ngui  tar  jiutioe  wbiah  gonraad  WaMagm"!      | 
ewdnct.  J 

A  &TaritB  uda-da-ovnp,  CoImnI  SamoBl  E  Wab^  who  h*i  bam  wowW     f 


1782.] 


OABE  OF   COLONBL   WEBB. 


367 


in  the  battles  of  Bunker's  Hill  and  White  Plainjt,  was  captured  in  December 
1777,  when  commanding  a  Connectiont  regiment,  and  accompan^nng  General 
Parsons  in  a  descent  upon  Long  Island.  He  was  then  but  24  years  of  age, 
and  the  jroungest  colonel  in  the  army.  Presuming  upon  the  favor  of  General 
Washington,  who  had  pronounced  him  one  of  the  most  accomplished  gentle- 
men in  the  service,  he  wrote  to  him,  reporting  his  capture,  and  begging  most 
strenuously  for  an  immediate  exchange.  He  received  a  prompt,  but  disap-  ■ 
pointing  reply.  Washington  lamented  his  unfortunate  condition.  "  It  would 
give  me  pleasure,**  said  he,  '*  to  render  you  any  services  in  my  power,  but  it  is 
impossible  for  me  to  comply  with  your  request,  without  violating  the  principles 
of  justice,  and  incurring  a  charge  of  partiality." 

In  fact,  several  officers  of  Colonel  Webb's  rank  had  been  a  long  time  in 
dnmoce,  and  it  was  a  rule  with  Washington  that  those  first  captured  should 
be  first  released.  To  this  rule  he  inflexibly  adhered,  however  his  feelings 
might  plead  for  its  infringement.  Colonel  Webb,  in  consequence,  was  not  ox- 
changed  untn  the  present  year ;  when  Washington,  still  on  principles  of  justice, 
gave  him  the  brevet  rank  of  Brigadier-general  and  the  command  of  the  light 
infantiy. 


CHAPTER    XSX. 


In  rfispoaing'  of  the  cose  of  Captain  Asgiil,  we  have  antkipstfl 
dates,  and  must  revert  to  the  time  when  W'asliington  again  esul- 
lished  his  head-ijuartere  at  Newburg  on  the  Hndson.  The  solici- 
tude felt  hy  him  un  account  of  the  oniTeraal  relasation  of  ihe 
BineWB  of  war,  was  not  allaj'ed  by  reports  of  pacific  spcechw, 
and  motions  made  in  the  British  parliament,  which  migbi  br 
delueiTe.  "Evi^n  if  the  nation  and  parliament,""  said  he,  "•« 
really  in  earnest  to  obtain  peace  wilh  America,  it  will,  an- 
doubtcdly,  be  wisdom  in  un  to  meet  them  with  great  caution  mJ 
circumspection,  and  by  all  means  to  keep  our  anas  firm  in  <»f 
bands :  and  inideail  of  relaxing  one  iota  in  our  exertions,  rallKt 
to  spring  forward  with  redoubled  vigor,  that  we  may  take  i!" 
advantage  of  every  favorable  opportunity,  imtil  our  wisha  iw 
fnlly  obtained.  No  nation  ever  yet  suffered  in  treaty  by  prepirinj, 
even  in  the  moment  of  negotiation,  most  vigorously  for  ihe  fifl'l-" 
Sir  Guy  Carleton  arrived  in  New  York  early  in  May  to  uh 
the  place  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  who  had  solicited  hii  i«c»U.    1» 
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B  letter  dated  May  Tib,  Sir  Guy  mformed  Washington  of  hia 
being  joined  with  Admiral  Digby  in  the  commission  of  peace ; 
be  tranflmitted  at  the  same  time  piicited  copies  of  the  pnx^eedlngv 
in  the  House  of  Ckimmona  od  the  4th  of  Klnrcli,  respecting  an 
address  to  the  king  in  favor  of  peace ;  and  of  a  bill  reported  in 
i:onae4]uence  thereof,  authorizing  the  king  to  conclude  a  peace  or 
truce  witli  the  revolted  provinces  of  North  America.  As  this  till, 
however,  hod  nut  passed  into  a  law  when  Sir  Guy  left  England, 
it  presented  no  basis  for  a  negotiation ;  and  waa  only  cited  by 
him  to  show  the  pacific  dbposition  of  tbe  British  nation,  with 
which  he  professed  the  most  zealous  concurrence.  Still,  (hough 
mnltiplieil  circumetauces  gradually  persuaded  Washington  of 
a  real  disposition  on  the  part  of  Great  Dntatn  to  terminate 
the  war,  he  did  not  think  fit  to  relax  his  preparations  for  hos- 
tilities. 

Great  discontents  prevailed  at  this  time  in  the  army,  both 
among  officers  and  men.     The  neglect  of  the  States  to  fumisb 
iheir  proportions  of  Uie  snm  voted  by  Congress  for  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  war,  bad  left  the  army  nlxaost  destitute.     There  was 
scarce  money  sufficient  to  feed  the  troops  from  day  to  day ;  in- 
deed, ihiire  were  days  when  they  w«re  absolutely  in  want  of  pro- 
visiuDs.     The  pay  of  the  officers,    too,  was  greatly  in  arrear; 
many  of  ihem  doubted  whether  they  would  ever  receive  the  hali- 
pay  decreed  to  them  by  Congress  for  a  term  of  years  after  the 
coneiusion  of  the  war,  and  fears  began  to  be  expressed  that,  in 
m    the  event  of  peace,  they  would  all  be  disbanded  with  their  claims 
^HiSOliqnidated,  and  themselves  cast  upon  the  community  penniless, 
Haad  onlitled,  by  long  military  habitudes,  for  the  gainful  pursuits 
Haf  peace. 

H        At  this  juncture,  Washington  received  an  exltsotio^rj  \*^ 
^^^         rOL,  IV. — 16' 
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ter  fn^n  Colonel  Lewis  KicoU,  a  reteras  officer,  once  Liiiiiiri«) 
Mil  uf  Kurt  Mifflin,  "ho  bad  been  in  habits  of  tutiouKy  nik 
Imn,  aail  h*d  warmly  interceded  in  behalf  of  tbe  BoSetiag  Itwj- 
In  thifi  letter  he  attributed  all  tbe  ills  experienced  and  antlc^ 
ted  bj  tbe  anuy  and  the  t  ' "       '■  tu^e,  to  tbe  exiitiiig  Imrf 


governmeDt.     He  coi  ipablican  Cana  i 

with  national  proBperiti.  iaed  a  mixed  giorecsiotat  Gb 

that  of  England  ;  ivhic  no  doubt,  on  its  benefits  baaf 

properly  pointed  out,  wo  idily  adi^led.     ■'  In  that  am^ 

be  adds,  "it  wiQ,  1  I  nDOontroverted,  that  the  msi 

rtilities  which  bare  led  ;h  difficnltiea  a[fiaiBBtIr  3Mi» 

tuoonlable  by  human  power,  to  victory  and  g'lory :  thi:i^e  qtalilii 
that  have  merited  and  obtaiirad  tbe  aniveml  esteem  and  nstn- 
tion  of  an  army,  would  be  most  likely  to  coodoct  and  direct  ■ 
in  tbe  nnoother  paths  of  peace.  Some  people  have  so  eaoBCded 
the  idea  of  tyranny  and  monarchy,  as  to  find  it  very  difficnlt  li> 
separate  them.  It  may,  therefore,  be  requisite  to  give  the  hod 
of  Bocb  a  constitution  u  I  propose,  arane  title  if^iarently  not 
moderate ;  bnt,  if  all  other  things  were  once  adjusted,  I  hdim 
strong  arguments  might  be  produced  ibr  admitting  (he  title  itf 
King,  which,  I  cooceive^  wonld  be  attended  with  acme  natinl 
advantages." 

Wubington  saw  at  once  that  Nioola  was  bat  the  orgsn  tf  * 
military  facticm,  di^need  to  make  the  army  tbe  basis  of  an  (bo- 
getic  government,  and  to  place  him  at  the  head.  The  mtgff*- 
tion,  backed  by  the  opportamty,  might  have  tempted  a  W 
of  meaner  amtntltm :  from  him  it  drew  the  fi^lowing  indip>^ 
letter: 

"  With  a  mixture  of  great  surprise  and  astfsushinait,  I  hm 
teaA  intli  sttwtfian.  "i^  vsAamisbta  ^joa  havs  f»ihMiH«H  to  p>I 
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e  assured,  sir,  do  occurrence  in  tbo  conree  of  the  war 
has  given  me  more  painful  seoBattons,  than  j'ouc  information  of 
there  being  such  ideas  existiag  in  the  army,  as  yoa  have  ex- 
pressed, and  I  must  view  with  abhorrence,  and  reprehend  witli 
(everily.  For  the  present,  the  commanication  of  them  will  rest 
in  my  own  bosom,  unless  some  further  agitAtion  of  the  mattur 

tabuU  make  a  disclosure  necessary. 
'  "  I  am  much  at  a  loss  to  conceive  what  part  of  my  conduct  could 
BAve  given  eucoiirngemcnt  to  an  address,  whiuh  to  me  seems  big 
with  the  greatest  mischiefs  that  can  befall  my  country.  If  I  am 
not  deceived  in  the  knowledge  of  myself,  yon  could  not  have 
found  a  person  to  whom  your  schemes  are  more  disagreeable.  At 
the  game  time,  in  justice  to  my  own  feelings,  I  must  add,  that 
no  man  possesses  a  more  sincere  wish  to  see  ample  justice  done 
to  the  army  than  I  do ;  and  as  far  as  my  powers  and  influence, 
1  a  constitutional  way,  extend,  they  shall  Ire  employed  to  the 
most  of  my  abilities  to  effect  it,  ehonld  there  bo  any  occasion. 
it  me  conjure  you,  then,  if  you  have  any  regard  for  your  coun- 
r,  concern  for  yourself,  or  posterity,  or  respect  for  me,  to  banish 
e  thoughts  from  your  mind,  and  never  communicate,  as  from 
■glDarself  or  any  one  else,  a  sentiment  of  the  like  nature." 

On  the  2d  of  August,  Sir  Guy  Carleton  and  Admiral  Digby 

I  wrote  a  joint  letter  to  Washington,  iutbrming  him  that  they  were 

acquunted,  hy  authority,  that  negodatjons  fur  a  general  peace 

had  already  been  commenced  at  Paris,  and  that  the  independence 

_-«f  the  United  States  would  be  proposed  in  the  first  instance  by 

e  British  commissioner,  instead  of  being  made  a  condition  of  a 

nieral  treaty. 

Even  yet,  Washington  was  wary.      "  From  Ihe  former  infatu- 
ion,  duplicity,  and  perverse  system  of  British  goUc^"  wiAta, 
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<*I  codSbm  I  am  indnoed  to  dodbt  etwy  lliii^s  to  wmptAmmf 
thing.**  •  •  •  <«Whiitefer  tlM  i^  i«taiitiiNior«l»«Mii7 
maj  be,  I  think  the  ttrictast  attention  wad  edertjon,  vUEhkn 
erer  been  ezerciaed  on  our  peit|  inifend  of  being  rlwiii^i 
ought  to  be  incieaaed.  Jeelooeyand  preeention  at  haitcttdi 
no  hann.  Too  mneh  oonMonoe  and  anfmenew  aay  be  pan- 
cioot  in  the  eztiema.** 

What  gave  fiMoelolfaia  polkgr  wa%  that  aa  jBtaocftnkid 
been  made  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  far  agenenl  cmm&m 
of  hoetilitiesi  and,  althoogh  the  Britiah  oonunanden  vera  ia  t 
manner  tied  down  by  the  leaolvea  of  the  Honae  of  GomMB%  to 
a  defensive  war,  onlj  in  the  United  StateSi  thej  might  be  at  fib- 
erty  to  transport  part  of  their  force  to  the  West  Indies,  to  act 
against  the  French  possessions  in  that  quarter.  With  these  con- 
siderations he  wrote  to  the  Count  de  BochambeaUf  then  st  Balti- 
more, advising  him,  for  the  good  of  the  common  cause,  to  mardi 
his  troops  to  the  banks  of  the  Hudson,  and  form  a  junction  with 
the  American  army. 

The  junction  took  place  about  the  middle  of  September. 
The  French  army  crossed  the  Hudson  at  King's  Ferry  to  Ver- 
[)lanck*s  Point,  where  the  American  forces  were  paraded  under 
arms  to  welcome  them.  The  clothing  and  arms  recently  received 
from  France  or  captured  at  Yorktown,  enabled  them  to  make  an 
unusually  respectable*  appearance.  Two  lines  were  formed  from 
the  landing-place  to  head-quarters,  between  which  Count  Bo- 
chambeau  passed,  escorted  by  a  troop  of  cavalry ;  after  which  he 
took  his  station  beside  General  Washington :  the  music  struck 
up  a  French  march,  and  the  whole  armj  passed  in  review  hdon 
them. 

The  FTeucb  arm^  encami^  on  the  left  of  the  Americin, 
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near  Crompond,  about  ten  miles  from  Verplanck's  Poiot  The 
greatest  good  will  continued  to  prevail  between  the  allied  forces, 
thoogh  the  Americans  had  but  little  means  of  showing  hospital- 
ity to  their  gay  Gallic  friends.  ^'  Only  conceive  the  mortifba- 
tion  they  must  suffer,  even  the  general  officers,^  says  Washing- 
ton in  a  letter  to  the  secretary  of  war,  ''  when  they  cannot  invite 
a  French  ofiBcer,  a  visiting  friend,  or  a  travelling  acquaintance,  to 
a  better  repast  than  whiskey  hot  from  the  still,  and  not  always 
that,  and  a  bit  of  beef  without  vegetables  will  afford  them.'' 

Speaking  of  a  contemplated  reduction  of  the  army  to  take 
place  on  the  1st  of  January:  "While  I  premise,"  said  he,  *'that 
no  one  I  have  seen  or  heard  of  appears  opposed  to  the  principle 
of  reducing  the  army  as  circumstances  may  require ;  yet  I  cannot 
help  fearing  the  result  of  the  measure  in  contemplation,  under 
present  circumstances,  when  I  see  such  a  number  of  men,  goaded 
by  a  thousand  stings  of  reflection  on  the  past,  and  of  anticipa- 
tion on  the  friture,  about  to  be  turned  into  the  world,  soured  by 
penury,  and  what  they  call  the  ingratitude  of  the  public,  in- 
volved in  debts,  without  one  farthing  of  money  to  carry  them 
home,  after  having  spent  the  flower  of  their  days,  and  many  of 
them  their  patrimonies,  in  establishing  the  freedom  and  inde- 
pendence of  their  country,  and  suffered  every  thing  that  human 
nature  is  capable  of  enduring  on  this  side  of  death : — I  repeat  it, 
that  when  I  consider  these  irritating  circumstances,  without  one 
thing  to  soothe  their  feelings  or  dispel  the  gloomy  prospects,  I 
cannot  avoid  apprehending  that  a  train  of  evils  will  follow,  of  a 
very  serious  and  distressing  nature.     •     ♦     ♦     ♦ 

"  I  wish  not  to  heighten  the  shades  of  the  picture  so  far  as 

the  reality  would  justify  me  in  doing  it.     I  could  give  anecdotes 

of  patriotism  and  distress,  which  have  scarcely  ever  been  paral- 

16* 
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leted,  n«v»r  suquiseil  in  tbe  bisWr}^  of  muikiad.  But  ;oq  maj 
rely  upon  ii,  the  patirtice  uid  long-aoffcring  of  this  u-my  are 
almost  exLaiiBt«d,  and  that  there  never  wu  bo  gieat  &  spirit  ol 
diacoDtent  as  at  this  iostAiit.  While  in  the  field,  I  think  it  maf 
be  kept  frnia  breaking  out  into  acts  of  outrage ;  hiii  when  ve 
ntira  into  wiatsr-qnuieza,  mien  the  stonn  u  iwcmoasly  dian- 
pfttod,  I  cannot  be  at  «aM  mptttiag  tbs  rmmMinmnw  b  a 
U^  lima  farapaaaa. 


CHAPTEB   XXXI. 

raSOOMTKim    OF    THE  ARMT    AT    KKWBURG ^MEMORIAL  OF  THK  OFFICERS  TO 

CX>NQBFfW      AyONTMOUS    PAPERS    CIRCULATED  IN  THE    CAMP — MEETING    OF 

OFFICERS     CALLED—ADDRESS     OF     WASHINGTON RBSOLDTIONS     IN     OON8B- 

QUBNCB — LETTERS    OF    WASHINGTON    TO    TUB   PRESIDENT — HIS  OPINION  OF 
THE  ANONYMOUS    ADDRESSES  AND  THEIR  AUTHOR. 

The  anxious  fears  of  Washington  in  regard  to  what  might  take 
place  on  the  approaching  reduction  of  the  army,  were  in  some 
degree  realized.  After  the  meeting  with  the  French  army  at 
Vei-planck's  Point,  he  had  drawn  up  his .  forces  to  his  former  en- 
campment at  Newburg,  where  he  established  his  head-quarters 
for  the  winter.  In  the  leisure  and  idleness  of  a  winter  camp, 
the  discontents  of  the  army  had  time  to  ferment  The  arrear- 
ages of  pay  became  a  topic  of  constant  and  angry  comment,  as 
well  as  the  question,  whether  the  resolution  of  Congress,  grant- 
ing half  pay  to  officers  who  should  serve  to  the  end  of  the  war, 
would  be  carried  into  effect  Whence  were  the  funds  to  arise 
for  such  half  payt  The  national  treasury  was  empty;  the 
States  were  slow  to  tax  themselves ;  the  resource  of  foreign  loans 
was  nearly  exhausted.  The  articles  of  confederation  required 
the  concurrence  of  nine  States  to  any  act  appropriating  public 
money.  There  had  never  been  nme  States  in  favor  of  the  half 
pay  establishment ;  was  it  probable  that  as  many  would  concur 
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In  K[ipl*ing  >n<r  «cuttj  funds  tliM  tnt 

Koulil  Im  iiaponciMly  ilenutniled  tar  tata 

'    '  uiiis  knnnrii  In  ba  nnpc^mla 

iiiv.-wiiiy  Cir  their  servic«« 

1.  ilnmni  in  Uic  cumniiiiiity  1 

'Hk'  F'^ult  t>r  tlfHf  iHxlin^'  nmrcren 
Con);r(-M  in  D«cci»ber,  from  th»  otBton 
th«  ftnnv,  i^prcsenting  the  hartlsbipa  of 
tti&t  a  (({jn'tfic  flitiu  shualil  l«  granted  tbi 
kUj  iJdv,  itntl  as  a  comiautktkiD  for  hi 
w«r«  <1(-pnt«<I  to  pn««-nt  the  memorial 
or^T  &i»l  p^)IUOte  JU  aoccMS. 

Tlie  mi-iiii>ria]  h'liie  r'tnv  Ui  aniinAt«<l 
Cangte«a.  Soiiio  membvrs  were  for  at 
founded  oD  engagements  entered  into  by 
for  referring  lb<Mn  to  the  respectire  Si 
Til*  winter  passed  away  >ritbout  any  di 
subject. 

On  the  loth  of  March,  1783,  an  anot 
UleJ  tbnnigh  the  camp,  calling  a  meetic 
next  ilav,  of  the  genera!  and  Reld-officen 
company,  aud  a  delegate  from  the  me 
a  ItttiT  just  roceived  from  their  repre 
pliia.  and  what  meaaufra,  if  any,  sbonli 
Ib.-it  redresa  of  grievances  which  they  seei 

On  the  following  morning  an  anonyn 
ters  i)f  the  armv  was  privately  put  into  d 
to  be  from  a  fellow-soldier,  wbo  bad  ah 
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mingled  in  their  dangers,  and  who  till  very  latelj  had  believed 
in  the  justice  of  his  country. 

"  After  a  pursuit  of  seven  long  years,'*  observed  he,  "  the 
object  for  which  we  set  out  is  at  length  brought  within  our  reach. 
Yes,  my  friends,  that  suffering  courage  of  yours  was  active  once ; 
it  has  conducted  the  United  States  of  America  through  a  doubtful 
and  bloody  war ;  it  has  placed  her  in  the  chair  of  independency, 
and  peace  returns  to  bless — whom  t  a  country  willing  to  redress 
your  wrongs,  cherish  your  worth,  and  reward  your  services  ?  a  coun- 
try courting  your  return  to  private  life,  with  tears  of  gratitude  and 
smiles  of  admiration,  longing  to  divide  with  you  that  indepen- 
dency which  your  gallantry  has  given,  and  those  riches  which 
your  wounds  have  preserved  t  Is  this  the  case  ?  or  is  it  rather  a 
country  that  tramples  upon  your  rights,  disdains  your  cries,  and 
insults  your  distresses  ?  Have  you  not  more  than  once  suggested 
your  wishes,  and  made  known  your  wants  to  Congress — wants 
and  wishes,  which  gratitude  and  policy  should  have  anticipated, 
rather  than  evaded  ?  And  have  you  not  lately,  in  the  meek  lan- 
guage of  entreating  memorials,  begged  from  their  justice  what 
you  could  no  longer  expect  from  their  favor?  How  have  you 
been  answered  ?  Let  the  letter,  which  you  are  called  to  consider 
to-morrow,  make  reply! 

"  If  this,  then,  be  your  treatment,  while  the  swords  you  wear 
are  necessary  for  the  defence  of  America,  what  have  you  to  ex- 
pect from  peace,  when  your  voice  shall  sink,  and  your  strength 
dissipate  by  division ;  when  those  very  swords,  the  instruments 
and  companions  of  your  glory,  shall  be  taken  from  your  sides, 
and  no  remaining  mark  of  military  distinction  left  but  your 
wants,  infirmities,  and  scars?  Can  you  then  consent  to  be  the 
only  sufferers  by  this  Revolution,  and,  retiring  from  the  fields 
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wliiiilili  jmmmL  al  thu  Efc  w  (Awit7,  vUek  haa  Utkota 

bWB  ^iat  is  kanor  T     If  ytn  csn,  go,  and  caaj  witk  ;aa  tba 

van^  Ob  pi^  af  Ob  wbcU!     Oe^  ^mm  wd  ha  tmg*tm\ 
Bitt  if  ywr  qniti  Aadd  nvoh  at  Oiii  if  jna  kwa  mm 


b  it  a»7  SMBH,  ■hariwr  it  be  *•  ;!■■  coil  irf  i» 
,  or  Iba  qiliwiliil  lotn  af  iDjral^;  ^  T"*  ^■*"  7^ 
laaraed  to  ifjirriinirtf  batwean  a  pai^  aad  a  caaa^  betaMi 

men  and  principles ;  vnke,  attend  to  jam  wtaation,  and  tedm 
jronndrea!  If  the  [veaeiit  moment  be  lost,  vwtrj  fbtme  efixt 
it  ia  run  ;  and  joar  threats  tbeo  wiD  be  as  onptj  as  yoni  (d- 
treatiet  now. 

"  I  woold  adviae  yon,  there&re,  to  cwnc  to  aorae  final  optka 
npon  what  70a  can  bear,  and  what  70a  will  soffir.  If  jmir  i^ 
termination  be  in  anj  proportion  to  jaai  wmigB,  cany  jmr 
appeal  from  the  jnstice  to  the  Csara  of  gorenunent.  Cbange  tls 
milk-and-water  style  of  your  last  monoriaL  Aaanme  a  boUa 
tone,  deceDt,  bat  lively,  spirited,  and  detennined;  and  saqiKt 
the  man,  who  would  adrise  to  more  moderation  and  Itrngvis' 
bearance.  Let  two  or  three  men,  who  can  feelas  well  as  write, 
be  appointed  to  draw  ap  yoni  but  rtaMmHraitoe,  tor  I  would  no 
longer  giro  it  the  taing,  soft,  nnsocceasfiJ  epithet  of  maurid 
Let  it  represent  in  language,  that  will  neither  diabtKior  yon  ij 
its  rudeness,  nor  betray  yon  by  its  fears,  what  has  been  piomiwd 
by  Congress,  and  what  has  been  performed ;  how  long  and  bov 
PMiently  yon  hare  snared ;  bow  little  yon  have  asked,  and  ha« 
net  of  that  little  hsa  been  denied.     Tell  them,  that,  tboagh 
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yoa  were  the  first,  and  would  wish  to  bo  the  last,  to  encounter 
danger,  though  despair  itself  can  never  drive  you  into  dishonor, 
it  may  drive  you  from  the  field ;  that  the  wound,  often  irritated 
and  never  healed,  may  at  length  become  incurable ;  and  that  the 
slightest  mark  of  indignity  from  Congress  now,  must  operate 
like  the  grave,  and  part  you  for  ever;  that,  in  any  political 
event,  the  army  has  its  alternative.  If  peace,  that  nothing  shall 
separate  you  from  your  arms  but  death ;  if  war,  that  courting 
the  auspices,  and  inviting  the  direction  of  your  illustrious  leader, 
you  will  retire  to  some  unsettled  country,  smile  in  your  turn,  and 
'  mock  when  their  fear  cometh  on.'  But  let  it  represent,  also,  that 
.  should  they  comply  with  the  request  of  your  late  memorial,  it 
would  make  you  more  happy  and  them  more  respectable ;  that, 
while  war  should  continue,  you  would  follow  their  standard  into 
the  field ;  and  when  it  came  to  an  end,  you  would  withdraw  into 
the  shade  of  private  life,  and  give  the  world  another  subject  of 
wonder  and  applause ;  an  army  victorious  over  its  enemies,  vic- 
torious over  itself" 

This  bold  and  eloquent,  but  dangerous  appeal,  founded  as  it 
was  upon  the  wrongs  and  sufferings  of  a  gallant  army  and  the 
shameful  want  of  sympathy  in  tardy  legislators,  called  for  the 
full  exercise  of  Washington's  characteristic  firmness,  caution  and 
discrimination.  In  general  orders  he  noticed  the  anonymous 
paper,  but  expressed  his  confidence  that  the  good  sense  of  officers 
would  prevent  them  from  paying  attention  to  such  an  irregular 
invitation  ;  which  he  reprobated  as  disorderly.  With  a  view  to 
counteract  its  effects,  he  requested  a  like  meeting  of  officers  on 
the  15th  instant,  to  hear  the  report  of  the  committee  deputed  to 
Ck>ngre88.  "  After  mature  deliberation,"  added  he,  "  they  will 
devise  what  further  measures  ought  to  be  adopted  as  most  ra- 
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ttunal  &nd  best  c-alcul«i«ii  to  obutin  Uiw  joct  Mid  importaai  object 

Un  the  following  da;  anoiher  onoDymoaa  address  was  i^inD- 
Ut«>l,  writWn  in  ■  more  mixirfato  tone,  bnt  to  the  nme  poq-irt 
« ith  the  firit,  nnd  nffit-ting  lo  ooostrue  the  gvn<.'ra]  ordure  JiiEu 
ail  appiohalion  i>f  thr  otijtvl  eought;  only  chaaging  iki-  day 
afi">tiin-ri  r^r  ituf  rawting.  •■  Till  now,"  it  obeetved,  "  llie  cmi- 
Hiandcr-int-bii'f  h*<  rvgardod  tbe  steps  you  have  taken  for  re- 
dri^ui  MJtli  giHid  wifthee  alontr;  Ids  ostensiMe  sUence  hati  author- 
itt".!  yimr  meeting*,  and  his  priTntc  opinion  sanctified  your 
ulainis,  Hail  he  diiJilird  the  object  in  view,  woald  not  tbe  same 
wnw  (if  duty  wUiob  fnrbmle  you  from  nietriing  on  tbe  tliird  day 
of  the  week,  bare  forbidden  70a  from  meeting  on  the  Mventht 
Ii  not  the  same  subject  held  ap  to  fotir  view!  and  has  it  not 
passed  tbe  seal  of  office,  and  taken  all  tbe  Bolenmity  of  an 
orderl  This  will  give  system  to  your  proceeding*,  and  stability 
to  your  resolves,"    Ac,  Ac. 

On  Saturday,  the  15th  of  March,  the  meeting  tocA  place. 
Washington  had  prerioosly  sent  for  the  crfficers,  one  by  one,  in 
private,  and  enlarged  on  the  loss  of  character  to  the  whole  army, 
that  would  result  from  intemperate  resolnttans.  At  the  meeting, 
General  Oat«s  was  called  to  the  chair.  Washington  roee  and 
apologized  for  appearing  there,  which  he  had  not  intended  to  do 
when  he  issued  the  order  directing  the  assemblage.  The  dili- 
gence, however,  which  had  been  used  in  circnlatiag  anonymooi 
writings,  rendered  it  necessary  he  should  give  bis  sentimenlB  (0 
the  army,  on  the  nature  and  tendency  at  them.  He  had  taken 
this  opporuinity  to  do  so,  and  had  committed  his  tbooglita  lo 
writing,  which,  with  the  indnlgence  of  his  brother  offioei^  1m 
Would  take  tb«  Ubertf  of  leadiug  to  tbem. 
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then  ptoceeded  to  read  a  forcible  and  feeling  iwldre8a, 
pointing  out  the  irregularity  aad  impropriety  of  the  rewm 
imonytnouB  Biiinnioiig,-atid  the  dangerous  nature  of  the  anuny- 
tDiiua  address ;  a  productioo,  as  he  observed,  addressed  more  to 
feelings  and  pnanons  than  Ut  the  judgment!  drawn  with 
peat  art,  calculated  to  impresa  the  mind  with  an  idea  of  pre- 
leditatod  injustiee  lu  the  socereign  power  of  the  Unilwl  Stat«e, 
and  (o  ruuse  all  thuRe  resentments  which  must  unavoidably  flow 
bom  Huch  a  belief. 

On  these  principles  he  had  opposed  the  irregular  and  hasty 

tueeting  appointed  in  the  anonymo-nii  summons,  not  from  a  disin- 

elination  lo  afford  oiliccrs  eiery  opportunity,  consistent  with  their 

and  the  dignity  of  the  army,  to  make  known  tlieir 

piep&nceB.       "  If  my  conduct  heretofore,"  sud  he,   "  has   not 

Bvinced  to  you,  that  I  hare  been  a  futhful  ■friend  to  the  army, 

ly  declaration  uf  it  at  thj^   time  would  be  tqually  unavailing 

nd  improper,     fiat  as  1  won  among  the  first  who  embarked  in 

le  cause  of  our  common  luuntry  ;  as  I  have  never  left  your  aide 

le  moment,  but  when  called  from  you  on  public  duly ;  an  I 

kve  been  the  constant  companion  tuid  witness  of  your  distrcssc*, 

ad  not  tunong  the  last  to  feel  and  acknowledge  your  merit* ;  u 

have  ever  considered  my  own  military  reputation  as  insi-pata- 

ly  connected  with  that  of  the  army ;  as  my  heart  has  ever  ex- 

{landed  with  joy  when  I  have  heard  its  praises,  and  my  indigna* 

isen  when  the  mouth  of  detraction  has  ix'cn  opened 

it  can  scarcely  be  supposed  at  this  lost  stage  of  ihs 

war  that  I  am  indifferent  to  its  interests."     •"•••• 

"  For  myself,"  observes  he,  in  another  part  of  his  address, 

■  recollection  of  the  cheerful  assistance  and  prompt  obediencA 

bave  experienced  from  you  under  everj  v\c\sn\.vk&e  (A  ' 
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briiiin  I  fn)  for  An  itrmy  T  htn  so  long  had  ' 
ml,  will  oblige  mc  bt  i)k-I)u«  in  this  pnbKa  j 
aad  nkaa  HMaaer,  th«t  for  lli«  KtUinmmt  nf  L-oraplete  joiliM  | 
ftr  d  jov  liOi  mi  iiigiii^  aai  A»  gnOka&m  cf  atnr 
lA*,  w  fcr  M  Iff  h»  Ju—  uiMhlmllj  wHh  &•  gmtdi^I 
«m  1^  B8—tij  mi  tbon  pmnn  «a  an  bisad  to  i«ip«^  ;<« 


"WbOa  I  «$TC  jon  Umm  iMfniBi,  and  {Mga  iffvdf  ii 
sal  knMT  to  «nct  whatortr  afaOiliMlan 


tfea»>tiiM^ 
ponensd  of  in  700*  bror,  let  na  witraat  yon,  geaUoMn,  oe 
jgur  part,  not  to  take  anj  meamiTM  whidi,  riewed  in  the  cala 
light  of  na«m,  will  lessen  the  dignitj  and  sally  the  glnrj  yon 
have  hitherto  maintained ;— let  me  request  70a  to  rdyoo  thr 
putted  laith  of  ycur  country,  and  place  a  fiiU  confidence  in  th» 
purity  of  the  intentions  of  Congress ;  that,  prevknis  to  your  di»- 
solation  as  an  army,  they  will  caose  all  your  aoconnts  to  be  falrlj 
liquidated,  ae  directed  in  the  reaulatiMu  which  were  pobliahed  to 
yoD  two  days  ago ;  and  that  they  will  adopt  the  moat  efiectasl 
measores  in  their  power  to  render  ample  jnatice  to  yon  for  your 
Eaithful  and  merilorioos  serrices.  And  let  me  conjure  yoo,  in  tlie 
name  of  our  common  country,  as  yon  value  yoor  own  saoied 
honor,  as  yon  reaped  the  ri^ts  of  humanity,  and  as  yoo  regard 
the  military  and  n«tioBal  character  of  America,  to  express  your 
utmost  horror  and  delestatitm  of  tbo  man  who  wishes,  under  and 
specious  pretences,  to  overturn  the  liberties  of  oar  conntry;  and 
who  wickedly  attempts  to  open  the  flood-^ates  of  civH  discord, 
and  deluge  our  rising  em]ure  in  blood.  By  thus  determining 
'  and  thus  acting,  you  will  porsoe  the  plain  and  direct  road  to  the 
attainment  of  you  wi^taa-,  yn  wiU.  dttCaat  Uie  insidkms  dcsigni 
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of  oar  enemies,  who  are  compelled  to  resort  from  open  force  to 
secret  artifice ;  you  will  give  one  more  distinguished  proof  of  un- 
exampled patriotism  and  patient  virtue,  rising  superior  to  the 
pressure  of  the  most  complicated  sufferings ;  and  you  will,  by  the 
dignity  of  your  conduct,  afford  occasion  for  posterity  to  say, 
when  speaking  of  the  glorious  example  you  have  exhibited  to 
mankind ; — '  Had  this  day  been  wanting,  the  world  had  never 
seen  the  last  stage  of  perfection  to  which  human  nature  is  capa- 
ble of  attaining.' " 

After  he  had  concluded  the  address,  he  observed,  that  as  a 
corroborating  testimony  of  the  good  disposition  in  Congress 
toward  the  army,  he  would  communicate  to  them  a  letter  re- 
ceived from  a  worthy  member  of  that  body,  who  on  all  occasions 
bad  approved  himself  their  fast  friend.  He  produced  an  able 
letter  from  the  Hon.  Joseph  Jones,  which,  while  it  pointed  out 
the  difficulties  and  embarrassments  of  Congress,  held  up  very 
forcibly  the  idea  that  the  army  would,  at  all  events,  be  gene- 
rously dealt  with. 

Major  Shaw,  who  was  present,  and  from  whose  memoir  wo 
note  this  scene,  relates  that  Washington,  after  reading  the  first 
paragraph  of  the  letter,  made  a  short  pause,  took  out  his  spec- 
tacles, and  begged  the  indulgence  of  his  audience  while  he  put 
them  on,  observing  at  the  same  time  that  he  had  grown  gray  in 
their  servke,  and  now  found  himsdf  growing  blind.  '^  There  was 
something,"  adds  Shaw,  <'so  natural,  so  unaffected,  in  this  ap- 
peal, as  rendered  it  superior  to  the  most  studied  oratory;  it 
forced  its  way  to  the  heart,  and  you  might  see  sensibility  moisten 
every  eye." 

"  Happy  for  America,"  continues  Major  Shaw,  "  that  she  has 
a  patriot  army,  and  equally  so  that  Washington  is  its  leader.     I 
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rejoice  to  the  opporUmity  1  lutrt  had 
•  yttirij  of  ntoktiuiu ;~— calm  and 
tB^  t  psiiiut  ud  parnnring  imdt 
tmidnmtc  and  puMwaing  htmaelf  in 
(!r*«t  IB  ihvM  qtuliflcaliona  dcMuro 
pi  Ar«il  to  me  more  trnlv  M  than  at 
■[NrakiDg  of.  On  other  nccuions  he 
viertimi  of  ail  anny  and  the  otninte 
thu  hn  rUkkI  sin^'lM  and  oloue.  Th( 
pamioaa  of  an  anny  which  were  t 
l«ail  i  bol  it  naa  f^nrntlly  allowed 
ilangi-niiw,  anil  moderation  had  eta 
liifop  •.-trciini!>taii(.-i>D  he  aj;peaTe<!,  nc 
bill,  as  it  were,  lu  op|XMitioD  to  th 
mrat  tbi'  inUtreats  of  the  anny  and 
(vmptititinn  !  He  ■poke.^-cverx  6t 
tido  of  patriotiam  rolled  again  in  its 
niAii !  V^'hat  lie  says  of  thtt  army  a 
I>Ii.d  to  his  own  L-hanwlt^r:— -Had 
w<irli]  \i3ii  never  seen  the  last  stage  ( 
uulnrc  ia  capable  of  attaining.'"" 

The  moment  Washington  relin 
n-swlution  was  moved  by  the  warm 
(rt-ncTal  Putnam,  and  passed  ananim 
officers  reciprocated  his  affectionate  t 
mut'crity  of  which  the  human  heart 
resolutions,  deilaring  that  no  circnmi 
should  induce  a  conduct  cahn)lat«d 
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glorj  acquired  at  the  price  of  their  hlood  and  eight  years'  faith- 
ful senrices ;  that  they  continued  to  have  an  unshaken  confidence 
in  the  justice  of  Congress  and  their  country ;  and  that  the  com- 
mander-in-chief should  he  reqi^y^ted  to  write  to  the  President  of 
Congress,  earnestly  entreating  a  speedy  decision  on  the  late  ad- 
dress forwarded  hy  a  committee  of  the  army. 

A  letter  was  accordingly  written  hy  Washington,  hreathing 
that  generous,  yet  well-tempered  spirit,  with  which  he  ever 
pleaded  the  cause  of  the  army. 

*^  The  result  of  the  proceedings  of  the  grand  convention  of 
officers,**  said  he,  ''which  I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing  to  your 
Excellency  for  the  inspection  of  Congress,  will,  I  flatter  myself, 
be  considered  as  the  last  glorious  proof  of  patriotism  which  could 
have  been  given  by  men  who  aspired  to  the  distinction  of  a 
patriot  army,  and  will  not  only  confirm  their  claim  to  the  jus- 
tice, but  will  increase  their  title  to  the  gratitude,  of  their 
country. 

**  Having  seen  the  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the  army  ter- 
minate with  perfect  unanimity,  and  in  a  manner  entirely  conso- 
nant to  my  wishes;  being  impressed  with  the  liveliest  senti- 
ments of  aflfection  for  those  who  have  so  long,  so  patiently,  and 
so  cheerfully  suffered  and  fought  under  my  immediate  direction ; 
having,  from  motives  of  justice,  duty  and  gratitude,  spontane- 
ously offered  myself  as  an  advocate  for  their  rights ;  and  having 
been  requested  to  write  to  your  Excellency,  earnestly  entreating 
the  most  speedy  decision  of  Congress  upon  the  subjects  of  the 
late  address  from  the  army  to  that  honorable  body ;  it  only  re- 
mains for  me  to  perform  the  task  I  have  assumed,  and  to  inter- 
cede on  their  behalf  as  I  now  do,  that  the  sovereign  power  will 
be  pleased  to  rerify  the  predictions  I  have  pronounced,  and 
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the  oonfldenoe  the  army  httfe  npoiad  m  iikm  jwlieo  of 
oomitiy* 

After  leferring  to  fiyniMr  lUjiwiinUtimw  made  bj  Vm  In 
CongreMy  on  tlie  sabject  of  a  half  pay  to  be  granted  to  oikm 
fi>r  life,  he  adds:  ^li^  beades  the  simple  payment  of  their wagei, 
a  ftflrther  compenaation  is  not  doe  to  the  sofferingB  and  nentcm 
of  the  offioera,  then  have  I  been  mistaken  indeed.     If  the  whob 
army  have  not  merited  whatever  a  grateful  people  can  bestov, 
then  have  I  been  beguiled  by  prejudice  and  built  ofnnion  on  the 
basis  of  error.    If  this  country  should  not^  in  the  event,  peifeim 
every  thing  iHiich  has  been  requested  in  the  late  memorial  to 
.   Congress,  then  will  my  belief  become  vain,  and  the  hope  that  hii 
been  excited,  void  of  foundation.     And  if^  as  has  been  suggested 
for  the  purpose  of  inflaming  their  passions,  ^  the  officers  of  the 
army  arc  to  be  the  only  sufferers  by  the  Revolution ;  if,  retiring 
from  the  field,  they  are  to  grow  old  in  poverty,  wretchedness^ 
and  contempt ;  if  tliey  are  to  wade  through  the  vile  mire  of  de- 
pendency, and  owe  the  miserable  remnant  of  that  life  to  charity, 
which  has  hitlicrto  been  spent  in  honor;*    then  shall  I  have 
learned  what  ingratitude  is,  then  shall  I  have  realized  a  tile 
which  will  embitter  every  moment  of  my  future  life.     But  I  am 
under  no  such  apprehensions.     A  country,  rescued  by  their  arms 
from  impending  ruin,  will  never  leave  unpaid  the  debt  of  grati- 
tude." 

This  letter  to  the  President  was  accompanied  by  other  letteis 
to  members  of  Congress ;  all  making  similar  direct  and  eloquent 
appeals.  The  subject  was  again  taken  up  in  Congress,  nine 
States  concurred  in  a  resolution  conmiuting  the  half  pay  into  a 
sum  equal  to  ^re  years'  whole  pay;  and  the  whole  matter, 
at  one    moment    so    fraught    with    danger    to    the    republic 
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tiupough  Uie  temperate  unsdom  of  Washington,   was  happ 
adjusted. 

The  anonymous  addresses  to  the  army,  which  were  considei 
at  the  time  so  insidious  and  inflammatory,  and  which  certaii 
w«re  ill-jadged  and  dangerous,  have  since  been  avowed  by  Gi 
enl  John  Armstrong,  a  man  who  has  sustained  with  great  ere 
to  Inmself  various  eminent  posts  under  our  government  At  1 
time  of  writing  them  he  was  a  young  man,  aide-de-camp  to  Gh 
enl  Gates,  and  he  did  it  at  the  request  of  a  number  of  his  i 
kv-offioers,  indignant  at  the  neglect  of  their  just  claims  by  G( 
gran,  and  in  the  belief  that  the  tardy  movements  of  that  be 
leqnired  the  spur  and  the  lash.  Washington,  in  a  letter  da 
ttd  January,  1797,  says,  "  I  have  since  had  sufficient  reason 
bdieving  that  the  object  of  the  author  was  just,  honorable, « 
friendly  to  the  country,  though  the  means  suggested  by  him  w 
Dertamly  liable  to  much  misunderstanding  and  abuse.** 


CHAPTER   XXXII. 


At  Icogtb  wrivod  the  wubed-fiir  nen  tt  peace.  A  gaml 
trefttjr  bad  been  ngsed  at  Puis  on  the  SOth  of  iaxmarj.  An 
armed  vevel,  the  Trinnipb,  bdonging  to  tha  Oaaalt  H'EMta^ 
■quadran,  arrived  at  Philadelpliia  from  Cadis,  on  tbe  23d  i' 
March,  bringing  a  letter  from  Uw  Harqais  de  La&yette,  to  tli« 
President  of  Coogren,  communicating  the  inteQigence.  In  » 
fev  dayi  Sir  Gay  Cailecoa  informed  Washington  hj  ktter,  thit 
be  was  ordered  to  procUim  a  ccwatiMi  ctf  hostilities  by  m  ■>' 
land. 

A  similar  proclamatioD  issued  by  Coogren,  was  receiTed  bf 
Washington  on  tbe  17tb  of  ApriL  Bung  tmatxxnnpaniecl  bf 
any  inBtnictiona  reelecting  the  discha^  of  the  part  of  tbe  tat] 
with  him,  should  the  measure  be  deemed  necessary,  he  faonJ 
himself  in  a  perplexing  sitnation. 

The  accounts  of  peace  reoeired  at  difierent  times,  had  tvbA 
an  expectation  in -the  minds  of  those  of  his  troops  that  bad  engiged 
"  for  the  war,"  that  a  speedy  diacha^e  most  be  the  oonseqneBce  cf 


«I 


,    PLEA    FOR    THE    SOLDIERS. 


3S9 


B  proclamatuiii.     Must  of  them  could  not  distinguish  between  a 
[IcUtiiAtion  of  a  i:«ssalion  of  hostilities  and  a  definilire  dec Ur&tion 
MCt  and  might  consider  any  further  claim  on  llieir  military 
vices  an  act  of  injuBticc     It  was  becoming  difficult  to  «tiJbn:e 
k  discipline  necessary  lo  the  coherence  of  an  army.     Washing- 
h  represented  these  circumstances  in  a  letter  to  the  president, 
estly  entreated  a  prompt  detarm illation  on  the  part  nt 
igreu,  as  to  what  vras  to  lie  tlie  [leriod  of  the  services  of  these 
IDt  And  hon  he  nas  to  act  respecting  their  discharge. 
f  One  suggestion  of  his  letter  is  expressive  of  his  strong  aym- 
lliy  with  the  patriot  soldier,  and  h,ts  knowledge  of  wlutt  formed 
kiatter  of  pride  with  the  poor  fellows  who  bad  served  and  suf- 
iinder  him.     He  urged  that,  in  discharging  those  who  had 
ingaged  "for  the  war,"  the  non-commissioued  ofliceTs  and 
diere  should  be  allowed  to  take  with  them,  as  their  own  prop- 
It^,  and  as  a  gratuity,  their  arms  and  accoutrements.     "This 
L"  observes  he,  "  would  rai»e  pleasing  sensations  ia  the  minds 
(these  wortjiy  and  faithful  men,  who,  from  tjieir  early  engag- 
n  the  war  at  moderate  bounties,  and  from  their  patient  con* 
lance  under  innumerable  distresses,  have  not  only  deserved 
ply  of  their  country,  but  have  obtained  an  honorable  distinc- 
t  those,  who,  with  shorter  terms,  have  gained  large  pecu- 
r  rL-wards.     This,  at  a  comparatively  small  expense,  would 
an  honorable  testimonial  from  Congress  of  the  regard 
r  bear  to  these  distinguished  worthies,  and  the  sense  they 
«  of  ihcir  suffering  virtues  and  services.     •••••• 

I  "  The«e  constant  companions  of  their  toils,  preserved  with 

i  attention,  would  be  handed  down  from  the  present  possos- 

I  to  their  children,  as  honorary  badges  of  bravery  and  mili- 

f  msrlti  and  would  probably  be  brought  forth  on  some  fUtura 
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ooe^aa,  with  prida  and  wnJt«aoB,  to  U  iafioiii  ^h  *» 
MM  miUUiyHdoraad  (■■iTwIiuii  m  dM  haads  itf  pnlid^  « 
O^ban  baea  naad  bj  tbrir  fcwftthan  in  Aapnarat  hiA- 

I  «r  a 


TUa  lettK  da^atd^  ba  Bolttad  in  gnnl  oi^b  Art  At 
Bwaalinn  rf  hoatilMaa  dndd  bs  pndauaad  at  noonoateU- 
lowing  d^,  and  loul  in  tba  arwog  attba  bead  rf  ersj  Hp- 
ment  and  eoqia  of  tba  annj,  "attarvUBb,"  adds iM^^tbdi^ 
laina  wilb  tba  aeraial  brigadaa  will  lendar  tbuka  ta  Ibqgklj 
God  far  aD  faia  bkoms  FHtiaidMl  j  far  Ua  ownli^  As  n* 
of  man  to  bii  own  glory,  and  caoBiiig  the  rage  erf  «mr  to  cmh 
amoDg  the  nations." 

Having  noticed  that  this  aaspicvna  dav,  the  19th  of  Aj^ 
completed  the  eighth  jear  of  the  war,  and  was  the  annirenKt 
of  the  eventful  conflict-at  Lexington,  he  went  on  in  gtvtni 
orders,  to  imprera  apon  the  army  a  proper  idea  of  the  d^iM 
part  they  *er«  called  apon  to  act. 

"Th«  generons  task  ibr  which  we  first  flew  to  itnnt  beinf 
accomplished  ;  the  liberties  of  our  conntrr  being  foUT  sckn^- 
ledged,  and  firmly  secured,  and  the  characters  of  those  who  bu* 
persevered  throng  evny  extremity  of  hardship.  Bofieiing,  ■b' 
danger,  being  immortalised  by  the  illnstrioas  appellation  d  If* 
patrioi  iBtmf,  nothing  now  remains,  bat  for  the  acton  of  tin 
mighty  acene  to  preserve  a  perfect,  nararring  connstencr  i 
character,  thioagh  the  veiy  last  act,  to  close  Xhn  drama  mth  f 
planse,  and  to  retire  from  the  military  theatre  with  the  sum 
approbation  of  angeU  and  men  which  has  crowned  all  their  iir- 
mer  virtuous  actions." 

The ■WA*t^Vo«i».\iftt»A written  to  the  pieaident  prodneeJ* 
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reBolation  in  Ccmgress,  that  the  service  of  the  men  engaged  in 
the  war  did  not  expire  until  the  ratification  of  the  definitive  arti- 
ties  of  peace ;  but  that  the  commander-in-chief  might  grant  fur- 
loughs to  *8uch  as  he  thought  proper,  and  that  they  should  be 
idlowed  to  take  their  arms  with  them. 

Washington  availed  himself  freely  of  this  permission :  fur- 
loughs were  granted  without  stint ;  the  men  set  out  singly  or  in 
mudl  parties  for  their  rustic  homes,  and  the  danger  and  inconve- 
nience were  avoided  of  disbanding  large  masses,  at  a  time,  of 
onpaid  soldiery.  Now  and  then  were  to  be  seen  three  or  four  in 
%  group,  bound  probably  to  the  same  neighborhood,  beguiling  the 
way  with  camp  jokes  and  camp  stories.  The  war-worn  soldier 
was  always  kindly  received  at  the  farm-houses  al6ng  the  road, 
where  he  might  shoulder  his  gun  and  fight  over  his  battles. 
The  men  thus  dismissed  on  furlough  were  never  caUed  upon  to 
rejoin  the  army.  Once  at  home,  they  sank  into  domestic  life ; 
their  weapons  were  hung  up  over  their  fire-places ;  military  tro- 
phies of  the  Revolution  to  be  prized  by  future  generations. 

In  the 'mean  time  Sir  Quy  Carleton  was  making  preparations 
for  the  evacuation  of  the  City  of  New  York.  The  moment  he 
had  received  the  royal  order  for  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  he 
had  written  for  all  the  shipping  that  could  be  procured  from 
Europe  and  the  West  Indies.  As  early  as  the  27th  of  April  a 
fleet  had  sailed  for  dififerent  parts  of  Nova  Scotia,  carrying  off 
about  seven  thousand  persons,  with  all  their  effects.  A  great 
part  of  these  were  troops,  but  many  were  royalists  and  refugees, 
exiled  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States.  They  looked  forward 
with  a  dreary  eye  to  their  voyage,  ^'  bound,*'  as  one  of  them  said, 
^  to  a  country  where  there  were  nine  months  of  winter  and  three 
months  of  cold  weather  every  year.** 
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On  die  Cth  of  M»t  a  p 
Wuhmgton  w>(l  Sir  City  mt  Oran| 
pOTU  in  tlic  Unitol  StAt<«,  hdd  b; 
deliiqry  of  >11  pm|jerty  atipulMed  I 
U>  the  Anit^ricviv  On  tbe  8Ui  oT  Si 
S.  Sniiili,  »ui)  I>»ni«l  Pkrki!r,  wtn  i 
inB])«cl  will  auperinltmO  al  New  Tor 
«D(I  property,  iit  futfUroeiit  of  tW 
ruiional  trciiy. 

While  H>in«M  *ud  licepair  pn 
Kfu^rcM  in  Xcw  York,  the  ufficon 
HudwHi  were  not  without  gloumy  fei 
upproHchiag  ee[>aratii>n  frtim  each  i)t 
and  b«rtlshi|)a,  sLareii  in  cuuimor 
wvltltiil  thuir  hearts  together,  nud 
asunder.  I'rouiptcd  hy  such  f^in| 
fur  ^-eueivus  impulses,  eo^csled,  u 
frii'iidshipa  thuG  funned,  and  keeping 
camji,  the  furmation  of  a  society  ooi 
aruiy.  The  Bu^-<,'cstion  met  with  on 
hearty  approbation  of  Washingtmi. 

Meetings  were  beltl,  at  which  th 
(iflk'er,  presided.  A  plan  was  dr*ftt 
of  Geui^ralB  Knox,  Hand,  and  Httnt 
and  tiie  society  was  organized  at  a 
Hay,  at  the  barun's  quarters  in  the 
Fishkill. 

Ity  ita  formola,  the  officers  of  the 
solemn  manner  combined  themselves 
to  endure  as  long  as  they  should  ei 
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male  posterity,  and  in  failure  thereof,  their  collateral  branches 
who  might  be  judged  worthy  of  being  its  supporters  and  mem- 
bers. In  memory  of  the  illustrious  Boman,  Lucius  Quintius 
Cincinnatus,  who  retired  from  war  to  the  peaceful  duties  of  the 
citizen,  it  was  to  be  called  "The  Society  of  the  Cincinnati.'* 
The  objects  proposed  by  it  were  to  preserve  inviolate  the  rights 
and  liberties  for  which  they  had  contended;  to  promote  and 
cherish  national  honor  and  union  between  the  States ;  to  main- 
tain brotherly  kindness  toward  each  other,  and  extend  relief  to 
luch  officers  and  their  fiounilies  as  might  stand  in  need  of  it 

In  order  to  obtain  funds  for  the  purpose,  each  officer  was  to 
contribute  one  month's  pay,  the  interest  only  to  be  appropriated 
to  the  relief  of  the  unfortunate.  .  The  general  society,  for  the 
sake  of  frequent  communications,  was  to  be  divided  into  State 
societies,  and  these  again  into  districts.  The  general  society  was 
to  meet  annually  on  the  first  Monday  in  May,  the  State  societies 
on  each  4th  of  July,  the  districts  as  often  as  should  be  agreed  on 
by  the  State  society. 

The  society  was  to  have  an  insignia  called  "  The  Order  of 
the  Cincinnati."  It  was  to  be  a  golden  American  eagle,  bearing 
on  its  breast  emblematical  devices ;  this  was  to  be  suspended  by 
a  deep-blue  ribbon  two  inches  wide,  edged  with  white ;  significa- 
tive of  the  union  of  America  with  France. 

Individuals  oi  the  respective  States,  distinguished  for  patriot- 
ism and  talents,  might  be  admitted  as  honorary  members  for 
life ;  their  numbers  never  to  exceed  a  ratio  of  one  to  four.  The 
French  ministers  who  had  officiated  at  Philadelphia,  and  the 
French  admirals,  generals,  and  colonels,  who  had  served  in  the 
United  States,  were  to  be  presented  with  the  insignia  of  the 
order,  and  invited  to  become  members. 
VOL.  IT. — 17* 
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WMbioKton  wu  dunaen  tuuofai 
rimt  of  ii,  uniil  tj^  fint  gencnl  tn 
1784. 

On  Um  8tb  of  JuIl^  Wubingfa 
pmntoraof  tbswroni  SutMou  tl 
of  iba  viDV.  Th«  opeufng  of  Et  fa 
tbe  MTftw  <titial  nf  priraM  Hfe,  whld 
pinra*  Uiron|[lunit  the  iiunna  and 
l.m  Uie  fall  fniilion  nf  wUicli  h«  wu 

"  The  fCTcat  nbjwl,"  mA  he,  *'  Ii 
luiU  an  Ajtpiiliitmi.'ut  ill  the  servtc* 
jiliiliM,  I  *tn  n»w  pre{>AriDg  to  T«l 
m^nt  wliidi.  il  i«  wi-U  known.  I  left 
n  ri'tiri-niiMit  fur  which  I  have  nev 
l':<ng  aixl  painful  ahBence,  and  in  7 
ond  iwuUe  of  the  world)  I  mediu 
lifi.'  in  a  st»U<  of  unduturhed  repose. 

His  Ictler  then  described  the  ei 
ccHB  of  America.  "  Snie  lords  and 
i-ontinent,  romprrJicndiug  all  the  ' 
the  world,  and  abounding  with  all  I 
rnccs  of  lifr ;  anil  acknowledged  poi 
^iid  iudependcuoy.*  "This  is  the  t 
litical  pn'bation ;  this  is  tlie  moment 
world  are  turned  npon  them  ;  this  i 
ruin  tlieir  nstional  character  for  erei 
ment  to  giVe  such  a  lone  to  the  fede 
ble  it  to  answer  the  ends  of  its  ini 
Diument  for  relaxing  the  powers  of 
c«inont  of  the  confederation,  and  eij 
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of  European  politics,  which  may  play  one  State  against  another, 
to  prevent  their  growing  importance,  and  to  serve  their  own  in- 
terested purposes. 

**  With  this  conviction  of  the  importance  of  the  present  crisis, 
sOence  in  me  woald  be  a  crime.  I  will  therefore  speak  the  lan- 
guage of  freedom  and  sincerity  without  disguise. 

^*  I  am  aware,  however,"  continues  he,  modestly,  "  that  those 
who  differ  from  me  in  political  sentiment  may  perhaps  remark, 
that  I  am  stepping  out  of  the  proper  line  of  my  duty,  and  may 
possibly  ascribe  to  arrogance  or  ostentation,  what  I  know  is  the 
lesnlt  of  the  purest  intention.  But  the  rectitude  of  my  own 
heart,  which  disdains  such  unworthy  motives ;  the  part  I  have 
hitherto  acted  in  life ;  the  determination  I  have  formed  of  not 
taking  any  share  in  public  business  hereafter ;  the  ardent  desire 
I  feel,  and  shall  continue  to  manifest,  of  quietly  enjoying,  in  pri- 
vate life,  after  all  the  toils  of  war,  the  benefits  of  a  wise  and  lib- 
eral government ;  will,  I  flatter  myself,  sooner  or  later  convince 
my  countrymen  that  I  could  have  no  sinister  views  in  de- 
livering, with  so  little  reserve,  the  opinions  contained  in  this 
address.*" 

He  then  proceeded  ably  and  eloquently  to  discuss  what  he 
considered  the  four  things  essential  to  the  well-being,  and  even 
the  existence  of  the  United  States  as  an  independent  power. 

First  An  indissoluble  union  of  the  States  under  one  federal 
head,  and  a  perfect  acquiescence  of  the  several  States,  in  the  full 
exercise  of  the  prerogative  vested  in  such  a  head  by  the  consti- 
tution. 

Second.  A  sacred  regard  to  public  justice  in  discharging 
debts  and  fulfilling  contracts  made  by  Congress,  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  on  the  war. 
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Third.  The  adoption  of  k  prop< 
which  care  should  be  t&ken  to  plac 

Uuiou  on  a  regular,  uniform  And  effic 
uf  tbiei  coantry,"  futid  he,  "must  be  i 
of  our  Bccaritv,  and  the  first  effectnal 
]i  in  e.iseDttal,  lher«ior«,  that  the  si 
the  whole ;  that  the  fonnation  and 
the  continent  should  be  absolutely  i 
species  of  arms,  accoutrements  and  n 
intixxluced  in  every  part  uf  the  Unite 

And  Fourth.  A  dispoaition  anion, 
Smles  111  forget  Iival  prejudices  and 
(Miice.s>iiiin»^  and  lo  ^icriUce  iiidividii. 
osls  of  tlie  L'omi II unity. 

Thi'se  four  tilings  Washington 
which  the  glurioiis  cliaracler  must  be 
basis  ;  and  whoever  wuuld  dare  tit  t 
turn  the  slnicture,  under  whatever 
attempt  it,  will  merit  the  bitterest  e 
punishment  which  can  be  int^icted  by 

We  forbear  to  go  into  the  amplt 
with  which  he  expatiates  on  these  hea 
llie  sacred  inviolability  of  the  Union  j 
with  every  American  mind,  and  ought 
heart.  Nor  will  we  dwell  ujion  his  ti 
jift  of  the  half  pay  and  coninmtation 
which  began  to  be  considered  in  the 
'■  That  provision,"  said  he,  "  should  b. 
a  reasonable  comjwusation  offered  b; 
they  bad  nol,\iHi^  ^W  v:j  ^ve  to  the  i 


1788.]  dBOULAB  LETTEB  TO   THE  OOYERNORS. 

vices  then  to  be  performed.  It  was  the  only  means  to  prev 
total  dereliction  of  the  service.  It  was  a  part  of  their  hir 
may  be  allowed  to  say  it  was  the  price  of  their  blood  ai 
your  independency ;  it  is  therefore  more  than  a  common  de 
is  a  debt  of  honor.** 

Although  we  have  touched  npon  but  a  part  of  this  admi 
letter,  we  cannot  omit  its  affecting  close,  addressed  as  it  in 
each  indlvidnal  governor. 

^  I  have  thos  freely  declared  what  I  wished  to  make  ki 
before  I  surrendered  up  my  public  trust,  to  those  who  comn 
it  to  me.  The  task  is  now  accomplished.  I  now  bid  ad 
yoor  Excellency,  as  the  chief  magistrate  of  your  State,  a 
same  time  I  bid  a  last  farewell  to  the  cares  of  office  and  a 
employments  <^  public  life. 

"  It  remains,  then,  to  be  my  final  and  only  request,  that 
Excellency  will  conmiunicate  these  sentiments  to  your  legisl 
at  their  next  meeting,  and  that  they  may  be  considered  th< 
acy  of  one,  who  has  ardently  wished,  on  all  occasions,  to  h 
fbl  to  his  cotmtry,  and  who,  even  in  the  shade  of  retirement 
not  £eu1  to  implore  the  divine  benediction  on  it 

*'  I  now  make  it  my  earnest  prayer,  that  Grod  would 

yon,  and  the  State  over  which  you  preside,  in  his  holy  p 

lion ;  that  he  would  incline  the  hearts  of  the  citizens  to  cul 

a  spirit  of  subordination  and  obedience  to  government,  to 

tain  a  brotherly  affection  and  love  for  one  another,  for  the 

low-citizens  of  the  United  States  at  large,  and  particula 

brethren  who  have  served  in  the  field ;  and  finally,  that  he 

most  graciously  be  pleased  to  dispose  us  all  Uy  do  justice,  1 

mercy,  and  to  demean  ourselves  with  that  chanty,  hurailit 

pacific  temper  of  mind,  which   are  the  chararteristics  < 

17* 


UFK  or   WASBI 


Pirine  Anlbor  of  oar  U««aod  rdigioi 
pie  in  tl)(Mt>  thing*  vc  ctut  nvwr  hop 

WlitW  the  patriot  vmj,  eDcamp 
ingtoo,  bore  their  bajtlBhips  and  pri' 
tvtumnl  qaietl*  to  ihoir  buineit  will 
bat  the  wenpoiui  vith  which  they  b» 
muB  t  fthoul  aigfatf  newlj  rtcniited 
lino,  stuionexl  at  Lancaster,  enddea 
lio'l;  Tor  l'hEla(l«I|AiA,  to  deiMiul  r 
from  the  lo^slaturo  of  the  StUa- 
vcn  joined  by  abvut  two  handred  c 
and  proe«eded  on  th«  2d  of  June  « 
l>«y'>nel8  to  (he  Slate  House,  where 
executive  council  of  Pennsylvania  wi 

Placing  aratincts  at  e\-ery  door 
in  a  written  mcsaage  to  the  preside 
lailitary  violence  if  their  dcnunds  w 
coiirw  of  twenty  tnlnutes. 

Though  thcM  raenacBi  wen  dire 
eroracnt.  Congn-w  f'slt  itscJf  outrage 
and  blockaded  for  lereral  hoara  by  i 
IcM  the  State  of  Penniylvania  mi^l 
qiiato  protection,  it  adjourned  to  I 
Princeton  ;  sending  information,  in 
t»Ti  of  this  nutinoufl  outbreak. 

The  latter  immediately  detacfaM 
huiiJred  ven  to  qnell  the  mutiny  ai 
the  name  time,  in  a  letter  to  the  P: 
pressed  his  indication  and  distress 
"  t'ontemptiblo  in  numbers  and  equal 
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not  worthy  to  be  called  soldiers,**  insulting  the  sovereign  Mithor- 
ity  of  the  Union,  and  that  of  their  own  State.  He  vindicated  the 
army  at  large,  however,  from  the  stain  the  behavior  of  these  men 
might  cast  apon  it  These  were  mere  recruits,  soldiers  of  a  day, 
who  had  not  borne  the  heat  and  harden  of  the  war,  and  had  in 
reality  few  hardships  to  complain  of.  He  contrasted  their  con- 
dnct  with  that  of  the  soldiers  recently  forlong^ed ; — veterans, 
who  had  patiently  endured  hunger,  nakedness,  and  cold ;  who 
bad  suffered  and  bled  without  a  murmur,  and  who  had  retired, 
in  perfect  good  order,  to  their  homes,  without  a  settlement  of 
their  accounts  or  a  farthing  of  money  in  their  pockets.  While 
he  gave  vent  to  this  indignation  and  scorn,  roused  by  the  "  arro- 
gance and  folly  and  wickedness  of  the  mutineers,*'  he  declared 
that  he  could  not  sufficiently  admire  the  fidelity,  bravery,  and 
patriotism  of  the  rest  of  the  army. 

Fortunately,  before  the  troops  under  General  Howe  reached 
Philadelphia,  the  mutiny  had  been  suppressed  without  bloodshed. 
Several  of  the  mutineers  were  tried  by  a  court-martial,  two  were 
condemned  to  death,  but  ultimately  pardoned,  and  four  received 
(X>rporal  punishment. 

Washington  now  found  his  situation  at  head-quarters  irk- 
some ;  there  was  little  to  do,  and  he  was  liable  to  be  incessantly 
teased  with  applications  and  demands,  which  he  had  neither  the 
means  nor  power  to  satisfy.  He  resolved,  therefore,  to  while 
away  part  of  the  time  that  must  intervene  before  the  arrival  of 
the  definitive  treaty,  by  making  a  tour  to  the  northern  and  west- 
em  parts  of  the  State,  and  visiting  the  places  which  had  been 
the  theatre  of  important  military  transactions  He  had  another 
object  in  view ;  he  desired  to  facilitate  as  far  as  in  his  power  the 
operations  which  would  be  necessary  for  occupying,  as  soon  as 
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eranuux)  br  Britif^  Unnps,  tbc  poets  Kded  in  tbe  tmtj  <d 

fKKt. 

Qfrrcmor  ClinUm  acrompuiied  bim  on  tin  npedi^on-  Timj 
•et  oat  by  wat«r  from  Nevbur^,  ancended  Ute  Hudson  loAIbut, 
visiWd  Saratoga  and  tb«  acenc  of  BurgoTne's  «arTaider,  ob- 
barked  on  Lake  George,  «bM«  Ufbt  houa  bwl  been  protiMfbt 
^em,  mvened  thu  boftntifnl  Uk«  »o  full  of  luBtwie  iaUnM, 
ptocetdf^i  to  TicondorogB  and  OrowD  Poiot ;  and  afier  mvH 
noiiring  lluMM!  eventful  posts,  rMuniMi  u>  Scbeneclft'lT,  whioa 
they  pn>ovedi-d  up  the  valley  of  the  Mohawk  River,  "to  hav»t 
view,"  vrritM  Waahin^on,  "  of  that  tract  «f  coantry  vhkh  it  u 
EQuch  celebraied  for  the  fertility  of  its  Boil  and  the  beauty  of  iu 
ritnation."  Haring  reached  Fort  Schuyler,  formerly  Pon  Scut- 
wix,  they  cmaed  orer  to  Wood  Creek,  which  empties  into  Oimda 
L^ke,  and  affords  the  water  ccMnmoDicatiim  with  Ontario.  Tbtj 
'  then  traversed  the  country  to  the  head  of  the  easteni  branch  of 
the  Susquehanna,  and  riewed  Lake  Ots^o  aod  the  portage  be- 
tween that  lake  and  the  Mohawk  Rirer. 

Washington  returned  to  head-quarters  at  Newbnrg  on  tb« 
5th  of  August,  afler  a  tour  of  at  least  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
'miles,  performed  in  nineteen  days,  and  for  the  moot  part  on 
horseback.  In  a  letter  to  the  Chevalier  de  Chastellux,  writtoi 
two  or  three  months  afterwards,  and  giving  •  sketch  of  hii  toor 
through  what  was,  as  yet,  an  unstudied  wildeniess,  be  writes: 
"Prompted  by  these  actual  obserratioiw,  I  could  not  help  taking 
It  more  extensiTe  view  of  the  rant  inland  navigati<»i  c^  iboe 
United  States  from  maps  and  the  infomutiou  of  cdher«;  and 
could  not  but  be  struck  with  the  immense  extent  and  importance 
of  it,  and  with  the  goodness  of  that  Provideace  which  has  dolt 
its  fwron  Ut  ^a  ^^  «a  ^rofose  a  hand  j  would  to  God,  we  nar 
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have  wisdom  enough  to  improve  them.  I  shall  not  rest  con- 
tented till  I  have  explored  the  western  country,  and  traversed 
those  lines,  or  a  great  part  of  them,  which  have  given  bounds  to 
a  new  empire."  The  vast  advantages  of  internal  communication 
between  the  Hudson  and  the  great  lakes,  which  dawned  upon 
Washington's  mind  in  the  course  of  this  tour,  have  since  been 
realised  in  that  grand  artery  of  national  wealto,  the  Erie  CanaL 
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Bt  a  proclamation  of  Congress,  dated  18tb  of  October,  all  offi- 
cers ami  s»»l»lior8  al»k*nt  on  furlough  were  discharged  from  fur- 
ther KiTvio' ;  and  all  others  who  hail  engaged  to  serve  liuring  die 
war,  were  to  l»e  <lisi*harge<l  from  and  after  the  3d  of  November. 
A  Pinall  force  only,  composed  of  those  who  hatl  enlisted  for  & 
detiiiitt*  time,  were  to  be  regained  in  service  until  the  peace 
estaMlshmcnt  should  l>e  organizeil. 

In  general  orders  of  November  2d,  Washington,  after  advert- 
ing to  this  priK'lamatiou,  adds :  "  It  onlv  remains  for  the  com- 
mander-in-chief to  address  himself  once  more,  and  that  for  the 
last  time,  to  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  however  widely 
disjK'rstMl  the  individuals  who  compose  them  may  be,  and  to  bid 
them  an  affectionate  and  a  long  farewell." 

He  then  goes  on  to  make  them  one  of  those  paternal  ail- 
dresiies  wliich  so  eminently  characterize  his  relationship  with  bis 
armv,  so  different  from  that  of  anv  other  commander.  He  takes 
a  brief  view  of  the  glorious  struggle  from  which  they  had  just 
emerged ;  the  unpromising  circumstances  under  which  they  hud 
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undertaken  it,  and  the  signal  interposition  of  Providence  in  be- 
lialf  of  their  feeble  condition ;  the  unparalleled  perseverance  of 
the  American  armies  for  eight  long  years,  through  almost  every 
possible  suffering  and  discouragement ;  a  perseverance  which  he 
justly  pronounces  to  be  little  short  of  a  standing  miracle. 

Adverting  then  to  the  enlarged  prospects  of  happiness  opened 
1>7  the  confirmation  of  national  independence  and  sovereignty, 
and  the  ample  and  profitable  employments  held  out  in  a  Repub- 
lic so  happily  circumstanced,  he  exhorts  them  to  maintain  the 
strongest  attachment  to  the  union,  and  to  carry  with  them  into 
civil  society  the  most  conciliatory  dispositions ;  proving  them- 
sdves  not  less  virtuous  and  useful  as  citizens,  than  they  had  been 
Tictorious  as  soldiers ;  feeling  assured  that  the  private  virtues  of 
economy,  prudence,  and  industry  would  not  be  less  amiable  in 
civil  life,  than  the  more  splendid  qualities  of  valor,  perseverance, 
and  enterprise  were  in  the  field. 

After  a  warm  expression  of  thanks  to  the  officers  and  men 
for  the  assistance  he  had  received  from  every  class,  and  in  every 
instance,  he  adds : 

''  To  the  various  branches  of  the  army  the  General  takes  this 
last  and  solemn  opportunity  of  professing  his  invariable  attach- 
ment and  friendship.  He  wishes  more  than  bare  professions 
were  in  his  power ;  that  he  was  really  able  to  be  useful  to  them 
an  in  future  life.  He  flatters  himself,  however,  they  will  do  him 
the  justice  to  believe,  that  whatever  could  with  propriety  be 
attempted  by  him  has  been  done. 

^'  And  being  now  to  conclude  these  his  last  public  orders,  to 
take  his  ultimate  leave  in  a  short  time  of  the  military  character, 
and  to  bid  a  final  adieu  to  the  armies  he  has  so  long  had  the 
honor  to  command,  he  can  only  offer  in  their  behalf  his  recom- 
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to  thrfr  gwtifci  moll  J,  uad  Mi  fn^HitottiGal 
ofanvflb  Hay  «aplfi  JMlin  1»  doM  IkHi  hfln^  «i  aay  d» 
cbomtl  of  Hmvob*!  &Ton,  bodi  han  aad  hiwllog,  ottad  Aon 
vbo,  onder  the  Dinno  moKpomf  kwo  ateoni  """■■**■■"•  Um* 
ingi  fisr  olhon.  With  then  «iihi%  and  tfaii  benwfetko,  thi 
oonBoodoiwitt-chiof  b  about  to  ntiio  from  aemoe.  Tbo  eaitiiB 
of  ■epanrtion  will  aoon  be  drawn,  and  the  militaiy  aeene  to  luiii 
will  be  doeed  bt  ever.** 

Theio  waa  a  atia^pbtfimraid  ■laplici^  in  WaaUngton^t  ad- 
dranni  to  hia  anny;  thej  were  bo  void  of  tnndd  phxases  or 
riietorical  emhelliahinenta;  the  connacli  ghren  in  than  were  lo 
■oond  and  practicable  i  the  'fiselings  apneeed  in  than  lo  kinil 
and  benevolent ;  end  ao  perfectly  in  accordance  with  hia  dianc- 
ter  and  conduct,  that  they  alwaya  had  an  irreaiatiUe  effect  on  the 
mdeat  and  rougheat  hearta. 

A  ])eraon  who  was  preaent  at  the  breaking  np  of  the  annj, 
and  whom  we  have  had  freqoent  occasion  to  cite,  obaerves,  on 
the  conduct  of  the  troopai  ^  The  advice  of  their  betoved  com- 
mander-io-chief,  and  the  reaolvea  of  Congreaa  to  pay  and  obm- 
penaate  them  in  anch  manner  aa  the  ability  of  the  United  States 
would  permit,  operated  to  keep  them  quiet  and  prevent  tumdt, 
but  no  deacriptioQ  would  be  adequate  to  the  painful  circumstaiices 
of  the  parting  acene.**  "  Both  oflkera  and  aoldiera,  loog  onac- 
customed  to  the  afiaira  of  private  life,  turned  loose  on  the  world 
to  starve^  and  to  become  the  prey  to  vulture  speculators.  Kerer 
can  that  melancholy  day  be  forgotten  when  friends,  companiani 
for  aeven  long  yeara  in  joy  and  in  sorrow,  were  torn  asunder 
without  the  hope  of  ever  meeting  again,  and  with  proepects  of  a 
miserable  aubaiatence  in  future."  * 

*  Tlwehflr,  p.  ISU 
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Notwithstanding  ererj  exertion  had  been  made  for  the  evac- 
uation of  New  York,  such  was  the  namber  of  persons  and  the 
quantity  of  effects  of  all  kinds  to  be  conrejed  away,  that  the 
mitHith  of  November  was  far  advanced  before  it  coald  be  com- 
pleted. Sir  Gay  Carleton  had  given  notice  to  Washington  of 
the  time  he  supposed  the  different  posts  would  be  vacated,  that 
the  Americans  mi^t  be  prepared  to  take  possession  of  them. 
In  consequence  of  this  notice,  Gkneral  George  Clinton,  at  that 
lime  Governor  of  New  York,  had  summoned  the  members  of  the 
State  council  to  convene  at  East  Chester  on  the  21st  of  Novem- 
ber, for  the  purpose  of  establishing  civil  government  in  the  dis- 
tricts hitherto  occupied  by  the  British;  and  a  detachment  of 
troops  was  marched  from  West  Point  to  be  ready  to  take  posses- 
non  of  the  posts  as  they  were  vacated. 

On  the  21st  the  British  troops  were  drawn  in  from  the  oft- 
disputed  post  of  King's  Bridge  and  from  M'GU>wan's  Pass,  also 
from  the  various  posts  on  the  eastern  part  of  L(Hig  Island. 
Paulus  Hook  was  relinquished  on  the  following  day,  and  the 
afternoon  of  the  26th  of  November  was  appointed  by  Sir  Guy 
for  thef"  aiwcuation  of  the  city  and  the  opposite  village  of 
Brooklyn. 

Washington,  in  the  mean  time,  had  taken  his  station  at  Har- 
lem,  accompanied  by  Gk>vemor  Clinton,  who^  in  virtue  of  his 
clKcej  WAS  to  take  charge  of  the  city.  They  found  there  Gkne- 
ral  Knox  with  the  detachment  from  West  Point  Sir  Guy  Carle- 
ton  had  intimated  a  wish  that  Washington  would  be  at  hand  to 
take  immediate  possession  of  the  city,  and  prevent  all  outrage, 
as  he  had  been  informed  of  a  plot  to  plunder  the  place  whenever 
the  king's  troops  should  be  withdrawn.  He  had  engaged,  also, 
that  the  goarda  of  the  redoubts  on  the  East  BiTer,  covering  the 
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D[>[M)t  [MTt  of  tltf  town,  aboald  bft  U 
that  M)  oSWt  ttlmild  be  sent  to  g 
gu»rd  infonnfttioD  of  thtii  retirii^. 

AUhuagh  WuhiegtMi  ionhltd  tl 
«a  ihat  which  h«<l  been  reported  to 
he  took  precaations  aixordiDgly.  0 
tli«  Am«ncAii  triops,  coiDpnscd  of  i 
artillery,  nioveil  fnou  Ilarlcnn  to  the 
thf  city.  There  thoy  renMincd  unt 
were  withdrawn,  when  they  marched 
amioa,  the  Bntish  cmbarkiug  from  i 

A  form&l  entry  then  toot  place  < 
ihoritieg.  GcD«ral  WMhinglon  u 
their  8uiti?«,  on  horseback,  led  the  pr 
■  ■f  WesU-bester  ca>-»lry.  Then  cai 
and  tnembere  of  the  council,  Gener 
tlie  amiT,  the  speaker  of  the  AsBen 
cilizens  on  horBeback  and  on  foot. 

An  American  lady,  who  was  a) 
had  resided  during  the  latter  part 
given  UA  an  account  of  the  striking  i 
can  and  Britiih  troops.  "  We  had 
lime,"  said  she,  "  to  military  display 
of  garrison  life ;  tlie  troops  just  lea 
for  show,  and  with  their  ecarlet  oni 
made  a  brilliant  display;  the  troop 
lOTitrary.  were  ill-i-lad  and  weather- 
appearance  ;  but  then  they  were  oar 
ihem,  and  thought  upon  all  they  ha 
my  Vieart.  aTi4  vn^  a^^  w«re  fall,  i 
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In    them    the  more,  because    they  were  weather-beaten    and 
ferlom.** 

The  city  was  now  a  scene  of  public  festivity  and  rejoicing 
The  governor  gave  banquets  to  the  French  ambassador,  the  com- 
mander-in-chief^ the  military  and  civil  officers,  and  a  large  num 
ber  of  the  most  eminent  citizens,  and  at 'night  the  public  wer« 
entertained  by  splendid  fireworks. 

In  the  course  of  a  few  days  Washington  prepared  io  depart 
for  Annapolis,  where  Congress  was  assembling,  with  the  inten- 
tion of  asking  leave  to  resign  his  command.  A  barge  was  in 
waiting  about  noon  on  the  4th  of  December  at  Whitehall  ferry 
to  convey  him  across  the  Hudson  to  Paulus  Hook.  The  princi- 
pal officers  of  the  army  assembled  at  Fraunces*  Tavern  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  ferry,  to  take  a  final  leave  of  him.  On  en- 
tering the  room,  and  finding  himself  surrounded  by  his  old  com- 
panions in  arms,  who  had  shared  with  him  so  many  scenes  of 
hardship,  difficulty,  and  danger,  his  agitated  feelings  overcame 
his  usual  self-command.  Filling  a  glass  of  wine,  and  turning 
npon  them  his  benignant  but  saddened  countenance,  "  With  a 
heart  full  of  love  and  gn^itude,"  said  he,  '^  I  now  take  leave  of 
you,  most  devoutly  wishing  that  your  latter  days  may  be  as  pros- 
perous and  happy  as  your  former  ones  have  been  glorious  and 
honorable." 

Having  drunk  this  farewell  benediction,  he  added  with 
emotion,  "  I  cannot  come  to  each  of  you  to  take  my  leave,  but 
shall  be  obliged  if  each  of  you  will  come  and  take  me  by  the 
hand.'' 

General  Knox,  who  was  nearest,  was  the  first  to  advance. 
Washington,  afiected  even  to  tears,  grasped  his  hand  and  gave 
him  a  brother's  embrace.     In  the  same  affectionate  manner  he 


deep  fading  wid  mulj  tgotenMi  of  that  nte 
iiig  Bonvrt  «mU  tad  no  Mmsbm  teworii.  SDoitndalao 
Ike;  faDowvd  thnr  IotoI  ooBiBMidar  M  hsMttlw  nam,fmmi 
duQdgh  ft  cnp*  of  ligkt  iii&iit>7,  and  yoceaded  oi  fint  to 
Wliitdiill  fan?.  Httrtng  entend  the  bw^  In  tdnwd  to  tbni, 
tuok  off  his  bkt  and  wkrad  k  nlciit  adiea.  Th^j  nfUtA  b  d» 
•una  niKDMr,  md  having  wnldwd  the  barga  nntO  tha  intema- 
ing  pnat  of  the  Battery  Ant  it  tram  dlght,  ratomed,  ttill  gidBaa 
and  nleut,  to  the  plve  wham  the;  had  anemUed.* 

On  hii  wmj  to  Annapolia,  Waahington  stopped  far  a  few  dsji 
at  Fliiladrlphia,  where  with  hia  nms]  exactness  in  ntstters  cf 
huHinpiM,  he  ailjusted  with  the  Comptroller  of  the  Tnaaaj  Im 
acniunts  from  the  cotnmencetnent  of  the  war  down  to  the  IStb 
of  the  actaal  month  of  December.  These  were  ell  in  his  own 
handwriting,  and  kept  in  the  cleanest  and  most  accurate  mss- 
ner,  each  enir^  being  accompanied  b^  a  statement  of  the  oeeanaD 
and  object  of  the  charge. 

Tbe  gross  amonnt  was  about  fimrteen  thousand  five  hnndied 
ponnds  sterling;  in  which  were  inclndfed  mone.TS  expended  for 
secret  intelligence  and  serrice,  and  in  Tarioos  incidental  ch«rg«a 
All  this,  it  most  be  noted,  was  an  account  of  money  aclnatlT  «• 
jiended  in  the  progress  of  tlie  war;  not  for  arrearage  of  par; 
for  it  will  be  recollected  Washington  accepted  no  pay.  Indeid, 
on  the  final  adjostment  of  his  acconnts,  he  fonnd  himself  a  ax- 
siderable  loser,  having  freqnently,  in  the  hnny  of  business,  mg- 
l«uted  to  credit  himself  with  soms  drawn  from  hia  private  pun 
in  momenta  of  exigency. 
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The  schedule  of  his  public  account  furnishes  not  the  least 
among  the  many  noble  and  impressive  lessons  taught  by  his 
character  and  example.  It  stands  a  touchstone  of  honesty  in 
office,  and  a  lasting  rebuke  on  that  lavish  expenditure  of  the  pub- 
lic money,  too  often  heedlessly,  if  not  wilfully,  indulged  by  mili- 
tary Mxnmanders. 

In  passing  through  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  and  Mary- 
land, the  scenes  of  his  anxious  and  precarious  campaigns,  Wash- 
ington was  every  where  hailed  with  enthusiasm  by  the  people, 
and  greeted  with  addresses  by  legislative  assemblies,  and  learned 
and  religious  institutions.  He  accepted  them  all  with  that  mod- 
esty inherent  in  his  nature ;  little  thinking  that  this  present  pop- 
nlarity  was  but  the  early  outbreaking  of  a  fame,  that  was  to  go 
on  widening  and  deepening  from  generation  to  generation,  and 
extending  over  the  whole  civilized  world. 

Being  arrived  at  Annapolis,  he  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
President  of  Congress,  on  the  20th  of  December,  requesting  to 
know  in  what  manner  it  would  be  most  proper  to  offer  his  resig- 
nation ;  whether  in  writing  or  at  an  audience.  The  latter  mode 
was  adopted,  and  the  Hall  of  Congress  appointed  for  the  cere- 
monial. 

A  letter  from  Washington  to  the  Baron  Steuben,  written 
oa  the  23d,  concludes  as  follows:  ''This  is  the  last  letter 
I  shall  write  while  I  continue  in  the  service  of  my  country. 
The  hour  of  my  resignation  is  fixed  at  twelve  to-day,  after 
which  I  shall  become  a  private  citizen  om  the  banks  of  the  Po- 
tomac" 

At  twelve  o'clock  the  gallery,  and  a  great  part  of  the  floor  of 
the  Hall  of  Congress,  were  filled  with  ladies,  with  public  func- 
tionaries of  the  State,  and  with  general  officers.    The  members 
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of  OoBgvMi  wwo  Mfttod  md  oowMy  m  wpwintitiwi  of  thi 
■ovweignty  of  the  Unioii.  Tlw  gondflBeD  piownt  «  qpeetnoB 
WOT  ■tMiding  and  QDoorarad* 

Wadungton  entered,  copdneted  hy  the  eecietafy  of  OoogMi^ 
and  Uxk  his  seat  in  a  diair  appointed  fcr  him.  After  a  hnd 
paue  the  president  (Geneial  MiflKn)  informed  him,  that  *<tiie 
United  Statea  in  Oongreei  ■■eemhled,  were  prepared  to  nom 
hie  ooounnnication*** 

Waehington  then  roae,  and  in  a  dignMud  and  impimiw 
Banner,  deliTored  a  short  sddress 

*«The  great  events,*"  said  he,  <<on  which  mj  resignatioD  de- 
pended, having  at  length  taken  place,  I  now  have  the  hooorof 
offering  my  sincere  congratalations  to  Gongnxs,  and  of  pment- 
ing  myself  before  them^  to  surrender  into  their  hands  the  trust 
committed  to  me,  and  to  claim  the  indulgence  of  retiring  from 
the  service  of  my  country .** 

After  expressing  his  obligations  to  the  army  in  general,  and 
acknowledging  the  peculiar  services,  and  distinguished  merits  of 
the  confidential  officers  who  bad  been  attached  to  his  person,  and 
composed  his  family  during  the  war,  and  whom  he  especiaDj 
recommended  to  the  favor  of  Congress,  he  continued — 

'*  I  consider  it  an  indispensable  duty  to  close  this  last  solemn 
act  of  my  official  life,  by  commending  the  interests  of  onr  dea^ 
est  country  to  the  protection  of  Almighty  God ;  and  those  who 
have  the  superintendence  of  them,  to  his  holy  keeping. 

'*  Having  now  finished  the  work  assigned  me,  I  retire  from 
the  great  theatre  of  action ;  and,  bidding  an  affectionate  fare- 
well to  this  august  body,  under  whose  orders  I  have  long  acted, 
I  here  ofller  my  commission,  and  take  my  leave  of  all  the  emj^y- 
uients  of  public  life.** 
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"  Pew  tragedies  ever  drew  so  many  tears  from  so  many  bean- 
tifttl  eyes,**  says  a  writer  who  was  present,  "as  the  moving 
manner  in  which  his  Excellency  took  his  final  leave  of  Con- 


Having  delivered  his  commission  into  the  hands  of  the  presi- 
t'.ent,  the  latter,  in  reply  to  his  address,  bore  testimony  to  the 
(wtriotism  with  which  he  had  answered  to  the  call  of  his  coun- 
try, and  defended  its  invaded  rights  before  it  had  formed  alli- 
mnces,  and  while  it  was  without  funds  or  a  government  to  sup- 
port him ;  to  the  wisdom  and  fortitude  with  which  he  had  con- 
ducted the  great  military  contest,  invariably  regarding  the  rights 
of  the  civil  power,  through  all  disasters  and  changes.  "You 
tetire,**  added  he,  "  from  the.  theatre  of  action  with  the  blessings 
of  your  fellow-citizens ;  but  the  glory  of  your  virtues  will  not 
terminate  with  your  military  command ;  it  will  continue  to  ani- 
mate remotest  ages.** 

The  very  next  morning  Washington  left  Annapolis,  and  has- 
\3ned  to  his  beloved  Mount  Vernon,  where  he  arrived  the  same 
"Uy,  on  Christmas-eve,  in  a  frame  of  mind  suited  to  enjoy  the 
^ftcred  and  genial  festival. 

"  The  scene  is  at  last  closed,'*  said  he  in  a  letter  to  Governor 
Clinton ;  "  I  feel  myself  eased  of  a  load  of  public  care.  I  hope' 
to  spend  the  remainder  of  my  days  in  cultivating  the  affection* 
of  good  men,  and  in  the  practice  of  the  domestic  virtues.** 

I 
*  Editor  of  the  MaiyUnd  Qantto. 
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WAiHumwMi  AT  Momrr  fiiiw    a.  wuMurli 
une — KccD  orpss  or  ram  oomcn.  or 
rucmom— «Kwt  or  jmjob  tax 
ctJLTURAt.  itwm  ntmixi>- 

OP  THE    ORDRR    OP    CXNCnRfATI — ^TOim    OF  WASBIXCTTON    ASD   DB.   OUII 
TO  THE    WEST IDKAB    OP    IBTBIUIAL     IMPBOrEXE^rT — FABTIXO    WITH  U- 


FoR  some  time  after  his  return  to  Mount  Yemon,  Washington 
was  in  a  manner  locked  up  by  the  ice  and  snow  of  an  nncom- 
monlv  rigorous  winter,  so  that  social  intercourse  was  interrupted, 
and  ho  could  not  even  pay  a  visit  of  duty  and  affection  to  his 
aged  mother  at  Fredericksburg.  But  it  was  enough  for  him  at 
<prc8ent  that  he  was  at  length  at  home  at  Mount  Vernon.  Yet 
the  habitudes  of  the  camp  still  haunted  him ;  he  could  hardly 
realize  that  he  was  free  from  military  duties ;  on  waking  in  the 
morning  he  almost  expected  to  hear  the  drum  going  its  stirring 
rounds  and  l>eating  the  reveill6. 

"Strange  as  it  may  seem,**  writes  he,  to  General  Knox,  "it 
is  neveitheless  true,  that  it  was  not  until  very  lately  I  could  get 
the  better  of  ray  usual  custom  of  ruminating  as  soon  as  I  waked 
in  the  morning,  on  the  business  of  the  ensuing  day ;  and  of  mj 
surprise  at  findings  afler  revolving  many  things  in  my  mind, 
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that  I  was  no  longer  a  public  man,  nor  had  any  thing  to  do  with 
pablic  transactions.  I  feel  now,  however,  as  I  conceive  a  weary 
traveller  most  do,  who,  after  treading  many  a  weary  step,  with  a 
heavy  burthen  on  his  shoulders,  is  eased  of  the  latter,  having 
reached  the  haven  to  which  all  the  former  were  directed,  and 
from  his  house-top  is  looking  back,  and  tracing,  with  an  eager 
eye,  the  meanders  by  which  he  escaped  the  quicksands  and  mires 
which  lay  in  his  way ;  and  into  which  none  but  the  all-powerful 
Guide  and  Dispenser  of  human  events  could  have  prevented  his 
fidling.** 

And  in  a  letter  to  Lafayette  he  writes :  '<  Free  from  the 
bustle  of  a  camp  and  the  busy  scenes  of  public  life,  I  am  sola- 
dng  myself  with  those  tranquil  enjoyments  which  the  soldier,  who 
is  ever  in  pursuit  of  fame ;  the  statesman,  whose  watchful  days 
and  sleepless  nights  are  spent  in  devising  schemes  to  promote 
the  wel£EU«  of  his  own,  perhaps  the  ruin  of  other  countries — as  if 
this  globe  was  insufficient  for  us  all ;  and  the  courtier,  who  is 
always  watching  the  countenance  of  his  prince  in  hopes  of  catch- 
ing a  gracious  smile,  can  have  very  little  conception.  I  have  not 
only  retired  from  all  public  employments,  but  I  am  retiring 
within  myself^  and  shall  be  able  to  view  the  solitary  walk,  and 
tread  the  paths  of  private  life  with  heartfelt  satisfaction.  Envi- 
oos  of  none,  I  am  determined  to  be  pleased  with  all ;  and  this, 
my  dear  friend,  being  the  order  of  my  march,  I  will  move  gently 
down  the  stream  of  life  until  I  sleep  with  my  fathers.** 

And  subsequently,  in  a  letter  to  the  Marchioness  de  Lafay- 
ette, inviting  her  to  America  to  see  the  country,  '^  young,  rude, 
and  uncultivated  as  it  is,**  for  the  liberties  of  which  her  husband 
had  fought,  bled,  and  acquired  much  glory,  and  where  every 
body  admired  and  loved  him,  he  adds :  ^  I  am  now  enjoying  do- 


mailii  c«^ QDd«r  the divlow  ormy  nwn  Tins  maA  mj a^ni^titf, 
ia  ft  tmnW  tQU,  <ntli  iIm)  unplenienU  af  hasb«atii7  uxi  lutbtDt 
ab<Mt  ne.  *  *  *  Come,  then,  letnwcntnat  ^icni,  and  nllsTol- 
tagv  your  own ;  (bf  your  doora  do  not  open  to  Ton  iritli  mute  Ra£- 
ROM  lliMi  mine  wonld.  ^"^  —^  lee  the  pUiD  tauwcr  io  *Ui 
wc  lire,  uid  meet  wi  tli^;  Mid  foo  dnll  UlKtb 

vimplicity  of  nii»l  lit  li»«nnftr  the  aceney  tod  mj 

give  vuu  *  Uigher  ret  ijeties  of  the  oourt  wheo  *n 

ntan  to  Vcnaillea." 

Daring  the  wintei  utticipatea  ihe  time  wW  lb 

TOUiru  of  the  sun  wil  i  to  wdcame  hie  friend  ui 

i'ain[«iii<>ii*  III  Arms  (o  jwn«i->.  lis  hospitality :  sod  \m  do«i 
his  DD  pretending  phm  of  receiving  the  cnriooB  ri^on  wbo  m 
likely  Io  throng  in  upon  him.  "  Hy  ni«nner  at  linng,"  ^M 
be  to  a  friend,  "  ia  plain,  and  I  do  not  mean  to  be  pot  ott  of  & 
A  glaae  of  wine  and  a  bit  of  mutUm  are  always  ready;  ni 
nich  as  will  be  content  to  partake  of  them,  at«  always  vdeoBb 
ThoM  who  expect  more  will  be  dis^^intAd." 

Some  degree  of  economy  was  necesBary.  for  hia  famiMl  eoi- 
oerni  had  aa£fered  during  the  war,  and  the  products  of  hit  otati 
had  fallen  off  dnring  his  long  absence.  . 

In  the  mean  time  the  snpreme  conncQ  at  Fennsylnsi^ 
properly  appreciating  the  disinterestedness  of  his  andnct,  vi 
aware  that  popnlar  love  and  popular  cariosity  wonld  ^tnd 
crowds  of  Visitors  to  Mount  Vernon,  and  subject  him  to  eztiatr- 
dinary  expenses,  had  instructed  their  del^ates  in  Congien  It 
call  the  attention  of  that  body  to  theoe  circumatancoi,  «itb  t 
view  to  produce  some  national  reward  for  his  emin^it  serrkca 
Before  acting  upcm  theee  instructions,  the  del^ates  were  iHredad 
to  Bead  K  ctv^  f£  them  to  Washington  for  his  a^paAtXiaa. 
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He  received  the  document  while  buried  in  accounts  and  cal- 
culations, and  when,  had  he  been  of  a  mercenary  disposition,  the 
offered  intervention  in  his  favor  would  have  seemed  most  season- 
able ;  but  he  at  once  most  gratefully  and  respectfully  declined  it, 
jealously  maintaining  the  satisfaction  of  having  served  his  coun- 
try at  the  sacrifice  of  his  private  interests. 

Applications  began  to  be  made  to  him  by  persons  desirous  of 
writing  the  history  of  the  Revolution,  for  access  to  the  public 
papers  in  his  possession.  He  excused  liimself  from  submitting 
to  their  inspection  those  relative  to  the  occurrences  and  transac- 
tions  of  his  late  command,  until  Congress  should  see  fit  to  open 
their  archives  to  the  historian. 

His  old  friend,  Dr.  Craik,  made  a  similar  application  to 
Washington  in  behalf  of  a  person  who  purposed  to  write  his 
memoirs.  He  replied,  that  any  memoir  of  his  life  distinct  and 
imoonnected  with  the  general  history  of  the  war,  would  rather 
hart  his  feelings  than  flatter  his  pride,  while  he  could  not  furnish 
the  papers  and  information  connected  with  it  without  subjecting 
iumself  to  the  imputation  of  vanity,  adding :  "  I  had  rather  leave 
it  to  posterity  to  think  and  say  what  they  please  of  me,  than,  by 
any  act  of  mine,  to  have  vanity  or  ostentation  imputed  to  me." 

It  was  a  curious  circumstance,  that  scarce  had  Washington 
retired  from  the  bustle  of  arms  and  hung  up  his  sword  at  Mount 
Vernon,  when  he  received  a  letter  from  the  worthy  who  had  first 
taught  him  the  use  of  that  sword  in  these  very  halls.  In  a  word, 
Jacob  Van  Braam,  his  early  teacher  of  the  sword  exercise,  his 
fellow  campaigner  and  unlucky  interpreter  in  the  affair  of  the 
Oreat  Meadows,  turned  up  once  more.  His  letter  gave  a  glance 
over  the  current  of  his  life.  It  would  appear  that  after  the  close 
•f  the  French  war,  he  had  been  aUowed  half  pay  in  consideration 
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of  hi>  MTricvs  Aud  misadventures ;  and,  in  proccat  iS  tiiH,  Ikl 
Durricd,  and  Mttled  od  a  £iiriii  in  W&1«8  with  his  vits  ai  kn 
wife**  tnothiu.  He  had  carrinl  with  him  to  Engiud  ■  itnng 
fe«)ing  ID  favor  of  America,  aad  iin  the  breaking  out  of  tW  ie<v 
Itttioa  h>d  been  very  fra&.  aiuL  as  h«  aeemed  tu  think,  do^nral 
and  effectire  is  ipe*  mpAtiies  and  at  anraUj  atti- 

inga  againtt  the  Ab  Suddenly,  a»  if  to  >l»p  fcis 

mouth,  he  raceived  ori  rd  Atahent,  then  cmniiuitJci- 

iti-clii(^^  to  join  hia  re|  i  GOth),  in  which  he  vu  i^ 

|>aint«il  ddfl«t  cafttait  lattalioD.     In  rain  be  [dwlod 

his  rural  <x«upatinni  iultiTated  at  m  much  cod,  im  J 

whidt  he  woa  in  detit,  an»  [itut  go  to  niio  sfaoulii  he  ii)a-  ^ 

don  it  so  alituj>tlj'.  Ni)  excuse  was  admillcil — he  nmat  emUA  . 
and  Bail  for  East  Fhnida,  or  loM  hii  half  pftj.  He  accordaglj 
■uled  for  St  AngnaUne  in  the  beginnuig  of  1776,  with  a  eo^b 
of  hundred  recruits  [ncked  np  in  London,  raaolnng  to  tdl  ontif 
the  army  on  the  first  opfurtniiity.  Bj  a  eeiies  of  croe^-poipMCi 
he  was  prevented  from  doing  ao  until  in  1779,  having  in  the  in- 
terim made  a  campaign  in  Georgia.  "  He  qoitted  the  wrrioe,* 
he  add^  "with  as  much  pleasure  m  erer  a  joong  man  tm- 

He  then  returned  to  England  aad  took  np  his  remdeane  n 
Devonshire;  bat  his  invincible  piopMimty  to  talk  gainst  tba 
ministry  made  ikis  reddeooe  there  nnctmtfijrtable.  His  next 
move,  therefore,  was  io  the  old  fartile  pnmnca  of  Orleannoii  is 
France,  where  he  was  still  living  near  Malaaberfaea,  apparently  tf 
his  ease,  enjoying  the  friendship  of  Uie  distinguished  peraooagi 
of  that  name^  and  better  venad,  it  is  to  be  hc^md,  in  the  FrttA 
language  than  when  he  officiated  aa  ioteij^eter  in  the  ca^tnla- 
tioa  ftt  tbfc  Qnat.  Usadowft.    Hie  worthy  mi^or  appouvd  to  ob- 
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template  with  joy  and  pride  the  emioence  to  which  his  early 
popil  in  the  sword  exercise  had  attained. 

"  Give  me  leave,  sir,  before  I  conclude,**  writes  he,  "  to  pour 
not  the  sentiments  of  my  soal  in  congratulations  for  yoor  suc- 
cesses in  the  American  contest ;  and  in  wishing  you  a  long  life, 
to  enjoy  the  blessing  of  a  great  people  whom  you  have  been  the 
chief  instrument  in  freeing  from  bondage." 

So  disappears  from  the  scene  one  of  the  earliest  personages  of 
oar  history.    * 

As  spring  advanced.  Mount  Vernon,  as  had  been  anticipated, 
began  to  attract  numerous  visitors.  They  were  received  in  the 
frank,  unpretending  style  Washington  had  determined  upon.  It 
was  truly  edifying  to  behold  how  easily  and  contentedly  he  sub- 
sided from  the  authoritative  commander-in-chief  of  armies,  into 
the  quiet  country  gentleman.  There  was  nothing  awkward  or 
violent  in  the  transition.  He  seemed  to  be  in  his  natural  ele- 
ment. Mrs.  Washington,  too,  who  had  presided  with  quiet  dig- 
nity at  head-quarters,  and  cheered  the  wintry  gloom  of  Valley 
Forge  with  her  presence,  presided  with  equal  amenity  and  grace 
at  the  simple  board  of  Mount  Vernon.  She  had  a  cheecful  good 
sense  that  always  made  her  an  agreeable  companion,  and  was  an 
excellent  manager.  She  has  been  remarked  for  an  inveterate 
habit  of  knitting.  It  had  been  acquired,  or  at  least  fostered,  in 
the  wintry  encampments  of  the  Revolution,  where  she  used  to  set 
an  example  to  her  lady  visitors,  by  diligently  plying  her  needles, 
knitting  stockings  for  the  poor  destitute  soldiery. 

In  entering  upon  the  out-door  management  of  his  estate, 

Washington  was  but  doing  in  person  what  he  had  long  been 

doing  through  others.     He  had  never  virtually  ceased  to  be  the 

tgriculturist     Throughout  all  his  campaigns  he  had  kept  him* 
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mjf  iD(bnne<l  of  the  cmme  of  ninU  «&in  at  Homit  Tennm.  if 
niejtiu  of  maps  <Ki  which  erer;  field  was  laid  down  and  ran- 
bwvd,  ba  WW  o&aUad  lo  giva  directioiis  for  thett  Bennl  tdliiV 
Uon,  and  ne^TC  aceooDIa  of  Ueeir  Mreral  crops.  So  bmril 
.a&lra  prermMcl  a  eotTespaBdence  wiUi  fats  areneerm  apoi,  uA 
A*  eUKhrd  wevkl;^  Kporta.  Thas  bu  nual  were  u>teriDi« 
MUi  hia  military  caree ;  the  agricultoriM  was  minted  with  tk 
uldiert  and  Uiose  strong  tyiopatities  with  the  hoo«st  cnlliTtia 
of  the  aoil,  aud  ttiat  patcrDal  care  of  thetr  interests  to  be  Mat 
thnn^honl  hii  mlljlary  career,  may  be  aacnlwd,  in  a  grew  mB» 
Jtn.  U>  the  swcetcikini;  inflaeaces  of  Mount  Venioo.  Ttf  M 
rtpring  returneO,  and  he  reenmed  h>8  ridca  aboot  the  beutiU 
neighbotiKwd  of  tbia  haren  of  hia  bcqtea,  he  must  hare  beta 
monmfollf  BeodUe,  now  and  then,  of  the  cfaangea  whid  6a» 
and  erents  had  effected  there. 

The  Fairfaxea,  the  kind  friends  of  his  bo^uod,  and  lodil 
cnmpanionfl  of  his  riper  jears,  weie  no  longer  at  hand  to  dun 
his  pleasures  and  light«n  his  cares.  There  were  no  more  bant- 
ing dinners  at  BelToir.  He  paid  a  sad  visit  to  that  hi^f  Tcnrt 
ai  his  yitath,  and  oontempIat«d  with  a  monmfiil  ej«  its  clisned 
ruins,  and  the  deeolatton  of  its  once  ornamented  groanda 
Qeorge  William  Fairfax,  its  former  possessor,  was  in  EnglaDd; 
his  political  priooiplea  had  detained  him  there  daring  the  war 
and  part  of  his  property  bad  been  seqaestered ;  still,  though  is 
exile,  he  oontinned  in  heart  a  friend  to  America,  his  hand  had 
been  open  to  relieve  the  distresses  of  Anuricana  in  England,  and 
be  bad  kept  tip  a  cordial  correspondence  with  Wadungttw. 

Old  Lord  Fairfax,  the  Niouod  of  Gkeenway  Court,  Waahing- 
ton'a  early  friend  and  patron,  with  wbom  be  had  firat  learned  ts 
follow  Ibft  bouodv  \ud  lived  im  in  a  gnea  old  ag«  at  bis  s^na 
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Bftt  in  the  beaatifbl  valley  of  the  Shenandoah ;  popular  with 
neighbors  and  unmolested  by  the  Whigs,  although  frank  and 
I  in  his  adherence  to  Oreat  Britain.  He  had  attained  his 
ity-seoond  year,  when  tidings  of  the  surrender  of  Yorktown 
nded  the  national  pride  of  the  old  cavalier  to  the  quick,  and 
>ped  the  attenuated  thread  of  his  existence.* 
The  time  was  now  approaching  when  the  first  general  meet- 
of  the  Order  of  Cincinnati  was  to  be  held,  and.  Washington 
with  deep  concern  a  popular  jealousy  awakened  concerning 
Judge  Burke,  of  South  Carolina,  had  denounced  it  in  a  pam- 
it  as  an  attempt  to  elevate  the  military  above  the  civil 
MB,  and  to  institute  an  order  of  nobility.  The  Legislature  of 
sachusetts  sounded  an  alarm  that  was  echoed  in  Connecticut^ 
prolonged  from  State  to  State.  The  whole  Union  was  put  on 
fuard  against  this  effort  to  form  a  hereditary  aristocracy  out 
le  military  chiefs  and  powerful  funilies  of  the  several  States. 
V^ashington  endeavored  to  allay  this  jealousy.  In  his  letters 
be  presidents  of  the  State  societies,  notifying  the  meeting 
ih  was  to  be  held  in  Philadelphia  on  the  1st  of  May,  he  ex- 
Bed  his  earnest  solicitude  that  it  should  be  respectable  for 

Sq^  at  least,  reooidt  in  homelj  prose  and  yene  a  rererend  historiogra- 
of  Moant  Vemoii.  *'  When  old  Lord  Fairfax  heard  that  Washington  had 
led  Lord  Comwallis  and  all  his  arm j,  he  caDed  to  his  black  waiiei^ 
M^  Joe  I  oany  me  to  bed,  for  it  is  hi^  time  for  me  to  die  I '  ** 

Then  np  roM  Jos,  all  at  the  word. 

And  took  his  master^s  arm. 
And  thns  to  bed  be  soMy  led 

The  lord  of  Greenway  turn. 

There  oft  he  called  on  Britain*s  name, 

And  eft  he  wept  ftill  sore, 
Then  sighed— thy  will,  oh  Lord,  be  doae— 

And  word  qteke  nerer  more. 

See  Wnm*  Z0  qf  Waaktmgtm, 


and  bj  kto  ■^•eboi  cooMb  «SKUd 
€f  ite  laaHiUtion  TW  W^iiitiiy  pringyh^  lad  thi  pgwrii 
ikc«i^  kMra^  w«riM%  «m  abolUwd,  and  it  m  ndond 
to  tte  lHm|iH%  hH  U|^y  fiipwtilik  fbotiDg  oawhidi  imiD 


Ib  wHiiyi^g  tte  IWMh  Hilitery  and  naval  ollfeen  indodfll 
te  tte  ncHlj  of  tha  chaiigw  vliieh  bad  takan  place  IB  its  oonlh 
ha  ■yiirl  Ua  ardnt  hopaalhat  it  woddnaderpv- 
It  tlnae  fnendriiipa  and  oomMctaons  whidi  bad  happflj 
ukcB  root  betii«en  the  officen  of  the  two  nmttons.  AH  dimon 
agaimt  the  ocder  now  eeaaed.  It  became  a  rail  jing  place  §x  M 
comradca  ia  araa,  and  Waahington  eontinQed  to  preaide  ofcrit 
ttotil  bit  death. 

In  a  letter  to  the  Chciralier  de  Gbastennx,  fcr  whom  be  Mt 
an  «epedal  regaid«  after  invitiiig  him  to  the  meeting,  be  iddi: 
^  1  win  odIt  repeat  to  y%M  the  aanFancea  of  my  friendship^  ai 
of  the  pleasore  I  should  feel  in  seeing  joa  in  the  shade  of  thott 
trees  which  mj  hands  have  planted ;  and  which,  bj  their  wpA 
jCTuwth^  at  ODce  indicate  a  knowledge  of  mj  declining  7eai%  tai 
their  dispositioii  to  spread  their  mantles  orer  me;,  bcfcrelp 
bence  to  retom  no  moteL** 

On  the  ITth  of  Aagaat  ha  was  gladdened  bj  hariiig  tbi 
Marquis  de  Ls&jette  nnder  his  rotd,  who  had  recently  anini 
from  France.  The  maiqais  pssseii  a  fcrtnight  with  bim.  * 
bfed  and  cheririied  guest,  at  the  end  of  which  ha  departed  fif 
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a  time,  to  be  present  at  the  ceremony  oi   a  treaty  with  the 
Indians. 

Washington  now  prepared  for  a  tour  to  the  west  of  the  Appa- 
lachian MonntainSy  to  visit  his  lands  on  the  Ohio  and  Kanawha 
BiTers.  Dr.  Craik,  the  companion  of  his  various  campaigns, 
and  who  had  accompanied  him  in  1770  on  a  similar  tour,  was  to 
be  bis  fellow-traveller.  The  way  they  were  to  travel  may  be 
gathered  from  Washington's  directions  to  the  doctor: — ^^You 
will  have  occasion  to  take  nothing  from  home  but  a  servant  to 
lodk  after  yonr  horses,  and  such  bedding  as  yon  may  think 
proper  to  make  use  of  I  will  carry  a  marquee,  some  camp  uten- 
sils^ and  a  few  stores.  A  boat,  or  some  other  kind  of  vessel, 
will  be  provided  for  the  voyage  down  the  river,  either  at  my 
place  on  the  Youghiogheny  or  Fort  Pitt,  measures  for  this  purpose 
lumng  already  been  taken.  A  few  medicines,  and  hooks  and 
liiMSy  yon  may  probably  want" 

This  soldier-like  tour,  made  in  hardy  military  style,  with 
tant,  pack-horses,  and  frugal  supplier,  took  him  once  more  among 
the  scenes  of  his  youthful  expeditions  when  a  land  surveyor  in 
the  employ  of  Lord  Fairfax ;  a  leader  of  Virginia  militia,  or  an 
aide-de-camp  of  the  unfortunate  Braddock.  A  veteran  now  in 
years,  and  a  general  renowned  in  arms,  he  soberly  permitted  his 
■teed  to  pick  his  way  across  the  mountaius  by  the  old  military 
xoate,  still  called  Braddock's  Boad,  over  which  he  had  spurred  in 
the  days  of  youthful  ardor.  His  original  intention  had  been  to 
nnrey  and  inspect  his  lands  on  the  Monongahela  Biver ;  then  to 
descend  the  Ohio  to  the  great  Kanawha,  where  also  he  had  large 
%racts  of  wild  land.  On  arriving  on  the  Monongahela,  however, 
lie  heard  such  accounts  of  discontent  and  irritation  among  the 

Indian  tribes,  that  he  did  not  consider  it  pmdent  to  venture 

18* 
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uaong  Uttn.  Some  of  his  land  on  Uw  MoaoagiMi  «m  m- 
Ueil :  the  Rst  was  in  the  w3deni«es,  aoi]  of  lluk  nl«  b  Ai 
IKaeeQt  nnqniet  lUte  of  tbe  taaatrj.  He  abndgBd  U(  ta; 
AerrSam  proi-eedeil  no  fnrtbcr  west  thin  Uw  ^mm^/Utt 
wteeadeA  that  river,  and  then  strack  Bonlhwwd  dmngh  Ibe  ^U, 
d  r^ons  of  tbe  Allegaiues,  tmtil  be  came  oat  Ua4i 
b  VklUv  Dear  Staoaloo.  He  retanttxl  to  HoqHlTw- 
BSD  on  the  4tb  ot  Ot-tober;  baring,  mnce  tbe  I«  uf  SeptofaK 
Inrelled  on  boneback  six  htmdrvd  and  eigbtj  mtUa,  foragiBl 
part  of  tbe  time  in  wild,  moDntunotw  eoantrj,  wbcr*  be  ■■ 
obliged  to  OKamp  at  sigbL  Thu,  like  his  tour  to  ibe  mda 
forts  with  GoTemoT  Clinton,  gave  proof  of  bis  unfailing  rigw 
and  activity, 

Dnritig  all  tliis  tonr  be  bad  c»refally  obeerred  the  comvii' 
character  of  the  streams  flowing  from  tbe  west  into  tbe  Obnt 
and  tbe  distaoce  of  tbeir  navigable  parts  fTxim  tbe  bead  nang*- 
tion  of  tlie  rivcra  east  of  tbe  monntains,  with  tbe  Dearest  ai 
best  portage  between  tbem.  For  many  years  be  bad  bees  a>- 
rinced  of  the  practicability  of  an  eaay  and  sborl  eommaniaiia 
between  tbe  Potomac  and  James  rivers,  and  tbe  waiew  of  ik 
Ohio,  and  tbcnce  on  to  tbe  great  rbain  uf  lakes  ;  and  of  ibe  ntt 
adrantagea  that  would  result  therefrom  to  tbe  States  of  TirgiBit 
and  Maryland.  He  had  even  attempted  to  set  a  computvo 
foot  to  undertake  at  their  own  expense  the  opening  (^  sKb  i 
conununication,  bat  the  breaking  oat  of  the  Reroluliim  bal  ^ 
a  slop  to  tbe  enterprise.  One  object  of  his  recent  tooi  wutt 
make  oboerrationg  and  collect  informatioD  on  the  subject ;  ad 
all  that  be  bad  seen  and  beard  qoiokened  bis  Boltcitode  to  WQ 
tbe  Bcbeme  into  effect. 

Poblict^  B&  ■«<:\V  aa  <9immen;ial  interest^  be  canceired,  «• 
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isTolved  in  the  enterprise.     He  had  noticed  that  the  flanks 
iMur  of  the  United  States  were  possessed  by  foreign  and  form 
He  poiwers,  who  might  lore  the  western  people  into  a  trade 
dlimoe  with  them.     The  Western  States,  he  observed,  stooc 

.  il  were  upon  a  pivot,  so  that  the  touch  of  a  feather  might  1 
fliem  any  way.     They  had  looked  down  the  Mississippi, 

.  been  tempted  in  that  direction  by  the  facilities  of  sending  ei 
tldiig  down  the  stream ;  whereas  they  had  no  means  of  con 
to  m  but  by  long  land  transportations  and  mgged  roads. 

Jeeloiif  and  untoward  disposition  of  the  Spaniards,  it  was  t 

aliDOBt  barred  the  use  of  the  Mississippi ;  but  they  might  cha 
their  policy,  and  invite  trade  in  that  direction.  The  reten 
hj  the  British  government,  also,  of  the  posts  of  Detroit,  Nia^ 
and  Oswego,  though  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  treaty,  shut 
Ihe  channel  of  trade  in  that  quarter.  These  posts,  howe 
would  eventually  be  given  up ;  and  then,  he  was  persuaded, 
people  of  New  York  would  lose  no  time  in  removing  every 
eUde  in  the  way  of  a  water  communication ;  and  "  I  shal 
nustaken,"  said  he,  *^  if  they  do  not  build  vessels  for  the  nav 
tkm  of  the  lakes,  which  will  supersede  the  necessity  of  coasi 
en  either  side.** 

It  behooved  Virginia,  therefore,  to  lose  no  time  in  avai! 
hanelf  of  the  present  favorable  conjuncture  to  secure  a  shai 
weetem  trade  by  connecting  the  Potomac  and  James  Rivers,  '^ 
the  waters  beyond  the  mountains.  The  industry  of  the  wesi 
settlers  had  hitherto  been  checked  by  the  want  of  outlets  to  t 
products,  owing  to  the  before-mentioned  obstacles :  ^'  But  sm( 
the  road,"  said  he,  '^  and  make  easy  the  way  for  them,  and  t 
Bee  what  an  influx  of  articles  will  pour  upon  us ;  how  an 
ingly  our  exports  will  be  increased  by  them,  and  how  amply 
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ihall  be  compensated  for  any  iroaUe  and  expense  we  mij  ai- 
counter  to  effect  it** 

Such  were  some  of  the  ideas  ably  and  amply  set  forth  by  bin 

in  a  letter  to  Benjamin  Harrison^  Governor  of  Vizginii,  wki^ 

strack  with  his  plan  for  opening  the  navigation  of  the  western 

waters,  laid  the  letter  befiore  the  State  legislatare.    The  fitror 

with  which  it  was  received  induced  Washington  to  repiir  to 

Richmond  and  give  his  personal  support  to  the  measure.   He 

arrived  there  on  the  15th  of  November.     On  the  following  mon- 

ing  a  committee  of  five  members  of  the  House  of  Assemblj, 

headed  by  Patrick  Henry,  waited  on  him  in  behalf  of  that  bodj, 

to  testify  their  reverence  for  his  character  and  affection  for  bii 

I^erson,  and  their  sense  of  the  proofs  given  by  him  since  Lis  t(> 

turn   to   private  life,  that  no  change  of  situation  could  turn  liis 

thoughts  fn)ni   the  weltare  of  his  country.     The  su-^'restions  of 

Washington  in  his  letter  to  the  governor,  and  his  representations 

during  this  visit  to  Richmond,  gave  the  first  impulse  to  the  great 

system  of  internal  improvement  since  pursued  throughout  ite 

United  States. 

At  Jiiclimond  he  was  joined  by  the  Marquis  de  I^tavettt; 
who  since  tlieir  separaticm  had  accomj^nied  the  commis-sioriors  w 
Fort  Schuyler,  and  Wn  present  at  the  fonnation  of  a  treaty 
witli  the  Indians;  after  which  he  had  made  a  tour  of  the  ^^' 
ern  States,  **  crowned  every  where,"  writes  Washington,  "»i*^ 
wreaths  of  love  and  respect."* 

They  returned  together  to  Mount  Vernon,  where  Lafajetie 
again  passed  several  days,  a  cherished  inmate  of  the  domestic 
circle. 

*  \A\tet  cC  \^«ji&a^\^a  to  the  Marchioness  de  Lafayette. 
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When  his  visit  was  ended,  Washington,  to  defer  the  parting 
■oene,  accompanied  him  to  Annapolis.  On  returning  to  Mount 
Vernon,  he  wrote  a  farewell  letter  to  the  marquis,  bordering 
more  upon  the  sentimental  than  almost  any  other  in  his  multifa- 
noos  correspondence. 

^  In  the  moment  of  our  separation,  upon  the  road  as  I  have 
travelled,  and  every  hour  since,  I  have  felt  aU  that  love,  respect 
and  attachment  for  you,  with  which  length  of  years,  close  con^ 
naction,  and  your  merits  have  inspired  me.     I  often  asked  my- 
self ae  our  carriages  separated,  whether  that  was  the  last  sight  I 
erer  should  have  of  you  ?     And  though  I  wished  to  answer  no, 
my  fears  answered  yes.     I  called  to  mind  the  days  of  my  youth, 
and  found  they  had  long  since  fled  to  return  no  more ;  that  I 
waa  now  descending  the  hill  I  had  been  fifty-two  years  climbing, 
and  that,  though  I  was  blessed  with  a  good  constitution,  I  was 
of  a  short-lived  family,  and  might  soon  expect  to  be  entombed 
in   the  mansion  of  my  fathers.     These  thoughts  darkened  the 
dimdesy  and  gave  a  gloom  to  the  picture,  and  consequently,  to  my 
Iffospect  of  ever  seeing  you  again.'* 


CHAPTEE    XXXT. 


kBiiiraTin<'i  uoiuna  » 


Washixqtos's  zeal  for  the  public  good  had  now  iaood  »  ne* 
channel ;  or,  rather,  his  lata  tours  into  the  interior  of  the  Una 
had  i|uickened  ideas  long  cibting  in  his  mind  on  the  soliicci  of 
inieraal  navigation.  In  a  letter  to  Kichard  Henrr  Lm,  reMnil; 
cliosen  President  of  Congress,  he  urged  it  upon  his  atl«iriM; 
Gtiggesting  that  the  western  waters  should  be  explored,  tlwir 
iiitvigable  rapabilities  ascertained,  and  that  a  complet«  atf 
eliould  be  made  of  the  country  ;  that  in  all  grants  of  land  bj  il* 
United  States,  there  should  be  a  rcserre  made  for  special  ttleil 
all  mines,  mineral  and  salt  springs  ;  that  a  medium  price  sbo^ 
be  adopted  for  the  western  lands  sufficient  to  prevent  monc^^t 
but  not  to  discourage  useful  settlers.  He  bad  a  salutan  hon* 
ef  "land  jobbers"  and  "roaming  speculators,"  prowling  itw* 
the  country  lilce  wolves;  marking  and  surreytng  valuable  i^ 
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lo  ibe  great  diiqaiet  of  the  Indian  tribes.  "The  spirit  of  emi- 
gntion  is  great,"  said  he ;  "  penple  bare  got  impatient,  aod 
tbongh  yoa  cannot  atop  the  road,  it  is  yet  in  yoar  power  to 
Bark  the  way;  a  little  while,  and  yoa  will  not  bo  able  to  do 
dther." 

In  the  latter  part  of  December  he  was  at  Annapolis,  at  the 

uest  of  the   Assembly  of  Virginia,  lo  arrange  matters  with 

'   Assembly  of  Maryland  respecting  the  communication    lie- 

ien  the  Potomac  and  the  weBt«ra  waters.     Through  his  iude- 

igable  exertions  two  companies  were  formed  under  the  patron- 

!  of  the  governments  of  these  Stales,  for  opening  the  naviga- 

a  of  the  Potomac  and  James  Rivers,  and  be  was  appointed 

iddeDt  of  both.    By  a  naanimous  vote  of  the  Assembly  of 

Tirgiuia,  Jifty  shares  in  the  Potomac,  and  one  hundred  in  the 

Junes  River  company,  were  appropriated  for  Ida  benefit,  to  the 

BDid  that,  while  the  great  works  he  had  promoted  would  remain 

toonomenta  of  his  glory,  they  might  also  be  muniuuenta  of  the 

pstitude  of  bis  country.     The  aggregate  amount  of  these  shares 

I  about  forty  thousand  dollars. 

Washington  was  esceodingty  e-mbarrassed  by  the  appiopria- 
i.     To  decline  so  noble  and  unequivocal  a  testimonial  of  the 
good  opinion  and  goojl  will  of  his  countrymen,  might  be  con- 
Itrued  into  disrespect,  yet  he  wished  to  be  perfectly  free  to  exer- 
le  liis  judgment  and  express  his  opinions  in  the  matter,  with- 
it  being  liable  to  the  least  suspiuion  of  interested  motives.     It 
bad  been  his  tixed  determination,  also,  when  he  surrendered  his 
military  command,  never  to  bold  any  other  ofEee  under  govern' 
meDt  to  which  emolument  might  become  a  necessary  appendage, 
prom  this  resolution  his  mind  had  never  swerved. 

'While,  however,  he  declined  to  receive  the  profierad  shares 
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far  his  own  beneSt,  Im  mtanited  a  Smgari&m  to  rseeivB  Amib 
Irmt,  to  be  applied  to  the  nee  of  mm  oljeet  or  natitntiai  of  ft 
pahlie  netaie.  His  widies  sran  camplied  with,  and  Ae  Anet 
were  nltimatdj  appropriated  faj  him  to  institatioiis  deleted  to 
paUic  education.  Tet,  though  the  lore  for  his  coontrj  wooU 
thos  interfere  with  his  h»re  for  his  hone,  the  dresm  of  nual  re- 
tirement at  Mount  Vernon  still  went  on. 

^  The  more  I  am  s<M|nainted  with  agricoltaral  sffiun,**  he 
says,  in  a  letter  to  a  friend  in  England,  "the  better  lam  pleiied 
with  them ;  insomoch  that  I  can  nowhere  find  so  modi  ntilfii^ 
tion  as  in  those  innocent  end  nsefnl  pnrsoits.  While  indolging 
these  feelings  I  am  led  to  reflect,  how  much  more  deligfatfol  to 
an  ondeUsoched  mind  is  the  task  of  making  improvements  oo 
the  earthy  than  sU  the  vainglory  that  can  be  acquired  iiom  rav- 
aging it  bj  the  most  uninterrupted  career  of  conquest** 

^'  How  pitiful,  in  the  age  of  reason  and  religion,  is  that  filaa 
ambition  which  desolates  the  world  with  fire  and  sword  for  the 
purpose  of  conquest  and  fame,  compared  to  the  milder  Tirtnes  of 
making  our  neighbors  and  our  fellow-men  as  happy  as  their  fnSi 
convictions  and  perishable  natures  will  permit  them  to  be." 

He  had  a  congenial  correspondent  in  his  quondam  b^)the^ 
soldier,  Gorenior  Clinton  of  New  York,  whose  spear,  like  his 
own,  had  been  turned  into  a  praning^hook. 

^'  Whenever  the  season  is  prefer  and  an  opportunity  6&tC 
writes  he  to  the  governor,  ^'  I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  the  balsua 
trees  or  others  which  yon  may  think  curions  and  exotic  with  ns, 
as  I  am  endeavoring  to  improve  the  grounds  alwiut  my  house  in 
this  way.**  He  recommends  to  the  govemor*s  care  certain  grape- 
vines of  the  chobest  kinds  for  the  taUe,  which  an  unde  o^  the 
Chevt!^  &a  \niSKYia  bad  engs^Qed  to  send  fixmi  France^  sihI 
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which  most  be  aboat  to  arriye  at  New  Tork.  He  Is  literally 
going  to  sit  under  his  own  vine  and  his  own  fig-tree,  and  devote 
himself  to  the  quiet  pleasures  of  rural  life. 

At  the  opening  of  the  year  (1785)  the  entries  in  his  diary 
show  him  diligently  employed  in  preparations  to  improve  his 
groves  and  shrubbery.  On  the  10th  of  January  he  notes  that 
the  white  thorn  is  full  in  berry.  On  the  20th  he  beg^s  to  clear 
the  pine  groves  of  undergrowth. 

In  February  he  transplants  ivy  under  the  waQs  of  the  gar- 
den to  which  it  still  clings.  In  March  he  is  planting  hemlock 
trees,  that  most  beautiful  species  of  American  evergreen,  num- 
bers of  which  had  been  brought  hither  from  Occoquan.  In 
April  he  is  sowing  holly  berries  in  drills,  some  adjoining  a 
green-briar  hedge  on  the  north  side  of  the  garden  gate ;  others 
in  a  semicircle  on  the  lawn.  Many  of  the  holly  bushes  thus  pro- 
duced, are  still  flourishing  about  the  place  in  full  vigor.  He  had 
learnt  the  policy,  not  sufficiently  adopted  in  our  country,  of 
clothing  his  ornamented  grounds  as  much  as  possible  with  ever- 
greens, which  resist  the  rigors  of  our  winter,  and  keep  up  a 
dieering  verdure  throughout  the  year.  Of  the  trees  fitted 
for  shade  in  pasture  land  he  notes  the  locust,  maple,  black 
mulberry,  black  walnut,  black  gum,  dogwood  and  sassafras,  none 
of  which,  he  observes,  materially  injure  the  grass  beneath  them. 

Is  then  for  once  a  soldier's  dream  realized  t  Is  he  in  perfect 
enjoyment  of  that  seclusion  from  the  world  and  its  distractions, 
which  he  had  so  often  pictured  to  himself  amid  the  hardships 
and  turmoils  of  the  campt  Alas,  no!  The  "post,"  that 
*' herald  of  a  noisy  world,"  invades  his  quiet  and  1oa<l8  his 
table  with  letters,  until  correspondence  becomes  an  intolerable 
burthen. 


Biao 
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[!:» 


He  looki  in  d««p>iT  At  tli«   daHy  accnmaUltag  rous  et  mm- 

■««r«d  l(rtl«T».     "Miiny  miBUkenly  think,"  writm  he,  "tbtl 

I  MD  tTtirM  til  ease,  &nd  to  thkt  kini)  of  truiqiuIlilT  wliicli  vodd 

i  grow  tirnume  for  w»nt  of  emplovramt ;  bnt  at  no  period  of  mj 

life,   not  in  the  «glft  «*«   I  served   tin-  public,  hare  I  bca 


otili^d  to  write  so  mi 

ment"  •     Agttin — " ) 

give  ni«  trouble,  or  ai 
'    to  oil]  m&tlers,  with 
I    which  oft«n  cannot 
I    qoiro  the  pen  of  « 

minicaning  pcrh»p«  t_,  „ 

attended  to;  and  the  commoaplace 

pen  and  my  time  otlen  disagreeably. 


as  I  hare  done  since  mj  ntm- 
I  letten  from  mj  feicndt  •UA 
my  perpIeidtT.  It  is  refrrwM 
m  nothing  to  do;  ^[>liMtMit 
with  i  ioquiries  which  wooU  R- 
tlMfy  i  lettos  of  oncQidiiDCBt  a 
tronbleeome,  bnt  which  mnft  k 
ch  on^oftBj 
These,  with  ccapni, 


deprive  me  of  exercise,  and  anless  I  can  obtain  leli^  mot  be 
prodnctire  of  diiagreeable  conaequeDces." 

From  much  of  this  dmdgerjof  the  pen  be  was  mbaeqiKntlTK- 
liered  by  Mr.  Totnaa  Lear,  a  yonng  gendeman  of  New  Bim[riiiR, 
a  graduate  of  Hairard  Collie,  who  acted  aa  hia  prirate  seoelatj, 
and  at  the  same  timetookchargeof  theinstractkmof  tbetmcUl- 
dTen  of  the  late  Hr.  Parke  Cnstis,  whom  Washington  had  adt^ibd 

There  was  another  tax  impoaed  by  hia  celelaity  opm  In 
time  and  patience.  Applications  were  continually  made  to  hiB 
to  sit  for  his  likeneas.  The  following  is  his  sportire  r^y  to  Hr. 
Francis  Hopkinson,  who  afqilied  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Pine : 

"  'In  /or  a  penny  m  /or  a  jxmnd,*  is  an  old  adage.  I  an  k 
hackneyed  to  the  tonches  of  tlie  punters'  peocil,  that  I  am  >lt>- 
gether  at  their  beck,  and  nt  'like  Patience  on  a  i 


*  ^jMhk  te  Uehaid  Hcuj  Lml 
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whiLit  thej  are  delineating  the  lines  of  my  Cnce.  It  is  a  proof 
among  many  others,  of  what  habit  and  custom  can  accomplish. 
At  first  I  was  impatient  at  the  request,  and  as  restive  under  the 
operation,  as  a  colt  is  under  the  saddle.  The  next  time  I  sub- 
mitted very  reluctantly,  but  with  less  flouncing.  Now  no  dray- 
horse  moves  more  readily  to  his  thill,  than  I  to  the  painter's 
chair.  It  may  easily  be  conceived,  therefore,  that  I  yield  a  ready 
obedience  to  your  request,  and  to  the  views  of  Mr.  Pine." 

It  was  not  long  after  this  that  M.  Houdon,  an  artist  of  great 
merit,  chosen  by  Mr.  Jefferson  and  Dr.  Franklin,  arrived  from 
Paris  to  make  a  study  of  Washington  for  a  statue,  for  the  Leg^ 
latnre  of  Virginia.  He  remained  a  fortnight  at  Mount  Vernon, 
and  having  formed  his  model,  took  it  with  him  to  Paris,  where 
he  produced  that  excellent  statue  and  likeness  to  be  seen  in  the 
State  House  in  Richmond,  Virginia. 

Being  now  in  some  measure  relieved  trom  the  labors  of  the 
pen,  Washington  had  more  time  to  devote  to  his  plan  for 
ornamental  cultivation  of  the  grounds  about  his  dwelling. 

We  find  in  his  diary  noted  down  with  curious  exactness,  each 
day's  labor  and  the  share  he  took  in  it ;  his  frequent  rides  to  the 
Mill  Swamp ;  the  Dogue  Creek ;  the  '^  Plantation  of  the  Neck,*' 
and  other  places  along  the  Potomac  in  quest  of  young  elms,  ash 
trees,  white  thorn,  crab-apples,  maples,  mulberries,  willows  and 
lilacs ;  the  winding  walks  which  he  lays  out,  and  the  trees  and 
shrubs  which  he  plants  along  them.  Now  he  sows  acorns  and 
bock-eye  nuts  brought  by  himself  from  the  Monongahela ;  now 
lie  opens  vistas  through  the  Pine  Grove,  commanding  distant 
Views  through  the  woodlands ;  and  now  he  twines  round  his  col- 
umns scarlet  honeysuckles,  which  liis  gardener  tells  him  will 
blow  all  the  summer. 
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With  liiro  Jktouit  Vovon  m  *  kind  ol 
•r  poatioBl  Ming  whkfa  eoot  viaito 
bood  Im  rhjrratd  bowath  iM  gro*"! ' 
norv  i  and  ■<)  jiiaue  Mmdvw  will) 
out  bv  btm,  *  gnjdp  od'  yiNinjf  bor* 
1m><1,  Ilia  imUtb  (nnnty,  lite  lumit  o( 
iuui  been  tent  to  btm  bjT  Colotid  Lm 
Mn  pr  Ilk  "  IxiwIkBd  Iteuty." 

A  diagnun  of  the  jJut  in  wbich  1 
adll  i«nuui»  uDoog  Ida  {Mtpen  M  Hi 
matrked  on  it  fur  puticnlKr  ti^es  uid 
And  Rhnibs  ntv  ttill  to  be  foutiil  in 
thcio.  In  the  prcoent  neglected  bI 
walks  »rp  o'Tirgmwn,  and  vegetation 
taLercsting  still  to  find  trace*  nf  thesi 
jFligbt«d,  uid  U>  koon-  that  aianv  of 
jjri'sent  umbragenaH  beauty  were  plan 

Tb«  orDaniental  caltiratton  of  n 
confined  to  the  gioaadg  aJ)pert*inK 
luaimion-butuie  fiirui ;  but  bis  estate  ii 
lyiHi;  »iuli;;tiauii,  and  containiog  tb 
«nil  sixiy  lu-nti ;  irafh  farm  haring'  iti 
bouic  for  his  OLoiuuDodalion,  barna  i 
dnce,  nod  rabiiia  for  the  negroes, 
estate,  drown  out  by  Washingtuo  fai 
laid  down  accurately  and  their  aeverd 
the  soi]  nnd  local  qualities  of  each,  ai 
them  accordingly. 

la  addiUoTt  Ui  Uvae  five  farms  I 
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acres  of  fine  woodland,  so  that  the  estate  presented  a  beautifol 
diversity  of  land  and  water.  In  the  stables  near  the  mansion- 
house  were  the  carriage  and  saddle  horses,  of  which  he  was  very 
ehoice;  on  the  four  farms  there  were  54  draught  horses,  12 
moles,  317  head  of  black  cattle,  360  sheep,  and  a  great  nmnber 
of  swine,  which  last  ran  at  large  in  the  woods. 

He  now  read  much  on  husbandry  and  gardening,  and  copied 
oat  treatises  on  those  subjects.  He  corresponded  also  with  the 
celebrated  Arthur  Young ;  from  whom  he  obtained  seeds  of  all 
kinds,  improved  ploughs,  plans  for  laying  out  ftum  yards,  and 
advice  on  various  parts  of  rural  economy. 

**  Agriculture,"  writes  he  to  him,  ^^  has  ever  been  among  the 
most  &vored  of  my  amusements,  though  I  have  never  possessed 
much  skill  in  the  art,  and  nine  years'  total  inattention  to  it  has 
added  nothing  to  a  knowledge,  which  is  best  understood  from 
practioe ;  but  with  the  means  you  have  been  so  obliging  as  to 
furnish  me,  I  shall  return  to  it,  though  rather  late  in  the  day, 
with  more  alacrity  than  ever." 

In  the  management  of  his  estate  he  was  remarkably  exact 
No  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  oUBrseers  or  those  under  them 
was  passed  over  nnnoticed.  He  seldom  nsed  many  words  on 
Iha  sabject  of  his  plans;  rarely  asked  advice;  but,  when  once 
determined,  carried  them  directly  and  silently  into  execution ; 
and  was  not  easily  dissuaded  from  a  project  when  once  com- 
menoed. 

We  have  shown,  in  a  former  chapter,  bis  mode  of  apportion* 
ing  time  at  Mount  Vernon,  prior  to  the  Revolution.  The  same 
system  was,  in  a  great  measure,  resumed.  His  active  day  began 
tome  time  before  the  dawn.  Mnch  of  his  correspibndence  was 
•deqMitcbed  before  breakfast,  which  took  place  at  half-past  seven. 

VOL.  IV. — 19 
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After  br«ikkfHl  h*  monnted  Ua  io 
door,  Btiil  mdo  out  to  diSereol  parU 
do  to  varicKU  pftrts  uf  the  camp,  to  i 
oulposU,    and    tray   one   at   lUB   d 

[f  ihtrc  wu  no  compjMiy  he  w< 
prnmil  b}F  busmegs  oiitU  nine  o'd 
wiiw  Li!  read  in  \lus  eveumg,  or  ud' 
vhiaL 

His  secreUrr,  Mr.  Lear,  af^r 
family  on  the  moat  confidential  foot 
)n|i;U>D  in,  I  believe,  almost  th«  onl 
l^r.  wlw  do«"  not  lose  some  part  of 
Uiati*  acquaintance.  I  have  never 
cinild  leaeen  my  respect  for  him.  i 
liimcsty,  uprightne«a  and  candor  in 
lilts  tiomelimeg  led  nie  to  think  hitn  i 

The  children  of  Parke  Custis 
houselmld.  He  was  fond  of  ohildn 
llit'tii.  Miss  ('imtiH,  recollinf  in  afte 
LoihI,  writes,  '■  I  have  BometimeB  mi 
from  lymjiothy  with  my  jnyous  an 
ohservea,  hnwever,  that  '-  he  was  a 
npuke  little  generally ;  never  of  bin 
late  a  single  act  of  hix  life  dnring 
bim  perfectly  abetrocted,  his  lips  mo 
ceplible." 

An  observant  traveller,  Mr.  El 
Mount  Vemon  in  the  winter  of  1785 
duLtion  from  General   Greene  and 
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home  pkture  of  Washington  in  his  retirement  Though  sure 
that  his  credentials  would  secure  him  a  respectful  reception,  he 
Bays,  ^^  I  trembled  with  awe,  as  I  came  into  the  presence  of  this 
great  man.  I  found  him  al  table  with  Mrs.  Washington  and  his 
private  family,  and  was  received  in  the  native  dignity,  and  with 
that  urbanity  so  peculiarly  combined  in  the  character  of  a  soldier 
and  an  eminent  private  gentleman.  He  soon  put  me  at  my  ease, 
by  unbending,  in  a  free  and  affable  conversation. 

^The  cautions  reserve  which  wisdom  and  policy  dictated, 
whilst  engaged  in  rearing  the  glorious  fabric  of  our  indepen- 
dence, was  evidently  the  result  of  consummate  prudence  and  not 
characteristic  of  his  nature.  I  observed  a  peculiarity  in  his 
smile,  which  seemed  to  illuminate  his  eye ;  his  whole  counte- 
nance beamed  with  intelligence,  while  it  commanded  confidence 
and  respect 

^^  I  found  him  kind  and  benignant  in  the  domestic  circle ;  re- 
Tered  and  beloved  by  all  around  him ;  agreeably  social,  without 
ostentation;  delighting  in  anecdote  and  adventures;  without 
assumption;  his  domestic  arrangements  harmonious  and  sys- 
tematic. His  servants  seemed  to  watch  his  eye,  and  to  antici- 
pate his  every  wish ;  hence  a  look  was  equivalent  to  a  command. 
His  servant  Billy,  the  faithful  companion  of  his  military  career, 
was  always  at  his  side.  SmUing  content  animated  and  beamed 
on  every  countenance  in  his  presence.** 

In  the  evening  Mr.  Watson  sat  conversing  for  a  full  hour 
with  Washington  after  all  the  family  had  retired,  expecting,  per- 
haps, to  hear  him  fight  over  some  of  his  battles ;  but,  if  so,  he 
was  disappointed,  for  he  observes :  ^^  He  modestly  waived  all  allu- 
lions  to  the  events  in  which  he  had  acted  so  glorious  and  conspic- 
iiocis  a  part     Much  of  his  conversation  had  reference  to  the  into- 
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riiir  MHintrr,  nnil  U>  ihe  opening  of  \he  jomgUkat  uf  lL«  ?•'»- 
mac  h;  rjwsU  ntil  Iwrka,  «l  tbe  Seneca,  Ike  Oicot  auI  Little 
Kftllt.  His  min'l  sppeanMl  lo  be  deeply  tibiariwd  bj  diat  «bj«t, 
thon  in  vnmcwt  conti<tiiIiJ&tJ]in)." 

Itlr.  n'atiHiu  Uiv]  taken  a  aevere  cold  in  tbe  course  of  khu^ 
vinUrr  junrtHTv,  and  tuuKhed  exceaaivdv.  Wasblnglon  pre^ 
bim  to  uke  »uiue  tvmt^iea.  bnt  be  declined.  Ada  retiring  tn 
tbe  night  tun  louglung  increaacd.  "Wien  wane  time  t"! 
elapned,"  writea  be.  "th^  door  af  my  room  was  gentW  c^eJ, 
uid,  on  dmring  my  bed  carUinti,  I  beh«ld  Wwbingt'iD  himsell, 
Btuiduig  at  my  bndaide  witb  a  bowl  of  hoi  te«  in  Lia  buuL  1 
was  mortified  and  distresiied  be>-ond  expreeeion.  Thia  liule  iaci- 
d«nu  ix-irurring  in  lumiuuit  life  hiiU  an  ordinary  maa,  wauM  not 
likTe  be«n  noticed  i  but  as  a  trait  of  the  benevolence  and  private 
♦irlup  of  Washington,  deserves  to  be  recorded." 

The  late  Biahup  White,  in  aubseqaent  jeare,  speaking  tl 
Washin futon's  nnassuming  mannere,  observes :  '■  I  know  do  hum 
who  Bu  carefully  guarded  against  the  discoursing  of  hiiaself  ot  li 
bin  acta,  or  of  any  thing  that  pertained  lo  him ;  and  it  hat  ooc*- 
aiunally  occuitikI  to  me  when  in  his  company,  that,  if  a  straoga 
to  his  pemon  were  presest,  be  would  never  have  known  from  aa; 
thing  said  by  Liin  that  be  was  lonscioos  of  having  dtstiagnialic' 
himself  in  the  eye  of  the  world." 

An  anecdote  ia  told  of  Washington's  conduct  while  coa^ 
man der- in-chief;  illustrative  of  hia  benignant  attention  to  olb 
era,  and  bia  freedom  from  all  aasninption.  While  the  arm;  vaf 
encamped  at  Morristown,  be  one  day  attended  a  religious  meet- 
ing where  divine  service  was  to  be  celebrated  in  the  open  air. 
A  chair  had  been  set  out  for  bis  use.  Just  before  the  serrica 
commenced,  &  viji&ui  '«\t.h  a  child  in  her  anna  approached.     All 
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the  seats  were  occupied.     Washington  immediately  rose,  placed 

her  in  the  chair  which  had  been  assigned  to  him,  and  remained 
stranding  during  the  whole  service.* 

The  reverential  awe  with  which  his  deeds  and  elevated  posi- 
tion threw  aroond  him  was  often  a  source  of  annoyance  to  him 
in  private  life ;  especially  when  he  perceived  its  effect  upon  the 
yonng  and  gay.  We  have  been  told  of  a  case  in  point,  when  he 
made  his  appearance  at  a  private  ball  where  all  were  enjoying 
themselves  with  the  utmost  glee.  The  moment  he  entered  the 
room  the  buoyant  mirth  was  checked ;  the  d«ice  lost  its  anima- 
tion ;  every  face  was  grave ;  every  tongue  was  silent  He  re- 
mained for  a  time,  endeavoring  to  engage  in  conversation  with 
some  <^  the  young  people,  and  to  break  the  spell ;  finding  it  in 
vain,  he  retired  sadly  to  the  company  <^  the  elders  in  an  adjoin^ 
ing  room,  expressing  his  regret  that  his  presence  should  operate 
as  such  a  damper.  After  a  little  while  light  laughter  and  happy 
voices  again  resounded  from  the  ball-room ;  upon  which  he  rose 
cautiously,  approached  on  tip-toe  the  door,  which  was  ajar,  and 
there  stood  for  some  time  a  delighted  spectator  of  the  youthful 
revelry. 

Washington  in  fact,  though  habitually  grave  and  thoughtful, 
was  of  a  social  disposition,  and  loved  cheerful  society.  He  was 
fond  of  the  dance ;  and  it  was  the  boast  of  many  ancient  dametf 
in  our  day,  who  had  been  belles  in  the  time  of  the  Revolution, ' 
that  they  had  danced  minuets  with  him,  or  had  him  for  a  part- 
ner in  oontra-dances.  There  were  balls  in  camp,  in  some  of  the 
dark  times  of  the  Revolution.  *<  We  ^ad  a  little  dance  at  my 
quarters,"  vrrites  (General  Greene  from  Middlebrook,  in  March, 

^  MS.  note*  of  the  Rev.  JoMph  F.  Tvttfe. 
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1779.  "ITi*  ExeeUencv  tad  Hn. 
time  boata  without  aiK«  sitting  dowi 
a  pmtiy  Utile  frisk."  • 

A  IrttcT  of  Colooe]  T«nch  Tilg 
«id(»-d»«amp,  giTW  an  tnatuuw  of  ' 
wlua  in  tba  abo*«  Tear  the  mnnT  wai 
A  Wg«  eoofatojr,  of  which  Ihe  gen 
gvnenl  «Dd  Uts.  Gnwne,  and  Mr.  < 
dinrd  with  mLmfl  and  Unt.  Biddlet 
Iftdia*  had  ntired  from  table,  Mr.  0 
naxt  rodiB.  A  cLunor  was  raiaed  ajf 
it  was  remlved  th»t  a  piuty  shoiild  I 
that  if  the  Iwiliui  refiwed  to  give  Uii 
liy  farc«.  Washington  bamored  the  j 
[iftrty.  He  Inl  it  with  great  fonnali 
ing-room,  and  sent  in  a  summuns. 
ii|i  the  deserter.  An  attempt  was  n 
lollies  came  to  the  rescue.  Tliere  wi 
which  his  Extpllency  secnts  lo  Itavc 
Mrs.  Olney.  The  U'lics  were  rictori< 
he,  sayg  the  gallant  Tilghman.t 

More  than  one  instance  is  told 

•  Orrmt  to  CoL  Wodairorth.  MS. 
t  Tbu  ^nrtire  occnmnco  giva  rin  to 
ivportnj  Hi  ■  iirtunx  Ihat  Ifr*.  Oiney  bad  I 
t'<lii  VasUingtaa  that,  "  if  he  did  not  letgol» 
■iiil  thut  ibougli  he  wu  ■  genen],  be  wu  bui 
Mr.  Oloey  wroltf  to  Colonel  TUghman,  In 
Tho  ktlcr  gare  a  Irne  Ma>em«Dt  of  ttw  affi 
daoe  ID  Jen,  and  that  in  the  mock  oonteat  Ml 
pr«uiniu  unbecoming  a  ladj  of  her  good  bn 
Icait  anWyi  I'M  f^mmV 
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prised  into  hearty  fits  of  laughter,  even  during  the 
have  recorded  one  produced  by  the  sudden  appear. 
General  Putnam  on  horseback,  with  a  female  prisonei 
The  following  is  another  which  occurred  at  the  cam] 
town.  Washington  had  purchased  a  young  horse  of 
and  power.  A  braggadocia  of  the  army,  vun  of  hii 
ship,  asked  the  privilege  of  breaking  it  Washingt< 
consent,  and  with  some  of  his  officers  attended  to  se 
receive  his  first  lesson.  After  much  preparation,  tl 
to  equitation  mounted  into  the  saddle  and  was  mal 
display  of  his  science,  when  the  horse  suddenly  plani 
feet,  threw  up  his  heels,  and  gave  the  unlucky  Gamb 
set  over  his  head.  Washington,  a  thorough  hoi 
quick  to  perceive  the  ludicrous  in  these  matters, 
Yulsed  with  laughter,  that,  we  are  told,  the  tears  n 
cheeks.* 

Still  another  instance  is  given,  which  occurred  a 
of  peace,  when  he  was  sailing  in  a  boat  on  the  Hude 
so  overcome  by  the  drollery  of  a  story  told  by  Maj 
New  York,  of  facetious  memory,  that  he  fell  back  h 
a  paroxysm  of  laughter.  In  that  fit  of  laughter,  it 
presumed  that  he  threw  off  the  burthen  of  care  whic 
weighing  down  his  spirits  throughout  the  war.  He  < 
laxed  much  of  his  thoughtful  gravity  of  demeanor  v 
no  longer  the  anxieties  of  a  general  command  to 
The  late  Judge  Brooke,  who  had  served  as^  an  o 
legion  of  Light-horse  Harry,  used  to  tell  of  having 
met  Washington  on  his  visits  to  Fredericksburg  aftej 

•  Notes  of  the  Bev  Mr.  Tvtde.  MS. 
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The  bantering  replj  set  Mrs.  Washington  laughing,  and  hex 
parrot,  perched  beside  her,  joined  in  the  laugh.  The  general 
took  this  familiar  assault  upon  his  dignity  in  great  good  part. 
**  Ah,  Lee,  you  are  a  funny  fellow,"  said  he, — "  see,  that  bird  is 
laughing  at  you."  * 

Hearty  laughter,  however,  was  rare  with  Washington.  The 
ftodden  explosions  we  hear  of  were  the  result  of  some  sudden 
and  ludicrous  surprise.  His  general  habit  was  a  calm  serious- 
ness, easily  softening  into  a  benevolent  smile. 

In  some  few  of  his  familiar  letters,  yet  preserved,  and  not 
relating  to  business,  there  is  occasionally  a  vein  of  pleasantry 
and  even  of  humor ;  but  almost  invariably,  they  treat  of  matters 
of  too  grave  import  to  admit  of  any  thing  of  the  kind.  It  is  to 
be  deeply  regretted  that  most  of  his  fjcumly  letters  have  been 
purposely  destroyed. 

The  passion  for  hunting  had  revived  with  Washington  on 
returning  to  his  old  hunting-grounds;  but  he  had  no  hounds. 
His  kennel  had  been  broken  up  when  he  went  to  the  wars,  and 
the  dogs  given  away,  and  it  was  not  easy  to  replace  them. 
After  a  time  he  received  several  hounds  from  France,  sent  out  by 
Lafayette  and  other  of  the  French  officers,  and  once  more  sallied 
forth  to  renew  his  ancient  sport  The  French  hounds,  however, 
proved  indifferent;  he  was  out  with  them  repeatedly,  putting 
other  hounds  with  them  borrowed  from  gentlemen  of  the  neigh- 
borhood. They  improved  after  a  while,  but  were  never  stanch, 
and  caused  him  frequent  disappointments.  Probably  he  was  .not 
as  stanch  himself  as  formerly ;  an  interval  of  several  years  may 

have  blunted  his  keenness,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  following 
entry  in  his  diary : 

•  Commanicated  to  m  m  a  lttt«r  from  a  too  of  Cokmel  Lee. 
VOL.  lY. — 19* 
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"  Out  iJlet  hrcftkful  with  my  faouiidB,  fbood  s  (n  tnd  m 
liim  wmetinm  h*rd,  ftnil  BomeluiMs  U  coM  banting  from  11  till 
ne*r  2 — when  I  c&me  home  and  loft  the  btrntmen  wilh  tfam. 
who  fo11<>*«<l  in  ihi-  tune  mann<T  two  h"nn  or  moK,  and  An 
look  the  ilog*  off  withont  killing." 

He  AppMrs  &t  one  time  to  h«re  had  an  idea  of  slocking  put 
cif  hin  estatt!  with  Aver.  In  a  letter  lo  his  friend,  (katp 
William  Fairfax,  in  England,  a  l«UeT  expreedTe  of  kind  r«i)l- 
lections  of  formiT  rvmpdnionsUip.  he  Bays :  "  Tboogh  «itt  is  no 
part  uf  my  composition,  yet  the  ptclore  yon  have  drawn  of  pu 
pnasnt  habitation  amt  mode  of  lirtng,  is  enoogh  ta  cteUe  ■ 
strong  ili:«ir«  in  inc  tt  be  a  participator  of  the  tranqmllity  Md 
rural  aiuuHeaitnts  you  bare  deacribed.  1  am  getting  into  the 
}alt«r  an  Taut  aa  I  can,  being  determined  to  make  the  remuDiln 
of  my  lifv  eaiiy,  let  the  world  or  the  affairs  of  it  go  as  they  hut. 
I  am  not  a  little  obliged  to  you  for  eontributing  to  thi&,  by  pnh 
curiug  nic  a  bnek  and  Joe  (rf  the  best  English  deer ;  but  if  rod 
have  not  already  been  al  this  trouble,  I  would,  my  good  sir.  now 
wish  to  relieve  you  from  it,  as  Ur.  Ogle  of  Maryland  has  been  U 
obliging  as  to  present  me  six  fawns  from  his  park  of  Engli^ 
deer  at  BelUir.  With  the^  and  tolerable  care,  I  shall  won 
have  a  full  Btock  for  my  small  paddock." 

While  Washington  was  thus  calmly  enjoying  himself,  came  i 
letter  from  Henry  I>ee,  who  was  now  in  Congress,  cuDTeying  a 
mournful  piece  of  tntelligenoe :    "Tour  friend  and  second,  tba 

■  GeoDTO  Wiliiftm  FmiWax  r«sided  In  Batb,  where  br  dird  oe  lEic  3ii «( 
April,  178T,  in  the  nitj-tfain)  yur  of  hit  mga.  ThouKh  his  intitsu  m 
greatly  reduced  by  the  conlucKtioD  of  hit  property  in  Virginia,  be  tooIribeWd 
generoualy  .luring  the  levululiooiuj  war  to  the  relisT  of  AD»eric*a  piiwoaa 
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patriot  and  noble  Greene,  is  no  more.  Universal  grii 
here."  Greene  died  on  the  18  th  of  June,  at  his  estate 
berry  Grove,  on  Savannah  Biver,  presented  to  him  by  t 
of  G^rgia.  His  last  illness  was  brief;  caosed  by  a  f 
the  son ;  he  was  bat  forty-four  years  of  age. 

The  news  of  his  death  stmck  heavily  on  Washingtoi 
to  whom,  in  the  most  arduous  trials  of  the  Revolution 
been  a  second  self.  He  had  taken  Washington  as  hi 
and  possessed  naturally  many  of  his  great  qualities.  L 
he  was  sound  in  judgment ;  persevering  in  the  midst  of 
agements ;  calm  and  self-possessed  in  time  of  danger ; 
of  the  safety  of  others ;  heedless  of  his  own.  Like  bin 
modest  and  unpretending,  and  like  him  he  had  a  per 
mand  of  temper. 

He  had  Washington's  habits  of  early  rising,  and  < 
methodical  despatch  of  business,  ''never  suffering  th< 
crowd  upon  the  morrow.''  In  private  intercourse  he  w; 
noble,  candid  and  intelligent ;  in  the  hurry  of  businesi 
free  from  petulance,  and  had,  we  are  told,  ''  a  winnin 
ness  of  manner  that  won  the  affections  of  his  ofiScers." 

His  campaigns  in  the  Carolinas  showed  him  to  be 
disciple  of  Washington,  keeping  the  war  alive  by  his  o^ 
vering  hope  and  inexhaustible  energy,  and,  as  it  were 
almost  without  weapons.  His  great  contest  of  ge 
with  the  veteran  Gomwallis,  has  ensured  for  him  i 
renown. 

''  He  was  a  great  and  good  man  I "  was  Washingto 
prehensive  eulogy  on  him;  and  in  a  letter  to  Lafs 
writes :  ''  Greene's  death  is  an  event  which  has  given  si 
ral  concern,  and  is  so  much  regretted  by  his  numerout 


^  I  <M  KMM  p«Mtb  IIQldC  »  t«A  ^«  it,  •«  n  fa 

»»i^Ait»hi»ylMt»  mm  rta  tMitOBrntiy  »a«iii, 

TTlfcii  lii*i|iMi'i|r  "•  irinliiii'iiiiBTiltlj  iliiiiiniii 
MK  i^  TWi  of  GcMnl  McDu^dl,  «ln  Wd  aemd  fak 
cMHOT  faiik&DT  tkn^  tb>  WK,  Md  BKH  vith  aqoBl  fiddity 
a  C»gnM  n^  u^  ^  CJoaJ  Tsch  TDghiuii,  far  •  knf 
liBB  .M*  ^  WaAagKH*!  imIm  df  f  «ft  and  *'wbo  loft,"  wriM 
W  *a«  &^  k  MpBUODB  w  cm  ^i Iw^ml  to  •  hunaa  tkMito- 
■k-"  -'nak'  *J>k  ^  -ao^  tf  the  pilUn  rf  tba  Barahdai 
kH.  Oucn  «»  ■DBUaiBC  tj  imamtim  dcgnaa.  li»7  on 
cveaiT^  =>e<«:  wiat  pi>^  to  fBpport  tlw  gloriooa  (khric !  ** 

l^  'i^  o.rxsp  =-i«a»  abrat  thu  tinw  with  serenl  of  tlw 
F;^=ii  5-  fi»=>fB  »io  h*i  b**a  his  ascciates  in  aniu,  his  letlen 
^nAiIie  :^  t^ir.t  ci  pt»M  w^-h  was  natnral  to  him ;  for  wu 
«-.:i  il-s  ^i  cc!t  Iimo  a  ina:t«r  of  fairiotism  and  public  datj. 
T:  *^  )[«:■;:»»  M  Ix  BdMTie.  «ho  hai  m  bnTelj  bat  modeaij 
1hi^  wilder  t2r  tiC<  ot  Colood  Aiatand,  he  writes :  "  I  Derei 
ci^-t  :.'  inw  aj  ««uf>l  a^u.  I  can  soaicclv  oooMiTe  tlw 
«*.:#■?  '.'zM  wd-i  inda.'e  me  to  do  ii.  My  time  is  now  occapiMl 
-tj  n'-il  a=;^«c=«atj  ia  vhk-h  I  have  great  aatiafaction;  and  mr 
SrK  •'.-1.  ij  i.a!;ik'C^h  it  is  agaiatt  the  profesnoD  of  anna,  aiiii 
wv-t;Ii  vl.;  *^  wi=^  of  Kime  of  oar  voatig  soldien  who  ate  awr- 
i=j;  a::cr  ^-vtti  to  k«  the  wlk^e  world  in  peace,  and  the  inhilii' 
t«£:$  o:'  ::  a«  o&«  band  of  bn^theia.  Etririn^  who  ihonld  <C0' 
trlS:te  mi'vt  v  the  happiness  <.■(  mankind.'' 


*  *^*  u*  Wf7  B>  Inn  tbmt  ■  oMpIcK  coIkctkB  of  tba  enrnipnaiei-' 
•f  t>OT*i«t  Omo*  B  ■bi<«l  M  Iw  pobUihoi  br  hii  wqrdiT  aad  highlj  c(li>- 
■•HJ  (luaiM-n.  <.;«arm  Wa^hinpoa  Giwiml  It  ti  ■  work  dut,  Ot  SfM 
Vitluit*  -^  Vubii^o,  AobU  tvn  ■  pwt  df  CTcnr  Americu  libruy. 
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So,  also,  in  a  letter  to  Coant  Rocbambeau,  dated  July  3l8t, 
1786 :  "  It  must  give  pleasure,"  writes  he,  "  to  the  friends  of 
humanity,  even  in  this  distant  section  of  the  globe,  to  find  that 
the  clouds  which  threatened  to  burst  in  a  storm  of  war  on 
Europe,  have  dissipated,  and  left  a  still  brighter  horizon.  *  * 
•  *  *  As  the  rage  of  conquest,  which  in  times  of  barbarity 
stimulated  nations  to  blood,  has  in  a  great  measure  ceased ;  as 
the  objects  which  formerly  gave  birth  to  Wars  are  daily  diminish- 
ing ;  and  as  mankind  are  becoming  more  enlightened  and  hu- 
manized, I  cannot  but  flatter  myself  with  the  pleasing  prospect, 
that  a  more  liberal  policy  and  more  pacific  systems  will  take 
place  amongst  them.  To  indulge  this  idea  aflbrds  a  soothing 
consolation  to  a  philanthropic  mind ;  insomuch  that,  although  it 
should  be  found  an  illusion,  one  would  hardly  wish  to  be  divested 
of  an  error  so  grateful  in  itself  and  so  innocent  in  its  conse- 
quences." 

And  in  another  letter, — <<  It  is  thus,  you  see,  my  dear  Count, 
in  retirement  upon  my  &rm  I  speculate  upon  the  fate  of  nations, 
amusing  myself  with  innocent  reveries  that  mankind  will  one 
day  grow  happier  and  better." 

How  easily  may  the  wisest  of  men  be  deceived  in  their  spec- 
ulations as  to  the  future,  especially  when  founded  on  the  idea  of 
the  perfectibility  of  human  nature.  These  halcyon  dreams  of 
oniversal  peace  were  indulged  on  the  very  eve,  as  it  were,  of  the 
French  Revolution,  which  was  to  deluge  the  world  in  blood,  and 
when  the  rage  for  conquest  was  to  have  unbounded  scope  under 
the  belligerent  sway  of  Napoleon. 


From  his  quiet  retreat  of  Hoimt  YenKm,  Wuhiiigton,  tlwagb 
0Bt«nribl7  withdrawn  from  public  affairs,  was  wstdung  with  in- 
tense solicitade  the  working  tt^ther  of  the  seretal  parts  in  the 
great  political  confederacy;  anxious  to  know  whether  the  thir- 
teen distinct  States,  under  the  present  organizaticMi,  coold  fbrm  ■ 
■nfficiently  efficient  general  govemnient.  He  was  daily  becoot- 
ing  more  and  more  donbtfnl  of  the  solidity  of  the  fabric  he  bad 
assisted  to  raise.  The  fbrm  of  confederation  which  had  bound 
the  States  together  and  met  the  pnblio  exigencies  daring  the 
Bevolution,  when  there  was  a  pressore  of  external  danger,  was 
daily  proring  more  and  more  incompetent  to  the  porposes  of  a 
national  goTemmenL  Congress  had  devised  a  By>t«m  of  credit 
to  provide  for  the  national  expenditure  and  the  extinction  of  the 
national  debts,  which  amounted  to  something  more  than  forty  niU- 
lions  of  dollars.  The  system  experienced  neglect  from  some  States 
and  opposition  &om  others ;  each  consulting  its  local  interests 
utd  piei\k<^£«&,  uiEt«ad  of  the  interests  and  obligatioDs  irf  the 
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whole.  In  like  manner  treaty  stipulations,  which  boond  the 
good  faith  of  the  whole,  were  slighted,  if  not  violated  by  indi- 
vidaal  States,  apparently  onconscioos  that  they  must  each  share 
in  the  discredit  thus  brought  upon  the  national  name. 

In  a  letter  to  James  Warren,  who  had  formerly  been  Presi- 
dent of  the  Massachusetts  provincial  Congress,  Washington 
writes :  "  The  confederation  appears  to  me  to  be  little  more  than 
a  shadow  without  the  substance,  and  Congress  a  nugatory  body ; 
their  ordinances  being  little  attended  to.  To  me  it  is  a  solecism 
in  politics ;  indeed,  it  id  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  things  in 
nature,  that  we  should  confederate  as  a  nation,  and  yet  be  afraid 
to  give  the  rulers  of  that  nation  (who  are  creatures  of  our  own 
making,  appointed  for  a  limited  and  short  duration,  and  who  are 
amenable  for  every  action  and  may  be  recalled  at  any  moment, 
and  are  subject  to  all  the  evils  which  they  may  be  instrumental 
in  producing)  sufficient  powers  to  order  and  direct  the  affairs  of 
the  same.  By  such  policy  as  this  the  wheels  of  government  are 
clogged,  and  our  brightest  prospects,  and  that  high  expectation 
which  was  entertained  of  us  by  the  wondering  world,  are  turned 
into  astonishment;  and  from  the  high  ground  on  which  we 
stood,  we  are  descending  into  the  vale  of  confusion  and  dark- 


>'  • 


Not  long  previous  to  the  writing  of  this  letter,  Washington 
had  been  visited  at  Mount  Vernon  by  commissioners,  who  had 
been  appointed  by  the  legislatures  of  Virginia  and  Maryland  to 
form  a  compact  relative  to  the  navigation  of  the  rivers  Potomac 
and  Pocomoke,  and  of  part  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  and  who  had 
met  at  Alexandria  for  the  purpose.    During  their  visit  at  Mount 
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Tenwo,  ttw.poUcy  of  iii»iolAtning  «  utval  (on*  m  tlw  CbcM- 
po^i?,  ftDil  0^  MUblidiuig  a  isriff  of  iltitiM  mi  impom  to  *Ucb 
tlM  U«t  of  boUi  SUtea  sliuuld  vuaiwtn,  waa  rtjprwf li,  kbA  it  i 
«M  asTMd,  lliAt  tbe  comiDmiouen  abouJd  propoM  to  the  gOTai- 
umU  of  their  napective  Sui«a  Uw  sppoutUnem  of  otlm  om- 
— t— -— ™  with  powers  to  naka  oooioiat  iiiiiig^iwitii  £it  tlu  | 
aboro  poipoMBt  >o  vkii^  Uw  MMat  of  Omgnm  «u  to  )■  ■>■ 
ndtad 

The  ul«o  «f  oonjomt  vrangemenU  between  Suim,  thoa  tuf 
gmled  in  the  quiet  counoila  of  Mount  V^jhod.  was  a  siep  io  tbe 
Hghi  ilirectioo,  and  will  be  found  Io  leail  to  iraportuit  rendu. 

Froni  a  letter,  written  two  or  thrM  tnoatba  ealweqnaitly,  «• 
(r&tlii^r  nonif  uf  the  iileas  on  national  policy  wliicii  were  onnipT- 
ing  Waahington'a  mind.  "  I  have  ever  been  a  friend  to  adeqoala 
powera  in.Congreaa,  withoat  which  it  ia  eridcmt  to  me  we  ncrv 
ihall  eaUbliah  a  natiooal  character,  w  be  considered  aa  on  a  n- 
■pectable  footing  by  the  powers  of  Eok^k.— We  are  dthn  a 
united  people  nnder  one  head  and  ibr  federal  porpoeea,  or  we  an 
thirteen  Independent  soretognties,  etemallj  coantnacting  each 
other. — If  the  former,  whatever  such  a  majori^  of  the  8tat«t  at 
the  constitntion  points  out,  conceirea  to  ha  far  the  benefit  of  the 
whole,  should,  in  my  homble  opinion,  bo  snbmitted  to  by  the 
minority. — I  can  foresee  no  evil  grealar  than  disnnion;  than 
thoee  uHfvuoitabU  jealonnea  (I  say  naiaaeoaable,  becaase  I  wimld 
have  Improper  jealousy  always  awake,  and  the  United  States  on 
the  watch  to  prevent  individual  States  from  infracting  the  eoosti- 
tution  with  impunity)  which  are  oontinnally  poiaooing  our  minde 
and  filling  them  with  imaginary  evils  for  the  fnmmtiaa  d  nai 

BDCS.**" 

■  Sm  Ltoar  to  Janwa  HoHmnj.     Spaika,  Ix.  UL 
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An  earnest  correspondence  took  place  some  months  snbse- 
qnently  between  Washington  and  the  illostrioas  patriot,  John 
Jay,  at  that  time  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs,  wherein  the  signs 
of  the  times  were  feelingly  discussed. 

^'Our  affairs,"  writes  Jay,  ^^seem  to  lead  to  some  crisis, 
something  that  I  cannot  foresee  or  conjecture.     I  am  nneasy  and 
apprehensive,  more  so  than  daring  the  war.     Then  we  had  a 
fixed  object,  and  though  the  means  and  time  of  obtaining  it 
were  problematical,  yet  I  did  firmly  believe  that  we  should  ulti- 
mately succeed,  because  I  did  firmly  believe  that  justice  was  with 
us.     The  case  is  now  altered.     We  are  going  and  doing  wrong, 
and  therefore  I  look  forward  to  evils  and  calamities,  but  without 
being  able  to  guess  at  the  instrument,  nature,  or  measure  of 
them.     •••••••    What  I  most  fear  is,  that  the 

better  kind  of  people,  by  which  I  mean  the  people  who  are 
orderly  and  industrious,  who  are  content  with  their  situations, 
and  not  uneasy  in  their  circumstances,  will  be  led  by  the  inse- 
curity of  property,  the  loss  of  public  faith  and  rectitude,  to  con- 
sider the  charms  of  liberty  as  imaginary  and  delusive.  A  state 
of  uncertainty  and  fluctuation  must  disgust  and  alarm."  Wash- 
ington, in  reply,  coincided  in  opinion  that  public  affairs  were 
drawing  rapidly  to  a  crisis,  and  he  acknowledged  the  event  to  be 
equally  beyond  his  foresight.  ^'  We  have  errors,"  said  he,  "  to 
correct.  We  have  probably  had  too  good  an  opinion  of  human 
nature  in  forming  our  confederation.  Experience  has  taught  us 
that  men  will  not  adopt  and  carry  into  execution  measures  the 
best  calculated  for  their  own  good,  without  the  intervention  of 
coercive  power.  I  do  not  conceive  we  can  exist  long  as  a  nation, 
without  lodging,  somewhere,  a  power  which  will  pervade  the 
whole  Union  in  as  energetic  a  manner,  as  the  authority  of  the 


"""*  '•TUmiJI,.„,, 
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niiot  fed  mfself  nn  unconcenied  specUtor.  Y«t,  baWng  h^p- 
\y  Bsaiated  in  bringing  the  ship  into  port,  and  having  been 
irly  discharged,  it  is  not  mj  buainesi  to  embark  again  on  the 
a  iif  troubles. 

"  Nor  could  it  be  expected  that  my  sentinientg  and  opinionB 
>uld  have  much  weight  in  the  minds  of  m;  countTTmeo.  Thejr 
tve  been  neglected,  though  given  as  a  lost  legacy,  in  a  moat 
lemn  manner.  I  then  perlinps  b&d  siime  claims  to  public  atteo- 
m-     I  consider  myst^lf  as  hanng  none  ut  present." 

His  anKiuty  on  this  subject  was  quickened  by  accounts  of  dis* 
Dtents  and  commotions  in  the  Eastern  States  produced  by  Iba 
of  the  times,  tlie  public  and  private  indebtedness,  and 

impoaition  of  heavy  taxes,  at  a  moment  of  financial  embar- 


General  Knox,  now  SeiTeUiry  at  War,  who  had  been  sent  by 
to  Hassacbusetts  to  inquire  into  these  troubles,  ihas 
ritee  about  the  insurgents;  "Their  creed  is,  that  the  property 
the  United  States  has  been  protected  from  the  confiscation  of 
ritaiii  by  the  joint  exertions  of  ali,  and  tlierefore  ought  to  be 
I  eomtiion  pivptrh/  of  all,  and  he  that  attempU  opposition  to  thia 
L«d,  is  an  enemy  to  equity  and  justic«i,  and  ought  ta  b«  swept 
iio  off  the  face  of  the  earth."  Again :  *'  They  are  detenolned 
annihilate  all  debts,  public  and  private,  and  have  a^arian 
^lawB,  which  are  easily  e&ectcl  by  the  means  of  unfunded  papoT) 
which  shall  hv  a  tender  in  all  cases  whatever." 

In  reply  to  Colonel  Henry  Lee  in  Congress,  who  had  ad- 
dressed several  letters  to  bim  on  the  subject,  Washington  writes: 
"You  talk,  my  good  sir,  of  employing  influeuce  to  appease  the 
rnt  tumults  in  Massachusetts.  1  know  not  wher«  that  influ- 
is  to  be  found,  or,  if  attainable,  that  it  would  be  a  proper 


or  <.ll.,r  of  i|,|„  „p^^ 
•»  Sivo  mnfiden™  on  th. 
gomnneiit,  tlim,  b,  Im 
prery  Wolntion  of  the  ooi 
lel  it  be  aiuended ;  but  r 
it  bu  an  Mistence." 

A  Utter  to  him  fc 
Hnrnjihreyii,  d.ted  N,, 
■rouW,.  to  Mu^bumt, 
"ruled  in  the  do.t,  and  it 

The  lendei,  „f  tj,,  ^(^  , 
I«-rMe,  „o  .lrengtl.e„i„j 
"■"thejrtl  .oontaltopo 
M  Springfieid,  in  »hi,h  a, 
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my  dbftr  General,  notiiiiig  bat  a  good  Providence  can 
xsa  from  the  preeent  conmlaKKi. 

"  In  cue  of  civil  diacord,  I  have  already  told  yon  It 
onaly  m;  opinion  that  yoa  ooiild  not  lemain  neater,  and 
would  be  obliged,  in  Mlf-defenoe,  to  take  one  part  or 
or  withdraw  from  the  contii)ent.  Your  Mends  are  of 
opinion." 

Close  upon  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  came  intellig 
the  insargenU  of  MasBacbiuetts,  iar  from  being  Batiefiec 
redresa  which  had  been  offered  b;  their  general  court, 
acting  in  open  violation  of  law  and  government  {  and 
chief  magistrate  had  been  obliged  to  call  upon  the  milj 
State  to  support  the  coostitation. 

"  What,  graciona  Qod  I  ia  man,"  vritee  Waahingt 
there  ehonld  be  auch  inconaiatBncy  and  perfidiooaneoB  ij 
davU  It  was  bnt  the  other  day,  that  we  were  ahei 
blood  to  obtun  the  constitutions  under  which  we  now  1 
atitutions  of  oar  own  choice  and  making;  and  now  i 
sheathing  the  sword  to  overturn  them.  The  thing  ia 
countable,  that  I  hardly  know  how  to  realize  it,  or  to 
myself  that  I  am  not  onder  the  illunon  of  a  dreanL" 

Hia  lettera  to  Knox  show  the  trouble  of  hia  mind, 
my  dear  General  Enoic,  infinitely  more  than  I  can  « 
you,  for  the  diaordera  which  have  aruen  in  tlieae  8tai 
OodI  who,  besides  a  tory,  could  have  foreseen,  or  a  E 
dieted  them  T  I  do  aaaure  you  that,  even  at  thia  mom 
I  reflect  npon  the  present  prospect  of  onr  affairs,  it  sei 
to  be  like  the  vision  of  a  dream.  •  «  *  *  jU^ 
have  seen,  or  rather  what  I  have  heard,  I'shsll  be  av 
nothing ;   for,  if  three  yean  since,  any  person  had  tol 
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llirTC  vootd  b»ve  been  such  »  (bmiMaU*  refadlian  h  enib  at 
thix  lUv  against  the  Uwb  uid  conotltatlon  of  dht  own  mkiBg,  I 
■lioalil  barf  tbooght  him  a  bedUmiUv  a  Hi  subject  for  ■  m^- 
Itotwe.  •  "  •  In  wgretting,  which  1  have  often  done  wilh 
Ibe  keenest  sorrow,  the  d«ttth  of  our  much  lomout^d  ftioid,  Gai- 
eral  GiMne,  I  have  acooi  f  lata  with  a  qtarj,  whetla 

be  wnald  not  haT«  prafep'  a  exit,  to  the  scenes  which, 

h  la  rooK  than  protet  hie  cotnpatnou  ma;  Um  to 

hemoaa." 

To  .Tames   Madlsoo,  irritca   in    the   same  stratn. 

"Hi)w  mcUtichol;  is  t  that  in  bo  shurt  a  tiiop  »e 

shmild  boTe  made  safh  larg  towards  folfilling  the  ptedic- 

tions  of  oar  transatlantic  foes !  *  Leare  them  to  themselveB,  wA 
their  gorenment  will  Boon  diBsolve.'  Will  not  the  wise  ud 
good  striTe  hard  to  avert  this  eril  ?  Or  wiU  their  sapatam 
Buffer  ignorance  and  the  arte  of  self-intcreated  and  dengning, 
disaffected  and  desperate  charscten,  to  inrolTe  this  great  mod- 
trj  in  wretchedness  and  c(»itempt  f  What  Btronger  eridence  cm 
be  given  of  the  want  of  energy  in  oar  goremment  than  thew 
disorders  T  If  there  is  not  power  in  it  to  check  them,  iriiat  se- 
curity has  a  man  for  life,  liberty,  or  pT(^>er^  T  To  yoo,  I  in 
sure  I  need  not  add  aog^t  on  the  enhject.  The  consetpences  d 
a  lax  or  inefficient  government  are  too  obvions  to  be  dwelt  npon. 
Thirteen  sorereignties  polling  against  each  other,  and  all  tog- 
ging at  the  federal  head,  will  soon  bring  rain  on  the  whcJe; 
whereas,  a  liberal  and  energetic  constitution,  well  checked  and 
Veil  watched,  to  prerent  encroachments,  might  restore  ns  to  thit 
decree  of'  respectability  and  eomBeqnenoe  to  which  we  bad  the 
Ufest  prospect  of  attaining." 

Thus  Waehingtoo,  even  though  in  retirement,  was  almost  on- 
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consciously  exercising  a  pi>werfi]l  tnflaence  on  tutional  affairs; 
BO  longeT  the  soldier,  be  was  now  becoming  the  statesmftn.     Tha  ] 
opinions  And  counsels  given  in  bit  letters  were  widely  effective. 
The  leading  expedient  fur  federittc  organization,  mooted  in  his 
conferences  with  the  commigsionerB  of  Maryland  and  Virgiuia,    ' 
during  their  visit  to  Mount  Vernon  in  the  previous  year,  bod 
been  extended  and  ripened  in  legislative  Assemblies,  and  en<.led 
in  a  plan  of  a  convention  composed  of  delegal«s  from  nil  the 
States,  to  meet  in  Philadelphia  for  the  sole  and  express  purpose 
of  revising  the  federal  system,  and  correcting  its  defects ;  the 
proeeedingB  of  the  oonvention  to  be   subsequently  reported  tn    i 
CongresB,  and  the  several  Legislatures,  for  approval  and  con-    | 
finuation. 

Waabington  was  unaniraously  pnt  at  the  head  of  the  Virginia 
delegation ;  bat  for  some  time  objected  to  accept  the  nomination. 
He  feared  to  be  charged  with  incansistency  in  again  appearing  in 
a  public  situation,  after  his  declared  resolution  to  Ibe  contrary. 
"  It  will  have  also."  said  be,  *'  a  tendency  to  sweep  ue  bock  into  J 
thu  tide  of  public  affairs,  when  retirement  and  ease  ore  bo  mi 
desired  by  me,  and  so  essentially  necessary."  *     Beside,  ho  had  | 
just  avowed  his  intention  of  reaigning  the  presidency  of  the  ('in- 
cinnati  Society,  which  was  to  bold  its  triennial  meeting  in  May, 
in  PhiladelpUia,  and  he  could  not  appear  at  the  soiue  time  and  I 
place   on   any   other    occasion,    without  giving    offence  to   his  I 
worthy  companions  in  arms,  the   late  ofBcers  of  the  Americoa  I 
»nny. 

lliese    considerations    went    Btrenooosly  combated,    Ibr   th« 
I  weight  and  inflQence  of  bi»  name  and  counsel  were  felt  to  be  all- 
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oS  the  PemuylTaniA  Auemblf,  Gflnenla  Enox  and 
Colonel  Hamphieys,  uid  other  peraonages  of  noto.  ^ 
Ferry  the  clt;  light-bone  were  in  Attendanoe,  b;  whoi 
escorted  into  PhilwJelphiA 

It  was  not  until  the  25th  (^  VLkj  that «  sufficient  i 
delegates  were  assunbled  to  tono  a  qnonun;  when 
ceeded  to  oigauixe  the  body,  and  by  a  unanimous  rota 
too  was  called  up  to  the  chair  as  President. 

The  following  anecdote  ia  recorded  by  Hr>  Leigh  F 
was  a  delegate  from  Georgia.  When  the  oonveutioa  Gr 
there  were  a  number  of  propositions  brought  forward 
leading  principles  of  the  new  govemment  to  be  establ 
copy  of  them  was  g^ven  to  each  member  with  an  inj 
profound  secrecy.  One  morning  a  member,  by  acciden 
his  copy  of  the  propoeititmB.  It  was  luckily  picked  n 
era!  Uifflin,  and  handed  to  General  Washington,  who  pi 
pocket.  After  the  debates  of  the  day  were  over,  and 
tion  for  adjotinunent  was  called  for,  Washington  rose 
Ttons  to  putting  the  question,  addressed  the  conunitl 
lows :  "  Geutlemen,  I  am  sorry  to  find  that  some  one 
this  body  has  been  io  neglectful  of  the  secrets  of  the  c 
as  to  drop  in  the  State  House  a  copy  of  their  pr 
which,  by  accident,  was  picked  up  and  delivered  t 
morning.  1  must  entreat  gentlemen  to  be  more  caref 
transactions  get  into  the  newspapers,  and  disturb  the 
pose  by  premature  speculations.  I  know  not  whose  { 
bat  there  it  it  (throwing  it  down  on  the  table) ;  let  bint 
it  take  it."  At  the  same  time  he  bowed,  took  Lis  ha 
the  room  with  a  dignity  so  severe  that  every  pers 
alarmed.  "For  my  party  I  was  extremely  so,"  adds  I 
TOL.  IV. — 20 
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« for,  pauiiif  wyhuid  m  wf  foA/^l  aiaBd  mj^agji 

I  fimiid  i  t  lo  be  in  tlw  bMidwiilii«  of  MnihBr  pnoB.* 

Mr.  Pierce  iBand  hb  copy  ai  Ui  lodp4g%  m  dw  podDSl 
eoel  wbidi  ke  htA  dHuiged  thel  sonnBg;.  No  peiMWi  efei 
lorcd  to  daiai  tbe  aaoBymooe  {M^er. 

We  Kiilieer  to  go  into  the  fuluBiDoas  praoeefiii|g|8  o 
nemorabic  conTentioOy  wbia  occupied  ntm  XNir  to  eeven 
eocli  dej  for  fbor  moDtliB;  and  in  wUA  erorj point  wwm  th 
ject  of  able  and  acrapnloiia  diwiMaioa  by  the  best  talent 
Mibleet  ipirita  of  the  ooontry.  Waehington  €dt  reetraim 
his  MtoatioD  as  PresideDt,  from  talung  a  part  in  tbe  debate 
hi5  well-known  opinions  influenced  the  whole.  The  lesa 
the  fcirmation  of  the  constitutioD  of  the  United  States^ 
(with  some  amendments  made  in  after  years)  still  exists. 

As  tlie  members  on  the  last  day  of  the  session  were  si 
the  en^)88ed  constitution.  Dr.  Franklin,  looking  towan 
President's  chair,  at  the  back  of  which  a  ran  was  paintc 
8erTe<l  to  those  persons  next  to  him,  ^  I  have  often  and  oft 
the  course  of  the  session,  and  the  vicissitudes  of  mv  hope 
fears  at  to  its  issue,  looked  at  that  sun  behind  the  Free 
without  being  able  to  tell  whether  it  was  rising  or  settii 
length  I  have  the  happiness  to  know  it  is  a  rising  and  not 
ting  sun."  • 

*'  The  business  being  closed,**  says  Washington  in  his 
(Sept.  17),  'Uhe  members  adjourned  to  the  city  tavern,  dii 
gether,  and  took  a  cordial  leave  of  each  other.  After  wl 
letnmed  to  my  lodgings,  did  some  business  with,  and  re 
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e  papers  frmn,  the  aecieUuj  of  the  ooDventioii,  and  retired  to 
neditftte  on  the  raomentouH  work  which  hod  been  executed." 

"  It  appears  to  me  little  short  of  a  miracle,*'  writes  he  to  La- 
avette,  "  that  the  delegutiis  from  so  manj  States,  diOerent  from 
each  other,  as  vou  know,  in  their  manners,  circumatancee  and 
prejudices,  ahooIJ  unite  iii  forming  a  system  of  national  govem- 
lent  BO  little  liable  to  well-fininded  ohjectioos.  Nor  am  I  suuh 
a  enthiiBiastic,  partial,  or  undiBorimlnatiug  admirer  of  it,  as  nut 
a  perceive  it  is  tinctured  with  some  real,  though  not  radical  de- 
fects. With  regard  to  thh  two  great  points,  the  pivots  upon 
b  the  whole  machine  must  move,  my  creed  is  simply.  First, 
Ihat  the  general  government  is  not  invested  with  more  {lOwers 
1  are  indispensably  nectrwary  to  perform  the  functions  of  a 
^ood  government ;  and  consequently,  that  no  cbjection  ought  to 
k  made  against  the  qoantity  of  power  delegated  to  it. 

"Secondly,  that  these  powers,  as  the  appoiDtraent  of  all 
Xulers  will  for  ever  arise  from,  and  at  ^hort,  stated  Intervals  reonr 
>,  the  free  suffrages  of  the  people,  are  so  distributed  among  the 
legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  branches  "into  which  the  gen- 
eral government  b  arranged,  that  it  can  ne\-er  be  in  danger  of 
^neiaUng  into  a  monarchy,  an  oligarchy,  an  aristocracy,  or 
imy  other  despotic  or  oppressive  form,  so  long  as  there  shall  re- 
aoain  any  virtue  in  the  body  of  th«  people. 

"  It  will  at  least  bo  a  recommendation  to  the  propo«ed  cOD' 

ititution,   that  k   is  provided  with  more  checks    and    barriers 

tgainst  the  introduction  of  tyranny,  and  those  of  a  natnre  less 

■able  lu  be  surmounted,  than  any  government  hitherto  instituted 

g  mortals." 

re  not  to  expect  perfection  in  this  world ;  hut  man- 
kind,  in  modem  times,  have  apparently  made  some  progreas  iu 
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tli«  n«nc«  of  ft  enHHoL  Sboeld  tluU  which  b  now  oflbtvd  tit 
the  (imifilB  of  /  nica,  be  Cmid  oo  f!S|>erimeBl  lena  perfccl  Uiu 
it  can  be  mada^  *  eDnatilvtiut)^  duor  u  Icfi  open  for  ita  aioflio- 
ration." 

Tha  eoostitatioii  tbua  lurmed,  waa  forwarded  lo  Coo^tra, 
■od  Umooo  tiaMnutl«d  lo  the  Blab)  L«^ialatui«9,  each  of  niiich 
■ubtnitud  it  U>  a  Stale  ooawDtmn  oo)  >owd  of  delegaies  cliueen 
fnr  thai  esprea*  pnqMwe  by  the  p«<^*.  The  ratification  of  iLa 
instmmRitt  by  ninfl  State*  waa  neceasary  to  carry  it  into  vStxi; 
anil  uM  the  tevual  Stale  mnrentlonB  would  asspmble  at  diffcroit 
linir-i,  ii<.-aily  a  yisir  must  i:!npie  before  tbu  decisions  of  the  requi- 
lite  nambei  conld  be  obtuned. 

During  thia  time,  Waahington  rMomed  hia  Ntired  Ufe  at 
HoDDt  Vemoa,  aeldom  riding,  m  he  »;b,  beyond  the  limita  of 
his  own  farma,  hot  kept  infbnaed  by  hia  nnmeroiia  oorre^Mnd- 
CDta,  ancb  aa  Jamea  Hadiaon,  John  Jay,  and  Geoerala  Knox, 
Lincoln  and  AmutroDg,  .cf  the  progrcM  of  the  eonatitntion 
Uiioagh  its  varioas  ordeals,  and  of  the  atrennona  oppositioD  which 
it  met  with  in  diftrent  quarters ;  both  in  debate  and  through 
the  press.  A  diversity  of  opinioiu  and  ineltnations  on  the  aalx 
ject  had  beeo  expected  by  him.  "  The  Tariooa  passiona  and  mo- 
tives by  which  men  are  inflaenced,"  said  he,  "  are  ooocomitanta 
of  fallibility,  and  ingrafted  into  onr  nature."  Still  he  aem 
had  a  doubt  that  it  would  nltimatdy  be  adcqrted ;  snd,  in  fact, 
the  national  decision  in  its  favor  was  more  fully  and  strongly 
pronounced  than  even  he  had  anticipated. 

His  feelings  on  learning  the  result  were  expressed  with  that 
solemn  and  religions  faith  in  the  protection  of  heaven,  manifested 
by  him  in  all  the  trials  and  TJoissitndes  throngh  which  hia  ooun- 
*ry kad puaai.    ^'V^mK^,"  vi&&^wwith»kind  of  pooaand 
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I  grateful  ezulutiun,  trace  the  finger  of  Providence  tnrough  those 
I  dark  and  mysteriouB  evente,  which  firet  induced  the  Stales  to  ap- 
t  n  general  convention,  and  then  led  them,  one  after  another, 
hy  Giich  steps  as  were  best  calculated  to  effect  the  object,  into  an 
I  adaption  of  the  Bystem  recommended  by  the  general  convention  ; 
I  thereby,  in  all  human  probability,  laying  a  lasUeg  foundation 
I  for  tranquillity  and  happiness,  when  we  had  bnt  too  much  reason 
L  lu  fear,  that  confusion  and  misery  were  coming  rapidly  njion 

The  testimonials  of  ratification  having  be^n  received  by 
f  Congress  from  a  suffifient  numtfer  nf  States,  an  at^t  was  passed 
I  by  that  body  on  the  13th  of  Heplember,  appointing  the  first 
I  Wetlncsday  in  January,  1780,  for  the  people  of  the  United 
I  Statvs  to  choose  electors  of  a  President  according  to  the  consti- 

in,  aod  the  first  Wednesday  in  the  month  of  Febmary  fol- 
Llowing  for  the  electors  to  meet  anil  make  a  choice.  The  meeting 
[■of  the  government  was  to  be  on  the  first  ^Vrdnesday  in  March, 
Lud  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

*  LMMi  to  Jonathan  TrumtiiiU,  20th  Jolj,  I788L 
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The  adoption  of  the  Federal  constitiitioii  was  another  epoch  in 
the  life  of  Washington.  Before  the  official  forms  of  an  election 
could  be  carried  into  operation,  a  nnanimoiis  sentiment  throng- 
oat  the  Union  prononnced  him  the  nation^s  choice  to  fill  the 
presidential  chair.  He  looked  forwrrd  to  the  possibility  of  his 
election  with  characteristic  modesty  and  unfeigned  reluctance ;  as 
his  letters  to  his  confidential  friends  bear  witness.  *^  It  has  no 
fascinating  allurements  for  me,**  writes  he  to  La&jette.  ^At 
my  time  of  life  and  under  my  circumstances,  the  increasing 
infirmities  of  nature  and  the  growing  love  of  retirement  do  not 
permit  me  to  entertain  a  wish  beyond  that  of  living  and  dying 
an  honest  man  on  my  own  farm.  Let  those  follow  the  pursuits 
of  ambition  and  fame  who  have  a  keener  reUsh  for  them,  or  who 
may  have  more  yean  in  store  for  the  enjoyment** 

Colonel  Henry  Lee  had  written  to  him  warmly  and  elo- 
quently on  the  subject  "  My  anxiety  is  extreme  that  the  new 
government  may  have  an  auspicious  beginning.  To  effect  diis 
•nd  to  perpetuate  a  nation  formed  under  your  aospicee^  it  is  oer- 
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Uin  that  agun  ynu  will  be  called  fortli.     The  same  prinoiplea  o 
devotion  to  Che  good  of  mankind  which  have  invariably  governed! 
your  conduct,  mill  no  doubt  continue  to  nile  your  mind,  howovw] 
opposite  Uieit  consequences  may  be  to  your  repose  and  happinea 
If  the  same  succcab  should  attend  your  efforts  on  this  important  ' 
occasion  irbich  has  distinguished  you  hitherto,  then  to  be  sure 
you  will  have  spent  a  life  which  Providence  rarely,  if  ever,  gave 
to  the  lot  of  one  man.     It  ia  niy  beliei^  it  is  my  anxious  bopt^ 
that  this  will  be  the  case." 

"The  event  to  which  yon  allade  may  never  happen,"  replies 
Washington.     ''  This  consideration  alone  would  supersede  the 
expediency  of  announcing  any  definitive  and  irrevocable  resolu- 
tion.    You  are  among  the  small  number  of  those  who  know  mj  ■ 
invincible  alluchmcnt  to  domestic  life,  and  that  my  sincerest  widtl 
is  to  i-nntinue  in  the  enjoyment  of  it  e<>te1y  until  my  final  hour>'^ 
But  the  world  would  be  neither  so  well  instructed,  nor  so  can- 
didly disposed  as  to  believe  me  uninfluenced  by  sinister  motives, 
in  case  any  circumstance  should  render  a  deviation  from  the  line 
of  conduct  I  had  prescribed  to  myself  indispensable. 

"  Should  my  unfeigned  reluctance  to  accept  the  office  be  ove^f  J 
come  by  a  deference  for  the  reasons  and  opinions  of  my  friendsf-fl 
might  I  not,  after  the  declarations  I  have  made  {and  Heaves  I 
knows  they  were  made  in  the  sincerity  of  my  heart),  in  the  jnd^.l 
mem  of  the  impartial  world  and  of  posterity,  be  chargeable  with. I 
levity  and  inconsistency,  if  not  with  rashness  and  ambition  T  Na^,  I 
tartlier,  would  there  nut  be  suuie  apparent  foundation  for  the  tWO>l 
former  charges!  Now  justice  U>  myself,  and  tranquillity  of  c 
ocience  require,  that  I  should  act  a  [lart,  if  not  above  imputatioi^4 
at  least  ca{iablu  of  vindication.  Nur  will  you  conceive  me  to  b 
too  solicitous  fur  reputation.    Tbou|;;h  I  pnxe  as  I  ought  the  gooAl 
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Bot  ank  papaWitj  at  ibe  axp«am  of 

■•  WhUe  lining  wbat  mj  onOKienet 
M  i:  niq)M;t«>l  ny  God,  my  cMtntry  sa 
■n  tin  pwtf  clwnnr  mi4  unjnst  Dcnimn 
tram  MMiMt,  whose  prnwniJ  enmitjr  nig 
twMtililj'  (n  Ibe  gnrannncnt.  I  obi  oc 
tM  give  iu)f  ri»l  iXTHion  fur  oldiiqiiv,  a 
niwt  with  nnm-ritvit  rnpvKb.  And  t 
•kail  be  mnviDi.-«id  tbe  good  of  niT'  oo 
tioD  1o  be  (mt  in  rink,  rrgnrd  for  my  o* 
conipptiliun  nil))  an  object  of  8»  mucli 

"If  1  ilralined  the  task,  it  would  li 
cifJe.  NotwitliKt«D<ling  my  advanced 
ing  fotiilDws  for  agriculluTal  amawme 
of  rctJKraeiit,  luigmvnl  and  conGrra  m 
tli<?  character  of  B  private  citizen,  yet  il 
niiitives,  nor  the  haiard  to  which  my  fc 
expowtd,  nor  the  terror  of  enconntering 
ibnt  wiiuld  deter  me  from  an  acccptano 
other  [>er«on,  who  had  less  prel«nce  aat 
onBol,  conld  execute  all  the  duties 
myBelf." 

Ill  a  letter  to  Colonel  Alexander 
taking  a  Burroy  of  the  Bubject,  in  what 
bL-un  able  to  place  it,  I  have  atirays  f 
iny  iiiiud,  us  often  as  I  have  been  tnugt 
pc<[hn[i!i  must  ere  long,  be  called  upon  I 
will,  I  urn  wW  oBSMieA^WiieNt  'iw  a«s< 
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tie  ezpectatiiHi  it  would  gain  credit  from  tboM  who  ue 
qtuinted  with  me,  that,  if  I  ihonld  racein  the  ftppoiotmei 
if  I  shtwld  be  prevailed  upon  to  accept  it,  the  acceptano 
be  attended  with  more  diffidence  and  relact&nc«  than 
experienced  before  in  my  life.  It  would  be,  however, 
fixed  and  sole  detenninatiixt  of  lending  wbaterer  aa 
might  be  in  my  power  to  promote  the  pahlic  weal,  in  hop 
at  a  convenient  and  earlj  period,  my  aervicea  might 
pensed  with,  and  that  I  might  be  permitted  once  mon 
tire,  to  pass  an  nncloaded  evening,  after  the  atormj  daj 
in  the  boeom  of  domestic  tranqnillity." 

To  Lafayette  he  declares  that  hi*  difficidties  incre 
multiply  as  he  draws  toward  the  period  when,  according 
mon  belief,  it  will  be  neceaaary  fiv  him  to  give  a  dfifini 
awer  as  to  the  office  in  qnestion. 

"  Should  circumstancea  render  it  in  a  manner  inevit 
cesaary  to  be  in  the  affirmative,"  writes  he,  "  I  shall  ass 
task  with  the  most  unfeigned  reluctance,  and  with  a  n 
dence,  for  which  I  shall  probaUy  receive  no  credit  ti 
world.  If  I  know  my  own  heart,  nothing  short  of  a  co 
of  duty  win  induce  me  again  to  take  an  active  part  ii 
afiairs ;  and  in  that  case,  if  I  can  {i»m  a  jAao  for  my  c 
dnct,  my  endeavors  shall  be  unremittingly  exerted,  evei 
hazard  of  former  fame  or  present  popolarity,  to  extiii 
country  from  the  embarrassmenta  in  which  it  is  entangled 
want  of  credit;  and  to  establish  a  general  system  o 
which  if  pursued  will  ensure  permanent  felicity  to  the  i 
wealth.  I  think  I  see  a  path  clear  and  direct  as  a  ray 
which  leads  to  the  attainment  of  that  otiQect.  Nothing 
mooy,  honesty,  industry,  and  frugality,  are  necessary 
VOL.  IT. — 20' 
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«  «  gmit  «Bd  hafTj  pH|U    Ifaffilf  dw 
ifiuny  and  th«  pravaOia^  diip«ttn  if  agr 
to  CO  opiffito  is  Mlafaliihiiiff 
of  piiblie  fisUcitj.** 

Tha  dsctioB  look  plan  ai  Iba  ^y«">*^i  tinM,  md  il  vat 
■Don  aM9artaiiMd  that  WadUagion  waa  dHMea  Ptandettt  for  tl» 
tana  af  Cmu  jaan  from  tht  4tli  af  MaiclL  Bj  tUa  tiaie  Hm 
argnnwoti  and  antiaatJoa  af  ma  iiicnd%  and  Ua  own  oon?  jctiaoi 
af  pnblio  azpadiency,  had  datanrined  him  to  aooqA;  and  \m 
made  pwparatkmi  to  dopMt  for  tha  aeal  af  gorennaant,  aa  man 
aa  he  ahoold  reoeiva  oAdal  aotioa  of  hii  clirtion.  Amoag  other 
duties,  he  paid  a  vidt  to  hii  mother  at  Fredericksburg;  it  was  a 
painful,  because  likely  to  be  a  final  one,  for  she  was  afflicted  with 
a  nialady  which,  it  was  evident,  most  soon  terminate  her  life. 
Their  parting  was  affectionate,  bnt  solemn ;  she  had  alwajs  been 
reserved  and  moderate  in  expressing  herself  in  regard  to  the 
sucx*e8ses  of  her  son ;  but  it  must  have  been  a  serene  satis&ctioQ 
at  the  close  of  her  life  to  see  him  elevated  bj  his  virtues  to  tha 
highest  honor  of  his  country. 

From  a  delay  in  forming  a  quorum  of  Congress  the  votes  of 

the  electoral  college  were  not  counted  until  early  in  April,  when 

they   were  found   to  be  unanimous  in   favor  of  Washington* 

''The  delay,**  said  he,  *'  in  a  letter  to  Oeneral  Knox,  ^^may  be 

c«)nij)ared  to  a  reprieve ;  for  in  confidence  I  tell  you  (with  the 

uvrid  it  would  obtain  little  credit),  that  my  movements  to  the 

chair  of  government  will  be  accompanied  by  feelings  not  unlike 

those  of  a  culprit,  who  is  going  to  the  place  of  his  execution ;  so 

unwilling  am  I,  in  the  evening  of  a  life  nearly  consumed  in  pub> 

lie  cares,  to  quit  a  peaceful  abode  for  an  ocean  of  difficulties, 

Without  that  oumi^leucy  of  politkal  skill,  abilities  and  indina* 
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which  ve  neceiMiy  U>  manage  the  helm.  I  am  senuble 
I  am  embarking  the  voice  of  the  people,  and  a  good  name 
a  this  voyage  ;  but  what  returne  will  be  made  for 
alone  can  foretell.  Integrity  and  firmness  ore  all 
These,  be  the  voyage  long  or  short,  shall  never 
fcrsake  me.  although  I  may  be  deserted  by  all  men  ;  for  of  the 
eonsolationa,  which  are  to  be  derived  from  these,  under  any  cir- 
Bometances,  the  world  cannot  deprive  me." 

At  length,  on  the  14th  of  April,  be  received  a  letter  fhnn 
tiie  preaident  of  Congress,  duly  notifying  him  of  his  election ; 
And  hn  prepared  to  set  out  immedJately  for  New  York,  the  seat 
pt  govenunenL  An  entry  in  his  diary,  daletl  the  ICtli,-  says, 
Abuut  ten  o'clock  I  liaile  adieu  to  Mount  Vernon,  to  private 
life,  and  t\>  domestic  felicity  j  and  with  a  mind  oppressed  with 
anxious  and  painful  nenaatinns  than  I  have  words  to  ex- 
press, set  ont  for  New  York  with  the  best  dispoeition  to  render 
iflervicc  to  my  country  in  obedience  to  its  call,  but  with  leas  hope 
tS  answering  its  expectations." 

At  tbe  first  stage  of  his  Journey  a  trial  of  his  tenderest  feel- 
ings awaited  him  in  a  public  dinner  giveu  him  at  Alexandria,  by 
hu  neighbors  and  personal  biends,  among  whom  he  hod  lived  in 
the  constant  interchange  of  kind  offices,  and  who  were  so  aware  of 
practical  beneficence  of  his  private  character.     A  deep  feel- 
ing of  regret  mingled  with  their  festivity.     The  mayor,  who  pre- 
sided, and  spoke  the  seutimeuts  of  the  people  of  Alexandria,  de- 
plored in  his  departure  the  loss  of  the  first  and  liest  of  their  citi- 
nna,  the  oruament  of  the  aged,  the  model  of  the  young,  the  im- 
I  frover  of  tjteir  agriculture ;   the  friend  of  ilieir  commerce^  the 
L  protector  of  their  infant  academy,  (he  benefactor  of  their  poor, — 
I  |)ut  "  go,"  added  he,  "  and  make  a  grateful  people  hapjiy,  t 
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win  b>  ioMj  gmtoftJ  whem  A^  iiMf  fliii  ah  mw 
Car  tliair  iDtamts.** 

Waihingtwi  ww  too  doofdy  dklod  fiv  MHiy  wwii  n  H|ly. 
**  Jmi  after  iMuring  bado  adim  to  my  domiilis  M«BiolMB%**  aid 
ho,  ^thio  tender  proof  of  yov  friendAip  b  hot  too  weD  cakth 
kted  to  awaken  atill  fiuther  mj  oeneMitj,  and  increaie  mj 
regret  at  parting  from  tbo  enjojaenle  of  private  life.  AH  that 
now  remains  fi»r  me  ia  to  comniit  nyietf  and  jon  to  the  care  o( 
that  beneAcent  Being,  who,  on  a  fennar  ocicimioHi  happflj  brooglit 
ne  together  after  a  h»g  and  diiireMJiig  eeparation.  Faihapethi 
aame  gnMnoos  Prondenoe  will  again  indulge  ne.  Bat  words 
laQ  me.  Unutterable  sensations  mnsti  then,  be  left  to  mors 
expressive  silence,  while  from  an  aching  heart  I  bid  all  my  sffec> 
tionate  friends  and  kind  neighbors  Csrewdl !  ** 

His  progress  to  the  seat  of  government  was  a  continnal  ova- 
tion. The  ringing  of  bells  and  roaring  of  cannonry  proclaimed 
his  course  through  the  country.  The  old  and  young,  wolnen  and 
children,  thronged  the  highways  to  bless  and  welcome  him. 
Deputations  of  the  most  respectable  inhabitants  firnn  the  princi- 
pal  places  came  forth  to  meet  and  escort  him.  At  Baltimore,  on 
his  arrival  and  departure,  his  carriage  was  attended  by  a  numer- 
ous cavalcade  of  citixens,  and  he  was  saluted  by  the  thunder  of 
artillery. 

At  the  frontier  of  Pennsylvania  he  was  met  by  his  former 
companion  in  arms,  MiflUn,  now  governor  of  the  State,  who  with 
Judge  Peters  and  a  civil  and  military  escort,  was  waiting  to  re> 
ceive  him.  Washington  had  hoped  to  be  spared  all  military 
parade,  but  found  it  was  not  to  be  evaded.  At  Chester,  whtire 
be  sU^ped  to  breakCsst,  there  were  preparations  for  a  public  en^ 
trance  into  Philadelphia.    Cavalry  had  assembled  fiom  the  snr- 
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roanding  coantry ;  a  superb  white  horse  was  led  oat  for  Wash- 
ington to  mount,  and  a  grand  procession  set  forward,  with  G^- 
eral  St.  Clair  of  revolutionary  notoriety  at  its  head.  It  gath- 
ered numbers  as  it  advanced;  passed  under  triumphal  arches 
entwined  with  laurel,  and  entered  Philadelphia  amid  the  shouts 
of  the  multitude. 

A  day  of  public  festivity  succeeded,  ended  by  a  display  of 
fireworks.  Washington's  reply  to  the  congratulations  of  the 
mayor  at  a  great  civic  banquet,  spoke  the  genuine  feelings  of  his 
modest  nature,  amid  these  testimonials  of  a  world's  applause. 
**  When  I  contemplate  the  interposition  of  Providence,  as  it  was 
visibly  manifested  in  guiding  us- through  the  Revolution,  in  pre* 
paring  us  for  the  reception  of  the  general  government,  and  in 
conciliating  the  good  will  of  the  people  of  America  toward  one 
another  after  its  adoption,  I  feel  myself  oppressed  and  almost 
overwhelmed  with  a  sense  of  divine  munificence.  I  feel  that 
nothing  is  due  to  my  personal  agency  in  all  those  wonderful  and 
complicated  events,  except  what  can  be  attributed  to  an  honest 
zeal  for  the  good  of  my  country.** 

We  question  whether  any  of  these  testimonials  of  a  nation's 
gratitude  afiected  Washington  more  sensibly  than  those  he  re- 
ceived at  Trenton.  It  was  on  a  sunny  afternoon  when  he  arrived 
on  the  banks  of  the  Delaware,  where,  twelve  years  before,  he  had 
crossed  in  darkness  and  storm,  through  clouds  of  snow  and  drifts 
of  floating  ice,  on  his  daring  attempt  to  strike  a  blow  at  a  tri- 
nmphant  enemy. 

Here  at  present  all  was  peace  and  sunshine,  the  broad  river 

flowed  placidly  along,  and  crowds  awaited  him  on  the  opposite 

bank,  to  hail  him  with  love  and  transport 

We  win  not  dwell  on  the  joyous  ceremonials  with  which  ho 
20» 
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MM  wakxnwd,  bol  tlwra  ww  use 
The  R«drT  msjt  muembar  WMfajaq 
builu  of  tlw  Avoinpink,  wtucb  flows 
Irw  of  Camwallui  in  frunt  of  him  ;  t 
Im  IB  llw  rav  I  Kail  hi*  KuldeD  rcaol 
wbirJi  turiMMl  Uw  li>Tt(itiM  of  iha 
Gtoulng  that  wrntfiil  itrcatn,  tlj*  la 
»  UinmphHl  Arab  W  be  erected.  It  w 
KD'l  lAiireb,  and  bora  the  iiMcri{Mi 
nuitbrn  will  bo  the  ]<nftectot  of  the  i 
the  matntia  vf  tha  city  were  amea 
•nd  us  be  puied  doiIot  the  Arch, 
Jri'ssi'd  in  white  and  crowned  with  g 
fiiru  liini,  ungiiig  «d  ode  expnmitc  < 
Never  wna  ovAtiuD  more  gracefol, 
WMlitagtort,  tendiTly  affected,  doclai 
on  bis  heart  could  never  be  effaced. 

Ilia  whole  pTogresA  throagh  New 
Bimiliir  contrast  to  hiB  weary  raarvh 
doubts  and  perplusitics,  with  bale  I 
iilea<l  of  festive  illuminationB,  and  nl 
booming  of  camiot],  now  so  joyous,  ^ 
and  maraud. 

In  respect  to  hU  reception  at  ^ 
flignitied  in  a  letter  to  Governor  Cli 
congenial  to  his  fecliogs  as  a  quiet 
but  bis  modest  wishes  were  not  cue 
l^'Wii  Point,  a  committee  of  both  Ho 
ous  ciric  fhnctionariee,  waited  by  a,\ 
Ho  em>»tV*4  <»  V1M1.1A  ot  a  sqlendir 
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Onpau  hid  booB  i9K«d  to  «  EAT 
Id  hia  ^tim^^  ra^dcnc^  bnt  he  j 
»M<nd«d  by  ft  Img  «>3  and  niU 
thnrag^  wUeb  be  pMMd  the  hoovai 
nlkaa  bumen,  gerUtid*  of  Sowtn  i 
auat  ta  0*07  Conn  of  oroatiMBL 
with  [<eofiie,  »  thet  it  vee  wtth  d 
■Mde  bjr  lbs  dtj  oficen.  Waehiof 
■alriinde  ••  ha  pewerl,  taking  oH 
tfaraoffd  «fwj  mndow,  vsnag  di 
SnPMstMim  UB,Mkd  maar  vClk 

TbjU  liar  ^  ^>i^  *i^  '■>&  qI^  ' 
had  lovUed  a  naBenias  company  of 
agn  difJoBMlkU  lo  meet  hiei,  awl 

bnlliaittjjr  illmnmated. 

Would  the  r«*ilc(  know  the  eA 
of  thia  Iriumpluuit  entry  into  Kew 
nther  than  to  excite  him.  Moiieatl 
Pipp  niUt  the  dfw  datiea  on  which  bi 
whelmed  by  wbal  he  regarded  oe  | 
Noting  in  his  diary  the  events  of  thi 
play  of  boats  which  attended  and  joii 
with  Tocal  and  aome  with  instmni' 
decorations  of  the  ships,  the  rou  of 
■nations  of  the  people  which  rent  the 
wliJirTes,  filled  niy  mind  with  sensat 
iJid  reverse  of  this  scene,  which  ma; 
Ubnrv  to  do  good)  as  they  are  pleasiu 
l^te  \nKU^Ta,V\(iTi  iibk  delayed  ft 
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question  arose  as  to  the  form  «r  tido  by  wbidi  the  Prcsidi 
elect  was  to  be  adiJresflCfi ;  anil  a  committee  in  both  Houses  fl 
appointed  to  report  upon  the  Buhject.     The  question  was  stated 
without  Washinglon'a  privity,  and  contrary  to  his  desire;  as  bi 
feared  that  any  title  might  nwaki-n  the  sensitive  jealousy  of  Tf 
publicans,  at  a  moment  when  it  xaa  all- important  to  conciliate 
public  good-will  to  the  new  form  of  government.     It  was  a  relief 
to  hiiH,  therefore,  when  it  was  fuially  resolved  that  the  addn 
should  be  simply  "  the  President  of  the  United  States,"  without 
any  additon  of  title ;  a  judicious  form  which  hus  remained 
the  pre'sent  day. 

The  inauguration  took  place  on  the  30th  of  April.  At  ni 
o'clock  in  the  morning',  there  were  religious  services  in  all  tbs' 
churches,  and  prayers  put  up  for  the  blescing  of  Heaven  on  tha 
new  government.  At  twelre  o'clock  the  city  troops  paraded  bv 
fiire  Washington's  door,  and  soon  after  the  committees  of  Con- 
gT«B8  and  heads  of  departments  came  in  their  carriages, 
half-past  twelve  the  procession  moved  forward,  preceded  by  thA 
troops,  next  come  the  committees  and  beads  of  departmei 
their  carriages ;  then  WuhingtoD  in  a  coach  of  state,  his  aide- 
de-camp.  Colonel  Humphreys,  and  bis  secretory,  Mr.  Lear,  i 
own  carnage.  The  foreign  miniatera  and  a  long  Irun  of  citizeiHI' 
brought  up  the  rear. 

About  two  hundred  yards  before  reaching  the  hall,  Washing- 
ton and  his  suite  alighted  from  tbetr  carriages,  and  passed 
through  the  troops,  who  were  drawn  up  on  each  side,  into 
ball  and  senate  chamber,  where  the  Vice  President,  the  Senat* 
and  House  of  Bepresentatives  were  assembled.  The  Vkm 
President,  John  Adams,  recently  inaugurated,  advaiicvl  and 
dacted  Washington  to  a  chair  of  state  at  the  upper  end  uf  tht 
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nota.  A  iel«aiD  Bilenro  prevailed  t  whim  tfae  Ttce  Presldut 
riwr.  Mid  iitluntw^]  lum  ttiAt  oil  ibitiga  were  prepared  for  kini  to 
t«k«  tbe  oftih  of  oflice  rn^iiircd  bv  Ui«  cunstttntioii. 

Tliv  uath  iT»s  to  hn  *clmiaiBleT«d  hy  ibe  CbancelW  of  Uie 
SiaW  of  New  York,  in  a  baK'onjr  in  front  at  die  senate  cbamW, 
and  in  full  vivw  of  on  imiucnae  mnltitade  ocvnpjiDg  the  strwl, 
tlt«  windows,  and  orrn  roofn  of  tLe  adjacent  hmises.  Tbe  bal- 
oony  funned  a  kind  of  open  recM«,  »-itIi  lofly  columns  suppotl- 
Ing  the  rwof.  In  the  centre  was  a  table  wilb  a  covering  of  crim- 
son velvet,  upon  which  lay  a  superbly  bound  Bible  ou  a  crimsuD 
»«lvct  cushion.  This  was  all  the  parnpliemalia  for  the  aagiist 
•c*nc. 

All  eyes  were  fixed  npoo  the  balcony,  when,  at  the  appointed 
hour,  Washington  made  hia  appearance,  accompanied  by  Tarioos 
puUic  functionaries,  and  members  of  the  Senate  and  Hoose  td 
Bepresentativee.  He  was  clad  in  a  fnll  suit  of  dark-brown  cloth, 
of  American  mannfactore,  with  a  sted-hilted  dreaa  sword,  white 
■ilk  stockings,  and  silver  shoe-bncUes.  His  bur  was  dressed 
and  powdered  in  the  fashion  of  the  day,  and  worn  in  a  bag  and 
solitaire. 

His  entrance  on  the  balcony  was  huled  by  nniversal  sboats. 
H«  was  evidently  moved  by  this  demonstration  of  paUic  auc- 
tion. Adrancing  to  the  &ont  of  tbe  balcony,  he  laid  his  hand 
npon  his  heart,  bowed  several  times,  and  then  retreated  to  an 
arm-chair  near  the  table.  The  popnlace  appeared  to  nnderstand 
that  the  scene  had  overcome  him ;  and  were  hashed  at  once  into 
profound  silence. 

After  a  few  momenta  Washington  rose  and  again  came  for- 
ward. John  Adams,  the  Vice  President,  stood  on  his  right;  on 
is  left  the  Chancellor  of  the  State,  Bobert  R  Livingsttm ;  some- 
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wliat  in    the  rear  nere  Roger  Sherman,   Alexander   Hamill 
Generate  Euox,  St.  Clair,  the  Baran  Steuben  and  othen. 

The  chaiicellur  advanced  to  administer  ibe  oath  prescrjhed 
the  constitutiou,  and  Mr.  Otis,  the  secretary  of  the  Senate,  hi 
up  the  Bible  on  its  crimaon  cushion.     The  oath  was  read  slow] 
and  distinctly;  Washington  at  the  Banie  time  laying  his  hand 
the  open  Bible,     When  it  was  concluded,  he  replied  solemnly, 
"  I  swear — so  help  roe  God  I "     Mr.  Otis  would  have  raised  the 
Bible  to  his  lips,  but  he  bowed  ilown  reverently  and  kissed  it. 

The  chancellor  now  step[)ed  forward,  waved  his  hand  and 
exclaimed,  "  Long  live  George  Washington,  President  of  the 
Uuite<i  States  I  "  At  this  moment  a  dag  was  displayed  on  the 
cupola  of  the  hall ;  on  which  signal  there  was  a  general  dis- 
charge of  artillery  on  the  battery.  All  the  bells  in  the  city  ri 
out  a  JDjdid  peal,  and  the  moltitndc  rent  the  air  witli  no 
mat  ions. 

Washington  again  bowed  to  tlie  people  and  returned  into 
senate  chamber,  where  he  delivere'!,  to  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
his  InsQgural  address,  characterized  by  his  usual  modesty,  mod- 
eration and  good  sense,  but  nttered  with  a  voice  deep,  slightly 
tremulous,  and  so  low  as  to  demand  close  attention  in  the  listen- 
ers. After  this  he  proceeded  with  the  whole  assemblage  on  foot 
to  St,  Paul's  church,  where  prayers  stiited  to  the  occasion  were 
read  by  Dr.  Provost,  Bishop  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
in  Mew  York,  who  had  been  appointed  by  the  Senate  one  of  the 
chaplains  of  Congress.  So  closed  the  ceremonies  of  the  ini 
ration. 

The  whole  day  was  one  of  eincere  Tejoicing,  and  in  the 
ing  there  were  brilliant  illaminations  and  fireworks. 

We  have  been  accustomed  to  look  to  Washington's  prii 
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■iMIm  l«  Ik*  ■iMlJMintt  of  ha  hmai.  ThoM  wrlttai  Id  Html 
«f  kit  &■■!■  iaaHlklMlr  cfiv  hm  mMa^mnitkxt,  Aam  how  Utda 
W  «w  adtad  kf  hw  oacial  dnstkn.  "  I  gnsUy  feat,"  wiiM 
ki^  **  tkM  mj  aauUrwmm  viD  ixpavt  too  mark  iram  no.    I  leu; 
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Ix  tbeTolnaan  bn*  oosdaded,**  k»«  tmAtawanA  to  uu- 
nl«  UlbfaUy  tfaa  cu«ar  of  VaaUapoa  fron  cbildfaood.  thraa^ 
kit  Mtrij  anrvejing  CTjwditiaM  in  tk*  wilJwBM,  kia  dipknatie 
munoo  to  Ike  Fieoch  potfs  oo  tba  fimtiar,  bis  eau^Migns  in  tk* 
French  wv,  hia  ardaooa  toiala  aa  *"—  -~*-t-  r-  -rhirf,  thnii^> 
out  the  BcToluliiiii,  the  doUb  ""f**"^  of  kia  lib  in  radremoi^ 
antil  we  have  ibown  faim  eleratad  to  tke  preaideBtial  chair,  bj  ■• 
(fibrt  of  hia  on,  in  »  maoDU  agaiut  kia  witb*^  b;  the  nnan- 
mou  you  of  a  gratifnl  caaatrf. 

The  plan  of  oar  woric  hai  neoaaaafflj  caniad  oa  videljr  iota 
the  caui[MugDi  d  the  BenJaticn,  even  where  Wadungtoa  «v 
not  preaent  in  fMcaoo  j  fi>r  hii  ^Miit  pannded  Mkd  directed  ths 
whole,  and  a  g«Bei«l  kaovledga  of  the  whnla  ta  aaoeaaatr  to  af- 
fcmaXa  UiA  ■agM^':!,  {oRMrii,  odniHic  t«tit«de,  and  oo^n- 
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henHive  wiadom  with  which  he  conducted  it.  He  himself  hu 
Bi^i6«d  lo  one  who  aspired  lu  write  bU  biography,  that  any  me- 
moirs uf  his  life  distinct  and  imcooneuted  with  the  history  of  the 
war,  would  be  unsatisfactory.  In  treating  of  the  Revolution,  we 
have  endeavored  to  do  jnstice  to  what  we  consider  its  most  strik- 
ing diuractemtit; ;  the  greatness  of  the  object  and  the  scantiness 
of  the  means.  We  have  endeavorcid  to  keep  in  view  the  prevail- 
ing poverty  of  resuurees,  the  scaodalous  neglects,  the  squalid 
miseries  of  &U  kinds,  with  which  its  champions  had  to  contend 
in  their  exjicditions  through  trackless  wildernesses,  or  thinly 
peopled  Tenons;  beneath  scurchiog  suns  or  inclement  skies i 
their  wintry  marches  to  be  traced  by  bloody  footprints  un  snow 
and  ic« ;  their  desolate  wintry  encampments,  rendered  still  more 
desolate  by  nakedness  and  famine.  It  was  in  the  patience  and 
fortitude  with  which  these  ills  were  sustained  by  a  half-disci- 
|iUned  yeomanry,  voluntary  exiles  from  their  homes,  destitute  of 
all  the  "[«)nip  and  circumstance"  of  war  to  excite  them,  and 
animated  solely  by  their  patriotism,  thai  we  read  the  noblest  and 
most  alierting  characteristics  of  that  great  struggle  fur  huinan 
rightu.  They  do  wrong  to  its  moral  grandeur,  who  seek  by  com- 
monplace exaggeration,  to  give  a  melo-dtamatic  effect  and  false 
-gUre  to  its  military  operations,  and  to  place  its  grtaleat  tri- 
■mpbs  in  the  conflicts  of  the  lield.  Lafayette  showed  a  true 
■ense  of  the  nature  of  the  struggle,  when  Napoleon,  accustomed 
to  effect  ambitious  purposes  by  bnndreds  of  thoasonds  of  troops, 
aitd  lens  of  thousands  of  slain,  sneered  ot  the  scanty  armies  of 
the  American  Revolution  and  its  "boasted  allies."  "Sire," 
was  ibe  admirable  and  comprehensive  reply,  "it  was  the 
grandest  of  causes  won  by  skinoishes  of  sentinels  and  ant- 
posts." 


I 
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In  regird  to  the  ehanwtar  wl  mmAmI  «r  Wa■illfaBlai^  m 
!»▼«  endMnved  to  phoe  kk  diidi  ia  the  aiMWl  Ijg^  — d  kit 
tlm  to  speak  fer  tliemid^ra%  gewHy  anading  <wmwd  cr 
eologinm.  We  kefe  quoted  hb  ovm  woide  and  wiitogi  latgdy, 
to  explain  bis  Minge  and  moCiTeii  and  give  the  tnie  key  to  Us 
poficy;  fcr  never  did  man  leave  a  more  trathfid  minor  of  his 
heart  and  mind,  and  a  more  thorongh  exponent  of  his  oondocti 
than  he  has  left  in  his  eophws  oorre^ondwiee.  There  his  chsr- 
acter  is  to  be  fbond  in  all  its  mijestio  simplicity,  its  masrive 
grandear,  and  qniet  colosssl  strength.  He  was  no  hero  of  ro- 
mance ;  there  was  nothing  of  romantio  hercnsm  in  his  nature. 
As  a  warrior,  he  was  incapable  of  fear,  bat  made  no  merit  of  de- 
fying danger.  He  foaght  for  a  caose,  but  not  for  personal  re- 
nown. Gladly,  vrhen  he  had  won  the  cause,  he  hong  np  his 
sword  never  again  to  take  it  down.  Glory,  that  blatant  word^ 
which  haunts  some  military  minds  like  the  bray  of  the  trumpet, 
formed  no  part  of  his  aspirations.  To  act  justly  was  his  instinct, 
to  promote  the  public  weal  his  constant  efibrt,  to  deserve  the 
^* affections  of  good  men**  his  ambition.  With  soch  qualifica- 
tions for  the  pure  exercise  of  sound  judgment  and  comprehensive 
wisdom,  he  ascended  the  presidential  chair. 

There  for  the  present  we  leave  him.  So  far  our  work  is  com- 
plete, comprehending  the  whole  military  life  of  Washington,  and 
his  agency  in  public  affairs,  up  to  the  formation  of  our  constitu- 
tion. How  well  we  have  executed  it,  we  leave  to  the  public  to 
determine ;  hoping  to  find  it,  as  heretofore,  far  more  easily  satis- 
fied with  the  result  of  our  labors  than  we  are  ourselves.  Should 
the  measure  of  health  and  good  spirits,  with  which  a  kind  Provi- 
dence has  blessed  us  beyond  the  usual  term  of  literary  labor,  be 
still  continued,  we  may  go  on,  and  in  another  volume,  give  the 


1789.] 


OOHOLUDIKQ  BEIUBU. 


479 


presidential  career  and  cloeiiig  life  of  Wuhington.  In  the  mean 
time,  having  found  a  resting-place  in  onr  task,  we  iitAy  onr 
hands,  lay  by  our  pen,  aud  »eek  that  relaxation  and  repoae  which 
gathering  yean  require. 

SmnyniU,  1857.  W.  L 


END  (V  voi.  ir* 


